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PREFACE. 


volumt  is  the  work  of  tnany  writers.    It  will  therefore  exhibit  various  cltaracteristics 
of  ayU^  tmd  ioek  writer  will  be  re^emsibU  only  for  what  he  ivrotOt  ami  the  Editor-iti' 
Ckief  mswers  only  for  the  outward  form  of  exfre^om^  emi  not  for  the  sniaemee  of  the 
marrative. 

The  publishers  have  shmvn  no  little  perseverance  in  overcoming  ointaclcs  in  the  progress  of 
the  work,  a$ut  Move  spared  no  pains  or  expense  to  seenre  a  valnabk  history  for  the  subscribers 
and  the  puMk. 

An  exhaustive  history  of  Albany  and  its  many  thousands  of  eitisens  would  need  twenty 
volumes  of  the  size  of  this  to  include  a  full  history  of  all  the  men,  "women  and  events  thai  have 
contributed  both  directly  and  indirectly  to  its  history  and  present  prosperity. 

A  fudkiou*  seleetion  of  material  has,  therefore^  been  found  necessary,  and  even  some  prun- 
Mff  to  make  publication  possible. 

The  issue  of  the  work  has  bet  n  delayed  beyond  our  hopes  and  expectations  simply  on  account 
of  the  immenu  labor  in  accumulating  facts  and  reducing  them  to  a  connected  narrative. 

Not  Mty  was  it  necessary  to  embody  here  for  the  present  genenaion  the  hiaory  of  thepast, 
but  also  to  present  a  pen  picture  of  what  Albany  and  Sekemctady  Counties  etre  at  the  presemt  time 
for  the  benefit  of  future  generations. 

It  has  been  the  aim  of  the  publishers  to  have  given  also  biegraphies  of  some  of  the  represent- 
ative men  of  all  profesmns,  and  a  representative  exhOU  of  the  various  inebutries  in  the  two 
amUies. 

It  is  the  hope  of  all  concerned  in  the  book  that  a  valuabie  contrtbutiau  tO  the  history  of  two 
of  the  oldest  counties  in  the  State  is  now  offer ^  to  the  public. 
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PREFACE 


///•  part  tve  have  performed  in  the  preparation  of  this  History  of  the  County  and  City  of 
Albany  is  indicated  at  tkt  htadmg^af  th* pri$ie^ai  dnrisioHS  and  in  the  TtMe  of  Contents* 
Hu  Ubor  invohed  in  tkisplannn^,  writiiig  and  editvig  is  far  greater  tkan  we  had  ataic^atedt 
or  them  any  hut  a  earefvl  historian  eon  appreciate. 

We  have  had  valuable  aid  in  special  contributions  from  writers  ichose  names  are  ^ven;  and 
many  others  have  eontriinted/acts  and  sngge^ions  which  have  been  gratefully  received. 

We  haw  sought  for  **the  truth  of  history**  from  every  source  in  our  reach,  and  patietdfy 
gathered  what  seemed  best  JUted  to  our  purpose. 

We  could  hax>e  nuuie  a  smaller  volume,  but  many  facts  and  factors  demanded  recognition. 
More  easily  we  could  have  made  a  larger  one,  but  duty  to  our  worthy  publishers  urged  all 
pMStUe  condensation. 

Wo  thinh  edl  unU  n^iee  with  e^proval  the  strictly  tepieal  presentation  and  discussion  of 
our  subjects.  We  have  tried  to  make  a  bock  of  facts,  well  selected  and  well  arranged.  We  have 
sacrificed  nothing  to  figures  of  speech  or  "  words  of  learned  length.'' 

We  ammit  this  v^nme,  with  its  excellencies  and  defects,  to  the  friends  who  have  encouraged 
$is,andwhom  we  have  tried  to  please;  and  to  no  one  with  moreconfidence  than  to  the  honest  and 
faithful  student  of  history,  who  wiU  most  readUy  appreciede  what  is  good  and  pardon  what  is 
faulty  in  it. 
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Willis  G   247 

Tweddle,  John  35' "353 

Twitchell,  Asa  W   739 

Van  Allen,  Adam  553  555 

Van  Burcn.  Martin  135  '37 

Van  Htoov'k,  Abraham   661 

\  an  Brush,  PcttT   658 

Van  der  \  eer,  .\lliert    24; 

Van  Ohndo,  Gerrit  (Death  of)   02 

Van  Rensselaer,  Philip  S   (>03 

Van  Schaick,  S^'brant  G   6O1 

"         lamilyof   400 

"         I'obias   ^00 

Van  Vechten,  Aln-aham   I  p 

Teuni*   664 

Voslmrgh,  Isaac  W   638 

Ward,  Samuel  B  2^8.  230 

Watson,  Simeon    640 

Wcl»ter,  Charles  R  37',  A72 

Weed,  Thuriow  372-374 
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PAGE 

Wcidmjtn,  Daniel  630-632 

Wessels.  Dirck   658 

Wheaton,  Henry  O   144 

NNTiipplc,  Squire  494.495 

White,  Douglass  L   618 

"     Isaac   .622,613 

Whitney,  W.  M   623 

Wickhani,  Richard   593 

Wiles,  Lemuel  M   739 

WilUrd,  Dr.  FJias    205 

"       Dr.  Mo»«»   aoj 

"       Sylvester  D  240.  241 

"      James  A   O30 


,  FACB 

Wilsoo,  John   247 

Winne.  Walter   493 

Woo<l,  Darius  S   574 

Woodruff,  Dr.  Hunloke  ^rA-SnK 

Woolctt,  Wilii^ini  L  740,  741 

"      M   740.741 

Wiltsie,  .\mhro»c  Jr   796 

Winne,  Jurian   798 

Wo<xl,  Thomas  J  .  . .   _   822 

Whitlieck,  Andrew  W   oil 

Yates,  Abraham,  Jr   002 

"    John  V.  N  134. 13S 

RuUrt   


CORRIG 

Inaccuracies  in  proof-reading,  easily  corrected  by  any  in.  ! 
tcUigent  reader,  arc  not  noted. 

Page  u — The  note  at  the  bottom  of  the  page,  contradicting  I 
the  text,  in-icrtcd  without  the  knowledge  of  the  writer.  | 
is  regarded  by  him  as  making  statements  not  founded  j 
on  the  best  authority.  | 

Page  z. — Omit  the  two  last  periods  in  Chapter  II,  first  par- 
agraph, beginning  with  "The  Hudson  River;"  also, 
the  gratuitous  note  at  the  bottom  of  the  page. 

Page  1^— La»t  line,  first  column,  read  "  a. 61  feet "  instead 
of  "  i7>^  feet;  "  and  in  the  note,  a  little  less  than  three 
tect. 

Page  41. — Under  July,  1698,  read  "  Hendrick  Hansm"  in.  j 
stead  of  •'  House."  1 

Page  4J. — lAst  line  save  one,  in  first  column,  "probably  "  , 
should  read  "  properly." 


EN  DA.' 

Page  21;-  I-ine  LL  from  bottom  of  second  column,  read 
"Joel  instead  o(  "  Jared  L."  Mayer,  1838-41.  Also, 
line  20,  "Colonel  Philip,"' of  revolutionary  fame,  and 
not  '"^ayor  Philip,"  had  his  scat  at  Cherry  Hill.  .See 
page  2^ 

Page  6i8.^^abemacle  in  place  Emmanuel. 
Pape675.    First  Ime  of  note,  read  "Barnard"  instead  of 
"Brainard." 

Page  679.— David  P.  I'.ige  was  first  Principal  of  Albany 
Normal  School.  The  "  I^egislative  Act "  was  passed 
May  Zi  1844. 

Page  691.— Read  "Academian"  in  place  of  "Academi- 
cian." 

Page  697.-10  line  331  second  column,  read  1S49,  and 
" I/odge "  in  place  of  "Lady's  " 


INDEX  OF  NAMES 

MENTIONED  IN  THIS  VOLUME. 


-A. 

Aarnout,  777;  AWicy,  22S.  7oi ;  AbUrtt,  ZZi  "ZZi  31L 
406.  4«6.  4IQ.  605,  703,  758,  870,  950,  971,  988;  AUvl, 
ng.  IS4,  I  S3.  254.  31*1658,  659:  AU  rcr..ml.ic.  38m  Abk', 
490;  AbU'tt.  962;  Abr;ilium!<e,  272;  Abrams,  29 s,  936,  948, 
975.  997".  Aliuni-w,  769;  Acker,  1^2.  721;  .VkVnnan,  037, 
716,  831;  Acres,  621;  Ad.-inis,  go,  08,  100,  102.  I  ^i;.  1^6. 
i2i  202,  211,  224^252,  263, 1^  354,  3Si  32i  3<i5j  ^is^ 

ilSh.  ML  474.  475.  479.  4«o,  4»5r49«.  5*4.  533.  5^  sSs, 
050,  655,  677,  690.  691,  781,  784,  788.  789.  792.  793,  810, 
860.  874. 932,  9S  I,  954. 956.  957.  960.  067.  9<>8, 970. 973.  9^8, 
996;  A<ldiiigton,  IS2;  Adcy,  971;  Adgjtc,  ]|^4.  406,  41  \, 
4t8:  Adricnscn,  204,  29s:  Adkins,  924;  A<lli-r,  jHc),  9<j6; 
AiUil,  612;  Acnihout,  906;  Aga«>i/,  682;  Anncw,  24s ; 
Ahem,  -joS;  Aiken.  957.  972;  Aiiisworlh.  42^.  710,  711; 
Aird,  959,  964;  Aitkcn,  970,  071,  972;  AlUini,  744,  755; 
Albaugh,  705;  Albcrs,  717;  Allien*-,  274;  AllxTt-<-ti.  489; 
Albi-ight.  IS2.  892,  899,  901.  905,  907;  Alcolt.  494;  Aldcn, 
173,  26fi,  679,  749,  950,  956,  957.  958;  Aldridge,  828; 
Alcnliix',  971;  Ak-xaiidcr,  88,  112.  l^,  211.  uo.  474,  479, 
500.  530.  53'.  533.  534.  621,  677,  731.  793;  AFTy.  91.  52, 
35s.  912,  913,  916.  920;  Alfoni,  424:  Ali.'i»n.  768;  AlLtnsijn, 
tSs;^  717;  Allcott,  Allen,  s.  20.  UL  LH  I52t  Ui 
«79.  ZIL  2ii  3S4,,  32ii  iMr  iail:  ^0*1:  42L  iiL  474.  47S. 

477. 478, 485. 486,  s»i.  53X655. 656767,':.  6807710.  725. 

J6i),  810,  812,  870,  871.  872,  874,  875.  «8o,  892,  895.  904, 
907,  963,  987;  AlliTlon,  937;  Alston,  927;  AlbiT«iii,  814, 
817;  Alvord,  639:  AmlxT.  772;  Amcnn.in.  834;  Ame*,  529, 
632,  708,  718,  737,  739,  764,  765,  772;  AmhiTst.  382,  390, 
400,  759;  Ammciihcausi-r,  587;  Am*<lrll,  475,  476,  479,  519. 
55°.  557.  558.  550;  Ams.U-n.  987;  Anabk-,  426,  42^  475, 
59*.  "37 i  Andes,  7io;  Anderson,  loj,  n8,  180,  209,  304. 


I  432i  639.  739.  812,  819,  881,  926,  980.  987;  Amln-,  j,  912; 

I  AiHlrx-ws  39,  152,  158,  I7S.  ^71;.  ^76.  ^62.  6m.  660.  8«x  087. 
988;  AiKlrK-^.Kin,  204;  .\n«lr<»,  3,  10,  272.  280.  2q2,  :;7q. 
380,  381.  ^8^;  Amlnis,  694:  Anncslcy,  737;  Angus,  ^76. 
426.  545;  AnthicT,  ^78.  969.  970;  Aiithoiiv,  243,  305,  306, 
735:  Anton,  450i  AiitwcTi>,  732;  Ap|wl,  252,  273,  29s; 
A|'I>'i".  LS^i  841,  842.  844,  845,  851,  8ot;  AppMiec.  900, 
907,  910.  ^14;  .\pnUloii,  558,  559,  708;  Anhambcault.  212. 
214:  .Archibald,  963;  Arcy,  266,  679;  ArRou.  750,  Aristotk;, 
'3S;  ArUcll,  177:  Arkles,  419,782;  Armitagc, 962;  .Armour, 
two;  Arni«l>y,  210.  211.  21-;,  2:0.  221,  2m.  216.  242. 
Hi  2^  498.  5 '8.  737r8()6;  ArnHtrong,  355^  440, 
519.  870,  871,  873,  874;  Arnis  906;  Arnold.  6,  7T80.  194. 
.195.  3a2i  402.  534.  574;  Artchcr,  iq2,  156.  278.  279. 
112.  583758475557635.  732.  735.  782.  8557895,  figST  910. 
920,  923,  928,  942;  Arthur,  80,  lOp.  266.  750,  935,  941, 
985;  Anbury,  765.  786,  834;  Asher,  911;  Ashley,  742; 
Ashmead,  795;  .\spinwall,  479,  J97,  753  ;  Astor,  546; 
Athcrk^,  211:  Atherton.  419;  Atkins  7SQ,  9^4;  Atkinson, 
969;  Aucbcmpo,  872;  .'Vuchcmpaugh,  870,  871,  872,  873, 
875;  Auclimuty,  261 ;  Aud,  559;  Aukus,  Aultman, 
789;  Au-Min,  ai^  152^  474,  475,  480.  521,  527,  611,  684,  708. 
730.  743.  74878827  903,  962;  Averili,  687;  Avery,  594; 
•Aycrs  328,  969. 

AbUy,  D.  &  S.  A.,  271;  Abliolt  &  Cn>sby.  326:  Ablxjtt  & 
Son.  J.  L.  703;  Aiken,  WTlL  *  Co  ,  957;  AdamTSc  Sprang, 
562;  Albri^'ht  \  St.anwi)t,  1^2:  Allcrton,  THitchcr  &  Moore, 
937;  Alden,  Krink  &  Woton,  957;  Anic-s  &  Co.  632;  Am*, 
dill,  fuM.  L  \  Theo.  M.,  556;  Amsdtll  Brothers,  559; 
Appleton  &  Welsh,  550;  Arnold  4:  Co  ,  613;  Arnold,  Folsom 
&  Co.,  613;  Ayres  &  Co.,  Jji. 


IXDEX  OF  NAMES. 


xiii 


Babhini;ton,  347;  BaUbitt,  613.  964;  Balicock,  83,  [rji  lU^ 

156,  jiOj  an,  214^  JIQ.  2^  i25i  474.  479.  535.  544.  5^ 
642,  65a,  5^.  741,  701.  777.  780,  788.  78.>,  790.  792, 
793,  819,  Qi6,  Q28,  960.  997;  BatiifiKtiMi,  l<;6;  Bacliclili-r, 
693;  Bachelor,  832;  Backer,  29s:  Backus,  17^  ^00, 

613,  650;  Bacon,  168.  564,  5657758,  936;  Baint^"  785; 
BadtfcU-y,  625.  626;  Badglcv,  6?o;  Bajjelcy.  625,  626; 
B^'ey.  ii2i62i;  Bagwell,  750;  llaliler,  834;  Bailey, 

156^  iSlTl^,  2li  214,  2l<J^  221^  2^    I20j   \m,  420. 

438.  432i  440.  Mia  474.  C29r6|Tr6}6,  771,  7^  -jSg,  792, 
844;  858;  05f.,  961,  063,  964,  968,  969  ;  llaillcy,  642;  Bain, 
SS.  529,  637;  Baird,  180;  Baker,  l>;2,  188^212,  220.  226. 
266,  m,  38^^  ^  ^  43J.  nc:  t32,  534,  558,  621, 
67s,  6917  7807  793.  795.  7957  8o3;  820,  820,  879,  887,  907, 
9*3.  9*4.  9*5. 9*6,  934.  969.  970.  973;  Balch,  212,  211^,  220. 
21L  Ul±        485.  7««.  7ip.  77*;  BaM*in,  1^  ^  410. 


iUi  5*4.  5*4.  723.  95°.  9°o.  977.         Balentinc.  ^  32S1 


Ballantinc,  560;  BalUrd,  1^  Ballentinc,  601;  HalloLk,  973; 
Ballou,  605,  977;  Balsoin,  420;  Banmis,  839;  Bainmah, 
652;  Banckcr,  ^l,  ^  3^  ^ili  4'H.  658,660;  Bancroft, 

•lZ!,!5i*»  "iit  121.  LA  il^i  476.  478.  479.  533.  <'i3: 
Bandorf,  648;  Bangor.  944:  Banker,  154,  402.  811;  Banks, 


  jst,  274.  28S. 

55j  458. 168.  3^5^  632,  722,  752,  8F^7o.  879.  927.' 
63;  BarlJour,  7cx3;  Barcklcy,  91,  427,  840,  871,  872,  875, 
880;  Barclay,  3^1  22ii  J2ii  joj.  ^oj.  ^  422^  112, 
iiAx  nil.  412.661,  759,  76078263297841,  845.  883; 
Bardine.  179;  Barent,  214.  671 ;  BarenUc,  385;  Barenticn, 
46;  Barhvcit,  476,  477,  478;  Baricausky,  907  ;  liaricker, 
403;  Barker.  241,  634;  Barkley,  321  870;  Barlow,  154. 
523,  828,  872;  Bamian,  ^o^  ;  Bam,ir<l,  l6<i,  3U.  ^67. 
J2ii  4*0.  440.  ML  53*7613.  691,  712,  934;  Barnes.  322i 


439.  570,  59*7590.  691.  702.  705.  735.  7)6.  942;  Harnet, 
605;  BarncH,  593,  987;  Barney,  210,  2y,  613;  Banium. 


86,  322^  308,  :ioL  704,  S45,  846,  847;  Barringer,  991; 
1,  122:  Harrows,  855;  Barry.  356,  620,  750.  751; 
w.  "525;  Kirtlei,  9S7;  Rinlcit.  212.  214.  210.  242, 

1.  li.11 


713;  Barr,  I2ai  Burrentso.  ^8s;  Barret,  40T:  Barrett,  152, 

lli^  186,  322,     "      ^   -2- 

Rirron, 

Barstow,   

:^o8,  566,  567.  734,  744,  771.  841,  963;  Bartlcy,  lOiTtirton, 
702.  8<4,85S,  869,910;  B.irtow,  530,  531;  BaMct,  584:  Bauer, 
019;  Bis»ett,  520,  771,  996;  Ba>$ler,  89,  725.  8oi,  802,  804. 
809, 810, 870,  871,872.  S83, 911,  939. 940;  Bassor,  9I9;  Bastia- 
cnsi-,  22_ij  Batchclder,  479,  527,  532,  53),  625,711;  lUlchel- 
jcr.^Sj;.  592,  613;  B.itchcr,870,  871.  872.  S73.  874,  881 ;  Ba'cv, 
879;  Biitterm.in,  26.  Z2i  88.  83,  LS^,  562,  740,  816,  841,  S44, 
847,  848.  852.  86oTR.iltersl)y,3iiij6,  564,  639;  Batlirshall. 
550,55;,  760;  Battin,  516;  Bauvtiry,  891 ;  Bauer,  7o8;Baiimi-s, 
785,  788,  793,  828.  829;  Baxter.  70S,  873,  874,  875;  Riy, 
129^  2^  20Q,  210,  2£3.  ^  3S4j  405.  4061  40a  648,  677, 
768;  R>yard.  291.  424.  754;  Bayen.  27«i:  Bayeaux,  714, 

Beach, 
.iio, 

  f>90 ; 

Tteardiley.  22.  U!h  L12i  i?S.  IkL  640.  9*4.  9*8.  983; 
Beaslcy,  7V);  Bcattii.-,  973;  Hc^uiirv,  995;  Beiver.  841; 
Beck,  25i  208,  20Q,  210.  21J.  jij,  220,  221,  26S,  j  6.  480. 
Sn.  626;  6327  643:  665,  S»r  fSs;  Becker,  &i.  103,  10^ 
lOo.  118.  1 10.  127.  211.  252.  272,  305.  354,  355.  4°'.  4iy>. 
678;  7'3.  777.  781;  7»4.  7»».  79°.  793.  794.  793.  »«>.  S05, 
806,  818,  836,  840.  841,  843.  846,  854,  855.  873,  882,  901. 
907,  908.  909,  910.  oil.  919.  913.  925,  926,  931.  961,  987; 
Bccket,  479,  480;  llcckeit.  m,  214.  218;  Itcckey,  1^6: 
Beckwith,  Sri;  Beilell,  1S2.  648,  839.  982,  995,  974;  Bc.lfonl, 
220.  694;  Beebe.  ql.  btt.  841,  84ft.  847,  848.  849.  850, 
870.  872,  977.  989Tllceby,  aio:  Bcether,  417.  592,  617, 
716,  750,  882;    Bcccker.  2^2;  Beekfcy,  ijJlJectkman, 

12.  Zi'  354.  401.  40*.  42i  42L  Aii  lili  469; 
Beeknun,  126,  129,  273,  33',,  ;;76.  620.  662,  671,  673,  831, 
844.  870,  871 ;  Bee  man,  420;  Been.  127:  Ifc-eni,  420:  Beers, 
k6.  544,  761;  Bev;s  907;  Bchan,  753;  Belamy,  902,  915; 
Bdcher,  563;  Belden,  180^860;  Belknap.  474, 6)5, 636.  995; 
Bell.  212.  422i  ii^iiih  474.  637,  715,  793.  8og,  817,  847, 
84^  850.  8747875.  ^9^9;  Belle.  4Kii  IWlctti,  743;  Bel. 
lim,  743;  Bellomont,  3,  to,  274,  29^299.  tfa.  38S.  386. 


659;  Bdhxri,  152:  Belmont,  618;  Beman,  344,  914;  Be  met, 

625,923,  927;  Benicnt.^28.  ^2q.  l^o,  %  \2,  ^U.  ;  yt;  Bcmerick, 
968:  Eicniis.  967;  Bencker,  ;7q;  Bcnckcs  40;  llcndcll.  211. 


530, 613, 614, 621, 637. 67c,  677, 712. 743, 9627965?rB«r 

jamin.  212.  227.  440.  7^7:  fienn.  420;  Benner.  448:  Bennct 
694.  933;  Bennett,  302,  613.  632,  639,  7871  793.  900, 
001,  904,  005,  925.  928;  Bensen,  841;  Beniiing,  385; 
Hen*c<jtlen,  850;  Benson,  ol^  534,  645,  727;  Bent,  566,  557; 
Benthuyscn.,  494;  Bcnl^,  153;  Bcntlcy,  89,  gi,  92. 
2^  2l'  liii  42*1  438,  7«o.  744.  9*5.  9*8;  Benton,  2^  260. 
711,  9587959;  ficrgcr,  403,  BeriMRcr,  406,  703  4;  Ber- 


lieyea,  420;  Bcvcr,  »4l,  5544,  »4»;  llichat,  707;  Bicker, 
894;  Bicknell,  613;  Biddle,  ^;i;  Bicjjler,  222.  22^;  Bierl, 


iSigler,  32s:  Bilhaueser,  789;  Bill,  33,  ^^4.  (U2;  Billscn; 
945;  BillMm,  931;  Billings,  1 1 1 15,  lib,  I18.  ilq,  121. 
'77.  22;.  226.  971,  Bingham.Tnt,  ISto.  461,  474.  175.  476, 


907;  Bininitef,l7«j;  Birin?,  967 ;  Biofore.  <o8;  Birch,  156,  230, 
4^7.  626,  793;  Bird.  923;  Birdsiill,  3C^4.  558,  613,  640; 
Birdseye,  l6q.  qS2;  Birley.  559;  Birmingham,  475;  Bishop, 
410,  743,  762,  765,  92S;  Bissell,  961,  982;  BisAels,  50;  Bis- 
sTkummer,  479,  652;  Bi/.iec,  869;  lllarhlcy,  8S3;  Black, 
305.  750;  Blackburn,  635,  934;  lllackel.  694;  Blackball, 
3S;;  Hiackinan,  975.  982;  Blade.  817.  8i8;  Blaine,  174. 
366;  973;  Blair,  ija  197,  809,  812,  848.  858,  89.;;  BlaisT 
d^  74,  21L  218.  426.  828,  829,  833.  835,  839,  840;  Blake, 
620,  652,  704,  707,  717,  725,  730,  735;  Blakeman,  650; 
Blanchard,  137.  liSi  156.  234.  424,  531,  572.  715,  716.  964; 
BUH!i.lc,  712;  Blatchford,  99b;  Blatner,  212.  214.  242,  644; 
Blayney.  768;  Bleecker,  41^  42^  SS,  126,  128,  !^  1^6. 
262,  229i  401,  401,  405.  1^  408.  •  409.  4LL  412, 
413j  i*2.  MS,  463.  4657  466.  477.  478,  493.  500. 
524.  528,  533,  534,  568.  589,  621,  658,  659,  ^>6o.  062, 
Bleeckman,   400;    Bleeker,  I2S. 


665,    671.   690,   944;  Bl.     

*2i  ML  35i  28£,  741,  974.  975;  Blcmlell,  2421 
BlesMng.  3ii^  3i5.  42a  574.  634,  779.  841,  843,  848, 
8^1;  Biinii,  9(14;  Bli>s,  229,  995;  Bli>ck,  44,  775;  Block- 
sid)/e,  599;  BItKlijet,  yOj  835;  BI<Klj;ett,  I20.  784,  830,  832, 
834.  839.  896;  Bloetiiaert,  50^  Bloemart.  Bl<x-mvnilall, 
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934.  93S.  939.  940.  943.  9«.  9$o.  95  «•  958.  959,  960,  968, 

§97*.  973.  984.  987.  ?95;  ^7": 
ncr.MO;  Co*t^  871^  985;  Coatet,  533,  806;  Cobb,  212. 
,  907;  Cobes,  156;  (Mhub,  810;  Cockbuni,  815; 
Cocberis,  180;  Cochoria,  MJ;  Coamm.  76,  i$2,  679; 
Cochrane,  163,  183,  266.  355.  426;  Coe,  712;  CocUr,  870; 
Cocyman.  74.  292,  327,  8^4;  Coff«.-,  613;  Cofliii,  154,  7S0, 
814,  958;  Co}»Rswcll.  219,  236;  Coi;swcll,  210.  213,  533. 
592,  74S;  Cuhii,  152;  Ci>il,  I'K);  Cokf,  765;  CoUuim,  307, 
376,420,613,  743.  "771,  005;  CUlt  ii.  4,  S.  'o.  156,  293,  379. 
382,  392,  918;  Cok-  (KixMc),  160,  183.  194,  208.  307,  309. 
37S.  376.  402.  4^".  42 >.  4^S.  474,  476,  477,  558,  toi.  602, 
hS.  ^56,  f'S;.  '-C,  ->-".  7'4.  7«6.  7«9.  735.  73^  834. 
835.  839,  9C6,  t)i4,  926.  930.  995;  Coleman,  102,  103,  355, 
01.  527,  SS9,  995;  Coles  637;  Coky.  677,  736,  749,  843; 
CoUgan,  987;  Collier,  140.  212.  274,  601,  635,  joi,  743,  744, 
834,  Coamg.  339;  Collins,  4a.  124,  126,  127,  354.  355> 
^  8u,  914.  94«.  9S«.  977.  980. 987.  988.  99«;  OonHoB, 
887;  Cotambus,  448;  Colvartl,  156.  354,  913.  9»; 
Cd*^  38Q;  Colvin.  74,  75,  92.  152,  156,  26<;,  ^77, 286.  287, 
»9»tai54.74a.  828.83o,8^m.  S5S.  830.  x.io.  .,c;S;  <;<.|«,ii.9.S7; 

CoaESk  478,  716,  717;  Comiiii;-.  l(  y        i.ij  1  ■ii,  .SSo.  S.^S; 

Conutock,  go.  175,  30.1,  359,  365.   7^.       nS.  521,  65s, 

657;  Coiiant,  700, 'S46;  Ci>iil>  ly,  973;  I  1  Irn.  817;  Coiuli.  t, 
8<j5;  Coiidan,  104;  Cone,  742;  (  'niirv.  93;  (  \)ii|^>  r,  93,  9  J. 
9'),  no,  112.  113,  115,  116.355.  420.  Soj.  S17,  .S19,  S.12,  034; 
(  oiii;il.in,  7S1.  7S2;  (Bonnie,  354;  Conklin,  242,304.  526, 
814,  913,  916;  CoiiVliri^;,  143,  362,  440,  621,  S13;  Conk-y, 
•52.  7'7;  Conc-ro|^'atthic,  300;  (Jonnell,  91 1 ;  Connelly.  55S, 
m6,  997;  ConiKT,  278,  425;  Conaick,  596;  Connolly,  305; 
Connor,  88,  89,  120,  ij;2,  705,  920;  Connors,  307;  Cfonrad, 
Conroy,  676.  68^  729,  710,  753,  754.  7S5.  7S*b  9*5; 
CamMil,  940;  Coiualoe,  931;  Coavene,  Syt;  Caayei,  920; 
Comnqr.  il^  118^  ip;  CSatk,  118^  14a.  iS>.  >70k  a".  ai4. 


f>^i-  73f'    748.  ')82:    Coon,  345,  713,  S4.1,  qtq.  iiqk; 

Ciwiey.  860;  Coonley.  6;5.  X34;  C<.oiilt\^,  !^32;  <  imhi-, 
910,  911;  Cooper,  127,.  129,  134,  152.  15!;,  156,  lNi>.  iSv 
200,  201,  209,  442,  446.  500,  52b,  567,  (Ji  '"CI,  701,  7  52, 
735-  Jfo,  777.  781,  785.  799.  827,  S41,  9(31,  911,  914,  042; 
Coom,  14;  Cijote,  379;  Coper,  777;  CopeUnil,  "cxS,  S^j; 
Copp.  319;  Cop]x.T,  6Jsi ;  Corbitt,  962;  Corcuran,  4S5; 
CordcU,  307,  812,  941;  Corlear,  38J,  556;  Corh«-.  712.  713; 
Combury,  4.  10,  2C4,  292,  382;  Cornelissc  273,  274,  ^t^y, 
ComeIis»-n,  295,  611.  825;  Cornell.  H,  «S.  301,  444.  45<^ 
48a  51Q,  564, 793,  814,  817,  834.  926, 9(8;  ConAtg,  39. 74, 
iifik  161,  att,  338,  329,  330,  331.  334,  342,  44a  441,  473, 
47*  475.  476.  477.  480.  49'.  5'4.  5»S.  5«ft  5««.  5*7.  S3». 
532.  534.  535.  536.  537.  538.  539.  540.  54«.  542.  543,  544. 
545.  567.  572.  59'.  611.  ^36.  637,  643.  662,  664,  677,  67S. 
687,  690,  713.  718,  720,  738.  745.  751.  761,  779.  791,  934; 
Cornwall,  184,  914;  Comwell,  42;  Corry,  127,  128,  129, 
983,  990;  Cor^liaeii'tt  II.  2,  13,  44.  45;  C' ir-.ti.iciiscn,  611, 
775;  Cortell,  91;  Cor»  ill,  92'.,  963:  Cory,  210,  943,  997; 
Cosby,  4,  10^  379;  Cosford,  765;  Coss,  843,  S69;  Costelkt, 


307.  343.  49»;  Coster,  273.  519.  O59;  (.o>t:^;ar),  525;  (  .tl, 
912:  Cotrell.  526,  5^3,  fi04.  634;  Couehinan,  813,  814,  915, 
916,  <)li>.  921;  roui.hlry  7S5,  894,  902.  903;  CouNon,  427, 
766;  (.  ou|>.  i;oi:  I  otmteniiiw,  735.  770;  Countryman.  1 14, 
152.153,  160;  (  iiiir>  i  lU 5S:;<  'cni-/-,  7.S5.  788,  793 ;  Courtney, 
156.  163.  164.  342,  343,  49°.  i-^'  744.  877.  905:  CourtriKht, 
344.  Covcl,  406,749:  Covck-n-,  252:  Covi-Jihovca,  841; 
Coveny,  971,  972:  Covert,  437.  877,  992;  Covill,  74;  Cowaa, 
170:  Cowell,47S;  Cowen,  145. 149;  Cower,  958;  Cowpcr- 
(hwaite,  257;  Cox,  222,  MC,  aaA.  229, 329, 474. 475. 839, 977; 
C07.  aio:  Coraiddl,  35$.  75^:  ^rab.  592; 

CnHie;  669:  CrUI,  477.  via'.  Cn«len,935:  Crai^,  211, 
213,  214,  218  221.  425,  438.  43?-  474.  477.  613,  614,  834, 
861,970:  (  V.im.  S41;  Cramer,  62 940,  941,  989;  Cranime, 
84;,S6<);  Cr.iinp!..ii.Siv.  Cr.wIaU  156,  227,  402,420,  510, 
928;  Cr.ine.  61  (.  620,  621,  640,  652.  (>(|o,  951;  CranneU, 
'52.  ^'37.  7'4.  7'i:  <"rarv.  420.  Sij.  S70.  S71.  872,  873,  874, 
875.  879,  SSo,  S.S2,  K.S3,  ,S.S5.  S,'^7 ;  (  i.mse,  970:  Cranston, 
971;  CranI/  (I  riuiii-V  1,  401,402:  Cr.iven.  102^103,110, 
113,  ll>,  I  If).  117.  III).  120:  Cr.iver,  7H.S,  1/77;  Craw,  744, 
8u:  Crawlor.l,  74.  154,  174.  213,  311J.  35v  373.  SS3.  *>35. 
786.  8:0,  H<i4,  iV'M.  973.  977,  9S0,  995;  Crawley,  307; 
Cirble,  355,  702.  S93,  902,  Q04.  got,  910;  Crehan,  527; 
Cregier.  273,  931:  Crippen,  t66,  814:  Cristtle,  971 ;  Ciitlca- 
den,  268,  561,  686;  Crocker,  91.  613.  789,  820.  9lt,9l4> 
^  Wi  996;  Crofts,  6«i:  Cravfant,  c8p;  Ciol,  ao|,  «!; 
Croinlile.821:  Cromwell,  S96:  Crank,  n8;  Crook,  564, 
Crooke,  127;  Crooki,  906,  987 ;  Crootn.  54,  55:  Croiwey, 
739;  Crosl^-,  90,  200.  210,  3S4.  376.  440.  5'H.  820,  982, 
984:  Crost,  972;  Croswell,  358.  359.  374,  375,  531,  701; 
Cnither?,  212;  Croun-*-,  90,  9V  210.  21 1.  212.  420,  425,  426, 
811.  812.  840,  841.  84^,  844.  846.  847,  84S,  S50,  851.  ^^54. 
85:5.  856.  857,  865,  86<).  871,  872,  873  877,  S79,  KSi,  882. 
S83,  S87,  S94,  900.  904,  005,  <|06.  007,  90S,  i)lo;  Crou-ler, 
891).  901;  Crowe,  854;  Criiikvh.uik.  652;  (  rukshaiik,  376; 
Crumb,  S;'^;  Criiinmv,  562;  Cruttenilcn,  652;  Cucehiarini, 
756;  Cuildv,  111),  120]  121;  Cull.  521.  749;  Cullcn,  230,613, 
839,  997;  Culli)iaii,  984:  Cullings,  613,  895;  CulvanI,  804, 
805;  Culver,  213.  242,  804,  911,  916.  94),  997;  Cumming, 
632;  Cumming*.  306.605,  769.  777,781,817,977;  Cuiuiing. 
bwn,  474. 7*3. 9*3. 1»>7;  Cttfley,  747;  Cantan,  355,  80a; 
Cnrtii,  f 39,  ao3.  iti.  ai4.  ato,  aai,  a8a.a43.34S.  33P.J*». 
6n>4.6iS.Sii,9S9.SP3.974.980|.#4:  Cirtfc  753;  Ctuttw, 
251 :  Cu~hiiiK,3t2;Cqdmnn,5i9i|OSi,9aS.7M^97<;<^n^^ 
8^5;  Cutler.  98.  152,  324,  355.  593,  624.  725;  Cutter,  744: 
Cuvlir,  41,  41,  qa.  III,  134,  156,  210,  261,  273,  342.  354. 
V'i'  377-  385,  401.  403,  405.  4f"  407.  i'^?-  4'2.  4'3.  4'^. 
4(S,  '4^1,,  if'.y.  468,  477,  47S.  4S0.  517.  5:11,  5.">.  5^7.  5*8, 
620,  (.21.  65S,  660.  661,  664,  679.  70S,  716,  74$.  7f«,  934; 

C.  ^^,'^;er  >.v  llaiwl.  173,  I7g:  Caiiilir,  I'orter  Hand,  179, 
185:  Ca^;gi-r  &  Porter.  179;  (  .il.ier  .V  Sm.  W.  D.,  024; 
CaiiKvclI.  Frasier  \  Co.,  937:  C.iKiii.  (  o-ili  y  .V  Co.,  613: 
CampKlI  &  C'uie,  95<),  <i6o;  Carlisle  &  Hill,  638;  CarwcU 
&  Carhart,  688:  C.irr  &  Clark.  647;  CamL  j.  H.  ft 
Colhum,  W.   M.,  376;  CarniU.  J.  K.  ft  HcDoittld, 

D.  ,  557;  Carrier,  J.  T,  jfi*;  Carr  ft  Salfebury,  6ty, 
Capron  ft  Wodhrettan.  561;  Chaawick  &  Cor,  956: 
Chandler  &  Starr,  604. 621;  ChaplnftCo..  D.,602;  Charles 
&  Co.,  574;  Chase  &  Co.,  A.,  564.  S^V.  Chase  &  Co., 
S  <;..  645:  Cha— S:  IVlelianly,  152;  Chrftian  &  lirm:.  J. 
M  ,  stVi;  CiiurchiH  &  .\l)l>\-.  70..;  Clark,  Decker  &  Gardner. 
Sf_i5;"  Clark  S;  Hale,  173:  (  lark  \  lIoNippIo,  957:  Clark  & 
V  an  ANtyne.  49I;  Cl.irk'  ,  Ceo  \V.  A;  Thomas  I.  I.,  377; 
Cl,»s.tan  \-  Ilaln-Wk,  375;  <,lemenl  &  (iro-e.  *»47 :  Clcmiiishaw 
\  Son,  f.  It  .  562:  ClevcUml  Bro-^  .  5(1;;  C  luelt  iV  Sons, 
'01.  634:  Coats  .V  Smith.  806;  Co(k-»-,  liiuce  \  Co. ,  613; 
ColTiM  i'^  Co  ,  Win.  V.  .  Q58;  <  oleinan&  Bro..  557.  '^yr,  <•  oles 

Wooilrufl,  <)37:  t-olleniier  &  Mason,  613;  Collin  it  Jones, 
951;  Conklin^  &  Herring.  621;  Cook  &  Son.  Adam,  594; 
Cook&Mcutch,  559;  Cook  &  Co,  Wm.,  62$;  Cooliclgc. 
I*ratt  ft  Co.,  556,  S59;  Cooniav  ft  WaMron,  63$;  Coning  ft 
Ca«  637;  Coming,  Horner  ft  WImtow,  $40:  Coming  ft 
Lathaaii33l  i  CocninK  &  Nortonj567, 572 ;  Comin(r  &  Walker, 
6^;  Carninvft  Winilow.  541 :  CcMircil  ft  Leonard,  604. 634; 
Cowen  &  Hill,  145;  Crab&Doi^,  592;  Craft.  WllaoavV  Co.. 
642;  CranMon  &  Ucldcn,  9Q7;  Crawford  ft  Lmnf(tlon,  635; 
Croswell  &  Co.,  II.,  375;  Cmswcll  &  Frany.  375;  Crois«aiit 
,V  Bro.,  5S0;  CriKik  iV  Co.,  Thos.  P.,  564;  CrounceiV  Hilton, 
8i;4;  Cullcn  &  Jotics.  6n;  Ciirti- &  Co.,  957,  959;  Curtit, 
I{<  al-  \-  Fearing;,  61 S;  Cuvliiiiaii  &  Co  ,  P.,  ^1}  Cvjicr, 
Gaiucvoort  &  Co.,  620;  Cuylcr  ft  Henley,  377. 
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987:  J^ldwi.  7^;  ^10^694,695: 
6.612; 

mo: 

-  r.  738;  Da 

forth,  173,  179,  9»o;  Danir.  100;  Dangler,  125;  Danhaiisor, 


TMtf,  701;  DkSbk.  Etaltaa,476.  Sit;  Daly,  im,  104, 
109,  iiOk  III.  113,476^4781983:  Damon.  S14.  877:  Damp, 
v>7;  Dam,  690,  691;  Munher,  738;  Daiir.  S70.  879;  Dan- 


439;  Danifljs,  567,  571,  881;  Danker*.  297,  2q8,  327,  844; 
ll:iuk<,  425;  nann.qS?:  I>aiis,  S5<;;  l).in!/,  S4K;  I);ire,9lS; 
I>aretha,  2g5;  lUiliii.;,  7'ii:  I'.i'a  liv.  1^5:  l)a\i:npott.  762, 
S70,  871,  S73.  S-.j.  SS),  NS(..  NS7,  gi'4;  D.iviil.  417;  Davi.l. 
>on,  91,  2\2.  ;,;,4.  355.  4X9.  5^0.  533,  534.  5  57.  ''55. 
7HS;  Davi,.  If).  92,  iSj.  1S4.  195.  212,  257,  ^(jS.  ^40,  354, 
415.  4?5.  4^8,  494,  564,'<)oo,  (>oi,  613.  621,  (oS.  (.32,  ^142. 

'140,  64S,  690,   711,  744,  •jiK).  771,  7S0.  7S4.  7.S7,  S03.  Sl2. 

816,  817,  S18,  830^  831,  812,  834.  S39.  841.  843,  S51. 
853,  858,  859,  860,  866,  869,  875,  920,  922,  973.  995;  Daw. 
967;  ItewMn,  358,  360,  361,  362,  363,  364,  377,  392,  413, 
426,  438,  480,  5>7*  5<9>  701.  702.  713.  9^;  l>awyer,  8a6; 
Dav.  152,  750,  788,  865. 907, 908;  Dayton,  83, 89,  lOf,  106, 
108,  109,  no.  III.  112,  210,  354,  527,  818,  844,  90^  913, 
916,  020,  962,  991,  00s,  997;  Kacon,  989;  Dean,  143, 144, 
ifKi,  ifK),  202.  220,  230,  341.  344,  376.  417,  438,  486,  675, 
(kSo,  ihSi.  ix)o,  7(1;,  7(w),  972;  flcarstync,  4S5,  491;  Dear, 
lurii,  S;  IV:  liaklscr.  21)5;  Ur  liatiiii,  940,  i>4l-.  De  Bow, 
3tXJ;  I  )i- Bio.iHtr,  273;  iK- C.illierf«,  383,  505:  IX-  Camp, 
945;  <lc  <"lia>'dlux,  674;  Dc  Chaiimonti  335;  l>ttl.ir, 
757'  ^S<  '^M,  S54,  906;  Dc>-kiTman,  744:^)0  Decker, 
46,  65.  301;  DcdcritU,  573,  589.  728;  Dc  Fc.iist.  90,  91, 
273,  "402,  420,  540,  613.  f)9o,  841,  846,  Sui;  De  Frec>t, 
1,402,  407.  785.  Hi'  '*<>9;  Fre«».  93a;  I>BFrcisto,  412; 
~      *,  273:  De);aii,  479;  Degamo,  6ai;  De  Graff,  211, 


812,  S14,  815,  817,  S19,  S20,  822,  853,  S55,  872,  917; 
[)e  la  Rirre,  3:  <li-  la  Omrt,  2SS;  He  Lact,  13',  50;  Dc  Ij- 
fayt-ltf.  797;  DcUliatitv.  355,  O3S,  699,  973,  974;  Dc  l.ain- 
coiirt,  407;  Dl-  l.a  M.itcr,  266;  Dc  1  ..nii.Urr,  201,  211, 
907;  Dtlamatif,  21.),  788,  915;  IX'  l„iiiirv,  4,  135,  2t>l, 
379'  i^i.  i^-  405.  41.?;  Uiicy,  10.  128,  ijo,  392,  541; 
DcUncy.  96S:  Delano,  980;  Delavari,  216,  225,  226,  243, 

335-  341,  ^42.  375-  376.  439-  459-  5<»-  53'.  ^S^.  (^A-  72'). 
752;  Dc  1,1  Vi;;,'i.i',  Q2<S:  l>clclianly,  98,  152,  474.  475, 

47*'.  47>i.  479.  5'5.  Sly.  597:  Dtlevan,  t>90;  Dtiliu>,  41,  272, 
466.  659,  771;  Dc  Lon^',  793,  830,  892,  891,  9<n,  9136, 
910;  Delong,  98,  354,  852,  894;  Delve,  996;  De  Maiollo. 
1;  l)e  Marguerites,  705;  Demaicst,  809,  926,  939,  940;  De 
Blarlia,  935:  Dememr,  899:  De  Meyer,  253;  T)c  Milt,  951; 
Demgen,  789;  Deming,  152;  Dcmiwey.  uyo\  Demer»,  361; 
Denaiier,  152:  Denfaergh,  934;  Dcnio,  i  );9,  2S1,  283,286. 
*87,  367,  375,  376,  934;  IV'tiison,  711.  Soi.  814.  819,  823, 
870,879;  Dcnnian,  267;  DcnruLk,  210.  7S.S,  902,  907,  90S; 
Denier.  705;  Itennison.  103.  104;  Dcnni^toii.  525,  529,620; 
Denny,  704;  Dinonvillc,  3;  Dc  Norman,  73;  Di-nt.  553; 
Dejww,  450;  De  IVy-iir,  42,  155,  370.  'j*'!;  iIc  revsicr, 
(Wx>;  Dl-iIkj.  -,  >)2''>;  Durliv.  613;  Dc  Rcarai.— .  S.|J:  <1l  kens, 
51;  dc  Kliara,  445;  De  KiJdcr.  794;  dc  k<K;haiiilx%iu,  674; 
iv  kir^ccrs  973;  I  >(jrmott.  9S2 ;  Dcivivr.  214;  Dc  .Sales, 
752;  !)«  .Salle,  729;  I>csmonil,  30S;  l>cstillator,  763;  l\i 
"Vtit,  587;  Develin,  983;  l)evcn^orf,  629;  Devereiiu.x,  526; 
Devmtn,  104,  106.  108,  914,  915,  9i8,'gi9,  920;  Devine, 
191;  Dcvoc.  90.  92.  93.  401,  7^  809,  817,  820,  826,  841, 
843, 847,  849,  .>o6;  Dcvol,  ail. »«,  ^95, 861;  De  Vries  13, 
53i  Devyr,  37<>:  l>c  Wew,  tnftkimvf,  tiv,  DeWiti,  44. 
iSa,  lyi,  a6i.  267.  336.  440.  443.  446.  447. 5*3.  S>6.  527. 
529,  531.534,613,  635.  735.  74«.  761.  77'.  772.  <)«9:  l>e 
W.ilf,  234,  450;  Deyermaiid,  479;  Doxtcr.  .So,  (140,  647,  648, 
(/17;  Dcyo,  726;  Dc  Zcng.  76;  Dc  V.iHu\\e.  212;  DiMilc, 
<iri:  Dick,  42,  127;  Dicker,  ^7;  DicU.y,  yiA.  571:  Dicker, 
man,  479,  4S1,  521.  7<y).  710,  717;  DitkcrMm,  170;  D:ckin- 
son,  lf'3.  925.  975:  Di^k-iit).  210.  43i>.  ^|-.  (132.  7itj.  -jzii, 
740,771,  7SS,  S93.  904.  (J07.  924;  Dicdnck,  1)3(1;  Dielen 
dorf,  811;  Dii-skau,  389;  Dirt/,  73,  401,  441,  559,  597.  ijiiS, 
723,844;  DilUailieck,  613;  DilliuN  39;  DilliKi.  479;  Diii^- 
nan,  274,  906,907;  Din^  941,  945;  Dingwcll,  335;  Din- 
nefurd,  704:  Din^  115:  DMcm, 


Dockstader,  968:  Doddt,  425,  711;  Dodge,  102,  103,  104, 
^>       937.  90?!  962,  971;  Dodworth,  74^^;  Dodkcr,  731; 


sen,  972;  Dongan,  10.  12,  69,  71,  72,  272,  289,  298,  379, 

383.  458,  4''i.  4''3.  657.  '>87;  Donw.  7*6;  Dongun,  3;  Don- 
Ion,  968;  I>onlop.  556,  752;  Donnelly,  147,  307;  Donohuc, 
476,  987,  9.*W;  DiinovaJi,  716;  Doody.  oS;  l>ioley,  98; 
Doolitile,  197,  737.  915;  Doran,  677,  729,  753,  756;  Dore- 

;    mils,  734;  llorinaii.  354,  S31,  023.  92s.  r).S9;  Doinctt.  637; 

'  Dorr.  155.  210,  4.}0,  529,  f»n3,  .J3.I;  IimUv.  1)71;  P-pltcr, 
102,  10",,  lOvS;  Doty,  354,  800,  SciO.  809.  S20,  S.Sb,  931.  0U4; 
Douhlc^ay,  700;  Dougherty,  656;  Douglas,  841;  Douglass, 
230,  526,  532,  571,  6m,  620,  637,  708;  Douw,  40,  42,  128, 
129,  iss,  261,  273.  274.  337-  353.  385.  39«.  399.  4«>l.  4P5. 
A07,  ^11,  ^12,  413,  418,  4O9,  494,  534,  572,  611,  620^ 
6u,  633,  642,  660,  661,  679,  731,  945;  Dover,  848;  Dowd, 
91;  DMrdoey,  761;  Dowbog,  565;  Downey,  to8;  Dorwning, 

«32.  24|.  333.  37fc  Ua\  OWK  SS8&.(>44:  MfK 
401.  438,  442;  iJoyfci  tJ4.  J*8. 9S7,9e8,97i,  973;  Dra^, 
156,  380;  Drake,  424.  SJO,  704,  752,  912,  914;  Dr.i]KT.  152, 
198,  346,  355.  699;  Drew,  489,  705;  Drcycr.  132;  d  Rid. 
der,  385;  "l)nsius,  251;  Drum.  924;  Drumm.  S43.  .S<^; 
Drumnuiiul,  7.'v9;  i)uaiie,  42,  130,  131,  354,  410,  523,  622; 
Diiboi.-.  413,  420.  <)4o,  926,  ^S8:  I>u  fi<>!>.  212.  230;  Du- 
bu  jiic.  (120;  Diicharne,  427;  I>udk'y,  173,  354.  440,  524, 
526,  529,  (ill.  ()(i2.  M>3,  677.  682.  732,738,  751,  752;  Duel, 
817;  Ducll,  H77;  Du.r,  131,  138,  142,  154,  267,  354,  359, 
373.  7^;  DulT,  K)<),  DufTan,  752:  Duffy,  304,  376,704.705, 


750.  75'.  970,  973.  977.  988;  t>UKaii.  308.  638,  763;  Dugaii, 
ZSt".  757,  75^*;  Di^ast,  966;  Dalui,  343;  Dummer,  621,  617; 
I>umont.  103,  899:  Dunbar,  305,  760;  pnoaui,  3S4«  96>> 

>j  DbwImI* 


963,  964;  Dunham,  613,  616^  977;  Dmitoa.  fas; 
meycr.  sii;  DubIkih        7*%  9«>>  945.  9";  J^aOap, 
<p.  91.  *60k  355,  559,  ifio.  JSjfc  yst,  977.  9»«,  ?9«; 

Duiimore,  «,  10;  Dunn,  328,  332.  334,  621,  647,  651, 
671,  686,  »7;  Dunnigan,  164, '306,  307;  Dunphy,  119; 
Dun^bach,  50S,  933,  DiuKomh,  613;  Dupany,  305; 

Dur.wid,  5.S9,  737,  73S:  Duran,  758;  Durant,  78,  92,  500^ 
526.  534.  '>'".  ''^1.  f'ii.  "33,  639,  650,  («ft).  744,  770.  9'3. 
987.  ci<>7:  Durftf,  S^u:  Durfy,  820;  Duryce,  279;  Du*en- 
bury.  210,  Olt;  Dutchcr,  147,' 613,  749,  870,  S71,  937.  tjH4; 
Duy~tcr.  49;  Y)uy\cpa^;li,  u\[  :  1  >'\V.indcliu:r,  272;  I>«ight, 


194,  266,  26S,  321.  375.  370.  377,  430,  606,  639,  679,  716, 
743,  803;  Dwyer,  108,  109.  481,  485.  651,  7«7.  903.  997: 
I^ckman,  46,  61,  62,  65,  297;  DycT.  92,  152,  266,  308, 
817,  819,  Sao,  016,  077;  Dyne.  406;  Dyncw,  306. 

Daltoo  ft  Klhhe,  012;  I>avenport  &  Crowe,  854;  Dav. 
cnport  &  Frrdericlcx,  854:  Davis  &  Bancroft,  19J;  Davk 
&  Center,  438;  Davis  &  Co..  R.  C,  642;  Davi»  ft  Craft, 
642;  Davis,  Craft  &  Wilson,  642;  Davis  &  Son,  J.  A.,  600; 
Davis  &  Van  Vcclitcn,  195;  Daw>on  &  Co  ,  377;  Dawson  ft 
I^nnox,  960;  Dayton,  Hall  iV  Co.,  597;  DciKrick  Bros., 
589;  Dt^ilerick  \  Co..  1'.  K.,  573:  Ik  Kom-i,  Patten  & 
Co.,  613:  r\-  C.ratT  Co..  <  >.  U.  56S;  Dciehanlv  iS;  Sm, 
M..  658;  IViii  .,  !•  I'ln  A  Kiclu-ir.l-.' Scth.  373:  \hi  Witt  \ 
Nephew,  613;  Dc  Witt  .V  Spoor,  132;  Dcy,  Wm.,  646; 
Dickson  &  Sf>n.  V.  A..  ,,24:  Douw  "&  Co.,  V.  1'..  642; 
DouN&  Cary,  644:  Draper  &  Che..ter,  152,  198;  Drum  & 
Tossom.  924}  Dofly  ft  Forrot,  704;  Dufl^,  MffOaHnfii  ft 


Angus,  376;  Dnnham  ft  Co.,  1.  w.,  613;  EtawftCo.,  R, 
G.,  641, 671:  Doiant  ft  Co.,  632, 639;  Dnrant  ft  Efauofe, 
639;  Dunwt  ft  McKundh  63a;  Dunurt,  W.  ft  C.  63a. 


Eadie,  923;  F^rl,  8S1,  8Sa,  901,  905,  974;  EatW,  159; 
Earls,  841,  847:  Karlcy.  91, 92,  93.  834;  Earlv,  94:  Easterly, 
420,646;  1-jstiii.in,  113,  115,  430,  643,  9^7 ;  f^astim,  16,  2^, 
3<>4.  613,  614,  678.  (x/r>.  (V),),  Sill,  c;93;  KisIwikkI,  9fj3,  971, 
972;  llaton,  152.261,  2'i7,  44.S,  44(),  450,  498,  587,  613,  614, 
72S,  743.  .Soo.  882,  995,  99*;  KUI.  5<.2:  EK-rling.  763; 
kUrt,  502;  Kcilcs,  971,  972;  Eccloiiic,  168;  Kckhart,  907; 
Eck.-r.  12S,  152.  872,875.  876,923,927;  I  cub,  J 13,  769; 
hjldiiigton,  90^);  Eildy,  173,  523,960;  pjlgar.  996;  bdgertoa, 
420,  740,  996;  ICdte,  S96;  EdmetUon,  98.  99,  100.  aii,  218, 
613;  Edmonds,  157,  158,  ail,  a8i,  344,  708;  Edson,  559, 
'  );  Edward,  4a,  78;  Edward^  141,  142,  '43.  'S*.  '7<^ 


189,  301,  202,  343, 34a,  533..^  »lt  ^  834.  9»t  9Ui 
960:  Egan,  951, 970^  97j;  ^{facrtt.  89, 13a,  950^  956^  9S7* 
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I.  967,  968.  969;  KkctK)!),  518,  519;  EsKlcston,  559; 
Jc,  6ai;  Kbier,  57?;  Ekllitz,  450;  Eij;h<»,  209.  213,  314. 
267.  40t  ,  407.  498,  ^20,669,  725,  946;  Ellwrtaeii,  29s  ;  Eltl- 
ridj^c,  567,  814;  Klixs  621;  Eliot,  w  Ui*,  91 1:  I-lkins  ij, 
^  ^  <V48,  706,  725,  77s;  Elf^tt,  524;  Elliott.  ^ 
429.  524.  737.  yi^*:  E"'*.  U3i  JZ£i  ^'7.  °5o;  I-Hison,  241), 
267.  759,  760,  765:  Ell  maker,  950:  ElUworth,  42s.  736, 
Elmetvclorf,  7;,  212.  420,  64H,  (kutf,  731,  771.  835;  Klmore, 
^9;  Elsa^s,  854:  Ely,  S35:  Embury,  761;  Emcrich,  919: 
wncrson,  752,  961;  Emery,  474,  832,  903;  Emmet,  132, 
134.  KS.  141.  592,  945:  Kmmelt,  706,  707;  Emmons, 
100.  220,  207.  333.  37 s:  Emmoit,  844;  Emory,  218; 
Emrick,  911;  Ejvdcrs,  934;  Enearl,  950:  Eneral,  971, 
Engel;  652,  743,  8o(,  811,  818,  817,  S2a  870;  Enisle- 
hart,  q\\  EngfiMi,  918;  Enni>i,  770,  94I;  Enos,  420:  En. 
sij»n,  951;  Erilmann,  748,  Ericsson,  541;  Ermand, 
646,  690;  Erskine,  193;  Erile,  754:  ErUbcrKcr,  420;  Erwin, 
30s.  781,  892,  901,  (>03,  cjos.  906,  910,  911:  iSlUeck,  525: 
E(!«lslyn,  406;  Estes,  377:  Estway,  781,  780;  Evans,  237. 
410.  422i  477.  526,  592.  «>4S.  940.  967,  977,  982:  Evarl.  940; 
Evarts.  148.  161.  171;.  18a  191,  an.  287;  Everett, 
682,  685,  750;  Evers,  474.  477.  478,  559;  Everts.  948; 
Evertse,  lOj  370,  519;  Evenscn,  535,  63^,  722;  EvcrtMMi, 
5''>>  535.  980;  Cwtii,  njo;  Ewrtnt;s,  l(y>;  Emrig>,  818;  Ey- 
tiiiK'e,  705. 

Earing  Dros.,  562;  Easlon  &  Co.,  C.  P  ,  61;;  Eaton  & 
Kirchncy,  448;  Kd»on  \-  Co.,  Cyrus,  550;  hlwarils  & 
.Mcatis,  201 :  ttlwanlri  &  Sturti-vant,  180;  Eefiert*  \  HaiU-y, 
056;  Eni{ic*(<>n  A:  Mix,  559;  Eidlil/,  Ricliardsoa  &  Co.,  410; 
blli»  &  Co.,  Edwin,  650;  El^ac;-  Phillcv,  854;  EraMoiT & 
Co.,  646;  Evans  &  bro.,  J.  K.,  645. 


Faliritlus,  764;  Fahy,  479,  480;  Fair,  450,  517;  Fairh.-ink, 
23s :  1- airLliild.  1 7<(,  44  j ;  Fairmaii,  718;  Fairlcc,  804,  813, 843, 
*54«  '^73.  '*74.  *77.  94°:  I'akit:.  716;  Ealardeaii,  073:  Fal- 


anlo,  1 S4:  Falcs,  575;  Kalkc,  632,  906;  Fanner,  367;  Kargo, 
3ig,  >2i ;  Farifuchcc,  817;  Fanning,  829;  Farley,  410,  478, 
479;  Farliii,  677;  FarmiT,  448;  harnham,  420.  704,  752; 
Fanisworlh,  ^22,  480,  519,  709,  71 1;  Farr,  343.  78s;  Far- 

rell,  3--  ■•      

FasoU 

Faxlon,  322^  Fay,  30,  210,  ItL  713:  1-aycrwcathcr. 
605;  Fayli-i,  476,  519,  712;  Koar»-y,  (>o5,  644;  Ftarinj;,  618; 
Fcjitbtrby.  639;  I-t.-atlH-r>tonhauKli.  IS2.  IW.  212.  214,  221, 

?7;;  FtxlcTick.Qj;  Ffgan,  212:  Ei-llowji, cj2,  2i2i390i 940, 972; 
clter,  ga;  Fcllhou.'gp,  426:  Fcltraan,  5?".  go.  100.  102. 


474. 


641,  750;  Ft-nn,  ii;7:  fcnnc-lly,  212.  o^gtiT,  Fcnncr,  278: 
Fcnton,  II,  i6i.  2»t),  219,  3ci^>,  444,  7vj,  813;  Fcr,  426;  Fi-rnu- 
son,  211.  7W.  8S2,  906,  926,  971,072;  Fcrti,94o;  Foros,  935; 
Fcrrcll,  972;  Ferris,  616,  685,  686,  771,  914;  Fessi-nden, 
692,  744:  Fethcrlv,  564,  841,  846,  847,  851;  Fetter,  920; 
l-france,  27-;;  Ficldlcr,  558;  Fidlcr,  556,  566;  Field,  17^. 


,   ^  ,  -FTnley,  749;  Finn,  106^ 

ISX,  521;  Finncian,  755;  Firman,  785;  Fish,  li,  1  sO.  2lo. 
lisi  iia  iii,  603,  71a,  728,  785,  925,  947;  Fist fulT  804, 


87a,  873,  980;  Fink,  ai,  atji  518; 

;;  Fife 

.  .  *.  785.  . 

S09;  Finhir.  2ij  iWj  30L  lOi  584,  677,  704,  763,  7f^,  817. 


835,  841,  900,  9387960,  988n'"i''k,  I2ii  £13;  241;  Filch,  30, 
tio.  226,  iio,  ^  ^  479.  711.  712.  tSS.'Sjii.  »S3.  >*93. 
000,  902, 906, 907,  910, 91 1 ;  Fitchctt,  49I.988, 997;  Fills,  1^; 
FintHry,  971;  Htzt^crald,  ICQ.  106.  618:  Fit/patrick,  lot).  61b. 
754.  755.  973;  l  u/>imraons.  478,  983;  Flagen,  7937Tlagg, 


134.  2f»q,  4^S,  44',.  (.77.  70S;  Hauler,  lOJ.  112,  irj,  llj, 
2ig,.3S4.  742.  743.  781,  78s,  S92,  900,  905,  928;  FuTiagm. 
987;  Flancgun,  103 ;  hlcLschman,  213,  24;,  740;  Hrins- 
burt;h,  817,  870,  871,  905,  906.  907;  Flcmmg,  518;  hVlclK-r, 
i  10,  2531  22i  2u<h  3^  35iSi  liSi  ''38.  906.  950.  <)<'3, 
971,  <)J2\  Minn,  632,  609;  Flint,  406.  817,  9164:  Hcxldcn, 
825;  Flood,  478;  Floycl,  410.  424;  Flud,  624;  Flynn,  io»), 
no,  III,  \oj,  479;  fodder,  972;  Fo«n,  613;  Foland,  106. 
478;  Folc)rr877;  Folgcr,  I7ii7«3;  Foljamb.  750;  Fulsum, 
613,  688;  Foils,  592;  Fond 76,  aoo,  an.  ■xii,  401.  402, 
403.  406,  ^  ^  ^it^  523,  533,  534,  6*0,  647,  699,  855; 


216,  354.  437.  5*6,  621,  631,  646,  671,  749,  853,  897,  920. 
922,  92  J,  924,  925,  926,  928,  975,  977;  Forman,  9S7;  For- 
rot,  704,  705;  Forsyih,  3Sj,  421.  526.  544.  621,  761,  888, 
981,  997;  For*ythc.  500;  fori.  643,  812,  834,  893,899,920, 
935.  9M.  989;  ^"orth,  624;  Fooler,  ijS^iSi  522,  527, 
677.  749.  050.  945.  94S.  9<^7.  ¥>9'  98orFotciis76os;  Fowler, 
88.  fa^  aii,  aii  aji  aw,  526,  539,  S3«.  S4f>.  621.  634, 
681,  m6,  687,  817,  850,  906,  956;  hox,  962.  989;  Foy,  f>i, 
1 1 6,  176;  Fr.nleiilmri;h,  765;  Frad^ley,  620;  Fraley,  935; 


Fraleigh,  935;  Frali^h,  420;  Francis,  306,  41 1 :  Frank,  562, 
644;  Franks,  474:  FranlTIin,  38.  ui  3ali  ili  479. 
674,  699,  718;  Franquinet,  7J3;  Frary,  •}7i;;  Fr.x^r,  620, 


627,  647,  712,  977,  9S9,  99a:  I  rasicr,  785,  79a:  Frazcr,  S58, 
988;  Fnuicr,  789,  937;  Fa-dcnbure,  210:  Fredenljurgh, 
213,  832,  835;  Freikuhill,  424;  Fredenriih,  474,  521,  564; 
FrSlerick,  aL  24;  JiJ.  52^  'O'-  I02.  ^s6,  ^6a.  ;;<>4,  420, 
435,  841,  843,  SjB,  84iC852,  855,  867,  S69,  906;  FredcricCs; 
S40,  854;  Fretlertcksc,  272.  301,  463;  Free,  519;  Frct:li(jh, 
1;  rro 


3S4:  Frcem.in,  ^  lacj,  no.  21V  2lq.  221,  24 439.  587, 
60s,  738.  S80;  Freoinont,  217  ;  Freer,  g^a;  Fredcndall,  710, 
850.  854;  Freidcnrich,  639;  Fre-iifhley,  872;  Freleieh,  80, 
945;  Frelitjh,  2 ID.  934.  948;  Frelinghuyscn,  77 1;  Frcltie, 
931;  Fremont,  I2ii  French,  aL  iii.  5<».  5^7.  599.  ^'47. 
7^8,858,  852,  Sjis,  975;  Frcy,  763rFreydend.-ill,  846,  847, 
849,  851:  l-rcvli'iinhaiistn.  703;  I-riday,  785,  78.>,  79a,  854; 
Fnedendall,  845:  Fricdiander,  42.^,  710;  Friedmann,  763; 
Fricdnichte,-748;  Frisbee,  |isi>:  FnitlMe,  3^4,  420,  422,  700; 


Frisby,  354.  428.  700,  715,  916,  971;  Frink,  gl.  no.  120. 
817.  H7or87«TS72.  S74.  sSi.  8»7.  «S8.  956.  057.  95S,  976: 
Froment,  564;  Fronttnac,  3j  322;  Fnwser,  78S:  Frothing- 
ham,  Q2,  loj,  i£2j  425,  410.  «^'48.  681.  748,  S60;  Frojt, 
613,  63a,  941,  942,  9^»4;  hry,  32i  <>il.  700,  72a;  Frver, 
321  al- l^z^  5*6.  613,  614,  6217840,  841,  843,  840,  {{59, 
goajruhr,  420;  Fur  beck,  841,  89a,  893.906,  924;  Fuller, 
28,  30,  ii6j  118,  nai  lao,  122,  420,  438,  4^0, 

585.  729,  740.  tlS.  JqfT.  S4S.  850,  ^  892.  3gg,  gOI, 

910,  912.  913,  916,  950,  951.  961,  9f5S,  969,  973;  Fullin^ton. 
872;  Fulton,  i^j  363,  4S7,  749;  Furman,  376;  Futhier, 
971;  Fyne,  272; 

F.\irlic  &  Elsars,  854;  Fa»sctt  &  Co.,  613;  Fa<«ett,  Son 
&  Co.,  613;  FavH'ltA:  Wiishbiirn,  613;  Fearcy  &  Son,  J., 
fj44;  Fearey  &  Son*,  T.,  655;  Ferrij  ic  Armour,  606; 
Fiddler  A:  Taylor.  558.  566:  Fish  &  IJro.,  J..  603:  Fisher, 
J.  &  (;.,  960;  Fitchctt  &  Smith,  491  ;Fit/.gcrald  &  Son,  E., 
638;  Hud  i:  Uochlowitz,  624;  Fokjg,  Patten  &  Co.,  613; 
Fonda  &  t  o..  I).  <^T,  FoH  iV  .Son,  T.  W.,  631;  Fort 
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299i  222i  3ik  3S^  38s.    3')i.    399.   400.  401. 

42L   405,  407^    402,    4101    411^    412^  415 

4*9.  440.  4447467.  48s.  4857490.  523.  5*^6587060;  661; 
669,  679,  846,  906,  941,  944 :  len  Kvck,  42,  Z4i  Zi.  Z^,  88, 
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971,  084;  Tennant.  717,  768  ;  Tcnnev,  248.  269,  271.  2h6, 
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745.  ...  ...   
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ThofDC,  611,  813;  rhomliin,  95,  ^76.  480,  485;  Px^rp, 
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6^2.  708,  743,  744.  832,  9j$7  ;  I  ravis,  951,  902,  967,  969, 
971  ;  Tread  well,  25,  se,  122.  26l.  3S4i  422,  527.  567.  568, 
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581  ;  Ten  Eyck  &  Brinkerhoff,  635  ;  Ten  Eyck  &  Co.,  621  ; 
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221.  261.  267.  z6S|"22i,  27^.  277.  278727').  2oor 2S1,  282, 

287.  28S.  2S<)i  2<20j  2illj  2<12,  2iii  221'  ii^l  US,  323, 

liL2ii;iiii3Si>i5SiiliSi3aLiMi3a2i  4ol.  422.42ii 
407,^  ilS,  112,  £13, iU>.  4jS.  ^  420,  ^  ^  ^ 

438,  4^2,  4^2,  ±0,  ^Mi  iili  ^111  4ti5,  469.  49'. 
497,  498,  513.  523,  524,  pS;  S27.  5287  532,  «34,  613,  621, 
629,  631,  656,  658,  659,  661,  662.  667,  674,  675,  676, 
677,  679,  683,  684,  694,  714,  715,  718,  735,  752.  758,  760, 
762.  780,  782,  783,  796,  810.  825,  826,  838,  842,  844,  84s, 
»97,  899,  911,  915,  924,  926,  932,  933,  936,  938,  943,  944, 
950,  951,  952,  964,  974,  990,  993  ;  Van  Santc, 
40^  ;  Van  Santford,  448,  479,  613,  614,  637 ; 
Van  Sanlvoord,  621,  645.  834,  899,  ooo,  950; 
Van  Santvoordt,  40'>.  406.  408.  409 ;  Van  .Schaack,  125, 
128.  436  463,  8027^93,  894.  <joi,  903  ;  Van  Schaaik,  407. 
826  ;  Van  Sch.ick,  465,  467  ;  Van  Schaick,  8q.  go,  124.  I2q, 
155.  156,  22i  121,  2«>4.  3S3.  3S5i  375.  i2^3^  iflL.  m- 
39^  390.  400.  40a.  406,  409.  412,  413.  41^  4iSi  524.  520. 


489,  5n  ;  Vidicr,  973  ;  Vieic,  21L  122i  422,  532.  624, 
637,  688.  728.  732,  735, 942,  994,  995,  996  ;  \Titi,  202,213  ; 
Viggers,  4»o ;  Viller,  708  ;  Villcroy,  273  ;  Vincent,  378; 
412,  688,  832,  836,  924  ;  Vine,  gl,  626,  841,  842,  846,  8477 
849,  850 ;  Vinegar,  566  ;  Vinhagen,  223  ;  Vint,  737  ;  Vin- 
ton,  424  ;  Virgil,  ^lo.  t2o.  321  ;  Visbeck,  27^  :  Vischer 
(Vishcr).    I22i   L5^  302j    355;    (Visschcr).    401^  ^ 

465, 

    .  V^r* 

hecs  (VoorhuyK),  103,  1 18.  n2i  LSsU  2 12,  401,  430,784,  894, 
902,  908  ;  Vorc»,  895  ;  Vose,  568,  613  ;  Vosbui^h,  I2S,  127, 
\}*-  27 ^.  355,  .JOS,  440,  521,  636,  637.  638,  716,  717,  850; 
Vrooman  (Vrwnan),  90,  154,  2C9,  3C5,  410,  418,  647,  704, 
777.  779.  784.  792.  795.  832,  834,  839,  &41,  844.  845,  848, 
840,  872,  891,  906,  928,  945,  986. 

Van  Acmam  &  Slcincr,  854  ;  Van  Allen  &  Henry, 
54  ;  Van  AKtyne  &  Son,  637  ;  Van  Aimcs  &  Chase,  634 ; 
'an  Bcnschotcn  &  VVamcr,  854,  855  ;  Van  Benthuy»fn  & 
Co.,  701  ;  Van  lienthuyscn  &  Wood,  vrt,,  700,  701  ;  Van 
Bonghec  &  Son,  924  ;  Van  Burcn,  647  ;  Vance  &  Wendell, 
376;  Van  Gaaslievk  &  Co.,  A.  B.,  624:  Van  Ileuscn  & 
Charles,  m.  637,  701  ;  Van  Kemsclacr  &  Co.,  613  ;  Van 
Santfi>r»l  &  Anabic,  637  ;  Van  Santl'ord  &  Co.,  A.,  645  ; 
Van  Santford  &  Katon,  448,  613  ;  Van  Schaick  &  Co.,  J. 
B  .  22^:  Van  Slyke  &  C37603.  647  ;  Van  Valkcnburgh  & 
Co.,  JTB.,  613  :  Van  Valkcnburch  &  Co.,  S.M.,  624  ;  Van 
Wormer  &  Co.,  J.,  569  ;  Van  Wormer  &  McGarrcy,  568, 
569 ;  Van  Wormer  &  Sons,  C,  587 :  Vir^gil  &  Rice, 
320 ;  Vose  &  Co.,  568  ;  Vroman  &  Co.,  S.,  647. 

W 

Waa-s  743  ;  VVachlium,  923  ;  VVachtcr,  652  ;  Wacker 


i..    .  ,   75.    .  ..  . 

>Vagcr,  328,  934,  9SO,  957,  9^)4,  967,  970,  989.  905  ; 


Wagoner,  L54.  i^li  5*4.  763.  77».  780,  785,  817,  832,  841, 
842, 846,  8477*49,  850,  893,  907, 908  ;  Whalen,  476  ;  Waine, 
329.  613  ;  Waitc,  128,  355,  326,  521  ;  Wait.  120,  558,  742, 
920  ;  N\akcman,957,  992  ;  \Valbeck,  4»  ;  Walch,  754,  834, 
044  ;  Waldcn,  631,  S03,  804,  805  ;  Waldman,  519,  621  ; 
Waldo,  226  ;  Walilridgc,  311  ;  Waldron,  3SS.  635,  829,  832, 
833,  S40.  S42,  846,  847,  848,  863,  914,  961  ;  Walford,  681, 
884  ;  Walker,  Zi  225i  4iL  422.  477.  526,  529,  530,  557, 


50.  <^iii.  f-Ji,  6j6,  632,  636,  6?7,  643,  <x47,  61,3,  742, 
847,  84S,  849,  850,  851,  871,  S82,  960;  W-ilh-ir,  .)0, 


152 


Irn,  600;  Waller,  210,  213  ;  Walley,  785,  793  ;  Walls,  305  ; 
W«l«h,  loa  154.  3<H.  4*5.  477.  5*1,  ^  ^  SS8iSl»7. 
631,  664,  672,  754.  75s.  757i  W ;  Wd*e,  iju ; 
Walten,  186,  599;  Waltoii,  683;  WMtm^,3|0:  Wal- 
worih,  341.  592.  677,  680.  7S3;  WanMl,  9OI,  977.  979. 

980,  9S4,  n86  ;  WaiKis,  77.  Sq.  92,  94.  104,  all,  213,  788, 
789,  793.  855,  Sq2.  S93.  8.>4.  '90^,  90.!,  904.  905  !  Waotcr- 
iia^cii,  573  ;  Ward,  gci,  103,  io<>,  nd,  154,  212,  2!6,  220, 

221.  223. '224,  238,  23<l,  3S4,  342.  344.  365,  394,  4.tS,  471,, 

481,  4S5,  i;nn,  1567.  613,  (14;,  I,--;,  69^1,  (k)I,  -k  ,  Sk),  ^4l, 
S41,  84;,  *4S,  Sq4.  9.(1.  1)28.  98,  ,  W.Trricii,  1  Si).  9^8  ; 
Waiilucll,  1137  ;  Warf.inJ,  154,  9H0,  9S7  ;  \\.mtji(,',  331,  <Sl2  ; 
Warkcr,  52*1 ;  Warmingloii,  42(5,  7K2  ;  Warner,  5,  8(),  92. 

93.  q*.  233.  jT*).  394-  3W.  4"'.  420.  527.  f"2.  713.  /-SO. 
801.  804,  809,  %tO,  811,  813,  814,  S17,  819,  S^4,  855,  871, 
873,  879,  881  ;  Wamck,  S72,  873,  S74,  875,  S79,  90a,  901  ; 
Warring,  159 ;  Wancn,  305,  aio,  aij,  ai4.  33^.  342,  420^ 
477.  553.  558.  6'3. 63?.  7?S.  ?4a.  743-  78«.  790.  875.  89?, 
904,  906,  963, 175,  mo:  Wamngtoo,  ^ao ;  Wari,  7:  Wash- 
bum,  154,  53$,  587, 613,  tm,  634,  749,  917.  980,  989.  095  ; 
Washiii^Ion,  290,  304,  394,  396.400.405,  418.4:1) :  Wii^lrr, 
706;  VVassorbach,  211  ;  \V.ibsoii,  92,  319,  3JI,  3  v>.  .iT*^.  >7S. 
438,  480,  513,  568,  574,  729  ;  W.ik-ilmiy,  154.  2t*<.  (.41, 
679,  (kSo,  914,  916,  926,  935  ;  W  aterman.  I5('.  47.1,  4H5, 
592.  624,  632,  i.3<i,  (.99,  732.  735.         Oi".  <142.  'M.S.  ')5". 

t)f<T.  974,  <i77  :  \\.iu-is,  414,  671,  777.  781,  SSo:  Wai 
kias,  735;  WaN..ii.  ().  76,  78,  S8,  155,  2S1,  31x1,  310,  3^5, 
507,  iog,  523.  524.  tl8,  535.  502,  5V1.  (,\t).'(^(i.  694, 

760,  810,  817,  850,  881.  913,  916,  920,  970;  Walt,  77; 
Walla,  363,  523,  719.  9f'2  ;  Way.  519,  874,  945:  Way- 
l*nd,  749 :  Waogh.  9i>3.  997 ;  Wayne,  292.  597,  59*, 
607,  Itoj,  894,  903,  9C4,  9C6  ;  Weatherby,  635  ;  Weather. 
llHd,  fife;  Wwuhcrwax,  321,  527,  854,  935  ;  Weaver,  98. 
MO,  101,  Ipt,  103.118.  345,  479.  59^  *»!:.7a«.  84». 
S44,  S47,  Sjo,  9oik  92.1.  931,  •>4t.  9m;  Webb,  500,516, 
53«.  545.  55>'.  57'.  '>-'!.  C37.  71S.  743,  749,  764,  970; 
\Vci«rr,  I  K>,  i.'<.;,  551).  743.  073  ;  Wr!.'.K.-r,  706  ;  WeUer,  •O9, 

220, 318,335,  ^^c.  35S.  307, 3'7i.  372. 375. 3-6,419,448, 500. 

533,  5.34,  507,  ill  I,  ii-,t>.  007.  (192.  6«)5,  7.0,  702,  914,  9S1  , 
Weilell  621  ;  We<i.l!ii,  7<ii  ;  Wfc<i.  142,  144,  356,  ^58,  559, 

361,  372.  373.  374.  37<^'.  377.  ij^,  421,  424.  4J5.  5-i. 
529,  589.  Jgt).  617  ;  \\<.-e<l,  679,  6S7,  701,  702.  704,  743,  768, 
806,  860;  Wceden,  926  ;  W  pcks,  995  ;  Wecins,  4,  386  ;  Wcid 
roan,  72,  212,  526,  621.  6^0,  631,  <i32,  8ai,  802,  804, 
805,  808,  809,810.  8i3.8i4;8i8,82o.823,  9C6L  993.  9«7. 
961,  968,  970  ;  Weieer.  402  ;  W«r,  586,  737,  968 ;  Weiae, 
I,  43  ;  Wdaer,  38  j  Writasl,  843,  851,  870  ;  Wekh,  90,  92, 
191  31  f,  334,  343.  613,  638,  6jOi  67s,  740,  JKO,  941,  988  ; 
Wefd.  J30;  Vfelkr.  508;  Wdica,  381 ;  WeUington.  210. 
56a ;  Well*.  134,  tS4,  3t9t  319,  330.  331,  323.  337, 
355.  350.  5^^.  5'>7.  705.  7«9.  785.  94".  9<»i.  9^2  ;  Welioa, 
769;  Wcmp,  295,  348;  Wcmplc,  93,  ic*.  IC9,  156,  475, 
477,  478,  529,  728,  793,  800,  9»JI  ;  Wcndcl,  273,  385  ; 
Wendell.  41,  42.  107,  in,  112,  113,  125,  133,  154,  "1^5, 
209.  31.1.  267,  272.  325,  355;.  3V>,  358,  370.  377.  401,  403, 
405,  4f<i.  407,  4<  9.  410,  412,  415.  440,  442,  462,  4W>,  471, 
474,  491.  517,  531,  532.  581,  601,  ti02,  603.  620,  (21,  635, 

64c.  641, 653, 654. 659, 667, 671, 675. 70f;,  722. 932, 940; 

Wendt,  643  ;  WenU,  677  ;  Wenz,  ^43  ;  Werden,  420  , 
W«fca,  744  ;  Werner.  37*.  7i6.  820,  873,  874.  880 ; 


IC4,  209,  212,  235,  321,  345,  378,  4c6,  409,  412,  416,  4ao. 

474.  52'.  53«.  533.  534.  557.  559.  585.  59'.  611.  612,  614. 

618,  619,  621,  622,  623,  624,  635.  642,  650,  685,  699,  732, 

752,  78S,  805.  817,  818,  830,  842,  847,  849,  861,  870,  871, 

872.  873,  879.  9<*.  907.  9'».  9«4.  9«5.  9*8.  93*.  M4« 

952,  957.  960.  962,  964.  968. 969,  970v  971,  ^7,  997 ; 


WeMeL  373;  WeiMlls.  386,  4^4,  658,  659";  WeiaeU.  41, 

a74.  385.  462.  463;  We«.  355.  44».  657.  «««.  8'7.  8«o. 
911,  930;  Weitbrook,    165.   190;  Weatcott,  599,  963, 

963;  Wcstcrlrt.  79.  80,  262,  267,  290,  441,  524,  679, 
771,  921,  959;  Wc^iicrvelt,  211,  78).  800.  834:  We»t- 
ftdl,  784.  788,  810.  817,  842,  843,  860,  S99,  906, 
056.  957,  958  ;  Wcsion,  172,  308  ;  Wclherbce,  79I  ; 
Westveer.  900,  926  ;  Wetzel,  512  ;  \Vctzcll,  344.  773  ;  Wha 
len,  476,  478,  305  ;  Wliartiin,  640,  648  ;  Wheatoii,  I38, 
144,  145,  149,  156,  197,  342,  355,  440,  923,  q2fi  :  Wheeler, 
92,  96,  ICO,  101.  102,  103,  210.  239.  273,  321,  34<j.  3!;3, 
441,  573,  600,  6)2,  652,  7c8,  740,  9141,  92il,  071,  972,  974, 
977.  f>!^J  ;  Whcclock,  39,  40,  188,  679;  Whclan,  751  ; 
Wh<-I|.ky,  89,  91  ;  Whelscl),  841  ;  Whipple,  73,  355,  399. 
494.  495.  496.  513,  ('I3.  805,  8ia  817,  818,  821.  849, 
870,  872,  873,  877,  882  ;  WUkr,  908:  WUtbeck,  &S,  90, 
9«.  9a.  93..      J5S.  Sn,  pt,  m.nfi.  ««7.  «3«. 


973  ".  Whitehead.  593,  791.  825  ;  Whiteinan. 
tt9,  485, '838;  Whiteside.  355  :  Wtiitlield,  <)qif) ;  Whiting. 
355'  375.  563  ;  Whitlescy,  373  ;  Whitl<x:k,  613,  614  ;  Whit- 
man,  ic6,  109,  116;  W'hitmorc,  154;  Whitney,  429,438, 
549,  62t,  623,  624,  708,  71S,  742,  744,  996;  Whittakcr. 
3;8  ;  Wli  itini^tuiii.  762;  Wliittle,  335;  Whutle-y,  142; 
\\  liilty,  9.\  93,  98 ;  Whilwell.  972,  973  ;  Wilhi>r,  377  ; 
Witkhani,  587.  5<|2,  59.^,  S31,  S34,  92S  ;  Wicke*,  53,  9.3, 
210,  279,  916,  9S2  ;  Wickofl,  952  ;  Wvidnian,  716  ;  Wider. 
li'>fcr,  244  ;  \Vi(fdow,  272  ;  Wiiimer,  905  ;  Wiedmati,  626  ; 
WilU-ck,  907,  f>89  ;  Wilber,  872  ;  Wilbo.e,  841,  844  ; 
Wilbur.  21 1,  219,  210,  613,  623,  873,  874  ;  Wilcox,  89,  346, 
4«».  545.  625,  755,  817,  962;  Wild,  19,  }33,  952,  953,  968; 
WiJda,  430 ;  WildaT,  817 ;  WUdcr,  526,  61 1,  631,  719^ 

870,  871,  955,  963 ;  Wilea,  474.  475.  739.  744 ;  Wtey.  tit, 
113.  IIS.  V&J^  J  Wilpis,  977.  9»9  :  Willte«.  92,  93. 
136.793;  wntinM)  93,  843,  848.  849:  Wilkinvm.  8,  154, 
343,  421,  572,  701,  946b  95'.  9^;  Wilks  420:  Willard, 
179.  705.  20C),  211,313,314,  215.  236,  266,  441.  526,  571, 
655,  729,  813.  820.  971.  988  :  Wilier,  127  ;  Willes,  88,  89,  355, 
556,  t>85.  y^).  81  4,  817.  81S  ;  WiSk  lJ.  6.  35s,  396,  397.  '>^3. 
671,  708  ;  Williams,  7.  88,  121,  I3'\  148,  156.  209,  213.  215. 
^73.  .vS-S.  .?73.3><9.40'.  407-  4'4.  4-fo.  5-!7-  5,}2,  534,  537.  58,). 
(103.  4,  (113,  621,  6}6,  639,  041,  6.31,  tx)i3,  702.  71^.  725, 
7.54.  744.  750.  764.         785,  »».  »02.  83;.  847,  84*,  87  ). 

871,  872,  873,  S74,  877,  87.>,  8S0.  8S2.  886.  912,  934.  956, 
958,  96*^  962,  9#>7.  ()(<9-  970.  972.  973.  977.  9**').  99'  :  Wil- 
lianuoii,  406,  42*.  559,  586,  772,  870,  871.  872,  873,  938 ; 
WillinKian,  313 ;  \Villi%  784.  828,  834>  835,  839  ;  WdliaMn, 

913  ;  Willsey,  tej,  Sas,  817,  818,  fljj.  907 ;  Wflaon,  170^ 
a  10,  211,  214.  230,  247,  304,  305,  306.  333,  334.  343,  376, 
420.  424,  474.  475,  477.  521.  526,  527.  532.  557,  577.  583, 
6*1,  613.  620,  (>25,  626,  630,  634,  636.  638,  641,  642,  673, 
6<jo,  (>94.  (m),),  715,  730,  759,  760,  7S4.  817,  839.  849,  855, 
879,  907,  926.  934,  96J,  967,  989  ;  Will.sie,  211,  777.  780.  785, 
78.),  792,  796,  797,  8cx),  819.832,  S35,  837,  839,  910,  911. 
924,  92S  ;  Wimple.  92  ;  Wuians,  914,  9I9,  '/h)  ;  \\  inants, 
kS,  744  ;  Witiantvr,  463  ;  Winr^ar,  S82,  924,  926;  Winjjar, 

914  ;  WniR,  2C9,  213,  "214,  215,  240.  355,  533,  626,  640, 
645  ;  Win>:atc,  843  ;  Wink,  743  ;  \\  innc,  42,  74,  03.  94, 
119,  120,  127,  156,  210,  211.  212,  272.  273,  336,  355, 
4«»«.  4«6,  437.  477.  4S6,  492.  5™'.  52f'.  528.  534.  553-  '"3. 
tol,  634,  677,  690,  708,  709,  714,  732,  735,  769.  777.  781. 
]fi*»  lH>  79O1  793.  7«.  799.  ««>.  812,  817,  8m, 
841,  Sfj,  843,  847.  1^4.  892.  89^,  931.  935.  906, 
?«?.  .931.  93%  934.  945.  952.  98.  98^,  9^  995; 
Wi..»t<m,  46,  389,  $37,  540.  541.  572,  637,  648 :  Wmuaa, 
80,  903.  904.  906,  910,  923, 925,  926  ;  Wintcrbum,  574  ;  Win- 
Ihiop,  381.  3S5,  657  ;  Wise,  120,  626,  627,  763  ;  Wiswall, 
975,  980.  991  ;  WitU-ck,  74,  154,  173,  211,  283,  4CI,  402, 
79".  829,  S30,  831,  S32,  834.  835,  83^,  905,  922,  928,  932, 
»).>4.  O^S.  9i9.  14  ,  9';i.  94^.  97i.  077.  <t87.  092.  997; 
Withenv.n,  843,  852.  S/..,:  Wiilir.ril,  S47  ;  \\ul  "k,6l5; 


Wilniarsh,  0S7  ;  Wilscn.  775;  Wilier,  81S,  854,  870,  87I, 
873,  873,  874,  879,  880,  881.  SS3  ;  Witters,  9I  ;  Wiji'lom, 
272;  Wolcott,  489;  Wolcutt,  42  ;  Wolcnman,  643;  Wolf. 


632,  840  ;  Wolfe,  154,  708,  716,  746.834  ;  Wolfendcn.  750; 
Wulford,  01,  92,  152,  155,  355.  818,  841,  870^871,874,  911, 
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CHAPTER  I. 

oiscoviST  or  MBv  Yonc— THB  iimuia  or  ths  nri 
mahoms. 

IN  1 524,  John  de  Vemxaino,  a  Florentine  naviga- 
tor  in  the  service  of  Francis  I.  of  France,  made 
a  voyage  to  the  North  American  coast,  and,  as  is 
believed  from  the  account  which  he  gave,  entered 
the  haibor  of  New  York.  No  colonies  wefe pbmt- 
ett ;  no  results  followed ;  and  the  voyage  was 
almost  forgotten. 

Thoagh  discoveries  and  settlements  were  made 
by  the  French  north  fmtn  thi-;  point,  and  colonics 
were  planted  by  the  English  farther  to  the  south,  it 
is  not  known  tiiat  New  Yoric  was  again  visited  bj 
Europeans  till  1609  *  when  the  Dutch  East  India 
Corajtany  sent  Henry  Hudson,  an  Englishman 
by  birth,  on  a  voyage  of  discovery,  in  a  vessel 
called  the  Jfa/^  JUmk,  He  reached  the  coast  of 
Maine,  sailed  thence  to  Ca\)c  Cod.  then  south- 
westerly to  the  mouth  of  Chesapeake  Bay  ;  then, 
coasting  northward,  be  entered  Delaware  Bay,  on 
the  aSth  of  Auj^ust.  From  thence  lie  proceeded 
northward,  and  on  tlie  3d  of  September,  I609, 


tk«  alter  P^rm*. 


pMt  af  IMS*  Md  *■ 
iVih*  Hi 

ri>Myrinii«SidiiCliMlj 
«r  KMNtt  viib  tka  MUM  ar 


!  A*  M9«r  Oenrf  Mratar,  aada  in  IMA«v  h  1)69. 
laten  K/m  btkewn  lo  iIm  awtli  t/t  clwjnctioa  of  ib* 
Mull—In  n4  bv  *•  aap  in  Dm  "CoMiMSniihie  UahrMtU*"  tt 
iUM1lMMI,fi*Md  b  Puk  %i  isn.  *^  <)>•  HndM  Sitvii 
M  Is  Iht  —p  «f  Mntuor  al»ve  mniiiodrd.  Tb*  vary  lum* 
•(  lUt  MdiHi  if  lb*  CJauBiry,  Norumbri;*,  i«  d>iubtt«H  of  Frrnrh 
b*H(  ■  Ctm$tm  «t  "L'aoorm*  berg«,"  "lh«  great  rock 
It^^  ar  WCMfMa^"  MW  odM  iba  Pstiuda.    For  tKcK  Cum  and 

Uli  u  mmhiiiw  rflia  — tM  ■iHna-nt,  I  ~nr  c~r''r  uxicbtci]  iht- 
kta  woA  «r  Mr.  A.  |.  Wtfi^  MikM.  -Piiwwiih  ■  of  Atn<.'n..a 


G.  R.  H.  1 


anchored  in  New  York  Bay.  On  the  isdi  he  en- 
tered the  river  that  bears  his  name,  and  procee<led 
slowly  up  to  a  point  just  above  the  present  site  of 
the  C3^  of  Hudson;  thence  he  sent  a  boat's  crew 
to  exjilore  farther  up,  which  probably  passcil  above 
Albany.  September  33d  he  set  sail  down  the 
river,  and  started  on  his  return  to  Europe,  Oc- 
tober 4  th. 

In  1609  Samuel  Champlain,  a  French  navigator, 
sailed  up  the  St  Lawrence,  explored  its  tributaries, 
and  on  the  4th  of  July,  in  that  year,  diaooveicd  the 

lake  which  bears  liis  name. 

At  the  time  of  tiie  discovery  of  New  York  by  the 
whites,  the  southern  and  eaatem  portions  were  in* 

habited  by  the  Mohe^jan  Indians  ;  while  that  por- 
tion west  Irom  the  Hudson  River  was  occupied  by 
five  confederate  tribes,  afterwards  named  by  the 
English  the  Five  Nations,  by  the  Frendi  the 
Iro<]uois.  and  by  themselves  called  Hoiienosaunee 
— people  of  the  Long  House.  The  Long  House 
formed  this  oooieden^  extended  cast  and  west 
through  the  State,  having,  at  In  msteni  imrtal,  the 
Mohawks,  and  at  its  western  the  Senecas  j  while 
between  them  dwdt  the  Onddas,  Onondagas,  and 
Cayugas ;  and,  after  1714,  a  sixth  nation,  the 
Ttiscaroras,  southeast  from  Oneida  Lake.  Ui 
these  Indians,  Parkman  says  that  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  seventeenth  century  ,  "  in  the  region 
now  fiirminj;  the  State  of  New  \'ork,  a  power  was 
rising  to  a  ferocious  vitality,  which,  but  for  the 
pTEScnce  of  Eoropeans,  would  probably  have  sub- 
jected, ,\l)SorI>ed,  or  exterminated  every  otiier  In- 
dian community  east  of  the  Mississippi  and  north 
of  the  Ohio.'' 

'*  The  Iroquois  was  tlie  Indian  of  Indians.  A 
thorough  savage,  yet  a  finished  and  developed 
savage,  he  is.  (icrhaps,  an  example  of  tlie  highest 
elevation  which  man  can  readi  without  emeiging 
ff'  im  his  primitive  condition  of  the  hunter.  \  geo- 
graphical position,  commanding,  on  llie  one  hand. 
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the  portal  of  the  great  lakes,  aiid,  oi>>.th(f-.oU)er, 
the  sources  of  the  streams  flowijjij'.llilii^  to  the 
Adantic  and  the  Mississippi,  ambitious 
and  aggiearive  confedente^^^fv^itagies  which  they 
perfectly  understood  and  J>r  Aliu.li  tlicv  profited  to 
the  utmost.  Patient  aild.*politic  as  they  were  fe- 
rocious, they  wev*^  noV.only  the  conqneron  of  their 
own  race.bm-lhe^owerful  allies  and  the  dreaded  foes 
of  the  Fr«yicf»;^<l  F.ngii.sli  iMUmies  ;  flattcroil  and 
caroi^d  V/tjolh,  yet  too  sagacious  to  give  tiiem- 
•dWb'ilifboat  reserve  to  either.  Their  oiganiza- 
tion  a'nd  their  history  evince  their  intrinsic  superior- 
ity. Even  their  traditionary  lore,  amid  its  wild 
puerilities,  shows  at  times  the  stamp  of  an  energy 
and  force  in  striUllg  contrast  with  tlie  flimsy  crea- 
tioiis  of  AIjTonquin  fimqr.  That  the  Iroquois, 
left  under  their  own  institutions,  would  ever  have 
developed  a  dviliation  of  their  own,  I  do  not  be- 
Ueve." 

These  institutions  were  not  only  characteristic 
and  coiioas^  halt  ahnoat  oniqiM  Wiihont  abaring 
Moigaa'a  almost  fanatical  admimtion  fat  tfiem,  or 
edioing  the  piaises  which  Parkroan  lavishes  on 
them,  it  may  be  traly  said  that  their  wonderful  and 
cohesive  confederation  furnished  a  model  worthy  to 
he  cnpietl  by  civilized  nations  ;  wIuIl-,  so  long  as 
they  were  uncontaminated  by  the  vices  of  civiliza- 
tion, Ihqr  poaaaased,  with  all  dieir  aavagerf,  many 
noble  traits  of  character,  which  would  adorn  any 
peo|de  in  their  public  social,  or  domestic  rela- 
tiona 

They  made  themselves  the  dreaded  maatan  of  all 

their  neighbors  east  of  the  Mi^issippi,  and  carried 
their  victorious  arms  far  to  the  north,  the  south 
and  die  east  Their  dominance  is  ihoa  doquentlj 

pictured  in  Street'^  "  Fruntcniu  "  : 

"The  iKTtt.-  Adir.mil  ,  s  ii,,:-.  tl.-l  tr  .m  ihrir  urjjh, 
TIh*  Huroon  bi-<-n  -i-  '  pf  riMinlhcir  mcrcilc«  p  ilh  ; 
Amuntl,  the  ('>tiiiw      ii^"  Itr^vt/*,  had  b«en  strewn. 
And  ihv  LIl-'  ul  ihr  1'  i  io  «iiuck  lilmt  and  kxM^ 
Tht-  I .t_ii,iv*<?.  k>f-.U  uoiT  of  valley  and  hill, 
Madi*  women,  bent  tow  at  their  conquerOC^ wflL 
By  the  far  Ma»u>i|>pi  the  IIIUl  ihrank 
WImb  dM  ma  ef  dw  Torrom  vw  wm  on  ih«  bank ; 
On  dM  hflbofMaw  Enckml  the  Pcqitod  turaad  pal* 
Wbaatke  howl  of  ik*  WoLV  nrcUad  atnichl  tm  tl>«  gnk : 

And  tkc  Chcrdkat  Aaok  fci  Ml  cr*«u  •nUi'C  (>o««'*. 

When  the  boi  of  the  Bkaii  »ujB|Md  his  car(><~(  ivrAowcri." 

It  will  hereafter  be  seen  that  the  Iroquois  acted 
an  important  part  in  the  earty  history  of  the 
State. 

Space  will  not  permit  a  dt-scnption  of  their 
leapt^  or  confederation,  a  sketch  oi  their  tribal  re- 
lation%  and  their  idigiotts,  aocial,  and  domestic 

customs,  or  ahistor)'  of  their  warlike  aclii<-.  ements. 
Nor  is  it  neccssar)'.  Every  one  has  heard  or  read 
the  stoiy. 


CHAPTER  IL 
nw  VMS  mtDnt  tu  mrrcM— rnousr  oovnaou 

ID  1765. 

IN  1 6 10,  another  vessel  was  sent  from  Holland  to 
trade  with  the  natives.  Soon  after  others  fol- 
lowed. A  small  fort'  and  a  few  rude  buildings 
were  erected  at  die  southern  extremiiy  of  Manhat- 
tan Island,  in  i6i2,and  the  placets  named  New 
Amsterdam.  In  1614.  tiic  States  General  of  Hol- 
land granted  a  diaiter  to  the  mercfaanla  engaged  in 

;  these  expeditions,  umlcr  the  title  of  Unileil  New 
Netherlands  Company,  giving  exclusive  privileges 
of  tnde  for  fbnr  yean.  The  Hndson  River  had 
been  ascended  by  Hcndrick  Corstiaeaaaen,  and 
in  1623  a  fort  and  trailini;  house  were  ereited  on 
the  cast  bank  of  the  river  about  fifteen  leagues  above 
Manhattan  Uand,  called  Fort  Naaaan.  Tbb  waa 
the  first  of  four  forts  built  by  the  Dutch  OO  the 
Hudson  River,  all  of  which  were  erected  in  the 
same  year.* 

In  i6ii,  the  Dutch  West  India  Company  was 
cliartered,  and  in  1623,  a  small  fort  was  built  near 
the  Hudson  River,  iu  what  is  now  the  Gty  ot 
Albany,  called  Fort  Orange,  and  traders  were  sent 
to  occupy  and  to  carry  on  traffic  in  furs  and  peltry 
with  the  Indians.  In  1626,  Peter  Miuuit,  as  direc- 
tor-general of  the  province,  arrived  with  other  set- 
tlers, and  purchased  the  island  of  Manhattan  from 
the  Indians  for  trinkets  valued  at  about  I24.  In 
1619,  the  Company  offered  grants  and  privilq^ea 
to  patroons  who  should  found  settlements  in  the 
province  of  New  Netherlands  of  fiftv  or  more 
adults.  Several  availed  themselves  ot  tiiis  offer. 
In  1631,  Mhult  waa  recalled  and  Wovter  Van 
Twiller  appointed  in  his  place.  Dunn?  his  ad- 
ministration a  controversy  concerning  jurisdiction 
was  commenced  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Eng- 
lish. The  latter  claiine<l  the  country  on  ihej^round 
of  prior  discovery  by  Cabot  and  the  grant  of  James 
I.  covering  the  territory. 

In  1638,  the  weak  and  rapacious  Van  Twiller 
was  suceectlcil  in  the  government  of  the  coImuv  by 
William  Kicft  Hostilities,  long  and  merciless, 
occurred  with  the  Indians,  for  which  the  ndi  and 

•  Hu-  l:r^t  l>iU' tratltrs  on  their  arriv.il  i>t  (li<_-  pic*tnt  »Uc  of 
AlUi.-iy.  loi-niJ  tl  nmain*  rd  a  lort  or  iHatrau  oii  (.astir:  ]%Jitni].  look 
inv-f-ui  t  iiv  III o(  il  ;»lii'h  ,irc  iti.(KijLd  on  an  nld  mjip  in  the  .Nt» 
York  S'.4t.  I,il.f.*i>  i  .Ufi  ...11'.!  u  K^^rt  .\3%\im,  \mi  ihry  at  that  unic 
built  no  l-»ri  il.rri-  I  -ir  ..l.i  i.ifi  .  ti  LaMk  I^I.lnd,  wh'ch  «u£^r^trd  (Ke 
name  Kt*- tht  i^UnJ  n-"  It,  ;iiJiiM^htciil\  t)n'  rfSic  ol  .1  pr^  ■>  rin\  ix- 

Liipation  by  thv  Krcii'^h  ai  a  trad  pen.  rii*"  iujul-  '  h  i«rt  "  irj»n»;c, 
a  f>>rt  u«i  tlic  tnainlund  ■a\  Lhe  lout  c4  SiAtc  Str>el«  Albany,  w;i>  ua 
S«-p(einb«r  i,  ir 7  g,  c>iJirit;r  ij  10  Fofft  NmMI^mA  tbtSMM th«>  ftciile- 
Bcac  Bcvcrwyck  to  WiUcmaulL  O.  K.  H, 
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crael  Kieft  WW  dsMneUly  cenrand.  He 
called,  and  sncceeded  bjr  the  sturdy  and 

I\t«  r  Sluyvcsant,  in  1647.  Controversy  cunccm- 
ing  jurisdiction  and  geoml  disurdcrs  troubled 
fail  admhiklratkni,  tttl,  in  1M4,  Clnriea  II.  of 
F.nf^land,  refjardlcss  of  the  claims  of  the  Diitth. 
granted  to  his  brother,  the  Duke  of  York  and 
Albtnjr,  tftenmrds  James  XL,  the  whole  oonntry 
from  the  Connecticut  to  the  Delaw-are,  including 
the  entire  Dutch  possessions.  A  fleet  was  sent 
under  Col.  Richard  Nicollsbythe  Duke,  to  enforce 
his  cbuiD,end  on  the  3d  of  September,  1664,  the 
proxnnce  was  surrendered  without  bloodslicd,  and 
the  government  of  New  Netherlands  passed  into 
the  hands  of  the  EngHrii. 

CoL  Nicolls  at  once  assumed  the  fnnctiims  of 
governor  ;  the  name  New  Anuterdam  was  changed 
10  New  Yoilc  end  Fort  Onnge  to  Albany ;  laws 
for  the  government  of  the  province  were  prescriU-d, 
and  courts  for  their  administration  established.  In 
1668,  the  unpopular  Nicolls  resigned,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  the  odious  Col.  Funds  Lovelace.  Eng- 
land soon  bccamt-  involved  in  a  war  with  Holland. 
July  30,  1673,  Vork  surrendered  to  the  Dutch 
without  leaisianoe.  Gspt  Anthony  Colve  became 
Dutch  governor  ;  but  on  the  conclusion  ]i!;.;lc 
between  the  two  powers,  Februaiy  9,  1674,  the 
province,  by  treaty,  levoled  to  Ae  English.  A 
new  patent  was  issued  to  James,  oonfinning  the 
first,  and  Sir  Edmund  Andros  was  commissioned 
governor.  The  despotic  agent  of  a  despotic  ruler, 
he  was  nnpopobr,  and  became  involved  in  diffi- 

culties  with  tlic  ncit^hborinf;  colonies.  He  was  re- 
called, and  Thomas  Dongan,  his  successor,  ar- 
rived August,  1683.  October  tyth  of  the  same 
year,  the  first  Colonial  Assembly  was  convened  ; 
many  needed  reforms  were  instituted,  counties  were 
erected,  and  better  times  appeared  to  have  dawned. 
The  most  important  act  of  this  AMembiy  was  dte 

adoption  of  a  charter  of  lilvcrtics  and  privileges,  or 
bill  of  rights.  The  hopes  thus  raised  were  soon 
disappofaited.  On  the  accession  of  James  IL  to 
the  English  throne,  in  1685,  he  refused  confirma- 
tion of  the  privilegeii  which  had  been  granted  while 
he  was  Duke  of  York,  prohibited  the  Assembly, 
forbade  the  establishment  of  a  printing  press  in  the 
colony,  and  fili<  il  the  principal  offices  in  the  prov 
incc  with  partisan  Roman  Catholics.  During 
Dongan^  administration,  a  war  broke  oat  between 

the  Iroquois  and  the  French.  The  country  of  the 
former  had  been  invaded  by  De  la  Barre  and  M. 
DenonviHe  socoessiTely ;  and,  in  retaliation,  the  Tro- 
qoois,  twelve  hondred  strong,  fell  upon  the  French 

on  the  soath  side  of  the  islaad  of  Montreal, 


"boned  their  houses,  sacked  their  |dantationa, 

and  pat  to  the  sword  all  the  men,  women  and  chil- 
dren without  the  skirts  of  the  town.  A  thousand 
French  were  slain  in  this  invasion,  and  twenty-six 
wem  carried  into  captivi^  and  burned  afivOi*'  Hie 
French  >-ieldcil  their  claim  to  the  territoty  south  of 
Lake  Ontario,  and  peace  returned. 

In  1688,  New  Yoilc  was  placed  hi  the  same 
jurisdiction  with  New  England  ;  the  liberal  Dongan 
was  recalled,  and  Francis  Nicholson  temporarily 
succeeded  him.  The  arbitrary  and  foolish  King 
James  II.  abdicatefl  in  1688,  and  in  1689  William 
and  Mari'  ascended  the  Fnt,'lish  thrf>ne.  Sir  Ed- 
mund Andros  was  seized  at  Boiiton,  and  tlie 
popdar  Jacob  Leisicr  held  Ae  fort  at  New  York, 
awaitfaig  the  policy  of  the  new  s<  n  i  reigns.  During 
the  two  fsaia  of  I^eisler's  conuol,  the  French  and 
Englidi  made  a  descent  on  Sdienectady,  Fcbmaiy 
8,  1690,  and  massacreil  about  sixty  of  the  inhabit- 
ants. The  daii^'er  by  which  they  were  threatened 
induced  all  the  people,  many  of  whom  were  op- 
posed to  Leider— losnbiBit  to  his  authority  for  the 
time.  On  the  arrival,  in  March,  i6gi,  of  ("ol. 
Sloughter,  who  had  been  commissioned  governor, 
Leisler  was  unfidrly  tried  by  a  spedal  commisrion, 

and  unjustly  sentenced  to  death.  The  governor 
refused  to  sign  bis  death  warrant,  until  over-per- 
suaded wUle  intoxicated.  Leisler  was  murd«ed 
by  his  enemies  before  the  governor  hail  recovered 
from  his  intoxication.  Sl..n[>!i?i  r  ilinl  afteraweak 
administration  of  only  a  lew  niontlis. 
In  Angost,  1691,  Benjamin  Fletcher  arrived  with 

a  lomniission  .is  i^ovornor.  He  was  narrinv,  violent, 
avaricious  and  bigoted,  and  his  administration  was 
a  continual  exhibition  of  these  qualities. 

During  his  time,  the  Episcopal  Church  Ivecame 
the  religion  of  the  province,  as  the  Dutch  Reformed 
had  previously  beeiu  In  1696,  Wm.  Bradford  es* 
tablidied  the  first  printing-office  in  New  York. 
Bold  piracies,  reaching  into  the  venk-  harbor 
of  the  city,  cnpplcd  the  commercial  inter- 
ests. The  war  with  Fhrnce  raged,  and  the  French 
and  Indians  under  Count  Frontenac  invaded  the 
country  of  the  Iroquois,  killing  and  taking  prison* 
ersL  The  Indians  tetaHated  by  hostile  nicnrsions 
among  their  enemies,  but  the  ()eace  of  Ryswick, 
between  France  and  England,  in  1697,  terminated 
these  hostilities. 

Gov.  FletcherwM  succeeded  in  1698  by  Richard, 
Earl  of  Deliomont.  He  <licd  in  1701,  leaving  a 
name  hon<jreil  for  integrity,  capacity  and  sympathy 
with  the  people  In  his  thne  the  dtiaenship  and 
estate  of  the  Leisler  family  were  restored,  and  piracy 
was  checked.  John  Nanian  succeeded  him  till  the 
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arrival  of  the  next  governor,  Lord  Corabaiy,  in 

1 701.  Tlic  atlministratinn  nf  thi-;  ^n\(.Tiior  was 
chiefl/  distinguished  for  religious  intolerance,  dis- 
honest and  lioentioaniess — ^the  wont  goveraor 
under  the  English  regime.  He  was  succeeded,  in 
1708,  by  Lord  Lovelace,  who  soon  died.  Under 
Lieut. -Gov.  Ingoldsby,  who  administered  the  gov- 
ernment after  his  death,  an  unsuccessful  expedition 
against  Canada  was  undertaken,  and  he  was  re- 
moved. June  14,  1 7 10,  Gov.  Robert  Hunter  ar- 
rived. In  1711,  anodier  disastrous  expedition 
against  Canada  was  made  ;  but  in  1713,  tlic  treaty 
of  Utrecht  terminated  the  war  between  Engianil 
and  nance.  In  1 7 1 9,  Hunter  returned  to  England, 
in  failing  health,  and  Peter  Schuyler  was  governor, 
ad  mUrm,  till  the  arrival  of  William  Burnet  in 
I7aa  On  the  accession  of  George  II.  the  accom- 
plished Bamet  was  tnoafemd  to  the  government 
of  MasMcl  111  setts,  succeeded,  in  1728,  hy  j'Am 
Montgomerie,  who  died  in  17J1.  Kip  Van  Dam, 
bjr  virtue' of  seniorilj  in  die  council,  was  his  sac* 
cessor,  till  William  Cosby,  the  next  governor,  be- 
gan, in  1732,  an  administration  memorable  for  its 
arbitrary  proceedings  and  tumult,  rather  than  for 
striking  or  important  events.  The  libel  trial  of 
Zenger  was  in  his  term.  Cosby  died  in  1736,  and 
was  succeeded  by  (ieorge  Clark,  senior  counselor 
after  Van  Dam.  QarlE  was  oommiasioned  lieutenant 
governor  in  the  following  October.  During  his 
term,  the  "  n^o  plot "  and  the  disfranchisement 
of  tlue  Jews  were  hading  matters.  An  antsgoniam 
had  been  growing  during  some  time  between  the 
democratic  and  the  aristocratic  parties  in  the  col- 
onies. Clark,  at  tirst,  sought  to  conciliate  both, 
but  in  the  end  liad  the  confidence  of  neither,  and 
his  reiiretnent,  on  the  arrival  of  his  successor,  Ad- 
miral George  Clinton,  in  1743,  was  little  r^retted. 
The  administration  of  Governor  Clinton  was 
characterize*!  by  a  continual  conflict  with  the  peo- 
ple, represented  in  the  provincial  Assembly.  Un- 
able by  repeated  prorogations  and  dissolutions  to 
coerce  them  into  submiaaion,  he  resigned  after  an 
administration  often  years,  and  was  succeeded,  in 
1753,  by  ail  Danvers  Osborne.  After  an  adminis- 
tration of  a  iew  days  he  committed  suicide  bjr  hang- 
ing,  deranged,  probably  liecaiiso  of  the  embarrass- 
ment by  which  he  was  surrounded  and  domestic 
grief.  He  was  succeeded  by  lieoL-Gov.  Jamea 
De  I^mccy,  till  the  arrival,  in  1755,  of  ^Qiarles 
Hardy,  who  ilHuipli  nomin.illy  governor,  surren- 
dered the  duties  of  the  othce  into  the  hands  of  De 
Lancey.  Gov.  Hardy  resigned  in  1757,  and  De 
Lancey  hccarnt-  ivfrm  >r.  He  died  in  1760,  and 
Cadwallader  Coldcn,  president  of  the  council,  took 


charge  'of  the  government  until  October,  iT^i* 

when  Gen.  Robert  Monckton  assumed  the  guber- 
natorial functions;  but  on  the  i3ih  of  the  follow- 
ing mondi  he  left  the  administration  of  affairs  in  tiie 

hands  of  Colden,  and  went  on  an  expedition  against 
Martinique.  Colden's  administiation  continued 
till  1765. 

CHAPTER  IIL 


WAR  WITH 


or  ram 


IKTOLVnOK. 


S  eariy  as  1 72  2,  a  trading  past  was  established  at 

Oswego  by  Gov.  Burnet,  with  the  view  of 
establishing  others  farther  west  on  the  I  ikt  s.  and  se- 
curing the  trade  of  the  western  Indians.  I  o  mter- 
oept  tfiis,  and  secure  this  trade  liar  themsetveai,  the 
French  established  a  post  and  erected  a  fort  at  Ni- 
agara, with  the  design  of  extending  a  chaiin  ol 
militaiy  posts  to  the  Ohio  River,  and  thus  limiting 
the  Eiiglish  trade. 

In  March,  1744,  war  was  declared  between 
France  and  England,  in  which  the  colonies  of  New 
York  and  New  England  participated.  During  its 
continuance  the  countrj'  north  from  Albany  was 
fi^quenily  ravaged  by  parties  of  French  and  In- 
diana,  Sbmtoga  was  burned,  and  neariy  all  the  in- 
h.^hitants  either  killed  or  made  prisooen^  and  the 
village  of  Hoosic  taken. 

In  1746,  an  onsuocessfiil  expedition  against 
Canada  was  undertaken,  for  which  the  colony  of 
New  York  furnished  sixteen  hundred  men,  rcace 
was  concluded  at  Aix  La  Ciiapclle  in  1741^,  and  a 
period  of  nominal  tianqaillitf  fallowed^  though  the 
frontier  ••km  desolated  Iqr  savage  paitie^  encouraged 
by  the  French. 

In  1755,  with  the  view  of  diecking  their  en- 
croachments, four  expeditions  were  sent  against 
them,  two  of  which  were  in  the  colony  of  New 
York.  One  of  them,  that  against  Niagara,  under 
Gov.  William  Shirley,  was  unsuccessful  ;  and  the 
other,  against  Crown  I'Mint,  under  Sir  Wm.  John* 
son,  achieved  only  a  partial  success. 

It  was  not  till  1756  that  the  English  ministry 
arousail  iVom  its  imbecility  and  formally  declared 
war.  In  the  campaign  of  1756,  the  English  and 
<w>loiiW  fimes  met  with  no  success,  but  the  two 
forts  at  Oswego  were  lost,  widk  i,6ao  prisoners  and 
much  war  material.  The  campaign  of  1757  was 
equally  unsuccessful  and  disastrous.  Fort  William 
Henry,  on  lake  Geofge^  witii  s,ooo  BMa,  Mi  into 
the  hands  of  the  French  unde-r  Montcalm. 
On  the  accession  of  William  Pitt  to  the  bead  of 
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the  British  miniitiy,  in  1758,  new  enei^gy  mn  in- 
filled into  its  measures,  and  a  fresh  impulse  given 
to  the  colonies.  Success  soon  turned  in  &vor  of 
the  English,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  continned 
till  Canada  ^va^  subdued.  Louisburg  surrendered 
in  1758;  Ticonderoga,  Crown  Point,  Niagara  and 
Quebec  fell  in  1759  ;  and  Montreal,  Detroit,  Mich- 
ilimackinac  and  all  other  Qinedien  potts  in  176a 
Tlie  French  power  in  America  was  ended.  A 
great  obstacle  to  the  prosperi^  of  New  Vorli  was^ 
Tsmoved  bjr  the  conqoeet  of  Ctnada.  There  were 
no  fhrther  hostile  incuraons  of  French  and  Indians 
into  its  territory.  The  treaty  of  peace  was  signed 
in  1763. 

Dutng  many  yean  die  government  of  Great 
Britain  had  attempted  to  make  encroachments  on 
what  the  colonists  regarded  as  their  rights,  but 
iridiont  complete  soooeas.   The  taxation  of  the 

people  without  their  consent  was  S(nif.'ht  to  be  ac- 
complished in  some  insidious  manner,  and  was 
ateadbstly  and  watchfully  guarded  against  by  the 
colonists  tliruugh  their  representatives  in  the 
colonial  AssvtnMy.  In  17^15.  llie  notorious  Stamp 
Act  was  parsed,  and  its  enforcement  in  the  City  of 
New  York  and  dsewhere  attempted.  It  was  re> 
sisted  by  the  populace  ;  the  v.^v^\  of  Gov.  Colden, 
who  was  charged  with  its  execution,  was  banged 
and  bnmed  in  the  stneta^  and  a  quantity  of  the 
stamped  paper  was  seized  and  consumed  in  a  bon- 
fire. 

Through  the  influence  of  London  merchants, 
whose  colonial  trade  suffered  by  reason  of  the  act, 
the  odinns  law  was  repealed  in  1766  ;  but  its  re- 
peal was  followed  by  a  declaration  by  Parliament 
ortfaer^|[ht**toUnd  the  colonies  in  all  cases  wfaal- 
soovcr."  Troops  were  quartered  in  New  York 
City,  for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  the  laws  that 
Fariiament  might  enact.  CoiUsiooi  occurred  be- 
tween these  troops  and  the  peopl^and  the  As- 
sembly refused  appropriations  for  thdr  support. 
Tarliament  declared  the  legishttivi  powers  of  the 
AsBsmbly  annulled  until  compliance  with  die  de- 
mands of  the  government.  In  June,  I7'»7,  a  bill 
was  enacted  by  F^liament  imposing  duties  on  tea 
and  certain  other  articles  imported  into  the  colonies. 
This  was  followed  by  a  revival  of  the  non-importa- 
tion agreement  that  had  pre\iously  been  entered 
into  by  the  colonists,  and  again  the  interests  of  the 
Englidi  mercfasnts  procured  the  repeal  of  all  these 
duties,  except  that  on  tea. 

Sir  Henry  Moure  succeeded  Guv.  Gulden  in 
1765,  and  his  administmtion  continned  till  his 
death,  in  1769,  when  the  government  again  de- 
volved (Ml  Cadwallader  Colden.    Between  the 


soldiers  and  the  Sons  of  Liberty  animosities  con- 

tinued  to  exist.  On  the  iSth  of  January,  1770,  a 
collision  l)etween  patriot  citizens  and  the  soldiery 
occurred  at  Golden  Hill,  in  New  York  City,  in 
which  several  of  the  citizens  were  wounded. 

In  October,  1770,  Lord  Dunmore  superseded 
Colden.  In  1771,  he  was  transferred  to  Virginia, 
and  succeeded  in  New  York  by  WllUam  Trym. 

The  non-importition  agreement  waS  continued 

so  lar  aa  rdated  to  tea,  and  the  East  India  Com- 
pany Suffered  severdy  in  consequence.  Deter- 
mined to  maintain  the  assumed  right  of  taxation, 
the  Briti.sh  government  remitted  to  the  company 
the  export  duty  on  tea  shipped  to  the  colonies,  and 
demanded  3d.  per  pound  to  be  paid  in  America. 

Regardless  of  this  appeal  to  their  CU{>idil\.  the 
people  made  such  demonstrations  of  resistance  tliat 
die  consigneee  bi  New  York  resigned,  and  vdien 
an  attempt  was  made  to  l.md  a  (juanlity  of  tea 
clandestinely,  it  was  thruwn  overboard  by  tbe 
vigilance  committee,  April  a  a,  1774,  as  it  had  been 
done  in  Boston  on  the  l6th  of  the  previous  De- 
cember. It  is  hardly  necessarr  to  say  tint  the  op- 
pressive acts  of  the  King  and  Parliament  met  with 
as  firm  resistaiioe  in  the  other  colonics  as  in  New 
York.  The  battle  of  Ivexington.  April  19,  1775, 
was  the  signal  for  a  general  rush  to  arms  througb- 
onf  all  the  colonics.  The  first  Continental  Con- 
gress met  September  5,  1774 

in  New  York  City  the  arms  in  the  arsenals  were 
seized  and  distributed  among  the  people,  and  a 
provisional  government  for  the  city  was  organised. 


Tic\>nder(  'tr,!  wi-. 


il  on  the  lodi  i<rMa\',  1775, 


by  Vermont  and  L«>nneclicut  pathou  under  Col. 
Ethan  Allen,  and  two  days  later,  Ctown  Point  was 

taken  by  Seth  Warner.  Thus  the  command  of 
Lake  Cbamplain  was  secured. 

The  adjoomed  Continental  Congress,  with  five 
meml>er8  from  New  York,  assen)blcd  in  Phila^ 
del|)hia  on  the  loth  of  .May.  The  Provincial  Con- 
gress assembled  in  New  York  April  aolli  and  May 
ssd. 

It  authorized  the  raising  of  two  regiments,  en- 
couraged tbe  making  of  powder  and  musket^ 
projected  forta^  and  appointed  a  Committee  of 

Safety. 

In  the  autumn  an  armament  was  collected  by 
Gen.  Philip  Schuyler,  at  Ticonderoga,  and  an  ex- 
pedition went  against  Canada,  under  Gen.  Richard 
Montgomery,  wlio  fell  at  Quebec,  December  31, 
1775.  The  forls  at  Chambly,  Sl  Johns  and 
Montreal  were  taken,  and  QndMC  was  amaulted ; 
but  the  lo'oiii.il  force  was  finally  repulsed  by  over- 
whelming numbers,  and  driven  out  of  Canada, 
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after  much  brave  fighting  and  hemic  endurance, 
in     numner  of  1776. 


CHAFFER  IV. 

KBVOLVnOMAKT  lyiMTS  IS  MBW  TOKE— >TU  STATB 

•ovBiMxiRT  ■ertm.wwm 


WASHINGTON,  by  appointment  of  Congress, 
took  comnumd  of  the  Continental  anny 
July  3, 1775,  •*  Cunbridge,  Mass.  Early  in  1 776, 
Gen.  Qiarles  Le^  irith  a  ftme  of  twelve  hundred 
men,  occupied  the  Citjr  of  New  York  against  Sir 
Henry  Clinton.  OndW95th  June,  General  Howe, 
who  h;ui  |)rc\if)iiHily  evacuated  Boston  and  sailed 
for  Halifax,  appeared  otf  Sandy  Hook  with  his 
wmj,  where  he  was  aoon  afterwaids  joined  bjr  his 
brother.  Admiral  Howe,  with  a  force  of  Bri-ish 
Rgala»  and  Hessians,  and  Clinton,  on  his  return 
from  an  nnencceeria!  attacic  on  Charleston,  making 
an  a^'^reufate  force  of  about  30,000  men. 

The  rrovincial  Congress  of  New  York  adjourned 
to  White  Plains,  where  it  convened  on  die  9U1  of 
July,  and  ntiAed  the  Declatatioii  of  Independence 
by  the  Continental  Congress,  made  Julv  4,  1776. 

On  the  a  ad  of  August,  a  British  force  landed  on 
Long  lihmd,  and  on  the  17th  a  battle  was  fbqght, 
resulting  in  the  defeat  of  the  Americans,  who^  on 
the  night  of  the  39tb,  favored  by  a  thick  fog,  re- 
treated to  New  York.  We  have  not  space  to  tell 
the  horrible  StOfjr  of  the  New  York  prisons  and 
prison-ships,  nor  of  the  barbarian  execution  of 
Nathan  Hale.  The  plan  had  been  formed  to  cap- 
ture New  York,  ascend  die  Hndaon,  effect  a  jan^ 

tioDWilh  a  force  from  C;iti;iil;i  under  Gen.  Carleton, 
and  thus  cut  off  communication  between  the  pa- 
triots of  New  England  and  those  of  the  middle  and 
aoolhem  colonies  ;  but  the  precaudons  of  Wash- 
ington and  the  failure  of  Carleton  frustrated  the 
plan. 

On  the  1 5th  of  September,  Gen.  Howe  took  pos- 
session of  New  York,  and  the  .Americans  retreated 
to  Hartem  Heights.  Gen.  Howe  sought  to  gain 
thdr  rear,  bat  Washington's  movements  frustrated 
his  designs.  On  the  s8tfa  of  October,  was  fought 
the  battle  of  White  Plains.  Fon  Wadbington  and 
Foit  Lee  were  taken  by  the  British  in  November. 

Opposed  to  f '.L-n.  C'arSelon  at  ihe  north  was  Gen. 
Gates,  who  Libandniicd  Crown  Point  and  <  om  en- 
trated  his  forces  at  I'lconderoga.  A  small  squadron 
WW  foraied  and  pbced  on  Lake  Champlain  tmder 

command  of  Arnold  in  .\iir;u>t.  .An  n<  tion  took 
place  in  October  between  this  squadron  and  the 


fleet  which  Carleton  had  picpaieJ  at  St  Johns,  in 

which  the  Americans  were  defeated  and  fell  back 
on  Ticonderoga.  Not  deeming  it  prudent  to  at» 
tack  them  tbec^  Gen.  Carleton  witikdiew  to  Canada. 
The  whole  afair  reflected  credit  on  American  skill 
and  bravery  in  na\-al  contest. 

On  the  aist  of  April,  1777,  the  first  State  Con- 
stitution was  adopted  at  Kingston,  and  under  it 
George  Clinton  was  elected  p^overnor. 

The  principal  object  of  ilie  British  in  the  cam- 
paign of  1777,  was  to  cany  out  die  cheridwd  design 
of  separating  the  eastern  from  the  southern  colonies 
by  controlUng  the  Hudson  River  and  Lake  Cham- 
plain.  Gen.  Burgoyne,  who  had  superseded  Gen. 
Carleton,  was  to  force  his  way  from  Canada,  and 
meet  Sir  Henry  Clinton  at  Albany,  while  Col.  St. 
Leger  was  to  ascend  the  Sl  Lawrence,  and,  with  a 
foice  of  \iapSSata  and  IndianB,  sweq>  tbioogh  die 
Mohawk  vallqr  from  Oswqpo  and  Rome^  and  join 
them  at  the  same  city. 

In  June,  Burgoyne  moved  on  Hoonderoga, 
which  Gen.  St  Clair  evacuated  on  July  5  th.  The 
American  army  retreated  to  Fort  Edward.  At 
Bennington,  the  Americans,  under  Gen.  John 
Stark,  achieved  a  splendid  victory  over  a  deladi- 
ment  of  the  enemy  under  Col.  Baam,  on  the  17th 
of  August 

Col.  St  Leger  invested  Fort  Schuyler,  situated 

where  now  is  the  village  of  Rome.  Gen.  Gans- 
voort  was  in  command  of  the  fort,  called  later  Fort 
Stanwiz,  to  whose  relief  Gen.  Herkimer  was  sent 
Under  him  was  fought,  August  5th,  the  fierce  bat- 
tle of  Oriskany  ajjainst  Tories  and  Indians  from  the 
forces  of  St.  Legcr.  The  bravery  of  Manuus  Wil- 
lett  and  Gen.  Arnold  saved  the  fort  and  led  St 
I.ef,'er  to  withdraw  on  ilie  2  2d  of  August 

Gen.  Philip  Schuyler,  in  command  of  the  north- 
em  army,  continued  his  retreat  before  Burgoyne, 
until  he  reached  V.ui  Schaick's  Island,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Mohawk,  where  he  threw  up  in- 
trenchments  and  awaited  the  approach  of  the 
enemy.  Here  he  was  snpeiieded  by  Gen.  Gates, 
Mho  advanced  his  forces  to  Beiiiis  ITrli,'hi-.  in 
Stillwater,  where  were  fought  the  desperale  and  de- 
risive battles  of  the  t^th  of  September  and  7th  of 
October,  and  Burgoyne  was forced  to  surrender,  on 
the  17th  of  October,  his  whole  army  and  military 
equipi^ 

While  operations  were  in  progress  in  the  vicini^ 
of  Saratov? a  Sir  Henry  Clinton  sou<;ht  to  make  a 
diversion  in  favor  of  Burgoyne.  He  proceeded  up 
the  Hudson,  captured  Forts  Montgomeiy  and 
Clinton,  devasi.ued  the  settlements  along  the  hanks 
of  the  river,  burnt  Kingston,  and,  on  learning  of 
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the  surrender  ofBurgoyne,  returned  to  New  York. 

In  llic  ( ;i!tii»;>igns  of  1778  and  1779,  no  very  im- 
portant operations  were  carried  on  in  New  York. 
The  IndiaiM  of  the  Six  Natiom  (except  some  of  the 

Onddat  and  »  few  others)  were  induced  l>y  the 
Tocies  to  cany  on  a^nst  the  Americans  tlieir 
aavage  and  cruel  warfare,  and  devastation,  slaughter 
and  massacres  were  die  result    To  arreat  these 

depredations  Gen.  John  Sulliran,  in  the  summer  of 
1779,  with  an  army  of  3,000  men,  ascended  the 
Suaqoehanna  tt>  Tioga  Fbint,  where  he  was  joined 
by  Gen.  James  Clinton  ^iih  a  thousaml  men. 
With  these  forces  they  penetrated  the  country  of 
the  savages,  destroTed  their  towns,  and  laid  waste 
their  cornfields  and  orchards,  all  through  Western 
New  York.  Though  not  bubdued  by  this  punish- 
ment, they  were  so  crippled  that  their  inroads  were 
less  frequent  and  destntctive. 

Durinfj  tlie  years  178a  and  1781,  tlie  Mohawk 
valley  was  the  scene  of  devastation  by  the  savages 
of  die  Six  Nattooa,  particularly  the  Mohawks,  under 
their  cck-bmtcd  cliicf  Brant.  T!ie  oft-told  talcs  of 
maasacre  at  Wyoming,  Cherry  Valley,  Minnisink, 
Cobleakil],  and  other  peaoefol  homes  along  the 
Susquehanna,  Mohawk,  Schoharie  an<l  Delaware 
valleys,  require  no  repetitioiL  Aside  from  these, 
New  York  was  not  the  scene  of  important  hostile 
operations^  The  year  1780  was  made  memorable 
by  the  treason  of  ArTiold.  This  brave  and  darinj^ 
otlicer  had,  for  some  irregularilics  in  Pliiludclphia 
in  1778,  been  conrt-maitialed  and  sentenced  to  be 
reprimandetl  by  the  commandcr-in-(  hief.  He  aj^t- 
parently  acquiesced  in  the  sentence,  but  his  pride 
was  deeply  wounded,  and  he  thirsted  for  revenge. 
He  solicited  and  obtained  command  of  West  Point, 
and  entered  into  negotiations  with  Sir  Henry  Clin- 
ton for  the  delivery  of  that  fortress  into  ihc  hands 
of  the  Bcitiah.  In  the  ooiine  of  dieae  negotiations 
Major  John  Andre,  of  the  British  wnws .  nut  Gen. 
Arnold  on  the  banks  of  the  Hudson,  la  allenipt- 
ing  to  retnra  he  was  captured,  about  thirty  miles 
from  New  York,  by  three  militiamen,  named  John 
Paulding,  David  Williams  and  Isaac  Van  Wart, 
who  reCuaed  his  offered  bribes,  and  delivered  him 
to  their  commander.    He  was  tried,  condemned, 

and  exeented  as  a  spv.  T »etober  S,  178a 

The  Rcvoiuliunary  War  virtually  dosed  with  the 
sanender  of  Comwallia  and  his  army  at  Yorktown 
on  the  igdi  of  October,  178 1.  A  trca^of  peace 
was  entered  into  on  the  3d  of  September,  1783, 
and  on  the  asth  of  November  in  the  same  year  the 
British  troops  evacuated  New  York.  Wa^ngton 
laid  down  his  comman<l  in  Decend>er. 

After  the  United  Suies  had  achieved  tJieir  inde- 


pendence, it  was  early  perceived  that  the  confeder* 

ation,  which  had  t»een  cstablisheil  for  a  jtariicular 
purpose,  lacked  that  cohesive  force  which  was  re- 
quisite for  an  effectual  national  government 

Pleasures  were  accordingly  instituted,  first  for  a  re- 
vision of  tlte  Articles  of  Confederation,  but,  finally, 
the  formadon  of  a  national  Ccmstitntion  was  deter- 
mined on  ;  and  such  Constitudon  was  formed  by 
the  Convention  in  I'liiladelphia,  in  1787.  Hamil- 
ton, Vatcs  and  Lansing  were  the  delq^ates  from 
New  York.  After  its  adopdon  by  the  requisite 
number  of  States,  it  was  ratified  in  Convention  by 
the  State  of  New  York,  on  the  26th  of  July,  1788, 
by  a  vote  of  30  to  97,  and  seven  not  voting. 

The  difficultly  arising  out  of  the  conflicting 
claims  of  New  York  and  New  Hampshire  to  the 
territory  now  comprising  Vermont,  since  17^3, 
which  had  beea  hdd  in  partial  abeyance  during 
the  Revolutionary  struggle,  were  finally  settled  by 
the  adinissi<^>n  of  the  disputed  territory  into  the 
Union,  in  1790,  under  the  name  of  Vermont,  as 
the  fourteenth  State. 

By  reason  of  indefiniteness  and  confusion  in  the 
original  grants,  Bfaasachusetts  made  valid  dahn 
upon  a  portion  of  the  territory  of  New  York.  This 
claim  wa.s  settled  by  the  cession  to  Massachusetts 
of  all  rights,  except  that  of  political  sovereignly,  over 
about  one-fourth  of  the  Stat&  The  largest  tract  of 
these  lands,  embniein)^  what  has  l>een  known  as 
the  Geuessce  country,  was  sold  by  Massachusetts 
kx  the  atim  of  one  million  doUars. 

CHAPTER  V. 

THE   WAR  OF   l8tS   BXTRrXBH  TWt  tWITZn  STATXS 
^  AMD  OIXAT  MITAIM. 


"T^.XRI.Y  in  the  present  c 
between  this  country 


century  difficulties  arose 
untry  and  Great  Britain  con- 
cerning the  rights  of  neutrals  on  the  teasj,  and  the 
allegcil  aggressions  of  the  British  became  a  anhject 
of  bitter  animosity. 

The  English  go\-ernroent  claimed  the  right  to 
search  American  vessels  and  impress  into  iia  aer- 
\  ite  such  of  their  crews  as  it  thiise  to  regard  as 
British  subjects.  Claiming  that  the  vindication  of 
the  national  honor  demanded  it,  war  was  dechued 
by  the  United  States  on  the  19th  of  June.  i8n. 
To  this  measure  there  was  a  strong  opposition, 
bodi  in  New  England  and  New  York.  Bu^apirit 
ran  ver}-  high.  War  crippled  commerce  and  every 
industry,  and  cost  money  and  men.  To  carry  it 
on,  an  invasion  of  Canada  was  determined  on. 
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fbioei  were  collected  in  the  vicinity  of  Platts- 
burg,  on  I^ke  Champlain,  under  Gen.  Henn' 
Dearborn,  and  at  Lewiston,  on  (he  Niagara  River, 
under  Gen.  Stqiben  Van  Renndaer.  A  navil 
fixoe  was  fitted  up  on  the  lalccs,  and  Commodore 
Qmunce/  was  placed  in  command  of  it  Unsuc- 
cessfbl  attempts  were  made  by  the  ftidrii  fleet  on 
Sackcu's  IhLrt>or  and  Ogdensburg.  The  British 
vessel  Gih  ilonia  was  captured  at  the  foot  of  Ijike 
Khe.  An  atuck  was  made  on  the  beightj>  at 
QueanatowB,  on  Ae  Canadian  aide  of  the  Niagara ; 
and  tliniiu'li  ;u  first  the  AmcrkuiB  were  mGcanfiil, 
tlie)  were  linaiiy  compelled  to  retreat 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1813,  aracoenfiil  expe- 
dition to  Canada  was  made  from  Dgdensburg.  In 
retaliation,  an  attack  was  made  on  that  place,  some 
stores  were  taken,  several  vessels  destroyed,  and 
the  property  of  dtisens  injured.  In  April,  a  sue- 
rcssftd  expedition  was  sent  by  (Jen.  Dcarliorn 
against  York,  now  Toronto.  In  May,  the  British 
were  driven  from  Port  George,  on  the  Niagara 
River,  near  Lake  Ontario,  and  the  enemy's  post  on 
that  frontier  was  evaciuted  Sackett's  Harbor  was 
attacked  by  the  British,  who  were  repnlsed.  An 
unsuccessfiil  attac  k  was  also  made  by  them  on  the 
village  of  Black  Rock. 

The  brilliant  victory  of  Commodore  Oliver  H. 
Ffeny,  on  Lake  Erie,  was  achieved  on  the  lodi  of 
Se])temher.  1S13.  The  t)perati<ms  on  I.ake  On- 
tario were  less  decisive.  Late  in  the  autumn,  an 
unsnocesslul  attempt  was  made  to  invade  Canada 
under  Gen.  Wilkinson,  The  American  generals 
Isard  and  Hampton  were  repulsed  near  the  border 
of  Phmklin  County.  In  December  the  British 
took  Fort  Niagara,  and  massacred  a  large  part  of 
the  parrison.  and  even  iiospital  i)atien1s.  Lewis- 
ion  was  burned,  and  the  viilage-s  of  \'<.>ungst««rn, 
Manchester,  Schlosser  and  the  Indian  vilKqiie  of 
Tustarora  were  devastated  by  the  enem\.  The 
villages  of  Black  Rock  and  Buffalo  were  also 
burned,  and  thus  the  desolation  of  dw  Niagara 
frontier  was  completed. 

Early  in  18 14,  an  attempt  was  made  by  the  Brit- 
ish to  capture  some  military  stores  at  Oswego 
Falls,  but  without  success.  On  the  3d  of  July, 
1 8 14,  Fort  Erie  was  taken  by  the  Americans,  and 
un  the  i5th  a  battle  was  fought  at  Lundy's  Lane. 
In  August,  Fort  Erie  was  besieged  by  the  Aritish, 

who  were  compelled  to  retire.  Scott,  Wwl, 
Brown,  Miller  and  otiicr  American  commanders 
showed  remarkable  skill  and  bravery  in  these  bat- 
tles; hut  UMtty  noble  lives  were  lost  and  little 

gained  in  compensation. 

The  plan  of  a  dismemberment  of  the  Union,  by 


|x>ssessing  I-ikc  Champlain  and  the  Hudson  River 
and  capturinf^  New  ^'ork,  was  airain  formed.  It 
was  hoped  that  discontent  and  opposition  to  the 
war  in  New  England,  and  possibfy  in  New  Yofk, 
might  lead  to  the  conclusion  of  a  separate  peace 
with  these  States.  The  people,  however,  were  fully 
aroused,  and  the  defimses  of  New  Yoik  were 

Strengt'i' 1'  !  and  strongly  garrisoned.  An  invasion 
was  underuikcn  from  Canada,  and  a  descent  was 
made  upon  Piattsburg  by  an  army  of  11,000  men 
under  Sir  Geoige  Fkcvost  A  severe  engageoBent, 
on  the  mil  if  September  compelled  him  to  retire 
with  great  loss.  The  British  fleet,  under  Commo- 
dore Downie,  was  on  the  same  day  captured  on 
Lake  Champlain  by  Commodore  McDonough.  No 
further  invasion  of  the  New  York  frontier  took 
plac&  On  the  24th  of  December,  l8t4>  a  treaty 
of  peace  was  c<  mcluded  at  Ghent  The  cmdi  war 
was  ended,  and  the  Union  was  made  stronger. 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins  was  the  great  war  governor, 
and  was  left  almost  single-handed  to  |Hotect  our 
iiorthrrii  fn.iiticr.  New  England,  excepting  Ver- 
mont, being  filled  with  discontents.  No  State 
suffered  more  than  New  York,  or  gained  more  by 
the  return  of  peace. 

No  other  serious  interruption  of  the  peaceful 
relations  between  this  country  and  England  has 
occurred.  Some  infractions  of  the  neutrality  laws 
have  been  attempted  on  the  Canadian  frontier,  the 
chief  of  which  took  place  during  the  Canadian  re- 
bellion, commonly  known  ss  the  **Fstriot  war," 
in  1837-38. 

What  were  known  as  the  "anti-rent  disturb- 
ances," growing  out  of  die  -manoiial  daims,  com- 
menced as  early  as  1839,  and  were  not  terminated 
til!  1846.  Laws  were  enacted  to  modify  the  pro- 
cess  of  collecting  rents  and  to  extend  the  time  for 
"re-entry"  on  lands  where  rents  were  in  arrears, 
and  tiuiet  was  finally  restored. 

The  annexation  of  Texas  to  the  United  States 
led  to  hosdlities  between  Mexico  and  tUa  nation, 
and  on  the  nth  of  May,  1846,  Congress  declared, 
that,  by  the  acts  of  the  Mexicans,  war  existed  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  The  Americans  were  vic- 
torious in  all  important  engagements  with  the 
Mexican  army,  and  the  part  taken  by  the  troops 
from  the  Suie  of  New  York,  under  Generals  W  orth 
and  Wool,  was  conspicuous  and  highly  creditable 

to  their  \-.i1«t. 
From  lime  to  lime,  the  Legislature  enacted  laws 
'  ctfdoeming  slaver}',  down  to  the  ytxt  1819.  A  law 
passed  in  1 799  provided  fur  the  gradual  extinction 

of  sl-ivcrv  in  the  State.  In  181 7  a  further  act 
was  passed  decreeing  thai  Uicrc  should  be  no  slav- 
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cry  in  the  Stale  alter  the  4th  of  July,  1827.  Ten 
tfaooMad  slaves  were  set  free  by  this  act,  and  the 

dark  stain  was  wiped  <>ut. 

The  recognition  of  slavery  in  the  Territories  uf 
the  United  States  was  earnestty  resisted  daring 
many  years,  and  tlie  controversy  finally  resulted  in 
a  gigantic  civi!  wur.  On  the  election  of  Abraham 
lincoln  to  tlic  I'rcsidcuc),  in  i860,  on  the  platform 
of  avowed  hostilitjr  to  the  extension  of  slavery, 

and  the  fiihiro  to  effect  a  CLinpnimisc  by  which  the 
institution  should  be  recognized  or  tolerated  in 
any  of  the  Teiritories,  the  Southern  States  deter- 
mined to  secede  from  the  Union  and  establish  a 
separate  government  The  attack  by  the  Confede- 
rates, as  these  States  styled  themselves,  on  Fort 
Somter,  was  the  first  overt  act  of  the  Rebellion, 
and  its  occurrence,  in  April,  1861,  wai?  the  com- 
mencement of  active  hostilities.  Before  the  close 
of  that  year  the  Stale  of  New  York  had  placed  in 
the  field  one  hundred  and  fifteen  regiments. 

In  Jaly,  1863,  during  the  execution  of  a  draft 
ordered  byCoogress,  an  alarming  riot  occnned  in 
the  City  of  New  York.  The  police  were  unable  to 
che<k  its  pro[,'re-<s,  and  during  se\eral  days  the  city 
was  convulsed  with  lawlessness,  rapine  and  murder. 
The  ontbreak  was  finally  quelled  by  military  Ibice, 
but  not  until  a  large  amount  nf  prn]  ierty  had  been 
destroyed  and  many  lives  sacriliced.  'I'he  war 
was  prolonged  till  April,  1865,  when  it  terminated 
with  the  complete  success  of  the  Union  arms  and 
dispersion  of  the  rebel  arm}'.  This  State  bad  done 
its  part  in  this  great  struggle. 


CHAPTER  VL 

1NTEIU<AI.    1>1I'K< A  KMI  NIS     CONSTITITIONAL  AlUND* 
MENT:^SC»OOtS — STATISTICS. 

IN  i79f»  fhe  LegUaton  ordered  an  exploration 
and  survey  to  ascertain  the  most  eligible  meth- 
od of  removing  obetructions  from  the  Mohawk  and 
Hudson  Riven,  with  a  view  to  improve  dwir  na^- 
gation  by  the  construction  of  canals.  In  1792, 
two  companies  were  incorporated,  styled  the  North- 
cm  and  Western  Inland  Lock  Navigation  Com- 
panks,  fur  the  pur{)ose  of  &cilitating  luvigalion  by 
connecting  Lake  Ontario  with  the  Mohawk  and 
Lake  Champlain  with  the  Hudson  by  canals. 
Among  the  prune  movers  were  Gen.  Schuyler  and 
Elkanah  Wataon. 

In  tSio,  a  provision  was  made  by  the  L^slature 
"fbr  exploring  the  nmte  of  an  inland  navigation 
fioa  Hndson^  River  to  Lake  Ontario  and  Lake 


iErie."  It  was  at  hrst  proposed  to  sohcit  aid  from 
the  general  government  to  cany  out  this  work;  Imt 
in  18 1 2,  a  commission  reported  to  the  legislature 
that  sound  policy  demanded  that  this  should  be 
done  by  the  State.  War  with  Great  Britain  uter- 
rupied  the  project. 

On  the  termination  of  the  war  the  project  was 
revived;  and  nutwithstariding  the  formidable  char- 
acter of  the  undertaking,  and  the  difficulties  in  its 
'  way,  through  the  untiring  energy  ami  perseverance 
of  De  Witt  Clinton,  an  act  prepared  by  him  was 
paved  in  April,  1817,  authorising  the  constraction 
of  the  work.  This — the  Erie  Canal — was  com- 
menced on  the  4  th  of  Jnly  in  that  year,  and  on  the 
36th  of  October,  1825,  the  first  flotilla  of  boats  left 
Buffalo  for  New  York.  lu  departure  was  commu- 
nicated to  New  York  in  one  hour  and  twenty  min- 
utes by  the  discharge  of  cannon  stationed  within 
hearing  of  each  other.   This  was  then  legaided  as 

a  rapid  tn»ii>nitssinn  of  intelligence. 

The  first  railroad  in  the  Sute,  between  Albany 
and  Schenectady,  was  diaitered  in  i8s6,  and 
completed  in  i  S3 1.  Other  roads  through  the  cen- 
tral portion  of  the  Sute  were  soon  constructed, 
and  nulroad  connection  bctwecu  the  great  lakes 
and  Hudson  River  established.  In  1851,  diese 
different  roads  were  consolidated  into  the  present 
immense  New  York  Central  Hailroad;  and,  subse- 
quently, connection  was  made  by  the  Hudson 

Kiver  Railroad,  will,  -i  City  of  New  Yoik.  In 
1833,  the  New  York  and  Erie  Railway  was  com- 
menced, and  completed  in  1852.  The  enlarge 
ment  of  the  Erie  Guial  to  its  present  capacity  was 
commenced  in  1835  and  completed  in  1862. 
These  constitute  the  main  avenues  of  travel  and 
transportation  through  die  Slate,  between  its  eastntn 
and  western  extremiUes.  Connecting  routes  in 
every  direction  have  come  into  existence,  and  the 
facilities  for  transporution  and  travel  in  this  State 
are  not  excelled  by  those  of  any  oiii^r.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  call  attention  to  the  telegraph  lines 
that  ramify  through  all  paru  of  the  State. 

It  has  already  been  stated  that  a  State  Coostitn- 
lion  was  adopted  in  1777.  Several  amendmcnis 
to  this  Constitntion  were  adopted  in  the  Convention 
of  1821,  and  the  new  Constitution  was  adtqpted  in 
182s,  at  a  popular  election  held  for  that  purpose 

I  by  a  large  majority  in  a  vote  of  116, 919. 

j  On  the  I  St  of  June,  1846,  another  constitutional 
convention  met  at  Albany,  which  continued  in 

'  session  more  than  four  months.  The  amendments 
adopted  by  that  body  were  ratilkd  by  the  people 
in  die  IbUowing  November,  by  a  mijorf^  of  more 
than  30,000  votes. 
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In  JmWi  1867,  anodier  ooiutitatk>nal  conven- 
tion assembled.  The  amenrieil  Constitntion  fmmed 
by  this  cunvcniion,  submitted  to  the  people  in  No- 
vember, 1869,  resulted  in  its  rejection,  except  the 
article  making  changes  in  the  judiciary,  by  a  ma- 
jority of  more  than  66,cxx5.  The  judidary  article 
was  accepted  by  a  small  majority. 

In  i87>,  a  commisrioB^  thirty-two  penoos  was 
appointed  t<t  jiroprise  t<>  the  Legislature  amend- 
ments to  ti>e  Constitution.  In  1873  several  im- 
portant amendments  were  recommended,  and  rati- 
fied at  the  election  in  1874.  It  is  a  notable  fact 
that,  as  changes  have  been  made  in  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State,  the  elective  fifanduse  has  been 
extended. 

In  1784,  a  law  was  enacted  incorporating  the 
Reigents  of  the  University  of  New  York.  They 
were  entrusted  with  the  higher  education  of  the 
State,  as  iiii|)arted  or  to  be  imparted  in  colleges 
and  academies.  The  first  academies  incorporated 
by  them  were  Erasmus  HaU  of  Flatbuaib,  and 
Clinton  Hall  i>f  Kasthampton,  both  on  Long 
Island,  and  both  incorporated  November  20,  1787. 
In  their  report  for  1793,  they  called  attention  to  the 
importance  of  instituting  aCoounon  School  System. 
At  different  time-;  from  i7i<7to  i:*!;;,  Gov,  Clin- 
ton cal(pd  tlic  attention  of  the  legislature  to  Uie 
same  subject  In  the  latter  year,  an  act  was  passed 
appropriating  $50,000  annually,  for  five  yean,  for 
the  encouragement  of  schools.  In  1805,  after 
attention  had  repeatedly  been  called  to  the  subject 
by  the  different  g<ivcrnurs,  the  I.cL^islatlue  possed 
an  ai:t  layini^  the  foiindaliuti  of  the  present  com- 
mon school  fund.  In  ibi2,  the  common  school 
system  was  adopted,  comprising  substantially  the 
features  of  tlie  system  as  it  existed  up  to  1S40.  In 
1854,  a  Department  of  Public  Insuuction  was 
established,  and  >^ctor  M.  Rice  made  the  first 
Superintendent.  Under  his  administration  of  nine 
years,  Normal  Schools  were  established,  County 
Sopervi^ion  and  Teachers'  Institutes  made  more 
efficient,  the  odious  rate  bill  was  abolished,  and 
other  improvement'!  inaugurated,  which  lay  at  the 
foundation  of  all  that  has  since  been  done  under 
our  grand  school  system. 

The  State  Agricultural  Sotiet\,  which  has  been 
productive  of  such  great  benefit,  was  organized 
at  a  eonventfon  in  Albony  in  1832.  It  was  reor- 
ganized -ti  1 84 1,  and  meastires  were  adopted  for 
raising  funds  ami  holding  annual  fltirs. 

In  1836,  the  Legislature  ordered  a  scientific 
surv^  of  the  Slate  for  the  purpose  oT  developing 
a  knowledge  of  it-  per>]r.^-v,  niinL-ralngy  and  nat- 
ural history.    The  published  reports  of  this  survey 


are  of  veiy  great  value.   To  FvoC  James  Hall  is 

1  chiefly  due  this  great  work. 

The  following  list  of  the  Governors,  Lieutenant 
Govemora  and  Fkesidcnts  of  die  Council  who  have 
administered  the  Government  of  the  Colony  and 
of  the  State  of  New  York  from  1639  to  the  present 
time,  will  be  found  convenient  for  reference  : 

UnnutTMaDtrrcH. — Dirt^t  Genera/^Adriaen 
Joris.  1623  ;  Cornel  is  jacobsen  May,  1624  ;  Willem 
Verhulst,  1625;  Peter  Minuit,  1626;  The  Coun- 
cil, 163s ;  Wouter  Van  Twiller,  1633 ;  William 

Kieft,  163S  :  IVlLi  Stuyvervint,  1^47. 

Unoer  the  Enuusu. — Coioniai  Gevemort,  eic^ 
1664-73 — Richard  Nicolls,  1664;  CoL  Frauds 
LovehH>B^  1667. 

Unokr  the  Dutch  aoaik,  1673. — Cornells  Ev- 
ertse,  Jr.,  Jacob  Benckes,  and  Council  of  War, 
August  19 ;  Anthony  Colve,  September  19,  1673. 

Under  the  Knglish. — Colonial  Gcvernors,  i-lc  — 
Major  Edmund  Andrus,  1674 ;  Anthony  Brock- 
holies  (Commander^n-Chiet),  1677 ;  Sir  Edmund 
Andros,  1678;  Anthony  Brockholles,  1681  ;  Col. 
Thomas  Dongan,  1682;  Sir  Edmund  .Andros, 
August  11,  1685;  Francis  Nicholson  (Lieutenant 
Governor),  October  9,  1688;  Jacob  Ldsler, 
1^)89;  Col.  Henr)'  Sloughter,  March  19,  1691  ; 
Major  Richard  Ingoldsby,  July  26,  1691  ;  Col. 
fienj.  Fletcher  (Commander-in-CUei),  169s ; 
Richard,  Earl  of  Bellomont,  1688;  John  Nanfaii 
(Lieutenant  Governor),  1699;  Earl  of  Bellonioni, 
1700;  William  Smith  (eldest  Councillor),  1701  ; 
John  Nanfim  (lieutenant  Governor),  1701;  I^jrd 
Cornbury.  1702;  John,  I-ord  Lovelace,  17  S; 
Peter  Schuyler  (President),  May  6,  Richard  In- 
goldri>y  (Lieutenant  Governor),  May  9,  and  Peter 
Schuyler,  May  25,  and  Richard  IngoKlsliy  (Lieu- 
tenant (  kivernor),  June  1,  1709;  Gerardus  Becck- 
man,  April  10 ;  Brigadier  Robert  Hiuter,  June 
14,  1 710;  Peter  Schuyler  (President),  1719; 
Willi.im  Hurnct,  1720;  John  Montgomerie,  1728; 
Rip  Van  Dam  (President),  1731  ;  Col.  \Vm.  Cosby, 
173s;  Gea  Oarke  (Fiesident),  1736;  Admiral 
Geo.  Clinton.  1743  :  Sir  I>anvers  Osborne,  Octo- 
ber to,  and  James  De  I^ncey  (Lieutenant  Gov- 
ernor), October  is,  1753;  Sir  Charles  Hardy, 
•755  ;  Jamc-s  De  I-ancey  (Lieutenant  Governor), 
1757;  Cadwallader  Colden  (President),  1760; 
Major-Gcncral  Robert  Monckton,  October  j6,  and 
Cadwallader  Colden  (Lieutenant  Governor),  No- 
vember 18,  17^1  ;  Major  General  Robert  Mourk- 
ton,  1762;  Cadwallader  Colden,  1763;  Sir  Henry 
Moore,  1765 ;  Gidwatlader  Colden,  1769 ;  John, 
!  Karl  of  Dunmore,  1770;  William  TrA-on,  1771; 
I  Cadwallader  Colden  (Lieutenant  Governor),  1774; 
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William  Trfon,  177s  >  J«mc8  Robertson,  1780; 
Andraw  ElUoC  (Lieutenant  Governor),  1783. 

Gooernors  0/  the  Statt:  George  Clinton,  1 777  ; 
John  Jay,  1795  :  George  Clinton,  1801  ;  Morgan 
I-ewis,  1804  ;  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  1S07;  XY^ 
Witt  riiniim.  I'^i;:  J..se].h  C.  Vates,  1822  ;  De 
Wilt  CImton,  1S24;  Martin  Van  Buren,  1828; 
Enos  T.  Throom  1830 ;  Willtem  I»  Harcjr,  1632  ; 
William  H.  Scwanl,  1S38;  William  C.  Bouck, 
184a;  Silas  Wright,  1844  ;  John  Young,  1846; 
Hamilton  Flab,  1848;  Washington  Hnnt,  1850; 
Huralio  Seymour,  1852;  Myron  H.  Clark,  1854; 
Julm  A.  Kinjr.  1850;  Edwin  D.Morgan,  1858; 
Horatio  Seymour,  i86a;  Reuben  \L  l-"enton, 
1864;  Jobn  T.  Hoflman.  1868;  John  A.  Diz, 


187a ;  Samael  J.  Tildes,  1874  ;  Ludoa  Robinaon, 

1876:  Alonz.j  B  ("urru-ll.  1S80;  Grovef  Qevo- 
land,  1883  ;  David  B.  Hill,  1885. 

The  population  of  the  colony  and  State  of  New 
York  was,  in  169S,  18,067;  1703,  20,665;  1723, 

40,564;  I7JI,  5o.*n;  1737.  60,437;  1746, 

61,580;  1749,  its'*-  96.790;  I?;'. 

•63.337;  1790.340,120;  lioo,  586,756;  1810, 
959,049;  i8t<^   f,37a,8ft;  1830,  1,918,608; 

1840,  2.428,921;  1850,3,097,394;  i860,  3,880,- 
735;  1870,  4,3«2. 759  :  5»o84,i73- 

Of  the  total  population  there  were  in  1790, 
21,324  slaves;  in  iScx»,  33,343;  i8io,  15,017; 
t8aa  10,088;  1830^  75;  1840^  4. 
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COUNTY    OF  ALBANY. 

WRITTEK  AW  SOITBO  BT 

PROF.  JONATHAN  TENNEY,  PH.D. 


TOPOGRAPHY. 

THE  Coanty  of  Albany,  one  of  the  original  ten 
oounties  of  the  present  State  of  New  York, 
bean  the  name  of  the  Scotch  title  of  die  Ditke  ot 
York  and  Albany,  afterwards  King  James  II.  of 
England.  It  was  incorporated  under  Gov.  Thomas 
Dongan,  November  i,  1683,  and  confirmed 
October  i,  1691.  It  i»  flitoated  od  the  weat  bank 
of  the  Hudson  River,  about  165  miles  from  its 
sources  in  the  Adirondacks,  and  168  miles  from 
ill  mondi  at  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  vedundagfrooi  the 
Mohawk.  It  lic^  at  the  licad  of  tide  water,  ami 
of  sloop  and  stcan^boat  navigation.  Its  latitude  i.s 
between  43"  33'  and  42^  49' N.  Its  longitude  is 
between  2°  40'  and  1 5'  E.  fr.  uii  Washington,  and 
15'  and  20'  \V.  from  New  York  C  ity.  Its  extent, 
east  and  west,  is  about  25  miles ;  nortii  and  south, 
ts  miles.  It  has  an  ana  of  alxMit  544  aqnaie miles, 
or  348,160  acres.  Its  tKirllicrn  and  southern 
boundaries  arc  nearly  parallel,  and  its  western 
boundary,  throughout  its  whole  extent^  is  under- 
stood to  run  equidistant  from  the  coune  of  the 
Hudson  River  in  all  its  windings. 

LAND  SURF.XCK. 

The  land  surface  of  the  county  is  strikingly  diver- 
aified.   Alluvial  flats,  varying  from  about  a  quarter 

'  of  a  mile  to  one  mile  in  breadth,  lie  along  the  Hud- 
son, from  which  hills  arise,  l)y  slopes  now  p^entle, 
now  abrupt,  to  an  elevation  of  from  100  to  200  feet. 
Ftom  these  extend  undulating  plainsj,  ■nxwd  by 
fields  of  .sand  and  clay,  small  marshes  and  ravines 
made  by  the  waterways,  until  the  foot  of  the 
Hddwbergs  is  reached  on  the  west,  making  a  total 
rise  of  from  400  to  8co  feet  above  the  tides.  Then 
come  these  Heliierberg  hills,  rising  from  300  lo 
t,000  feet  higher,  and  ofien  forming  a  precipitous 
wall  of  100  feet  or  more.  There  are  no  isolated 
peaks  to  these  hills.  lieyond,  sIo]iing  jrradually 
toward  the  west  and  south,  areirr^ular  and  rocky 
plateaus  in  the  towns  of  Beme  and  Renaaebtenrille. 


.VIoiig  the  Mohawk  the  land  is  broken  and  rugged. 
Rocky  ridges,  deep  gullies  and  hills  and  plains  of 
clay  and  sand,  arc  abundant  throughout  the  county. 

The  hii^keit  dewtkm  in  the  coimty  is  at  the 
place  called  the  "Helderberg  .Station  "  of  the 
United  States  Coast  Survey,  a  location  which 
ought  to  have  a  more  distinctive  name.  Its  sum- 
mit  is  1,833  above  sea  level.  It  lies  in  the 
town  of  New  Scotland.  The  Helderberg  Hills 
are  a  leading  feature  of  the  county,  whether  we 
Gonnder  their  prominence,  their  geological  struc- 
ture, or  their  relation  to  soil  and  climate.  Their 
' '  romantic  w  ooded  rock  scener}-,  dark  caverns, 
sprayey  waterfiills,  varied  landscape  and  accessible 

mountain  grandeur  render  them  of  interest  to  the 
artist,  author,  student,  poet,  tourist  and  rusiicatur," 
says  Colvin. 

GEOGRAPHY. 

HtLU.— -The  name  Hdderbcrg  signifies  Gear 

Mountain.  Its  hills  and  ranges  connect  with 
the  Catskills,  of  which  they  are  outlving  spurs. 
They  are  a  continuation  of  the  Allegany  Moun- 
tains, ranning  northerly  across  our  county, 
and  a  part  of  the  great  Appalachian  svstcm  to 
which  belong  the  Adirondacks,  the  Green  Moun- 
tains and  the  White  Hills.  No  description  of 
these  hills  so  graphic  a.s  that  w  ritten  by  Vcrplanck 
Colvin,  of  Albany,  and  pubhshed  in  Harper's 
"Monthly  Magazine,"  for  October,  1869,  has  yet 
been  seen  or  read.  He  tells  you  of  their  dark,  gray 
cliffs,  iheir  fearful  overhanging  jiret ipit i-s,  iheir 
n>ck-filled  gorges,  llieir  gloomy  recesses  untrodden 
by  man,  tiheir  dripping  rucks,  their  domes  and 
dark  intricate  caverns,  their  waterfalls  that  droji 
into  ca\-es,  and,  after  subterranean  flow,  appear 
again  as  tributaries  to  larger  streams;  of  then- 
sequestered  dens,  once  the  resort  of  savage  }>easis 
and  more  savage  Indians  and  Tories  :  of  the  IiKii.m 
trail  and  Indian  ladder;  of  sliell-covcrcd  cliffs  and 
Hmestone  rocks  charged  witfi  fcMils  that  tdl  us 
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that  once  they  formed  l>ed.s  of  the  old  OOein.  As- 
cending; the  summits,  ho  shows  you  the  sutured 
plateaus  and  the  splendid  scene  in  the  widespread 
panonuna  of  fidd  and  forest  and  distant  hilla 

around  \  i  lU. 

The  learned  Sir  CbsirlesLyeU,  of£ngland,  visited 
this  region  and  viewed  Us  varied  wooden  with 
amasement,  and  q)olte  fA  dwin  as  a  new  world, 

forgotten  by  men  of  science,  abounding  in 
striking  peculiarities  \torthy  of  close  study. 
Dr.  Misride  lememben  his  remark  that  the 
"  Hd  lerbergs  an  a  kcj  to  the  geokigjr  of  Nordi 

America." 

Recently  they  are  much  visited,  and  are  hecoming 

a  favorite  summer  resort  to  the  weary  student  and 
the  tired  and  stifled  denizens  of  Uw  dty,  as  well  as 
to  the  appreciative  lover  of  nature.  Better ftdiities 
for  aooess  to  them,  and  pleasant  homes  upon  their 
slopes  and  summits,  are  now  pro\  iiie<l. 

There  are  other  hills  in  tiie  couul}  that  ' '  Itave 
a  local  habitation  and  a  name,"  as  Cedar  Hill,  in 

ncthlchem;  Mossy  and  Gcdney  ITill-^,  in  Coeymans  ; 
Grippy  and  Irish  Hills,  in  ikrne  \  Siities  Hill,  in 
Knox ;  Bennett's^  Mount  neasant  and  Copebuid's 
Hills,  in  New  Scotland— all  spun  or  devations  of 
the  HcUIcrherKs. 

I5LA.NDS. — In  the  acts  establishing  the  river 
boondaiy  of  Albany  Coan^  all  klands  fai  the  Hud- 
son that  are  nearest  the  western  shore  are  in<  ludeti 
in  our  county  of  Albany.  There  are  sevenU  of 
diese^  some  of whidi  are  of  considerable  importance. 
Of  these  Van  Rensselaer's  or  Westcrlo  Island  is  the 
laigest,  containing  about  i6o  acres  of  fertile  land, 
adapted  to  garden  culture,  producing  fine  crops  in 
bvoiable  seasons.  The  norttiern  part  is  occupied 
by  extensive  iron  wt)rks.  Its  lower  grounds  arc 
subject  to  the  heavy  floods.  In  May,  i^H,  it  was 
occupied  bf  eleven  fiurms,  which  were  overflowed, 
causing  a  damage  of  $6,000  to  the  crops.  It  is 
recorded,  in  October,  i85C^  tliat  it  had  been 
flooded  eight  times  that  year.  Historically,  this  is 
our  oldest  island.  To  say  nothing  of  the  tra- 
ditionary occupation  by  Spanish  or  French  adven- 
turers, at  an  earlier  date,  which,  if  true,  is  of  little 
importance,  as  they  left  no  name  and  no  trace  in 

our  historj-,  we  are  certain  tliat  Hendri(  k  ( irstiaen- 
sen,  in  1614,  witli  his  companions,  occupied  tlie 
island,  under  the  patronage  of  the  United  New 
Netherlands  Company,  for  the  purpose  of  trading 
in  furs,  and  remained  until  the  spring  floods 
destroyed  their  worics.  Then  they  removed  furUier 
down  on  elevated  grounds,  ne.ir  the  mouth  of  the 
Normanskill.  It  is  said  tliat  they  erected  a  sto<.ka<le 
as  a  defense  against  the  Indians,  with  whom  ttiey 


carried  on  a  profitable  trade.  I'his  fortification  was 
'  about  50  feet  square,  surrounded  by  a  moat  18 
leet  wide,  defended  by  1 1  stone  guns  and  a  can- 
non, and  garrisoned  by  is  men  under  Jacob 

Jacobscn  Klkins,  who  sutceeded  Corstiaenssen. 
The  name  of  Kasteel  or  Castle  Island  was  taken. 
It  is  called  by  Ais  name  many  early  writers,  and 
in  the  later  reports  and  papers  of  Gov.  Stuv-vesant 
In  1639,  it  was  visited  by  De  Vric';,  who  fuund  it 
occupied  by  Brandt  Fylen,  or  Pcclan,  under  lease 
from  the  patroon  and  his  cofartneis,  Godyn, 
Bloemart.  and  De  Laet.  It  was  well  st(>cke(I  and 
snooessfuUy  farmed.  Indians  were  fishing  around 
its  shores.  The  ishmd  has  been  spoken  of  at 
various  times  as  Welj-sburg,  Van  Der  Donk's,  Mar- 
tin Genitsen's,  Sweaton's  and  Boyd's  Island,  prob- 
ably firom  its  leading  occuftants.  It  belongs  to  the 
town  of  Betlileiiein.  On  the  Coast  Survqr  maps  it 
is  written  as  Westerlo  Islantl-  -  a  preferable  name,  as 
tlie  name  of  Van  Rensselaer  was,  long  ago,  given 
to  the  ishnd  opposite  Albany  and  belonging  to  Rens- 
selacr  County,  u[>on  whidi  tie  sttuted  the  Boston 
and  Albany  Railroad  shops. 

Near  the  junction  of  the  Mohawk  and  Hudson 
are  Haver  Island,  on  which,  as  tradition  tells  us, . 
was  Moenemines  Castle,  once  an  important  Mo- 
hawk village ;  Van  Schaick's  Island,  on  which 
Gen.  Schuyler,  in  1777,  retreatmg  from  Buigoyne's 
advancing  marili.  ^t  itioncd  his  army  behind  in- 
trenchments,  hoping  to  stay  the  progress  of  the 
Britidi  army  towards  Albany  at  that  point ;  and 
Whale  Island,  now  covered  with  .sand  and  water, 
and  interesting  onl>  as  the  suanding  place  of  that 
"  monster  of  the  deep, "  which  wandered  up  the 
river  in  1646,  hoping,  no  .ioulit.  t<>  find  a  pa.ssage 
to  Grceniantl  this  way,  Imi  insiruii  meeting  his 
death,  losing  his  blubber,  greasing  the  river,  and 
creatmg  a  great  stench  for  miles  around,  by  his 
atmospheric  cremation. 

Green  Island,  directly  opposite  Troy,  is  a  village, 
incorporated  October  14, 1853.  and  May  13,  1869. 
It  is  the  scat  of  extensive  manufactures,  producing 
railroad  cars,  stoves,  sa.sh  and  blinds,  etc.  It  also 
lias  th^  repair  shops  of  the  Rens.  and  Sar.  Raihroad, 
fe«ndiy  and  madiine  shops,  malleable  iron  works 
and  many  mechanic  shops.  It  iv  connected  with 
Troy  by  a  bridge  1680  feet  long,  and  by  street  cars 
with  Cohoes,  Troy,  W.  Troy  and  Albany.  It  has 
five  or  si.x  churches,  railroad  Stations  of  the  New 
York  Cential  and  Rens.  and  Sar.  Railroads, 
and  village  schools.  It  was  once  called  Tibbett's 
Island. 

I  Pleasure  Island,  a  short  di>.tan<  <-  above  .Mbany, 
I  is  a  summer  resort,  having  a  race-ground  and 
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other  attractkms  for  sporting  men  and  pleanire> 

■eekers. 

fieereo  Island  (Beerea  Eylandt),  or  Bear's 
Iduid,  in  the  Hndaon,  aboot  it  mites  bdow 
Albany,  belonj^s  to  the  town  of  Coeymans,  and  lies 
near  the  shore,  a  little  80Utheast  of  the  village.  Its 
area  is  about  two  acres,  its  northern  aspect  being  an 
abrupt  rockjr  piomontorf,  fnm  whidt  it  gradually 
rioj"'-;  t'»  its  southorn  (cniiiniis.  Its  soil  was 
never  adapted  to  agriculture ;  trees  and  a  thin 
growdi  of  grass  cover  it  in  patches ;  it  has  been 
a  good  place  for  fishing.  Claimed  by  t!ic  patrrMni, 
it  was  chosen  early  as  a  fine  place  for  fortifications 
to  Iteep  off  mtraden  upon  hia  lands,  his  timber, 
his  trade  and  his  home.  Accordingly,  in  1643,  a 
fort,  named  Rensselaer  Stein,  wxs  prpctcil.  dcfcniied 
by  mounted  cannon  and  a  garrinon,  and  placed  in 
charge  of  Nidiolaa  Coom  as  wachtmelster.  Each 

sk']iiM_T,  nn  ]iassinj]f  the  islnni;!,  was  to  lower  his 
tlag  in  acknowledgment  of  the  rights  of  the  patroon 
and  pay  a  tribute  of  five  sdveit.  This  caused  bit- 
ter but  bloodless  contention  for  a  time  between  the 
officers  of  the  patroon  and  of  the  West  India  Com- 
pany, 'lliis  company  denied  the  exclusive  claim  to 
the  navigation  of  the  river  aoade  Van  Rensselaer. 
The  fort  and  the  controversy  ceased  when  the  Eng- 
lish came  in  possession  in  1664.  Dim  history  tells 
us  of  iti  occupancy,  at  one  time^  by  a  few  Indian 
hunters  ;  at  another,  by  tfic  Coeymans  family  as  a 
defense  against  the  Indians;  at  another,  as  a 
quarantine  statioo  for  vemls  coming  up  from  New 
\'ork  Ci^ ;  at  another,  by  hunters  digging  for  the 
hidilen  treasure  of  Capt.  Kidd.  For  a  ffenoration 
past  it  has  been  a  favorite  resort  for  Sabbath-school 
and  other  picnic  csKonriooa.  For  this  puipoae  it 
IS  well  adapted  by  location,  neatnesa  and  fine 
accommodaiion& 

Other  ishmda  in  the  Hudson,  belonging  t<> 
Albany  County,  that  have  a  name,  beginning 
southerly  and  coming  up  the  river,  are  Shad  and 
and  Schermcrhom — the  latter  called  sometimes 
Neifisr— Wooden  and  Poplar,  opposite  Coeymans ; 
Sill's  or  Van  Woert,  Bear.  Beacon  or  Bisby,  Cab- 
bage or  Jolly,  Marsh  and  Bogart's,  opposite  Beih- 
Idiem;  Lower  Pstroon,  Patroon,  Cujler,  HQI- 
house  or  Glen,  and  Breaker,  opponte  Watcndiet. 
On  the  Mohawlc,  above  the  Coboes  Fall%  are 
Fonda  and  Cobble  islands. 

FlONDs. — The  ponds  or  lakes  of  the  oounty  are 
few  and  small.  In  Rensselaerville  are  two  small 
ponds,  dignified  by  the  name  of  Big  and  little 
Lake;  Werner's  Lake  in  Berne ;  Thompson's  in 

Berne  and  Knox  ;  Lnwson's  in  New  Scotland,  and 
Coejrmaiis.   Tivoh  Lake  is  one  of  the  sources  of 


the  walv  supply  of  Albany,  l}ing  in  what  is  now 
Watervliet.  at  the  north  of  the  dty.  Deer  Pond 
also  is  in  Watervliet 

The  lakes  Werner  and  Thompson,  on  dw  blUa, 
are  becoming  places  of  delij^tfid  resort  in  summer, 
for  which  ample  aooommodations  are  made. 

RiVFHs  The  notable  rivers  that  water  thecounty 
are  the  Hudson,  the  Mohawk,  the  Catskill,  the 
Schoharie  and  the  Normanskill.  To  these  all  other 
streams  are  tributar}-.  Indeed,  all  the  others  and 
their  supplies  find  tlveir  way  to  the  Atlantic  through 
the  Hudson. 

The  streams  in  the  county  take  the  arbitrary 

designation  of  river,  creek,  kill  or  brook.  The 
direct  tributaries  of  the  Hudson  are  Catskill, 
Coeymans,  Haana-Krois,  Vlamans,  Normans, 
Beaver,  Rutten,  Fo.\en,  Patroon,  Ralger,  Ceme- 
ter\',  Dry  and  Mohawk,  Those  of  the  Mohawk 
are  the  Schoharie,  Lisha's,  Town  and  Donkers. 
Of  the  GatsUII,  Eight-Mile,  Ten-Mik,  Scrub, 
Fox  and  Wilbur.  Of  the  .Schoharie,  Beaver 
Dam,  Foxen  and  Switz.  Of  Normanskill,  Vly 
or  Fly,  Bosen  or  Boza,  Monger,  Wildhause  and 
Krum.  Other  sub-tributaries  arc  the  Swart  or 
i  Black,  Oneskcthau,  Basic,  Hockatock,  Mill,  El- 
der, Spruyts,  Provost,  Stcinhook,  Pitchtaway, 
WoK  Fly,  Bethlehem  or  Mud,  and  several  smaller 
brooks.  The  Beaver  or  Buttermilk,  Rutten  and 
Foxen  Kills,  in  Albany,  are  used  now  mostly  for 
sewer  drainage. 

Moat  of  die  Btream.s  which  run  into  the  Hudson 
have  worn  deep  gullies  in  the  sand  and  clay.  Some 
of  these  are  a  hundred  feel  in  depUi  and  extend 
nearly  to  the  river  flats.   In  die  western  part  of 

the  county  the  streams  generally  llow  through 
narrow  ravines  bordered  by  steep  banks.  Most  of 
the  streams  are  very  rapid  and  subject  to  extremes^ 
rising  rapidly  during  a  powerful  rain  and  as  ra|lidty 
Htllina;.    The  spring  melting  of  the  winter  snows 

I fills  the  channels  J  the  summer  drought  reduces 
them  to  very  low  water.  There  are  a  few  natural 
;  falls  ii|>on  several  of  these  kills  or  creeks,  and 
iacilities  for  increasing  greatly  their  hydraulic 
power.  Vly  Kill  has  a  remaricable  caacade  of  60 
feet,  and  another  of  40  feet  is  in  the  Oncskethau. 
Bat,  except  at  the  mouth  of  the  Normanskill 
and  at  Cohoes,  on  the  Mohawk,  little  is  done 
with  the  water  power,  except  the  erection  of  a 
few  grain  and  s,a\v  mills  for  local  accommoda- 
tion. With  enterprise  and  money  they  might  be- 
oone  agents  in  adding  vastly  to  the  productive  in- 

ilustr\  of  ;he  connty.  As  contribiitinir  to  an  abun- 
I  dant  water  supply  for  man  and  beast,  irrigation  to 
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the  lands  and  diversity  to  OUT  loeiiery,  diejr  can- 
not be  too  highly  valued. 

HoMcm  Rtvtx.— In  many  res|Kcts  the  Hndaon 
is  one  of  the  most  important  and  interesting  rivers 
in  the  wipild.  It  was  first  made  l<iu>\vn  to  the 
civilized  world  by  Henry  Hudson,  in  i6oy,  he  hav- 
ing entered  it  aiid  proceeded  by  ahip  and  boat, 
probably  nearly  to  the  mouth  of  tht.-  Mohawk,  and 
s(>ent  most  of  the  month  of  September,  in  that  year, 
upon  its  watcn.  From  ita  sources  in  Eaaex  and 
Hamilton  counties,  among  our  northern  moun- 
tains, to  its  mouth  at  Sandy  Hook,  its  lenf,th  is 
about  315  miles.  Its  head  branches  are  the  small 
streams  of  Adirondack,  Boreas,  Indian,  Schroon, 

ant!  the  lurfrer  Sacandasia.  Its  eastern  tri!)utaries, 
besides  many  smaller  streams,  are  tlie  Baitenkill, 
Hooaac,  Kiaderhook,  Gaverack,  Roeliff  Jansen, 
Wappinger,  Fishkill  and  C  roton;  itsvestem,  the 
Mohawk,  Normanskill,  Caukill,  Esopos,  Rondout 
and  Murdeicr's,  and  nnmerona  other  little  creeks 
and  brooks.  While  these  streams  increase  the  vol- 
ume of  the  maje-vlic  river,  ilic  alluvion  which  (hcv 
carry  down  form  obstructions  to  navigation  in  the 
.diape  ofbais  and  flatt  of  land  and  deposits  of  mud, 
especially  fur  some  thirty  miles  below-  the  sprouts 
of  the  Mohawk.  The  most  remarkable  of  these  : 
are  the  OreralBagfa  and  Winners  bar,  in  this  county,  | 
opposite  Bethldiem.  Many  devices,  nmch  labor, 
and  heavj"  expense  have  been  cmploved  for  their 
removal,  with  only  temporary  success.  As  long  as 
vater  runs  the  dilBculty  trill  remain,  although 
money  and  toil  lessen  it.  The  destruction  of  the 
northern  forests,  unless  speedily  arrested,  must 
sensibly  lessen  the  trater  supply  of  this  noble 
stream,  impairing  its  navigation  and  damaging 
every  interest  in  every  city  and  town  upon  its 
borders. 

Among  the  names  known  to  have  been  given 
this  river  are  Cohatatea,  by  the  Iroquois  ;  Maha- 
ganeghtuc  and  Shatcmuc,  by  the  Mohegans ;  Great 
River,  by  Hudson  and  his  crew ;  River  of  the 
Mountain;  North  River,  to  distinguish  it  from 
the  Delaware,  called  South  River  by  the  early 
Dutch;  also,  Mauritius  or  Maurice,  in  honor  of 
Prince  Maurice  of  Netherlands :  Manhattes  ;  and 
Hudson,  given  very  appropriately  by  the  earlv 
English,  and  readily  adopted  by  all  people. 

BakeiVand  Glen's  Falli^  in  the  upper  part,  are 
the  only  rapids  of  note.  The  course  of  the  stream 
is  southerly,  with  only  slight  corves,  and  its  surface 
is  generally  smooA.  The  elevation  above  fhe  sea 
at  Albanj  is  only  17^  feet.*  The  ddal  influence  is 

*1Im  mi  ar  4m  itrcr  km  Mhmr  «•  H«w  Y«rit  b  a  lied*  onr 
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noticed  at  Albany,  although  the  tide  proper  can 
hardly  be  said  to  flow  so  fitr.  The  mean  tide  here 
is  s.46  above  that  at  Govenm^sUaiid.  Theriver, 
in  &ict,  is  an  estuary  or  long  arm  of  the  sea,  as  &tr 
up  as  the  Mohawk.  The  narrows  at  the  High- 
lands, 53  miles  from  New  Vork  City,  making  a 
pass  of  about  16  miles,  present  scenery  picturesque, 
grand  and  exciting.  A  steamboat  ride  the  whole 
length  of  its  navigable  channel  pressnu  a  conlinu- 
ons  scene  of  snipaaaing  beau^  and  snblimi^.  It 
is  the  classic  river  of  our  young  countrj',  conae- 
crated  by  the  &scinating  pages  of  Irving,  Paulding, 
Cooper,  and  Lossing,  the  fine  touches  of  -the 
Harts,  Cole  and  other  artists,  and  the  vene  of 
many  a  local  poet.  Its  waters  and  its  banks  are 
associated  with  some  of  the  most  interesting  events 
of  our  history,  connected  with  our  early  discoveries 
and  settlements,  the  arts  of  peace  and  the  arts  of 
war.  Eminent  achoiars,  writer^  philanthropists 
and  patriots  Iwvb  dwdt  near  iti  shorea,  now  conse- 
crated by  their  monuments  and  the  memories  of 
their  deed-. 

Chancellor  Robert  K.  Livingston,  in  1 797,  assisted 
by  Niabet,  an  Englishman,  espeiimented  hi  build- 
iiiL^  n  steamboat  to  navitjate  the  Hudson.  He  was 
ridiculed  as  a  \'isionary  humbug  when  he  applied, 
in  1798,  for  Lrgislative  aid,  but  fiuled  in  his  object 
w  hen  he  could  not  na\'igatB  fail  boat  of  30  ions,  four 
miles  per  hour.  It  was  upon  the  Hudst  n  that 
Robert  Fulton,  encouraged  by  Livingston,  though 
ridiculed  by  many,  first  phced  his  steamer,  die 
Clermont.  September  4.  1S07,  at  7  a,  m.,  he  left 
New  York  for  Albany,  which  he  reached  the  next 
day  at  about  1 1  p.  h.  This  was  the  beginning  of 
steamboat  navigation  on  die  Hudson. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Hudson  dwelt  Henry  and 
Morse,  Inventors  of  die  telegraph.  Here  is  New- 
burgh,  once  the  headquarters  of  Washington  ;  and 
here  West  Point,  pregnant  with  thrilling  historic 
events,  where  repose  the  dust  of  Kosciusko,  Win- 
field  Scott,  and  many  others  of  oar  nation's  patrioia. 

Here  is  the  school-house  of  our  arm\  ofRctTs  At 
every  step  along  its  shores,  tlie  traveler — be  be 
scholar,  student  of  history,  artist,  poet,  lover  of 
his  country,  lover  of  arts,  or  lover  of  natUKB—finds 
something  to  instruct,  delight  and  inspire. 

Pleasant  villages  and  flourishing  cities  charm  the 
traveler  sailing  down  the  stream  to  New  York, 
which  owes  much  of  its  marvelous  commercial 
prosperity  to  the  river  which,  for  many  years,  was 
almost  its  only  diannel  tor  bringing  into  its  maita 
the  rich  products  of  the  North  and  the  West 
through  the  Champlain  and  llrie  Canals.  And  it 
may  as  truly  be  said  of  Albany  and  Troy,  that  they 
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arc  the  gift  of  tiic  Hudson,  as  it  was  said  by  them 
of  old,  that  E^Tpt  was  die  gift  of  the  Nile   Of  the 

commercial  and  economical  relations  of  Albany 
county  to  this  river  the  reader  will  see  in  other 
parts  of  this  history. 

Maude,  traveling  liere  in  1800,  writes:  "The 

Hudson  is  one  of  the  fino^t  rivers  in  America,  and 
superior  to  them  all  in  romantic  and  sublime  seen- 
eijr.- 

Says  Charles  Hadnj^ln  1858 :  *'  I  found  abun- 
dant reason  to  agree  with  the  most  enthusiastic  ol 
Americanii  tiiat  no  river  in  Europe,  unle^  it  be 
the  Qjrde  surpaaMt  the  HadMon  in  natural  beaa^, 
and  that  the  Rliine  itself,  deprived  of  its  ruined 
castles,  could  not  stand  a  comparison  with  this 
splendid  stnan." 

The  opening  and  ckMingof  the  ntvigatioti  of  the 

Hudsnn  River  at  Albany  each  year,  so  far  as  the 
dates  can  b<:  found,  is  here  tabulated  from  the  best 
aothoritiei. 


Qttid. 


•645 
1786.. 

1788.. 
1789. 

I79'.. 
»79».. 
*7»-. 
«7».. 


One*. 

 Nov.  24. 


Ofaud. 


•  Mar.  23. 


.Feb.  J,  Dec.  S  Mar.  27 

•  L)ec.  8. ,a»,., ...  Mar.  i^, 

.Dtc.  IS  Mar.  6. 

.Dm.  «6  Mar.  17. 

.Jan.  n    


•795  Jm-  m    

1796  Nov.  28    

1797  Nov.  36  ._ 

1798  Not.  ti  — . 

1799       

1800  Jan.  6   _ 

'*»!  Jan.  3  Feb.  28. 

 FAw  3,  Die.  t6  _ 

1803      _ 

»8»»  Jan.  ts.  Dm.  13  Apr.  6. 

•*>S       

'•o*  Jan.  9  Feb.  20. 

"807  Dec.  II  Apr.  8. 

 J«n-4  Mar.  la 

1809  Dee.  9   

1810.. ...... ..Jan.  19,  Dec.  14  

18"  Dec.  2o    

1812  Dec  21   

'8'3  Dec.aa  Mar.  la, 

«8i4  Dec  10   

»8i5  Decs    

t8l«  Dee.  iC    

I817  Pec.  7  Apr  3. 

 I^ci4  Mar.  25. 

•*'9  Dec  13  „  Apr.  3. 

»*»  Nor.  13  uu.  as. 

 »»c  13  -  Mar.  15. 

 Mar.  15. 


itas  ....Dee.  i<  Ibr.  84. 

i8a4  Jan.  5  .Mar.  3. 

itui  Dec.  13  Mar.  6b 

iM.  Dec.  13  FA.  3$. 

ilaf..  Nov.  as  Ibr.  aa 

181S  Dec  33  Fdt.  8. 

1829  Jan.  14  Apr.  I. 

1830  Dec.  25  Mar.  15. 

1831  Dec.6  ...Mar.  15. 

1^  Die  SI  Mar.  as. 

1833  Dec  13  Ifiur.  «i. 

1834  Dec.  IS  Feb.  25. 

1835  Nov.  30  Mar.  25. 

1836   Dec.  7  Apr.  4. 

1837  Dec  14  Mar.  27. 

183^*  .*•'■•  *  ..Nor.  as*  •  •....».«•**..  .Sfar.  19. 

1839  Nov.  18  Mar.  S5. 

1840  Nov.  5  Ftb.  S5. 

1S4I  Nov.  19  ,  Mar.  24. 

184a  Nov.  28  Feb.  4. 

1843  Dec.  10  Apr.  13. 

1844  Dec  17  Mar.  18. 

1845  Dae.  3  Felt.  H- 

1846  Dec.  14......  .....Mar.  18. 

1847  Dec.  25  Apr.  7. 

1848  Dec.  27  Mar.  as. 

ia«9  Dec  a6  Mar.  19^ 

1890  Dec  17  ...Mar.  ta 

1S51  Dec.  14  Fell.  25. 

1852  Dec  23  Mar.  2S. 

1853  Dec.  21......  Mar.  23. 

1854  Dec  8  Mar.  17. 

1855  Dee.  so.  Htu.  Vf. 

1856  Dec.  14  Apr.  II. 

1857  rtct.  27  Feb.  27. 

1858  Dec.  17  Mar.  ao. 

1859  Dec.  10  .Mar.  13. 

1860...  Dec  14.  Mar.  & 

1861  Dec  23  Mar.  5. 

1862  Dec.  19  Apr.  4. 

1863  Dec  II.....  Apr.  3. 

1864  Dec.  11  Mar.  11. 

l86s  Dbc.  16  Mar.  as. 

i8fi6  Dm.  15  Mar.  so. 

1867  Dee.  8  Ifar.  a6. 

1S6S  Dec.  s  Mar.  24. 

I869  Dec.  9  Apr.  S- 

1870  I>ec.  17  Mar.  31. 

(871  Nov.  ay  Mar.  ta. 

187a  Dec.  9  .........Apr.  7. 

1873  Nov.  22  Apr.  16. 

1874  Dec.  13  Mar.  19. 

1875  Nov.  29  ......Apr.  13. 

1876  ..Dec  a  kgf,  1. 

1877  Dee.  3t  Mar.  30. 

1878  Dec  20  Mar.  14. 

1879  I>cc.  20  Apr.  4. 

1880   Nov.  25  Mar.  5. 

tfl8l« sJad*  2« •••■•»••■«•••••  aMur* Slo 

i88s  Dbc  4  Mia;  In 

1883  Dec.  15  Mar.  29. 

1884. . .      Mar.  27. 

 —   — 
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GEOLOGY. 
The  geology  of  the  ooanty  ia  induded  in  the 

"  HeldcrCcrg  Division,"  helongini,'  to  tlic  upper 
Silurian  s)'stem,  and  comprising  nearly  ail  the 
rods  of  the  "New  Yoik  system,"  from  die 
Utka  slate  to  the  comiferous  limestone.  It  em- 
braces rocks  varied  in  minoraloLnci!  character, 
chemical  composition,  and  abounding  in  tussil 
lemaiiuL  It  contains  subordinate  beds  of  cbiy  and 
silicious  grits.  In  consequence  of  these  rocks 
being  so  well  developed  in  the  Heldcrbeig  hills, 
forming  a  natural  group,  the  term  <iS  "Hdder' 
ber^,'  Division"  is  used  to  designate  them. 

The  limestone  in  which  the  fossils  occur  is 
usually  a  gray,  but  in  some  places  a  reddish 
ciystalline  ston&  The  foaiila  are  a  crystalline 
carbonate  of  lime,  and  are  so  numerous  that  they 
attract  the  attention  of  the  observer  when  traveling 
along  the  road. 

The  Delthyn's  shaly  limestone  is  one  of  the 
thickest  and  most  extensive  members  of  the 
Helderberg  Division.  This  rode  is  wdt  devdoped 
and  is  frequently  qoanied  as  a  building  stone. 
The  stone  fences  and  roadsides  often  e.xhibit 
the  remains  of  ancient  life.  This  is  well  exposed 
on  the  road  from  New  Salem  to  CUrfcaville;  The 
mkkBe  subdni'si'on  is  a  slaty  limestone,  and  contains 
fossils  of  many  \'arietics  washed  clean  by  tlie  rains 
and  ready  fof  die  collector.  These  again  are  nu- 
merous in  the  vidni^  of  OarlEsville  and  near 
New  Salem. 

The  Itnuer  sMaitioH  is  a  mass  of  slaty-argillo- 
silidona  limestone,  and  may  be  seen  one  mile 
north  and  northwest  of  Clarksville. 

The  Onondaga  limestone  and  Schoharie  grit  are, 
also,  found  about  OaiksviHe,  and  contain  many 
fossils.  The  argillaceous  and  shaty  loidkz  are  nu- 
merous on  the  summits  of  hills. 

The  lowest  rock  ia  die  Utica  slate  cropping  out 
on  the  Hudson,  Normans  Kill  and  Mohawk. 

Above  this  are  the  graywackes  and  shales  of  the 
Hudson  River  group,  which  apt>ear  in  the  valleys 
of  many  streams,  and  apparently  underlie  a  part  of 
the  county. 

The  rocks  of  the  £rie  division  occupy  in  the 
aggregatea  thickness  of  several  hundred,  probably 
two  thousand  feet  The  division  that  is  worked 
for  economical  purposes  is  a  strata  of  flagging 
stone  wtuch  is  from  seven  hundred  to  one  thou- 
sand feet  above  the  Helderberg  limestone  series. 

This  stone  is  extensively  quarried  for  flagging 
and  building  purposes  in  the  southeast  part  of 
Bema  and  in  Goeymans.  The  ted  rocks  which 
fom  the  base  of  the  Helderbei]gs^  probably  be- 


long to  the  Medina  sandstone  series,  sometimes 
confounded  with  ibe  red  dudes  of  tbe  Onondaga 

salt  group.  Next  in  order  ab-ne  this,  and  forming 
the  first  terrace  of  tbe  mountains,  is  the  water  line 
group,  from  50  to  too  feet  fhick,  and  furnishing 
both  water  and  quicklimet.  Next  in  order  is  the 
peniamerus  limestone,  50  feet  in  tliitkness,  of  im- 
pure gray  and  black  limestone,  mixed  with  slate 
and  shale,  wdl  developed  in  Berne  and  Bethlehem. 

Overl^-ing  this  is  the  Ctttskill  limrshnr,  from  50  to 
180  Icct  in  thickness,  consisting  of  thick  com- 
pact masses  of  limestone^  altematiug  wifli  thin 
la>  crs  of  shale.  Thi%  also^  is  used  for  building 
purposes  and  lime. 

The  Orishany  sandstone  next  appears  in  a  stra- 
tum two  feet  thick,  well  exposed  in  Berne,  Knox 
and  IVtlileliem,  followeil  by  the  (.iin/<t-g,illi  grit, 
from  50  to  60  feet  thick.  This  last  has  a  hue  grit 
and  resembles  black  or  gray  dates,  but  crumbles 
ujK»n  exposure  to  tlie  air.  The  OitotuliSgit  ami 
coniferous  limestones  next  appear,  tbe  latter  form- 
ing the  summits  of  mountains.  These  rocks 
furnish  excellent  building  material,  and  a  superior 
quality  of  linie.  Above  the  rocks,  in  the  east  part 
of  the  county,  arc  deposits  of  drift,  consisting  of 
sand,  gravd  and  clay.  The  high  lands  west  of  the 
Citv  of  .\Ibany  are  c  iMTi-il  1.1  the  depth  of  f(  )rty  feet 
with  sand,  which  rest  u}M>n  a  bed  ul  clay  estimated 
to  be  one  hundred  feet  deep.  These  clay  beds 
extend  into  several  of  the  adjoining  t<i\vnshi])s. 
In  this  drift  are  sometimes  found  beds  of  bog  ore, 
chalybeate  and  sulphureted  springs.  In  the  lime- 
stone r^iiMS  are  caves,  sink-holes  and  subter- 
ranean water-courses. 

Clay  forms  the  subsoil,  or  exists  at  a  great 
depth  below  die  gravel  and  sand  beds  which  Ibnn 
the  plains  and  elevations. 

There  are  two  kinds,  the  blue  and  the  gray. 
Thej  are  almost  unifonn  by  associadon,  the  blue 
lying  below  the  gray.  These  clays  may  be  used 
to  improve  the  soil,  for  the  mannfitcture  and  glaz- 
ing of  stone  ware,  and  for  brick  and  tile,  of  which 
many  millioins  ate  made  at  Albany. 

The  geological  formations  of  All>any  County  are 
given  by  J.  G.  Gebhard  as  follows  : 

Hamilton,  Maroellus,  Comifbrons,  Onondaga, 
Schoharie  grit,  Cauda-galH  grit,  Oriskany  sand- 
stone, Upper  Pentamenis,  Delthyn's  shale,  Penta- 
merus  Galeatus,  Tentaculite,  Water  limestone,  Co- 
raline,  Pyritous  slate,  Hudson  River  sandstone. 

The  fi)llowiiii.',  ahridged  from  the  pen  of  Henry 
R.  Schoolcraft,  a  native  of  this  county,  in  regard 
to  its  geology,  is  wordiy  a  plaoe  here. 

The  most  prominent  fieatture  of  the  county  is  die 
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maruRy  of  the  coumt  of  albaxk 


range  of  the  Heldcrbcrgs,  an  offshoot  of  the  Cats- 
kill  Mountains.  'Iliis  hi^'hest  range  divides  the 
county  into  iwc  general  levels  of  unequal  widtli, 
ciuuactnufld  u  being  «i0fy  or  Mbw  that  devadoo. 
The  lower  le\  el  is  distinguiabed  for  it!  diluvial  and 
driA  deposits  of  arable  iiytn,  clayB,  auids,  anal- 
ogic pebbles  and  bonlden.  The  rock  strata,  as 
generally  denoted  bj  geologists,  and  more  parti- 
cularly described  by  Prof.  James  Hall,  are.  l)egin- 
ning  at  the  apex  of  the  Hcldcrberg,  chertx  lime- 
itone,  neutral  colored  landstcHiea,  foesiliferous 
litT'.istone,  gra)M;Hke,  sedimentary,  horinHltal 
slate,  or  graywackc  slate  and  argiliie. 

Tlie  Gty  of  Albany  rests  upoo  die  edges  and 
top  of  the  icrraccous  blue  clays,  and  dieir  asso- 
ciated sand  strata.  This  terraceous  clay  is  covered 
with  a  mantle  or  plateau  of  diluvial  sand,  which 
extends  northwestwardly  from  tbe  Hudson  to  tbe 

Valley  of  the  Mohawk. 

This  mantle  of  sand  rests,  tluroughout  its  entire 
extent,  upon  the  temoeoos  blue  capitoline  clay. 

Rains  and  atmospheric  mi)i.sHiro  speedily  sink 
through  it,  until  arrested  by  its  imper\ious  alumin- 
ous basis,  by  which  it  finds  an  outlet  on  tbe  sur- 
fiure  of  these  cla)-  beds  into  the  nearest  streams. 

It  is  by  the  union  of  several  of  the  outlets  of 
these  spring  gorges  of  the  pine  plains,  liiai  the 
Honger  KUl  is  formed.  Smalt  in  its  volume,  it 
flows  with  sufficient  forte  to  sink  its  channel 
through  the  deep  clay  stratum,  and  enter  its  recip- 
ient, the  Nonnans  Kill,  throi^  the  boulder  and 
pebble  drift.  Feeble  as  the  action  of  the  stream  is, 
it  has  been  sufficient  to  reveal  a  formation  of  red 
sandstone,  which,  a|)parently,  underlies  the  tmder 
Hdderberg  series  of  graywacke  and  slates,  and  the 
u/>/^'r  series  of  fossiliferous  limestone,  and  its  su- 
perimposed porous  and  marly  horizontal  new 
sandstones. 

This  disclosure  was  made  in  a  depressed  part  of 
the  Honger  Kill  Yallqr.  Tbe  rock,  in  colors  and 
grain,  resembles  the  Piedmont  or  Haveretraw  sand- 
stones of  the  lower  Hudson.  The  l.  K  .ilities  of 
these  observations  are  at  the  now  ikiauil  manu- 
fiicturing  village  of  Hamilton,  within  about  a  mile 
from  the  entrance  of  tbe  stream  faito  the  Normans 
Kill.  Tlie  deepest  cutting  into  the  geolo^ca!  col- 
umn of  the  county  is  made  by  this  Tawasentha. 
This  stream  m  iu  western  fork,  the  Boaen  Kill, 
originates  on  the  Helderberg  range.  In  passing 
through  the  series  of  newer  sandstones,  lime- 
stones and  graywackes,  it  lays  bare  tlic  succession 
of  rocks^  and  hurries  with  a  rapid  channel  to  its 
junction  with  the  Black  Creek  and  the  Ticrpica,  or 
northeast  branch.    Reinforced  by  these  tributaries, 


i  it  sweeps  its  way  through  dw  alluvial  coverings  to 
the  Hudson.     In  its  prof,'rcss  it  sinks  its  level 

1  quite  tlirough  the  graywackes  and  deeply  into  tlie 

I  Tawasentha  slate.  At  tbe  rapids,  in  passing 
through  Guildcrlantl,  this  rock  stands  in  i»erpcn- 
dicular  facades,  from  bo  to  nearly  iso  feet  high. 
The  stream  finally  enters  tbe  Hudson,  two  miles 
south  of  the  City  of  Albany,  near  the  ancient  Iro- 
quois cemetery  of  Tawasentha. 

The  cuttings  of  the  Normans  Kill  and  the  cou- 
structioo  of  Esilraads  reveal  the  Hamilton  group  at 
these  points. 

Soil. — ^The  soil  of  any  territory  in  its  primidtre 
state,  before  the  hand  of  cuhivation  has  tnnsfonned 
it,  is  determined  by  its  geol<^«  vegetation,  mois- 
ture and  temperature. 

i  The  soil  upon  the  intervals  is  a  rich  alluvial 
loam,  used  largely  for  garden  purposes.   In  Water- 

1  vliet,  .\lbany,  and  the  eastern  parts  of  Guildcrland 

I and  Bethlehem,  it  consists  laqjely  of  sand,  with 
Strips  ofclayalong  the  banks  of  the  streama  This 

'  combination  >  .f  .soil  is  well  .idapted  for  the  growth 
of  some  grains  and  grass .  Tbe  belt  of  land  lying 
between  the  sandy  region  and  the  foot  of  the  Hel- 
derbeigs  is  (  rincipally  a  clay  and  gravelly  loam, 

'  receiving  the  drainajje  from  the  limestone  hills, 

Iwiiich  renders  the  soil  very  productive.  Upon  the 
HelderbeigB  the  soil  is  colder,  consisting  alter- 
nate layers  of  clay,  slate  and  gravel,  with  a  snlisoil 
of  tenacious  clay  or  bardpan.  Some  portions  are 
stony,  wet  and  cold.  These  are  not  very  produc- 
tive. Some  of  these  lands  are  favorable  for  grazing. 

On  tbe  Mohawk  the  land  is  uneven  and  natur- 
ally sterile.  Most  of  the  soil  in  the  county  is  sus- 
cq>dble  of  culture,  and  has  within  its  limits  the 
material  needed  to  make  it  productive.  The  fiicts 
relating  to  its  husbandry  and  productions  will  up- 
pear  under  the  head  of  Agriculture. 

MINERALOGY. 

Among  the  minerals  of  the  county,  as  given 
by  Mather  and  Beck,  are  bog  iron  ore  in  a  few 
localities ;  snowy  gypsum  along  the  Heldcrbcrgs 
and  in  Coej-mans ;  marl  beds  of  some  extent  in 
Bethlehem  and  Coeymans;  calcareous  spar  on 
the  banks  of  the  Normans  Kill,  in  a  cavern  a 
few  miles  from  Albany,  also  in  the  town  of 
Kuox  and  in  the  McCullongfa  quanies  of  New 
Scotland.  F.psom  salts  have  l>een  found  in  small 
quantities  in  the  form  of  efflorescences  in  Coey- 
mans, on  the  east  fitce  of  the  Helderbeig,  and  in 
the  townships  of  Bcthlebem  and  Guilderland. 
Rock  and  quarts  crystals  are  picked  up  in  several 
i  localities.    These  minerals  are  of  very  little  value ; 
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'but  the  eoanty  is  rich  in  geological  fennatiooa, 

as  appears  elsewhere. 

The  mineral  springs  of  the  county  comprise  the 
fbUowfng:  Acidulous,  saline,  chalTbeate  waters, 
near  Boyd's  brewery,  Albany,  were  found  in  a  slate 
strata  after  buriiii;  305  feet  below  tide  ;  another 
suipiiurous  spring  was  found  by  boring  100  feet ; 
also  a  caitrareted  gas  spring— both  in  the  same 
vicinity.  Sulphurous  springs  have  been  found  at 
Wendell's  Hollow,  near  the  city ;  at  Coeyman's 
Landinfr;  near  McKown'i,  in  Goilderland;  in 
Waterviiet,  near  Van  Rcnssdaer's,  and  in  Rensse- 
laerville.  White  sulphur  springfs  exist  in  Berne, 
and  on  the  farm  of  Jame:>  Hendrick,  in  New  Scot- 
land The  mineral  springs  issue  from  the  slate 
rocks  of  the  Hudson  group.  The  white  sulphur  ' 
springs  especially  are  visited  by  invalids.  1 

FALKONIULOCV. 

The  Cohoes  nmtodon  is  the  most  remarkable 
of  the  andent  fossils  in  this  county.  The  fol- 
lowing notes  in  regard  to  it  are  taken  from  the 
"Notes  and  Observations"  of  Dr.  [ames  Hall, 
our  citizen  geologist,  whose  lame  in  the  helds  of 
science  makes  him  a  citisen  of  the  world  of  | 

scholar-  :  , 

In  the  month  of  September,  1866,  the  workmen 
engaged  in  excavations  Ibr  die  foundations  of  a 
new  mill  to  be  erected  by  the  "  Harmony  Mills 
Company  of  Cohoes,  N.  Y.,"  discovered  the  lower 
jaw  of  a  mastodon,  with  a  single  foot  bone,  resting 
upon  a  projectira  of  rocks  between  two  depres- 
sions or  coin  ave  walls  of  small  pi")t-holes,  in  the 
margin  of  what  afterwards  proved  to  be  a  large  pot- 
hole. 

At  this  time  the  excavation  had  been  carried  on 
to  the  depth  of  about  twenty-five  feet  from  the 
original  sorftce. 

The  discoveiy  of  a  jaw  with  a  single  bone  in 
such  a  position  naturally  led  t*>  the  inference"  that  1 
the  other  parts  of  the  skeleton  would  be  found  at 
the  bottom  of  die  pot-hole,  could  it  ever  be 

reachcil.  and  the  pritcrfess  of  the  excavation  was 
watched  with  great  interest.    In  the  bottom  of  this 
cavitjr,  lying  upon  a  bed  erf"  clay,  broken  slate, 
gravel  and  water-worn   pebbles,   and  covered 
with  river  ooze  and  vegetable  soil,  lay  the  principal 
parts  of  the  mastodon  skeleton.    The  first  parts 
uncovered  were  the  bones  of  the  hind  legs,  with  a  | 
portion  of  the  pelvis.    The  Iicad,  with  tusks  un-  ' 
broken  and  undisturbed,  was  directed  to  the  cast-  | 
ward  and  partially  inclined  against  the  doping 
walls.    l"he  vcrtcbnr,  with  exceptions,  the  ribs  in 
part,  one  fore  limb  and  scapula  followed,  the  pos* 


terior  parts  lying  more  to  the  westward  and  sooth- 

wcstward,  but  all  in  juxtaposition.  The  absence 
of  the  lower  and  some  of  the  larger  limb  bones 
was  obvious,  and  but  for  tftese  we  might  bnw  rap- 
posed  that  the  entire  skeleton  had  been  drifted  in> 
to  this  pot-hole  and  covered  with  river  ooze  and 
peaty  soil.  On  further  e.\amination  other  bones 
were  discovered  tliirty  or  forty  leet  distant,  and  at 
a  somewhat  lower  level  tlian  the  main  part  of  the 
skeleton,  but  still  above  the  gravel.  Expecting  to 
find  some,  at  least,  of  the  remaining  bone%  effoiii 
were  made  to  remove  all  the  pCaty  earth  and  looae 
materials,  but  this  was  not  fully  accomplished. 

At  a  later  date,  some  time  in  February,  1867, 
during  excavations  upon  another  part  of  the 
ground  outside  of  the  mill,  a  small  pot-hole  was 
opened  in  which  were  found  bones  of  the  right  fore 
1^  and  fbot  This  point  is  more  than  sbrty  feet  to 
the  southwest  of  the  place  where  the  principal 
bones  of  the  skeleton  were  found,  and  at  least 
twenty  feet  higher. 

All  the  parts  of  the  dcdelon  found  at  the  differ- 
ent points  desifnateil  were  presented  to  the  State 
L"abinet  of  Natural  liistorj'  by  Allred  Wild,  Esq., 
Fkesideot  of  the  Harmoiqr  Mills  Coropanf,  and 
have  been  mounted  in  their  jiroper  position.  The 
missing  bones  were  modeled  from  opposite  cor- 
responding parts  or  from  adjacent  ones,  and  alteiw 
wards  cast  in  plastcr-of-Paris.  In  some  instance! 
recourse  was  had  to  the  Warren  mastodon  skele- 
ton, of  wliich  careful  examinations  and  comparisons 
were  made. 

In  the  following  spring  and  summer  a  careful 
survey  of  the  Cohoes  Falls  and  the  surrounding 
coontry  was  made,  mainly  with  a  view  of  deter- 
mining the  relations  of  the  pot-holes,  in  which  the 
mastodon  remains  were  found,  to  those  of  the  river 
bed  and  adjacent  valley.  From  this  survey  it  was 
clearly  ascertained  that  the  laig<e  and  deep  pot-holes 
were  entirely  outside  the  present  river  channel  ; 
that  all  the  pot-holes  existing  within  limits  over- 
ttoved  by  the  present  Iff ohawk  River  are  shallow 

basins.  Wc  therefore  began  to  distinguish  them 
as  ancient  and  modern,  and,  with  few  exceptions^ 
above  the  fidls  all  those  of  the  river  bed  seem  to  be 
of  modem  origin. 

We  have,  by  these  observations,  determined  that 
the  water  of  the  present  river,  neither  above,  below 
nor  at  the  falls,  produces  pot-holes  of  the  character 
of  those  in  which  the  imst.idon  bones  were  found. 

In  the  bottom  of  all  the  ancient  pot-holes  there 
is  a  considerable  space  occupied  by  gnvel  and 

pebbles,  which  are  chiefly  or  almost  wholly  of  hard 
quaruite,  a  partially  metamorphic  condition  of  the 
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Potsdam  sandstone.  Turning  to  the  northward, 
we  find  large  exposures  of  the  sandstone  or  quartz- 
ita^  from  vUdi  these  pebbles  might  have  been  de- 
rived, had  t]iere  been  the  means  of  traniiKifting: 


The  breaking  down  of  diese  rocks,  and  the 

transport  is  usually  attributed  to  the  action  of  ice, 
and  the  rounding  of  these  into  pebbles  is  due  to 
the  action  of  water.  The  agency  which  trans- 
ported the  quaru  pebbles  of  the  Mohawk  valley 
was  doubtless  the  .same  as  that  which  transported 
the  remains  of  the  mastodon  found  in  the  pot-boles 
at  Cohoes.  I  do  not  believe  that  any  of  tlie  mas- 
toclon  remains  which  \vc  find  are  of  animals  that 
wandered  into  swamps  or  sought  their  food  in  such 
localitiea^  and  ttras  became  mked. 

Returning  to  the  considemtion  of  die  geo- 
graphical and  geological  surroundings  of  the 
Cohocs  mastodon,  wc  hnd  the  following  condi- 
tions :  The  Mohawk  River,  having  an  eastoriy  diieo- 
tion,  makes  a  bend  toward  the  northward  after 
leaving  ijcbenectady ;  at  Crescent  it  turns  abruptly 
to  the  southeast,  uniting  with  the  Hudson  River 
bdow  Waterford,  and  at  a  point  ten  miles  above 
Albany.  The  Cohoes  Falls  is  on  the  Mohawk, 
about  one  mile  above  its  junction  with  the  Hudson 
River.  The  area  to  the  southward  is  covered  by 
drift  and  cstuarv  deposits  in  the  order  of  boulder- 
clay  and  gravel  below,  above  which  is  an  evenly 
stiatified  clay,  graduating  into  a  loam,  and  finally 
to  a  line  yellow  sand,  whii  h  covers  much  of  the 
.  between  Albany  and  Schenectady. 
The  relation  of  the  clay  and  gravel  are  often 
in  exc  avations  ;  they  are  often  found  resting 
upon  a  boulder-clay,  or  a  mixture  of  clay  and 
gravel,  the  whole  covering  an  extremely  uneven 
snifaoe  of  slate  rock,  as  is  often  seen  along  the 
Hudson  and  at  a  lew  pohMs  along  the  Normans 
KUl. 

Throqgliont  all  parts  of  dieiiver  bed  and  dian- 
nel  we  seardi  in  vain  for  evidence  of  pot-holes  of 
the  character  of  those  descril)cd  as  containing  lob- 
bies of  quartzite,  and  in  which  the  remains  of  the 
mastodon  were  found.  These  ancient  pot-holes 
are  of  all  dimcn«ions,  from  one  ibot  tO  fifty  feet  in 
depth  and  diameter. 

The  pot-holes  of  the  river  bed  exhibit  all  stsges 
of  Ibimation  and  obliteration.  The  shales  of  the 
Hudson  River  Group  present  everywhere  a  surface 
quite  rough  in  dcuil,  though  even  and  regular  in 
its  general  feauires.  An  insensible  gradation  may 
be  seen  above  the  <  n--'  of  the  r;il!.  U'<m  irregular 
hollows,  bounded  by  sharp  fractures  of  slate,  to 
deep,  rounded,  smoothed  pot-holes.   Upon  the 


plateau  below  ihc  fall  the  few  remaining  pot-holes 
are  hllud  nearly  to  the  brim  by  gravel  and  mud. 
The  typical  form  of  these  potholes  is  a  cylinder, 
with  rounded  bottom  and  rounded  brim.  The 
type  is  modified  by  the  enlargement  of  the  moutli, 
by  expansions  and  oonstrictioiis  in  the  shaft,  and 
other  irregularitiea  The  interior  surfaces  are 
rounded,  smoothed  and  even  polished,  especially 
at  the  bottom.  In  my  examination  I  saw  nothing 
to  controvert  the  theory  that  they  were  fixmad  by 
the  grinding  action  of  stones  moved  by  water. 

The  rock  over  which  the  Mohawk  Hows,  from 
the  Colioes  Compai^s  dam  to  the  Hudson,  is  of 

very  uniform  character. 

Excavation  has  revealed  in  Cohoes  and  vicinity 
a  number  of  pot-holes  found  anterior  to  the  pres- 
ent gorge  of  the  Mohawk.  The  preat  diflference 
between  the  pot-holes  of  the  shore  and  of  the  river 
bed  appears  to  be  that  of  size.  Half  of  those  dit- 
covered  on  the  eastern  riiore  outrank  the  largest  of 

the  modern.  The  maiiti  idon  pot-hole  was  probed 
to  a  depth  greater  than  the  river  bed  can  show. 
The  gmvd  from  die  andent  pottles  is  all  well 
rounded,  while  the  modem  ones  contain  manj 
boulders  that  are  but  partly  so. 

The  water  makes  no  clear  leap  in  Cohoes  Falls  ; 
for  a  distance  of  400  feet  the  descent  is  14  feat  on 
a  gradual  plane,  and  from  the  crest  to  the  base,  on 
a  curved  slope,  57  feet.  Above  Cohocs  town  the 
bed  rock  of  the  west  shofe  is,  to  a  large  extent, 
hidden  by  the  hills  of  drift  and  a  terrace  of  clay. 
On  the  east  side,  an  area  nearly  a  mile  broad  and 
two  miles  long  shows  the  bed  rock,  covered  by  a 
thin  clay  soil  derived  fixun  the  decomposition  of 
the  rock  itself.  This  area  is  elevated  about  175 
feet  above  the  water  of  the  Hudson.  Its  eastern 
boundary  is  a  line  of  drift  hills  and  tenace.  The 

l.iitcr  is  of  clay,  covered  by  sand,  and  extends  some 
disunce  up  that  river.  The  drift  hills  frequently 
rise  above  Ae  level  of  the  terrace. 

The  rock  plateau  below  Cohoes  Falls  is  the  base 
line  for  sections  near  the  iiUls;  it  is  61  feet  idxive 
tidewater.  The  upper  level  of  the  Cohoes  Com- 
pany's race  is  94  feet  above  plateau  and  iM  above 
tide ;  cliff  near  the  falls,  1 1 5  feet  above  plateau, 
and  1 76  feet  above  tide ;  plateau  west  of  Albany, 
SS5  ieet  above  tide :  top  of  gravd  hill  near  "  Pa- 
troon  s, "  .ibout  225  feet  above  tide.  Gravel  banks  : 
At  the  Patroon  s  a  remarkable  inclined  bed  of  clay 
lies  under  and  over  gravel  in  the  following  order : 
Soil,  slightly  sorted  gravel,  red  clay,  blue  clay, 
stratified,  coarse  and  fine  sand,  with  rarely  lenticu- 
lar beds  of  coarse  gravel  These  gravel  banks  ex- 
tend nearly  to  Cohoesi  The  coarser  matetiah  of 
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the  gnvel  bills  near  Albany  arc  cliictly  ul  tlic  cun- 
j^lomerate  of  the  Hudson  River  Group  and  con- 
glomerates and  jaspers  of  the  Quebec  Group. 
Maasive  qtiartx,  wUte  or  yellow  (FMadam  ?),  ia 
commonly  met  with,  and,  in  aome  hills  lu  nr  the 
Mohawk,  aeem  even  to  predominate.  They  are 
tbe'beat  worn  of  all  the  pebbles,  but  the  boulders 
generally  are  not  ao  well  rounded  aa  thoae  turned 
by  pot-holes. 

The  nutneruuii  I'ossil  shells  referred  to  under  the 
head  of  "Geology,"  in  connection  with  the  rock 

Ibnnations,  properly  come  under  this  head.  They 
all  have  a  specific  name  which  we  cannot  repeat 
her&  They  maybe  often  seen  in  the  flagstones 
that  cover  our  city  sidewalks,  and  the  rough  stones 
in  the  roadside  walls.  They  tell  us  of  the  inhabit- 
ants that  dweh,  countless  ages  ago,  in  the  now  up- 
heaved bed  of  the  old  ocean  that  once  SUlged  OVCf 
the  pbtcea  where  we  dwell. 

BOTANY. 

The  Flora  of  the  county  of  Albany  is  rich  in 
the  number  and  variety  of  its  plants,  almost 
every  natural  order  and  genua  common  to  the 
Slate  beinsT  represented  in  this  county.  Tlie 
hills  and  vallevs,  fic'i<is  and  fMrcsts,  lakes,  brooks 
and  swamps,  all  contribute  to  adorn  nature  with  a 
proifasion  of  vegetable  beauty,  and  invite  Ae  prac- 
tical student  to  gadier  theae  treaaures  ao  liberally 
spread  before  him. 

The  amateur  and  student  in  Botany  will  find  few 
localities  in  the  State  from  which  he  can  secure  a 
greater  variety  of  interesting  plants  than  in  Albany 
county.  Nature  has,  indeed,  been  lavish  in  her 
gifts  to  our  county,  as  seen  all  over  its  surface, 
made  picturesque  and  ^  h. inning  by  the  grand  Hel- 
derbcrgs,  the  nublc  Hudson,  its  crystal  lakes,  its 
rapid  atreama  tumbling  over  cataracts,  running 
throilgh  deep  nwines,  it.s  caverns  and  ro<ky  rc- 
ceaaea  and  steep  precipices,  its  forest  trees  and 
shmba,  its  varied  and  beautiful  flora,  its  fields  of 
gtaaa  and  grain,  and  its  \aricty  of  sedges,  moases, 
rushes  and  ferns  in  the  by-[)la<  cs. 

We  are  indebted  to  Torreys  '  Stale  Botany," 
Wright  ft  HaU's  "  Plants  About  Tray,"  FtoC  C  H. 
Peck  and  Dr.  J.  &  MarUe  for  valuable  aid  in  thia 
chapter. 

In  the  list  of  the  trees,  shrubs  and  plants  found 

in  the  county,  only  such  as  are  indigenous  or 
naturalixed  are  included.  They  are  grou|)ed 
under  their  natonl  orders,  and  the  generic,  specific 
and  oommon  names  are  given.  Exotic  and  green- 
house plants  will  be  omitted  from  our  list.  All 
de8cription.s,  for  want  of  space,  are  left  out.  The 


simple  list  will  tell  our  wealth  and  make  a  uaafiol 
guide  to  the  student. 

KANUNCULACA. 
Oaoia.  ComiON  Namb. 

Ckautilk  VirginiaBa  Virgin's  Hiwcr. 

C  venidlkrii  WborUeaved  Y.  B. 

Aneniune,  nemorosa  ..Wood  AaSHMlie. 

A  FMnujIvaaica  

A  cylindrica    

A   Virginian.^  .\ncioOliei 

Ilepatica,  !rili>li.-«   .l  iverwort. 

II  acutiloba   

Ranunculus^  FlammuU  Small  Spearwort. 

R   rscwvatns.....  Hooked Crawfiot. 

R  fiudcularis  Eariy  Crowfoot. 

R  abortivus  Round -leaved  Crowfoot. 

R....,  scclcmtuS  Celery  Crowfoot. 

R.....  acris  Batter>capi. 

R  Wboius  Balboos  Crowfoot 

R  Fenqpinuiiatt  ....Brisdjf  Cnwfeet 

R  moMfidoi.  Yellow  Water  Crowfoot. 

R  r<-(>fn'4. .,,  Crcc[ii:i,;  Crowfoot 

C'altha,  palu^lrU  .••«.  Marsh  MarigoM. 

Coptis,  trifolia  Gold  thread . 

Aquilegia,  CaiiwkiMis  Wild  ColiuaUM. 

Aettea,  spicatn  vir  Red  Bsaebenry. 

A  nili.L  White  ]'m:..:I -•rrv. 

'ITialictrurii,  liiuicom  Early  Meadow  Kue. 

T  purpurawcas   .  Purple  Meadow  1 

T  Camati  Meadow  Rwl 

T  snmeniWHH  Rm  , 


MACNOUAC&K. 

 White  Wood.  TUIpTtee. 

■  MENISPERMACE/B. 
Menispcnnuro,  Canadenic.  Moon  Seed. 

BERBERTDACEiC. 

rodopliyiluin,  ixMt.itiiiiK    May  .\pple.  Moildnkc. 

CaulophjUiun,  thalictroiilc!.  Blue  Cohosh. 

CAD(J.MBACEit:. 

 Water  Taifct 


.HYMWLEACF.'K. 

Njmpbm,  odonls   Water  Lily. 

Niphar.  adveoa.  YoOow  Fowl  LOy. 

N.  ....KaladMHi  Kakn^FeodLOy. 

SARRACENIACBff. 
Swraoeuia,  purporea  SMe.ssdffle  Ihwer. 

PAPAVBRACBA. 

S.uii'iiinari.i,  r.vn.nicniis  Blnodroot. 

ChcUdonium,  maju«  Celandine. 

FUMARIACK/E. 

Diccntra,  cacnllaria  Dutchman's  Brcccbca. 

D.  CanadeoMa....  SquimI  Cooo. 

Adkaua.  cir^on  kkantaia  fMsfe.  * 

CoeydaMi,  0aaca  .....GhmoawCaiydalis. 

CRUaFBRBA. 

Capsclla,  Bu  rsa-pa»torifc.  ....... .Skcpkftldii  PWSC. 

Lepidiuni,  Vir>;inicum  WQd  I 

L  caiupcstxe  Yellow  Seed. 
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CRUOFBR&E. 

Draba,  Tern  ....WURwv  Grw. 

Xutarthiin,  palotlie   Muih  Wateicrm. 

Barbarca,  vuln»ri«..,,,  Winter  Tresii, 

Arabis,  Canadcnda  Sickle  Y(A. 

K  lyrafa  Wall  Cre«. 

A  beWgBto  Smooth  WaU  Ciwt. 

A..  ..bimta  HairrWallCnn. 

rjudiminf,  hirsula  Small  Bittter  Cnw. 

C  rhomboidea  Spring  Crc«. 

C  Pratenb  Field  CardamiM. 

Daataria,  diplijrib   Fqppcr  RooL 

D  hetahtai  Toofh  Wort. 

Sisymbrium,  oSdnle.  Ileiljje  Mu  -ar  1 

Erysimum,  chdnafhBides  Wormscca  Mustard. 

aii^ii,  nign.  Black  Mustard. 

S.  uvaub  Field  Mustud.  Charlock. 

CAPPARIDACE^. 


VIOLACE/S. 

VioU,  cucullaU  Hood -leaved  Violet. 

V , . . .  aagittaria  Amnr-leaved  Violet. 

v....  SelldrUI  Sdkhfc'aVlolet. 

V.  .  palmate  PalaaiedViolei. 

V  .    pcdata  MateVMet 

V,.     I  Lin  U  SwaiUcuitcd  Violel. 

V  .  .  lanteolau  Liace-leaved  Violet. 

V . . . .  rotundifoiia  Soand  learcd  Violet. 

v....  CanadcMia  CaMdian  Vioht 

v....  pubeaocoB.  .........Common YdtoirVkltt. 

V. . . .  MuhlttibcrgM  Mulile!iVKTj;'i  VMtt 

v....  roslraU  Beaked  Violet. 

DROSERACE^ 


....LongJcamdS 

PARNAS.SIACF  F 
Parnawta,  QuoUniaiwi  Grass  of  Parnassus. 

cistacef:. 

....Larger  Ftnweedi 
....SoallerPimpeed. 
....Rodr'Roab 
....WooUjHMdaoBla. 


ELATMACEF. 
Elaline,  Americana  Mud  rurdaae. 

HYPERICACE.*. 

Hyperkiim,  pynuudatun  Giant  Hypoicnm. 

II   perforatum   Commim  St.  John's-wort. 

H  corymbosum  Spotted  St.  John's-wort. 

II  mutilDm  Small  St  John's-wort. 

H  Canadaaie  .Canadian  St  John't-wort. 

Bodea. ....  VkibicK  Mardi St  Joha^fe-irart. 

ILLECEBRACE/C. 

Aiu'Lliij.  dicliotoma. ........... .Forked  ChickwMd. 

Speiguia,  arvensis  Com  Spurry. 

CARYOPHVLI.ACE.F. 

StcBaria,  media  .   Chickweed. 

8  kogifsiia.  Loag-lcaved  Stitch-wort. 


Ceraalinav  nltll«w  Mouse-ear  Chickwaad. 

C.......M  VMBoaaii...  *•■.«..«  .Sticky  Chifikwaad. 

C  armae  Held  Chfckweed. 

<"  nutans  Nixiding  Chickweed. 

Arctian  i,  stricta   Stralj^ht  Sandwort. 

A  serpyllifolia. ....... . .  .Thyrae-lcavcd Sandwort, 

Sagina,  procumbeos.  Creeping  Sandwort. 

rtidllata  .CaipetWoed. 

antirrhina  Snap.drmon  Catclx-fly. 

nocttflora   Night-  flowering  Catcb-iy 

Ljrdmia,  Githagn   Com  Cockle. 

officinalis  Common  Soap  wort. 


FORTULACACB/C. 

I'ortutaca,  olcracea  Purslane. 

Claytonia,  CaroUniaoa.  Spring  Beauty. 

C  Vlr^dca  , 


Malva,  rotundifoiia.. 


IIALVACEF. 

 Low  Mallow. 

 VahvtteflUlow. 


L1NACEA. 

Linum,  Virginianum  Virginian  Flax. 

L  usilatisisimum  (.'ommon  Flax. 

GERANLVCE.^. 

G   Robcrtianum  Herb  Robert. 

G  Carolinianum  Carolina  Crane's  bill. 

BALSAMINACE^. 

.,„,.  1'ouch-mc-not. 

,  Jewel  Weed. 


OXALIDACE^ 
Oxalis,  Aoetoadla  CoanMn  Wood  Sorrel. 

O  vioUce*.  .....Wolel  Wood  Sorrel. 

O  itricu  YeBow  Wood  Son«L 

ZANTHOXVLACEifi. 
ZuAmcf^  Anwricam—  PrieUr  Aah. 

ANACARDLVCE.F. 

Rhus,  gtabi*.   .Smooth  Sama& 

....  typnmn.....  .9mg.MNn  jwwk. 

R  copallina  Mountain  Sumac. 

R. . . .  veneiKU.i  PoLson  Sumac. 

R  Toucodcodraa  Poison  Ivy. 

R. . . .  aromatica  Sweet  Sumac. 


TILUCEu£. 


TOi^ 


I  Wood. 


VTTACE*. 

Vitis,  Labmsca  Laife-Bltie  Grapa. 

V...  cordifolia  Ftoat Crape. 

V...  aBBthfalia  SomawrGnpe. 

qnwpiefoUa  Woodbine.  Vkgiata  Cneper. 


ACERAC&E. 

Acer,  nibnai..  Swamp  Maple. 

A.  ...  dasycaipuai  White  M.iplc. 

A. ...  "iaccharuiaat  Su{^M.i]ilr. 

A..',  nigrum  .Black  M.iiitc-. 

A....  Feanqrianicua. . ,  Sti^ed  Maple. 
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ACERACE^. 


CELASTRACE4L 

Staphytoi,  trifolia  Bladder  Nut. 

 Climbing  Bitter  Swtxt. 

RHAMNACEiK. 

....... JenejrTtt. 

POLYGALACE.*:. 

 WlMri>Ie«ved  iVilygaU. 


PotygaU,  ml 

?  

P  


 Fiiiftd  FolTldk 

LEGUMINO&E. 

Ervum,  binuium  Havjr  Vetch. 

Apia,  toberMa  GrMnd  Nat 

Amphicarp^a,  monoica  Hog  Not. 

Tcphrosui,  Vir^iniaiM  Coat's  Rue. 

TWfaUlUn,  ic]K-iis  Wliitf  Cl  ivcr. 

T.. ..... .  »veiue  Huesfoot  TrefotL 

T  iinteBW  .CoonoB  Red  Clowr. 

T  agnrioa.  Field  or  Hop  TrefoiL 

Melilotiu^  oficnulli  '. . .  .Yellow  Ifelilot 

M  alba  WTiite  MdiloL 

Mcdicago,  lupulina  Nonesuch. 

Astragalus  Cimadtnsii.  Cana(li»4i  Vetch. 

Deanodium,  aqdiflonm.  Kaked'flovwrad  DomodiiMi. 

D  ■emnnwtaia  T«iiiitid4 

D  cane-sccns  Hoaiy  1 

D  Can.»(lcj)M;  Bush  Trefoil. 

D  cuopidatum  Cuspidate  DesmodiuUI. 

D  paoicttlatum.  Puickd  Desmodian. 

D  ratimdKBliDiii.  RoaiMl.laived ' 

LMpedeza,  capitata  Bu-sh  (.  lover. 

 hirta  Hairy  l.cspedcta. 

L  procumbens.  Trailing  Letpeden. 

L  violafiea....  \^et  Lc^enu 

L  ammUlon  ScMtk-flowcrcd  1 

IjipiMII,  percnnis  Common  Lupine. 

Baptlsb.  tinctoria   Wild  Indigo. 

<  :i  -i.i.  iivariUndica  .\nitriciu>  Senna. 


C  CbamaKrbta............Dwarf-Caasia. 

C  nidftun  Wild  ScMitive  Phirt. 

ROSACB/E. 

Pniwn,  wrotin  Bhclt  or  Wffld  Cheny. 

P  Virglnbitt.  Choke  Cherry. 

P  rtnnsylvanlai  Wild  Rc-d  Cherry. 

P  pumila...,.  Sand  Cherry. 

P  AoHriCMHi  Wild  Plum. 

Cratcgii%  ooocImi,  White  Thorn. 

C  CniifaBL  Codupor  Thorn. 

C  pumtat.i  Thorn. 

Hynis,  ariiutisoli  i  Chokc  Bcrry. 

I*  Amcricjiia  Mountain  Ash. 

Amdanchier,  Canadcnsii.  Shad.Berry,  ViU-berry. 

Roe«»  Curaim  Sirunp  Rok. 

R . . . .  ludda   Shin  in ,  or  Wild  Row. 

R....  blanda  lilamt  Koh>. 

R . .  ..rabiginoM.  Sweet  Hrier. 

Roboi^  viUota*  High  Blackberry. 

K  biipidv  .....Briitly  Bhukbeny. 

R<  • .  •  •  CundcBib.  .Low  BlMUeRy. 


Rnbas,  odoratiu  Ra«e-flowerin}r  Raspberry. 

R.....  stri^osus  Wild  Red  K.isiilicrry. 

R  . . . .  oocidentali<   Black  RaspU-rry . 

R....  triflams  Tluce.flowered  Raspberry. 

Pelfiilillii  Wiiinwgia«.».».«..««»MioiwngiiHiPotcntilh. 

P  C^uttldeBiil.  CtaUBon  CinqnefaO. 

P  arvjcntca   Silvery  ("in, juefljfl. 

P  anscrtna  ,  Silver  Weed. 

I'  argnta  White  flowered  Polentilh. 

P.   paliutrn  Marah  daqoeinl. 

Fiagaria,  Viiginiaiw  Wild  Strairtteny. 

F.  Veica  Alphie  or  Wood  Straw- 

berry. 

DaliUarda,  repei»s  False  Violet. 

WaMtrinia,  fiagarididct  Dry  Strawbenry. 

Ooitnif  tHula.  ..........  ••«.••.  .Purple  A  vena. 

c>  itrielm  Yellow  Avena. 

C.  Vfaginiannm  White  Atcos. 

ri>terium,  Canadenie  Burnet  Saxifrage. 

Agrimonia,  Eupatoria  Agrimony. 

Spfam.  tonenteaa.  HardhadE. 

S  salidfolia  QweBof  AeMeadow. 

S.  OpuUfoHa  Nine-haifc. 

LVTIlKACfc-li. 

ONAGRACE^ 

Epfloliimi,  aogustifoliam  Willow  Herb. 

B..   Cdoratmn  Colored  Epilofaima. 

B  UnatoB  Hairy  EjpikibiiiiB. 

CEno«faera,hiHMii.....  Commoo  BveniDg  M»> 

rose. 

CE  pumila  Dw.irf  Kveninj;  PrimiOae. 

Gaura,  biennis..  .Biennial  tiaura. 

Circxa,  Lutetiana  Enchanter's  NigbtdHlde. 

C.  .....  alpioa  Alpine  Nightshade. 

CUCURBTTACE.? 

Sieyoii  angulatus  Singlc-iccdcd  Cucumber. 

 Wddr 


GROSSULACE& 

RIbet,  ioridum  M  Wild  Black  Currant 

R. . . .  prottratuni  Fetid  Currant. 

R  ...  QriKMfaati  Prickly  Gooselienfy. 

R....  wKimrtithliHm  Wild Gooaeberry. 

CRASSULACEiS. 


I  Live- forever. 
.IHrglBia  Stona-Crflpt 


1 


SAXIFRAGACE/E. 

Saxiihlga,  Virginicnsis  Early  Saxifrage. 

S  Pcnnsylranica  Tall  Saxifrage. 

Ileuchera,  Anvericaaa  Alum  Root. 

Mtteila,  diphylla.  BUmp'a  Cap. 

M . . .  .  nuda  Ltaften  atenmed  Bishop's 

Cap. 

Tiarella,  cordiiolia  Mitre  Wort  Gem  Fruit. 


..Water  Carpet 

HAMAMBLACBA. 
Viisinka.  WitclHaidL 
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HISTORF  OF  THE  COUNTr  OF  ALBANY. 


UMBELLIFER.C 

Hydfoootjrtei  AmeriCMUu  

H  umbelUta  Umbellate  Penay wort. 

Sanicula,  CaiudenMS  Canadian  Sanicle. 

•"^  M.inl.in  r;La....„  Long- sty loil  Sanicle. 

Cicuta,  niaculaU  Water  Hemlock. 

C  bulbifeim  Nanvw-lctTCd  Hemlock 

Siua,  \HaStlSiim  WaMrPMnnip. 

S  l&ieiTe  LbMAr-leevcd  Water  Par- 
snip. 

Crjrptotx-nia,  CaiiadcitMs  Ilone-woit. 

Ziaia,  Aurea  Golden  Alexander. 

Z....iatcfeirHM  Galire   leaved  Golden 

Alexutder. 

Archangelica,  atropurpurea  Angrlica. 

A  hirsuta.  Hairy  Anv;dic.i. 

Daucu,Can>U  ..VinidCarrot. 

Pi<inin,i«lw»  ...Commou  Wild  Parsnip. 

Hendemn,  lanahm  Cam  Parsnip. 

Oimorrhiza.  longi«tylit  Sweet  t'icily. 

O  breristylu.  Sbort-styicd  Cicily. 

 Foim  Hemlock. 


ARAUACEiC 

.\ialia,  :iU'iic;iulis  Wild  SarsapaiUa. 

A  raccmosa  Spikenard. 

A  hispid»  Uristly  Aralta.  [Ginseng. 

PwHU,  triioiiaai  .Ground  Mui.  Dwarf 


OORNACEiK. 

CoTDu^,  stolonifera  Whitcbtnled  CorneL 

C  sericea  Red  Osier. 

C   drcinaU  Round-leavoil  Dogwood. 

C  altwnttiUK  Alternate- leaved. 

C  pwikwlila.  Pknlded  Dogwood. 

C  florid  a   Flowering  Dogwood. 

C  CaiiAden&iiu   .  Low  Cornel,  or  Dogwood. 

CAHUFOLLVC.l-. 

Loiiicera.  hirsuta  Hairy  Honeysuclde. 

L  panriflon  SjaanU-flawered  " 

L.....^.  ciBMm  Rr HotMjrMckle. 

Diervilla,  trifida  Bush  lIoMjndde. 

Triostcum,  perfoltahun.  Fever-wort. 

Syiiijihoricarpus,  raceMCW  Snow  ticrry. 

Linnaa,  borealia  .Twin-flower. 

Sainbucus,  Canodeneit  Comom  Elder. 

S  pab«n  Flmided  Elder. 

VilMnnm,  UmtanlMet.  Hobble-bush. 

V  opulus  High  Cranbeny. 

V  aceriiolium  Dockniackw. 

V  LcaligD  SmatVamnMn. 

V  nndam  Swaatp  Vibununn. 

V  deatetam  Amnr-hnd. 

V  pobenxat  Dmny  ViwiraB. 

Rl'BlACE.1-:. 

Galium,  asprcllura  Rough  Cleavcpi. 

G  triiidum   Small  Bedstrau  . 

C  Uiiiorum  Swcet.aoentad  Bedatcaw. 

C  Apuiiie  CfioHBoa  Cleavor. 

C  borealc  Northern  (i.^liiun 

<»  arcwtani  Circaa-likc  Uaiium. 


.FlHtiid(e  Bcnjr. 


Hedyotis,  ccerulea  Dwarf  Pink. 

H  loogifolia  Long-leaved  Dwarf  FUi. 

Cephalantfau,  occidentalis   Button  Bmh. 

COMPUSIT/E. 
Etopatfltiain .  •...«.••••*•.....••  •fVompat.wMd. 

R  purpureum   -  ■- - 

E  K«iiitirolium  Ses'^ile  leaved  Lupatodum 

E  perf"liattiin.....,..,.Tlioroughwort.  Boneset. 

E  ageratoidet  Nettie-leaved  Eupatoriuro 

TaHOaga^  FMam  .ColtVAMt. 

Alter,  corymbosus  Carynbed  Aster. 

I  Aaler,  macrophylltts  Large-leaved  Alter. 

jVstcr,  cordifoliaa  Heart  -leaved  Aster. 

A  undulalot  Wave-leaved  Alter. 

A —  pateni  Spreading  Aaler. 

A . . . .  Lxvia  Smooth  AHar. 

.\ —  puidoeui  Ked-alalked  Alter. 

A  Nov.-c  Aiiglias..   .New  England  Aster. 

-A  Tradescanti  Tradcscant's  .Aster. 

.\ . . .  .  miser.   .Starved  Aster. 

A....  limplez  Willow-leavcd  AMer. 

A. . . .  leiiiiiibliui  .Nanow.1aBfod Aaler. 

A . . . .  iiumi><.u«  Bushy  Aster. 

A. .  . .  cricoidcs   Heath-like  A&ter. 

A. . .    multifloriis.  .^^any-flowc^ed  Aster. 

A.  . . .  acuminatui  Acuminate  Wood  Aater. 

SeiiEocaipvit  umyiSldca  .BRMd-havad  Sxioocafpus. 

Erigeron,  bcllidifolium   Robin's  Plantain. 

E  Philadelphicum  Narrow -leaved  Robin's 

Plantain. 

E  annuum  ..Common  Fleabaae. 

E  KrigomB  Fkabaae.  Whke  Waed 

£  CaaadcHB . ,  jffi^  niabanr 

Solidago,  lanceolata  GtaiaJeaved  Gddennid. 

S  s<]uaiTOsa  Ragged  Cold  trnn^^. 

S  bicoktr  White  Gddenrod. 

S  latifiafas  Broad -leaved  Goldcnrod. 

S  cioia.......  Blue-itemmed  Goldcnrod. 

S  nem  oralis  Gray  OoMenrod. 

S   argula.  Sharp  tiiotlicil  CoMcnrod 

S  Canadensis  •  an.idian  Guldenrod. 

S  seriotina  l..^te  Goldenrod. 

S  aMWma  TaU  G<ddewod. 

f Rula.  Iidenran   decampane. 

IIi-Ii"p-r-,  1  'vi-  Ox-eye. 

kuULeckia,  [ancuiiau  Smooth  kuillicckla. 

k   hirta  Hairy  Rudlxxkia. 

Heliaathus,  annuus.  ..Coamcn  Sunflower. 

H  decapetalai.  Tca^i^cd  SMuliowcr. 

H  divaricatus   .  Spreading  Sonflowar. 

H  strumosus  Wild  Sunflower. 

Hclenium,  autumnala... .....  .  ..  American  SlNaa.wa>t. 

Maruta,  Cotula.  May-weed. 

Achillea.  MilicMinB  MiUba.  Yarrow. 

Leucan them  urn,  vulgare  Ox-eye  Daisy. 

Bidens,  frondosa  ,  Leaiy-bur  Marinolil. 

11  ...    ioiiuit.1  Trifid  t'lir  M;ir)j{old. 

K  cernua  ,  Wattr-tjur  Marigold. 

B  cfaryaanthemaidca.  Radiate-bur  MarlfoU. 

SenadOk  aareua,  .....Golden  SsngIo. 

AriaaUa,  vulgaris  Mngwert. 

Gnaphalium,  polycipti.ilimi  Ti.iijraiit  Life  everlastng. 

G  dccurrcns  Decurrent  Life  cverlast&ig. 

I  C  
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COMPOSTTiB. 
nuuVMltoct*. . ...».•  tVarl y  l  ife  evi-rlaslinti:. 


A  pUntaginiiblia.. 


Life- 


.  Plantain  leaved 
everlasting. 

ErocbthtttB,  hinadiBlw.  Ffar.««cd. 

XuMmm,  MnmuioM  Clot- weed. 

AnfamiB,  trilida  Tall  Ambrmia. 

A  MlBihirfolk.  Hog-weed. 

.Burdock. 
.CauuteTUidt, 

C  UnceoUhtni  Common  Tliitdt. 

(■  iiiiittcum  Swamp  Thistle. 

Onoptirilon,  acatithium  Scott li  Thijllc. 

Krigia,  Virginica  , .  .Dwarf  Dandelion. 

Ckhornun,  Intybusth.... ...... .Succorj.  Chiooory. 

.WBdLettacse. 
.  Veinr-lekved  Hawkweed. 

H  panicubtnm  Pankled  Hawkweed. 

II   scabram...  Rough Hawkwe<- 1  [tii  r. 

Nabaliu,  albui  Lion'a-faot    White  Ut- 

N  altiisimtti  T«n  Nafaaliu. 

M.  FnMri  CufloC  the  Earth. 

.Smdellon. 
.CsBinon  Sow  Thistle. 
S  Mpcr  Roagb  Sow  ThitUe. 


LUBELUCE^. 

IMBmt  cardinalb.   .Cardinal  Flower. 

IjObdll,  intUta  *••«••.>. ....Inilia!)  I  ■jImlco. 

sypbiltica  .Blue  Caniinal  Flower. 

L  ■pktte  Clayton's  Lobelku 

L  DortuBM   Water  LobcUa. 


CAMPAimUCBA. 

Campauula,  rotoindilalfcl, 
C  


ERICACBA. 

GqrlaiMcia,  rcsinosa   Black  Whortlclwrry. 

Vaodniiim,  corymbosum  High  Whortlclieny. 

V.........  ndlklM  Low  Blueberry. 

V.  P>— ■yitantcMB....  Dwarf Bluebiny. 

v.. tlaaiiimiBi. ........ .Dcwterry. 

Oxycoccus,  vulgaris  Small  Oanlicrry. 

O   macrocarpus   l-uri;<.- Cranberry. 

A rclostaph y  los,  IJ  va - ursi  Bearlierry . 

Aadromeda,  polifolia  .....Marah  Andromeda. 

A.  UgHbiB*  Paaicled  Ljook. 

CMtandra.  calyculala  Lealber-leaf.  [borjr. 

Gaultberia,  procumbcm  Winiergreen.  Clwdcer- 

^)igiea,  rqptas  Trailing  Arbutna.  May. 

flower. 

Kalaia,  latUoila  Mountain  Lamd. 

K  aagtatiioUa  Sbeep  Potion. 

K......  flwwa  Swamp  Laurel. 

Bhododandmn,  nndiflomm  SH.uiip  Pink. 

R  vitcomm  Clammy  .Swamp  I'ink. 

Ledum,  latifolium  ,.  l-ihia<lor  Tea. 

Pyxola,  ro*undi*3Jia  Kouod-leaved  Pyrota. 

P  ehlonntha.  Green-flowcred  Pyrola. 

P..,     ellipti.a  Shin-leaf. 

P  secunda    One-sided  Pyrola. 

CUmphfla,  ambellata  I'rinceS  Pine.  PfptiMCwa. 

C.i  maeolata  Spotted  WnlaiEwen. 


Monotropa,  uniflora  Indian  Pipe. 

M  hypopiqra  FiaeSap. 

l'tero!4Jora,  aadiorocde*  Gteat  Btrd'i  Naat. 

AQUIFOLIACE/E. 
PriBoe,  TUiidUatB*  Black  Alder.  Wiater-berry, 

PROfULACE/E. 

Trientalis,  Americana.  ....... ...Chickweed  Winleignca. 

Lysiinachia,  stricta  ,  Looacstrifie. 

L... .......  citiata  Ciliale-leaved  Loosectrife. 

L  quaditfoUa  Four-leaved  Looaeatrife. 

L»..«  •••«••  tbjTiiflon.  .lifted  LoHMtiUBL 

•a'tWeatberGlaH. 


Plantago, 

{P.«« ...%» 
.  P.  


PLANTAdNACE/K. 
 .....Common Plantain.  Ribwort 


Rugdii  Rugel's  Phmlria. 


LENTIBULACE-i:. 

Utricttlaiia,  ndgarit   Common  llladderwort. 

Smaller  Bladdcrwort. 
Homed  Bladderwwrt 

orobanchace.t:. 

Aphyllon.  uiufiorum  <  >nc  flowered  Broomrapc. 

Conopholi^,  .'Vmericana   AuiL-rican  Broomr^e. 

i£piphcgu«,  Virginiana  Uccch-drops. 

\  SCKOPHULARIACE/E. 

r  Vcrbaacum,  Thapaua.  Coounoo  Mollefn. 

;  V  Bhttaria  Moth  Mullein. 

I  Linaria,  vulgaris  Toad  Flax.  Snap-dragon. 

I  Canadensis   .Canadian  SBap.dratai. 

\  Saophubria,  nodoaa..  Figwort. 

I  Chdioae,  glabra.  Snake-liead. 

Pentslemon,  pubeioem  IVard  tnnguc. 

Miroultti,  ringens  Monkey  Flower. 

Gratiola,  aarea  (  ioMen  Hedge  Hy&iop. 

G  Viignlana  ....Virginian  HedgaHjiMp. 

I  Veranka.  Amokana  BrooUlmfc 

,  V.'  Virginica          .,  Culver's  Physic. 

I  V  scutellata  Marsh  Speedwell. 

V  officinalis  Otticinal  S|)eedwcll. 

V...  perq;rina  ......Purslane  Speedwell. 

V.......  agMstia. . • . . •  «, .Fldd 8pBBdwc& 

V  wpyllifolia  Thyme-lraved  Spndwdl. 

Gcrardia,  purpurea  Purple  Gcrardia. 

G  tenuildia  Small  I'm  iilp  Gcraniia. 

Dasyitama,  quercifotia  Oak-leaved  Datyatoma. 

°  D.  fiava  Dowiqrr 

•  D  

.  Pedkularii,  < 

i  Melampjmm,  pntene  Cow  Wheat. 


Verbena, 

V  

Phry«tt 


VBRBBNACi:  r. 

  Vervain,  Simpler 'a  Joy. 

 Nettb-fcavad  Vcmtn. 

ia«*a»>>»>«  PhfyoM  or  IxpHod* 

UMATA. 


Mentha,  CanadeDiia., 

'  M  viridis  

I  M.  piperita  
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H/^TOHy  OF  THE  COL  STY  OF  AI^ANl'. 


LABIATE 

Isanthns,  caemlcm  Blue  Gentian. 

Lycopus,  sinuatus   Water  I  loarbound. 

L.  Virginicus. ...........  Bugle  Winl. 

Monarda,  didjrnui  MounUin  Mink 

M.  Mtm  HnwiMlrt.  mA 


Ori)i;anum,  valgmre.  Wild  Mujonm. 

Hedcoma,  pulcuioide*. .  I'eiinyroTaL 

Melissa,  olficinatis  Balm. 

CoUinsonia,  Canademii  SlOBeJOOt. 

SculelUrii,  gaiericnlati  ....Cobdmo  Scull  .cap. 

S  lat«riflois  Mad -dog  SculLcap. 

Bniiiflla,  vii:.-iri»  Self-heal,  lilue-coria. 

Ne(>il.i,  Catnip,  Catmint. 

N  Glechoma  Gill-over-the-gnHind. 

rhyiQgt^ia.  Virgioin*  Lioa't  Heart. 

Iiaiwiw,  amptadcanle  HenUI. 

I.eonarus,  Cardiaca   Motherwort. 

GilcopsU,  Tctrahit  Hemp  Neltlc. 

Sta-:!;y-,  asjicra,  .....Ileil^e  Xcttle. 

Mamibium,  vulgare  Hoarboimd.  . 

Trichartema,  dtchotoaam  

 WHd< 


BORRAGIirACE.f:. 

 Viper's  Bugloa. 

......  Comfrejr. 

Lfoopii^  vmuit  Wild  Buf^oa. 

OMMBMdiiim,  Vbigfaiani»  MNGrMBtMS. 

I.ithospcrmum,  arvense  Com  Gromwdl. 

I-.  I  lUtschu),  canescens  Puccoon. 

.Mertonsia,  \  iri;iiiic»  Virginian  Lun| 

Cynoglomun,  oflkinale  Hound's  ToofW. 

C  Mortwd  Bcgpr^IiR. 


HYDROPIIYI.IJVCI  K 
HydrOftbyUum,  Vir^jinicum  Virginian  Water-leaf. 

CONVOLVLL^VCE.4L 
Coavohmhii,  mvow.  Small  BtdNccd. 

C  purpureus  Common  Morning  GiOTf. 

Caljrstegia,  spithamgea   Sweet  Bindweed. 

C  Kpiuin.  Hedge  BiDdveed. 

Cuacuta,  Ctooovii.  Dodder. 

SOLANACBA. 
Datura,  Stmnookua  Than  Apple. 

Hyoaqramus,  niger  .CanoKm  Henbane. 

Phynlii,  viaooaa.  Graud  Cherry. 

Solanam,  Dulcamara  Woody  Nightshade. 

S  mgnm    Common  Hjghlahade. 

GENTIANACRiE. 
Certiiiia,  tapaaaria  Scapwart  Gentiaii. 

C  quinqaeflora  PWe-flowcred  Gentian. 

G  criniia  Blue -fringed  Gentian. 

APOCYNACE^ 

...Dogbane. 
.  -  .Indian  HCBp. 

ASCLEPt.\DACE.'l-:. 
Aidepia^  Cornuli  Common  Silkwccd. 


A   cannabinum 


Aadepias,  phytoli 


! 


A 

.Poke -leaved  Silk  weed. 
.Roae-ooloced  Sitkweed. 
.  VomAtntA  SlUciraed. 

.Buitrrfly  Wee<l. 


Pa  •  •  ^a  •  • 

P  


OLEACE.*:. 

 WUle  Aah. 

 Bhdc  A*. 

 Had  A*. 


AR!STOlXX:inACE.«  (ApetaUe). 
Asarum,  Canadenie  Wild  Ginger. 

CHENOPODIACE^. 

Atriptex,  Hoftniia  Garden  Orache. 

A  patMta  Spreading  Atr^ks. 

A  roaea  Rmc  Alrfplou 

Blitom,  capitatom  Strawberry  BMtC 

Chenopodium,  album  Pig  Weed. 

C   hybridum  Tall  Goosefoot. 

C  antlwlaunttcttm....Wann  Seed. 

C  BaliTa  .Jcnnkm  Oik. 

AMARANTHACEiC 

Amaranhu,  albns  .White  Amaranth. 

A. ........  Uitoides  Low  Amaranth. 

A  retroflexu  Pigweed. 

A  viridu  Green  Amaranth. 

POLVGONACE/K. 
FolygBiiin,  a«inilan  Knot-gmta. 

P  erectom  Knot-graas. 

P  HydropiperSides  Water  Pepper. 

I  P  ,  Persicaria   1  Jidy's  Thiim!'. 

i  P...  Pennsylvanicum  PennsylvanianKnot-graw 

P  Vurgjajaana  Virginian  KnBtgW. 

P  artkakm  Joimad  F«lyfonan. 

P  lagittatUB.  Seratoligiwa. 

P   arifolium  Hastate  Knot  gran. 

P  Convolvulus  Knot  Biii<lwe<d. 

P  cilinode  Hairy  node  Polygonum. 

P.  dtunetunun.  Falia  Buckwbaal. 

RiWMinr,  cri^ma    YallMr  Dock. 

R  verticillatus  Swamp  Dock. 

R  Britannica  lirituh  Water  Dock. 

R  obtusifolius  ..Bitter  Dock. 

R  Acctoiella   Field  Sorrel.  lloneSond. 


Phytolacca, 


PHYIOLACCACE^. 

 Pbbe.GufatW«ad. 

LAURACE.E. 

 Fever  Boih.  Spice  Wood. 


SANTALACEiB. 

Comandra,  umbellata   Bastard  Toadflas. 

Nysta,  multiflora.  Peppcridge. 

THYUELACe. 
Dinn,  pnlwtiii.  ■•  *  Lea  flier.^rood. 

ULUACEJB. 
Ulmaa,  Amerfcann  Amerieaa  Efaa, 

Elm. 

I  U.....fulTa  Slippery  or  Red  Elm 
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EUFHORBIACEiE. 
Euphorbia,  QmUato......  FlmrariBf  Spvge. 

E  Lathyrus. . ,  Caper  Spurga. 

E  hypericifoU*  Eye-bright. 

K  maculata   Spotted  S] nt-i-. 

Acal/pba,  Vilginica   Three-seeded  MercMry. 

PLA  TANACE.E. 
Plitanui,  oocidentalM.  Battoa  Wood,  Sycamore. 

tntncACE/R. 

Murus,  nibn  lUd  MuilieHy. 

Uportn,  CanaiiwMll,  WoodNottk. 

POm.  punaa  RidnraH,  Stales  Net. 

tir. 

Urtica,  dioica  .....Slinging  Nettle. 

U.....  arcns  Baming  or  Dwvf Mettte. 

Bodmwria,  qrlmdiica  FalM  Nettle. 

iHop. 


JUOLAMDAf  F  T 

Jugl&ns,  cinerea.  ............. . .  Butternut. 

J  nign.....  Black  Walnut. 

Caiya,  alba  Shag-baik  Ukkaty. 

•  •  *     IDIBCIHOaa.  •  •  •«•  ••••«..• . .MOCKCfBVK  ntLMMJm 

C  porcina   Hok  Walnut 

C  amara  UiUemut  tikkorjr. . 

CUPUUFER/E. 


Q. 
Q. 
0. 

Q. 


-White  Oik. 
.Bur  Oak. 

.Swamp  CliHtelit  Pit. 

.Swamp  While  Oik. 
.Rock  Oak. 
.Red  Oak. 
.ScwletOak. 
.BtechOek. 


Q  ilicifolia  Scrub  Oak. 

Q  prinoidcs.  Chiiiqucpin  Oak. 

CaManea,  vesca.   ..Chestnut. 

Fagu^  Aarraginw  Beech. 

Co^riiMt  AaeficHHi  Hml. 

C  rostrata  Beaked  HmI. 

OMrya,  Vtrginka  Iron  Wood. 

.  Water  Beedi. 


BETULACE-i:. 

Bctula,  knla  ,  ....Black  Birch. 

B  htce  Ydlov  Bfach. 

B  popuiifoiia  ^^^^^^•] 

B  . . . .  papyracea  Cane*  ] 

Man,  incana  

A....  acrraUta.  Smoofh  Alder. 

MYRICACE^ 
CSamptaBii,  e^wHbHa  .Sweat  ftn. 

SAUCACEiC 

Salix,  discolor  Ikt^  Willow . 

S. . . .  petioUm  Petioled  Willow. 

S. ...  SBficee. *••..•••. ...... ...SB^ WUow. 

S. . . .  TimlnaUi  .Basket  Osier. 

S  porpiina.  Purple  WtUow. 


Salix,  corcUta  .   Heart  leaved  Willow  . 

S  longifolia....  Long-leaved  Willow. 

S. . . .  ludda  Shining  WiUMP. 

S....  nigra  Black  Willow. 

S  alba  While  WBlow. 

S  myrlilloide*  Myrtle  Willow. 

S  humilis  Low  Willow. 

S  Uristis  Dwarf  Gray  WiUoir. 

S....  Uvida   Uvid  Willow. 

Aipalta,  tremolSUea  Anerkan  Aipcii,  While 

Poplar. 

1'  gmndidentata  Large-toothed  Aspen. 

P  dilatata  Lombardy  Poplar. 

P  mnniliirra   .Necklace  Poplar. 

P. .... .  CaadioaiM... .......... , Balis -of-Gilead. 


.While  Fine. 


CONIFERS. 

Piaa',  resini>»a  ... ......... .Norway  or  Red 

P  rigida  ,  Pitch  Pine. 

P....  Strobus  

Afaiaib  CanadeiMb  

Laifs,  Anerkaae  Amerkaii  Lerch. 

Thuja,  ocddentalts   Arbor  Vitx. 

Jnniperus,  communis  Common  Juniper. 

J  Virgiriiana  Kiii  Cedar. 

Tax  us,  Canartrnsit  Uwarf  Yew. 

AKACEdi. 

Arineim,  triphyllum  |ack-fa4he>PidplL 

A  <lraconfium  Green  Dragon. 

rdtandra,  Virginica  Arrow  Arum. 

Calls,  palustris  Wild  Calla. 

Acorus,  Calamus.   .Sweet  Flag. 


TYPHACEiE. 

Typha,  latifo!i,i  .......Cat-tall.  Reed 

Sparganium,  eurycarpttm  Bur  Reed. 

NAIADACE.E. 

paltutris  Horn  Pond  weed. 

CfaVtaol  Cbtytoa'fl] 

P. ..........  hyteidue. ........ .Paadweed. 

P  lucent  Shining  Pondwced. 

P  ampUfolius  Laige-leaved  Poodwcvd. 


AUSMACBA. 

Ainw.  Flantago  Water  Flantaku 

Sagittarta,  variabilis  Arrowhead. 

S  pu<iilla  Puny  Arrowhead. 

S. .......  heterophjrlla  Variom-leaved  Arow> 


in  DROCHARIDACE.E. 

Aii«chari%  Canadensis  Watenreed. 

VaUnnie*  tpiraUa.  Eel  Gfiea. 

ORCHIIMCES. 

MicTO<!v!H,  I r|>hiog!ossoides  Adder's  Month. 

Liparis,  liliiK)lid  Tway-lilade. 

ConOothixa,  oduflturliizHi  Coral  Root. 

C  aniltiflaia  Manj-flowerad  Conl 

Rool. 

Orchis,  spcctabOis  Showy  Orchis.  , 

O  psycodca....  Purple  Fringed  Oldrih 
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ORCHIDAt  K  i: 

PUuiithcra,  lacera...  Rag(;cd  Orchis. 

P  Hooked  Hooker's  Orchis. 

Arethusa,  bulboos  BiilboaB  ArethuM. 

PoKonia,  ophioglcMoidn..  Pogonb. 

Calopogon,  ]iulchellu».,,  Grass  Tink. 

Spirmnthes,  (gracilis  Ladies'  Trcssc^v. 

Goodyera,  pubocnu.  Ratdonake  Plantain. 

G  tepent  SouU  Rattkaake  Plan- 
tain. 

Listera,  cordata  Tway  Wade. 

Cypripodium,  acaulc  Fur|>k  I.ady's  Slipper. 

C.,..  parviflorum  Yellow  Lady's  Slipper. 

C  ipectabile  Shuwy  Lady'c  SU^ipcr. 

(  <  iMMELYNACE^ 
Ttadcmitia,  Virgiai<..i  Spider  Wort. 

XYIUDACK.i:. 
Xyrbt  Caroliiiiana  Yellow -eyed  Uraa*. 

A1IAKYLLIDACE.I-. 
IlyiMutyt,  eicda  Star-gnu. 

IklDACE.t. 

Iris,  versicolor...  Blnelli^. 

Siiyriachiaiii,  um^  


SmLACEiC 


Smilax,  rotundifoUa. 
S.... 


.(^nfoa  Plmrar. 


THH. 


TRItXIACBiB. 

Maddia(.a(nnnd 
im. 

SWIfacWafce^obi^ 
Bia  Flowtr  Fkiple  IMl. 
inm. 

T  grandifloruni  Large  White  TVflUuiB. 

Medeola,  wginka  Cocamber  Root. 

ULIACEiff. 

Lfllanj,  CmadcMe  YcOowLfly. 

1  superlwm  Tttrk's  (  «p. 

L  Philadclphicum  Field  Ijjy. 

Brytkrooluin,  Americamm  Ydlow  ErTlliraiiiinB. 

E  alUdum......  White  EryJhronium. 

Allinn,  tricoccum.  Laace-Icaved  Garlic. 

A  —  f'anadcnse  ^^''wdiiiB  Garlic 

A  vincaJc  Crow  Garlic. 

S— timiia.  bifoUa  Two-leaved 

S  Itifclla  TluMJaiTed  SokNnon*s  I 

Seal.  I 

S  MellaU  Star  Solomon'*  Seal.  ' 

S  raccinuaa.  Clustered  Solomoa's  Seal.  I 

Clintonia,  bofcali*....  WiM  Uly  of  the  Valley.  ' 

Fdyfooatani,  Mflorum  Smaller  Solomon'^  SmI. 

P  giRanteum  Oiaiit  SoIomoiA  Seal. 

Undaria.  scwilifolia  Bellwort.  Wild  Oats. 

U.  perfoliaU   .Mealy  Rellwort. 

U  grwidiflora  .....Lai|B  flo««ccd  Bellwert  j 


PitNTEDERlACK.K. 
Pootederia,  conl  iia  Pickerel  Weed. 

MELANTHAt  I..I:, 

McUnthium,  Virgiiucnm  i)uncht1i>wer. 

Veratrum,  viridc. .  .......   White  Ilellelwre. 

The  class  of  planu  known  as  Cyjteracetr,  or 
Sm^,  are  wdl  represented  in  the  county,  but  m 
the}'  arc  in  general  little  used  for  fotxl  or  in  tlie 
arts,  no  special  notice  or  arrangement  of  the  differ- 
ent species  irill  be  given.  Their  ooftne  heibsSB  is 
often  eaten  by  cattle,  yet  they  are  quite  deslknte 
of  the  sweet  and  muritiiuis  prnjicrties  of  the  prasses. 
Of  so  little  value,  apparently,  ilicir  abundance 
seesBs  to  authorixe  thebdief  that  tbejr  subserve 
some  important  purpose  in  the  economy  of  nature. 
The  sedges  grow  in  almost  all  localities,  but  are 
more  common  in  the  meadom,  maxshes  and 

swamps. 

The  Grammetf  or  Grastes,  are  universally  dif- 
fused, having  no  other  limits  than  those  that  bound 
vegetation  in  general.    But  the  species  and  their 

characteristics  are  wiiieh  different  a.s  affected  bv 
climate  and  cultivation.  This  lamily  of  plants 
contribttle  mote  to  the  sustenance  of  man  and 
bea-st  than  all  others  combined.  Their  sweet  and 
nutritious  properties  reside  both  in  the  iahuaceous 
albamen  of  the  seed  and  in  the  herbage;  To  AIs 
order  belong  the  aeveial  Itinds  of  grain  and  grass 
that  are  cultivated  in  the  county.  The  stems  of 
many  graa.ses  contain  sugar  in  vanable  quantities. 

The  grains  usually  culdvaied  are  Triticum 
sativum,  ff'in/mv/ira/ ;  T.  xsuviux),  Sf>ri»f^  U'heot ; 
T.  compo»iium,  Jugyptian  wheat ;  .Secale  cereale, 
Rre;  Hordeum  vulgare,  Barky;  H.  diatidinm, 
>rA  rd  Uirh'y;  A\ena  saliva.  Common  uat ;  vt-itb 
the  varieties  Bhck  and  Horse-mane  otUs;  Zea  Maj's, 
Mcme  or  fniim  mrn ;  Sorghum  saccharalum, 
Broom  corn. 

The  most  imi»ortant  of  the  cultivated  grass<^s  are 
Phleuin  pralense,  I'tmothy ;  several  species  of  Poa, 
Spw  grass,  Xm^  mmlm  grass.  Blot  grass. 
Meadow red^op,  Dactylis  i,'lomerafa.  Orchoi  J /^r.ms ; 
Agrostis,  Red-lop,  White-top,  Bent-grass,  and  some 
othera.  The  genus  Festnca  gives  Skader  fescue, 
Tatt fescue.  Meadow  fescue,  and  Hard fsscut  grots. 
Other  common  gra-sses  are  Hair  grass,  Red  or 
Btue-joini,  Fox-tail,  Finger  grass,  WUd  timothy, 
Si-mxa  or  S7t<eet  Vernal  grass,  and  Olcss  or  dktai. 

PV/crs  or  Firns  are  a  large  and  interesting  order 
of  flowerless  plants — admired  for  their  elegant, 
graceful  and  plume-like  foliage  and  distrngnisbed 
by  their  remarkable  method  of  reproduction,  the 
organs  of  which,  examined  with  the  aid  of  a  good 
lens,  cannot  ftil  to  interest  the  student  Their 
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localit)  is  scarcely  limited  by  geographical  lines. 
'Die  more  common  species  grow  upon  hard  moun- 
tain soil  and  in  twunpt  or  moist  woods.  Hiair 
fCotMrnic  uses  arc  limited,  so  far  as  now  known, 
to  their  medicinal  properties.  They  are  much 
soQgfat  and  cultivated  for  ornament 

Poljrpodium  vulgare,  Commm  pohpodt  P.  Phe- 
gopteris,  Triangular  polypod,  As|)idium  acrostich- 
Oides,  Christmas  fern  ;  A.  Theljpteris,  Marsh  shield 
fern;  A.  maiginale,  Marginal  MM  fern;  A. 
dilatatum.  Broad  shield  fern  ;  Aspleniamebcneum, 
J^my  i^^leemtMtrt i  A.  Trichomanes  Dwar/ spleen- 
wart  A.  Angoatifblium,  Namm>4eaoei  spleen' 
Wiirt ;  A.  Ruia-muraria,  Wall-rue  spleemvort  ; 
A.  Filix-fcemina,  Lady  f'l  rn ;  Woodsia  Uvensis, 
Rusfy  Woodsia,  I'teris  aqutlina,  Common  brake ;  P. 
•tropaviMiica,  ,JMk  iemte/  A^aatttm  pedatnm, 

Maidenhair ;  Dicksonia  pil<>sius(:til  i.  Fine-haired 
mountain  /ern ;  Osmunda  cinnaniomea,  CumO' 
mm-€ehrti  fern;  O.  Kgalia^  Reytd-fknermg 
/em;  Cystoptcris  h\i\\nfvn. Bu&-iearmg Cystopieris ; 
C  fragilis,  Brittle  fern  ;  Onoclea  sensibilis,  Sensitive 
/em— It  among  the  ferns  found  in  Albany  County. 

TYntEfmutaeeamHarselaSs,  (Rashes),  an  order 
of  vegetables  growing  in  wet  grounds,  on  ri\er 
banks  and  borders  of  moist  woods,  are  represented 
in  the  county  by  Equisetum  hyemale.  Scouring 
nsk;  K.  ar\ense.  Field  horsetail ;  E.  HmOSlim, 
Pipea  ■An<.\  K.  syK-aticuni,  Wmhi  horsetail. 

Of  the  Lycopodiaceif  or  Clui  mosses,  we  have  Ly- 
oopodium  ctavatum,  Ommun  ehd  mots;  L  com- 
plan;U\im.  Grnund  pine;  I,.  Dcndn >iilciini.  Tree 
club  moss;  Sclaginella  rujK-sttis.  J\i><k  club  moss. 

NATURAL  lll>  r<  )KV. 

QOAURUPKDS. — ^I'wo  hundred  and  scvcnty-iive 
ytm  ago,  in  ascending  die  noble  river  that  bean 
his  name,  Henry  Hudson  saw  upon  its  hanks  a 
race  of  people  clad  in  rude  garments  and  armed 
vith  the  ancient  bow  and  airows.  They  were  na* 
tives  of  the  forest;  and,  like  the  animals  about 
them,  wild,  fierce  and  savage.  The  early  immi- 
grants to  this  country  met  the  same  wandering  na- 
tives of  the  woods,  and  with  them  the  wild  beasts 
that  roamed  both  hill  and  valley,  a  terror  and  dread 
by  day  and  by  night  Where  are  they  now  i  I  he 
laws  of  dviHsation,  the  ax  and  the  plow,  have 
wonderfully  interfered  with  their  rights  and  des- 
troyed their  freedom  of  domain.  No  more  is 
heard  in  our  county  of  the  savage  war-whoop  of 
the  Indian,  the  ferocious  bark  of  the  wolf,  the 
piercing'  t  ry  nf  tlic  wild  i,  ;U,  tin-  ^rrnw!  of  the  hear, 
or  the  plaintive  bleat  of  tiie  deer.  These  ammals, 
once  common  m  the  county  and  luniHar  to  the 


early  settleni,  have  disappeared.  No  longer  does 
the  bea>'er  afford  profit  or  amusement  to  the 
hunter.  The  otter,  too,  has  gone,  and  with  it  the 
hedge-hog  and  the  porcupine.  Two  years  ago, 
near  the  farm  of  Hon.  Erastus  Coming,  a  porcu- 
pine was  diot,  which  is  preserved  as  a  specimen 
in  the  Museum  of  Natural  History,  at  Albany. 
The  noble  bison  and  elk,  monarchs  of  the  forest, 
if  they  once  roamed  our  forests  in  freedom,  as 
some  believe,  have  sought  more  secure  and  fiivored 
retreats. 

Among  tile  primitive  quadruped!)  yet  to  be  found 
In  the  county  are  the  fox,  nccoon,  woodchuck, 
skunk,  grey  and  white  rabbit,  muskrat,  mink, 
wea.sel,  grey  and  red  squirrel,  striped  and  flying 
squirrel,  mole,  mice  of  sevetal  khldar*U  insig- 
nificant as  compared  with  thoae  proud  ooeupanU 
of  our  old  forests. 

Birds. — ^The  birds  form  no  small  part  ot  the 
natural  history  of  the  coun^.  Many  of  them, 
with  their  joyous  songs,  aiC  welcome  harbingers  of 
spring,  assuring  us  tbtf  the  icy  fetters  of  winter 
are  broken,  that  the  mild  rays  of  the  vernal  sun 

will  soon  warm  the  earth.  The  husbandman  is 
made  glad  when  he  hears  the  first  note  of  the  blue- 
bird, the  rapturous  music  of  the  robin,  or  the 
mdlow  call  of  the  whip-poor-wiU. 

Amont^  our  rapacious  liirds  are  the  great  hen- 
hawk,  goshawk,  pigeon-hawk,  shrike  or  butcher- 
bird, the  grey,  homed  and  barn  owl,  crow,  great 
blue  heron,  small  heron,  bittern  and  kingfisher. 
Hut  few  game  birds  are  found  in  the  county,  and 
these  are  protected  by  stringent  htws.  During  the 
I  few  months  in  which  they  can  be  legally  killed, 
the  huntsmen  seem  to  have  no  tlumeht  for  tht' 
future,  but  are  so  recklesis  tliat  few  remain  lor  tlie 
neM  aeaaon's  rq>roduction.  Futridge^  woodcoA, 
I  snipe,  jilover  and,  rarely,  a  quail,  with  an  occa- 
sional meadow  lark,  comprise  the  list 

Among  the  song  birds  are  the  roWn,  golden  and 
orchard  oriole,  brown  and  wood  dirush,  cat4inl, 
j  bobolink,   bluebird,    grey  and   hedge  sparrow, 
cliirp  and  yellow  bird,  titmouse,  red  and  black- 
winged  phoebe,  Uuejay,   kingbiid,  blackbird, 
'  barn,  chimney  and  mason  swano\\s.  scleral  kinds 
I  of  woodpeckers,  crested  tit,  house  wren,  cuckoo, 
I  dove,  whip-poor-will,  night-hawk  and  several  vari- 
j  etics  of  the  humming-birds,  and  the  cedar  Or 
j  cherry  bird.    The  habits  of  these  birds  are  as 
I  various  as  the  classes  they  represent    The  greater 
1  number  are  migrratc>ry,  arriving  here  during  the 
spring  months.     The  first  to  !c:uc  is  the  lioI«»- 
link ;  otiicrs  follow  at  irregular  intervals.  Almost 
I  the  last  to  leave  ibr  a  more  genial  cHme  is  the 
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robin.  Th«  indiscriminate  and  wanujn  destnictkM 
of  oar  bannkw  birdf  bjr  the  ruthless  sportsmen 
is  having  a  marked  diect  apon  the  increase  of 
iOMCti  Kid  worms,  injurioos  to  wgeution. 

FisHFs.  —  The    creeks  running  through  the 
county,  as  well  as  the  Hudson,  eariy  abounded  in 
frik,   Fik«»Ml«laifeofi«raccaaglite«ai  ia  Fob  . 
Creek,  now  filled  up  or  used  as  a  covered  sewer. 
A  stuigeon  was  sold  for  a  kniie  in  that  early  day.  , 
SriinoR  Ins  raidj  beat  fsaad  in  oar  ihner,  tte  Mi  • 
prcfernn^' clearer,  rocky  riven^litetbe  Connecticut 
and  Keimfl>cc.     Herring  once  made  Saratoga 
Lake  their  grand  rendezvous,  and  were  in  plenty. 
The  daaw  \am  tamed  Acm  aumr.    Shad  aad 

bass  are  not  j>!f  ntiful  so  far  up  stream  as  our  county 
foe  lack  of  suiuble  accommodations ;  but  they  are 
ebwodant  ia  the  river,  as  are  aleo  the  oaaal  tarie^ 
of  snail  Ml  Trout  was  once  teiy  abmdeat  ia 
the  dear  ttfcaras  of  the  county. 

The  aharp-ooaed  stuigeoo,  caught  in  the  Hnd- 
eoPfiefioailbttriod^&ethi  length,  and  variee 
hn  weight  from  ico  to  450  pounds.    A  few  years  ' 
•ga  one  was  caught  weighing  486  pounds,    'llie  | 
anaoal  catdi  oofluaenoee  ta  April  and  cootiiraea  | 
into  the  autumn.    This  fish  is  caught  in  most  of 
the  fishing  places  from  New  York  bay  to  Troy,  , 
and  Is  a  great  faforite  hi  tha  river  towaa    It  b  1 
somethnes  celled  "Aihaaf  haeC  "  Its  oil  is  uied  I 
ff>r  the  same  purpose  as  sperm  oil,  and  in  the  treat-  | 
menl  of  cutji  and  bruises.    A  favorite  place  for  i 
ipawataf  wasflooaatthehoMoaiof  CohoeaFaUe.  | 

lis  rocs  or  cugs  furnish  one  of  the  mo«t  alluring 
bates  to  Uie  angler,  as  base  and  many  other  fish 
ddighthithen  ftrlbod.  I 

RcmLia. — Of  snakes  there  are  %'cr)-  few,  and  of 
the  poisonous  cbss  none.  The  lattlesnafc^  once 
so  common  in  die  county,  Is  Bo  more  to  be 
dreaded. 

The  list  comprise^  the  black-snake  ami  chaser, 
milk,  water,  garter  and  green  snakes.  Some 
Hnrds,  newts  and  toads  of  several  varieties  are  | 

found. 

EMTOMOLOGy. — Varied  as  are  the  subjects  con- 
nected irith  d»e  Natural  Histoiy  of  Albany  O  >un(y,  | 
that  of  entomology  is  not  the  least    Miti\  insects 
are  knosvn  to  be  injurious  to  trees,  slirubs  ami 
plants  under  cultivation  ;  many  are  destructive  to 
domeedc  Ihhrios.  and  hi  maay  ways  are  peels  m  | 
the  houM',  in  the  irarilcn.  and  in  the  field  an<l  for- 
est.   A  knowledge  of  their  history',  habits,  charac-  > 
ter,  propagation  and  natural  enemies,  with  ptactical  < 
■Mggwrtinns  for  their  contrd,  and  the  best  means 
and  remedies  for  their  destnictioo,  should  be  of  | 
much  interest  and  valae^  I 


The  Entomological  History  of  New  York  Sttle 
was  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  Fitch  for  nkany 
years,  who  made  ver\-  extensive  collections  ia 
Albany  and  Washington  cfjunties.  For  ten  years 
after  Dr.  Fitch's  death  n«)  work  was  done  by  the 
State  in  that  branch  of  tutuial  histor}-,  and  much 
nJaaUetfanewasfaeL 

In  1870,  the  work  was  resumed  by  Dr.  J.  h. 
Lintner,  who  was  appointed  Sute  EntomoiogisL 
For  the  hut  filkeen  years,  large  and  eateneive  col- 
lections have  been  made  by  him  and  his  associates 
for  the  Stale  collection,  for  pri\-ate  cabinets,  and 
for  distribution  in  various  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  ia  Enrope 

.Mbany  County  has  a  favorite  infiect-collccting 
ground  at  the  "  Center, "  on  the  R  Y.  Central  R.  R.. 
a  few  miles  KofHi  West  fron  Albany.  TUi  also 
affords  many  {rianls  for  the  bounist  not  obuined 
anywhere  else.  The  Sciemh^c  American  says, ' '  The 
hatteiflies—Z^^«A;^ftrv— collected  in  diis  ptece  aia 
laaie  extensive  than  in  any  other  locahty."  TUa 
is  one  '<{  the  localities  in  the  State  where  the  17 
year  locusts,  Cicada-iiepiemdectm,  will  ap^icar  in 
1885. 

Dr.  Lintner  has  given  sjiccial  attention  to  the 
many  injurious  species,  in  order  10  counteract  their 
ravages  and  confine  their  ana  of  depfcdatioas  bj 
proper  remedies,  and  to  the  heat  means  for  their 
eradication.  The  subject  is  one  of  great  interest 
to  the  larmer  and  llie  cultivator  of  every  species  ot 
plaat-Ufe;   Flies,  beetles,  moths,  wonns,  etc,  are 

the  bane  of  the  pro'^'ressi\  e  ;»i;ricuUuri.st.  who  is  con- 
stantly subjected  to  ttie  ravages  of  these  pests.  Our 
space  allows  only  a  brief  notice  of  a  few  of  the 
more  injurious  pests  that  are  common  in  the  county. 

The  wheat-midge,  Dtpiosis  Iritici,  formerly 
ver)'  destructive,  but  of  lale  years  its  effect  npon 
the  wheat  crop  has  not  been  perceptible.  1  he 
apple-tree  borer,  Siif^erdi:  Ciiniiiih,  and  the  peach- 
tree  borer,  ^Egerta  exUiosa,  are  so  common  to  the 
orchardist  dwt  they  need  no  special  descripticm. 
L'nless  they  meet  with  constant  warfare,  the  trees 
in  time  succumb  to  their  work,  in  May  and 
October  every  tree  should  be  carefully  examined, 
and  if  any  bork-dust  orgmnvings  are  seen  at  the  f<^t 
of  the  tree,  use  a  sharp  knife  and  destroy  the  grub  : 
or,  with  a  wire,  follow  the  channel  made,  and  put 
an  end  to  Ibrther  piogiess. 

To  prevent  eggs  beini,'^  depcsiied,  a  shield  of  tin 
or  tarred  paper  may  encircle  the  tree  for  1 8  inches 
in  height 

1  he  injuries  of  the  currant  worm,  Xemahts  vm- 
/ricosus.  have  beeu  quite  severe  with  the  currant  and 
gooseberr)  crop;  but  it  has  had  a  vigorous  attack 
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made  upon  it  by  a  minute  parasite,  which  oviposits 
in  its  eggs  and  destroys  them,  and  has  thereby  done 
very  much  towards  arresting  its  ravages.  Among 
the  lemedies  most  potent  Tor  the  destruction  of  tlic 
currant  worm  is  Persian  insect  powder,  or  /'\n- 
thrum,  and  powdered  Hellebore  dusted  upon  tlie 
leaves  when  motst  with  dew  or  rain.  The  Helle- 
bore may  be  used  mixed  with  water,  and  qirinkled 
from  a  water-pot  having  a  fine  ruse. 

The  Colorado  potato-beetle,  Doryophora 
«Mb^  made  its  appearance  in  Albany  County  in  1874. 
aiooe  which  time  it  has  been  a  plague  to  the  farmer. 
Wth  perseverance  and  occasional  application  of 
Paria-gnen  inoorpoiated  with  ground  plaater,  or 
thorougJily  mixed  with  water,  the  ravages  of  the 
grub  can  be  controlled.  It  has  many  enemies; 
nearly  30  other  insects  prey  upon  it 

The  carjHM  beetle.  Anihrenus  scrapAuhrue,  re- 
ceived its  fint  scientific  notice  in  tiiis  country  by 
Dr.  Lintner,  of  Albany,  in  the  year  1876.  From 
examples  taken  in  Schenectady,  its  true  character 

wa.s  first  ascertained,  and  its  haliitv  nml  life- 
history  established.  It  has  been  very  abundant 
and  destructive  in  Schenectady  and  Albany,  in  the 

l:iHcr  tin  abounding  in  the  early  summer  ujion 
umbelliferous  plants  in  Washington  Park.    Its  dis-  . 
tribution  throng  dieStateand  other  Stales  is  rapidly 
extending.    E  very  eflfort  should  be  made  to  arrest 
its  spread  h\  ttu-  free  use  of  benzine  in  its  haunt-s. 

The  white-marked  tussioclt  moth,  (Jrgyia  leucos- 
ifgma,  haa  been  a  graat  pest  in  Albany  and  Scben- 
ectady  for  a  number  of  years,  having;  at  tinitBB, 
almost  deioliated  the  elms  and  horae-diesniMB  of 
our  itraets,  and  the  plum-trees  of  our  gardens.  It 
is  believed  that  the  great  increase  of  this  pest  in 
recent  years  is  due  to  the  introduction  of  the  Kng- 
Ush  sparrow,  which  makes  war  u]>on  and  drives 
away  the  few  birds  that  feed  upon  the  hairy  cater- 
pillars, of  which  the  Orjryiti  is  one. 

Another  pest  that  has  been  quite  destructive  of 
late  yean^  is  the  rose-bug,  ot  Maermh^i/liu  ttiktfm- 


Tlie  cabbage  worm— larva  of  a  butterfly,  onler 
LepidopUn^yn^  int  noticed  in  Albany  County  by 
Dr.  lintner,  in  July,  187a  It  was  introduced  into 
this  country  al>out  1857.  It  came  to  Albany  and 
vicinity  m  July  1870.  This  butterfly  is  the  bane  of 
every  cabbage  grower,  and  its  huvu  !■  the  dread  of 
cvcrv  cook.  It  is  a  voracious  eater,  and  great 
numbers  of  worms  are  often  found  in  a  single  head 
of  cabbage;  The  natural  enemy  of  the  ehiysalides 
is  the  larva  of  a  minute  parasitic  fly,  known  as 
Pteromalus  puparum.  Another  parasite  of  the  cab- 
bage worm  is  known  as  ApanUies  congregata. 


Another  parasite  is  the  larva  of  a  two-winged  fly, 
belonging  to  the  genus  'Tackma.  This  Tockuia  baa 
been  bred  in  considerable  numben  by  Dr.  Lintner. 

The  following  remedies  for  the  cabbage  worm 

are  used:  liot  water.  130"  Fahrenheit,  the  water  to 
be  boiling  hot,  when  put  in  the  watering-pot; 
I^rrethram,  or  Persian  insect-powder,  haltounoe, 

with  two  gallons  water,  or  half  an  ounce  mixetl 
with  some  dry  substance,  and  sprinkled  on  the 
cabbage. 

There  are  many  hedges  of  spruce  in  Alban\ 
County,  and  the  tree  is  extensively  planted  for  .shade 
and  ornament;  therefore,  it  ma}  be  well  to  notice 
an  enemy,  recently  discovered,  which  has  proved 
to  be  very  destructive  to  the  spruce  ;ind  fir  trees.  It 
is  called  elsewhere  the  Upruce-bud  Tortrix 
Fumi/ertpu.  Besides  climatic  causes,  dw  qtruoe 
is  likely  to  meet  with  the  ravages  of  this  new  enemy  ; 
and  if  once  introduced,  our  hedges  will  be  at  their 
mercy.  It  has  appeared  in  the  Sute  already.  The 
defoHadon  of  spruce-trees  is  sufficient'either  to  kill 
tlie  trees  outriglil.  or  so  weaken  them,  that  bark- 
boring  beetles  can  complete  the  work  of  destruction. 
Trees  attacked  1^  these  caterpillara  kx>k  as  if  a 
light  fire  had  passed  through  them.  It  feeds  upon 
the  leaves  or  needles  of  the  terminal  shoots,  and 
while  at  its  work  scarcely  alters  the  appearance  of 
the  tree,  and  its  preaenoe  is  known  only  when  the 

worms  are  abimd.uit  cnom;!!  to  defoliate  tlie  trees. 

The  imported  clui-lcal  beetle,  Gallerucvila  XoH' 
^Hmdana. — The  depredations  of  this  pest  have 

become  widelv  extended  throni,'hout  the  North 
eastern  States,  preying  upon  the  elms.  The  ^gs 
are  deposited  in  an  upright  position  upon  the  under 
side  of  the  leaves,  generally  in  two,  more  or  less 
irregular  rows.  The  eggs  are  close  together  and 
firmly  fastened  to  the  leaf;  they  vary  in  number 
from  iDvr  or  five  to  twentyidve ;  in  diapc^  oUong, 
oval,  obtusely  pointed  at  the  liji,  and  (if  a  straw- 
yellow  color.  I'he  duration  of  tlie  egg-slate  is 
about  one  week.  The  larvK  are  dcstractive  to  the 
foliage  from  May  to  August,  and  have  about  two 
weeks  of  active  life  between  the  egg  and  pupa 
state.  During  this  time  they  devour  the  leaves, 
which  become  skeletonized.    The  beetle 


the  worms  in  its  destructive  work,  but  the  worms 
do  the  most  damage.  In  the  month  of  September 
the  beetles  prepare  for  bibeniation,  seeUng  shdier 
in  hollow  trec-s,  in  the  gr'iund,  under  old  leaves, 
and  remain  dormant  until  the  following  spring. 
Hie  remedies  recommended  are  many — such  as 
tarring  the  trees,  oil  and  ur  gutters  around  the  base 
of  the  tree,  hot  water  and  tobacco  juice,  arsenical 
preparations,  Paris-green,  London  purple,  in  pro- 
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portioa,  one-half  pound,  flour  three  quarts,  and 

water  40  gallons. 

In  tlie  wide  range  of  insect  life  few  fonns 
possess  a  greater  vitality  than  is  found  among  the 
bofk-Uce,  and  none  are  more  readily  transported 
upon  plants  from  plate  to  place,  and  from  one 
country  to  another.  Among  the  remedies  tlie 
following  it  one  whidi  was  piroved  in  piMtice 
useful  when  a  moderate  qnantitjr  of  emubion  is 

required  : 

Kerosene  two  gallons,  common  soap  or  whale- 
otl  toap  one-half  pound,  water  one  gallcHi.  Heat 

the  solution  of  soap  and  add  it  hoilinp  hot  to 
the  kerosene.  Churn  the  mixture  thoroughly, 
which,  when  cool,  fonns  a  thick  cream ;  dilute, 
hefore  using,  one  part  of  the  mixture  «ith  nine 
parts  of  cold  water.  The  above  gives  three 
gallons  of  emulsion,  and  makes,  when  diluted,  30 
gallona  of  wash.  The  percentage  of  oil  can  be 
considerably  increased,  as  can  also  the  amount  »)f 
soap,  without  danger  to  most  trees  or  plants. 
Kerosene  differs  firom  most  other  remedhU  agenl^ 
in  being  entirely  harmless  to  tender  young  growths, 
blossom  buds  and  young  fruit,  if  properly  diluteil. 
It  may  therefore  be  applied  to  bearing  trees  at 
sea»on.s  when  other  insectcides  would  cause  more 
or  less  loss  of  ;^r<>\vth  anti  of  fruit.  The  most 
hvorable  season  for  applying  kerosene  washes  is, 
ondoahtedlf,  early  spring,  as  soon  or  as  all  danger 
of  frost  is  past 

The  reports  of  Prof.  Riley,  of  the  I)e|>artment  of 
Agriculture,  and  of  Prof.  J.  A.  Lintner,  State 
Entomologiit,  have  been  v«y  hdplul  hi  die  prqiaia- 
tion  of  this  section.  Mucb  more  might  be  added, 
if  our  space  would  aDow. 

XETEOROLOGY. 

The  principal  timber  or  trees  yet  gro\vi!m  wyon 
the  hiils  and  in  the  small  patches  of  forest  are 
pines,  white,  yellow  and  pitdi ;  oaks,  several  vari- 
eties ;  maples,  birch,  beech,  elm,  hemlock,  chest- 
nut and  hickory;  on  the  sandy  regions,  dwarf 
species  of  evergreen  treefc  Red  cedar  grows  to  a 
limited  extent  ia  several  localities,  particularly 


upon  todkf  wastes    llie  Uw  of  demand  has 

a^-icrtn!  its  prerogative  in  the  general  physical 
characteristics  of  the  county,  which  is  well  illus- 
tiated  hf  the  rapid  denudation  and  recent 
destruction  of  forests  for  the  requirements  of 
modem  progress  and  internal  improvements. 
While  theae  add  laigely  to  the  wealth  of  tfw 
country,  agriculture  is  in  a  measure  deprived  of 
its  greatest  need,  an  abundant  rainfall.  The  one 
thing  essential  to  fertility  is  a  constant  supply 
of  water,  and  this  is  supplied  by  condensation  Iroim 

the  atmosphere,  which  appears  in  the  form  of  snow 
or  rain,  depending  upon  the  temperature  and 
surrounding  physical  condition  of  the  locally. 
When  we  estimate  the  number  of  acres  of  forest 
that  are  required  for  fuel  and  building  material, 
and  the  almost  unlimited  demand  made  to  supply 
the  railroads,  we  can  readily  see  how,  in  a  few 
years,  the  whole  character  of  the  climate  and 
productions  of  a  region  may  be  changed  by  the 
destruction  of  its  forests.  Trees,  with  forest 
\ fi^etation,  perform  an  imiiortnnt  ftim  tion  in  the 
great  economy  of  nature.  The}  furnish  natural 
barrieis  sgainM  sudden  floods;  their  roots  peraicHte 
the  soil,  and  thus  prevent  torrents  from  sweeping 
away  the  .soil  and  convening  the  accumulated  d^ra 
in  heaps  upon  the  cultivated  land.  The  foliage  of 
the  trees,  which  present  such  an  immense  suifece, 
condenses  the  atmospheric  moisture,  which  wovdd 
otherwise  be  taken  on  the  aerial  currents  and 
carried  away.  Physical  geography  denonstrates 
this  feet,  that  the  deslniction  of  forest  L'rowth 
diminishes  the  amount  of  rainiiUl  in  that  regioiL 
In  accordance  with  natuial  laws,  tiie  fenili^ 
depends,  in  a  great  degree,  upon  tliis.  Therefore, 
to  destroy  the  forests  is  to  diminish  one  of  the  great 
sources  of  productiveness  of  the  soil.  It  is  clear, 
therefore,  that  the  destruction  of  the  forests  bat  • 

direct  infiiii-ncf-  upon  agriculture,  by  diminishing 
the  quaniii)  of  rainfell,  inducing  drouth  by 
uninterrupted  rays  of  the  sun,  and  by  the  wind 
currents  which  meet  with  no  obstrUGtlODS  and 
cause  less  deposit  of  moisture. 

Under  this  head  other  facts  of  interest  will  be 
given  hi  die  history  of  the  Gty  of  Albany. 
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Table  slmwinf:  monthly  rainfall  anil  mean  temperature,  for  each  month  of  the  year,  from  1S74  tn  1884. 
induiiive,  as  obtained  from  the  records  of  the  "United  States  Signal  Service,"  at  Albany,  kept 
by  Major  John  O.  Bune& 

RAIOTAI.I.. 


1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1877. 

1878. 

1879. 

1880. 

1881. 

1883. 

1883. 

Inches* 

Inclics* 

Indies* 

May  

Joiy  

Total  for  year. 

361 
3.90 
I  97 

497 
2.32 

4-7« 

6.78 

4.01 
1.77 

0.7I 

2.14 

1.65 

3-»7 

a-5" 
398 
3.46 

2.63 

5-97 
2.29 
t.ii 

«S7 

2.96 
4.40 

4-97 
0.53 

1.64 
a.6s 
3.43 

0.^ 

3-33 
1.42 

*-77 
4.60 
4.00 

7.86 
a.70 

a7i 

4-45 
4.12 

2.18 

3  <W 

3-  65 

4-  54 

5-  5* 
3-37 
3.20 

337 

2.^ 

3-  79 
3  '7 
0.89 

4-  6i 

5-  io 
4-25 
3-47 
1.24 
3.56 

4.23 

3.96 
3.67 
3.17 

511 

3.31 

3.86 

2-45 

2.49 

3.0t 

3.86 

3.ra 
3-80 
'54 
39° 
3- 76 
3.33 
3.07 
2.38 
3.19 

'A 

2.64 

3-3' 
1.79 
1.27 

3-^ 
3-97 
1.38 

7-79 
a  27 

0-97 
*M 

2.43 

«-77 
3.6s 
3.20 
6.30 
5.96 
3-69 
3- "9 
3-49 
1.14 
a.55 

2.  <>8 

3-85 

4.C0 
2.09 

504 

1 80 
2.64 
344 

3.  ao 

37-93 

38*5 

38.  la 

3&09 

«.37 

38.S6 

33-I« 

39*37 

38.90 

The  greatest  rainfall  for  any  year  wa.s  in  1878.  The  lea.st  rainfall  in  1880.  The  greatest  rainfall 
for  any  month  was  October,  1877.  Tbe  least  for  any  one  month  was  October,  i88s.  The  total  rainfidl 
for  the  loll  ten  ytm  was  38a38  inches,  and  the  average  yearly  ndnldl  for  10  jreais  was  38.038  indiea. 


TABLE  OF  MEAN  TEMPERATURE  AS  RECORDED  AT  AI.BANT  BV  U.  S.  S.  S. 


1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1877. 

1878. 

1879. 

1880. 

1881. 

1883. 

1883. 

18S4. 

Degj. 

Degs. 

Deg«. 

Degf. 

Degt. 

Degi. 

Deg«. 

Dcgs. 

Deg». 

Deg*. 

March  

May  

h--  

28.2 
33.2 
33.2 
36  6 

SI 

4i^.8 

36  4 

28  0 

14  5 

26  4 
39  ' 
57  3 
66  9 
69  8 
72  7 

31  8 
«6.8 

29. 3 
24  8 
29.9 
42.9 
57  « 

71  5 
73  7 

72  7 

4I.0 

39S 
17.3 

17  I 

28.8 

30  4 
46  3 

T  f 

71  8 

63  8 

49  5 
40-4 

31  3 

23  « 

38  4 

.5^  5 

73  « 
70.3 

«3.7 

5'  5 
37« 

a7-7 

17  9 
>9  3 

30  S 

43.0 

60.8 

66  0 
71. 1 

67  9 
59  6 
58-9 

M 

30  8 
28.3 
32  7 

71  8 

74  9 
70  9 
64  9 

37.4 
*S» 

19  8 
27.2 
38.8 
47  0 

65  3 
6s  I 

73  <) 
73  5 
7'  7 
55  « 

27  4 
32.6 
38  S 
47  0 
55  9 

(K).0 

73  8 
73  0 

56.4 

4«  4 

31  2 

233 
28  7 
30.1 

47  3 
59  « 
72.0 
72  8 
69.9 
61  2 
50.9 
44-0 
31.0 

33-0 

35  ! 
47  8 

59.1 

72-5 

7«7 

si 

5i  3 
38.4 
37.8 

Aicafe  te  each 



48.7 

46.7 

46  3 

46.9 

48.1 

S04 

5»  4 

Si.o 

49.3 

SO.3 

1 1 1  g  h  e  !<  t  in  the 

96 

92 

90 

93 

9» 

92 

9" 

93 

92 

94 

92.3 

1  ^wt-st   

16 

18 

8 

7 

8 

,0 

10 

14 

8  5 

»5  9 

Average  icnipcraiure  for  ten  jears,  48.33  deigiees.    The  highest  temperature  for  any  year  was  1881, 
and  die  lowest,  1875.   Tbe  cddeat  msMki  was  Januaiy,  1875.  The  coldest  days  weiein  1875  and 
1878.   Tbe  hottest  month  was  July,  188a  The  hottest  day  was  hi  1881. 
s 
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THE  IROQUOIS  INDIANS. 
Hie  earlj  histotjr  of  Albany  Coun^,  like  that  of 
every  section  of  <iur  country,  is  more  or  less  in- 
timat^  oonnected  witli  Uiat  uf  ilic  aboriginal  In- 
dian.  When  the  Hal/'momt  fiiat  entered  the 
"great  river"  which  gives,  "as  long  as  water 
runs,"  immortality  to  the  name  of  Hudson,  it  met 
hostility  and  marder  from  the  savages  tint  dirdt 
around  its  lower  waters.  Sailing  up  the  river,  a 
few  duys  later,  with  the  same  ship  antl  crew,  it  is 
recorded  of  the  savages  that  ' '  we  found  very  loving 
people  and  veiy  old  men,  wheie  we  were  well 

used."  These  Indians  Viclonged  to  two  great 
fiunilies.  The  former  were  of  the  Algonquins  or 
A<firondacka,  of  whidi  the  Manhattan  and  the 
Delaware  tribes  occupied  the  territory  about  New 
York  City  and  the  valley  of  the  Delaware  River. 
With  these  the  early  settlers  upon  Manhattan  and 
Long  Mand  and  the  lower  Hudson  Valley  had 
much  trouble,  involving  dcsirm  tion  of  property 
and  barbarian  devastation  and  murder.  The  lat- 
ter were  called  Iroquois  by  the  French ;  Fhe^ 
afterward  Six  Nations,  by  the  Knglish ;  and,  by 
themselves,  Aquanaschioni,  signifying  a  united 
people,  or  Ongue-houwe,  a  superit)r  jicople,  Tbcse 
were  divided  into  tribes,  under  the  separate  tuunes 
of  Mohawks,  Oneidas,  Onondagas,  Cayugas  and 
Scnecas,  to  which  were  added  later  the  1  uscaroras. 

At  the  time  the  eaily  traden  came  up  die  Hud- 
son, these  tribes  claimed  most  of  the  territory  now 
constituting  the  State  of  New  York  and  a  portion 
of  Ftennsylvania,  as  tlieir  hunting  gnyiind&  Here 
they  had  their  callages,  and  the  lands  (hey  claimed 
as  their  own.  No  one  could  tell  how  they  came 
here  or  when.  Hwjr  «ete  distinguished  above  all 
other  Indians  of  North  America  for  intelligence, 
eloquence,  endurance  and  cruelty.  Rut  they  re- 
ceived the  early  Dutch  traders  in  the  most  friendly 
manner,  and  for  a  great  many  years  retabied  with 

them  m<ist  pcaccTu!  rchitintis  in  trade,  even  while 
carrying  on  war  with  others  in  aspiritof  inplacable 
revenge,  with  all  the  varieties  of  tortute  and  bar- 
barity of  which  the  race  was  capable. 

A  firm  and  lasting  treaty  of  alliance  and  peace, 
it  is  said,  was  made  between  the  great  confederacy 
of  the  Five  Nations  and  die  IXitch,  in  1618,  as  be- 
fore suggested,  on  thehill  TawasagunshcL'.  near  the 
banks  of  the  Tawalsontba  Creek,  now  Norman's 
Kill,  just  south  of  Albany.  There  was  no  love  be- 
tween these  contracting  parties,  any  more  than  is 
usual  between  nations  who  make  politic  treaties  of 
amity  and  commerce.  It  was  a  contract  of  selfish- 
ness and  duewdneas.  And  as  long  as  it  was 
matoattj-  adrantigeoas  it  was  nnlnoken. 


Let  us  explain  the  circumstances.  The  Dutch 
came  here  for  money-making.     'Iliey  saw  a  rich 

j  mine  in  the  fur  trade.  The  Indians  knew  the 
places  of  the  beaver  and  tlie  otter,  and  how  to 
place  thdr  Airs  in  tiie  bands  of  these  eager  traders. 
They,  in  turn,  desired  the  Euro}>ean  trinkets,  the 
white  man's  fire-water,  and  his  fearfully  destructive  ' 
fire-anns.  These  mutual  inteiesis  would  best  be 
.secured  by  mutual  ])eace  and  helpfulness. 

These  Five  Nations — made  Six  Nations  by  the  ac- 
cession of  the  Tuscaroras  in  1714— Itad  fonued  a 
confederacy  of  tribes  long  before  this  date.  The 
Mohawks  were  the  most  powerful  ;  the  Onondagas 
kept  the  great  council  fire  ever  burning,  near  where 
now  Is  the  City  of  Syracnse.  They  all  had  their 
villages  and  patches  of  ground,  where  dwelt  Ihcir 
squaws,  who  cultivated  com,  peas,  beans,  po- 
tatoes, melons,  and  cared  for  the  in&nt  papooses. 
They  also  had  rude  castles,  made  with  fialisades 

'  and  brush  work.  The  Mohawks,  as  told  tons, 
had  hvc  castles  in  1 630,  viz.  :  Moenemines  Castle, 
ritnated  on  Haver  Island,  at  the  month  of  the 
Mohawk  River ;  one  at  Schenectady;  one  at 
Fort  Hunter,  at  the  outlet  of  Schofaiaic  Ckedt, 
called  Ticondentia;  one  in  Ae  present  town  oi 
Mohawk,  called  C^n^nawaga ;  one,  the  great 
castle,  in  the  jtresent  town  of  Danube,  called  Cana- 
joharie.  At  this  time  they  numbered  about  600 
wairiois.   While  their  casdes  were  on  or  near  the 

Mohawk,  their  ownership  in  the  soil  extended,  on 
the  west  side  of  the  Hudson,  as  lar  south  as  the 
Catakitls,*'north  to  die  Canadas,  and  west  indnd- 
ing  the  present  counties  of  Saratoga,  Schenectady, 
Montgomery,  Herkimer,  Schoharie, Otsego,  Greene 
and  Albany.  The  Oneidas  and  Cayugas  were 
understood  to  be  the  younger  members  of  the  con- 
federacy.    The  Senecas  dwelt  farthest  west,  and 

I  were  remarkable  for  their  fierce  and  implacable 
nature.  When  first  known  to  Enn^iean^  they 
were  unitedly  engaged  in  war  with  nearly  all  die 
surrounding  tribes. 

These  confederates  did  not  unite  fai  the  interest 
of  peace  and  progress,  but  for  war  and  revenge. 
Of  all  employments,  war  was  their  delight.  Noth- 
ing was  sweeter  to  them  Uian  revenge.  I'hcy  were  ■ 
citnning  and  daring,  alert  and  brave,  anfeding 
and  cruel.  With  the  war  cluh.  the  tomahawk, 
the  bow  and  the  arrow,  rude  weapons  of  war, 
they  had  canied  terror  to  the  wilds  of  Cinada ; 
had  gained  victories  on  Ijike  Huron  ;  hatl  made 

1  tributary  the  Delawares  and  the  Mohegans,  and 

ihad,  witii  unieeling  arrogance,  brought  into  sub- 
misiion  die  weaker  tribes  in  thdr  readi,  and,  by 
wckksB  ooonge  and  fomidaUe  nwnben^  con^ 
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mandcd  the  respect  and  awe  of  most  of  the  power- 
ful ttibes  from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Atlantic.  Such 
wu  die  Mate  of  things  when  Samuel  Champlain 
came  up  llie  beautiful  lake  that  bears  his  lume, 
only  about  two  month*;  before  the  Mohawks  so  lov- 
ingly welcomed  Hudson.  At  this  time  the 
Iroqaoii  were  waging  identfen  war  widt  Ae 
HofOOS  and  Adirondacks.  Entcrintf  into  an  al- 
liaiice  with  these  Canada  tribes,  Champlain  fur- 
nished them  widi  fire-anna  and  taught  their  we. 
Thit  antunished  Iioquou  found  dieoueh  cs  defeated 
in  almost  every  encounter.  They  were  tiumbled. 
Smarting  under  disgraceful  defeat,  tliey  hailed  the 
advent  of  die  Datch  with  ddigbt,  as  a  new  people 
coming  among  them  with  the  terrible  enginery  of 
powder  and  guns,  as  against  the  arrow  and  the 
tomahawk.  Thef  coldvated  thdr  fiiendihip,  and 
aided  their  enterprises  with  alacrity.  Such  were 
the  circumsunces  that  led  to  that  treaty  on  the 
banks  of  the  Nonnan's  Kill,  which,  as  tradition  has 
it,  was  early  made  between  the  Dutch  and  the  Iro- 
quois. By  this  treat\ ,  the  Dutch  secured  for  them- 
selves the  quiet  poisession  uf  the  coveted  Indian 
trade,  and  die  Six  Nations  obtained  the  means  to 

assert  that  ascendanry  whivh  th<  y  \nn'^  .ifter  main- 
tained over  neighboring  tribes,  inspiring  terror,  far 
and  near,  among  the  other  savages  of  North  Amer- 
ica. 

Delighted  with  their  improved  weapons  of  death, 
die  Iroquois  put  them  in  immediate  use.  They 
had  at  least  3,000  wairioii ;  th^  «ere  fiee  men 
and  united  ;  they  were  at  home  in  their  well-trod- 
den warpaths,  hunting  grounds  and  wilderness 
ftstnesaes.   Champlain  was  compelled  to  retreat 

from  his  invasions  itit.  .  the  Mohawk  territory.  The 
Hurons  were  pursued  without  meri  y,  aiul  entirely 
dispersed  ;  the  Erie*  were  extirpated,  leaving  as 
their  monument  their  name  only  upon  the  beauti- 
ful lake  on  the  shores  of  which  they  dwelt  ;  and 
the  more  formidable  .\ndastes  were  blotted  from 
existence:   New  France,  widi  its  allies,  for  many 

years  sufTered  from  their  menaces,  incursions  and 
sanguinaij-  conflicts.  Even  Quebec,  its  leading 
dty,  waa  direatened  widi  devastadon. 

Tlic  policy  followed  by  the  early  Dutch  traders 
of  Albany  was  well  adapte<l  to  attach  the  Indians 
to  them.  It  api>ealed  to  llicir  selt-interests.  It 
aided  them  in  their  favorite  ponnita  of  banting  and 
1»ar.  It  gratified  their  love  of  trinkets  and  orna- 
nenta ;  it  gave  them  strong  water  to  drink, 
powder  and  guns,  knives  and  hatchets.  It  re- 
strained none  of  their  vices  or  habiu  of  cruelty 
when  they  did  not  interfere  with  the  profits  of 
liade;  The  English  auccessors  of  the  Dutch  con- 


tinued their  policy.  The  unprovoked  attack  of 
Champlain  upon  the  Iroquois  in  1609  engendered 
intense  hatred  towards  Canada  and  the  whole 
French  race  and  ita  allies  for  long  years.  No  op* 
portunity  for  revenge  was  nei:^le<  te  1.  In  the  con- 
tests for  territory  that  followed,  with  slight  inter- 
raptioM,  vndl  ^  fldl  of  Qndiec  in  1759,  and  die 

surrender  of  the  North  American  possessions  of 
the  French  to  the  EngUsb,  the  Six  Nations  were, 
widi  few  excepdons,  ftithftal  fifiends  to  the  English 
colonies,  shielding  them  on  many  occasions  from 
hostile  attadts,  and  aiding  them  in  the  boar  of 
battle. 

Whatever,  dien,  nlxlea  to  thdr  histoix  la  perti- 
nent to  the  history  of  Albany  County. 

During  all  this  period— extending  over  150 
years,  nndl  die  Revdadon—die  Mohawka  gener- 
ally continued  the  friends  of  Albany,  remembering 
the  belt  of  peace,  the  token  of  eternal  onion, 
given  and  received  on  the  banks  of  that  romantic 
stream.  As  the  oldest,  bravest  and  most  powerfol 
of  the  confederate  tribes,  they  shaped  their  general 
policy  and  conduct.  Most  warlike,  rapacious, 
treacbeiooa  and  cmd,  they  were^  it  maat  be  aeen, 
kept  on  terms  of  peace  and  friendship  only  from 
motives  of  fear,  want,  self-preservation  and  vanity. 

Hieywere  a  protecdon  iq{ainst  thewariike  tribea 
on  the  north,  east  and  south,  because  all  Stood  in 
fear  of  them.  To  them  these  tribes  were  in  sub- 
jection ;  to  them  they  [)aid  tribute  as  a  token  of 
servitade. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  Mohawks  of  Caughna- 
waga  were  seduced  by  the  French  about  the  year 
1671,  and  removed  to  Canada.  It  waa  dieae  In- 
dians who  visited  Schenectady  with  the  French, 
Februar}-  8,  1690,  desolated  the  village  in  the 
night  by  fire,  and  murdered  and  carried  captive  Its 
peaceful  inhabitants.  This  event  daqilj  stirred 
the  people  of  Albany,  an<l  taught  them  more  fully 
how  little  reliance  they  could  place  upon  tiiesc 
savages,  anoontrolled  by  adf-intereat,  mucatrained 
by  fear.  Nothing  but  a  belief  that  the  city  \v,is  well 
protected  and  prepared  against  them  prevented 
dieae  vandals  from  making  a  like  attack  npon  Al- 
bany. Indeed,  it  is  believe  !  that  the  expedition 
was  planned  in  Canada  and  undertaken  against 
Albany.  But  the  severe  cold,  deep  snows,  long 
mareb  and  hanger,  led  diem  to  change  their  plan 
and  fill  upon  die  nearer  and  weaker  town  of 
Schenectady. 

Except  dicae  few,  then,  who  were  led  by  die 
French  Jesuits  to  remove  to  Canada  and  join  the 
interests  of  the  French,  the  Iroquois  were  true  to 
the  Dutch ;  and,  after  the  government  ptMed  into 
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the  hands  of  the  English,  they  adhered  to  the 
"  Corlear  "or  British  interests  against  the  "  Yonon- 
dio"or  Frcncli  nation.  They  miiiimicd  to  do  all 
in  their  power  against  the  Canadian  Indians  and 
IlieGiMdian  towns  until  tlie  fitll  of  Qoebec  brought 
llicrii  in  subjcctit)n  to  (Irea:  IJritain.  Thus  they 
proved  aerviceahle  to  the  colonies  up  to  the  time 
of  die  American  Revolatton.  Daring  this  dark 
and  painful  struggle  with  the  Mother  Country- 
many  of  tlicm,  under  the  influence  of  Sir  John 
Johnson,  Guy  Johnson,  Joseph  lirandt,  the  But- 
lers and  other  Tories,  became  a  terror  to  their  for- 
mer friends,  and  carried  fire,  dev-astation  and 
murder  into  many  new  settlements.  The  story  of 
Cherry  Valley  and  of  the  Valley  <A  Wyoming  re- 
cords their  savage  cruelty  ;  and  many  homes  in 
the  Valley  of  the  Mohawk,  of  Schoharie,  of  the 
Delaware  and  the  Minnisink  witnessed  their  base 
treachery  and  pitiless  murders.  "  The  whole  con- 
federacy, "  says  Dc  Wilt  Clinton,  "except  a  little 
more  than  lialf  the  Oneidas,  took  up  arms  against 
as.  Th^hoqg  like  the  scythe  of  death  apon  the 
rear  of  our  settlenienti^  and  their  deeds  are  in- 
scribed with  the  scal[nng  knife  and  the  tomahawk, 
in  chaiactets  of  blood,  on  the  fiddt  of  Wyoming 
and  Cherry  Vallejr,  and  on  the  banks  of  the  Mo- 
hawk." 

The  Mohawks,  once  sustaining  the  most  inti-  1 
mate  lehtkms  with  the  Dutch  and  English  col- 

onial  fur  tnidors,  wi-rf  the  most  active  ajid  cruc!  ' 
enemies  of  the  Americans  in  these  bloody  scenes. 
Tbayendanega,  known  as  CoL  Joseph  Brant,  a 
Mohawk  chief,  educated  by  Sir  W'iiliatn  Johnson 
in  the  Lebanon  school,  under  the  wise  and  pious 
Wheelock,  was  their  leatler,    TTiey  were  obliged, 
at  the  close  of  the  Revolution,  to  leave  the  State 
and  lake  refuge  in  CanaiLx.    Most  of  the  Oneidas 
were  uuc  to  the  Colonies  through  the  influence  of  i 
that  wise  and  good  man,  Rev.  Samnel  Kiikland, 
who  came  among  them  from  Connecticut  as  a  mis-  \ 
•iooar)-,  in  1769.    He  wai>  aided  by  the  chieJ  | 
Shenaiidoa,  who  was  greatly  attached  to  him. 
Some  of  the  Tuscaroias  also  took  sides  with  the 
Colonies.  'ITie  fragments  of  the  great  confederation 
tliat  remain  are  entirely  changed  in  character  and 
habitik  Thejr  have  lost  their  ancient  power  and 

their  prestige. 

These  New  York  Indian^  who  were  led  by  Tory 
gifts,  promises  and  lying  statements,  to  take  sides 
against  the  colonists  in  favor  of  the  King  of  Great 
Britain,  gained  no  advantage.  I'hey  lost  most  of 
their  best  wanion  and  their  lands,  and  have  since  ! 
been  poor  oatcasts.  This  they  saw  at  the  close  of 
the  war,  and  expressed  deep  i^gieia  at  their  folly,  i 


Brant  died  on  the  west  shore  of  Lake  Ontario  in 
1807,  expressinf  ngrets  at  many  of  bis  deeds  of 
cruelty,  an<l  endeavoring  to  persuade  the  historian 
to  remember  that  he  was  far  better  than  his  l  ory 
and  British  associates.  Shenandoa  died  in  the 
Chrisuan  faith  in  1 8 1 6,  at  the  age  of  no,  and  was 
buried  by  the  side  of  his  beloved  Kirkland,  that  lie 
might  "go  up  with  him  at  the  resurrection.'' 
Red  Jacket,  Com  Planter,  Farmer's  Brother,  Half 
Town  and  Bi^  'I'ric.  ^Wvr  i(ic  Revolution,  were 
true  and  laitlilui  allies  to  ilie  United  Sutes.  Their 
conduct  inspired  respect,  and  bntogfat  much  sym- 
pathy and  favor  towards  their  natioa,  the  SencCBS. 

The  aggregate  number  of  the  Iroqaoit  confed- 
eracy at  the  time  when  the  Hollandets  &*t  began 
trade  on  the  Hudson  is  estimated  at  about  40,000. 
Of  their  descendants  probably  not  more  than 
5,000  remain.  A  very  small  remnant,  weak,  de- 
pendent and  peaceable,  remain  in  this  State.  In 
the  State  Cetisus  of  1875,  only  one  was  fuum!  in 
.\lbany  County,  and  none  in  Rensselaer,  Saratoga, 
Schenectady,  Montgomery  and  Schoharie. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  the  County  of  Albany 
was  exempt  from  depredations  by  Tories  and  In- 
dians during  the  entire  War  of  the  Rewdntion, 
while  all  around,  in  the  old  rr)'on  and  Schoharie 
Counties,  the  settlers  were  kept  in  almost  constant 
fear  of  sudden  invasion  and  carnage.  The  only 
exception  oocoiied  in  the  present  town  of  Berne, 

near  Schoharie  County,  where  the  Dietz  famil)  of 
eight  persons  were  murdered  or  taken  captives  by 
the  Indians.  This  was  done^  it  is  presmned,  by  a 
inisundersunding,  or  from  private  revenge. 

This  deliverance  is  generally  attributed  to  the  fact 
that  the  county  abounded  in  Tories,  who  had  here 
their  rendezvous  in  cavcs  and  out*oMie-way 
houses,  an*l  were  in  constant  communication  with 
the  Tory  leaders  of  these  savage  bandits.  By  the 
aid  they  rendered  them,  good  will  and  personal 

safety  were  secured,  .\long  and  m  ar  the  valleys 
of  the  Mohawk  and  Schoharie  were  twenty-four 
iorts  environing  the  connly.  These  were  only  a 
partial  defense.  The  City  of  Albany  was  well  pro- 
tected by  forts  and  anna. 

INDIAN  LANDSL 

As  the  only  object  of  those  who  first  came  to 
this  legion,  as  is  well  known,  was  trade  with  the 
Indian^  no  land  was  called  for  except  what  was 
needed  lor  trading  posts.  We  have  no  mention  of 
any  purchases  of  territory  here  before  the  initiatory 
steps  to  the  settlement  of  Rensseiaerwyck  were 
taken.  Before  this  the  natives  attached  no  vilne  to 
land,  if  so  be  that  their  own  pnisnits  were  not  im- 
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pedcil.  W'c  take  it  that  ihcy  were  dclighleU  lo  see 
the  ttadei's  cabin,  bis  trading  house  and  hi*  rude 

flirt.  ;in<!  never  thought  nf  invasion  of  their  own 
hglils  so  long  as  trade  was  free  and  profitable — so 
long  as  thejr  could  obtain  dotbing,  rum,  guns  and 
trinkets  in  return  for  com  and  beans,  venison 
and  beaver.  'I'he  forts  on  Castle  Island,  on  the 
Taaawantba  and  Fort  Orange  were,  we  think, 
erected  vitbont  formal  consent  and  held  by  peace> 

able  jM>ssfssi(>n.  Thev  were  ol)iaim'(!  !u  '^\»m\ 
will,  good  hopes  and  politic  presents.  1  he  servants 
of  tite  Netheriand  companies  came  on  hire,  not  to 
•slay  caiiK-  only  as  ajerits  of  adventurers,  and  had 
no  need  to  own  land.  They  were  temporaiy  squat- 
ten.  Tbdr  shelters  were  traders'  tentt  and  bnnten* 
camps. 

Thnsit  vas,  probably,  until  about  1630.  When 
the  diarter  of  privileges  and  exemptions  was  made 
in  1639,  for  the  encouragement  of  colonisation  in 
New  Xetherhuuls,  by  making  condiiional  grants  t<i 
pairoons  who  would  uke  certain  lands  and  occupy 
them  with  settlers,  Kilian  Van  Rcnssdaer  pur- 
diased  the  titles  of  the  Indians  as  his  potent  and 
wise  policy  dicuted.  The  territoiy  selected  by 
him  occnpied  twen^r-foar  miles  on  each  side 
of  the  Hudson  Kiver,  and  extended  twenty-four 
miles  up  and  down  die  river,  including  all  of  Albanv 
County  and  most  of  Rensselaer  and  a  part  of 
Columbia  Cbuntjr,  as  they  now  ezisL  This  gnuit 
was  understood  by  the  patroon  to  include  also  Fort 
Orange  and  Bcverwyck,  and  so  it  was  subae- 
qnendy  dedded  bjr  the  English  Ch>wn.  This 
claim  was  given  up  by  the  patroon  before  Albany 
was  chartered  as  a  city  in  1686.  All  >>ther  lani! 
tides  in  this  county,  it  is  believed,  are  derived 
from  the  manorial  rights  thus  purchased  from 
the  a,i,'cnts  of  Kilian  Van  Rensselaer.  Hv  the 
terms  of  this  grant  they  extinguished  all  Indian 
daims, 

THE  INDIAN  IN  EDUCATION  AND 
CHRISTIANITY. 

As  early  as  1642,  a  French  Jesuit  visited  the 
Mohawk  settlements  with  the  pious  desii^n  of 
introducing  the  Christian  religion,  and  die  patri- 
otic purpose  of  bringing  over  the  Mohawks  to  the 
interests  of  the  French.  Several  other  of  these 
persevering  missionaries  followed  this  pioneer  dur- 
ing the  succeeding  40  years,  and  labored  with  a 

fiur  measure  of  success,  amit!  L,'rcat  hardships.  As 
|»enously  Slated,  in  1671  a  large  number  left  the 
CanghnawagaCudeand  removed  to  Canada,  where 
thtii  Jl  1  endants  may  be  found  to  this  day  in  an 
Indian  village  a  little  above  Montrtnl    TlMfy  still 


speak  the  Moha^^l<.  dialect,  and  have  devotional 
books  printed  in  that  language. 

French  missiOBaiies  were  found  .-.rvint;  all  tlie 
Indian  tribes  at  an  early  date  after  the  discovery  of 
Canada,  many  of  them  tslentcd,  learned,  devoted 
and  pious.  They  endured  much  from  destitution, 
wcariing  toil  and  even  suffered  death,  while  en- 
deavoring to  convert  these  savages  to  the  religion 
of  Jesus.  These  were  in  a  condition  of  heathen- 
ism, an<l  capable  of  inflicting  pitiless  revenge  and" 
barbaric  cruelty  upon  Uieir  prisoners.  Many 
were  reckoned  as  converted  and  received  baptism. 
But  few  learned  to  forgive  their  enemies  or  to 
leave  olf,  for  a  long  time,  the  \ices  and  habits  of 
their  usual  lives  of  degradation  and  wickedness. 
Yet,  it  is  believed  that  some  did,  indeed,  receive 
the  benignant  influences  iif  the  le.-->iins  of  the 
.Saviour  of  Men  into  their  hearts,  and  lived  lietter 
lives. 

The  Dutch  and  English  clergy,  also,  endeavored 
to  teach  Christianity  to  the  Indians,  but  their  suc- 
cess was  no  better  than  that  of  the  Catholics,  unleas 
it  was  precetied  by  civilization,  educadon  and  good 
examples.  Unfortunately,  but  litUe  was  thought 
of  making  the  Indian  a  better  man  by  most  of  the 
mercantile  men  of  colonial  days.  To  make  him 
seniceable  in  tiade  and  in  war  sf(^nis  to  have  been 
the  leading  policy  of  the  Euro|>ean  colonists  of 
eveiy  nation  and  id^fon. 

Says  Peter  Kalra,  in  1749,  speaking  of  Indian 
conferences  at  Albany:  "Sometimes  their  delib- 
erations tnm  upon  their  conversion  to  the  Christian 
religion."  Then  he  goes  on  to  tell- as  an  indi- 
cation  of  the  Indian  feeling  at  that  time — that 
Gov.  Hunter,  on  one  of  these  occasions,  after  he 
had  presented  the  Indiane  with  many  clodies  and 
odier  ^'ifts  in  ilie  name  of  Queen  Anne,  told  them 
that  their  good  mother,  the  Queen,  had  not  only 
generously  provided  them  with  doihes  for  their 
bodies,  but  likewise  intended  to  adorn  their  souls 
by  sending  them  good  ministers  to  teach  them  the 
gospel.  Upon  this  announcement  one  of  the  oldest 
sachems  arose  and  replied  that,  in  the  name  of  all 
the  Indians,  he  thanked  their  gracious  mother,  the 
Queen,  for  the  fine  clothes  she  had  sent  them,  but 
as  to  die  ministers,  they  had  already  had  some  of 

them,  who,  in>-tcad  of  (ireacliin,:;  the  holy  gospel 
to  them  had  taught  them  to  get  drunk,  to  cheat 
and  to  qnand.  He  dies  eittreated  the  Governor 
to  take  ftom  them  these  preachers  and  some  other 
Europeans  who  dwelt  near  them  :  for  before  they 
came  among  them  the  Indians  had  been  honest, 
sober  and  innocmt ;  but  now  most  of  dkem  bad 
beoome  rogues.  If  he  would  do  them  any  finw. 
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he  would  ask  him  to  send  two  or  three  lilacksmiths 
among  them  to  teach  them  how  lo  work  iron. 
As  fitrtber  illiutrating  the  eadmation  lAidi  ineny 

of  the  leading  Indians  placed  upon  the  kind  ofChris- 
tianity  which  was  maniliested  in  the  conduct  of  the 
esrly  aettlen  and  teachera  of  dus  vicinity,  we  g^ve 
the  following  as  told  by  Dr.  Benjamin  Franklin. 
Canassatego  was  an  Onondajja  chief,  livinj^  about 
1740:  "Conrad  Weiser,  our  interpreter,  had 
been  nataralixed  among  the  NatioMi  and 
spoke  well  the  Mohawk  language.  In  going 
through  the  Indian  country  to  carry  a  message 
from  our  Governor  to  the  council  at  Onondaga^  he 
called  at  the  habitation  of  Canassatego,  an  old 
acquaintance,  who  embraced  him,  spread  furs  for 
him  to  sit  on,  placed  before  him  some  boiled  beans 
and  venison,  and  mixed  aome  rum  and  water  for 
his  drink.  When  he  ^vas  well  refreshed  and  had 
lit  bis  pipe,  Cana-ssatego  began  to  converse  with 
him ;  asked  how  he  had  Sued  dte  manjr  feais 
aince  they  had  seen  each  other ;  whence  he  then 
came,  what  occasioned  tbe  journey,  &c.  Conrad 
answered  all  his  cpieationa.  The  Indian,  to  con- 
tinue, said :  '  Conrad,  you  have  lived  long 
among  the  white  ]>eople  and  know  something  of 
their  customs.  I  have  been  sometimes  at  Albany, 
and  haws  observed  that  once  in  seven  da]«  they 
shut  up  their  shops  and  assemble  in  the  great 
house.  Tell  me  what  that  is  for?  What  do  they 
do  them?'  'Thejr  meet  there,' said  Coniad,  'to 
hear  and  learn  good  things.'  '  I  do  not  doubt,' 
said  tbe  Indian,  'that  they  tell  you  so.  They  have 
told  me  the  same ;  but  I  doubt  the  truth  of  what 
they  say  ;  and  I  will  tdl  you  ray  reasons.  I  went 
lately  to  Albany  to  sell  my  skin-^  arnl  buy  blankets, 
knives,  powder,  rum,  Ac.  Vou  know  I  used  gen- 
erally to  deal  with  Hms  Hanson,  but  I  was  a  little 
inclined  this  time  to  try  some  other  merdiania. 
However,  I  called  first  upon  Hans,  and  asked  him 
what  he  would  give  for  beaver.  He  wlA  he  could 
not  give  more  than  four  shillings  a  pound ;  "but, " 
says  he,  "I  cannot  talk  on  business  now.  This  is 
the  day  when  we  meet  togettier  to  learn  good 
tbhigi^  and  I  am  going  to  the  meeting."  So  I 
thought  to  myself,  since  I  cannot  do  an-,  l  usiness 
to-<lay,  1  may  as  well  go  to  the  meeting  too,  and  1 
went  with  him.  There  stood  up  a  man  in  black, 
and  began  to  talk  to  the  i>eople  verj'  angrily.  I 
did  not  understand  what  be  said,  but,  perceiving 
that  he  looked  much  at  me  and  at  Hanson,  I 
imagined  he  was  angry  at  seeing  me  there.  So  I 
went  out,  sat  down  near  the  house,  struck  fire  and 
lit  my  pipe,  wailing  until  the  meeting  sliould  break 
npk  I  though  too,  that  the  man  bad  menliooed 


something  of  beaver,  and  suspected  it  might  \^ 
the  subject  of  their  meeting.  So  when  they  came 
oat  I  accosted  my  merdiant  *'Wen,  Hansj,"  says 
I,  "I  hojie  you  have  agreed  to  give  more  than  four 
shillings  a  pound."  "  No,"  sa^'s  be,  "I  cannot  give 
so  much.  I  cannot  give  more  than  three  shillings 
and  sixpence."  I  then  spoke  tO  seveaal  odier 
dealers,  but  thev  all  sung  the  same  song — three  and 
sixpence,  three  and  sixpence,  l  iiis  made  it  clear 
to  me  that  my  snspidon  was  right,  and  whatever 
they  pretended  of  meeting  to  Icarn  good  things, 
the  purpose  was  to  cheat  Indians  in  lite  price  of 
beaver.  Consider  a  Htil^  Coniad,  and  yon  most 
be  of  my  opinion.  If  they  met  so  oflen  to  learn 
good  things,  they  certainly  would  have  learned 
some  before  this  time.  But  they  are  still  ignorant 
You  know  our  practice.  If  a  white  man,  in  travel- 
ing through  our  country,  enters  one  of  our  cabins, 
we  all  treat  him  as  I  do  you.  We  dry  him  if  be  is 
wet,  we  warm  him  if  he  is  cold,  and  givehfan  meat 
and  drink  that  we  may  allay  his  thirst  and  hunger, 
and  we  spread  soft  furs  that  be  may  rest  and  slee]) 
on.  We  demand  nothing  in  return.  But  if  I  go 
into  a  white  man's  house  at  Albany,  and  ask  for 
victuals  and  drink,  they  say,  "f",et  out,  you  Indian 
dog. "  You  see  they  liave  not  learned  those  little 
good  things  that  we  need  no  meetings  to  be 
Instruf  tfd  in,  because  our  mothers  taught  them  to 
us  when  we  were  children.  And  therefore  it  is 
impos^le  that  their  meetii^  should  be,  as  diey 
say,  for  any  such  purpose,  or  have  sny  such  effect 
They  are  only  to  contrive  the  dieating  of  Indhns 
in  the  price  of  beaver.' " 

Megapolensis,  the  first  Dutch  minister  in  Al- 
bany, speaks  of  the  Mohawks  as  "entire  strangers 
to  all  religion."  "When  we  pray,"  he  writes, 
"they  laugh  at  us.  When  we  Imve  a  sermon, 
sometimes  ten  or  twelve  of  them,  more  or  less, 
will  attend,  each  having  a  long  tobacco  pipe,  made 
by  himself,  in  his  month,  and  will  stand  awhile  and 
look,  and  afterwards  ask  me  what  I  was  doing  and 
wh.u  I  wante<l.  that  I  stofjd  there  and  ma<le  sn 
many  words,  while  none  of  the  rest  might  speak. 
I  tell  them  that  I  admonish  the  Christians  that 
they  must  not  steal,  nor  commit  lewdness, 
nor  gel  drunk,  nor  commit  murder,  and  that 
thef,  too,  ought  not  to  do  these  things,  and  that 
I  intend,  in  process  of  time,  to  preach  the 
same  to  them,  and  U>  oome  to  them  in  their 
own  country  and  castles  when  T  am  acquainted 
with  their  language.  They  say  I  lio  well  to  teach 
the  Christians,  but  immediately  aild  :  '  Diatennon 
Jawij  Assyreom  hagnnvtskr' — L  e.,  'Why  do  so  many 
Christians  do  these  things  f"*  And  then  he  adds : 
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"But  tlKnigh  tbejaie  so  cruel,  and  live  without 

any  punishments  for  evil-doers,  yet  there  arc  not 
half  so  many  villainies  or  murders  cummilted 
amongst  them  as  amongst  Christians." 

Tiiere  was,  at  different  times,  much  efl'ort  made 
to  convert  the  Indians  to  Cliri>tianity  l)y  FreiKh, 
Dutch  and  Knglish.  It  was  done  by  Government 
approval,  and  with  ^d  from  corporate  companies 

and  Indian  agi-nts.  as  a  matitT  of  in.licy.  Often 
the  missionaries  w  ere  men  of  talent,  piety  and  wis- 
dom, and  quite  as  often  they  were  wanting  in  these 
gifts.  Stimeiimes  they  were  unprincipled,  dishon- 
est anil  self-seeking.  Sometimes  the  best  efforts  of 
the  wise  and  good  were  hindered  by  the  conduct 
of  so-called  Christian  traders,  Governors  and  niiU- 
tarj'  men.  Wild  war  and  greedy  traffa  arc  not 
means  of  grace.  Schoolcraft  well  says  :  ' '  The 
pernicious  eiamples  of  the  whites  in  the  Indian 
trade,  their  injustice,  treachery,  lit  cntiouviics-s  and 
greed  created  a  deep  disgust  toward  the  European 
race  in  the  minds  of  the  Indians." 

In  and  near  Albany  County,  Reformed  Dutch, 
Kpistojialians,  Presbyterians  and  Lutherans  all  did 
missionary  work  among  the  Six  Nations  during  the 
colonial  period.  The  Mohawks,  bdng  neaicat  the 
white  settlements,  rereiveil  s[>e(  ial  attention.  De- 
nominational jealousies  often  appeared.  There 
irere  few  misrionaries  of  so  devoted  and  exalted 
character  as  was  that  of  Samuel  Kirkland.  Hence 
few  had  such  faithful  disciples  as  Shenandoa.  Few 
understood  as  did  die  New  England  John  Eliot, 
the  translator  of  the  Indian  Bible,  and  KIcazcr 
Whei'li  ►ck,  ihc  founder  of  the  Inilian  Charity 
Scliool  of  Dartmouth  College,  the  power  of  early 
practical  education  and  pure  Christian  example  as 
foundations  of  a  lasting  Christian  civilization. 
Hence  there  were  tew  "praying  Indians^"  and  no 
Sampaon  Occum  among  the  Six  Nations  who 
brought  their  trade  to  Albany  and  killed  dieir  ene- 
mies. While  the  Colonial  Government  spoke  fa- 
vorably of  efforts  to  Cbrisdanixe  the  Six  Nations, 
they  did  nothing  beyond  paying  a  small  stipend  to 
the  clergj-men  of  Albany  to  attend  to  the  wants  of 
such  as  might  come  to  them.  Dominic  Dellius 
baptised  many,  'but  his  scandalous  conduct  in  tiie 
matter  of  Indian  lands  showed  how  false  he  was  to 
his  own  teachings.  Dominiei  Lydius  and  Van 
IMeiaen  tried  to  convert  some:  Rev.  Messrs. 
Barclay,  Freeman,  Andrews  and  others  labored 
amid  great  discouragements,  testifying  that  the  con- 
duct of  those  who  professed  to  have  icceivc-d  Chris- 
tianitf  was  so  evil  that  they  cotild  scarce  be  reputed 
( "hrisrians  Sir  William  Johnson  was  friendly  to  the 
missionaries  as  far  as  they  contributed  to  his  advan- 


tage ;  but  his  own  ahoddng  licentiouanesswas  too 

well  known  to  give  him  any  influence  in  fa\<  ir  of 
temperance,  purity,  or  any  other  form  of  practical 
godliness.  The  Sode^  for  Promoting  the  Goq)el 
in  Koi  LMun  Parts,  managed  by  the  GkUfch  of  Eng- 
land, made  attempts  to  convert  the  savages.  But 
little  real  good  was  acci>mpli8hed  by  the  l>est  of 
men;  who  understood  but  littie  of  the  language 

and  charat  ter  of  the  Indian,  and  considered  too 
little  the  intiuence  that  their  own  habits  and  tliose 
of  their  "  Christian  "  neighbors  bad  upon  them. 
Fmt  ill,  y  counted  all  the  whites  as  Christians,  and 
judged  of  the  Christian  religion  by  their  conduct 

The  following  anecdote  from  O'Callagfaan  well 
illustrates  the  usual  results  of  missionary  efforts  in 
those  days:  "  .\  clergyman  had  succeeded  in 
leaching  one  young  bavage  the  prayeis  so  that  he 
could  repeat  the  responses  in  thechurdi,  and  also 
to  read  and  write  well.  He  was  then  furnished 
with  a  Bible  and  sent  to  evangelize  the  heathen. 
But  he  pawned  the  book  for  brandy,  became  a 
thorough  beast,  and  did  more  harm  than  good." 

Rev.  Mr.  Harclay,  an  Episcopal  missionary, 
giving  up  his  work  in  1710,  writes  to  the  society  in 
England  that  employed  him  :  "  I  am  afraid  the 
missionaries  that  are  coming  <i\erwill  find  hard 
work  of  it,  and  if  the  commander  of  that  fort  (in 
Albany)  be  not  a  person  of  singular  pie^  and  \ir^ 
tue,  all  their  endeavors  wilt  be  ineffectual.  These 
here  that  trade  with  them  are  loath  that  any  re- 
ligion get  any  footing  among  them.  Besides^  these 
savages  arc  so  given  to  drinking  that  nasty  liquor, 
rum,  that  they  are  lost  to  all  that  is  good." 

But  little  was  attempted  by  the  early  colonists  of 
the  Hudson  and  Mohawk  toward  educating  the 
Indian  children. 

It  is  well  known  that  Rev.  Eleazer  Wheelock, 
about  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  had  a  school 
f<ir  theeiiucation  of  Indian  youUi  in  Lebanon,  Conn. 
His  benevolent  design  was  to  take  the  young  Indian 
away  from  the  surroundings  of  his  tribe  and  inter- 
est him  in  learning  and  Christianity,  and  train  him 
to  become  a  teacher  and  preacher  to  his  own  peo- 
ple. Sir  William  Johnson,  among  other  leading 
men,  Gtvored  his  plan  and  sent  him  pupils,  among 
whom  was  the  celebrated  Joseph  Brant.  Of  these 
pupils  Dr.  Wheelock  writes  in  1763:  "Joscpli 
and  the  rest  of  the  boys  from  your  quarter  are  well, 
and  make  good  progress  in  learning.  Joseph  is, 
indeed,  an  excellent  youth.  He  h.as  endeared 
himself  to  me  as  well  as  to  his  master  and  to 
everybody  dae  by  his  good  bdwvior." 

Tliis  school  was  removed  to  Hanover.  N.  H., 
in  1769,  and  made  a  part  of  the  working  plan  of 
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Dartmouth  College — "vox  clamamis  indcscrto" 
—a  leading  idea  of  the  good  first  President  being 
to  etlucate  Indian  boys  there,  and  much  of  this 
work  has  been  ilune  in  tliis  institution. 

In  1762,  Sir  William  Jolmson  writes  to  Mr. 
Wheeluck  :  "I  agree  with  yuu  in  the  opinion  that 
the  Indian  cUldren  will  not  improve  in  their 
studit-s  near  -;o  nuicli  fniiri  the  tiu-thoii  prcjx  Ked  of 
erecting  schools  in  their  nations  as  they  wotiKI  do 
tccording  to  \uur  plan  of  education,  whereby  they 
are  kept  out  oX  the  way  of  and  unblliienced  by 
bad  example." 

For  some  years,  near  the  close  uf  the  French 
war  in  1763,  it  was  proposed  to  change  the  loca- 
tion o(  this  scliiwil  from  Lebanon  to  some  place 
nearer  llie  Indian  population,  where  there  were 
more  lands  and  less  people.  Several  places  in 
this  Stale  were  considered,  .^mong  other  loca- 
tions the  City  of  Albany  was  considered.  A  free 
oorrespondenoe  was  held  with  the  Mayor  from 
1766  to  1768  in  regard  to  the  school.  The  corpo- 
ration had  offered  to  give /■»,3CO  to  Dr.  Wheel- 
ock,  on  coitdition  that  he  would  remove  his  insti- 
tution from  Lebanon  to  Albany.  Volkeit  P.  Douw 
was  Mayor  and  favored  the  movement. 

Other  attempts  were  made,  by  good  men,  to 
teach  the  Indians  to  read  and  write,  and  other 
lessons  of  science  and  civili/ation,  at  suiidrt'  times 
and  in  sundiy  places ;  but  these  attempts  bad  little 
success,  and  were  of  brief  dnredon.  Nodiing  was 
done  that  acct>mplished  results  s"  u'  "  J  vo  broad 
and  so  lasting  a.s  what  was  done  by  Eieazer 
Whcelock.  We  let  him  tell  his  own  story  :  '  '  Among 
those  whom  I  have  educated  there  have  been  near 

f.  iri\  N\hi>  were  good  leaders  and  writers,  and  wore 
insuucted  in  theprindplesof  the  Christian  religion 
as  their  age  and  time  would  admit,  and  were  suf- 
ficient masters  English  grammar,  arithmetic, 
and  a  number  considerably  advaiiced  in  Greek  and 
Latin,  and  one  of  them  carried  through  college 
and  wtu  a  good  scholar,  and  others  carried  through 
a  course  of  learning  with  not  less  exjieiise  for  each 
of  them  than  would  have  been  necessar}  to  have 
supported  an  English  )-outh  through  a  course  of 

collegiate  studies,  ani  l  ttiey  have  generally  behaved 
well  while  they  were  with  me,  and  left  my  school 
with  fidr  and  unblem'shed  characters,  and  under 
the  influence  of  ever)-  motive  I  could  set  before 
them  to  a  good  improvement  of  the  distinguishing 
talents  which  God  had  committed  to  them,  and 
many  of  them  have  gone  immediatdy  from  my 
school  with  good  and  reputable  business,  and  such 
business  as  they  were  equal  to,  and  generally  to 
serve  as  sdiootaaasten^  but  wme  as  inteipreiers, 


Ac. ,  and  nothing  has  prevented  their  being  em- 
ployed usefully  and  reputably  in  various  capacities 
until  this  day  but  the  want  of  fortitude  to  roist  the 
power  of  those  fashionable  vices  which  w  ere  ram- 
pant  among  all  their  tribe-.  *  *  *  Of  all  the 
number  before  mentioned  1  don't  hear  of  more 
dian  half  who  have  preserved  their  diaiadets  un> 
stained,  either  by  a  course  of  intemperance  or  un- 
cleanne&s,  or  both,  and  some  who,  on  account  ot 
their  parts  and  learning,  bid  the  Surest  for  useful- 
ness, are  sunk  down  into  a.s  low,  savac'e  .lud  brut- 
ish manner  of  living  as  they  were  in  before  any 
endeavors  were  used  with  them  to  raise  them  up  ; 
and  there  are  some  of  whom  I  did  and  do  still 
entertain  hope  that  they  were  really  the  subjects  of 
God's  grace  who  have  not  wholly  kept  their  gar- 
ments unq)otted  amongst  the  potfc  And  nz  of 
these  who  did  preserve  a  good  cha rafter  aie  now 
dead. " —  WhedocKs  NarraJnv,  1 77 1 . 

As  a  specimen  of  the  language  spoken  by  the 
Six  Nations  that  once  frequented  Albany  County, 
we  give  the  I>)rirs  Prayer,  coiued  from  "Smith's 
Hist.  New  York  "  : 

So-ung-wau-ofr4ia  cau-nvonk-yan-ga,  teb-see- 
ta-ro-au,  Sauk  son-c-you-st.i.  esa,  saw-an-e-you, 
o-kct-uuh-sc-la,  eh-iie-au-wong,  ua,  cau-ronunk- 
yawga,  naugh-wou-shauga,  ne^tt-te-weh-ne-sa-hiu- 
ga,  taug-wau-nau-lo-n>na-an-tough-sick,  toan- 
tang-we-Iee-whe-you-staung,  che-nee-yeut,  cha- 
qua-ta-leh-whe-you;Staun-ne,  tough-sau,  taugh- 
wam*sa-te-neh,  ta^want-oHen-au-gal-ough-toung- 
ga,  na-s-aw-ne,  si-che-au-tang-was  co-an-teh-sal- 
oh-aun-za-ick-au,  esa,  saw-au-nc  you,  esa,  sash- 
auta-ta,  caa,  soung-wa^oung,  dioi-ne^uh-apaug- 
wa,  au-wen. 

INDIAN  TREATIES,  TRADE  AND  OTHER 

AFFAIRS. 

Indian  affairs  were  from  the  very  first,  by  com- 
mon consent,  managed  by  the  citizens  of  Albany. 
They  were  nearly  all  Indian  traders,  and  were  In 
constant  intercourse  with  them.  The  acquaintance 
thus  formed,  tlieir  business  interests,  and  their 
frontier  rituatioa,  fitted  them  for  the  duties  in- 
volved. 

There  was  only  one  beaver  dam,  so  iar  as  we 
have  learned,  in  Albany  Cowaty,  and  duit  in  the 

town  of  Berne  ;  at  least  there  is  no  trace  or  record 
of  any  other.  But  beaver  skins  and  other  furs  and 
peltry  were  brought  from  a  widely  extended  terri- 
tory—from tlie  whole  State  of  New  York  as  occu- 
pied by  the  Iroquois,  far  away  from  the  wilds  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  and  even  from  the  Canadas, 
and  from  New  England.  The  unscrupulous  seal 
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of  theboKb-I'  H.jiLTs  or  rannera,  knew  no  bounds. 
They  invaded,  when  they  could  do  so  vrithuiit  too 
much  risk,  the  territorial  rights  of  the  Frcncliin.in 
and  the  New  Engiundcr,  regardless  of  anything  but 
glin.  The  Indians  wen  met  on  their  waj  to  the 
city  liy  these  primitive  dninimers,  and  barprains 
were  made  in  advance  of  the  market.  Albany 
claimed  a  monopoty  in  the  ftir  trade  as  against 
other  people  or  other  localities.  Their  claim  was 
confirmed  by  the  Dongan  Charter  of  1686.  But 
squatters  all  about,  and  especially  the  early^ttlers 
on  the  Mohawlt  flats,  caoaed  great  trooble  and 
grief  to  Al!»any  trailers. 

Philip  Pieterse  Schuyler  came  from  Amsterdam, 
Hotland,  and  aetded  in  Beverwyck  as  eariy  as 

1647.  He  was  a  trader  far  above  the  averaj^e  in 
ability  and  character,  and  his  dealings  with  the 
Indius  were  fidr  and  honorable.  Thejr  became 
much  attached  fo  him,  and  chiefs  often  visited  him 
at  his  farm-house,  four  miles  up  the  Hmlson,  and 
he  had  a  hou^  built  especially  for  their  entcriaiii- 
ment  near  his  residence  in  Albany.  In  1665,  be 
attended  a  council  held  with  the  Mohawk-s,  as 
delegate  from  Albany,  after  which  he  bad  much  to 
do  widi  die  frequent  negotiationa  with  the  Five 
Nation.s.  He  assisted  in  inaugurating  what  became 
the  settled  polio/  of  the  pronnce — to  treat  the 
Indians  as  Mends  and  allies.  His  son  Feier,  who 
continued  the  same  policy  aflerhis  fitthei^s  decease 
in  1683,  acquired  a  great  infinenoe  over  these  pecn* 
liar  people. 

Undnr  die  Dutch  Government  die  Director* 

General  and  Council  of  NVw  Netherland  managed 
the  Indian  afiaiis.  As  tlie  relations  with  the 
tribes  became  more  complicated  and  varied  after 
the  English  conquest  in  1664,  it  became  nec- 
essary tliat  some  persons  residing  at  Albany 
should  be  appointed  to  receive  communications  in 
regard  to  them,  and  to  treat  with  them  in  emer- 
gencies. The  Governor's  residence  at  New  York 
was  inconveniently  distant.  Hence,  the  origin  of 
the  Indian  Department;  in  1684.  The  magistrates 
of  the  City  of  .Mbany  w  ere  first  appointed.  In  1690, 
a  distinct  fioard  was  constituted,  acting  under  the 
Governor  in  all  mattere  of  this  dqpaitment,  without 
salar)-.  As  most  of  its  memben  were  traders,  and 
bad  the  handling  of  moneys  and  other  presents,  the 
office  of  Indian  Commissioner  became  one  of  great 
fanpoitaace  and  profik  Their  reoocda  are  missing, 
and  aro  said  now  to  be  in  Canada.  In  1755,  the 
English  Crown  assumed  control  of  Indian  affairs, 
dividhig  the  colonies  into  northern  and  sondiem 
departments,  and  appointitii;  Sir  William  Johnson 
as  noitiiem  Superintendent,  who,  at  bis  death  in 


1774,  was  succeeded  by  his  nephew,  Col.  Guy 
Johnson. 

"The  diiilomary,  statesmanship,  and  good  faith 
exhibited  in  the  earliest  management  of  Indian 
afiain  reflect  the  highest  credit  on  diose  charged 
therewith,  and  laid  the  territorial  foundations  of  the 
Commonwealth  on  the  secure  basis  of  honorable 
treaties  honorably  kept.  The  inspiration  and  guid- 
ance in  these  reladons  came  largely  from  die  Schuy- 
lers,  under  whom  Sir  William  Johnson  was  trained.'' 

The  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  super- 
seded the  State  supervision,  which  now  has  to  do 
only  with  certain  lands  and  some  other  matters 
connected  with  the  reservations  in  the  State. 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  INDIAN  AFFiURSL 

These  oflicers  were  once,  perhaps,  the  most  im- 
portant in  tbeir  functions,  of  any  in  Albany  Cotwty 
and  the  territory  extending  a  great  distance  around 
it.  The  men  who  held  it  were  leading  men  of  die 
time,  and  their  names  should  here  be  recorded. 


ind  MSgislraln  of  Athaajr. 


Joachim  Staat?, 
Jobumis  Wentlell, 
Jah 


SUnky, 


Gaai|e 


19,  i«90. 

Kycr  Jacobz  bchcrmerhom, 
Ifaforef  Albuf. 

1691. 

MerSdniykr. 
John  Todcr, 

Dirck  Wessds. 


Auoutr  10,  1690. 
Peter  Schuykr,  Svot  Bsnciker, 

Godfrey  DaOiaa,  DJrck  WcsseU, 

Majm,  «r  Oe  libyor  far  Uw  time  beii^. 

|0ur,  16981 

Mayor,  Rcootdw,  Aldenneii  and  CommoMl^. 
Dirck  Wowb,  Headrick  Hooae. 

r7o6. 

Peter  Schuyler,  Myndert  Schl^kr, 

Capt.  Wccms,  Johannis  Cuyter,  , 

The  Mayor,  V.svxX  Itatickcr, 

Joluuulis  Abeel,  Henry  lloIUnd, 

KiUnB       RensKlaer,       Peter  Van  Bra|^ 
Hendriek  Van  RenaaefaMr. 

April  25,  171a 

Johannis  Cuyler, 
John  Schuyler, 
Myndert  Schuykr. 

IVtcr  Van  Uru^i, 
Johannis  Rose  boom. 

ryts. 

Peter  Schuyler,  Jiih,mtii*  Schuyltr, 

Kiliaan  Van  Renaaelaer,  Hendrick  Hanaen^ 
KidHid  Ingelddijr,  Myndeit  Schnytar, 

Peter  Van  Bn^b. 


Kiliaan  Van 

John 
Evert 
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Peter  Schuyler, 
KOmiiVui 


JOLV^  I71S< 

Jolm  Scfanjrtar, 
Myndert  Sdnqte* 
Robert  liTingatoa,  Jb, 
John  Cayter, 
FtlacVMiBragk. 

MOVKMIIER   13,  1730. 


1  Icnrv  1  loiiaiui 
X  *L  111  y  I  4Uii4Ulvi| 

Hendrick  Kuuen, 

Philip  Livincilaa, 

JblmCiiykr. 

John  CoUini. 

FMvVanBrag^ 

John  WcBildli 

Bvert  Bunker, 

JolHiBlMdKr. 

Konry  Hollnd, 

FUI^  liivkigilOBt 

Peter  Van  Brugl^ 

JohaiinkWtadeU, 

John  Collins, 

Emt  Wendell, 

John  Cuyler, 

Ilendriclc  Van  Ra 

Evert  Banckar, 

I>avid  Vu  Dyck. 

1726. 

Capt.  Connrcn, 

John  Cuyler, 

FMer  Van  Bragh, 

Efifft  llanffcifp 

HtHjr  HoMud, 

John  CoUin% 

Ueary  Rensselaer. 

13.  IT*- 


Ptiilip  Uvingstom, 

Hennanas  Wendell, 

Myndert  Schaylcr, 

Johanni-s  Koseboom, 

Evert  ISamker, 

Jeremiah  Van  Renuelacr, 

Riilger  Bicccker, 

Nicholas  Bleecker, 

Hany  HoUand, 

Evert  Wenddl, 

Staphanua  Groabedc, 

FbiUp  Schuylar, 

Peter  Van  Bragh, 

Rycr  Gei'iitas, 

Johannis  Cuyler, 

Bareiit  Sanders, 

Abraham  Cuyler, 

JuhannLs  T  anting. 

KoTCMBBX  I,  1732. 

Tfic  ['receding  wfth 

Henry  Van  KcnHdaCT, 

Jobajinis  SchayliT, 

Dirck  Ten  Broedc 

Jttwr  13.  1734- 

Philip  Livin^stoi^ 

Nicti.y.a,  I'.iL-L-ckcr, 

William  Dick, 

Rycr  ticrritse. 

Myndert  Schttykr, 

Dirck  Ten  Broeck, 

Jobn  S^ykr, 

Jobannia  Lantog,  Jr., 

Hendfidc  Van  Resad 

acr,    John  De  Peyster, 

Rntger  Bleecker, 

Jacob  Glen, 

Stephanas  tlroesbeck. 

Cornelius  Cuyler, 

riiiliji  Schuyler, 

John  Schuyler,  Jr.» 

Jerenfiah  Van  RentMl 

aer,    Edward  CoUm^ 

Edward  Holland, 

Abnluun  Cnylcr. 

«738- 

FUlip  LMnfitiM, 

Edward  darkey 

Comraajidant  at  Albany, 

MBBbmef  AwmMy  for  A11>any,  RcmHlMnrydt  ai 

Schenectady, 
Mayor,  KMttdar  and 


The  Council, 
CooUMBldant  at  Albany, 
liqw  and  Recorder  of  Al- 
bMjy, 

Jfn-nii.ili  \'.wl 
I'etcr  Wimic, 


of  Alfaaajr. 

5.  «739- 
Stephanus  CJrocsbeck, 
RutgLT  nicecker, 
John  I)c  Peyster, 
John  Schuyler,  Jr^ 
Jacob  Glen, 
Arent  Bradt, 


Edward  CaOiH^ 
Myndert  Sdnijlar, 
John  Sdnqrler, 

Philip  Livingston, 
John  Rutherford, 
Myndert  Schuyler, 
Afacahan  Cn^er, 
Nichola-s  Bleecker, 
Johannis  Laniiing,  Jr., 
Condina  Ciqricr, 


iCvvler, 

Hcudikkl^^. 

1742 

Mayor  1  )irck  Ten  Broeck, 
Kciordcr  HeodiidtTeBQfGk, 
Rntger  Bleecker, 
John  De  IVyitav^ 
Stt'phanuH  r.roeiback, 
Kycr  Gerritse, 
Edward  CaUkw. 

>74^ 

The  preoedkit  wfA  Ste^ihen  Van  KensKlaer, 

1746. 

Conmiwaiy  far  Indian  Affairs,  WiUiam  Johoaoa. 

NOVBUBF-R,  1752. 

Coomissioners,  The  Council.  Coniinandant  at  Albany, 
Sloibers  of  Assembly  of  Albany,  Rrnsaeiaerwyck,  Sche- 
nectady and  Livingston  Manor, 
Mayor  and  Recorder  of  Al-  Ucadcidi  Bleecker, 

hany,  John  Wndianan, 

Myndert  5>chuylcr,  Brtir  Groencndyck, 

Cornelius  Cuyler,  JohaHia  Lansing,  Jr., 

JaeobCTcBl^ 

yven.  15,  1754- 
Ifajrar  and  Recorder  of  Al-   Cornelius  Cuyler, 

hniqr,  John  Buchanan, 

Coonaandant  at  Alt>any,       Jacob  C.  Ten  Eycfc, 
Schuykr,  John  Bwrnilaar, 

Wtoae,  Sole  Sapenntendent,  AprO  15,  I755. 

FnanAEY,  1756. 
ohMoa,  Sir  Waujohaioa,  Bart 

JoiT,  1774. 
Guy  J<duMon,  Volkert  P.  Douw, 

State  Commiasionen^  Timothy  LilwarJ, 

Philip  Schuyler,  Oliver  Wokutt, 

It  has  not  been  our  purpose  to  discttn  the 
Indian  speculatively  in  r^ard  to  bis  origin ;  nor 
in  regard  to  his  personal  appearance,  his  dress, 
food  and  habh^  bis  manner  uf  life,  or  his 
views  tjpon  government  and  religion.  We  have 
confined  ourselves  to  bis  relations  to  the  early 
aetilen  of  Albany  County  and  vidnity,  and  their 
successors,  and  to  the  characteristics  ilcvdojied  hv 
the  educational,  moral  and  religious  influences  to 
which  they  were  atibjected  here  in  die  affidrs  of 
peace  and  war.  Wc  have  the  Indian  tA  the  Si.\ 
Nations  only  before  us  as  he  was  in  our  local 
history;  as  he  mingled  with  our  people  as  a  I'ur- 
trader,  in  treaties  of  peace,  in  our  county,  in  our 
wars,  in  our  records  of  treachery  and  carnage. 

More  will  be  said  of  Indian  treaties,  trade  and 
odier  local  matten  in  the  hiitory  of  Albiiny  Oxj. 

EARLY  DISCOVERY— VERRAZANa 
There  are  geographers  who  bdieve  that  Giovanni 

da  Verrazano,  a  Florentine  navigator,  commanding 
a  French  crew,  sailing  across  the  Atlantic,  and. 
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cruising  up  the  K;ist<.ni  coast  of  what  is  now  the 
United  Sutes,  entered  the  Bay  of  New  York  in  the 
spring  of  1524.  After  a  brief  tmj,  he  made 
no  &rther  sail  up  the  great  river,  no  farther  eniD- 
ination  of  its  beautiful  shores,  but  went  on  his 
way.  Coasting  along  New  England,  and  reluming 
to  Fiance,  he  made  a  report  of  bis  hurried  and 
comparatively  unimportant  trip  to  Francis  I.,  King 
of  Fiance,  in  July  following.  If  this  is  true,  the 
Dai^^  waa  the  flnt  Emopeaa  veaad  tint 
touche<l  the  waters  of  our  Hodson  River.  But 
the  French  monarch,  so  fiir  as  appears^  took  no 
notice  of  tbit  discovery.  Subsequent  French 
navigaton  {Mid  no  regard  to  it.  Cartier,  in  1534, 
and  others  near  his  time,  liid  not  follow  in  his 
track,  but  went  to  the  more  chilly  latitudes  and 
nunc  inhospitable  shores  of  the  St  Lawrence  tt> 
foond  New  France.  Could  they  have  been  ignorant 
of  the  voyages  of  Venazano?  And  Cbamplain 
aailed  ap  ^e  lake  that  bean  his  name  almost  to 
the  upper  waters  of  the  Hudson  in  1609,  entirely 
ignorant  of  French  claims,  or  oblivious  of  them  if 
he  even  heard  of  them.  This  neglect  of  the  alleged 
Verrazano  report,  in  an  age  of  diacovery,  and 
when  the  eyes  cf  (]!  Western  Europe  were  turned 
toward  these  shore.s,  and  all  its  monarchs  were 
esfer  to  increase  wealth  and  power  by  territorial  ex* 

ten-ions  in  America,  is  not  ea.sily explained.  Hence, 
many  regard  the  report  as  a  historic  fraud,  and  the 
whole  matter  as  a  fible.  We  give  the  fccts,  but 
express  no  opinion  in  this  place.  One  thing  b 
certain,  that  there  is  no  credible  evidence  that  any 
subsequent  settlements  or  trade  ever  resulted  from 
this  alleged  discovery  of  Verrssano;  nor  is  "tiie 
city  and  county  of  .Albany  "  indebted  to  it  for  its 
planting  and  growth.  Nothing  came  of  it ;  hence 
it  probably  has  nophce  wor^y  of  special  discossion 
in  this  history.* 

*  S«e  Dole,  pajic  1.  Kijrih«Tnior«,  it  is  l>trt?  proper  to  quote  agam 
from  *'  DtV'tvrr-.'-'*  m  Amfrti  .i  to  1515/'  i'y  \  J,  Wds«,  pp.  j6i,  363  ; 

"The  f>.  t  lh.>t        Kf-iich  h.^iJ  rh<-  llrjiiJe  RivOT  (Hud*on 

River,  t»>  Iht;  hcij^hi  u»  u.ivigatioa,  to  traxit-  with  the  IndUn*,  Umt 
iMfisffV  Henry  fludvit)  c»[.iU_irt'J  it,  is  com>borati?d  by  still  Rtrongvr 
MMimrmjr  than  that  alri-.idy  prcv.'nt<d  Out  .,<  th-:  cariieit  mapi 
repnvniinc  ihu  terniary  of  Nioi  N.  .l.-tlri.li  New  N'ttlieriaoil).  or 
that  pan  erf  N«w  Kraix-c  which  the  I  rcfu.h  h.\fl  c.v\\n\  I_.  l.rr.- 
d'Anurmev  Ber^e,  u  the  Fi(:uniii».j  Ch.irt  pru-jnt.  J  to  il  ir 
Mi(hiinc«es,  the  Lords  Siatsi  General  ol  the  1,'mttd  .Ncih  jrJ.ui  li.  on 
the  lilh  of  October,  1614,  by  >  numbef  of  Dutth  intrchanu, 
for  ■  >p«:al  license  to  navigate  and  traffic  within  the  limiK  »l  this 
fHt  of  North  America.  |Say«  John  R.  Brodhead.  the  historian : 
*TCUm  map  (nuule  ia  1614)  is  undoubtedly  one  at  the  most  interesting 
■■Mtklt  wm  iu««.  Il  il  afamt  three  feet  long,  and  shovs,  very 
W^mt^,  dW«eaiW  of  liw  Hnthoa  River  from  Manhattan  to  above 
AAajrHWdiaa  a  porliaa  of  the  sea-coast :  and  cootami,  likewise, 
WAnHMMi  Md  Mnofaada  about  the  iietghborinc  Indians.  The 
Wfc,ptlfea^«rcM4f  AaaaapniiMaf  Hudsoo  hioitcir,  and  made 
wlllto  SMJwmaf  Itodtaavwy  of  oar  river,  to  fidclitr  of  ddinea. 
liiiBji  wtivif  Im  nnriBlhta  Aw  ha  Ugh  aadquty.']   Oaa  of 


At  the  convention  at  A  j!!;iny  in  the  year  1754, 
held  by  the  Indian  Commissioners,  as  reported 
among  the  papers  of  Sir  WilKsm  Johnson,  a  speech 
was  made  by  one  of  the  Indians,  in  which  he  gives 
the  following  account  of  the  first  advent  of  the 
white  race  to  the  Hudson  River.  "Onr  litthers 
had  a  castle  <m  this  river.  As  one  of  them  walked 
out  he  saw  something  on  the  river,  but  was  at  a 
loss  to  know  what  it  was.  He  took  it  at  first  for  a 
great  Bsh.  He  ran  into  the  casde  and  gave 
notice  to  the  other  Indians.  Two  of  our  forefathers 
went  to  see  what  it  wa%  and  found  it  a  vessel  with 
men  in  it  They  immediately  joined  hahdt  widi 
the  men  in  the  vessel  and  became  friends  Hie 
white  people  told  them  they  should  not  come  up 
the  river  any  farther  at  that  time;  and  said  to  them 
they  wonld  return  from  whence  diey  came,  and 
cfime  ag:ain  in  a  year's  titne.  .\ccording  to  their 
promise  they  returned  in  a  year's  time,  and  came  as 
hx  np  the  liver  as  where  the  old  fort  stood.  Onr 
forefathers  invited  them  a.shore  and  said  to  them,  we 
will  give  you  a  place  to  make  you  a  town.  It  shall 
be  from  this  place  up  to  sudi  a  stream  (meaning 
Patroon's  Creek),  and  from  the  river  badt  up  to 
the  hill.  ' 

In  an  able  document  sent  by  "The  People  of 
New  Nedierlands*  to  "The  High  and  Mighty 
Ix)rds  States  General  of  the  United  Netherlands," 
on  the  28th  July,  1649,  occnrs  the  following,  the 
insertion  of  which  seems  pertinent  here : 

"In  die  year  of  Christ  itfo9  was  the  country,  of 
which  we  now  propose  to  speak,  first  fnund  and 
discovered  at  the  expense  <>{  tlie  General  East  India 
CiMiipany — though  directing  their  aim  and  des^ 
elsewhere — by  the  ship  de  JKiAv  MoHt,  whereof 
Henry  Hudson  w.is  master  and  factor.  It  was 
afterward  nameii  New-Netherland  by  our  people, 
and  dwt  veiy  justly,  for  it  was  fint  discovered  and 
taken  possession  of  by  \ew  Netherlanders  and  at 
their  expense,  so  that  even  at  the  present  day  the 
natives  of  the  country,  who  are  so  old  as  to 
rementl)er  the  event,  testify  that,  on  seeing  the 
Dutch  ships  on  their  first  coming  here,  they  knew 
not  what  to  make  of  them,  whether  they  came 
down  from  heaven  or  were  devils,  .'wme  of  them 
on  its  fiistapproadi,  even  imagined  it  to  be  n  fish  or 

Frt-nch  were  thf  t^i-coverors  of  the  GnsSs  UvvVfladlfeal  ikiy  ksd 
been  trading  with  ih«  Mohawks  long  biim  rlBn  Hm(f-tttm  aUlaiiap 
tb«  rivrr  lltv  plain  language  of  the  iaacnptioo  nialies  all  cjq>Unatioo 
of  its  meaning  unnecessary  :  '  But  as  ha  as  tme  can  understand  bjr 
what  the  Maqiiaas  (Mohawks)  say  and  show,  the  Fraoch  COMWidk 
stoops  as  high  up  as  their  country  lo  uad<  with  ibeai.'  A  f*t  HmSl 
of  this  oiop  is  in  the  State  Ubrary.  and  th*  iBicti|HioB  abov*  rafcirail 
to  ia  aa  follows :  '  Ha  ao  vtl*  man  haaA  rwiiw  »«ril**i  oyt  i  mmm 
■MkbtilnyeB  vaa  da  Maqoaaaso  corns  im  ItrMesfM  Ml  itaapM 
UK  bona  aao  haer  l—J  mux  haadny  IimJiIb  * "  OkR.B. 
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some  sea-monster,  bo  tliat  a  strange  rumor  con- 
cerniQg  it  flew  throngfa  the  whole  country.  We  have 
heaid  die  IndtiM  alio  freqaendj  say  that  they 
knew  of  no  other  woild  or  people  pievioai  to  the 
arrival  of  the  NetherUmdera  here." 

EARLY  DISCOVERY— HENRY  HUDSON 

AND  HIS  FOLLOWERS. 

Ueniy  Hudson  first  made  known  to  the  civilized 
wofld  "the  great  river  of  die  North,*  which  we 
now  call  Hudson  in  honor  oftllisbold  discoverer. 
He  was  an  English  navigator,  an  intimate  fhend  of 
the  ftmoni  Captain  John  Smith,  who  had  been 

employed  by  London  nK-r(.hants  in  tlic  vain  search 
for  a  pa^vsap-c  to  India  by  the  Northern  seas.  'I"he 
pursuit  being  abandoned  by  them,  as  is  said,  it  was 
oonthined  by  the  Dntdi  Eait  India  Company.  On 
die  4th  of  .^pril,  he  sailed  from  .\mstcrdam, 

widi  a  crew  of  about  ao  English  and  Dutch  sailors, 
iBtfaei7a^-Jl/00»,  ayachtofaboatSotons.  Impas- 
sable ice  tnmed  his  prow.  Steering  across  the 
Atlantic,  touching  the  shores  of  the  Penobscot  Bay 
and  Cape  Cod,  he  proceeded  to  the  capes  of  the 
Chempeak^  which  he  reached  early  ha  August 
Thence  he  .sailed  northerly  along  the  coast, 
entering  rivers'  mouths,  until  he  anchored  in 
New  Yoik  Bay  early  in  September.  On  the 
ISth,  he  commenced  sailing  up  the  river,  advancini^ 
as  (ar  as  he  found  it  safely  navigable,  probably  to  a 
point  near  the  present  site  of  Hudson  City,  .\nchor- 
ing  here  on  the  19th,  he  .sent  a  boat  with  his  mate 
and  four  men  further  up  the  river,  which,  no  doubt, 
passed  the  site  of  Albany.  He  may  iiave  proceeded 
the  whole  lengdi  of  the  present  waxXfy  as  6r  as  the 

sprouts  of  il>e  Mohawk.  On  tlie  23d,  convinced 
that  this  ' '  River  of  the  Mountains  "  furnished  no 
shorter  route  to  China  and  the  Indies,  he  leisnrely 

returned  down  the  strcatn,  sailiiis^  >iut  h.<  sea,  and 
reaching  En_i,Mati>!  N' iveniber  71I1.  He  hail  many 
interviews  witii  natives  along  the  shores,  generally 
of  die  most  friendly  character.   They  came  to  hi  m 

in  boats  laden  with  fmit,  meat,  furs,  and  their  own 
manuiactiues;  they  received  trinkets  in  return  with 
great  delighL  He  found  the  inhabitants  below  die 
highlands  more  savage  and  faithless  than  those  &r- 
thcr  nortli.  Delighted  with  tlie  noble  stream,  its 
banks  rich  in  autumnal  foliage,  fertile  in  [ruit.s, 
splendid  in  varied  scenery,  and  courring  through  a 
region  evidently  abounding  in  large  resources  for 
adventure  and  wealth,  his  report  to  the  Dutch 
Company  was  most  lavoiaUe;  Itwasnotfeigotten 
by  them.  The  next  year,  another  vessel  w  as  sent 
out  by  shrewd  merchants  of  Amsterdam,  which 
made  a  soccessfhl  adventure  in  the  fiir  trade  along 


the  Mauritius,  as  the  Dutch  first  nanud  tiie  Hudson. 
Other  vessels  followed  in  161 1,  1612,  1613  and 
1 6 14,  on  voyages  of  discover)-  and  trade  detains 
John  DeWitt.  HendrickCorstiaenseii,  Adrian  Block, 
and  Cornelius  Jacobsen  Mey  were  foremost  in  these 
enterprises.  The  coast,  with  contiguous  islands, 
river  mouths  and  bays,  an  along  frcm  Ibhant  lo 
Delaware  Bay,  were  visited  by  them.  Tlie  Fresh 
or  Connecticut,  and  other  rivers  were  ascended  so 
br  as  they  could  be  navigated.  Manhattan  Island 
was  made  the  chief  depot  of  trade,  and  Corstiaoisen 
was  appointed  agent  for  the  Holland  fur  traffickers. 
In  this  same  year,  161 2,  he  began  laying  the  foun- 
dations of  the  future  commercial  metropolis  of  this 
now  great  Republic  in  the  construction  of  a  small 
fort  with  a  lew  rude  buildings,  on  the  southern 
extremis  of  die  island. 

NEW  NETHERLANDS  — THE  ENGLISH 
CLAIM. 

In  1614  the  territor)' extending  from  ("ape  Cod 
to  the  Delaware  River  was  caileil  New  Netherland.s, 
and  claimed  as  under  tiie  States  General  of  Hoi- 
land.  Its  Kmils  were  not  well  defined,  Irat  h  was 
understood  to  include  all  the  coasts  and  islands 
herein  and  adjacent,  and  the  lands  upon  the  Dela- 
ware Hudson  and  Connecticut  rivers,  so  fiir  as 
the  Dutch  needed  them  for  setUements  and  trade. 
But  the  chum  was  not  admitted  by  Ei^land.  The 
English  Cabots  had— as  was  then  believed  been 
the  first  of  Europeans  to  discover  the  coast  of  Nordi 
America. 

'I'he  whole  territorj-  in  North  America,  l)ing  be- 
tween the  34th  and  4Sdi  panUds  of  ladtnde^  wa* 

claimed  by  England  by  riijlit  of  [(rior  discovery. 
The  dsum  extended  from  the  .\ilantic  to  the  Pacific; 
In  1606,  on  April  loth,  two  patents  were  granted 
by  James  I.,  King  of  Great  Britain,  dividing  dds 
territory  into  North  Virginia  and  South  Virginia — 
the  former  was  given  for  the  purpose  of  colonization 
to  the  Plymouth  Company ;  the  latter  to  the  Loo- 

don  Company.  The  settlement  of  JamestOWtt  in 
1607,  and  Plymouth,  in  1620,  resulted. 

It  was  in  1613  diat  the  English  made  dieir  first 
demonstration  ai,'ainst  the  Dutch  possessions. 
Governor  Samuel  Aigal,  of  Virginia,  on  his  return 
fifom  a  hostile  expedition  agdnst  die  Ptendi  setde> 
menu  in  Acadia,  "  found  at  Manhattan  Isle  four 
houses  built  and  a  pretended  Dutch  governor,* 
says  Captain  Smith.  Says  Chalmers,  there  was  only 
"a  trading  boose"  there.  Be  diis  as  it  may.  Algal 
Nisilcd  the  Governor  and  demanded  posession, 
alleging  that  Hudson,  an  Englisli  subject,  could 
not  alienate  from  the  English  Crown  what  was 
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properlya  part  of  Virginia.  Im  ajiable  <>rrcsistancc, 
Curstiaensen,  then  in  cotninand, peaceably  submitted 
Uoifldf  and  hie  00I0D7  to  die  King  of  England 
It  is  well  known  that  New  England  never  had  any 
rcsfKct  (or  the  Dutch  claim.  The  Holland  com- 
panies kept  i)oMewion  for  fifty  yeaia  longer,  and  laid 
their  fuundations,  some  of  which  still  remain  in  the 
New  York  of  to-day.  From  the  western  part  of 
Long  Island,  and  up  the  Hudson  to  the  Mohawk, 
InclndiDg  Albany  and  adjacent  aettlementB,  it  le- 
maincd  New  Netherlands,  with  little  disturbance 
from  the  £nglish,  until  1 664,  when  might  decided 
the  question  of  right 

THE  UNITKD  NKW  NKTHKRLAXDS  CO. 
The  importance  of  establishing  a  trading  post  near 
the  head  <rf'ttie  navigable  waters  of  the  Mauritius 
early  attracted  the  attcntinn  lirndrick Corstiaen- 
seu  and  other  enterprising  iiolianders.  A  general 
charter  of  concessions  to  disooveren  of  new  covn- 
tftes  was  passed  by  the  Holland  Government,  at 
Hague,  March  27,  16 14.  A  special  charter  was 
granted  by  the  States  General,  under  date  of  Oct 
II,  1614,  to  a  company  of  .\mstcrdain  merchants 
and  others  of  the  United  New  NetlierUuuls  Co. ,  giv- 
ing them  the  monopoly,  until  January  1,  1618,  of 
all  tiavdandtfadein  the  New  Netheriaiub,  during 
whidi  time  thqr  were  anthoriied  to  make  four  voy- 
ages. 

In  t6t4,  with  a  lew  trappeis  and  traders,  Cors- 

tiaensen  sailed  up  the  river,  and  erected  a  fort  and  a 
store  house,  upon  what  was  then  named  Kasteeul, 
or  Castle  Island,  just  bdow  the  site  of  the  later  Fort 
Orangey  and  carried  on  a  brisk  trade  in  furs  and 
peltry  with  the  Indians.  The  fort  was  called 
Nassau.  The  island,  now  called  Van  Rensselaer, 
is  situated  in  the  town  of  Bethldiem.  Contiaensen 
was  munlered  shortly  after  by  a  malicious  Indian 
in  his  employ,  and  Jacob  Jacobsen  Klkins,  hii 
Hentenant,  sncoeeded  him  aa  agent  for  the  com- 
pany. Nothing  was  done  for  the  settlement  or  de> 
velopment  of  the  lands. 

Theqmng  floods  so  disturbed  the  works  on  the 
idand  that  Elldns' removed  them,  some  time  aibr, 
to  the  mouth  oftheTawasentha.now  Norman's  Kill, 
where  there  is  said  to  have  once  been  a  Mohawk 
castle  and  burial  pbce.  Her^  tradition  has  it,  as 
stated  elsewhere,  was  oondnded,  alKiut  this  time, 
the  first  formal  trea^  of  friendship  and  alliance  with 
die  IndiwiWi 

Their  charter  expiring  January-  1,  1618,  this 
company  unsuccessfully  petitioned  for  its  renewal. 
Cither  the  returns  made  to  the  Holland  capitalists 
had  been  unsatiaftctoiy,  or  a  more  powarlul  in- 


fluence was  at  work  towards  getting  up  aootfaer 
company  to  occupy  their  hunting  grounds. 

During  the  more  than  five  years  of  interval  be- 
tween ifiiS  and  i'>23,  tradition  has  it  that  Klkins 
and  some  of  bis  traders  still  remained  and  carried 
on,  with  the  aid  of  the  Holland  ships,  a  lucrative 
trade,  there  being  none  to  diapute.  It  is  thought  that 
some  of  these  adventurers  remained  and  joined 
themselves  with  those  who  came  under  the  new 
company  in  1613.  During  tlieae  five  yean  there 
might  have  been  free  trade.  But  those  who  had 
been  longest  on  the  ground  bad,  of  course,  the  ad- 
vantage. ElUns  evidendy  was  not  pleased  widi 
his  treatment  by  the  States  and  the  West  India 
Company,  as  appears  further  on  by  his  return,  in 
i6j3,  with  an  English  ship. 

THE  DUTCH  WEST  INDIA  CO. 

June  3,  1621,  the  congress  or  government  of 
Hdbad,  called  the  "Slates  Genera], "tncorporeted 
the  Dutch  West  India  Co.,  investing  it  with  almost 
regal  powers  for  carrying  on  tiade  and  planting 
setdements  fitnn  Cape  Horn  to  Newfoundland,  fot 
a  pericnl  of  24  years.  Its  jurisdiction  over  the 
Province  of  New  Netherlands,  the  special  object  of 
its  enterprise,  was  exclusive.  It  was  authorized  to 
appointgovemon  with  Ae  approval  of  the  "Slates," 
to  colonize  territory,  erect  forts  and  administer  jus- 
tice. Its  executive  management  was  given  to  a 
Board  of  ninctem  Directors,  one  to  be  appointed 
by  the  "States,"  the  remaining  eighteen  by  the 
company,  to  be  distributed  through  five  separate 
chambers,  in  five  different  cides  of  Holland.  The 
Province  of  New  Netherlands  was  assigned  to  the 
Amsterdam  Chamber.  The  company  was not  ftllly 
organized  until  llie  spring  of  1633,  when  it  vigor- 
ously entered  upon  extensive  operarions.  At  this 
time  tla-  F.nglish  ambas.sador  at  T!ic  H  iguc,  for- 
mally protested  against  these  encroachments  of  the 
Dutch  fiir  tradeis ;  but  no  armed  force  was  moved 
to  prevent  carrying  out  their  pLins. 

In  April,  1623,  a  vessel  under  command  of 
Comelisen  Jacobsen  Mey,  as  Director,  came  over 
from  Holland  wiUi  ddity  Gunilies,  chiefly  Walloons, 
or  French  Protestants,  and  landed  at  New  Amster- 
dam. Of  thes^  it  is  said,  that  eight  families  came 
up  the  Hudson  as  lar  as  the  present  site  of  Albany, 
where  they  built  Fort  Orange,  about  two  miles 
above  Fort  Nassau— the  location  being  near  the 
present  steamboat  square. 

Maurice,  of  Nassau,  Prince  of  Orange,  w  ho,  at 
the  age  of  18,  had  sdccecdcd  his  murdered  failicr 
in  the  government  of  tlie  Ix)w  Countries,  was  dte 
Washington  of  his  oountiy.    By  his  wisdcmi. 
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bravery  and  indastiy  be  strengthened  and  oonfirmed 

t!ie  now  rt  pnblic  of  Nctlierhmls,  ;\nd  ranked  amnnp 
tiie  tinit  generals  and  statesmen  of  his  age.  He  was 
mncb  beloved  and  eateened  bj  fab  ooontiytnen. 
In  his  honor  they  named  the  river  Mauritius,  and 
the  forts  Nassau  and  Orange.  Another  Fort  Na»- 
ssa  was  built  near  this  time  on  the  Delaware  River. 

The  Walloons  were  French  Protestants  who  re- 
sided on  the  borders  l>etween  Beljcium  and  France, 
and  were  distinguished  for  industr}'  and  valor. 

face  dcwended-  many  bmilMfl  in  tiiii 
State.  The  first  white  child  bom  in  N'ew  Nether- 
lands was  Sarah  Rapelje,  daughter  of  one  of  the 
Walloon  aettlen,  whow  bifth  occnmd  June  7, 
1625,  and  whose  dcscendaitiB  are  alill  to  be  foand 
on  Long  Island  and  vicinity. 

Catelyn  Trioo,  born  in  Paris,  France,  is  claimed 
to  have  been  the  fiist  white  woaaa  in  Albany. 
This  claim  is  based  on  her  own  testiinony,  made  in 
1 6:18,  when  she  was  83  years  old,  which  makes  her 
born  in  1605,  and  cominf  to  Albany  In  1613,  when 
■he  wa.s  1 8  years  old.  She  testifies  that  she  came  to 
this  countr}'  in  the  first  ship,  called  the  Umty^  com- 
manded by  Adrien  Jorise,  that  came  ffom  Holland 
to  New  Netherlands  for  the  \\  >t  I  ndia  Company. 
She  tells  us  that  two  families  and  six  men  were  sent 
to  Hartford,  Connecticut;  two  iainilics  and  eight 
men  to  Detawaie  River ;  eight  men  were  left  at 
Manhattan,  and  the  rest  went  as  far  up  as  Albany, 
which  they  called  Fort  Orange.  She  nys  that 
dMMe  trho  came  to  Albany  and  naade  a  email  fort 
were  eighteen  families  ;  that  they  made  themselves 
some  huts  of  bark.  Adrien  Jorise  remained  all 
winter  and  sent  his  son  home  with  the  ship.  She 
lepKKttta  the  Indians  as  very  peaceable^  and  car* 

r}ini;  on  a  very  active  trade  in  beaver  and  peltry. 
After  three  years  she  left  Albany  and  went  to  New 
Yolk,  and  afterward  to  Walbbont  She  atatea  that 
the  other  women  on  board,  four  in  number,  were 
niarried  and  went  to  the  Delaware  River.  Consid- 
ering her  age  and  (he  interval  of  time,  her  state- 
ment, while  it  may  be  comct  in  the  main,  is  to  be 
taken  with  some  allowance.  It  is  remarkable  that 
only  one  woman  came  up  to  Fort  Orange  at  that 
time  and  lemained  as  .the  first  and  only  female 
here  for  three  years.  The  number  of  "eighteen 
fcmilics "  differs  from  all  other  sutemenla  in  our 
knowledge. 

The  Commisearies  at  Fort  Orange  or  Beverwvck, 

now  Albany,  were  Vice-Directors  of  the  West 
India  Company.  Tliey  were  commanders,  also,  of 
tfwftwt  Weftadthe  mmMsof  Aefollovring ; 

Daniel  Krieckkebceck,  Peter  Barentsen,  Pastian 
Janaen  Krol,  Joriasen  Houten,  Hannan  Mynderts 


Van  der  Bogaert,  Carl  Van  Brugge,  Jan  Lai  m  lie, 
John  Dydkaum,  John  De  Decker,  John  La  Mon- 
tagne 

The  Datdi  Diiedon-Genenl,  otherwise  called 

Commanders  and  (lovemors,  under  the  West 
India  Company  and  the  Sates  General  of  Holland, 
from  1633  to  1674,  were  as  followi : 

DUTCH  GUVERNORS. 


Adiiea  JoriM  ltfS3 

Candies  Jaoofaim  tfey  1614 

William  Verinilrt  

IVtir  Mirniit  M-^y  4.  '626 

Wouter  Van  T wilier  April,  1633 

William  Kieft  ..March  28.  1638 


FMar  S«uj  wiasl,  Msf  li>  i6«7.  *»  September  8^ 
itf4,  wim  the  city  was  lerraidcrad  to  the 

Kngli^h. 

Anthony  Colve,  September  Ig,  1673,  when  the  city 
was  retaken  by  the  Ehitch,  to  Navcinbcr  lo, 
1674,  when,  by  traaQr,  it  was  acaia  givcB  ovor 
tftttsFSgliih 

These  officers  had  their  seat  at  the  Manhattan!  or 

New  Amsterdam,  now  New  Yoifc,  which  was  rec- 
ognized as  the  capital  of  New  Netherland.s,  and 
^  centre  not  only  of  civil  power,  but  of  trade. 
All  emigrants  fiom  Europe  landed  here,  and  all 
who  returned  took  ship  here.  Here  were  collected 
all  furs,  peltries,  grain,  &c.,  and  from  this  port 
tmnshipmeni  was  made  to  HoUand ;  and  all  goods 
intended  for  the  use  of  the  coloni.sts,  orf  >r  trade 
among  them  or  the  Indians  were  here  received, 
duly  entered,  and  ftom  thence  seat  teth  to  thdr 
destination. 

The  first  two  Governors  were  skipi>crs  of  vessels 
that  took  over  some  of  the  first  immigrants  under 
the  West  India  Cbmpaaf  ,  and  had  something  to 
dowidl  locating  Fort  Orange,  in  the  year  1623,  or 
as  some  of  the  early  documents  say,  in  1634.  The 
Ibrmer  date  is  supported  by  the  best  aathoritiea 
Of  Verhults  we  find  nothing. 

Minuit,  the  first  fully  empowered  Director-Gen- 
eral, purchased  of  the  Indians  the  Island  of  Man- 
hattan,  in  1636,  ibr  a  sum  equal  to  about  $24.  He 
was  a  deacon  in  the  Church  of  Wesel,  whence  he 
came,  and,  so  far  as  we  learn,  was  a  peace-loving 
man  and  a  Jost  pvbHc  officer.  His  ooncspoodence 
with  Governor  William  Bradford,  of  Plymouth,  was 
dignified,  courteous  and  honorable.  It  idaied  to 
territorial  jarisdiction.  About  16x7,  Bradford,  hear- 
ing that  the  Dutch  were  encroaching  by  sending 
ships  to  Narragan'^ett  Hay  to  trade,  sent  Mr.  Kdward 
Winslow  to  remonstrate.  Soon  alter,  Minuit  sent  a 
veiy  fiiendly  letter  to  Governor  Bradford,  oougiat- 
ulating  Plymouth  Colony  ujxtn  its  prosperity,  and 
jnroposing  trade  and  friendly  relations  in  the  future. 
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To  this  the  Governor  of  Plymouth  replied  in  most 
friendly  terms,  alluding  to  the  h<>spitality  which  the 
Pilgrims  had  received  in  Holland  a  few  years  pre- 
vioi]%  and  — iiiring  the  Governor  of  New  Nedier- 
lands  that  they  and  their  children  after  them  would 
never  forget  the  same.  At  the  same  time  be  as- 
awed  Governor  Minoit  that  he  must  leapect  the 
ijg^ltfill  claims  of  the  Pilgrims  uf  Plymt>uth,  and 
not  allow  bis  skiflb  to  come  to  Narraganseu  for 
beavcia.  He  alao  complained  that  the  Datch  were 
selling  moaketa^  powder  and  shot  to  the  Indians. 
Other  courtesies  of  the  most  ]ile.>vi!i;?  rli.iriKter 
were  kept  up  during  the  time  of  Minuit,  in  which 
each  manfellf  amerted  wliat  he  regarded  aa  right, 
while  there  arose  no  unfrieniily  words.  Minuit 
erected  Fort  Amsterdam  near  the  site  of  the  present 
Bfttterj,  and  directed  all  his  eneigiea  to  (banding  a 
State  similar  to  that  in  Fatherland.  By  his  concili- 
ating disposition,  he  kept  on  pleasant  terms  with  the 
Indians.  After  his  recall,  he  went  tu  Sweden,  and 
afterward  appeared  as  the  leader  of  50  Swedish  im- 
migrants who,  in  April,  1638,  landed  on  thesiteof 
New  Castle  and  founded  New  Sweden,  which  was 
broken  np  faj  the  rapedooa  ^yremnt  in  1655, 
and  subjected  to  the  West  India  Company. 

Van  Twiller  married  into  the  Van  Rensselaer 
ftmilf,  and  came  to  New  Netherlaada  in  conse- 
quence, as  the  pa.TM  n';,  a.'cnt  in  OrlccHnf  and 
locating  lands.  He  alierward  was  one  of  the 
executors  of  the  estate  uf  Kiliaan  \  an  Rensselaer, 
and,  widi  John  Van  Wedf,  s  gwudian  of  hia  a»n 
Jobannis.  during  his  minority.  As  Governor  he 
was  faithful  to  the  West  India  G>mpany,  but  noted 
for  Ua  want  of  good  jndgment  and  ezeeatlTe 
abilities.  His  dealings  with  the  English,  who  took 
«p  daims  upon  the  Connecticut  River  in  1 640, 
were  characterised  bjr  ridicaloas  Uoattr  and  ignoble 
fiulare  to  carry  out  Ilia  flucatL  He  was  eqaaltf 
unsuccessful  in  his  attempt  upon  \hf  fort  at  Becren 
Island.  He  was  greedy  of  gain  aiid  successful  in  his 
greed ;  gteat  in  peper  protaal%  timid  hi  acdon. 
He  lived  {leaceahly  with  the  Indian%and  liad  little 
trouble  with  his  subordinates. 

It  waa  hi  1635,  dating  the  time  of  Van  Twiller, 
that  the  first  English  ship»  the  WWam,  sailed  up  the 
Hudson  River.  It  was  commanded  by  KIkins, 
who  had  spent  some  years  in  trading  w  iih  the  In- 
diana in  this  vidnitf  under  the  United  New  Ncth. 
er!.)i;ds  Company.  In  spite  of  the  refusal  of  the 
Dutch  Governor  at  New  Amsterdam  to  give  him  a 
license,  be,  eaaerting  the  English  chdm  to  the  terri- 
tory, defiantly  proceeded  to  a  place  about  a  mile 
below  Fort  Orange,  where  he  landed,  pitched  his 
tent,  and,  toe  a  few  weeks,  pursued  a  lucrative 


trade  in  furs.  The  traders  at  Fort  Orange  protested, 
and  soon  after,  with  the  aid  of  ships  and  crews  sent 
up  from  Fort  4\msterdam,  compelled  the  bluff 
captain  to  strike  his  tent,  re^hip  his  gooda  and 
take  his  furs  down  the  river.  His  ship  was  con- 
voyed to  sea,  and  he,  utterly  discomfited,  returned 
to  London. 

KicTt  was  avaricious,  rash  and  unscrupulous. 
He  kept  himself  and  his  colony  in  constant  excite- 
ment and  trooUfe  He  qaancled  with  his  imder 
ofhcers;  he  was  vindictive  toward  those  who  difr 
fered  fr«im  him  in  matters  >  if  public  policy;  he  was 
oppressive  and  arbitrary  among  ihc  people.  With 
the  English  hi  Connecticot,  the  Swedes  on  the 
Delaware,  the  Indian  tribes  on  every  side,  and  the 
colonists  at  his  own  door,  he  was  in  continual 
strife.  Bf  his  own  abandoned  kAXf  ht  aronaed  tlie 
Indians  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Amsterdam,  who 
had  been  friendly  under  his  predecessors,  to  deeds 
of  fiery  hatred  and  savage  vengeance.  His  thirst 
for  blood  seemed  to  equal  that  of  tiie  eavages,  and 
he  expres-icd  himself  determined  upon  a  war  of 
exterminaiion  of  the  natives.  Neither  life  nor 
property  waa  safe.  War  raged  for  years.  Flelda 
were  devastaleil:  homes  desolated  ;  and  the  blood 
of  the  innocent  citizen  and  the  ferocious  savage 
flowed  freely  on  every  side.  The  very  existenoe  of 
the  colonies  in  and  near  Manhattan  was  menaced. 
Help  finally  came  from  New  Kngland  under  Capt 
Underbill,  for  Kieft  had  no  leader.  The  war 
ceased.  Kieft,  recalled  for  his  offences,  gathered 
his  treasures  and  took  ship  for  Europe.  He  was 
never  heard  of  more.  His  vessel  was  wrecked 
on  die  coast  of  Wales,  and' the  bed  man  was  en- 
gulfed in  (he  aagij  wavea  with  aU  Ida  ill-gottcn 
treasure. 

The  Indian  wars  had  lasted  about  five  of  die 
eif^t  ytax%'  reign  of  this  infiunoos  wretch,  during 
which  he  had,  like  an  arrant  coward  as  he  was, 
stayed  in  bis  fort  and  exulted  in  the  ruin  around 
him  and  hia  own  penonal  aafetf.  At  the  b^;fai- 
ning  of  these  wars  the  population  of  New  Nethei^ 
lands  was  about  3,000;  at  its  close,  less  than 
i,ooa  New  Amaierdam  contained  only  about  100 
people  when  peace  came,  August  31,  1645. 
unlamented  end  was  regarded  as  an  act  of  retribu- 
tive divine  Justice. 

We  And  no  evidence  in  the  record  of  these  dmes 
that  the  savage  wars  of  the  lower  Hudson  seriously 
disturbed  the  dwellers  about  Fort  Orange.  No 
doubt  they  had  acceaeioaa  from  those  who  fled 
from  the  cruel  carnage.  No  doubt  they  had  fears 
of  similar  outbreaks,  whidt,  piobefafy,  were  hin- 
dered by  their  pleasant  idatfona  in  trade  to  dw 
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poweriul  Mohawk*,  who  were  a  wall,  for  many 

years,  to  this  weak  frontier  people. 

Much  may  be  aeen  of  the  character  of  $tuyve- 
•ant  under  our  RcDiMlaerwyck  heading.  He  was 
a  brave  man  -decided  in  his  convictions,  persistent 
in  canning  them  into  action.  He  aimed  to  be 
true  tu  his  trust.  He  restored  peace,  and  dealt 
pmdendy  with  his  Indian  neigbbon.  When  these 
savage  tribes  broke  out  in  their  iavager}'  he  u-as 
equal  to  the  emergency.  They  found  him  not 
wanting  in  coonge  aikd  energy,  nor  in  prompt 
justice.  There  were  tlien  no  settlements  from  Fort 
Amsterdam  to  the  Caukills,  except  at  Eaopus,  now 
Kingston.  The  restless  and  blood-thirsty  Indians 
about  here  were  etTectoally  reduced  and  pat  in  sub- 
jection under  his  manap^ement  in  1663.  He  was  a 
man  of  military  experience ;  honest,  but  im- 
petioaB ;  a  believer  in  fwerogativea ;  aibitraiy  in 
action.  He  was  str;ingely  inclined  to  arresting 
and  shutting  up  in  prison  those  who  opposed  his 
view%  and  to  confiscating  thrir  estates  as  if  guilty  of 
treason  against  the  government.  He  quarreled 
with  his  Vice-Director  and  other  officers  :  1k\  as  will 
appear  farther  on,  was  in  a  contin\ial  contention 
with  the  officers  of  the  patiooo  at  Beaverwyck. 
He  was  feared,  but  not  beloved.  He  did  nut 
make  friends  with  the  Yankees,  the  Swedes,  or  the 
Dntch.  The  States  General  disapproved  his 
conne,  and  the  West  India  Company,  which  ap- 
pointed bim  and  loi^  sustained  him,  doubted  the 
wisdom  of  mmg  of  his  transactions. 

FIRST  SFnTI.KMKN'r. 
The  first  settlement  of  Albany  County  has  been 
written  down  under  thedale  of  1(09^  when  Hud- 
son's boat,  probably,  passed  the  site  ofotircity;  in 
1610,  when  certain  Holland  skippers  were  prospect- 
ingaiong  our  duxes ;  in  1614,  when  Captain  Cor- 
siiaensen  and  his  hunters  and  trappers  planted 
themselves,  for  trade  in  furs,  on  Kasteel  Island  ;  in 
l6si,  when  the  Dutch  West  India  Company  was  first 
eatabllahed ;  and  in  1633,  when,  according  to  the 
best  e\'idence  we  now  have,  this  same  companv 
actually  landed  a  few  Hollanders  upon  the  territory 
now  called  Albany,  to  engage,  as  their  fiKtors  and 

senants,  in  the  collection  and  transmission  of  furs 
and  peltries.  Kone  of  these  events  can  be  reckoned 
as  dating  die  flnt  aeldement  of  our  county. 

Probably  not  a  drop  of  the  blood  of  any  of 
those  early  adventurers  courses  in  the  veins  of  ariv 
whitedtiaen  of  this  State  or  nation.  Few,  if  any, 
hndftmiliss.  Snne  died  here  and  turned  todoat ; 

odien  Ittumed  to  their  native  land  when  their 

aenrioe  was  over.  They  did  not  come  to  stay.  None 


cane  as  cotonbb^  occupying  land  and  cultivating  it 

Fish,  deer,  wild  fowl  and  other  game  abounded. 
Native  fruits  were  plenty.  Possibly,  a  few  vegeta- 
bles, and  some  com  and  other  grain,  werendsedin 
patches  near  the  furt.  S^^mie  f(MKl  was  brought 
over  in  ships.  For  a  few  trinkets  the  rest  was 
purchased  from  the  Indian  squaws,  who  cultivated 
them.  They  were  no  more  "fiist  settlers,"  dtan 
were  the  first  adventurers  that  went  out  from  ouf 
Sutes  to  the  mines  of  California,  40  years  ago,  the  - 
first  settiers  of  that  great  State  and  its  San  Fran- 
cisco, now  the  gem  of  the  Pacific. 

"It  never  began  to  be  settled  until  every  ooeiiad 
liberty  to  trade  with  the  Indians,  inasmuch  as  up 
to  this  time  no  one  calculated  to  remain  there 
lonper  than  the  exiMraiinn  of  his  Uounden  time, 
and  therefore  did  not  apply  Uicmselves  to  agricul- 
ture." Thus  aaya  a  Dutch  writer  of  thai  day.  The 
"FreeTVade  Liberty"  beg:an  about  1640. 

Tbeae  fictions  of  history  are  not  the  solid  facts 
for  us  to  build  u|)on.  Thoae  "first  fiuniliee"  did 
not  give  us  our  "blue  blood."  They  who  did  this 
came  later.  Our  real  history  began  later.  Indeed, 
it  IS,  at  the  best,  a  vain  boast  for  any  individual  or 
people  to  bOM*  of  a  mia^  antiquity  or  of  blood 
that  has  flowed  down  from  moneyed  and  titled  sires 
of  the  old  times.  To  de&erve  well  of  our  children's 
children,  to  earn  and  transmit  a  heritage  of  noble 
aims  and  m  .hle  deeds,  is  a  far  better  ambition.  It 
is  told  in  old  Grecian  history  of  an  idiot,  who  was 
boasting  of  his  noble  sires,  when  a  bystander  per- 
tinently silenced  hfan  bjr  asking,  "What  are  yon 
<1oing  to  honor  the  memory  of  your  sires.'" 

The  States  General  of  Holland  saw  how  little 
progress  was  making  in  cokmistng  the  New  Neth- 
erlands ;  what  an  unstable  and  unreliable  pe^iple 
went  out  and  came  back  ;  how  poor  in  kind  and 
few  in  number  was  die  population. 

The  first  reference  to  population  which  we  find 
is  made  in  October,  1628,  in  a  work  published  in 
Amsterdam,  which  says,  "  There  are  no  fiuniiies  at 
Foit  Orange  *  *  *  they  keep  five  or  six  sad 
twenty  persons,  traders,  there, " 

In  October,  i6a6,  the  Ship  Arms  0/  Amsterdam 
reached  Amsterdam  fiom  New  NedieriandB.  to 
cargo  show.<  the  variety  and  amount  of  its  trans- 
ported products  at  that  time,  which  consisted  of 
7,246  beaver,  85 3  J  otter,  81  mink,  36  wild  cat  and 
34  rat  skins  ;  also,  "sampleeof  summer  grain,  such 
as  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oata^  buckwheat,  Canary 

iseed,  beans  and  tiax." 
The  Assembly  of  XDL  reports  to  the  Sates 
General,  in   1619:   "All  who  are  inclined  to  do 
any  son  of  work  here  procure  enough  to  eat 
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widioat  any  trouble,  and  m,  Aeidbre,  unwilling 
to  go  far  from  home  on  an  uncertainty."  This 
from  Holland,  and  is  whiten  to  explain  the  diOi- 
cnltf  of  soiding  oat  penons  suitable,  from  die 
country,  for  colonizing;  New  Netherlands,  ll  is 
added,  "  'I'he  people  conveyed  by  m  thither,  have 
therefore  found  bot  scantj  mettiB  of  thidiliood  up 
to  the  pr:  M  :  I  time,  and  have  not  been  any  proifit, 
but  a  drawback,  to  this  (West  India)  company. 
The  trade  carried  on  there  in  peltries  is  riglit  ad- 
vantageoas  ;  but  one  year  with  another,  we  can, 
at  mo^t.  hrii>g  home  only  fifty  thousand  (fso^ooo) 
guilders.  " 

A  new  sdiente  was  planned  and  adopted,  singu- 

bur,  indeed,  in  its  |>ri)\  isir,iis :  unlike  anything  be- 
fore attempted  in  llie  New  World.  It  \v.vn  approved 
and  catried  out  bfmen  tjli  wealth  and  sagacity, 
and  of  experience  in  trade  and  government  Its 
prime  otject  was  to  iticrcase  monevand  power.  It 
included  the  colonization  uf  larmers  and  artisans 
— ^providing  a  new  borne  and  better  prospects  for 
the  boors  of  the  Hi-l^ic  race,  and  a  field  for  the 
ambitious  and  enter|>rising,  who  had  no  room  at 
btnne  It  was  partially  saoceasAil.  It  brought 
over  all  cla.s.ses.  But  not  a  few  Industrious,  high- 
minded,  discreet  families  came  to  stay.  They  laid 
foundations  broad  and  deqi.  We  are  to-day 
enjoying  the  benefits  of  their  wisdom  and  energy. 
In  the  men  who  came  here  from  Holland 
during  the  middle. years  of  the  17th  century,  were 
odiibited  dements  of  character  which  have  been 
fi'und  in  many  of  their  descendants  ;  men  of  ex- 
alted patriotism,  inflexible  integrity  and  cultivated 
intelligence,  who  have  helped  to  upbuild,  preseive 
and  aiU>rn  our  Republic.  We  say  this  with  a  fall 
knowledge  <it"the  faults  of  the  manorial  sy;5tem,  of 
the  men  who  lorded  it,  and  of  the  men  who  have 
soAred  from  il^  or  contended  against  it 

RENSSELAERWYCK  AND  BEVERWYCK. 
The  history  of  Renssdaerwyck,  in  all  its  reh- 

tions,  is  so  largely  the  history  of  this  County  and 
of  the  Sute  even,  that  we  give  it  much  space,  but 
no  more  than  its  importance  demands.  With  it 
begins  the  real  settlement  of  the  dty  and  Luunty 
of  Albany,  in  1630,  when  a  company  of  real  set- 
tlers came  over  with  a  purpose,  under  tlie  paUon- 
age  of  Kilian  Van  Renssdaer,  the  first  potroon. 

We  have-followed  Dr.  0'Cal!a>:han  in  the  record 
of  what  follows  during  the  exciting  struggle  for 
wealth  and  power  between  the  agents  of  the 
patroon  and  of  the  West  India  Company,  in  the 
ay  years  from  Kieft,  in  1637,  until  1664,  when  that 
arrogant  tyrant,    Peter   Stuyvesant,  relucuntly 


yielded  to  the  English  power  and  ceased  to  war 

upcii  the  pafronns.  The  people  were  weary  of 
hiiu,  and  the  patroon  was  glad  to  have  no  more 
of  the  West  India  Company. 

In  1629,  a  charter  of  privileges  and  exemptions 
was  passed  for  the  encouragement  of  patroons  to 
settle  colonies.  In  the  following  year,  several 
wealthy  and  influential  Directors  of  the  Dutch 
West  India  Company  hastened  to  avail  themselves 
of  its  advantages,  l^tiaen  Jansen  Krol,  Com- 
mksary,  and  Dirck  Comdissen  Doyster,  Under 
Commissar}-,  at  Fort  Orange,  having  leame<i  that 
a  tract  of  land  called  bannabagog,  lying  on  the 
west  side  of  the  North  River,  extending  from  Bee> 
ren  Island,  by  the  Indians  called  PassapcniKk,  up 
to  the  Smackx  Island,  and  in  breadth  two  days' 
journey,  was  for  sale,  purchased  the  same  from 
the  native  pMprieturs,  for  Kiliau  Van  Rens- 
sel.ier,  a  jx-arl  merchant  in  .-\in.sterdam  am!  one  of 
the  Directors  of  the  West  India  Company.  Three 
months  afterward  Gillis  Hooaett  poichased,  in  the 

presence  of  Jansen  MxTKlcrtsen,  Wolfcrt  Ccrrit-cn 
and  Jan  Tyssen,  trumpeter,  for  the  same  gentle- 
man, the  lands  lying  soath  and  north  of  Fort 
Orange,  and  extending  to  within  a  short  distance 
of  Moenimincs  Castle,  then  situated  on  what  is 
now  called  Haver  Island,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mohawk,  and  from  one  of  the  chieb,  bis  grounds, 
called  Semesseeck,  stretching  on  the  east  side  of  the 
river  from  opposite  Castle  Island  to  a  point  lacing 
Fort  Orange,  and  thence  from  Fbetanock,  the  Mill 
Creek,  north  to  Ncgagiiiis.  These  conveyances 
were  subsequently  ratiiied  by  the  respective  parties, 
in  the  presence  of  the  Director-General  and  Coun- 
dl  of  New  Nctherland,  who  signed  an  instrament 
to  that  effect,  ' '  sealed  with  the  seal  of  New  Ncth- 
erland in  red  wax,"  on  the  same  day  that  the  char- 
ter of  1 6x9  was  prodaimed  at  Fort  Amsterdam. 
Nearly  seven  years  afterward — namely,  on  the  13th 
April,  i6j7 — ail  the  intervening  district,  called 
Fapsickenekaas,  or  Fapadmnea,  as  the  name  is 
now  pronounced,  lying  also  on  the  east  side  of  the 
.  river,  and  extending  from  opposite  Castle  island 
souUi  to  the  point  opposite  Smackx  Island,  and 
including  the  adj.icent  islands  and  all  the  lands 
back  into  the  interior,  belonj^inir  t'>  the  Iixlian 
owners,  was  purchased  "  for  certain  quantiiics  of 
dufiels,  axes,  -knives  and  wBmpnm,"  also  for  Mr. 
Van  Rensselaer,  who  thus  became  proprietor  of  a 
tract  of  country  twenty-four  miles  long  and  forty- 
eight  miles  broad,  coniahiing,  as  is  estimated,  over 
seven  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land,  whidi  now 
cc»mpose  the  counties  of  Albany,  Rensselaer,  and 
part  of  the  county  of  Columbia. 
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On  the  1st  of  October,  1630,  a  copartnership 
was  entered  intD  between  Kiiian  Van  RcDsselaer, 
Samuel  Godyn,  Johflnnis  de  Laet  and  Somad 
Bloftnaert,  with  whom  were  associated  Adam 
Bissels  and  Toussaint  Moussart,  who,  by  the  tenns 
of  the  contract,  were  constituted  codirectors  of 
Renaselaerwyck.  The  common  stock  '•fihis  ;i>.m>- 
ciation  was  divided  int'i  live  shares,  nf  which  Van 
Rensselaer  held  two  ;  De  Laet,  one ;  (jodjn,  one  ; 
and  Bloenaert  and  his  associates,  one  The  tnon- 
agcmcnt  of  the  affairs  cf  the  "  clonic"  was  com- 
mitted to  a  board  consisting  of  four  persons  or  votes, 
of  which  Van  Rensselaer  represented  orbdd  two ; 
Bloemaert,  or  Bisscis,  one  ;  and  Dc  Iao^  or 
Moussart.  i>ne.  V.ui  Keiisselacr  was,  however, 
not  to  ha^c  any  rank  or  authority  in  the  "  colooie" 
superior  to  his  asaodates,  eicept  the  title  of  Fir 
trooti,  wliiih,  with  all  its  fc-uda!  honors,  was  vested 
in  him  alone,  the  partners  binding  themselves  to 
do  fealtf  and  homage  for  the  fief  on  his  demise,  in 
the  name  and  on  the  beiulf  of  his  son  and  heirs. 

Preparations  were  also  made  to  expedite  farmers 
and  cattle  to  Rensselaervjck ;  and  eveiywhere,  at 
home  and  abroad,  things  wore  the  aspect  of  pros- 
pent}'. 

The  condition  of  the  Dutch  settlements  on  the 
North  River,  at  this  time,  is  thus  alladed  to  bjr  a 

contemporary  Englisli  writer :  "This  which  ihcy 
have  settled  in  New  England,  upon  Hudson's 
River,  willh  no  extraordinary  charge  or  multitade 
of  peiqil^  is  knowne  to  subsist  in  a  i  ^mfortable 
manner,  and  to  promise  fairlic  both  to  tJie  State 
and  underukers.  The  cause  is  evident  The 
men  whom  they  carrie,  diough  th^  be  not  many, 
are  well  chosen  and  known  to  be  useful  and  ser- 
viceable, and  il»ey  second  them  with  seasonable  and 
fit  supplies,  cherishing  them  as  carefully  as  their 
ownc  families,  and  employ  them  in  profitable 
labora,  that  are  known  to  be  of  speciall  use  to  their 
comfortable  subsisting."  So  said  The  Planters' 
Plea,  London,  1630. 

Tlie  inluiliitants  of  Reiisselaerwyck  in  1640, 
who  numbered  at  the  time  as  many  traders  as  in- 
dividuals, noting  the  avidity  with  which  the  Mo- 
hawks  sonjjht  after  fire-arms,  willingly  paying  the 
English  twenty  beavers  for  a  musket,  and  from 
ten  to  twelve  guilders  for  a  pound  of  K'tiniK  wder, 
were  desirotis  to  share  so  profitable  a  trade. 
They  commenced,  accordingly,  to  rumisli  fire- 
arms to  these  Indians.  The  profits  which  accrued 
became  soon  known,  and  traders  ftom  Holland 

introdnred  large  (Quantities  of  gunt Ottd Other  muni> 
lions  of  war  into  the  interior. 
The  Mohaidt%  thus  provided  with  anna  for  four 


hundred  warriors,  swept  the  countr)-  from  Canada 
to  the  sea-coast  levying  tribute  on  tlie  surrounding 
terror-stricken  tribes. 

The  Patr<M>n's  Charter  of  16^9  having  provided 
that  evcrj-  "colonie"  should  contain,  within 
four  years  aflcr  its  establishment,  at  least  fif^ 
;  |>ersons  o\er  f)ftcH;n  years  of  age,  one^btUth 
of  wliou)  should  be  located  within  the  (iist 
i  year,  the  parties  interested  in  the  settlement 
of  Renasdaerwyck  lost  no  time  in  complying 
with  these  c<Hiditioiis.  Karlyin  the  si)r!ng  of  the 
following  year,  1630,  a  number  of  colonists,  with 
their  fiimilies,  provided  with  fiurming  imple- 
ments, stock  and  all  other  necessaries,  sailed  from 
the  Tcxel,  in  the  company's  slii[i,  the  Endrmhl, 
Capt  Jan  Brouwer,  commander,  and  arrived  in 
safety  at  the  Manhatians,  aAer  a  paaM^ie  of  sixty- 
four  days.  In  a  sliort  time  oftenvan!  they  landed 
at  Fort  Orange,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  they  were 
fomished  with  comfortable  fitnn- houses  and  other 
dwellings  at  the  expense  of  the  |>atr<H>n  and  his 
associates.  Other  settlers  ftdlowcd,  with  addi- 
tional stock,  each  succeeding  season,  and  thus  were 
laid  the  foundations  of  those  wealthy  and  prosper- 
'  ous  settlements  which  we  now  behold  in  and 
around  the  present  City  of  Albany. 

Invested,  as  well  by  the  Roman  law  as  by  the 
Charter,  with  the  chief  command  antl  lower  juris- 
diction, the  pairoun  became  empowered  to  ad- 
minister dvil  and  criminal  justice^  in  perMin  or  by 
deputy,  within  his  "colonie to  appoint  local  of- 
ficers and  tna;.,'istrates  ;  to  erect  courts  and  to  take 
cogiuzaiicc  of  all  crimes  committed  within  his 
limits ;  to  keep  ft  gallows,  if  such  were  required, 
Ibr  the  execution  of  malefactors,  subject,  however, 
to  the  restriction  that  if  such  gallows  happened, 
by  any  acddent,  to  fitll,  pending  an  execution,  a 
new  one  could  not  be  erected,  utdess  l<>r  the  pur- 
pose of  hanging  another  criminal.  The  right  to 
inllict  punishments  of  minor  severity  was  necessa- 
rily induded  in  that  which  authorized  capital  con- 
victions. Accordingly,  we  find  varimis  instances, 
throughout  the  record  of  the  local  court,  of  per- 
sons who  bad,  by  breaking  the  law,  rendered  ti^m- 
sclves  dangerous  to  society,  or  obnoxious  to  the 
authorities,  having  been  banished  from  the  "col- 
onie," or  condemned  to  corporal  chastisement, 
fine,  or  imjwiionmcnt,  aooordiqg  to  the  grade  of 
their  offences. 

In  civil  cases  all  disputes  between  man  and  man, 
whedier  relating  to  contracts,  tides,  poaaessioa^ 
or  boundaries ;  injuries  to  property,  jicrson,  or 
character ;  daims  for  rents  and  all  other  demands 
betipeen  Hon  potnxm  and  his  lenaat^  were  alio 
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investigated  and  decided  by  these  ooaits;  fixnn 

the  judgment  of  which,  in  matters  affecting  life  and 
limb,  and  in  suits  where  the  sum  in  litigation  ex- 
ceeded twenty  dollars,  appeals  lay  to  the  Director- 
General  and  Council  at  Fort  Amsterdam.  But  the 
sagacious  local  authorities,  it  must  be  added,  were 
so  jealous  of  this  privilege  that  they  required  the 
colonists,  on  settling  within  their  jurisdiction,  to 
promise  not  to  ^^leal  from  any  sentoice  of  the  lo- 
cal tribunal 

The  laws  in  force  here  wer^  as  in  odier  sections 
oTNew  Ncthcrland,  the  Civil  Code^  the  enactments 

of  the  Stales  (jenor.il,  llie  ordinances  of  the  West 
India  Company,  and  of  the  Director-General  and  j 
Council  when  properly  published  within  the  *'col* 

onie,"  and  such  rules  and  regulations  asthcpatroon  ' 
and  his  co-directors,  or  the  local  authorities^  might 
establidi  and  enact 

The  foveinment  was  vested  in  a  General  Court,, 
which  exercised  executive,  legislative,  or  municipal 
and  judicial  functions,  and  which  was  composed 
of  two  Commissaries  and  two  Coundlor%  triio 

Cnswere>:l  to  modern  justices  of  the  peace.  | 

Adjoined  to  this  court  were  a  Colonial  Secretary, 
a  Sheriff  or  Sekoul-fiaea^  and  a  Court  Mes- 
senger or  Constable.  Each  of  these  received  a 
small  compensation,  either  in  the  shape  of  a 
fixed  salary  or  fees ;  the  Commissaries  and  Magis- 
trates, fiffy,  one  hundred,  or  two  hundred  guild- 
ers, annually,  according  to  their  standing  ;  the 
Secretary,  one  hundred  guilders,  and  the  Court  j 
Messenger,  one  hnndied  and  fifi^,  widi  the  addition . 
of  Trifling  fees  for  the  transcriptand  service  of  papers. 
The  magistrates  of  the  "colooie"  held  office  for  a 
year,  the  court  appointing  tfadr  suocesscns  from 
among  the  other  settlers,  or  contintung  those  already 
in  office,  at  the  expiration  of  their  term  of  service, 
as  it  deemed  proper. 

The  most  important  fnnotionaiy  attached  to  fltis 
government  was  the  Schout-fiscaal,  who,  in  dis- 
charge of  his  public  functions,  was  bound  by  in- 
structions  received  from  the  patroon  and  co-di- 
rectors. No  man  in  the  "colonic"  was  to  be 
subject  to  loss  of  life  or  property  unless  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  court  composed  of  five  persons,  and  all 
who  were  under  accusation  were  entitled  to  a  speedy 
and  impartial  trial.  Tlie  public  prosecutor  was 
particularly  enjoined  not  to  receive  presents  or 
bribes,  nor  to  be  interested  in  trade  or  oommeroe, 
either  directly  or  indirectly ;  and,  in  order  that  he 
might  be  attentive  to  the  performance  of  bis  duties, 
and  Aoroughly  independent,  he  was  secured  a  fixed 
salary,  a  free  house,  and  Tines  .mnmir.iiii;  to  ten 
guilden  (|4.oo),  or  under ;  besides  the  third  part 


of  all  foifeitures  and  amends  over  that  sum  were 

his  perquisites. 

Jacob  Albertsen  n.inck  was  the  first  sheriff  of 
Rensselaerwyck.  ^Vrendi  Van  Curler,  who  originally 
came  out  as  AarfstantCommisMiy,  vasapfidbited, 
soon  after  his  arrival,  Ccimmissan'-General,  or 
Superintendent  of  the  "colonic,"  and  acted  as 
Colonial  Secretary  until  164  s,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Anthony  de  Hooges.  Brant  Peelen, 
Gerrit  de  Rens,  Cornells  Teunissen  van  Brocck- 
den,  Pieter  Comeliasen  van  Munickendam,  and 
Dirck  Jansen  were,  if  not  the  first,  at  least  among 
the  earliest  miitrisuii'es  of  the  settlement. 

I'he  population  of  the  "colonic"  consisted  at 
tills  remote  period  of  three  classes:  Freemen, 
who  emigrated  from  Holland  at  their  own  exp>ensc  ; 
larmers  and  farm-servants,  who  were  sent  out  by 
die  patroon,  who  judiciously  applied  his  large 
resources  in  promoting  the  early  settlement  of  the 
countrv",  and  in  assistint^  the  struggling  industry  of 
his  people.  I'o  accumpiish  this  laudable  object,  a 
number  of  fiums  vere  set  off,  on  both  sides  of  the 
river  and  the  adjoining  islands,  on  which  he  caused 
dwclling'liouscs,  barns  and  stables  to  be  erected. 
These  fiurms  were  suitably  stocked  with  cows,  horses 
or  oxen,  and  occasionally  sheep,  and  furnished 
with  plows,  wagons  and  other  necessary  agricul- 
tural implements,  all  which  preliminary  expenses 
were  defrayed  by  the  proprietor,  so  that  the  &rmer 
entered  on  die  property  unembarrassed  by  the  want 
of  capital.  Some  of  those  farra.s  were  tfien  valued, 
and  an  annual  rent  was  fixed,  equhralent,  in  some 
sort,  to  tlic  interest  of  the  i  apital  expended  on  their 
improvement,  and  payable  semi-annually  in  grain, 
beavers  and  wampum.  Other  fiurms  were  let  out 
for  cme-half  or  for  the  one-third  of  their  produce. 
The  patroon  was  entitled,  at  llie  same  time,  to  half 
the  increase  from  the  stock  ;  he  reserved  to  himself 
one-tenth  of  the  produce  of -each  farm,  and,  hi 

various  instances,  stipulated  for  a  yearly  acknoiri- 
edgment  of  a  few  pounds  ol  butler.  The  tenant 
was  privileged,  however,  to  compound  by  the 
payment  of  a  fixed  annual  sum  for  the  tenths 
of  the  farm,  or  for  his  halves  or  thirds.  He  was 
bound,  at  the  same  time,  to  keep  the  fences, 
buildings  or  brming  implements  in  repair,  and  to 
deliver  them  up  in  the  same  good  order  in  which 
he  had  received  them,  subject,  in  all  cases,  to  ordi- 
nary wear  and  tear.  But  die  patroon  bore  all  risks 

of  destruction  of  the  buildings,  cattle,  and  Other 
property,  which  might  accrue  from  war  or  mis- 
nndentandings  with  the  Indians.  Wild  or  unim- 
proved land  was  usually  leased  for  a  term  of  ten 
years  free  of  ren^  or  for  tenths,  subject  however. 
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to  1)0  improved  by  the  lessee,  all  improvements 
filing  to  the  patroon  on  the  expiration  of  the  lease. 

In  addltfon  to  it»  ftdlMes  above  aiiunerated, 
«Mh  or  the  settlers,  on  leaving  HolUuid,  was 
generally  furnislied  with  clothing  and  a  small 
sum  in  cash,  the  latter  to  be  repaid  on  some 
fbtnra  OGCMkm  in  prodaoe  or  mmpom  with  an 
adrance  on  the  principal  of  fifty  per  cent.  This, 
however  disproportionate  it  may  now  seem,  cannot 
be  oonaidered  nnicaaonable  or  extravagant  when  it  ia 
understood  that  the  difference  at  the  time  between 
colonial  and  Holland  cunen^  was  nearly  for^  per 
cent,  while  between  the  latter  and  wampum,  it  was 
vaattf  huger.  The  patroon  was  bound,  at  the  same 
time,  to  supply  his  colonists  with  a  sufficient  num- 
ber of  laborers  to  assist  them  in  the  work,  of  their  | 
fiumsL  As  compenaatkm  for  his  troable  in  engag- 
ing these,  anil  for  liis  arlvances  in  conveying  them 
to  America,  be  was  entitled  to  the  sum  of  sixteen  , 
guilders,  or  six  dollarg,  per  annum  (or  each  laborer,  i 
over  and  above  the  ywiljr  wages  which  the  farmer  i 
was  to  allow  such  servants,  ami  which  ranged  from 
forty  to  one  hundred  and  filty  guilders  and  board. 

This  aom  piovided  tbeae  aervanti  with  neoeasaiy 
clothing,  and,  in  the  course  of  time,  placed  at  their 
disposal  the  means  to  enter  on  a  farm  on  their  own 
acoonnt   It  ia  to  be  remarlced,  however,  diat  the 
fiilt  patroon  seriously  com|)Iained  that  hia  settlers 
not  only  threw  altogether  on  him  the  payment  of 
these  wages,  but  took  large  quantities  of  goods  | 
from  his  store,  for  which  thejr  made  no  retnma  | 
whatever,  though  they  were  bound  to  settle  at  the  ' 
end  of  each  year,  and  to  hand  in  an  account  of  the  j 
prodaoe  of  the  farm,  diatingoidiing  the  patroon's 
tenths^  halves  or  thirds,  the  amount  paid  for  wages  ' 
and  thdr  own  expenses^  so  as  to  allow  him  to 
aaoertain  iriiat  his  own  profits  and  losses  were  at  the 
dose  of  each  year. 

In  return  for  his  outlay  atnl  trouble,  llie  Civil 
Code^  which,  it  must  be  ahvays  borne  in  mind,  was  I 
the  fundamental  hiw  of  this  "cotonie,"  veated  in 
the  patroon  several  privileges  common  to  the  feudal 
system.  At  the  close  of  the  harvest,  the  £u-mcr  was 
bound  to  hand  m  a  return  of  the  amount  of  grain 
w  hich  he  had  for  sale,  after  deducting  what  was  due 
to  the  landlord  by  the  lease,  and  offer  to  him  or  his 
commissary  the  pre-emption  of  such  produce.  In 
case  be  refused  to  buy  it,  then  the  fanner  was  at 
liberty  to  sell  the  same  elsewhere.  The  like  rule 
obtained  in  regard  to  cattle.  When  these  were  to 
be  lold,  the  firrt  oilier  waa  also  to  be  made  to  the 
patroon,  in  order,  we  presume,  that  he  should 
have  an  opportunity  of  retaining  the  stock  within  i 
the  "ookmie;*  Eveijr  settler  was,  likewise  obli-  I 


gated  to  grind  his  com  at  the  patroon's  mill,  and 
the  latter  was  equally  obligated  to  erect  and  keep 
such  mill  in  repair  at  hia  own  expenae,  for  the 
accommodation  of  his  colonists.  No  person  could 
hunt  or  fish  within  the  limits  of  the  "colonic" 
without  license  from  the  patroon,  who,  on  the  ex- 
diangei,  sale  and  pndMse  of  real  estate  within  his 
jurisdicti<^n.  was  entitled  to  the  first  offer  of  such 
property  j  or,  if  he  declined  to  assume  it,  to  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  purchase  mone^,  except  anch 
mutation  occurred  in  the  natural  line  of  descent. 
Finally,  it  w;is  his  right,  as  "lord  of  the  manor," 
to  succeed  to  the  esute  and  property  of  all  peraons 
who  might  die  intestate  within  his  "oolonie." 

Under  the  fostering  ( are  of  its  first  j^atroon,  and 
the  prudent  management  of  its  local  magistraqr, 
the  "cokoie  of  Rensadaerwfcfc"  progiesaively, 
though  slowly,  advanced.  Portions  of  its  inhabi- 
unts  occasionally  returned  to  "Fatherland"  to 
spread  the  tidings  of  their  prosperity,  and  to  Invite 
their  friends  and  relatives  to  join  theni  in  their  BCW 
houses,  which,  from  the  abundance  and  cheapness 
of  provisions,  deserved  truly  to  be  called  "a  land 
flowing  with  milk  and  honey."  A  hamlet  gradu- 
ally arose.  On  account,  it  is  said,  of  the  crescent 
form  of  the  bank  of  the  river  at  this  point,  this 
hamlet  was  fint  caUed  the  Fnyck,  or  Borersfuyck, 
and  afterwards  Beverwyck,  by  which  name  the 
present  City  of  .'\lbany  was  legally  known  until 
1664,  though  it  was  familiarly  called  the  Fuyck  by 
the  Dutch  ibr  many  years  after  the  entire  ooantiy 
had  passed  into  the  hands  of  other  masters. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  some  allege,  visited  the 
"colonie"  in  peison  in  1637.  This,  however,  ia 
n.  >i  certain. 

Ailrian  Van  der  Donck,  "a  free  citlaen  of 
Breda, '  and  a  graduate  of  the  Univerrity  of 
Leyden,  was  selected  as  the  successor  of  Sheriff 
Planck.  He  entered  on  the  perforni.inte  of  his 
duties  as  Scbout-fiicaal  ot  Rensseiaerwyck  in  the 
conne  of  a  month  or  two  after  his  appointment 

One  of  the  principal  aims  of  the  first  founders  of 
Rensseiaerwyck  seems  to  have  been  to  secure  for 
themselves  the  valuable  trade  in  furs,  the  chief 
mart  for  which  centered  at  the  point  w  here  they 
made  their  purchase  and  commenced  their  settle- 
ment. To  engro.ss  this  the  more  effectively,  ail 
foreign  and  unlicensed  traders  were  rigidly  ex- 
cluded from  the  colony.  The  patr<M)n  and  his 
partners  were  the  only  privileged  importers  of 
Koropean  merchandise,  the  West  India  Company 
having,  in  consequence  of  the  Indian  War  .iboot 
Fort  Amsterdam  and  other  causes,  cea.sed  to  keq> 
Fort  Orange  supplied  with  foreign  goods.  All 
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settlers  were  boiinii  uiujer  oath  not  to  purchase 
any  pt;liritis  from  the  Indians,  on  pain  of  forfeiting 
thdr  goods  and  wages,  anless  duty  Uoensed  to 

f  arn  nn  suth  tracie  ;  for  such  a  privilege  was  ex- 
clasively  vcsitcU  in  the  patroon.  The  majority  of 
the  settkfB  rabscqnenUy  obtained  sach  pennia- 
sion,  received  g(X)ds  on  credit  from  the  patroon 's 
store,  and  "  every  feirmer,"  asDeVries  observes, 
"became  a  trader."  They  were,  however,  obliged 
to  bring  in  all  the  furs  whidi  ttaejr  poicbased  tu 
the  patroi.n's  magazine,  to  be  •iciit  over  to  Holland 
to  him,  he  retaining  as  his  share  half  the  profits. 
This  condition  was  aftoward  modified  so  fiu-  as  to 
allow  him  to  retain  only  the  sixth  beaver  and  one 
guilder  recognition,  or  duty,  on  each  of  the  re- 
maining five^izdis.  Competition  raised  the  price 
of  peltries  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent.  Prior 
to  164s  the  price  of  a  merchantable  beaver,  which 
averaged  about  an  ell  square,  was  six  hands,  or 
fitthoms,  wampom.  In  the  coarse  of  that 
year  the  article  commanded  from  seven  to  seven 
and  a  half ;  but  when  the  traders  found  that  the 
agents  of  the  patroon,  as  well  as  the  officers  at 
Fort  Orange,  did  not  refuse  paying  that  price,  they  ' 
immediately  offered  nine,  and  in  the  following 
year  advanced  the  rate  to  ten  fathoms  of  white 
wampum  for  each  skin.  A  joint  proclamation  was 
hereupon  is-;ucd  by  the  authorities  of  Rcnsselaer- 
wytk  and  those  of  the  Fort,  fixing  the  price  of  furs 
at  nine  fathoms  of  whit^  or  ibar  and  a  half  of 
black  wampum,  and  forbidding  all  persons  whatso- 
ever, whether  servants  of  the  company  or  residents 
in  the  colony,  from  going  into  the  woods  to  tnufe 
in  advance  with  the  Indians,  on  p^n  ofseisurc  of 
all  their  goods.  .Another  proclamation  wa*,  also, 
issued,  prohibiting  all  traders  to  come  with  their 
sloops  within  the  limi^  of  the  ccdoof,  under  the 

penalty  of  forfeiting  the  same.  And  on  the  follow- 
ing court  day  a  third  proclamation  followed,  for 
the  better  secnrtng  the  monopoly  of  the  import 
tmde  to  the  patroon,  by  which  the  inhabitants  of 
the  colony  were  absolutely  forbidden  purchaaing 
any  goods  Irom  Ae  local  traders. 

At  this  time,  between  SheriflF  Van  der  Donck 
and  Van  Curler  and  the  •  >ther  officers  r,f  the  colony, 
considerable  jealousy  and  iil-leeling  existed.  The 
lepiesentatimis  of  Van  der  Donck  had,  eventually, 
such  an  effect  i>n  tin-  jiublic  mind  that  a  con- 
spiracy was  formed  against  CommiSMUy^eneral 
Curler  amoi^  several  of  the  colonists,  who  drew  up 
a  strong  protest  against  that  officer,  whith,  in 
order  that  they  might  remain  undiscovered,  the 
lingleaden  signed  in  the  form  of  a  "round  robin,'  1 
aflfadng  to  the  ptqwr  their  aignatuits  in  "a  I 


circle."  This  done,  they  next  denounced  Van 
Curler  in  the  most  vehement  terms.  Some  pro- 
posed driving  him  from  die  colony  as  •  rogue ; 
others,  more  vindictive  and  turbulent,  insisted  on 
taking  his  life.  These  threats,  fortunately  for  the 
dnracter  of  the  settlers,  were  not  followed  up  by 
any  overt  act.  Van  der  Donck  professed,  all  the 
while,  an  honest  desire  to  promote  the  wishes  of 
the  constituted  authorities.  Hut,  when  the  time  for 
testing  his  dnoerity  arrived,  he  was  found  wanting. 

It  became  apparent  from  the  ill  feelini;  'Ahicli 
existed  between  Sheriff  Van  der  Donck  and  the 
odier  fiinctionaties  in  the  colony,  which  had 
already  caused,  in  two  instances,  an  cxthanijjc  of 
blows,  that  the  former  could  not  comfortably  pro- 
long bis  Slay  in  Renaselaerwyck,  or  hold  his  office 
very  agreeably  much  kmger.  He  delsmilnied  to 
return  to  Holland  in  the  course  of  the  next  year. 

In  September,  1643,  there  was  conveyed  to  New 
Netheiland  by  the  patroon^  ship,  Tht  Arms  ^ 
Ri'nnxflaent'vrk,  an  assorted  invoice  of  merchandise, 
consisting  of  woolen,  linen  and  cotton  goods,  ready- 
made  clothing,  silks,  ghns,  ciockeiy,  leather,  fralt, 
cheese,  spices,  brandy,  gin,  wines,  cordials,  tobacco^ 
pipes,  nets,  looking-glasses,  beads,  axes,  adze^ 
razors,  knives,  scissors,  bells,  nails,  spoons, 
kettles,  thimbles,  pins,  needles,  threads,  rings, 
shoes,  stockinf^s,  gloves,  combs,  buttons,  mus- 
kets, pistols,  swords,  shot,  lead,  canvas,  pitch  and 
tar,  candles,  stationery,  and  varions  other  oommod* 

itie-;.  valued  at  twelve  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
seventy  guilders,  to  be  bartered  with  the  Indians 
and  odier  inhabiiantt  of  the  country  for  tobacco, 
furs,  and  other  produce.  To  Insure  entire  SQOOetS 
for  this  venture,  the  skipper,  supcrcariro  and  pilot 
of  the  ship  were  allowed  a  direct  pecuniary  interest 
in  the  proceeds  of  the  voyage* 

The  sj-stcm  of  license  introduced  by  the  pa- 
troon, and  the  profits  which  resulted,  had  already 
indtod  a  number  of  private  individuals  to  embark 
in  the  fur  trade.  As  a  consequence,  this  staple  was 
altogether  taken  out  of  the  hands  both  of  the  pa- 
troon's  and  the  company's  servants,  who  could  pur- 
chase scarcely  a  skin,  while  private  traders  exported 
thousands  of  peltries.  A  number  of  unlicensed 
traders  now  resorted  to  the  colony,  who  drew  the 
Indians  away  into  "  secret  trading  places,"  wher^ 
by  means  of  higher  prices,  they  ob-:ii'i  ?  l  [  >sses- 
sion  of  the  most  valuable  fun,  ' '  not  caring  whether 
or  not  Ae  trade  was  so  injured  as  to  render  the 
patnmn  unable  to  meet  the  expenses  of  Us  colo> 
nie."  Having  thus  "debauched"  the  savages, 
these  interlopers  succeeded,  by  means  of  "  wine 
and  strong  diink,  whidt  they  sold  at  an  lunHow 
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nta^"  in  pervetting  many  of  the  oolonisis,  from 

wbom  tliey  got  not  only  ]^eltHc-<,  but  even  large 
quantities  of  grain,  which  ilic  farmers  disposed  of 
without  either  respecting  the  patroon's  pre-emption 
ijgh^  or  paying  the  tenths,  or  accounting  for  the 
lialm  or  thirds  which  they  were  bound  by  leaae  to 
pay. 

To  arrest  these  illicit  proceedings,  the  patroon 
adopted  t\vo  mrasores  which  would,  he  e\(Kcted, 
pnt  a  stop  to  the  injuries  which  hib  interests  were 
sustaining  from  the  competition  dwt  was  then  ez< 

hausting  and  impovishing  hi^  colony.  One  of 
these  was  the  erection  of  a  fortified  post  antl 
trading-liousc  on  Bccren  Island,  the  southern 
boundary  of  his  estate,  wliirii,  liy  commanding 
the  channel  .if  tlu-  ri\er,  would  exclude  all  vessels, 
but  bis  own  and  those  of  the  West  India  Company, 
from  the  upper  watets  of  the  Hudson.   The  other 

was  to  send  out  a  stock  of  goods  sufficient  to  sup- 
ply, through  his  establishments  at  lievcrwyck. 
and  Beeren  Uand,  die  Mohawks  and  River  In- 
dians^ and  all  the  neighboring  settlers,  with  what- 
soever thev  mi<?ht  require  in  barter  for  their  pro- 
duce, whether  furs  or  com.  It  was  with  a  view 
to  cany  out  the  latter  part  of  this  project  that  dw 

ship  Arms  Iff'  Rinssi-hi'n>'\ik  now  sailed  from 
Holland  w  iih  the  above  mentioned  valuable  cargo. 

She  arrived  at  the  Manhattans  while  the  war 
with  the  Indians  Wivs  at  its  height,  and  at  the  mo- 
ment when  Director  Kieft  was  sorely  distressed  for 
clothing  for  the  troops  which  he  had  enlisted.  A 
requisition  was  immediately  made  on  Fieter  Wyn- 

coop,  the  s(i[K»rrargo  of  the  shi[>.  I<>r  a  sup])Iy  of 
fifty  pairs  of  shoes  to  be  distributed  among  the  sol- 
diers, payment  for  which  was  ofiered  "  in  silver, 
beavers,  or  wainpum,  at  >iu  h  price  as  the  super- 
cargo might  demand."  But  Wyncoop,  perceiving 
that  he  could  sell  these  goods  to  more  advantage 
to  the  inhabitants  than  to  the  Director,  injudicious- 
ly rcfusetl  to  tomplv  \sith  this  rccpiisition.  A 
forced  levy  was  the  result,  and  as  many  soldiers 
were  equipped  with  shoes  from  the  ship  as  "killed 
five  hundred  of  the  enemy."  Tiic  evil  conse- 
quence of  Wyncoop  s  refusal  did  not  stop  here. 
The  ship  was  immediately  overhauled  by  author- 
ity tA  the  Director  and  Council,  and  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  powder  and  a  number  of  guns 
found  on  board,  which  were  not  enumerated  in 
the  manifint,  and  which  Wyncoop  was  charged 
with  intending  to  sell  to  the  savages.  These  ar- 
ticles having  been  made  contraband  by  law,  and 
their  introduction  forbidden  on  pain  of  death, 
were,  together  with  the  ship,  forthwith  c<tnfiscated. 
The  vessel  sailed  soon  alter  for  Holland,  whither 


Van  Dirier  also  proceeded  to  give  an  account  of 

his  stewardship. 

In  the  meantime  Nicolaus  Coom,  "Wacht  Mees- 
ter"  or  commander,  in  the  service  of  the  patroon, 
had  complcie  l  his  f  >rt  on  Beeren  Island,  on  which 
he  mounted  a  nuiiifM-r  of  cannon,  sudlcient  not 
only  for  its  defence,  but  for  the  complete  command 
of  Ae river.  A  daim  to  "staple  right"  was  then 

boldly  set  up  a  toll  of  five  guilders,  or  two  dollars, 
imposed  on  every  trading-craft  passing  up  or  down, 
which  were  also  obliged  to  lower  thefar  colors  in 
honor  of  Rensselaer  Stein.  And  thus  a  sovereign 
jurisdiction  was  asserted  over  this  navigable  high- 
way against  all  persons,  save  and  except  the  8«r- 
vanu  of  the  West  India  Company. 

It  was  the  summer  of  1644  tliai  the  yacht  Goi>d 
Hope,  of  which  Govert  Lookeruians  was  master, 
sailed  from  Fort  Orange  for  New  Amsterdam. 
Passing  I?t  Ten  Island,  the  craft  was  hailed,  and 
peremptorily  ordered  ' '  to  lower  his  colors. "  On 
being  asked  for  whom,  the  commander  replied, 
' '  For  die  staple  right  of  Rensselaerwyck. "  But 
the  skipjier  refused,  with  an  <iat!i,  to  strike  his  flag 
"  for  any  individual  save  tlie  i'rincc  of  Orange  and 
the  lords,  his  masters."    Whereupon  Coom  fired 

several  shots  at  the  vessel,  "one  of  whicli," saj-s  the 
record,  "perforated  our  princely  flag,"  about  a  foot 
above  the  head  of  the  skipper,  "  who  kept  the  colors 
constantly  in  his  hand." 

Such  an  outrage  as  this  could  not  fail  to  create 
excitement  in  New  Amsterdam,  when  the  particu- 
lars became  knowru  Coom  was  summoned  to  ap- 
pear immediately  at  Fort  Amsterdam,  to  answer 
for  his  conduct.  He  pleaded  the  authority  of  his 
patroon.  But  this  was  considered  no  justification. 
He  was  ccmlemned  in  daniat^i'-s.  and  forbidilen  to 
repeat  the  offence  on  pain  of  corporal  punishment 
He  was  further  required  to  obtabi  Van  Rensselaer's 
approval  of  the  sentence,  which  should  be  executed 
on  him  without  fail,  if  that  approval  were  not 
forthcoming.  This  proceeding  was  followed, 
80011  after,  bjr  a  strong  protest  from  Attomey- 

Cicnera!  Van  der  Hnvpen^.  at^ainst  the  establish- 
ment on  Beeren  Island,  which  was  declared  to  be 
inconsistent  with  the  privileges  granted  to  pa- 
troons  and  lords  of  manors.  No  patroon,  it 
was  maintained,  could  extend  his  colony  more 
than  sucteen  miles  along  the  bank,  or  eight 
miles  on  both  sides  of  ihc  river,  while  Beeren 
Island  was  more  than  eii,'hi  miles  froni  the  limit  of 
the  colonies.  1  he  bold  aliempt  to  construct  a  fort 
there,  to  command  the  river  and  to  debar  Fort 

Oranfxe  from  free  navig:ation  would,  it  was  added, 
be  ruinous  to  the  company.     It  was,  therefore, 
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peremptorily  ordered  lliat  no  buildinp  whatsoever, 
much  less  a  fortiAcation,  should  be  constructed  be- 
yond tbe  liinitB  or  ReiiaKlaenr]rck. 

But  Nioohai  Coorn,  Coininandcr  of  Rensselaer^ 
Stein,  ma  not  to  be  intimidated  by  the  paper 
twltets  of  Director  Kiefts  Attorney-General.  "As 
the  \';cc  (  >  mmander  of  the  honorable  Van  Rens* 
scl.itr.  "  he  icr'licd,  "I  call  on  you,  Cornciis  \'an 
dcr  Iluygens,  Attorne} -Cieneral  of  New  Nether- 
land,  not  to  presame  to  oppose  and  rraatrate  my 
designs  on  Bear's  Islnnd,  to  defraud  nu'  in  any 
manner,  or  to  cause  me  any  trouble,  as  it  has  been 
the  will  of  their  High  Mightinesses,  the  States-Gen- 
eral and  the  privileged  West  India  Company,  to 
invest  my  |>atroon  and  his  heir  with  the  right  to 
extend  and  fortiiy  his  'colonic,'  and  make  it 
pcwerAtI  in  evefy  respect  If  yon  penrist  in  so 
doing,  I  protest  against  the  act  of  violence 
and  assault  committed  by  the  honorable  Lords- 
Majors,  vhich  I  leave  them  to  settle,  while 
tills  undertaking  has  nothing  else  in  view  than  to 
prevent  the  canker  of  free-traders  entering  his 
'colonie' " 

In  the  spirit  in  which  this  protest  wai  drained 
were  the  feudal  pretensions  of  the  Lord  of  Rensse- 
laerwyck  asserted  and  maintained  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  patroon's  life.  The  same  policy 
was  steadily  continued  by  his  execntOIB  fer  several 
yean  after  his  death,  which  event  took' place  in 
Amsterdam,  in  the  year  1646. 

With  the  demise  of  the  first  patroon  terminated 
also  \hin  der  Donck's  connection  with  the 
"colonie."  He  was  succeeded  in  his  office  of 
fiscaai  by  Nicolaus  Coorn.  He  did  no^  however, 
quit  Kensse!acrwyck  before  experiencing  a  heavy 
loss  in  tlie  destruction  of  his  house  on  C^astle 
Island,  by  lire,  in  consequence  of  whidi  he  and 
his  wife  temporarily  removed  to  Van  Curler's  resi- 
dence, the  hospitalities  of  which  were  generously 
offered  to  him  by  its  proprietor.  Ditterences  of 
opinion  now  arose  between  him  and  Van  Curler, 
as  to  the  party  on  whom  the  loss  of  the  house 
should  fall — one  maintaining  that  the  properly  was 
at  die  risk  of  the  patroon,  the  other  of  the  lessee. 
A  quarrel  ensued.  Van  der  Donck  gave  Van 
Curler  the  lie,  whereupon  the  latter  ordered  him 
out  of  his  house.  Van  der  Donck  removed  imme- 
diately to  Fort  Orange,  where  he  remained  until 
the  opening  of  navigation,  whence  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Manhattan. 

Renssdaerwyck  was  the  only  "colonie"  which 
remained  uninjured  by  Kieft  s  Indian  war.  Asa  con- 
sequence its  population  generally  prospered,  and 
sundiyftnmwcntdkoiap.  fievwwyck continued. 


Iiowever,  in  swaddling-clothes  ;  for  the  city  whidl, 
in  1885,  holds  about  100,000  inhabitants,  con- 
tained, in  1646,  no  mote  fhan  ten  houses.  Several 
fiumers  had,  at  an  early  date, begun  an  tin  r  settle^ 
ment  south  of  Beverwyck,  tu  which  tiiey  gave 
tlie  name  of  Betiilehem.  A  few  bouwcries  were 
also  cultix-ated  on  the  esst  side  of  the  river,  oppo- 
site Flirt  Orani^e,  in  what  is  nrnv  (Ireeiiwich. 
Katskill  and  its  fertile  bottoms  had  engaged,  at 
an  early  date,  the  attention  of  die  settlers  at  Rens- 
selaerwytk,  but  the  pretensions  of  opposite  parties 
prevented  any  planting  of  consequence  in  that 
quarter;  and  Van  Slyck,  who  had  received  a 
patent  for  lands  ther^  had  as  yet  made  no  com- 

menceinent.  The  country  between  Rensselaer- 
wyck  and  .Manhattan,  on  both  sides  of  the  river, 
still  remnined  a  wilderaessL  It  is  true  that  the 
Hollanders  had  Imilt  a  fort  at  Esopus,  in  the 
year  1614,  contemporaneously  with  tbe  erection  of 
their  post  on  Oistle  Island.  This  possibly  might 
have  been  follow  cd  by  the  clearing  of  some  small 
port!f)ns  i>f  land  in  that  vicinity:  hut  it  is  verv 
doubtful  w  hetiier  aity  such  settlemenu  survived  tbe 
destructive  Indian  war  of  i644-5> 

Such  was  the  state  of  public  affairs  in  Rcnsselaer- 
wyck  and  vicinity  when  General  Peter  Stuyve- 
sant  assumed  the  government  of  New  Nedier- 
land  in  1647. 

Johannes  Van  Rensselaer,  heir  to  the  patroonsliip 
of  Rcnssclacrwj'ck,  being  a  minor  at  his  father's 
dece;isc,  the  care  of  his  interesl-s  lievolved  on  his 
uncle,  liihannes  \'an  We'y.  and  W< inter  ^'an 
Twiller,  executors  tu  the  la.st  will  and  testament  of 
the  fint  patroon,  who  immediately  rendered  feal^ 
and  homage  for  "the  C'lunie"  to  their  High 
Mightinesses,  in  tbe  name  and  on  the  behalf  of 
thdr  ward. 

The  imnieili.itr  isiJii.iLri  ment  of  this  estate  was 
entrusted  to  lirant  Arcnt  N'an  Slerhtenhoist,  of 
Nieukerke,  in  Ciuilderlandl,  who  was  appointed 
Director  of  the  Colony,  FMsident  of  the  Court  of 

Justice  and  Suiierintendent  of  all  the  bouwerics, 
fiurms,  mills  and  other  property  belonging  to  the 
patroon,  at  a  salary  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty  flo- 
rins  (#300)  per  annum,  to  reckon  from  the  date  of 
his  ariival  out,  together  with  a  house,  four  milch 
cows,  two  horses,  eight  acres^f  tillage  and  eight 
aaes  of  pasture  land.  He  was  specially  charged 
to  ujihoM,  maintain  and  tlefend  the  freedoms  and 
privileges  with  wliich  tiic  colony  was  invested  ;  to 
ptomote  the  interests  and  advance  the  settlement 
of  Beverwyck  and  its  iininediate  neighborhood  ; 
and  to  acquire,  bypurcliase,  the  lands  around  Kats- 
kill,  for  the  greater  securi^  dt  the  colony,  inas- 
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modi  M  tbecolonwtii  through  a  ootkm  of  acqnirinf 

property  in  that  quarter,  were  forming  companies 
or  associations  to  remove  tliitber  and  abandon 
RensaehMrwTck.  He  was  farther  ordered  to  ex- 
plore the  country-  for  minerals,  and  to  report  to  liis 
superiors  in  Holland  wiiatcvcr  success  might  cronoi 
these  labors.  Thus  commissioned  and  instructed, 
the  ]wwljN^>pointed  Director  sailed  with  his  family 
andservants  ami  urrivi-i!  in  the  co|i)ny  in  tlie  latter 
part  of  Marcli.  ilis  son,  Gcrrit  Van  Sleclaen- 
hont,  was  to  act  as  OiBcier  or  Scbont-fiacaal,  at 
a  salary  of  six  hundred  florins  ;  hut  ho  filled  the 
office  only  two  months,  when  it  was  mei;geU  in 
that  of  the  Director. 

From  the  moment  that  colonies  l>egan  to  be 
planted  bypatroiins  in  Now  XcilnTlainis  ilii-l>i- 
,  rectore  of  the  Am.^terdam  Chamber  became  jealous 
of  their  existence  and  opposed  to  their  ccmtinaanoe. 

Tlicy  considered  them  injurious  to  the  settlement 
of  tlie  country  and  the  increase  of  its  population. 
^  the  repnrcliase  of  Piavonia  and  Zwanendaal,  in 
1634,  they  took  the  earliest  and  easiest  means  to 
cbeclt  the  evil.  In  the  prosecution  of  their  policy, 
tfaej  endeavored  to  induce  the  patroon  of  Rens- 
sdaefwjrdc  also  to  cede  to  them  his  rights,  privileges 
and  possess; ims ;  but,  having  fiiiled  in  effecting 
tbiSk  they  now  changed  front,  and  determined  to 
circunucribe  a  jnrisdiction  and  weaken  a  power 

which  tlu-y  could  not  buy  off,  and  which  they 
wished  to  destroy.  Gen.  Stuyvesant  and  Brant 
Van  Slechtenhont  were  die  tampions  of  these 
hostile  interests  and  opposing  views.  The  fbnner 
claimed  to  be  supreme  ruler  of  the  whole  rountrv, 
irrespective  of  tlie  special  rights  and  feudal  privi- 
leges granted— as  wdl  Iqr  the  Charter  of  16S9  as  by 
the  civil  law-  to  the  local  authorities  of  iniiejH  tid- 
ent  fiek  The  latter,  thoroughl}'  conversant  with 
the  immonitiea  cfadmed  for  manors  and  municipal- 
ities in  continental  Euro|)e,  recognized  the  exercise 
of  no  autliorily  within  his  limits,  save  that  of  his 
patroon,  or  such  as  was  approved  and  sanctioned 
by  his  legal  representatives.  Whatever  orders  or 
placards  the  Director-Cieneral  of  New  Netherlands 
might  issue  were,  he  maintained,  null  and  power- 
leH,  nnless  endorsed  and  countersigned  by  bis 
commander  and  exec  uti  d  li\  the  ofTicers  of  his 
courL  It  was  easy  to  foresee  that  pretensions  so 
opposite  could  not  Ail  to  lead  to  collision  ;  and 
Slechlenliorst  had  not  been  much  more  than  a 
month  at  his  post  when  an  explosion  took  [tlace. 

A  copy  of  a  proclamation  ordering  the  first  Wed- 
nesday in  May,  1648,  to  be  observed ssngeneral  fast, 

and  the  performance  of[iuMic  \vi  >r.-ihip  in  the  se\  cral 
churches  of  New  Netherlands,  wa«  duly  forwarded 


to  RoiasdaerwydL  It  was  received  by  die  aathori- 

ti">'if  tliis  place,  not  in  that  sprrii  m|  snhmissivc 
obedience  which  the  Director-General  demanded 
for  all  his  ordeis ;  but  as  an  invasion  of  the  i^ts 
and  authority  of  the  Lord  of  the  Manor,  against 
which  Van  Slechtenhorst  forthwith  protested. 

This  proceeding  did  not  comport  with  Stuy- 
vesant's  ideas,  ettber  of  law  or  |Moprie^.  To  cor- 
rect the  abuse,  he  resolved  to  visit  the  "  colonic," 
where,  accompanied  by  a  miliury  escort,  be  soon 
after  landed,  bis  anival  being  most  toyally  greeted 
by  salvos  from  the  |>atroon's  artillery.  Sainmoning 
Van  Slechtenhorst,  he  called  in  question  his  pre- 
tensions, and  charged  him  with  in^nging  the  West 
India  Company's  sovereignQr.  But  die  stnrdy 
romrnandcr  rotortt-d  :  "Your  complaints  are  nn- 
jusi ;  I  liave  mure  reason  to  complain  (Hi  belialf  of 
my  patroon  against  yon."  The  DirectorbGenend 

fulminated  thereupon  a  lengthy  protest,  in  whicb 
\'an  blechtenborst  was  accused  with  ha\ing  con- 
veyed lots  and  authorised  the  erection  of  buildings 
in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Fort  Orange,  in  disre- 
gard not  only  of  the  sovereign  audiorily,  but  in 
contempt  of  the  Director-General's  commission, 
thus  infringing  the  privileges  granted  by  their  High 
Mightinesses  and  destroying  the  security  of  the 
forL  Such  proceeding  was  totally  repugnant  to 
"milituy  disciplme  and  tiKtics.**  He  dierefore 
ordered,  •  in  a  friendly  manner,"  a  Slop  to  be  put 
to  all  building  within  range  of  cannon  shot,  nn- 
less specially  ordersd  by  die  Lords  Majors.  He 
further  commanded  that  no  new  ordinances  aflecting 
iht  sovereign  authority,  or  relating  to  commerce  or 
liie  puhlic  welfare,  be  issued  without  the  previous  con- 
sent of  tbdr  High  Mightinesses  or  their  represent** 
live  in  New  Nethcrland,  and  that  no  exclusive 
right  to  any  branch  of  trade  be  rented,  nor  any 
grain,  masia  or  odier  property  bdonging  to  the 
Company  -  1  iiis  be  seized,  unless  the  prosecu- 
tions on  such  suits  were  disposed  of  without  delay. 
The  ]«actice  of  compelling  the  inhabitants  of  die 
colony  to  sign  a  pledge  that,  as  defendants,  they 
shotdd  not  appe.il  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  New 
Nethcrland  from  judgments  rendered  by  the  Court 
of  Renseelaerwyck  was  pronounced  "a  crime," 
an  infracti'in  of  i1h  law  of  the  land,  and  a  subver- 
sion of  the  C  haricr.  To  prevent  tlie  recurrence  of 
this  illegal  practice,  an  annual  return  to  the  Direc- 
tor and  Council  of  all  the  affurs  transacted  in  the 
colony  and  of  the  pnxeedings  of  the  court  was  in- 
sisted on.  And,  as  Van  Slechtenhorst  claimed,  in 
direct  contradicdon  to  the  duurter  and  die  Birector- 
Gencral's  commission,  to  the  vilification  of  the 
tatter's  office  and  in  disrespect  of  the  Lords 
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If not  to  be  res{>onsible  to  the  govern- 
ment St  Fort  Amsterdam,  be  was  called  on  to 
ptodnce  his  anthoritjr,  dtber  from  die  Statea- 
General  or  the  Directors  of  the  Chamber  at  Amster- 
dam, lor  such  pretension.  Failing  in  this,  the 
Director-General  protested  against  bim  for  disobe- 
dience of  orders. 

Commander  Slfcliii-iiliorst  was,  in  the  estima- 
tion of  bis  opponents,  '•  a  person  ol  stubborn  and 
hesdstrang  temper."    He  was,  besidesb  folly  oon> 

fident  that  lie  bad  law  and  rusiom  on  his  side  ;  he 
was  sore  that  he  had  the  ini>tructions  of  bis  super- 
ion  in  his  pocket,  and  was  therefore  detennined 
not  to  abandon  the  rights  of  "his  orphan  patroon." 
He  answered  prt)tesi  by  protest  He  charged,  in 
bis  turn,  the  Director-General  with  having  pro- 
claimed  a  day  of  bating  and  prajrer  in  Rensselaer- 
wyck,  "contrary  to  ancient  order  and  nsagi^  as  if 
be  were  the  lord  of  the  patroon  s  colonic." 

He  accQsed  the  companjr's  WMriMKli  at  die  fbtt, 
with  having  cut  without  pcnnWott  the  best  tim- 
ber and  firewood  in  the  patroon's  forests,  "  as  if 
d>ese  were  their  own;"  and  with  having  ranged 
through  the  whole  colonic  along  with  people 
from  Manhattans,  "with  savages  by  their  side  to 
serve  as  brokers,'  trading  publicly  with  the  abori- 
ginei^  as  if  the  place  were  their  property ;  all  thia 
without  license  fnnii  ttie  patroon  or  his  authorized 
agents,  and  without  paying  either  duties  or  recog- 
nitions. As  for  die  order  not  to  boild  widifai  a 
prescribed  distance  of  Fort  Orange,  it  was  an  ag- 
gression which  ooold  not  be  justified.  The  pa- 
troon's trading  house  stood,  "a  few  years  ago," 
on  the  border  of  the  moat  which  surrounded  that 
fort.  That  soil,  with  all  around,  hcinngs  still  to  the 
patroon  ;  he  was  never  disturbed  in  its  possession 
midl  Director  Stnyvesant  soagfat  now  "by  unbe- 
coming means"  to  oust  "his  orphan  heir,"  to 
deprive  bim  of  the  benefit  thereof  and  to  appro- 
pikte  the  soil  to  himself;  threatening  to  destroy 
the  patroon's  buildings  by  cannon  shot  Van 
Slechtenhorst  is  hereby  prevented  erectini^  "even 
a  hog  pen  "  on  the  patroon's  own  land;  and 
Stnyvesant  has  become  a  judge  in  4iiB  own  cas^ 

The  assertion  that  the  i>bjectionab!e  buildings  en- 
dangered the  security  of  the  fort  was  a  mere  pre- 
text They  were  more  than  live  hundred  rods 
from  tlie  fort  or  trading-house  ;  and  it  was  added, 
eight  houses  already  intervened  between  them  and 
Fort  Orange. 

In  keeping  with  that  qririt  here  displayed  did 
Van  Slechtenhorst  continue  his  im|)rovcmcnts  in 
Heverwyck.  Another  protest  from  ilic  Director  at 
Manhaitan  followed,  warning  the  patroon's  agent 


that  force  should  be  used  if  he  did  not  derist 
But  this  had  the  effect  only  of  calling  foidi  "a 
oonnter  bbMt"  No  suit,  he  insisted,  conld  be  in- 
stituted, nor  cxftution  issued  in  another  district, 
without  previous  consent  of  the  Scbout-bscaal  or 
Conitof  dmtjurisdicdonoDdiepahiof  nonsuitand 
axbitraxy  correction,  and  thcretbrc  the  present  pro- 
ceeding was  inibrmal.  Tlie  pretensions  now  put 
forth  wer^  moreover,  at  variance  with  fbose  which 
had  already  been  promulgated  and  in  contradiction 
to  practice  even  at  New  Amsterdam.  The  Director- 
General  claimed,  in  July,  that  all  the  territory 
within  range  of  cannon  shot  bdongad  to  Fort 
Orange;  now  he  reduces  the  circle  to  the  range  of 
a  musket  ball,  within  which  be  will  not  allow  a 
house  to  be  built,  "notwithstandmg  be  pennili 
whole  streets  tu  be  filled  widi  houses  in  visiw  of 
Fort  Amsterdam." 

This  continued  contumacy  served  but  to  irritate 
the  New  Amstenhm  encnlhm.  The  freshets  of 
the  past  winter  had  nearly  destroyed  Fort  Orange, 
and  the  West  India  Company's  Commiasaty  bad 
received  orders  to  sunound  that  fort  with  a  solid 
stone  wall  in  lieu  of  the  wooden  fence  by  which  it 
had  hitherto  l)een  encompassed.  But  scarcely 
had  a  rod  of  the  work  been  finished,  when  Van 
Skehtanhont  foibade Call  Van  Bnigge  "inanim- 
pcrious  manner"  to  quarry  stone  within  the  col- 
ony, or  to  fell  a  tree  either  for  the  repair  of  the 
fordficadon  or  for  firewood.  The  fiumeis  and  in- 
habitants  were  also  ordered,  contrary  to  the  prao> 
dee  of  former  magistrates,  to  convey  any  such  ma- 
terials thither.  The  Company  was  thus  deprived 
of  articles  necessar>-  to  build  forts,  or  other  edifices^ 
and  compelled  either  to  beg  them  from  their  vas- 
sals, or,  "  what  is  worse,"  to  purchase  them  at 
enonnoua  prices.   Whilst  thus  opposing  repair  of 

the  public  works,  Van  Slechtenhorst  actively  ccm- 
tinued  bis  own  buildings  ' '  even  within  pistol  shot 
Fort  Orange:" 

On  receipt  of  this  intelligence.  General  Stuyves- 
ant  resolved  to  maintain  his  authority  by  force. 
Six  soldiers  were  dispatched  to  Van  Brugge's  as- 
sistanoei,  with  orden  to  demoHah  the  oAendhig 
house;  to  arrest  Van  Slcchtcnh'rst  "in  the  most 
civil  manner  possible,"  should  be  uller  any  opposi- 
Uon,  and  to  detain  him  in  custody  undl  he  delivered 
a  copy  of  bis  commission  and  his  instructions,  and 
had  declared  that  be  had  no  other.  He  was  finally 
summoned  to  appear  at  Fort  Amsterdam  to  answer 
for  his  conduct  Orders  were  at  the  same  time 
issued,  prohibiting  the  importation  of  guns  into  the 
' '  colonic  "  without  license  from  the  Lords  Majon. 
Sndi  aims,  when  imparted,  w«m  to  be  sold  only  to 
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die  Wcat  bidift  Ooai|Mi^«t  «  fined  price  of  tvo 

beavers  each. 

The  excitement  produced  in  the  hitherto  peace- 
fld  hamlet  of  Dewwyclc  on  the  appeuance  of 

thi^  armed  posse  may  be  easily  caik  eived.  The 
oldest  inhabitant  had  not  seen  a  soldier  nor  beard 
the  loand  of  %  dntm  in  that  phce  notil  tlie  Dbcc- 
tor-General's  visit  in  the  course  of  the  last  sammer. 
And  now,  when  another  armed  band  arrived,  with 
the  hostile  design  of  razing  the  houses  of  quiet  and 
inoSensive  settlers,  tbegr  were  waaS^  doMied  and 

much  alnrmcil. 

Those  whom  the  Director-General  had  dispatched 
to  eufijice  Us  ofdcrs,  were  not,  in  tfotb,  the  best 
qualified  for  the  jH;rrortii:\i)cc  <>f  this  delicate  mis- 
sion. They  were  very  xealous  "  when  the  patroon'i 
timber  wai  to  be  cn^  or  hb  deer  kiUed,"  and  were 
not  slow  to  ezhibit  their  insolence  by  grossly  in- 
sulting the  commander  "  when  walking  the  public 
street "  in  company  with  his  deputy,  Andnes  de 
Vast  coninf  tbem  and  "aboring  Godli  holj 
name/'  becanae  "llieif  had  not  bade  dieai  good 
evening." 

This  rade  conduct,  and  the  unconcealed  avowal 

of  their  mission,  aroused  the  indignation,  not  on^ 
of  the  settlers,  but  even  of  the  Indians.  Theae 
assembled  in  a  tumultuous  and  angry  manner,  and 
demanded  if  "Wooden  Leg,"  in  whom  thegr  had 
confided  as  their  protector,  intended  to  tear  down 
the  houses  which  were  to  shelter  them  in  stormy 
and  wintry  weather  ?  When  they  learned  that  aU 
the  trouble  was  about  a  few  rods  of  land,  they  told 
the  commander  to  accompany  them  home,  and 
they  would  give  him  plenty  of  land  "in  the  Ma- 
qoaas  country;"  so  that  "more  kindness  was 
e\inced  by  the  unbelieving  savages  than  by  our 
Christian  neighbors,  subjects  of  tlie  same  sovereign, 
bonnd  by  their  oatha  to  protect  na  agaloat  insdt 
and  outrage. " 

Tiie  soldiery  were  disposed  to  celebrate  what- 
ever victory  they  obtained  by  firing  a  feu-de-)oie. 
They  accordingly  discharged  three  or  four  volleys. 
This  brought  the  Indians  again  together.  Slech- 
tenhorst  succeeded,  however,  in  soothing  their  irri- 
tation, and  pennaded  them  to  depart  They 
returned  shortly  in  increased  numbers,  and 
inqoircd  in  angry  terms,  "  If  Wooden  L<g's 
dogB  were  gone?"  They  were  aanired  that  all 
would  yet  be  well  ;  that  they  had  been  mis- 
informed, that  the  houses  should  not  be  pulled 
down.  A  tlireatening  storm  was  thos  happily 
averted ;  ibr  die  Diredor^Seneml's  nuh  ooodnct 
had  well-nigh  produced  bloodshed,  "and  the  ruin, 
not  only  of  the  '  colonie,'  but  of  the  Manhattans 


and  of  the  Christians  within  this  land,  who  are  aU 
at  the  mercy  of  the  savages  " — especially  had  these 
been  joined  by  some  Christians,  ' '  as  might  have 
been  die  caaa." 

Van  Slfclitfiilmrst's  indiL-n-itt  n  at  this  encroach- 
ment on  the  patroon's  privii^cs  was  not  so  easily 
removed.  He  gave  vent  to  hia  feelings  in  a  long 
and  angry  protest  The  demand  for  a  copy  of  his 
commission,  and  the  summons  to  appear  at  Fort 
Amsterdam,  he  answered  by  calling  for  a  copy  in 
writing  of  the  Director-Genend's  claims  and  cona* 
plaints.  "The  noble  jKitroon  had  obtained  hia 
possessions  and  immunities,  was  invested  by  the 
Siatea  General  with  Ugh  and  low  jnrisdiction  and 
the  police  of  the  most  privileged  manors;  and  were 
he^  as  his  agent,  now  so  base  as  to  crouch  b^'fore 
die  present  onwarrantable  proceedings,  and  to  pro- 
duce his  commission,  before  he  had  received  Olden 
to  that  eflfect  from  his  lords  and  masters,  not  only 
would  tliey  be  injured,  but  he  be  guilty  of  a  viola- 
tion of  Uaoath  and  honor,  a  betnqnd  of  hia  trust 
and  a  childish  surrender  of  the  rights  of  his  pa- 
troon."  He  could  not,  therefore,  obey  such  de- 
mands, the  illegality  of  vdiich  was  only  lesdend 
the  more  flagrant  by  the  nnusoal  and  insolent  man- 
ner in  which  they  were  made. 

Such  illegal  conduct  betrayed  a  deep  contempt  of 
the  patroon  and  his  court,  as  well  as  of  the  aovcr- 

eign  whom  they  represented.  Those  who  have  been 
guil^  of  similar  violations  ot  law  in  Fatheriand 
"\aA  oAen  been  apprehended,  and  condemned  to 
bread  and  water  for  the  space  of  five  or  six  wedci ; 
yea,  were  sometimes  brought  to  the  block,"  so 
jealons  was  eveiy  local  jurisdiction  of  the  least  en- 
croachment on  its  privli^s. 

h%  for  preventing  timber  being  cut  within  the 
colonies,  "Is  the  patroon,"  he  demanded,  "not 
laaster  on  Ua  own  land  ?  bhenot  fieetocnthis 
timber  as  well  as  his  corn.'  And  can  he  not  arrest 
these,  when  cut  by  others  without  his  pcnnission? 
It  ia  notoriooa  diat  aO  die  present  proceedings  em- 
anated fiom  party  spirit  had  no  foundation  in  reason, 
and  were  as  justifiable  as  the  complaint  in  .F,sop's 
table  of  Cousin  Gysl>ert,  who,  whilst  drinking  on 
a  hill  from  a  waterbll,  qnaneled  with  a  hunlv  who 
stood  below,  ibr  diatniUng  the  water  and  makiqg 
it  muddy." 

This  protest  produced  a  long  replication  Irom 

Director  Stuyvcsant  and  Council,  whose  power,  it 
was  maintained,  "extended  to  the  colony  of 
Rensselaerwick,  aa  wdl  as  to  the  other  colonies." 
Stringent  orders  were  is.sued  to  Van  Brugge  and 

I.abadie  to  prosecute  and  complete  the  repairs  of 
the  fort ;  to  procure,  for  that  purpose,  timber 
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•njwliere  widrin  the  Umits  of  New  Netherland ; 
to  qmny  stones  from  the  mountains,  rocks  and 
plaiM,  and  have  them  conveyed  from  any  place, 
•nd  in  the  most  convenient  nuuiner,  except  from 
fiuniH  and  plantifHins  which  arc  fenced  and  culti- 
vated, or  about  being  so."  The  jurisdiction  of 
the  oompiajr,  and  "  the  andent  and  nninternipted 
use  of  the  gardens  and  fields  near  the  fort,"  were 
to  be  rigidly  raainuined,  and  the  destruction  of  the 
boildinga  within  musket  or  cannon  shot  proceeded 
with  forthwith. 

The  Schout-fisca.d  ot'  New  Neiherlaiid  averred 
that  it  was  long  since  notorious  that  the  Director 
and  Cmincil  bad  been  treated  widi  disrespect  Van 

Slechtenhoist,  Van  Sicchtenln  >r>t  w.i.s  summoned  to 
appear  at  Fort  Amsterdam.  Ue  could  tiave  obeyed 
widxMit  inconvenience  as  "  die  river  remained  open, 
the  winter  pleasant,  and  several  vessels  sailed  up 
and  down  during  the  whole  month  of  N'jvcin- 
ber."  Now,  however,  to  remove  ail  doubt,  the  cita- 
tion was  again  renewed,  and  th^commander  was 
peremptorily  ordered  to  appear  at  Fort  Amsterdam 
on  the  4  th  of  April  next  ensuing,  by  the  first  sailing 
vessel,  "when  he  will  be  informed  of  the  com- 
plaint neainst  him."  The  prospect  from  Fort  Orange 
ought,  in  his  opinion,  to  be  unobstructed,  at  least 
within  dide  of  cannon  shot  There  were  plenty 
of  vacant  lots  along  the  river,  on  which  the  in- 
habitants could  construct  their  dwellings,  yet  they 
persist,  "dirougb  prid^"  in  building  near  the 
walls.   Alt  the  truth  was,  it  was  neither  diroagh 

pride  nor  obstinacy  that  the  colonists  at  this  early 
daj  persisted  in  clinging  to  Fort  Orange.  This 
post  supplied  diem  in  their  feeUeness  widi  security 
against  die  Indiana,  and  they  were  loath  to  tostga 
its  protection. 

Hemoved  from  tiie  contentions  which  were  dis- 
tTMilaff  die  capital  of  New  Nedierlaiid,  Com- 

mandcr  \^x\  *^l<  chtenhorst  was  actively  extending 
the  limits  of  Renssulaerwyck  by  the  purchase  of  the 
Mohq^  lands  to  the  south  of  Aat  "colonie." 
On  the  4th  of  September,  1648,  he  bad  acquired 
for  the  patroon  the  tract  called  Paponicuck,  in 
exchange  for  some  thirty  ells  of  duffels  and  a 
few  handfuls  of  powder ;  and  this  spring  pur- 
chased Katskill  and  Claverack.  On  the  other  side 
of  the  Atlantic,  Wouter  Van  Twiller  was  boldly 
teyiog  daim  to  tbe  oontral  end  mooopalf  of  die 
upper  waters  of  the  Hudson  River  in  behalf  of  his 
wud,  tbe  orphan  patroon,  and  pnblidy  announcing 
Us  detenahiatton  not  to  pennit  any  merdtant  ves- 
sel to  pan  Beeren  Island,  nt  !  <  trade  in  the  vicinity 
of  Rensselaerwyck.  For  he  maintained  that  Fort 
Orange  bad  been  built  on  the  patroon's  territory. 


and  that  none — "not  even  the  West  India  Com- 
pany"— had  a  right  to  permit  others  to  erect  houses 
or  to  pursue  any  branch  of  business  thereabout 
Feudal  law  and  feudal  privileges  thus  brought  along 
with  tliem,  into  these  parts,  the  old  feudal  quarrels 
of  Europe  for  the  free  navigation  of  nature's  high- 
ways to  die  ocean,  and  tbe  qnestioo  was,  wbedier 
the  North  River  should  bt?  open  to  all  their  High 
Mightinesses'  subjects,  or  whether  these  should  be 
debaned  from  its  use  by  tbe  garrison  on  Beeren 
I.iLuid.  now  named  "in  such  a  loffy  Wlf,  'Tlie 
place  by  tight  of  arms.'  " 

I  The  absurdity  of  the  claim  to  the  soil  on  which 
Fort  Orange  stood  was  dearly  establidied  bjr  tbe 

'  fact  that  the  fort  was  built  and  gaRisoned  by 
the  West  India  Company  full  15  years  before 
tbe  eiistenoe  <rf  Remsdaerwyck ;  that  up  to 
the  year  1644  tbe  West  India  Company  had 
the  exclusive  enjoyment  of  the  fur  trade,  which  the 
company  intended  to  reclaim  ' '  whenever  it  shall 
be  able  to  provide  ib  magazines  with  asnffident 
store  of  goods."  In  view,  therefore  of  all  these 
circumstances,  and  in  order  to  correct  a  state  of 
things  of  wbidi  the  metdwots  geneiaily  com- 
plained, the  Directors  determined  to  ose  their  sov- 
ereign right*— to  tbe  oonfinion  of  Van  Twiller, 
"dtttungratefiil  individaa!,  who  had  snciced  his 
wealth  from  the  breasts  of  the  company  which  be 
now  abuses. "  They  accordingly  dispatched  orders  to 
remove  all  obstructions  to  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Nordi  River  and  oommercbd  interoooise  with  Fort 

I  Orange.  Tf  Van  Twiller  should  again  plant  guns 
near  that  river,  they  were  to  be  seized ;  and  if  any 
person  dared  to  enct  t<^,  or  salt  duty  on  any 
rivers,  islands  or  barbon  within  the  company's 
limits,  to  the  injury  of  the  inhabitants  or  traders 
generally,  such  were  to  be  prevented  by  all  means 
possible— even  by  foice  if  necewsiy  as  it  was  tbe 
firm  determination  of  the  Directors  ne\  i.  r  t  '  >  part  with 
these  pre-eminences  or  jurisdictions  to  any  colonists 
whatsoever. 

Previous  to  this  date  Van  Slecfatenhor^t  had 
granted  several  leases  for  land  in  Katakill.  But 
the  Directors  refused  to  admit  tbe  patroon's  pie- 
tensions  to  that  section  of  country,  as  it  had 

already  been  granted  to  another.  Tn  conformity 
with  his  instructions,  btuyvesant  now  protested 
against  diose  leases,  and  announced  his  resolution 

to  oppose  these  cncroai  lunt-nts.  Tlie  authorities 
of  Rensselaerwyck  were  consequently  much  em- 
barrassed, and  therefore  remonstrated  diat  tfa^  had 

;  only  obeyed  tlie  orders  of  their  superiors  in  Hol- 
1  land.  They  therefore  requested  the  Director- 
i  General  to  defer  further  proceedings  in  the  matter 


Digitized  by  Google 


60 


mSTORV  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


util  llMf  thodd'ooiBiaimicate  widi  didr  gaperion, 

and  promised,  in  the  meanwhile,  neither  to  <;cnd 
nor  allow  to  be  sent  any  settlers  or  cattle  to  the 
land  in  dispute.  Thus  was  impeded  the  early  «et- 
dcnient. 

In  1651,  the  call  fnr  a  subsiiiy  from  Rensselaer- 
w}'ck  brought  un  another  collision  between  the  au- 
tboritieB  of  d>at  colony  and  die  New  AnMeidioii 
ftovincial  Government.  The  latter  had  already 
peremptorily  demanded  the  excise  on  wines  and 
strong  liqaon  ooDsnmed  in  the  pattooa'!  dntrict, 
which  was  refused.  Ii  \\  ,\s  considered  an  invasion 
of  the  freedoms,  and  in  direct  opposition  lo  the 
custom,  ot  Fatherland.  The  patroon  had  de- 
ftayed,  from  bis  own  resources,  the  salaries  of  die 
minister  and  other  public  sen'ants,  a-;  well  as  the 
general  expenses  attendant  on  the  settlement  of 
the  coontry.  These  had  Muovnted,  on  die  jodi  of 
June,  1650,  to  the  sum  of  twenty-five  thou.sand 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-three  guilders,  or  more 
than  ten  thousand  dollars,  no  part  of  which  had 
been  paid  eidier  by  the  company  or  the  Co-direct- 
on  of  the  colony.  It  would  be,  therefore,  sub-  ' 
mitting  to  a  wrong  to  consent  to  the  demand 
now  pat  fbnh.  As  it  was  a  antler,  however,  diat 
concerned  the  common  interests  of  the  cnintry 
and  the  privileges  of  the  colony.  Commander  Van 
Sleditenbont  was  comniniooed  to  proceed  to 
New  Amsterdam  to  remonstrate  with  dM  Diiector 
and  Council  ajrainst  it. 

He  arrived  at  the  Manhattans  towards  the  close 
of  the  month  of  April,  and  took  the  earliest  oppor* 

tunity  to  re]»rcscnt  hmv  contnirv  t"  reason,  law  an<l 
usage  were  the  proposed  exactions.  But  Stuyvesant 
was  inexorable,  and  Sledilenhont  on  his  side  was 
equally  unyielding,  "for  it  was  a  matter  of  great 
impoi:tance,  which  may  cause  not  (uily  tumult,  but 
bloodshed  in  the  country."  The  parties  separated  ; 
but  Slechteohont  had  not  yet  finished  tiis  dinner, 
when  a  mes.st-nger  summoned  him  before  the  Di- 
rector-Liuneral  and  Council.  Immediately  on  his 
appearance  the  authoritiea  proceeded  to  pronounce 
sentence  against  him,  animadverting  in  strong 
terms  on  his  conduct,  especially  in  reference  to  the 
settlement  of  KatalEilL  Slecbtenhorst,  no  waj-s 
daunted,  demanded  if  a  man  could  be  l  ondemne*! 
uiitii  ;ird  The  only  answer  he  receiveil  was  an 
order  lor  his  arrest.  He  was  detained  four  months 
at  the  Manhattans,  notwiriwtanding  he  repeatedly 
ptotested  against  his  detention,  and  the  authorities 
of  Rensselaerwyck  made  several  applications  for 
his  release.  '  Knally,  seeing  no  prospect  of  otMain- 
ing  permission  to  depart,  he  embarked  in  a  sloop, 
and  letnmed  to  Fort  Orange,  having  given  a  guar* 


anty  to  die  sltipper  to  see  him  harmkss,  diovld  be 

be  prosecuted  for  having  received  him  on  board. 
It  was  well  for  the  skipper  that  be  had  taken  this 
precaution,  for,  on  his  retain  to  die  Manhattan^ 
his  vei>sel  was  arrested,  and  he  was  fined  two  ban* 
dred  anti  fiftv  ^'uildcrs  and  costs.  Van  .Slecbten- 
horst csUmalcd  liis  expenses  in  consequence  of 
tlMse  proceedings  at  about  ibar  hundred  doHars. 

Three  years  had  now  cla]>seil  since  Director 
Stayvesantset  up  a  claim  for  a  separate  jurisdiction 
lor  Fort  Orange,  diatbict  and  independent  fiom 
that  of  Rensselaerwyck.  Yet  the  question  remained 
still  unsettled.  Lines  were  not  drawn  in  those 
days  with  as  much  precision  as  in  our  times.  The 
Indians  measarsd  by  die  day's  joamey,  Stnyveaant 
by  the  cannon-ball.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  fort, 
as  claimed  by  him,  extended  over  a  circumference 
widim  die  range  of  gunshot,  wUcb  he  esd- 
mated  at  six  hundred  paces  of  five  feet  to 
a  pace,  a  distance  subsequently  estimated  at 
one  hundred  Ihd  fifty  rods.  As  the  hamlet  of 
Beverwyck,  now  becoming  every  day  more  popu- 
lous and  valuable,  would,  by  this  ojwration,  be 
severed  irom  tlic  colony,  and  as  the  West  India- 
Company  could  not  fell,  bi  conaequance,  to  secnre 
the  greater  part  of  the  fur  trade,  tO  the  serious  in- 
jury of  the  patroon,  considerable  opposition  was 
nwnifested  against  Stuyvesanfs  pretension.  The 
authorities  of  Rensselaerwyck  maintained  that  the 
fort  stood  on  the  patroon  s  soil;  that  the  wliolc 
territory,  from  Ikcren  Island  to  the  Cuhoes,  was 
bis,  and  diat  consequendy  the  fort  could  have  no 

jurisdiction  beyond  its  walls.  ,\s  for  tnuling  in 
furs,  or  cutting  timber,  it  was,  they  insisted,  a  fla- 
grant spoliation  of  the  patroon's  property. 

Jean  Baptiste  Van  Rensselaer,  the  first  of  that 
family  who  visited  this  country,  was  elected  one  of 
its  magistrates,  whilst  the  controversy  was  at  its 
height   Shordy  afterwards,  an  ocder  was  fssoed 

that  all  the  freemen  and  inhabitants  should  take 
the  oath  of  sdlegiance  to  the  patroon  and  his  repre- 
sentatives. 

These  conflictini^  pretensions  were  necessarily 
productive  of  a  bad  state  of  iiwiing  between  the 
op|>osing  parties.  On  New  Year's  night,  some 
soldiers,  armed  with  matchlocks,  sallied  from  the 
fort  and  fired  a  number  t)f  shots  at  the  patnxm's 
house.  Several  pieces  of  ignited  wadding  settled 
on  the  roo(  whkfa  was  of  reed,  and  had  caused 
the  destruction  of  the  buildini.',  bad  not  the  in- 
mates been  on  the  alert  On  the  following  day, 
the  soldiers  assaulted  the  younger  Slechtenhorst  m 
the  street,  "and  not  only  beat  him  black  and  blue, 
but  dragged  him  through  the  mud  and  mire  in  die 
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pmenoe  of  Johannes  Dyckman,  the  company's 
Commissary,  who  cried  out  all  the  time,  '  Let  )iim 
have  it  now,  and  the  devil  take  him ! '  "  Philip 
PSetenen  Schayler,  who  had  manied  a  danghter  of 
Van  Sleclitenhorst,  cndcav«irii!  to  save  his  brother- 
in-law.  D/dunan,  hereupon,  drew  his  sword,  and 
threatened  to  ran  Schuyler  through  irheinteifaed. 
The  soldiers  struck  others  of  the  oomnuuider's 
children,  and  threatened  t<>  slnxit  them,  but  were 
prevented.  Tl>e  friends  of  tlic  family  were  justly 
hicoMed  at  diia  outnge,  and  menaced  revenge. 
This  coming!;  to  Dyckman 's  ears,  he,  it  is  repre- 
sented, ordered  the  guns  oi  the  fort  to  be  loaded 
with  grape,  with  the  intention  of  blowing  down 
■  tiie  patroon's  house. 

Things  were  in  thi.s  unpleasant  state,  when  Stuy- 
vesant  sent  up  some  placards  relating  to  the  limits 
of  Fort  Orange,  which  be  ordered  to  have  pub- 
lished in  the  rrilony.  Dyckman.  accompanied 
by  six  followers  and  three  soldiers,  ' '  armed  witli 
carbines  and  pistols,"  proceeded  to  the  house 
where  the  mairistrates  were  in  session,  and  de- 
maxHled  of  Slecbienhorst  to  nuke  a  minute  of  wliat 
he  vis  aiKnit  to  leqnire.  As  it  wu  oontniy  to 
law  for  any  mu  to  enter  another's  jnrisdiciicm  vitlT 
an  armed  pmse,  without  the  previous  consent  of 
the  local  authorities,  Dyckman's  conduct  was  j 
looked  upon  as  an  additional  insult,  against  which 
Sleclitcnliorst  prote'>ted,  orderiii);  the  Commissary  ; 
at  the  same  time  to  quit  the  room.  Dyckman  re- 
tired; but,  "as  force  hadi  more  to  say  here  than 
jostioe,"  he  returned  with  increased  numbers,  and 
demanded  that  the  placards  should  be  published 
throughout  the  colony  by  the  S4>und  of  the  belL 
"  It  diall  not  be  done  so  long  as  we  have  a  drop 

of  bICK>d  in  our  vein*-. "  replied  the  Court,  "nor 
until  we  receive  orders  from  their  High  Mightinesses 
and  our  honored  masters. "  But  Dyckman,  never- 
.  persisted,  and  ordered  the  porter  to  ring 
the  belL  This  was  opposed  alsa  Dyckman  now 
proceeded  to  the  fort,  ordered  the  bdl  there  to  be 
rang  three  times;  then  returned  to  the  palioon's 
court-house,  ascended  the  front  stoop,  or  steps,  > 
with  his  armed  tbllowers,  whilst  the  wondering 
buii^iets  stood  aioand,  and  directed  his  depuqr  to 
make  proclamation  of  the  yilarards.  The  latter 
was  about  to  obey,  when  \'an  Slechtenboist,  rush- 
ing ibnraid,  tore  the  placards  from  his  hands,  "so 
that  the  seals  fell  on  the  ^ound. "  Another  long 
protest  followed  from  the  authorities  of  the  colo- 
ny, whilst  young  Van  Rensselaer  iacetiousiy  said 
to  the  crowd,  "Go  home,  good  friends;  'tfeooly 
the  wind  of  a  cannon  ball  find  six  hundred  paces 
oifl" 


On  receiving  the  report  of  these  occurrences, 

Director-General  Stuj-vcsant  immediately  dis- 
patched another  placard  to  Dyckman,  again  de- 
claring Ae  fuiis^ctioa  of  Pott  Omge  to  estend 
within  a  circumference  of  six  hundred  pat.es  of  said 
fort,  "  and,  in  order  that  no  man  shall  plead  ig- 
norance, we  further  cfaaige  our  Commissar}',  after 
publication  hereof,  to  erect  on  the  aforesaid  limiti» 
north,  smish  :\ni!  west  of  tlic  :if  >rcs.u<l  fortress,  a 
post,  marked  willi  the  Company  s  mark,  and  to 
affix,  on  a  board  nailed  thoeto,  •  eopf  hefeoC" 
Within  these  bounds  no  house  was,  for  the  future, 
to  be  built,  except  by  consent  of  the  Director 
and  Council,  or  those  authorised  to  act  for 
them.  This  violent  and  illegal  act,  \iolating  at 
once  the  rights  of  property  and  of  the  Charter 
of  1629,  severed,  now  and  ever  after,  the  town  of 
Beverwyck  from  Van  Rensselaer's  colony.   It  was 

not,  however,  quietly  submitted  to  by  tlie  authori- 
ties of  the  latter,  for  they  immeUiatcly  ordered  their 
constable  to  remove  the  posts  forthwith,  "protest- 
inij  iK'fore  Almighty  Cod  and  the  States-Cent^ral 
against  all  open  force  and  violence,  and  insisting 
on  reparation  for  all  losses  and  damages  which 
might  accrue  or  be  caused  thereby." 

On  the  same  day  the  Court  drew  up  a  long  re- 
monstrance "against  the  unbecoming  pretensions 
and  attacks  of  the  Director  and  Council  of  New 
Nethcrland,"  in  which  they  denied  that  the  latter 
bad  any  author!^  over  the  colony;  they  had 
never  sworn  allegiance  to  die  Company,  much  le« 
to  .Monsieur  Stu}r>'esant,  and  owned  no  msstOS 
but  the  Sutcs-Gcneral  and  their  own  immediate 
superiors,  whose  lands  have  been  erected  into  a 
perpetual  fief,  with  liigli,  middle  and  low  jurisdic- 
tion ;  and  he  who  would  now  dcstrov  this  must  be 
more  powerful  than  the  Company,  "yea,  than 
their  High  Mightinesses." 

This  pa(K;r  was  declared  by  the  Director  and 
Council  "a  libellous  calumny."  Secretaiy  de 
Hooges  was  odled  on  to  ftamish  tiie  namci  of  the 
magistrates  iriio  had  voted  in  iavor  of  sad 
threatened,  in  case  of  disobedience^  to  prosecute 
him  for  contumacy. 

In  the  meanwhile  die  question  of  jurisdiction 
presented  itself  in  a  new  shape  to  agitate  and  dis- 
turb still  further  this  iuiaot  hamleu  A  negress  be- 
longing to  Sander  Leendertsen  Glen,  charged  with 
theft,  caused  several  "decent  persons"  to  be 
prosecuted  as  receivers  of  stolen  goods.  She  was 
ordered  to  be  arrested  for  defamation,  and  Dyck- 
man piooeeded  to  take  up  the  wendt  Her  master 
rafitsed  to  surrender  her  that  evening.  Dyckman, 
olfended  at  this,  told  the  burgher  that  he  had  power 
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to  send  him  and  all  his  ftmitjr  to  jail;  to  pull  his 
house  down  about  his  cars,  and  trample  it  under- 
neath his  feet,  "  as  it  was  erected  on  the  com- 
pMijr's  KriL"  "I  have  notUngtodo  widi  jron,"  le- 
plied  Glen;  "  I  cannot  ser\'e  a  new  master  until  I 
am  discharged  from  the  one  I  live  under."  The 
Conuniamy  tiireataied  Mm  with  Stnywwin,  httt 
the  other  thought  he  should  fare  as  well  at  the  Di- 
rector-Generars  hands  as  he.  This  retort  over- 
threw Dj-ckman's  temper.  He  drew  hia  rapier  and 
thiMtcned  to  ran  his  adversary  througrb.  But 
Glen  was  nnt  nfraid.  He  seized  a  stick  to  repel 
bis  assailant,  who  then  retired.  Next  morniDg  he 
was  eammonod  to  the  ft»t  and  placed  under  arrest. 
Rumors  now  became  rife  thai  Stuyvcs.iin  \v;is  about 
to  visit  the  place,  and  the  Commissary  went  so  far 
at  to  grive  otit  that  a  new  gallows  was  buildiag  lor 
Slechtenhorst  and  his  sun,  and  for  youg  Van 
Renssel  aer,  who  were  put  down  as  the  fomeolon  of 
this  rebellion. 
Hie  Diieclnr  was  at  diif  tune  oocnpied  hi  tU- 

diniL'  himself  of  all  that  remained  of  his  opponents 
at  New  Amsterdam.  The  only  one  undisposed  of 
WIS  Attorney-Genieial  Van  Dyck,  and  his  how  had 
not  arrived. 

From  the  moment  that  he  had  been  commis- 
sioned he  was  treated  by  Stuyvesant  with  marked 
oontumdy,  and  ezdnded  fimn  tiie  GMndl  far 

over  two  rears  after  his  arrival  in  tin'  colony.  In 
the  exercise  of  bis  office  be  was  most  commonly 
employed  as  a  scrivener,  to  copjr  l^al  papers,  the 
drafts  of  which  tlic  Dircct<>r-ri<.neral  usually  pre- 
pared; at  other  times  he  was  "charged  to  look 
after  the  pigs  and  keep  them  out  of  the  fort — a 
duty  which  a  negro  could  ven,'  well  perform." 
When  Van  Dvck  h;i[)i)ened  to  object,  the  Director 
"got  as  angry  as  li  he  would  swallow  him  up;'  or, 
if  he  preraned  to  disobey,  *<put  him  in  confine- 
mcnt,  or  bastinadoed  him  with  liis  rattan."  A 
series  of  iU-usage  such  as  tliis  naturally  drove  the 
Fiscaal  ntto  the  ranks  of  the  opposition. 

But  in  tlie  spring  of  this  year  a  silly  luipOOII 
against  the  Director-General  made  its  appearance, 
and  Van  Dyck  was  put  down  as  its  author.  The 
Council  was  convoked  to  consider  this  mighty 
affiur  of  State,  and  a  n,"so!ution  followed  dismissing 
the  Sdiout-fiscaal  from  office,  "  on  account  of  the 
multitude  of  bis  misdemeanois  and  eonnhrances." 
This  resolution  purported  to  be  "by  and  with  the 
advice  of  the  Nine  men;"  but  these  repudiated  the 
assertion,  and  declared  ' '  that  they  never  had  any 
knowledge  of  the  Commonalty  as  having  com- 
plained of  Van  Dyck;  that  they  never  had  agreed 
to  the  resolution  ordering  bis  dismissal;  that  Stuy- 


vesant had  passed  it  on  his  own  zuthority,  and 
that  the  Secretary  had  Usely  appended  to  it  their 

names." 

To  IHI  this  vacancy,  CoraeUus  Van  Henhoven, 

the  putative  author  of  the  above  intrigue,  received 
the  appointment  of  Attorney-General;  Carl  Van 
Brogge,  "an  Engiishmsn,"  succeeded  Mm  as 
Provincial  Secretary,  and  Adrian  Van  Tienlioven 
became  Receiver-General  in  place  of  his  brother. 

"Were  an  honorable  person  appointed  in  my 
stead,"  says  Van  Dyck,  rrwnmenting  on  these  pro- 
ceedings, "  the  false  accusations  against  me,  which 
have  been  so  long  resolved  upon  and  written, 
might  have  some  senblsnoe  of  truth ;  but  die 
person  whom  the  Director-General  bath,  on  his  - 
own  mere  motion,  nnde  Fiacaai,  is  his  perjured 
Secretary,  who  returned  here  contrary  to  their  High 
Ifigfatinesses'  proUMtioo  ;  a  public,  notorions,  and 
convicted  whoremonger  and  oath-breaker  :  a  re- 
proach to  this  country,  and  the  mam  scourge  of 
both  Christians  and  heathens,  widi  whose  sen- 
sualities  the  Director  himself  h.as  been  always 
acquainted.".  ''The  fault  of  drunkenness  could 
esi^y  he  noticed  in  me,  bat  not  in  Van  Tienhoven, 
who  has  frequently  come  out  of  the  tavern  so  full 
that  he  could  go  no  further,  and  was  forced  to  lie 
down  in  the  gutter." 

Having  thus  disposed  of  Van  Dyck,  Stuyvesant 
turned  bis  attention  to  Van  Slechtenhorst,  and  to 
conclude  all  difficulties  with  him,  repaired  to  Foit 
Owmte  and  called  on  the  andiorities  of  Rensselaer- 
wyck  to  state  where  their  bounds  commenced.  It 
wss  indifferent  to  him  from  what  point,  north  or 
sondi,  diey  should  start  The  exemptions  allonred 
them  four  miles  on  one,  or  two  miles  CD  both 
banks  of  the  river,  and  he  \vas  prepared  to  c<)ncc<le 
to  that  extent ;  but  be  warned  them,  if  they  should 
rehise  this  "reasonable  offer,"  he  woold  proceed 
cx-parle.  They  replied  that  they  had  no  instruc- 
tion to  act  in  the  premises,  and  requested  delay, 
until  they  advised  with  the  interested  parties 
in  Holland.  The  defaty  uas  granted  ;  but  the 
question  of  aBprenMj  over  fieverwyck  was  not  so 
easily  settled. 

Sergeant  Litichoe  presented  himself,  with  a 
parly  of  soldiers,  before  the  patroon's  house,  and, 
having  stationed  his  folioweis  at  the  door,  or- 
demd  Van  Slechtenhoiist  to  strike  die  patroon's 
flag.  The  latter  peiempiorily  refused  to  olu  y, 
whereupon  "fourteen  soldiers  armed  with  loaded 
muskets,  entered  the  enclosure,  and,  after  firing 
a  volley,  hauled  down  the  lord's  colors. " 

Stuyvesant  followed  up  this  act  by  issuing  a  pro- 
I  clamation  erecting  in  Fort  Orange  a  Court  of  Jus- 
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tioe  fiw  dw  Village  of  Bevcrwyck  and  its  dependen- 
cies^ apart  fiom  and  independent  of  that  of  Rens- 
selaer^ck.  This  placard  having  be«n  affixed  to 
the  court-bouse  of  the  coltey,  was  torn  down  bjr 
Van  Slechtenhorst,  \vhr>.  in  return,  posted  a  pro- 
clamation vindicating  the  pauoon'a  rights,  and  de- 
noancing  the  pretensions  of  those  who  infringed 
tiiem.    This  was  removed  by  those  of  the  fort. 

From  the  date  of  Gen.  Stu}rve8ant's  proclama- 
tion above  mentioned  reckons  the  establishment 
of  a  legal  tlilninal  in  Beven»-yck,  and  consequently 
in  the  |»tsent  C  ity  of  Albany.  'Hiis  was  April 
ID,  165a.  It  was  an  exercise  of  the  prerogative 
vhidi  followed  Batonllf  the  highJiaiided  proda- 

■aation  of  the  5th  of  Mari.  li  jirecedinp;. 

Van  SIcchtenboist's  reign  wu  now  evidentl/ 
drawing  to  a  close.  For  four  years  he  hid  man- 
fully defended  the  rights  of  his  "  orphan  patroon," 
and  iinflinchinglv  contended  airainst  the  invasions 
of  superior  force.  Hut  what,  in  those  days,  couid 
•vail  in  NewNetfaflriand  the  opposition  of  one  man 
against  the  attacks  of  the  Excciitivo.'  Nine  armed 
soldiers  burst  into  his  house  and, without  exhibiting 
anj  anthoritjr  for  the  act,  dragged  him  a  prisoner, 
"  against  all  his  protests, "  to  Fort  Orange, ' '  where 
neither  his  children,  his  master  nor  his  friends  were 
allowed  to  speak  to  him,"  whilst  "his  fare,  his 
clothes  and  his  meat  were  left  hanghig  to  the  door- 
posts." and  his  house  and  papers  r ro  iibandoncd 
to  the  mercy  of  his  enemies.  He  was  next  con- 
vejed  on  hoard  a  sloop  lying  in  (he  river,  and  re- 
moved in  cb.ir^e  of  a  guard  to  New  Amsterdam, 
"to  be  tormented,  in  bia  aickness  and  old  age, 
with  unheard-of  and  insuflbrable  prosecutions  by 
those  serving  a  Christian  government,  ]>rofe.ssing 
the  same  religion,  and  living  under  the  same 
authority. " 

Jan  Baptist  Van  Rcnmdaer  succeeded  Van 

SlechtenhOfSt  as  Director,  and  ficrri*  Swart  was 
appointed  Sheriff,  or  Schout-hscaaJ,  of  Kensselaer- 
vjrck  In  his  phce. 

Information  was  received  by  the  patroon  and 
co-dircctors  of  Rensselaerwyck  of  the  high-handed 
measures  which  Stuyvesant  had  exercised  in  the 
eaily  piut  of  tUs  year  in  regard  to  their  colony. 
They  thereupon  sent  in  m  the  Amsterdam  Chamber 
a  remonstrance,  complaining,  ist,  that  tlie  Direc- 
tOP<jenend  had  dared  to  intrude  in  Adr  colony, 
and  had  commanded  tlic  patroon's  flag  to  be 
hauled  down;  2d,  that  he  had  caused  timber 
to  be  cut  on  the  complainants'  lands  without 
either  their  knowledge  or  their  permission  y  3d, 
that  he  had  claimed  for  the  W  est  India  Company 
the  right  of  jurisdiction  and  property  over  ail  the 


land  within  a  circumference  of  one  hundred  and  fitly 
rods  of  Fort  Orange,  where  he  had  erected  a  court  of 
justice,  notwithstanding  the  soil  had  been  purchased 
from  the  light  owners  by  the  patroon,  iridi  flm 
jurisdictions  thereunto  belonging,  whereby  the  col- 
onists were  reduced  to  a  state  of  dependency,  ab- 
solved  from  their  oedie,  "transformed  from  free- 
men to  vassals,  and  incitetl  to  disregard  their  former 
solemn  compacts  and  their  lord  and  master 
4th,  he  had,  moreover,  discharged  Sheriff  Swart 
from  his  oath  of  office  and  obliged  him  to 
swear  allegiance  to  tlie  company  ;  5th,  demanded 
copies  of  all  the  rolls,  protocols,  judgmenu, 
resiolndons  and  poften  tdatiTe  totiw  orionyand 
its  affairs  ;  6th,  ordered  his  Commissary  to  force 
Van  Slechtenborst's  house,  and  to  toll  the  bell  at 
the  publication  of  bis  ill^al  placards ;  7th,  ar- 
rested by  force  and  arms  the  Director  of  the  Col- 
ony, had  him  conveyed  to  the  Manhattans,  where 
he  illegally  detained  him  in  custody;  8th,  taxed 
the  colony  to  swell  the  company's  revenneai, 
licensed  those  who  (juit  the  i)atroon's  service  to  sell 
articles  of  contraband  to  the  savages,  and,  in  addi< 
tion  to  die  exaction  of  tlie  tithes,  had  nused  a  tax 
by  farming  out  the  excise  on  wines  and  b«crs — ■ 
"  thus,  in  every  resj)ect  and  everywhere  using 
violence  and  infringing  rights,  jurisdictions  and 
pre-eminences,  apparently  determined  to  tike  OUT 
goods  and  blood,  contrary  to  all  laws,  human  and 
divine  ;  declaring,  over  and  above  all  this,  that  be 
is  continued  in  his  administration  soldy  m  tlte 
hope  and  consideration  that  before  his  departure 
he  should  ruin  this  colony. "  The  patroon  and  co> 
directors  solemnly  avowed  thefar  intention  *'to  em- 
ploy all  lawful  remedies  to  preserve  and  mainuin 
their  rights  and  privileges,  and  to  protect  their  col- 
onists against  such  lawless  aggressions,'  and  in- 
sisted that  the  West  India  Company  should  forth- 
with order  their  Director  to  aban  !  in  these 
attempts,  repeal  his  placards,  and  compensate  for 
the  injuries  whidi  he  had  inflicted.  But  if  the 
Directors  were  of  opinion  that  they  had  any  just 
cause  of  complaint,  they  were  then  called  on  to 
appear  in  any  court  of  justice  to  make  good  their 
pretensions  before  our  common  judges.  Failing 
to  answer  categorically  the  ahove  accusations 
within  four-and-twenty  hours,  the  interested  parties 
threatened  to  "oom|dain  where  theiy  apace  they 
shall  be  heard. " 

The  Directors  answered,  in  vngne  ienn%  that 
they  were  unwilling  to  commit  an  infraction  on 
any  person's  privileges,  But  this  not  being  deemed 
satisfactor\ ,  thf-  yiatrr>on  and  his  fricnii-.  arlilrrKscd 
a  memorial  to  their  High  Mightmesses,  the  States- 
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General,  of  whom  llicgr  daOMBded  justice  and  re- 
dress. This  paper  was  immediately  sent  to  the 
Department  ul  Amsterdam,  which,  after  considenble 
delttf,  ntamcd  m  iqdy  to  loae  of  the  cbugM 
brought  against  thdr  agmt  in  Nev.  N'cr!ierland. 
The/  doiied  all  kaovkdge  of  the  pauoon's  flag 
hftvlng  been  healed  down,  of  his  oolonfiit  he^nf 
been  released  from  their  oaths,  of  any  of  his  lots 
having  been  taken  away,  and  of  the  establishment 
of  a  Court  of  Jostioe  in  Fort  Orange.  The  timber 
was  lemovecl  from  a  place  so  limited  as  to  injnie 
no  one,  and  all  complaints  against  the  extension  of 
the  juiisdiction  of  Fort  Orange  were  without  found- 
ation. That  juriadiction  «M  detennuied  "before 
the  colony  of  Rensselaerwyck  was  granted."  "  The 
limits  of  the  colony  were,  tbetcfora^  fixed  above  and 
Wanr^dw  fort,  nnder  whoee  walh  the  petitionere 
were  afterwards  permuted  to  shelter  themselves 
from  the  savages,  but  from  this  concession  no  right 
or  title  can  be  imagined  or  acquired."  Gerrit 
Swait  wai  not  diacbaTged  fipom  bit  oetfa  to  the  pe- 
troon.  He  w;as  only  obliged  to  take  a  second 
one  to  the  company,  remaining  subject  to  both 
nraHenL  The  demand  of  die  rails  and  papers  be- 
longing to  the  colony,  as  well  as  the  le^Ting  tithes 
and  excise  therein,  was  authorized  by  the  charter. 
As  Van  Slecbtenhorst  would  not  "toll  the  bell," 
on  the pnblicetion  of  the  plaaurdst  it  wasanevoid- 
ably  necessary  that  it  should  be  executed  by  others; 
and  bis  arrest  was  imperatively  demanded  in  order 
"to  coib  the  inaolfenble  insolence,  effrontery  and 
abuse  of  power,"  of  which  he  was  guilty.  The  au- 
thorizing the  sale  of  anns  and  ammunition  to  the 
savages  wis  acknoirledged.  "It  was  deemed 
pradent  that  it  ahoaM  be  now  and  dien  permit- 
ted." 

Having  thus  disposed,  in  one  way  or  another, 
and  as  beet  they  oovld,  of  the  cheiges  which  were 

brought  against  them,  the  Directors  now  assume<l 
the  offensive,  and  presented  against  the  patroon  and 
oo-<HiecK»«  of  RenaselaerwjN^  s  number  of 
counter-charges,  in  justificatiain  of  the  measures 
which  they  had  adopted,  or  as  an  offset  to  those 
accusations  made  against  themselves. 
They  had,  it  was  amred,  exceeded  their  lawfhl 

limits,  and  were  now  called  on  to  record  their 
bonndar)'  lines  in  the  land-office  of  the  Company, 
otherwise  the  latter  would  have  the  tnrvey  made 
by  its  own  orders.  They  liad  attempted,  against 
all  law,  to  extend  their  lines  along  the  North  River, 
to  monopoUae  liie  trade,  to  fbe  rain  of  private  per- 
ione.  They  refused  to  permit  any  vessel  to  pass  by 
a  certain  house,  calle<]  Rensselaers-Stein,  and 
claimed,  without  any  ibundation,  the  privil^e  of 


staple  ri,L,'ht.    They  exacted  seven  per  cent  doty 

on  e.ich  bea\i  r  and  five  per  cent,  on  other  goods, 
enforcing  these  pretensions  witii  cannon  shot, 
trhicb  Aey  disdmiged  into  ynchls  that  icfiMed  to 

come-to.  They  ha\e  endea\ •  ired,  "by  pcr\'ersc 
machinations,"  to  possess  theau>elvcs  of  Fort 
Onu^  and  when  frustmted  herein,  they  under- 
took  to  leeie  lots  in  its  \i>  in.ity  and  erect  buildings 
thereupon.  "  They  had  dared  to  grant  commis- 
sions to  individuals  to  sail  to  the  coast  of  Florida," 
and  fixbade  colonists  to  move  within  the  com- 
pany's limits,  on  pain  of  corporal  punishment,  con- 
hscation  of  property  and  banishment ;  to  cut  or 
cart  wood  lor  the  inhaUluita  of  Fort  Onnge;  lo 
pay  to  the  latter  what  they  owed  them  ;  or  to  ap- 
peal from  any  judgments  over  lilty  guilders,  as  they 
were  privileged  to  do.  Tbey  declined  to  famish 
any  eitiacls  of  Aeir  proceedings  or  judgments  ;  to 
make  returns  to  writs  of  api>ea! ;  to  publish  pla- 
cards, or  permit  such  publication  by  others,  but 
tear  them  by  foice  IWns  tiM  hands  of  coort  measaii* 

gers,  and  destri  ly  their  seals  ;  and  if  any  writ  be 
served  by  the  company's  officers,  tbey  incite  the 
parties  summooed  not  to  appear.  Ovor  and  abova 
all  this,  the  oath  which  the  colonists  are  compelled 
to  take  is  "  seditious  and  mutinous  ;"  for  no  notice 
is  taken  tlicrcin,  either  of  their  High  Mightinesses 
or  of  the  company.  No  iflport  has  hesB  made  of 
the  Slate  of  the  colony,  as  shoidd  have  been  annu- 
ally dune,  nor  have  the  inatnictioDS  issued  for  the 
administration  of  the  colony  been  ever  oommuni~ 
cated,  as  the  charter  required.  "  From  all  whidi 
How,  as  a  natural  consequence,  an  insolent  and 
overbearing  demeanor,  on  the  part  of  their  com- 
manders, to  dteir  inhabitants ;  insnAnble  proteats, 
injuries,  menaces,  disputes  and  provocations  against 
the  company's  ministers ;  and,  lastly,  a  gennal 
disobedience  of  all  the  compoBy^  commands  and 
ordinances,  to  such  a  degree  that  ihcy  would  not 
permit  the  Director  and  Council  to  proclaim  even 
a  day  of  prayer  in  Ae  colony  in  Ae  same  manner 
as  in  all  other  parts  t»f  New  Netherland." 

The  limits  between  Fort  Orange  and  the  colony 
were,  in  1654,  still  undetermined.  Some  confusion 
as  to  Jurisdiction  necessarily  ensued,  to  lemova 
which  Director-General  Stiiwesant  called  again  on 
the  patroon 's  agents  to  fix  on  their  point  of  depart- 
ure, as  he  was  willing  to  allow  tfiem,  agreeably  to 
the  charter,  four  miles  on  one  side  or  two  on  each 
bank  of  the  river,  "  without  the  limits  of  Fort 
Orange. '  The  magistrates  of  the  colony  being 
unprovided  with  instructions  from  flieir  superion, 
requested  delay  :  and  StujnreaBBt  seized  an  oppor- 
tunity which  offered,  sboitljr  after,  to  enlarge  bis 
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jurisdiction.  The  Court  of  Rensselaerwyck  was 
about  to  fanu  the  excise^  aod  demanded  bow  far 
they  could  collect  this  inpoM.  Hie  aittwer  «a» 

an  onier  to  the  Court  of  Fort  Orange  to  collect  the 
duties  uii  ill!  wines,  Ikhts  and  spirituous  liquors 
sold  by  retail  "uiihtu  a  circuit  of  ouc  thuuaaudi 
rods  of  the  fort"  The  colony  was  hixApj  de- 

]'ri\  eil  of  ;i  very  important  source  of  revenue,  and 
fresh  fuel  was  heaped  on  the  old  tires  uf  litigaiiou 
and  trouble.  As  if  the  elements  of  strife  were  I 
not  sufficiently  numerous,  a  claim  for  tenths  was 
also  put  in.  Counter-orders  were  given  by  the  pa- 
troon's  officers  to  their  vintners  to  refuse  the  pay- 
ment of  the  excise,  on  the  ground  that  the  general 
ET'ivemmenl  defrayeil  rviii'-  ■ 'f  the  hvca!  charges: 
and,  as  for  the  tentlis,  ' '  uciiher  tlic  iiiliabilanu  of  < 
the  colony  nor  thoM  of  Beverwyck  ooald  be  in- 
duccd,  either  by  uonition*  or  penuaaioos,  to  pay 
them." 

Cbmmissary  Dyckman,  whose  violent  deaieanor 
might,  long  ere  this,  have  justified  doubts  of  the 

soundness  of  his  mind,  bcc;im<^  now  st)  un(]ues- 
tionably  insane  that  itic  magisuuies  were  forced  to  i 
npiesent  his  condition  to  the  Supieme  Coandl, 
wUchf  thercupt>n.  ;i|i[)oiiiii'd  Johannes  de  Decker  ' 
Vloe-Director,  "  to  preside  in  Fort  Orange  and  Vil- 
lage of  Beverwyck,  in  die  Court  of  Justice  of  die 
commissaries  aforesaid,  to  administer  all  the  affairs 
of  police  and  justice,  as  circumstances  may  re- 
quire, in  conformity  with  the  instructions  given  by 
the  Diieclor^kneral  and  Council^  and  to  promote 
thc'c  for  the  be^t  service  of  the  OOOntiy  and  the 
prosperity  of  the  inhabitants." 

The  difficulties  about  the  excise  in  the  colony 
remaining  Stitt  unsettled,  orders  were  sent  up  by 
the  Director  and  Council  to  arrest  and  convey  the 
contumacious  tapisters  to  New  Amsterdam.  De 
Decker,  aocoidingly.  Invited  <iuc  of  them  to  his 
house,  where,  on  his  arrival,  he  made  him  pris- 
oner. The  sloop  in  which  he  was  to  be  conveyed 
down  Ae  river  not  being  ready  to  sail  until  the 
next  day,  Dc  Decker,  for  greater  security,  lodged  ' 
his  prisoner,  throu|^  the  night,  in  the  same  bed 
with  himself.  Throogb  the  oonnivanoe  of  the 
soldiers  on  guard,  the  tspstcr  contrived  to  cscai)e 
from  the  fort  on  the  morrow,  and  repaired  forth- 
with to  the  patroon's  bouse.  Hither  De  Decker  | 
foUowed,  and  ordered  hbn  to  letnm  to  the  Ibrt; 
but  he  refused.  The  other  tapsters  now  made  ! 
common  cause  wiUi  the  fugitive,  and,  arming 
dMBudvei,  remained  togedier  to  protect  each  odwr 
from  the  emissaries  of  the  law.  The  Vice-Direc- 
tor, esteeming  it  an  absurdity  to  suffer  an  asylum 
for  fugitives  from  justice  to  exist  in  the  very  center 


of  his  jurisdiction,  was  preparing  to  execute  his 
orders  by  forc^  when  John  B.  Van  Rensselaer 
pledged  bimsdf  to  lepafr  to  die  Manhattans  and 
arrange  the  matter  with  the  supreme  authorities. 
To  avoid  bloodshed,  Dc  Decker  aciiuiescc<l  in  this 
proposal;  but  another  order  arrived  a  lew  daysaftei^ 
waids,  directing  him  to  send  down  the  tavern* 
keepers  fortliwiih. 

Id  obedience  to  these  instructions,  he  proceeded 
with  an  aimed  posse  to  the  hooflet  of  ^e  parties, 
where  he  .u  iin  met  Vaa  ReoHslaer  and  "Ua 
associates."  He  summoned  them,  in  the  name 
of  the  Director  and  Council,  to  surrender  and 
accompany  bfan  to  the  fort;  whereupon  they 
each  answered,  "There  sits  the  lonl  ;  he  will 
answer  for  me."  Van  Rensselaer  acquiesced 
herein,  and  again  bound  himself  to  prodooe  the 
tapsters  when  required.  De  Decker,  finding  it 
useless  to  continue  the  discussion,  protested,  and 
Kb.  Van  Rensselaer  proceeded  to  New  Amsterdam. 
Here^  on  his  arrival,  be  presented  a  stroQg  icmoft- 
stranre  against  the  course  which  the  Government 
was  pursuing.  Their  exactions,  be  insisted,  w  ere 
contrary  n>  the  Chatter.  Instead  of  the  Directon 
ha\ing  any  claim  on  die  patrooB,  the  contiBiy 
was  the  fact 

The  West  India  Company  had  guaranteed  to 
defend  the  colonistB  against  all  violence,  yet 
the  latter  had  thrice  come  forward,  at  great  ex- 
pense, to  assist  Fun  Urange — first,  during  the  war 
with  die  French  savagea*;  secondly,  in  the 
.trouble  with  the  Ent,'!i^h  ;  and,  lately,  during 
the  unhappy  misunderstanding  with  the  Indians 
around  the  Manhattans.  Whenever  there  waa 
any  prospect  of  trouble,  they  were  the  first  to 
appease  the  savages  by  presents.  The  losses 
which  the  latter  inflicted  on  the  colony,  by 
the  killing  of  cows,  luHses  and  other  cattle, 
amounted  annually  to  several  thousand  guilders. 
In  addition,  the  patroons  and  Co-directors  main- 
tained, at  thdr  own  expense,  all  die  mroistets  and 
officers  of  the  colony.  In  the  face  of  these 
facts,  it  was  manifestly  unjust  to  seize  now  on  the 
excise,  and  to  insist  on  the  payment  also  of  the 
tenths.  However,  to  prevent  all  farther  distmb- 
ano-,  lie  was  willing  to  permit  the  payment  of  tin- 
former  under  protest,  if  the  Director  and  Council 
pledged  themadves  to  refiind  the  money,  should  a 
final  deci-^ion  be  given  against  them  by  impattial 
judges,  either  here  or  in  HolUnd. 

lliis  remonstianoe  waa  at  once  pronoonced 
"frivol' <us "  by  the  Director-General  and  Council, 
w  hose  "  high  office  and  quality  permit  them  not  to 
stoop  so  low  as  to  enter  the  lists  with  their  subjects 
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■nd  wmIs,  mnch  leas  to  answer  tfieir  fiivolon 

and  unfounded  protests  with  a  pusillanimous  diffi- 
dence." Their  duty  was  rather  "to  correct  such 
abrard  assertions,  and  to  punish  the  offenders." 
Wherefore,  as  a  public  example,  the  protestor  was 
fined  twenty  guilders. 

Having  thus,  as  tliey  considered,  vindicated 
tiieir  djgnitjr,  Van  Renasdaer  was  inforaed  diat  bia 
colonists  were  bound  equally  with  other  settlers  in 
the  Province  to  contribute-  to  the  public  burdens, 
not  only  by  the  very  nature  of  dviliaed  govern- 
ment, but  by  the  Charter  of  16S9 ;  and  this  they 
ought  to  do,  without  suspecting  any  infraction  on 
their  privileges  or  juiisdictton.  The  excise  due 
from  tbis  ooloof,  whldi  amounted,  bj  estimate, 
to  fifteen  hundred  guilders,  must,  therefore, 
be  paid,  together  with  ail  damages  which  may 
have  accrued  hf  die  ddaj.  The  tavern-keepers 
must,  moreover,  submk  to  the  ganging  of  their 
stock  as  often  as  the  same  may  be  required ; 
and  as  John  Baptiste  Van  Rensselaer  was  himself 
the  original  cause  that  the  excise  is  resisted,  he  was 
called  on  to  give  a  bond  of  three  thousand  guiUlcrs 
for  the  personal  appearance  of  the  "contumacious 
tavern-keepers;"  otherwise,  he  was  to  remain  at 
the  Manhattans  under  civil  arrest. 

The  Director  and  Council,  also,  insisted  that  the 
colony  was  obliged  to  pay  the  tithes.  If  Mr.  Van 
ReOMClaer  would  agree  with  some  of  his  colonists 
on  a  ronild  MUn,  in  lieu  of  these,  it  would  he  ac- 
cepted until  instructions  should  be  received  from 
Holhmd ;  if  die  Directon  or  arbitiaton  aihonld  de- 
cule  afterwards  that  the  colony  was  not  subject  to 
tenths,  the  amount  paid  should  be  reimbursed. 
The  anerdcBt  that  the  oolodstsaaaisted  die  Com- 
pany in  its  difficnhies  "  were  made,  but  not  proved. " 
It  is  true  they  promised  to  assist  in  putting  Fort 
Orange  in  a  sute  of  repair  at  the  time  of  the 
tronblea  widi  the  Engllib ;  bat  it  was  not  leas  true 
that,  after  having  given  three  or  four  days'  lab<jr, 
"  they  left  us  to  shift  for  ourselves. "  The  Director 
and  Council  wen  entirely  ignorant  of  being  under 
•lljr  oUigations  to  them  "during  the  late  troubles. " 

This  rejoinder  was  followed  by  a  proclamation, 
ordering  all  the  towns  and  ookmies  in  die  province 
not  to  cemove  their  crops  before  they  settled  with 
the  company's  rommissnries  for  the  lenllis.  A 
copy  of  this  placard  was  sent  for  publication  to  the 
authorities  of  Renaselaefwyck,  but  they  rafhsed  to 
publish  it. 

It  was  during  this  misunderstanding  that  the 
''OOBtumadous  tapsters,"  having  been  guaranteed 
bf  die  Director  and  Court  of  the  colonjr  against 
damage  arrived  at  the  Manhattans  to  answer  for 


their  conduct  The  plea  of  residence  in  the  col- 
ony and  of  acting  according  to  superior  orders, 
availed  them  nothing.  One  was  fined  two  hundred 
pounds,  failing  payment  of  which  he  was  to  be  ban- 
ished ;  the  other  was  mulcted  in  eight  hundred 
guilders.  The  patroon  suhsequcntly  made  good 
both  these  lines.  The  difficulties  about  tlie  tenths 
were  not  settled  until  July,  165B,  when  die  oolonj 
Compounded  for  lliem  b\  the  yearly  payment  of 
three  hundred  schepels  of  wheat  •  •  • 
Jcrcmias  Van  Rensselaer  ntooeeded  his  brodier 
Jan  Baptist  as  Director  of  the  col<Miy  in  1658, 
and  administcied  ii^  ;iff.urs  for  si.xteen  years  with 
great  prudence  and  di.scretion.  He  was  much  re- 
spected by  the  Prendi,  and  esercised  an  influence 
over  the  Indians  saipaased  only  by  that  of  Van 
Curler. 

On  the  change  of  government  and  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war,  considerable  difficult  was 
experienced  in  obtaining  a  patent  for  the  Manor 
from  the  Duke  of  V'ork.  To  obviate  this,  some  per- 
sons of  influence  advised  him  to  take  out  one  in  his 
own  name,  ho  lieing  <iualified  as  a  British  subject 
to  hold  real  estate.  To  his  great  honor  it  is  re- 
corded, diat  he  rejected  die  oifor,  for  he  was  only 
co-heir  and  could  not  thus  defVaud  his  brothers 
and  sisters.  He  was  a  roan  of  great  industry,  and 
communicated  to  Holland  an  account  of  various 
occurrences  in  this  country  under  the  name  of  the 
"New  Nctherland  Mrrtiin. "  His  correspond- 
ence, from  1637  to  his  ileulh,  still  in  good  preser- 
vadon,  affords  a  valuable  and  interesting  comment- 
ary on  private  and  public  affairs,  and  c<int,vinv  a 
relation  of  facts  and  incidents  which  oiiicrwisc 
would  be  irreparably  lost  He  died  on  the  ladi 
October,  1684,  and  was  followed  to  the  giave  \ff  a 

large  concourse  of  mourners. 

'i'hc  Rev.  ls;uc  Jogues,  a  h'rench  JeSUit,  taken 
captive  by  dm  Mohawks,  and  suffnlng  vmj  tor- 
ture, finally  made  his  escape  to  Fort  Orange  and 
visited  New  Amsterdam.  This  was  in  1643-43. 
He  was  kindly  treated  in  both  places.  Falling 
into  the  liands  of  the  Mohawks  a  second  time,  he 
was  ucacherously  and  barbarously  murdered  in 
October,  1646,  in  the  fortieth  year  of  his  age.  He 
speaks,  in  neariy  these  words,  of  Fort  Orange  and 
Rensselaerw)'ck :  "There  are  two  things  in  this 
seulemenl  ♦  ♦  ♦  ;  1st,  a  wretched 
Ktde  fort  called  Foit  Onnge,  buik  of  stakes,  widi 

f  ii:r  or  five  pieoes  of  cannon  of  Rretcuil  and  as 

(many  swivelsL  This  has  been  reserved,  and  is 
maintdned  by  the  West  India  Company.  TTiis 

fort  was  formerly  on  an  island  in  the  river;  it  is 

1  now  on  the  mainland  towards  the  Iroquoit^  a  litde 


Digitized  by  Google 


STUrVEHAM  AAU  THE  ENGLISH  CONQUEST. 


67 


abov  e  the  said  island  ;  ad,  a  colony  sent  here 
from  Rensselaer,  who  is  the  patrooo.  This  colony 
is  composed  of  about  loo  persona^  who  reside  in 
Mme  twen^  or  thiity  houses  built  slong  the  river, 
M  etch  nne  foimil  it  mi>4,t  convenient.  In  the 
prindpsU  bouse  resides  the  patroon's  agent.  The 
miniiter  has  his  apart,  in  which  service  is  per- 
formed. There  is  al>'>akind  of  bailiff  who  ad- 
ministers justice.  Ail  their  hou^  are  merely  of 
boards  and  tiutched.  As  yet  there  is  no  mason 
work,  exoqit  the  chimneys.  The  forests  fomiaii- 
ing  many  larpe  pines,  they  make  boards  by  rtieans 
of  their  mills,  which  they  have  for  tliu  purpose. 
Tbejr  fonad  some  pieces  of  ground  all  ready, 
which  the  savages  had  already  prepared,  and  in 
which  they  sow  wheat  and  oats  for  theii  beer  and 
horses,  of  which  they  have  a  great  stock.  Hiere 
is  liiile  land  fit  for  tillage,  being  crowded  by  hills, 
whicli  are  a  bad  soil.  Tliis  obliges  them  to  be 
separated  one  from  the  other,  and  they  occupy 
abeadf  two  or  three  Iodines  of  territocy.  Trade  is 
free  to  all.  This  jpves  the  Indians  all  things 
dieap,  each  of  the  UoUandeis  outbidding,  and 
being  satisfied,  provided  he  can  gain  some  litde 
profit" 

Most  who  came  over  in  the  eaily  years  of  New 
Netherlands  came  because  they  were  not  wanted  at 
home.  Thsy  belonged  to  tbe  over-plus  class  who 
have  no  steady  employment,  no  fixed  homes,  no 
friends,  no  character,  lliey  shipped  as  servants, 
as  fiumers  and  planters.  Bat  of  these  last  ttov 
were,  as  to-day,  various  grades,  .'^o  w.is  it  with 
th»^  numbers  who  came  as  hontersi,  trappers  and 
traders.  Fishermen  and  sailofB  and  sotdien  were 
represented.  Also  some  mechanics ;  as  we  find 
men  registered  as  t;iilors,  shoemakers,  bakers, 
coopers,  carpenters,  masons,  painters,  whcel- 
wrighls  and  rope-makers.   But  few  were  master 

mechanics  among  these  first  settlers  of  Rensse- 
laerwyck.  The  maltster  and  brewer  are  specially 
noted.  The  detk  at  Fort  Orange  is  named,  and 
so  is  a  surgeon,  Staes,  by  name,  in  1643,  and  a 
Cnnsoler  of  the  Sick,  who  is  said  to  have  ser\'ed 
as  a  teacher  of  boys  when  he  had  nothing  else 
lodA.  The  girls  in  that  day  were  not  often  taught 
"book  learning."  The  stli<N.hnastcr  is  referred 
to  a  few  times  in  that  ekler  day ;  but  he  had  only 
a  natoe  to  Ihre:.  Trsdbig  in  fiiis  paid  better 
than  teaching.  The  clergyman  will  be  spoken 
of  further  on.  As  nearly  as  we  can  make  ou^ 
tbe  first  was  sent  over  by  tbe  patroon,  and  had 
bat  little  encouragement  among  a  people  who  bad 
no  religion,  and  careil  for  neither  grace  nor  learn- 
ing.   We  do  not  include  tlic  leaders  and  public 


j  officers  in  these  statements.  Some  of  them  mtt 
I  men  of  marked  ability.  Among  the  later  comers 
I  we  find  women,  wives,  maidens,  nurses  and 
I  servants  mentJoned. 

The  early  immigrants  to  New  Netherlands  Sre 
I  generally  spoken  of  as  Uollanders,  or  Dutch.  Un- 
I  doabtedly  this  is  tme  of  die  majority.  Bat  not  a 
small  proportion  are  known  to  have  been  Wal- 
loons,  or  French  Protestants  of  like  Dulh  with  the 
Huguenots.  Few  came  after  tlie  English  conquest 
But  among  tliose  who  came  over  in  ships  befoie 
that  time  as  traders,  farmers,  trappers  and  servants, 
we  find  Swedes,  Danes,  Norwegians,  Swiss,  Portu- 
gaese,  Scotch,  and  men  firom  Friesland,  Ham- 
bun:!i  ;in  I  Bremen;  from  Picardy,  Calais  and  Paris; 
from  Utrecht  and  Normandy,  and  a  iiew  other 
places.  None  are  named  from  En^and.  They 
went  to  Virginia  or  New  England.  The  Catholic 
French  went  to  Canada  and  Arcadia;  the  Spaniards 
to  South  America  and  Mexico. 

'     STUYVESANl     AND    THE  ENGLISH 
CONQUiLST. 
The  stormy  administration  of  Peter  Stayveaant 
had  come  to  its  end.    The  imperious  and  arrogant 
autocrat  was  htmiiliated.  One  man  bad  come  with 
a  power  which  his  threatt  coold  not  afaurm;  who 
I  could  not  be  aRcsted  and  imprisoned  at  bis 
bidding. 

In  the  learning  of  his  day,  Stu\ vcsant  was  su- 

'  perior  to  tbe  other  DirectonhGeneral  of  the  West 
India  Company.  He  was  far  abmc  Van  Twiller 
and  Kieft  in  character.  We  believe  he  was  hones^ 
clean,  and  even  religions.  His  self-reliant  eneigy 
of  character  made  him  a  man  of  eitraordinary  ad- 
ministrative ability.    But  his  impetuous  self-will 

,  made  his  conduct  sometimes  reckless,  and  seem- 
mgly  unscmpaloas. 

I  He  had  much  to  do,  as  he  must  have  seen,  to 
organize  a  government  made  up  of  such  ill-ai>sorted 
materials  as  New  Netherlands.  Here  were  000- 
gicgaled  men  of  all  nations,  with  no  other  pur- 
pose but  gain — ^gain  regulated  as  little  as  possible 
by  law.  He  had  succeeded  the  stupid  and  avari- 
cious Van  Twiller  and  the  cowanlly  and  wicked 
Kieft,  both  despiseil  by  all  that  had  to  do  with 

;  them.    He  had  much  to  mend. 

He  derived  all  his  authority  from  "Ae  Com- 

'  pany. "  which  was  subordinate,  in  some  respects,  to 
the  "States  General."  He  was  determined  to  ad- 
vance the  bitereats  of  his  employen.  His  under 
officers  he  literally  kept  under  himself- not  often 
asking  or  regarding  their  opinions.  He  treated 
tliem  as  servants;  he  did  not  make  tfwn  fiiaidfc 
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Hm  people  were  so  Tar  removed  from  him  in  every 
point  that  could  ever  awaken  sympathy  and  confi- 
deace,  that  be  treated  liiem  only  as  cattle.  It  is 
tm  be  diooght  tfacy  needed  edioolnuMien  tad  re- 
lipious  teachers;  but  he  did  little  to  brin^  them 
under  their  influence;  He  had  no  respect  for  the 
laboring  daaeee,  except  that  tbey  terre  and  obey. 
This  they  could  do  in  aOenoi^  while  tbqr  feared 
and  bated  the  oppressor. 

Then  came  in  another  element,  the  English — 
Engliah  from  England  or  New  England  ;  all  the 
aane;  Ho  had  Iciirncil  .sDiiiethintf  of  their  charat- 
m;  and  would  like  tliem  as  subjects.  He  admired 
-dieir  inidligence  and  enefgy.  He  needed  it  But 
he  feared  their  indoinitaMe  ywAx  and  indexible  love 
of  freedom.  But  they  came,  encouraged  by  him, 
and  aoon  oocnf^  knds  upon  Long  Iriand,  and 
any  place  of  profit  or  power  which  they  could  find 
open  in  New  Amsterdam.  When  ' '  Peter  the  Head- 
strong "  opened  bis  gates  to  these  people,  he  received 
into  his  fort  the  Wooden  Hone. 

WIicii  Stuyvcsant  came  into  power,  in  1647,  the 
whole  population  of  New  Netherlands  amounted  to 
abont  one  thonaand  aoals^  a  fidling  off,  since  1643, 
of  a.ooo  under  Kieft's  foolish  reign,  while  the  New 
England  colonies  had  increased  in  about  the  same 
nnmber  of  years,  to  nearly  60,000.  And  tlwse 
"  Yankees"  were  free-born  Enj,'li.shmen  who  had 
thtir  free  churches,  and  their  free  scliool'^,  and  at- 
tended them  ;  who  cherished  ihcir  homes  and  tilled 
their  landa ;  who  made  dieir  own  lawa  and  choae 
their  own  men  to  execute  thoni.  \\'(iilc  thcy!o\cd 
their  own  homes,  they  were  always  seeking  to  make 
them  better;  w1h«  tfiejr  aought  new  places,  it  was 
to  make  them  better  than  the  old.  They  took  with 
them  their  principles  and  their  institutions,  and  did 
the  best  they  could  with  them,  with  no  unnecessar)- 
dday,  no  timid  lack  of  self  assertion. 

CominiT  to  Manhattan,  few  at  a  time,  yet  rapidly 
increasing  compared  with  the  Hollanders,  using 
the  present  and  waiting  for  the  fntoie,  they  aohed 
the  problem  of  English  sovereipity  in  1664,  and  of 
free  government  about  one  hundred  years  later. 

While  Stuyvesant  was  saccessliiny  redndng  die 
aavage  Indiana  near  Manhattan  and  at  l-'.s<<[>us.  and 
removing  the  inoffensive  Sweiles  on  tlie  Delaware  ; 
while  he  was  vainly  endeavoring  to  subject  Con- 
necticut, and  violently  reaistiiv  the  daims  of  the 
patr<T<^n  of  Renssclaerwyck,  and  (luarrcling  with  his 
own  officers  at  New  Amsterdam,  he  was  losing 
what  he  oogfat  to  have  seen  he  would  lose,  the 
affection  and  respect  of  all  classes.  All  men  of  Iiis 
character  are  blind.  His  house  was  a  house  divid- 
ed against  itselC    The  struggle  for  popular  rights 


was  deeper  and  stronger  than  he  knew.  It  was 
pent  up  much  in  men's  minds.  It  slept  as  sleeps 
the  mighty  earthquake,  it  kept  up  a  constant 
muttering  like  distant  thunder. 

Tlie  election  of  e!j,ditecn  "respectable  persons." 
from  whom  the  Governor  selected  a  Privy  G:>uncil 
of  '*  Nine  men,"  waa  a  gafai  for  die  people,  even  if 

they  had  power  to  give  advice  only  when  it  was  asked. 
The  establishment  of  a  republic  in  England,  as  brief 
and  faulty  as  it  was,  after  the  beheading  of  Cbarlea 
I,  in  1649,  produced  a  profound  sensation  all  over 
the  then  civilized  world.  It  was  felt  in  New  Nether- 
lands l>ecauj>e  it  was  felt  in  Holland  and  in  New 
Engfamd.   Tyranny  quaked ;  freedom  gained. 

When  tlic  people  (^nly  discussed  the  wicked- 
ness of  Kieft,  Stuyvennt  became  alarmed  that  tbey 
.had  come  toUii^  AattheactsofGovemoncoutdfae 
criticized.  When  the  "Nine  men"  severely  cen- 
sured Gov.  Stii  jTesant  himself  for  hi.s  trading  in  fire- 
arms, and  other  articles,  ' '  both  lawful  and  contra- 
battd,"  and  even  sent  to  the  Fatherland  a  remon- 
strance against  the  haliit  of  arresting,  of  confiscuing, 
and  covetous  speculations  in  trade  and  manu£ic- 
tures.  he  became  idll  more  alarmed  The  "Statea" 
rebuked  liim  fir  lii-s  cour-ie.  "Tlie  Company" 
sustained  him.  i'bus  the  conflict  went  oil  We 
need  not  fnrther  detail  matters  that  did  not  im- 
mediately affect  Peverwydt  and  RenaKlaerwyck. 
riiesf  <!t;taik  belong  to  general  history.  We  here 
only  indicate  the  causes  at  work  to  bring  an  end 
to  the  government  of  Stuyvesant  and  the  Ftovince 
of  New  Netherland  nt  the  same  time. 

In  another  place  we  have  spoken  of  the  English 
claim.  England  had  never  yielded  diis  claim.  It 
had  only  awaited  its  opportunity.  The 
Revolution  of  1649  was  ended,  and  harmony  was 
re-established  in  the  person  of  Charles  II.  The 
good-natured  King  had  kindly  given  to  his  brodaer 
James  all  the  territory  that  had  been  occupied  and 
governed  under  the  name  of  New  Netherlands. 
This  waa  done  on  the  itth  of  March,  i6<i4,  thus 
cx(^iclling  Holland  from  the  New  World.  The  time 
had  come  to  lake  poesession. 

The  province  had  fully  10,000  inhabitants  ;  and 
New  Amsterdam  had  grown  up  to  a  population  of 
1,500.  There  was  general  satisfaction  among  the 
people,  with  their  lands  and  their  trade.  Bui  iliey 
did  not  Uke  the  government  They  were  ready  Ibr 
a  change,  hoping  for  something  better. 

The  Duke  of  York  placed  CoU  KJchard  Nicolis 
in  command  of  the  expedition  to  "reduce  Ae 
Dutch  to  subjection,    ni  1  establish  his  claim. 

On  the  31st  of  July,  1664,  Gov.  Stuyvesant  had 
gone  up  to  Fort  Orange  for  rest  and  business,  not 
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dmmiqg  of  the  approadi  of  in  English  squadron. 
Soon  he  was  recalled  by  a  messenger.  He  relumed 
August  25th,  to  find  business  suspended  and  gen- 
eral abum  in  New  Amsterdam.   There  were  lour 

Knglish  frigates  in  the  bny.  near  Santly  H<'<>k  :  and 
a  few  days  later  three  more  were  seen  in  Nyack  Bay. 
The  excited  chief  magistrate  sent  lor  hdp  to  Fort 
Orange  ;  but  it  wms  ido  late. 

fieverwyck  and  Rensselaerwyck  could  send  no 
help.  The  defenses  of  New  Amsterdam  were  not 
equal  to  a  ricge.   Ixs  cruin1>ling  fort  was  built  only 

as  a  pri  itet  tion  ag;iin-it  the  hatchcN,  arrow  s  and 
musket  balls  of  tlie  savages ;  the  enclosure  was  un- 
protected by  ditch  or  palisade ;  there  were  not  500 

pounds  of  powder  ;  not  a  well  of  water  in  the  fort, 
and  provisions  were  low.  The  small  garrison  was 
composed  oTtbeoff-ecouringsof  Europe,  worthless, 
dissolote  men,  ready  to  far  pay  under  any 
banner. 

Wane  than  all,  the  Governor  h;ul  not  the  support 
of  his  Council  or  of  the  ddaens.   The  peremptory 

summons,  made  August  jGth.  to  .surrfinltT,  was, 
after  a  brief  delay,  in  useless  remonstrance  with 
Cmnmander  Nioolls,  rdnctantly  heeded  with- 
out bloodshed.  On  the  Sth  of  .^^ptember,  Stuyves- 
ani  signed  the  articles  of  surrender,  and  the  Eng- 
lish took  ibrmal  possession  in  the  name  of  James, 
Duke  <>t  Y.  irk  and  Albany.  New  Amsterdam  was 
namr !  \cw  ^'o^k,  and  Fort  Amsterdam  was 
named  t  ort  James. 

Fort  Oni^  next  received  attention.  The  at- 
tempt of  Johannes  de  Decker,  who  hurriedly  took 
a  trip  up  the  Hudson  to  persuade  the  garrison  of 
Fort  Orange  and  the  people  of  its  vidni^  to  resist 
any  dcmarx  I  1  1  surrender  which  the  EngHah  might 
m^e^  was  fruitless. 

On  Wednesday,  September  loth,  Niculls  sent 
Sir  George  Cartwright,  with  a  small  conipau)'  of 
soldien,  to  Fort  Onqge  with  the  following 
orders : 

"To  the  present  Deputy  Governor  or  die  magis- 
trates and  inhabitants  .  >f  Ffort  Aurania: 

"These  are  to  will  and  require  you  and  every  of 
you  to  bee  ayding  and  assisting  CoL  George  Cart- 
wright  in  the  prosecution  of  his  Ifajesty's  interest 
again.st  all  such  of  what  nation  so-cver  as  shall  op- 
pose tlie  peaceable  surrender  and  quiet  possession 
of  the  Sort  Aurania,  and  to  obey  hfan,  tfie  said 

George  Cartwright,  according  to  such  instrut  lions 
as  I  luve  given  him  in  case  of  the  Mohawks  or 
other  Indians  shall  attempt  anything  against  the 
lives,  goods  or  chaticis  of  those  who  are  now  under 
the  protection  and  obedience  of  his  Majesty  of 
Great  Brituine ;  whereibre  you  nor  any  of  you  are 


to  fayle  as  you  will  answer  the  oontraiy  at  your 

utmost  perills. 

"  Given  tinder  my  hand  and  seal  att  Ffort  James 
in  New  Yoike  on  Manhattans  Island,  this  totfi  dqr 
ofSeptonber,  1664. 

R.  NtCOLLS." 

When  die  paper  of  Col.  Nicotls  was  presented  to 

the  \'ite-Director,  John  de  La  Mi<ntague,  on  the 
34th  of  September,  he  quietly  .surrendered  Fort 
Orange  to  Col.  Cartwright  The  names  of  Bcver- 
)  wyck  \  illage  and  Fort  Orange  were^  at  once, 
changed  to  .\lhany.  F'  >Tt  Albany  was  manneil  by 
tlnglish  soldiers,  and  Capt.  John  Manning  was  put 
in  command.  Dirck  Van  Scfaeiluynei  who  had  held 
the  office  in  Tieverwyck.  was  made  Clerk  of  the 
Court  of  Albany,  which  had  beoa  established  by 
Stuyvesant  Jerenias  Van  Rensselaer  took  die  oath 
of  allegiance  to  King  Charles  IL  of  England  and 

the  Proiirietor  James. 

i'hus  wc  have  brought  do«'n  ttie  Civil  history  of 
New  Netheriands,  so  fitf  as  connected  with  that  of 

Albany  Countv,  to  the  Knglish  Con<]uest  of 
With  all  his  great  laults,  there  is  much  to  admire  in 
the  character  of  Peter  Stuyveaant  Hedid  his  best, 
under  most  trying  circumstances,  to  serve  faiili- 
fuUy  his  government.  He  was  true  to  Uic  last. 
After  he  found  everything  against  him,  he  settled 
down,  a  peaceful  cilinn,  and  live<l  a  .secluded  life, 
on  his  own  "Kowerie,"  in  the  City  of  New  ^'(>rk, 
and  there  died  in  1672.  His  remains  were  en- 
tombed at  his  Chape)  in  the  Bowery,  where  is  now 
.<t.  Mark's  Churt  h. 

His  country  vindicated  bis  conduct  But  what- 
ever good,  in  the  Providence  of  God,  may  have 
grovm  out  of  them  in  the  history  of  our  Nation, 
there  is  Init  one  voice  among  the  careful  stuiients  of 
histor)',  in  reviewing  die  transactions  of  the  Knglish 
government  at  this  ttmc^  and  that  is  one  of  the 
severest  condemnation. 

ORGANIZA.TION  AND  DIVISION  OF  THE 

COUNTV. 

On  die  1 7 ih  of  October,  1683,  the  first  "General 
Assembly"  of  the  '*  Colony  of  New  York,"  diosen 

by  "the  planters  or  inhabitants  of  every  part 
of  die  government,"  met  at  Fort  James,  in  the 
City  of  New  York,  with  "free  liberty  to  consult 
and  debate  among  themselves  all  matters  as  shall 
be  apprelieniled  prop-r  to  l>e  established  for  laws 
for  the  good  government  of  the  said  Colony  of  New 
York  and  its  dependencyes." 

nic  warrants  calling  this  .issembly  were  issuetl 
by  Lt.  Gov.  Thomas  Dongan  and  council,  on  the 
1 3th  of  September  preceding.   The  Duke  of  York 
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and  Albuiy  bad  given  liii  unwiUiDg  consent  in 

obedience  to  the  clamors  of  the  people,  the  wise 
counsel  of  WtUiatn  Pcnn,  and  bis  own  self  interest. 
Coining  to  die  throne  of  En^and  ts  JaBM  II,  in 
1685.  lu-  withdrew  his  cooaent  and  diaaohred  the 
iu«t^ciiil)h  tlic  year  after. 

But  the  people  had,  after  yean  of  struggle,  met 
in  lawful  assembly  and  put  on  record,  in  fitting 
words,  lite  "Charter  of  LilHTtit-s  and  Privileges," 
such  as  they  would  have,  and  passed  other  laws. 
Thqr  had  placed  New  York  by  die  aide  of  Viiginia 
and  Ma— Bchnaetla  m  the  daim  ibr  heaven-bom 
rights. 

Among  other  similar  warrants,  it  was  "ordered 
that  the  Sheriff  of  Albany  and  Raaoelaefa  Colony 
cause  the  freeholders  tO  meet  an<l  choose  twn  jht- 
sons  to  be  their  rcpteaentatives  in  the  General 
Aaaembly,  to  be  bolden*  at  the  Gtr  of  New  York, 
Octobrye  17th,  1683." 

It  would  be  inferestinir  to  know  when,  where, 
and  how  these  "office  holders  %-oted  at  this,  their 
fint  general  decdon  in  diia  ooantjr ;  but  hiatory  is 
silent  on  this  (Mjint,  nor  can  the  nanaeaof  the  "two 
represtentatives''  be  found.  Thejoumala  of  this 
aaaembly  are  lost  Richard  Pretty,  who  aorved  die 
wammt,  an  Englishman,  w:\.s  the  Sheriff  from  Oct 
1680  to  March  1691.     He  died  iti  i6ys. 

Among  die  Acts  passed,  was  one  ' '  To  divide 
thia  province  and  dependencyea  into  ahtrea  and 
ooantjpea," — "for  the  lietter  goi-eraing  and  sctling 
the  courts  in  the  same. "  It  was  also  enacted,  ' '  that 
there  shall  be  yearly  and  every  year,  an  High  Sbcr- 
'  riffieconatituted  and  commisrionated  for  each  connQ', 
and  that  each  Sherriffe  may  have  his  under  Slicr- 
riffe  Deputy  or  Deputyes.  '  All  laws  had  liie  ton- 
cttitence  of  the  Governor  and  Council,  who  were 
*  in  aeasion  at  tlic  same  time. 

TTua  Act,  dated  Nov.  i,  1683,  divided  the  pro- 
vince into  twelve  counties,  viz :  New  York,  West 
Chester,  Ulster,  Albany.  Dutchess,  Orai^  RIdi- 
mond.  Kiiitrs,  Qnccns.  Suffolk.  Dukes,  and  Corn- 
wall, llie  two  latter  taking  their  territory  in  Maasa- 
chuaetta  and  Maine*  "The  County  of  Albany  10 
containe  the  Towns  ufAlliaiiy,  the  Collony  Rena- 
laerwyck,  Schonecteda,  and  all  the  villages,  neigh- 
borhoods, and  Christian  Planta9ons  on  the  east 
aide  of  Hudson  River  from  R<Kl<if  Janscns  Creckc, 
and  on  the  veat  aide  from  Sawyer's  Creeke  to  the 
Sarraghtoga. " 

It  will  be  seen  that  die  names  of  these  counties 
are  £n,k{Iisli.  Sobaequent  di\isiuns  gave  namt*!> 
very  largely  in  honor  of  our  own  patriots  and 
statesmen,  while  a  few  preserve  die  memoiy  of  our 


native  Indian  tribes.  The  Scotch  tide  <tf  King 
I  James  II.  gave  name  to  Albany  County. 

At  a  session  of  the  Council,  held  at  Fort  William 
Heiuy,  in  New  York  Qly,  Oct  1,  1691,  another 
* '  Bill  for  dividing  this  pri>vince  ami  dependancyes 
into  shires  and  countyes  "  was  enacted,  chiefly 
confinnatoiy  of  die  above  In  describing  the 
County  of  Albany,  there  w;is  the  otnission  of  "the 
Town  of  Albany;"  a  substitution  of  "Mannor  of 
Ranabeiswjck,"  fordie  "  Collony  ofRenaiaerwyck." 
and  "to  the  uttermost  end  of  Sarraghtoga^"  instead 

of  "to  the  S.Trratrhtofrn. " 

At  a  session  of  the  Council,  hcid  at  Fort  George, 
in  New  York  Oxj,  May  t^,  1717,  the  coun^  waa 

further  enlarged  by  "An  .\ct  fi  ir  aiincxin);  that  jiari 
of  the  Mannor  of  Livingston  which  now  lyes  in 
Dutchess  Cbnnty,  unto  i!a/t  County  of  Albany. " 

The  Counties  of  Dukes,  consisting  of  Nantucket, 
Marthas  Vineyard,  Elisal)eth  Island  and  No  Man's 
Land,  now  in  Massachusetts,  and  Cornwall,  con- 
sisdng  of  Pemaquid  apd  adjacent  lands  and  iabmds^ 

now  in  Maine,  which  were  inchuled  in  the  patent 
to  the  Duke  of  York,  were  set  off  on  the  reorgani- 
zation of  the  colottid  government  about  1691,  aoon 
after  the  abdication  of  King  James  II,  and  the 
succession  of  William  and  Mar}-  to  the  English 
throne. 

PlOB  this  time  until  1 770^  the  colonial  govern^ 
meni  continued  witli  these  ten  original  counties, 
and  with  but  slight  tcrntorial  cliaiigcs.  They  were 
not  survqred,  and  didr  boundariea  were  loosely 
defined.  That  of  Albany,  especially,  was  vastly 
larger  than  those  early  Governors  and  Ix-gisUtois 
knew,  emlwacii^f  the  whole  territor)  lying  north  of 
Ulster  and  west  of  the  Hudson  River,  and  taking 
in  nearly  the  w  hole  State,  even  to  Canada  andnhe 
Lakes ;  and  north  of  Dutchess,  on  tiic  east  side  of 
the  Hudson,  induding  the  whole  of  what  ia  now 
the  State  of  V'crmont  Indeed,  iheSlaleof  Wrmont 
and  the  fifty  counties  of  the  &ate  of  New  York^ 
erected  rinoe  thia  date^  were  all  formed  fiora  the 
original  territorial  limits  of  the  Albany  County  of 
1 683  and  1691,  except  Putnam,  Sullivan,  Rockland, 
and  part  ofGrten  and  Delaware 

The  ten  thus  formed  direcdy  from  Albany  Co., 
are  chronologically  as  follows,  \\%\ 

1.  Gloucester,  March  16,  1770^  including  what 
ia  BOW  Orange,  Waahington,  Caledonia.  Orleana, 
and  E-ssex,  Vermont 

2.  Tryon,  March  12,  1773,  changed  to  Mont- 
gomery, April  2,  1784,  from  which  and  the  wilder- 
ness then  known  only  as  Indian  land,  the  coimtiCB 
west  of  Green,  .Schoharie,  .'^henectady,  Sarat<>ga, 

I  and  the  Adirondacks,  have  since  been  formed. 
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3.  Cbarlott^  March  is,  1779,  duuigedtoWaah- 
WgtOD,  April  2,  1784,  from  whose  tcrriton,-  have 
rinoe  been  erected  Warren,  Clinton,  St  Lawrence, 
Enn,  aadFnsUin. 

4.  Cumberland,  April  4,  17''^'.  covering  the 
present  Counties  of  Beiuiirigton,  Windsor,  Wind- 
ham, RuUand,  Addison,  and  Chittenden,  Vermont. 

5.  CotamMa,  April  4,  1786. 

6.  Ren<selaer,  Feb.  1791. 

7.  Saratoga,  Feb.  7,  1791. 

8.  Schdiuie,  April  6,  1795. 
y.  (Ireene,  March  25,  1800. 

la  Schenectadj,  March  7,  1809. 
What  a  mother  of  counties  is  old  Albany  1 
The  boundaries  of  the  county  are  defined  by 
sundri'  statutes,  and  at  tiiffcrcnt  periods,  in  con- 
nection widi  die  formation  of  odicr  counties  trom 
its  temtory.  This  is  done  in  Chop^  63,  Laws  of 
17B8,  passed  March  7,  when  it  includcil  what  arc 
now  Rensselaer,  Saratoga,  and  Scbenecudy  and  a 
pait  of  Washington,  Schoharie,  and  Greene  Coun- 
ties :  in  Chaj).  4,  Laws  of  1791,  passed  Feb.  7, 
when  Rensselaer  and  Saratoga,  and  a  part  of  Wash- 
ington Counbes,  were  set  ofT.  In  this  Act,  Rens* 
aelaer  County,  on  Hudson  River,  is  described  as 
"on  the  cflst  side  of  a  line  drawn  through  the 
middle  of  the  main  stream  of  Hudson's  River,  with 
such  variarions  aa  to  indade  the  ishmds  lyfaig  neareM 
tiic  cast  bank  thereof,"  being  adjacent  to  Albany 
Coun^'  on  Uie  west  of  such  line.  And  the  County 
of  Saratoga,  so  iiu-  as  it  is  adjacent  to  Albany.Coun^ 
cin  the  Moliawk  River,  is  defined  as  bounded, 
"southerly  by  the  middle  of  the  most  northerly 
branch  of  the  Mohawk  River  and  the  middle  of  the 
•aid  river."  "And  die  bounds  of  the  aeveral  towns 

fal  the  said  rcsjiectivc  counties.  adj;\(.eiit  to  and 
limited  by  the  Hudiion's  River  and  Mohawk  River, 
are  herefa^r  extended  to  and  Umited  by  die  bounds 
•  of  the  said  respective  counties  herein  described." 

Chap.  163,  Laws  «if  1801,  passed  April  7th, 
names  the  towns  of  Schenectady,  Princetown  and 
Duanesburgh.  now  in  Schenectatly  County,  and 
Berne,  Bethlehem.  C'oeymans,  Renssclafrsville  Hnd 
Water\'liet,  describing  their  limits,  as  belonging  to 
Albany  County,  besides  the  City  of  Albany. 

Chap.  65,  Laws  of  1^09.  passed  March  7th,  sets 
off  Schenectady  County  with  minutely  described 
bounds,  and  declares  '*diat  the  remainder  of  the 
County  of  Albany  shall  be  called  and  known  by 
the  name  of  County  of  Albany." 

lliis  was  three-quarters  of  a  century  ago,  and 
old  Albany  has  given  Urdi  to  no  more  diildren. 
Schenectady  is  it's  Aoungest.  Ph\-sicaIIy  it  has  re- 
tained its  outward  features,  all  the  same,  for  75 


years.   Bbt  fime  and  toil  have  wrought  changes  in 

her  internal  constitution.  The  potent  voice  of  the 
law  has  always  been  directing  changes.  But  she  is 
atill  "at  hom^"  and  ever  ready  to  welcome  her 
numerous  sisters,  children,  and  grandchildren,  as 
they  come  np  to  visit  her,  at  their  annual  convoca- 
tions. 

As  the  county  now  exists,  its  form  and  bounda- 
ries may  be  thus  <lescribt'd  :  Tt  is  Vioundfd  oil  tin- 
north  by  the  counties  of  Saratoga  and  Schenectady; 
on  die  west  by  die  Coanty  of  Schoharie;  on  die 
south  by  the  County  of  Greene,  and  on  the  cast 
by  the  County  of  Rensselaer.  The  Hudson  River 
boundary,  dividing  Albany  and  Renasdser  conn* 
ties,  is  described  by  "a  line  drawn  through  the 
middle  of  the  main  stream"  of  said  ri\er,  "with 
such  variations  as  to  include  the  islands  lying  near> 
est  to  die  west  hanks  thoeof  within  the  limits  of 
Albany  County,  The  boundary  between  AIban\' 
and  Saratoga  counties  is  made  by  a  line  beginning 
at  a  point  in  the  middle  of  the  main  stream  of 
-Hudson  River  in  the  westerly  boiindar)  of  Rens- 
selaer Cbon^,  opposite  to  the  middle  of  the  most 
northeriy  branch  of  the  Mohawk  Rix'er,  and  running 
thence  through  the  middle  of  said  northerly  branch 
anil  of  the  said  Mohawk  Ki\er  wesierlv.  to  a  point 
in  said  river  w  here  it  is  nearest  the  north  line  of  the 
manor  of  Rensaeherwyck,  at  Niska>-ona.''  Its 

northern  and  s'luthcni  boundaric-s  are  .supposed  tO 
be  parallel ;  as  are,  also,  its  eastern  and  westera, 
each  following  the  variadoos  of  die  cnirent  of  dw 
Hudson.  Its  general  ibrm  is  ihomboidaL  Hat 
so  old  a  county  has  never  had  a  complete  and  ac- 
curate survey  is  a  matter  of  surprise  and  regret, 
which  wQI  remain,  probably,  until  the  present  State 
survey  is  accomplislied. 

When  this  county  was  created  in  1683,  it  had  no 
towns  vrith  ccHporate  limits.  Albany  received  a 
charter  from  Gov.  Dongan,  daieil  July  22, 
declaring  "U>at  the  said  City  of  .Mbany.  and  the 
compass,  precincts  and  limits  thereof,  and  the  juris- 
diction of  the  same,  shall  from  hencefiMth  extend 
and  reach  it«<  ir  and  shall  and  may  be  able  to  reach 
forth  and  extend  itself,  as  well  in  length  and  in 
breadth,  as  in  circuit,  on  the  east  by  Hndaon^ 
River,  so  far  as  low  water  mark;  to  the  south,  by  a 
tine  to  be  drawn  from  the  southernmost  end  of  the 
pasture  at  the  north  end  of  the  said  isbind,  called 
Martin  Gerritsen's  island,  running  back  into  the 
w<X)ds  si.xteen  English  mik-s  due  northwest  to  a 
certain  kill  or  creek,  called  the  Sandhill;  on  the 
north,  to  a  tine  to  be  drawn  from  the  post  that  was 

set  by  Gov,  Stuyvcsant,  pear  Hudson's  River,  run- 
ning likewise  northwest  sixteen  English  miles;  and 
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on  the  west,  by  a  straight  line  tu  be  drawn  fiom  the 
points  of  the  said  south  and  north  Hnes." 

In  1687,  Gov.  Dongan,  in  his  report  to  tlie 
English  Board  of  Tmde,  sajrs:  "The  town  of 

Albany  lyes  within  the  Kaiislaers'  ("olony;  and,  to 
my  the  truth,  tlte  Ranstacrs  liad  the  rigiit  to  it,  for 
it  waa  thejr  settled  the  place,  and  upon  a  petition 
of  one  of  them  to  our  present  Kini:.  about  Albany, 
the  petitioner  was  referred  tu  his  Majesty's  council 
at  law,  who,  upon  a  perusal  of  the  Ranslaeia' 
papeis,  made  their  return  that  it  was  their  opinion 
that  it  di<i  belong  to  them.    *    *    *     i  l^.  i,,\vii  j 
itself  is  upon  a  barren  saudy  spul  of  land,  and  the  | 
inhabitanta  live  wholly  npon  trade  with  the  Indians.  I 
I  got  the  Ranslaers  to  release  their  pretence  to  the  ' 
town  and  sixteen  miles  into  the  countrj'  for  com-  j 
mom  to  the  King,  with  liberty  to  cut  fire«-ood  I 
within  the  coii/iiy  fi>r  one  and  twentj  \eai>.  Afier 
I  had  ohtaincil  this  rtlctse  of  the  Kanslaeis  I 
[tassed  tlie  patent  for  Albany." 

This  '*Ranilaeiir  Cokmy,"  otberwiae  the 
"Manor  of  Ren.sselae^^vyck,"  was  erecteti  into  a 
district,  March  24,  1773,  and  subdivided  soon  after 
the  war  of  the  Revolution,  March  $,  1779,  >^to 
ea-tt  and  west  districts.  The  west  district  included 
the  whole  of  the  territory  now  called  Albany 
County,  except  the  City  of  Albany  as  above  de- 
scribed, and  certain  State  landsj,  so  called,  located 
in  the  northeast  pari  <>f  the  town  of  Watervhet. 
All  the  rights  therein  remaining  to  the  Patroon, 
the  late  Hon.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  of  revered 
memory,  upon  his  ileath.  Januar)-  26,  1839, 
deaoended  to  his  son  btepben,  while  those  of  the 
east  dtotrict,  formerly  indnding  moat  of  Rensselaer 
and  a  part  of  Coiunibia  coontiei^  descended  to  his 

other  son,  W'tiliani  1'.  ' 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  wlude  leriitory  of 
this  county  was  once  included  within  the  Colony 

of  Rcnsselaerswyck,  the  history  of  which  qipean 
under  its  appropriate  head. 

With  the  exception  of  the  City  of  Albany,  the 
whole  of  the  territory  now  called  Albany  County,  ; 
and  including  most  of  that  now  constituting  the  ' 
town  of  Niskayuna,  in  Schenectady  County,  was 
incorpoiaied  March  7,  1788,  into  a  town  by  the 
name  of  \Valer\li(  t.    N'iskaynna  was  set  off  March  ' 
ft  1809,  making  tlie  county  limits  coincide  with 
those  of  the  west  Manor  of  Renssdaer. 

From  this  territory  the  following  towns  in  Albany 
County  have  since  been  incorporated  : 

Namt$.  DaU.  From  vrkal  Hktr  Umn. 

RcMKlaerfaie.Mardi  8,  tT^o.WatonrtiBt. 

Coeymans        March  18,  1791. 

Bethkhem  March  la,  1793.  «• 


Nawti.  DaU.  F^tm  vktt  ttktr  imm. 

Berao  March  17, 179$  RenwBtosrrflla. 

GuJMaluid . .  .Fdv   sC^  1803 .  WatertUst 

Colonie  April  ti,  i!«r>R 

Westerlo  Marcli  ii>.  1S15 . ( \>t-ym»ns& Kennelaenrille 

KiK>\  Feb.  1822  licnie. 

New  Scotland.  .April  25,  1833. Bethkhem. 
CohMS.  Mftf   19,  i369.WalarvUit. 

The  local  histoiy  of  diese  towns,  sa  fnlly  as  space 
will  allow,  will  be  written  by  others.    We  give  a 

summary  of  sonic  facts  of  general  interest. 

It  will  be  seen  that  no  town  organization  existed 
in  Albany  County  until  aAer  the  Revolntionaiy  war 
and  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  when 
W'atervUet,  as  above  stated,  was  organized  March  7, 
1788.  Before  this,  except  what  jorisdictioa  in- 
hered in  the  Manor  of  Renssdaeiwyck,  all  dvO, 
jnilicial,  ami  otiier  matters  of  common  interest, 
were  managed  at  .Albany,  made  a  city  more  than 
100  years  prior  to  this  date.  Tlie  Ci^  of  Albatqr 
was  then,  except  in  territory,  /^f  Cmnty-  the  center 
of  bustDess,  of  military  and  civil  power,  and  of 
social  interest 

OUTUNK   .SKErCHI-:^?  OF    IHE  iUWNS 
OF  THE  COUNTY. 

Becm. — More  recendy  and  generally  qwlled 
Berne ;  named  from  Bero^  Switzerland,  the  native 

place  of  Jacob  Wcidman,  one  of  the  first  settlers. 
It  was  formed  from  Kensselaer%-ille,  March  I7f  17951 
and  embraced  what  is  now  the  town  of  Knoa, 
which  was  taken  off  from  tlie  north  f>art  February 
s8,  i8s2.  It  is  the  middle  of  the  three  western 
towns  of  tiiacoun^;  about  so  mites  60m  Albany; 
has  an  area  of  38,782  acres,  and  is  bounded 
north  l>y  Knox,  east  h)  New  Scotland,  south  by 
Westerlo  and  Rensselaerviile,  and  west  by  Scho- 
harie County.  The  Heldeibeigs  li«  akwg  eastF- 
ern  border,  the  western  slope  of  which  gives  a 
broken  surface,  varied  by  hills,  ravines  and  plateaux. 
The  soil  is  a  loam  formed  of  ssnd,  gravd  and  clay  ; 
a  fine  calcare'  u-..  argillaceous  loam  abounds  in  the 
vallejs  :  an>l  marsh,  hog,  clay  and  marl  patches  are 
found.  Brooks  are  numerous,  most  of  them  find- 
mg  thdr  way  to  Schoharie  creek.  The  lofly  ledges 
of  the  hills  on  the  eastern  border  are  interesting 
natural  features.  I  hompuon's  Lake,  on  the  Hel- 
derbeigs,  and  White  Sulphur  Springs,  in  Bemeville^ 
are  places  of  much  resort. 

Good  flagging  stone  is  quarried  near  Keidsvill^ 
and  mineral  springs  and  limestone  cavetas  are 
found  in  the  town. 

The  first  settlers  were  mostly  Germans  who  came 
and  occupied  manorial  lands  about  1750.  A 
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namber  of  Sootdi  lettkiB  came  about  the  time  of 

the  Revolutionary  war. 

Daring  the  anti-rent  troubles,  this  town  tiad 
moie  leaMd  lands  than  anj  other  in  the  county. 
The  number  has  been  rapidly  dtxreasing  by  settle- 
ment of  claims,  much  to  the  advancement  of  in- 
telligence, independence  and  wealth.  Ihe  anti- 
rent  feeling  aioae  to  ito  Ufl^Mat  pitch  in  Ais  town, 
leailing  to  deeds  of  violence  and  cuitra/c. 

There  were  many  Tories  in  Uiis  tcrriior}-  during 
the  Revdedonarf  mr.  Here,  it  la  aaid,  was  a 
rendezvous  for  them,  where  plans  were  made,  and 
from  which  went  fordi  bands  to  co-operate  with  the 
Indians  in  their  cruel  barbarities  a^inst  the  patriot 
settlers.  In  1777,  out  of  a  cMin|uny  of  85  militia 
raised  here,  f\i  joined  the  British,  and  33  were 
with  the  Americans  against  Burgoyne,  at  Saratoga. 
In  1779,  ^P**  ^7">  Mmed  John 

and  Robert  Bricc,  wen:  taken  captives  fri  iin  ;hc 
western  part  of  this  town.  Dictx  died  at  Montreal, 
■nd  the  boja,  after  the  war  was  over,  were  ex- 
changed and  returned  home. 

Berneville,  once  called  Beaver  Dam,  wSS  Stock- 
aded during  tlie  Revolutionary  war. 

The  first  church  established  was  the  Dolcb  Re- 
formed, in  I -'tj,  which  receimi,  as  its  first  pa^itor. 
Rev.  Joiianncs  Schuyler,  in  1767.  A  parsonage 
lann,  given  \xf  the  Fatroon,  is  situated  about  mid- 
•  way  between  Peoria  and  FiemevUie,  and  is  held  in 
common  by  societies  in  both  villagea.  This  is  the 
oldest  church  in  the  county,  outside  or  Albany. 

Amoii^'  the  prominent  natives  of  the  town  are 
Hon-  Joseph  I'.  Hr.adiev.  of  tlie  riiiled  States  Su- 
preme Court ;  the  widely  known  CapU  A.  H.  Bo- 
gardu^  Albert  Gallup,  Conntjr  T^ieasnrer,  and 

others. 

Bethleheu. — It  IS  stated  that  several  ikrmers 
who  came  at  an  early  date  to  Beverwjck  began 
another  settlement,  south  of  Fort  Orange,  to  which 
they  gave  the  name  of  Bethlehem,  with  reverent 
regard  for  the  city  of  Pala>tine,  where  our  Saviour 
was  bom. 

It  is  believed  that  the  first  trading  house  in  this 
county  was  erected  in  16 14,  upon  Castle  Island,  in 
the  Hudson,  by  Dutch  tradcfs  under  the  lead  of 
Skipjier  Corstiacnsen.  This  i.sLind,  containing 
about  160  acres  of  land,  is  in  this  town,  opposite 
that  part  of  Albtny  iri^  was  set  olT  from  Bethle- 
hem in  1870.  It  has  been  desi^atcd  b\  various 
names,  but  is  now  called  \'aii  Rensselaer  or 
Westerto  Island.  In  the  original  charter  limits  of  the 
Gtyof  Albanym  1686,  it ia called  Martin Gerritsen's 

island.    Th--  tnulin^  house  was  stockaded  and 

garriiioncd  as  a  protection  against  predatory  traders 
w 


and  hostile  Indiana,  and  named  Foit  Nassau.  Two 

or  three  years  later  it  was  moved  by  Elklns  to  the 
elevation  near  the  mouth  of  the  Tawasentha,  on 
aoootmt  of  the  spring  floods.  Here  it  pcoiiabiy 
remained  until  the  erectioQ  of  Foit  Omng^  in 
Bevcrwyck,  in  1623. 

As  a  township,  Bethlehem  waa  erected  from 
WatervUei;  Maich  is,  1793,  faidudfaig  iirfiat  is  now 

New  Scotland,  which  was  taken  off  April  25,  183S, 
and  tiie  southeast  part  of  Albany,  which  was  taken 
off  April  6.  187a  It  has  an  area  of  31, 549  acre^ 
includinj?  Van  Rensselaer  and  other  islands  in  the 
Hudson,  west  of  the  mi  l  ili  of  the  stream.  It  is 
bounded,  north  by  Alh  un,  i  .ist  by  Hudson  Ri%'er, 
south  by  Coeymans,  west  by  New  Scotland. 

Its  surface  consists  Lhietiy  of  rollin?  upland,  with 
high  bluffs  rising  above  the  fertile  alluvial  flats  on 
tibe  Hudaoik  There  are  ridges  of  sand  and  rock 
near  the  center.  The  soil,  umlcr  good  tillage,  pro- 
duces a  great  variety  of  fruits,  vegetables  and  other 
fiurn  and  garden  products  (or  the  near  Albany 

market. 

.\  few  small  caves  and  sulphur  springs  are  found. 

The  e.xact  date  when  the  early  Dutch  fanners 
bqan  to  occupy  the  river  lands  of  this  town  camiot 
now  be  known;  probably  between  1630 and  1640. 
Albert  Andrieasen  findt,  de  Noiman,  came  over  in 
1630^  and  had  a  ferm  and  mills  on  Norman's  Kill, 
which  was  named  for  him.  .\  lri<  n  Van  der  Donk, 
Martin  Getritaen,  and  Comclis  Sogers,  early  occu- 
pied Casde  Halnnd.  Rjtikert  Rutgcrsen  and  Jan 
Ryenen  were  settlers  about  1650.  The  territory 
flow,  or  until  rerenil),  railed  Bethlchen>,  has  Liecn 
occupied  by  many  distinguished  persons.  Philip 
S.  Van  Renssdaer,  for  more  dian  twenty  years 

subsequent  to  the  Mayor  of  Albanv,  had  his 

seat  at  Cheny  HiU.  He  was  succeeded  by  his  son, 
Gen.  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  and  by  his  8CHi-in> 
luA,  Dr.  Peter  E.  Elmendorf.  Here  was  bom 
Mis.  Catharine  V.  R.  Bonney,  author  of  "  H  istorical 
Gleanings."  Here  lived  John  Whipple,  a  worthy 
citizen,  who  was  shot  by  Stnuig  in  1837.  Near 
Mount  Hope,  which  now  is  the  Academy  of  the 
Sacred  Heart,  lived  Jared  L.  Rathbone,  Mayor, 
1838-4 1,  who  purchased  "  Renssdaer's  MDIs,"  and 
named  the  hamlet  Kenwood,  afler  a  beautiful  spot 
in  Scotland  which  he  had  visited.  Ezra  P.  Prentice 
for  many  years  made  Mount  Hope  a  magnificent 
residence.  The  "Whitehall  House,"  built  in  part 
by  Cen.  Bradstreet,  which  is  said  to  have  been  a 

i secret  resort  for  Tories  during  the  Revolution,  was 
snbsequendy  die  home  of  Judge  Leomnd  Ganse- 
v<  lorf .    The  mansion  of  the  vemmble  Col.  Franci.s 
i  Nichols  was  situated  on  Belldehcin  tlats,  which  has 
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long  been  considered  as  furnishing  some  ufUicducst 
sites  in  the  vicinity  uf  AIl>any  for  iK  mifs  and  tuUi- 
vatioiL  I'be  greenhouses  ot  Krastus  Corning,  just 
below  Kenwood,  are  very  rich  in  rare  exotics,  and 
his  large  fami  in  choice  horses  sti>tk.  Tliis 
bstsx  of  560  acres,  and  the  residences  of  Hon. 
WortfaJagton  Frolhingham,  Erartat  D.  ndmer,  the 
sculptor,  and  Judge  Eliaha  P.  Horltniti  lynig  near 
the  river,  are  worthy  of  special  mention.  Many  of 
the  busy  men  of  Albany  are  making  tlieir  homes  in 
this  tovB.  Among  tbem  are  the  artist,  Asa  W. 
Twitchell;  the  book  seller,  .^tejihen  R.  Gray;  .\ttor- 
ney  Nathan  F.  Uinman,  SheriU  Wm.  H.  Keeler, 
Surveyor  Wm.  H.  Slingotlaiid,  and  odienL 

It  is  claimed  that  an  Indian  castle  and  burial 
place  occupied  a  spot  near  the  moulli  of  the  Ta- 
wasentha,  a  long  time  ago.  Hen  Longfellow,  in  his 
Hiawatha,  ha.s  the  home  of  his  Indian  "Singer 
Nawinlalia, "  who  "sati;,'  tlie  sfmi,'  -if  Hiawatha.  ' 
On  a  hill  near  by  this  stream,  as  iradiuou  has  it, 
was  held  the  fint  coandl  of  alliance  and  aid  bo> 
twecn  the  Indians  and  the  Dutcil,  about  tWO  and 
three-quarter  centimes  ago. 

In  ihp  v.ilc  of  T.iwaM-nlhj, 
l:i  thr  fiTci'n  and  liil.  nt  valley. 
Ily  the  plc-a%aDI  w.it*rr-tour»fa,  ' 
Duvelt  the  Smgcr  Nawiidaha: 
Round  nVjut  iho  Indian  vilUgi;, 
Spread  the  mcaitowg  and  the  cunifitl^ 
And  beyond  ihcm  Ktood  the  fore*t, 
Stood  tlie  .;rovc-(  of  liRging  pioe  tred^ 
Ciccn  in  «i miner,  white  in  « Inter, 
BtMT  sighing.  «ver  singing. 

And  the  picuant  water-courses  :— 
Yon  could  trace  ihem  ihrougb  IIm  VlHtf 
B)r  the  rashing  ia  the  Kpring-timCf 
By  the  alden  in  the  summer. 
By  the  white  (og  in  the  uitumn. 
By  the  biack  Un*  ta  the  winter; 
And  boidc  them  dwelt  the  singer, 
to  Iba       of  Tawaaestha. 
b  AseiMn  aiid  sOaat  nUcy. 

Tbaraha  aaag  of  HiBwadM, 

Sug  iKe  tone  of  HIawatlM.'* 

The  first  church  in  town  was  formed  in  early 
ooloniat  times  bj  the  Refiwmed  Dutdi.  The 
"Piirsonage  fimn,''atiact  of  ico  acres,  was  given 
to  the  society  in  1794  by  Gen.  Stephen  Van  Rens- 
selaer. 

Hon.  Benjamin  N"U  r.  sided  here  ;  and  his  son, 
Hon.  JohnC.  Noti  Hmu.  joim  M.  Bailey,  Rev. 
William  fiailey,  Hon.  Jurian  Winnc,  were  bom  in 

ditsiown. 

ComVANS  was  named  from  BarciU  Fietcrse  Cocy- 
maa%  an  emigrant  from  Uuecht,  in  1636,  who, 
bavingr  previously  been  a  miller  on  Ffttroon's  Credc 

and  Normanskill,  under  lease  from  the  Fttroon, 

purchased  land  from  the  Katskill  Indians,  cover- 
ing this  territory,  iu  1673,  and  secured  a  patent 


from  Gov.  Lovelace  on  the  71I1  April  in  tliat  year. 
.\  conflitt  of  title  with  Van  Rensselaer  resulted 
iu  llie  purchase  of  the  Patr<x»ua  claims,  pay- 
\o%  a  quit-rent  of  nine  shillings  annually,  under 
date  of  October  22,  1706.  .\ui,'ust  6,  1714,  he 
finally  sctun-d  letters-patent  Irom  Queen  Anne, 
confirming  a  ]>erpetnat  Ale  to  him  and  bis  heirs. 
The  patentee  built  the  fint  mills  at  Coeyman's 
Falls,  and  settlements  were  made  by  the  Dutch 
within  the  first  }ears  of  tlie  eighteenth  century. 
.\mong  tlie  early  settlers  we  find  tlw  names  of 
Witbeck,  Keefer,  Travcr,  \'criilank,  Vanderveer,  > 
Ten  £yck,  McCarley,  Colvin  and  Shear. 

The  township  was  formed  from  Wateivliet,  March 
18,  1 79 1,  including  the  eastern  part  of  Westcrlo, 
which  was  set  off  on  the  formatioD  of  that  tow  n, 
Maidi  16,  181 5.  It  has  an  area  ol  30,408  acres, 
including  Ikeren  and  other  islands  in  the  Hudson. 
It  is  the  .southeast  town  of  the  county,  and  is 
bounded,  north  by  iiethiehem,  west  by  Westerlo, 
south  Yff  Greene  Coun^,  and  cast  by  the  Hudson. 

The  surface  rises  from  the  river,  with  a  bluff  of  from 
300  to  400  feet,  continuing,  with  broken  ridges  and 
hins,  some  100  to  soo  feet  higher,  to  the  Helder- 
bergs.  The  soil  is  sandy  in  the  eastern  part,  and 
gravelly  in  the  western.  Limestone  and  marl  are 
abundant  Blue  flagging  stone  has  been  quarried 
at  Mos^  Hill,  and  shipped  since  1828.  Magne- 
sian  sjirings  and  limestone  caverns  arc  found.  Tin; 
fossil  remains  of  an  animal  like  the  elephant  were 
found  on  (he  fium  of  Mr.  Shear  a  few  yean  shio& 

Hay  is  the  leading  farm  prtidiict.  17iere  Hre 
many  excellent  iiuins  in  this  town,  especially  upon 
die  Huuukfois  Credc,  wbidi  have  long  been 
owned  and  cultivated  by  an  industriottS,  fingal 
and  intelligent  class  of  citizens. 

1  here  has  long  been  a  landing  at  tlie  mouth  of 
Coeymans  Creek,  at  the  wharves  of  which  ia  000- 
siderable  trade  carried  <in  by  the  near  farmers, 
manufacturers  and  mcrcliauts.  John  J.  Colvin 
was  for  many  yean  a  succearfil  shipper,  now  re- 
tired, and  succeeded  by  Henry  Slingcfland.  Ic«> 
cutting  is  an  important  industry. 

Rev.  John  Crawford,  about  1789,  organized  the 
first  Methodist  dass  here,  and  a  stone  edifice  for 
their  worship  was  erected  in  1793,  said  to  have 
been  the  first  Methodist  church  west  of  the  Hud- 
son. The  cddmtted  Freeborn  Garrelson  was  pre- 
siding elder  of  an  extensive  district  up  and  tlown 
the  river.  March  5,  1793,  the  Reformed  Churcli, 
Rev.  Jacob  Sickles,  pastor,  was  organised ;  in  1 797 
it  built  a  large  brick  church. 

The  CorMnans  .\<  ademv  was  established  by 
I  Fletcher  iilaisdcil,  Iheophilus  Civill  and  Peter 
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SeabrMge,  in  1858.   The  fine  buildingB  for  a  new 

litcniry  institution,  recently  erected  by  Anton  Civil, 
of  this  town,  ate  not  ^  opened.  Sftwmills  were 
erected  on  die  credc  jmt  nofdi  of  Beeren  bbtnd  ai 
early  as  1651. 

The  Critynians  Giise//e  wis  started  iti  i^f>^.  cilitfd 
by  Pfof.  I  homas  McKee,  who  aiierwaril  took  it 
to  Gteenboab  and  pablished  it  until  his  death  as 

the  J?rrtt;s:r/i7rr  Counh'  G<i:ii/i\  '!"hc  Coe\fnms 
Heraid  is  published  weekly  by  S.  U.  and  £.  J. 
Sherman. 

For  several  years  after  the  Revolution  a  few 
Oneida  Indians  called  the  Aqaetacks  resided  in 
this  town. 

Among  the  proninent  dtisens  of  this  town 
during  the  past  centur)-  may  be  nameti  John  and 
James  CoUin,  John  and  David  McCarty,  Hugh 
Jolly,  Archibald  Stephens,  Andrev  and  Andiooy 
Ten  Eyck,  Abraham  and  Isaac  Verplanck,  Moses 
Stanton,  Dr.  Jesse  Smith,  Nathaniel  Niles,  John 
P.  Beeckman,  and  many  othen.  Hon.  Andrew  J. 
Colvin  was  bom  in  C  ii^^ymans,  April  30,  1808 ;  was 
educated  at  Albany  Academy  under  Dr.  Beck; 
read  law  wiUi  Van  Burcn  &  Buder ;  b^n  practice 
in  Albany  fat  1830;  has  been  Coipontian  Counad, 
District  Attomn-  ;niil  State  Senator.  Ho  was  in 
the  Senate  in  1861  when  the  Rebellion  broke  out, 
and  has  been  spoken  of  as  "the  very  fint  Demo- 
cratic official  who  threw  up  a  rocket  in  favor  of 
equal  constitutional  freedom  for  alL"  He  is  now, 
at  die  age  of  seventy-aeven,  actively  engaged  in 
professional  practice. 

CoHfiKs  was  formed  from  Water^tiet  and  incor- 
porated as  a  city.  May  9,  1869.  It  previously, 
ftorn  April  IS,  1855,  had  been  an  hicoiparated 
village  of  Wateivliet  It  has  an  ana  of  1,575 
acres. 

The  history  of  this  city  is  recent,  and  is,  chiefly, 
a  history  of  its  manuf.n  ^  Tht-x;  arc  well 
written  up  by  Rev.  \Vm.  H.  Johnson,  and  will 
appear  in  this  work.  The  antiquities  of  this  local- 
ity and  its  natural  tranders  are  presented  in  an  ez- 
ccllcnt  manner,  in  connection  with  other  pi>ints  of 
interest  relating  to  its  gruwtli  and  present  condition, 
in  "Masten's  HistMyof  Cohoesi"  a  volume  reflect- 
ing great  credit  upon  its  painstaking  author. 

CoLONix,  once  an  incorporated  town  and  village, 
is  entided  to  a  place  in  our  history,  although  its 
esislence  a$  such  was  brief,  and  18  now  obsolete. 
Its  name  is  still  preserved  in  one  of  the  streets  of 
Albany. 

The  term  "the  Cokaale"  was  undoubtedly  ap- 

jilii.'d  originally  to  all  the  colonized  territorj'  of 
Kensselaerwyck.    But  it  came  to  be  limited,  it 


appears,  to  diat  pordon  lyinj;  outside  of  die  Qty 

of  .\lbany,  especially  north  of  it,  in  which  mn 
situated  the  mansion  of  the  Patroon,  with  Us  mills 
and  offices,  die  nddences  of  lus  officers,  and  dm 

homes  of  his  immediate  farmers,  gardeners  and 
other  dependents.  We  find  it  frfqueiuly  used  in  the 
time  of  Stuyvesant  and  oilier  Dutch  governors. 
"The  Bmits  of  A»  Cokmk  were  fixed  above 
and  below  the  fort."  say  the  Directors  of  the 
West  India  Company  in  1652.  "  I  he  limits  be- 
tween Fort  Orange  and  the  Colonie  were,  in 
1654,  still  undetermined."  Some  confii.-iion  as 
to  jurisdiction  between  Gov.  Stuyvesant  and  the 
Patroon's  agents  necessarily  followed.  The  Gov- 
ernor was  willing  to  allow  the  Colonie  four  miles 
on  one  side  or  two  on  each  bank  of  the  river,  with- 
out the  limits  of  Fort  Orange.  The  question  as  to 
jurisdicdon  remained  nnaetded  until  1664,  wlien 
England  as<uinril  ]iiri-ilic  ti'in  over  the  whole  Prov- 
ince of  New  York,  no  longer  New  Netherlands. 

During  the  yean  that  followed  tlie  Enj^b  con- 
quest, "the  Colonie"  continued  as  a  local  designa- 
tion of  the  district  lying  without  the  city,  and  north 
of  it  Its  southern  limits  were  defined  by  Quacken- 
bush  street,  and  Flatroon  street,  now  called  Clinton 
avenue.  It  was  OUtnde  the  -itockadc,  which  lat- 
terly had  its  palisades  a  little  north  of  Orange  and 
Van  Tromp  streeia  When  Watervliet  was  formed, 
in  1788,  coextensive  with  the  western  district  of 
Rensaelaerwyck,  "the  Colonie"  was,  of  ooune^ 
a  part  of  its  territory.  The  Hudson  marked  its 
eastern  limiL-;;  but  its  wcslcrn  and  northern  were 
not  defined.  It  w;is  understood  to  incliule  the 
"  Upper  Hollow  "  and  the  settlements  and  business 
pbces  therem,  the  Mansion  House  and  its  office 
and  the  lands  near  them.  Kenwood  was  the 
"Lower  Hollow." 

It  was  set  apart  as  a  district,  March  31,  1791, 
and  again,  by  an  additional  act,  March  30,  1801. 
.•\pril  9,  1804,  it  was  incor]>oratfd  as  a  village  in 
the  town  of  Watervliet,  and  organized  as  a  separate 
town,  April  II,  1808,  as  described  by  the  Legida- 

tive  act  fnllowing  : 

"  Jie  U  enacted,  6fc.,  That  from  and  alter  the  first 
day  of  April  nest  all  that  part  of  the  town  of 
Watervliet.  bcginninij  ;it  tlic  wi.'st  bank  of  Hud.son's 
River  and  in  the  northeast  corner  of  the  bounds  of 
the  City  of  Albany,  and  extending  northerly  alouf 
the  s;»id  river,  about  three-<)uarters  of  a  mile^  tO 
what  is  callc<l  the  .Mill-creek  :  thence  running 
westeriy,  one  mile,  up  along  the  said  creek  :  thence 
soadieriywidi  a  line  parallel  to  the  said  river,  dilit 
intersects  the  north  bounds  of  the  said  city  :  thence 
easterly,  along  the  said  north  bounds  to  the  place 
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of  bqpnniiig,  shall  be  and  is  hereby  erected  into  a 

Scpamte  town,  by  the  name  of  the  Colonie." 

It  was  divided,  February  25,  1815,  and  ils  legal 
esistenoe  as  a  town  terminated  by  living  ka  teni- 
tor}'  to  Albany  and  Watervlict.  Tlie  Albany  ]"  ir- 
tion  was  made  the  "Fifth  Ward "  for  many  years. 

It  was  a  small  town,  less  in  area  than  maj  other 
town  in  the  Slate.  lis  population  in  1810  was 
only  i»4o6,  and  in  181 5,  1,657,  having  24s 
honaes  and  storas,  and  thirty  slaves.  The  houses 
and  stOKS  were  prindpally  on  one  street,  escept 
near  .\lbany. 

In  1818  an  effort  was  maile  to  restore  it  to  town 
privileges,  bat  did  not  sncceed. 

In  Colonic,  in  1813,  were  "the  Public  Garden 
of  Mr.  Buckinasler,"  two  breweries,  a  distillery, 
two  laige  tanneries,  a  tallow  chandloy,  rope  walks, 
a  grain  mill  and  several  other  manufactories,  in- 
cluding a  part  of  the  "tobacco  works"  of  Mr. 
James  Caldwell,  which  were  on  Mill  Creek,  mostly 
00  the  north  or  Watervllet  side.  There  was  also 
"a  Seceders'  Church,"  whatever  that  might  be, 
and  "  a  large  brick  edifice  filled  with  military  stores 
beloi^ng  to  the  State  ofNew  Yoric  and  the  United 
States,"  called  "The  Arsenal,"  standing  "on  the 
east  side  of  the  principal  street,"  "connected  with 
whidi  is  a  large  yard." 

Savs  Spafford  in  1813,  in  his  "  Garelteer  of  New 
York:"  "  The  cominicl  village  of  Colonic  is  on- 
tinuous  with  Albany,  of  which  it  forms  a  large  and 
populous  suburb,  though  legally  oiganized  under 
a  separate  municipality. "  "That  part  neoeaiarily 
belongs  to  Albany  in  a  general  view  of  its  popula- 
tion, resonrces,  wealth,  trade  and  general  diar- 
acter." 

In  Fry's  Albany  Directory  for  18 13,  the  first 
published  in  the  city,  we  find  no  name  of  a  citizen 
of  Colonie  except  "Spafford,  Horatio  G.,  author 
of  Geography  and  Gazetteer,  Colonie.  two  doors 
south  of  ArsenaL "  Mr.  Fry  makes  tliis  explana- 
tion in  his  piefiitoiy  "  Notice "Should  this  pub- 
licatioil  meet  its  hoped-for  encouragement,  in  the 
sale  of  the  books,  the  next  may  be  accompanied 
witfi  a  list  of  inhabitants  in  tfie  Colonic  and  a  map 
of  the  dQr." 

Gt'lLDERLAXD  was  named  from  GuiKit  rlandt  in 
the  Netherlands,  it  was  formed  from  \\  atervliet, 
February  s6,  1803.  The  northwest  portion  of  the 
dty  of  Alb.any  was  snnezed  to  this  town,  February 
26,  1 87 1.  It  is  bounded,  north  by  Schcnccudy 
Couatf,  east  hf  WatervUet  and  Albany,  south  by 
Bethlehem  and  New  Scotland,  west  by  Knox,  and 
has  an  area  of  38,784  acres,  the  largest  number  of 
any  town  in  the  county.    Its  outhne  is  very  singu- 


lar, suggestion  ft  rhombus  in  general  form,  the 
ajiexes  of  the  two  acute  angles  of  which  are  fifteen 
miles  apart  nortliwcsl  and  southeast. 
Tlie  suiftoe  is  quite  varied,  fttm  the  sandy  ridges 

and  the  marshes  of  the  ea'^tern  part  of  the  town 
to  tlie  higher  hills  of  the  Helderbcrgs  on  the  west 
The  soil  is  a  banen  sand  in  the  nortfieast;  but 
there  are  many  fertile  fitrms  of  sandy  loam  well 
improved  by  cultivation  in  other  parts  of  the  town, 
producing  excellent  gra.s.s,  grain  and  firnits,  which 
find  a  ready  market  in  .Albany. 

The  Indian  I.adder  Gap,  supiH>sed  to  mark  an 
ancient  Indian  trail,  is  in  tliis  town,  and  remark- 
able for  ptctotesQue  scenery. 

Formerly  the  town  was  distinguislu  *!  ir  o  ttain 
manufactures.  In  1792  glass  work^  were  com- 
menced in  tUs  town,  eight  miles  from  Albany. 
Among  the  proprietors  were  Jeremiah  Van  Rens- 
selaer, John  Samlers,  Abndiam  Ten  Eyck,  Elkanah 
Watson,  Frederick  .\.  De  Zeiig,  K.  K.  Van  Remi- 
sdser,  Douw  Fonda,  Walter  Cochran,  Thomas 
Mather  and  Samuel  Mather. 

In  1796  the  ground  was  laid  out  in  streets  and 
house  lots,  and  plans  for  a  church  and  scho<d 
house  were  made.  The  project  of  a  manufactur- 
ing town,  to  be  called  Hamilton,  in  honor  of 
Alexander  Hamilton,  was  considered.  The  Legis- 
btnre,  as  an  encouragement,  exempted  the  com- 
pany and  the  workm<;n  from  taxatit>n  for  five  years, 
i'he  corporation  was  called  the  Albany  Glass  Com- 
pany. At  the  first,  it  was  owned  1^  McGallen, 
McGregor  &  Co.,  tiic  (1  being  James  Caldwell 
and  Christopher  liatternian;  and  a  loon  was 
granted  to  the  proprietors  by  the  State  to  the 
amount  of  £i,ooo  for  eight  yean— diree  years 
without  interest  and  five  years  at  five  per  cent  In 
1795  Robert  McGregor  left  die  firm,  and  a  new 
company,  under  the  name  of  Thomas  Madier  k 

■  ('r>. ,  was  formed.  At  one  period  500,000  feet  of 
window  glass  was  manutactured  annually.  Ihe 
works  were  discontinued  in  1815,  as  it  is  said,  for 
w  ant  of  a  suitable  supply  of  s;»nd  and  fuel. 

Abel  F'rench,  of  Albany,  established  a  factofy 
near  die  center  of  the  town  in  1800,  and  die  place 
was  named  Fremh's  Milk    In  17^5  clothing  mills 
1  were  erected  here  h\  IVter  K.  Hrncck.      In  1800 
I  Knower.sville  had  a  cotton  tacloiy,  and  later  a  hat 
lactoiy.   The  Ibat  tavern  hi  town  was  kept  here  by 

jac  ib  Acker  tluring  the  Kcvolution. 

Whigs  and  Tories  dwelt  here  in  constant  feud 
during  the  trying  da>-s  of  1775-83.  The  fedhigs 
then  engendered  between  discordant  fliinilies  long 
remained.  The  exultant  Whigs,  on  getung  news 
of  the  surrender  of  Buxgoyne,  it  is  said,  illuminated 
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Ae  nuiouiiding  coonuy  by  bumiiiK  a  hoUow 
clxNtiiut  tree  filled  wifh  tar,  standuiK  upon  a  Ingh 

bill. 

St  Jobn's  Evangelical  Lutheran  Chnidi  wm 
ofganued  October  13,  1787,  Heinrich  Modler. 
firrt  pastor. 

Among  the  natives  of  tliis  tuwn  are  Judges  James 
A.   MdCown  and  Jacob  H.  Qnte,  Edward 

Robinson,  Wrn  ^\:y  Frinanil.  jf)hn  M.  Batterman, 
Stephen  R.  Gray,  Tetcr  Walker,  Hiram  Griggs, 
Wm.  D.  Strevell,  Dr.  Thomia  Hdm,  and  many 
others  well  known  in  tbe  coonQr. 

Kxn\-  was  named  from  John  Knox,  tlie  emi- 
nent divine  and  bold  reformer  of  Scotland.  It  was 
formed  from  Beme^  Febntaiy  s8,  i8ss.  It  has  tbe 
smallest  area  of  any  t'  ''A  n  in  tliL-  ci  nmty,  containing 
a6,402  acres.  It  is  situated  in  the  northwest  corner 
of  the  coonty,  and  is  boonded,  noiih  by  Sdiflnec* 
lady  County,  east  by  Guilderlaod;  aotith  by  Benm, 
and  west  by  Schoharie  ('ounty. 

Its  surHice  is  an  elevated  pbteau»  indlning 
•lightly  toward  the  northweal  from  the  Helderbergs, 
which  lie  on  it?!  eastern  border.  Small  hills  diversify 
the  lor&ce.  The  soil  13  generally  of  good  quality, 
and  arable,  'composed  of  a  gravelly,  calcareous 
loam  mixed  with  clay,  overtopping  hardpan. 
Several  small  caves  arc  lound  in  this  town. 

It  is  a  firming  town,  with  a  few  grist,  saw  and 
woolen  mills  for  local  mano&ctnre. 

The  first  settlers  were  Dotch,  who  took  leases 

from  Van  Rensselaer  before  the  Revolution.  .After 
this  war,  from  1788  to  1790,  several  &milte8  from 
Connecticat  came  to  settle  Among  them  were 
Samuel  Abbott  and  Andruw  Brown.  Tories  were 
there  during  tbe  Revolution  until  the  surrender  of 
Buigoyne,  when  toKf  went  to  a  more  congenial 
home  in  theCanadas.  Capt.  Jacob  Van  Aerden  wa.s 
the  lca>ling  man  among  the  Whigs  of  that  day. 

The  hrst  church  is  said  to  have  been  the  Dutch 
Reformed. 

There  long  existed  a  public  library  in  this  town. 
In  i8a4  it  numbered  about  400  volumes.  It  was 
modeled  after  the  New  England  town  libraries, 
and  was  hdpftd  in  foiming  the  chanctar  of  ^ 
])eople  to  habits  of  intellectual  culture  and  good 
morals. 

The  anti-rent  feeling  m  this  town  wss  general 

and  intense.  Most  of  the  farmers  held  manorial 
leases,  and  resisted  the  collection  of  rents  with  in- 
flexible determination.  Collectors,  sheritl's,  and 
the  Ai^crowiiizAtf  were  often  uuncosssfiiL  Resort 
was  had  m<  irc  than  once  to  the  military,  who,  with- 
out bloodshed,  caused  arrests  and  trials  in  courts. 


,  Strifes  of  dtis  sort  began  soon  alter  the  death  ot 

"the  old  Patro  in."  in  1839,  who  had  been  very 
indulgent  to  his  tenants.  It  pervaded  all  the  towns 
of  Ae  county,  and  all  tbe  people  who  occupied 
lessed  lands.  It  entered  into  local  and  State  poli- 
tics. No  towns,  perhaps,  showed  more  active  re- 
sistance than  Berne  and  Knox.  It  la.stcd  severd 
yean^  and  was  terminated  only  by  the  decisions  of 
the  court.s  and  the  enforcement  of  law.  Kven  as 
late  as  July,  1866,  a  detachment  of  100  men  under 
Capt  James  MdParland,  of  the  toth  regimen^ 
i  went  from  Albany  to  Knox  and  secured  the  arrest 
of  nine  respectable  dtixem^  who,  no  doubt,  hon- 
esdy  felt  that  diey  were  resisting  unjust  claima 

New  Scotland. — Among  its  early  settlers  are  to 
be  f  tim.i  iliesc  Scotch  names:  Reid,  Wands,  Watt, 
Swan,  Kirkland,  Patterson,  Ramsay,  McMuUin, 
McCulloch,  and  othen.  Through  the  influence  of 
these  natives  of  Scotland,  no  doubt,  came  tlie  name 
of  the  town.  About  1 758,  Teunis  Shngerland,  a 
Hollander,  pordttsed  9,874  acres  of  this  temtory 
from  the  Indians,  located  on  the  Oneskethau  Flats, 
and  erected  the  first  mills.  He  is  considered  the 
first  settler.  The  town  was  erected  from  Bethlehem, 
April  25,  183s ;  has  as  area  of  34,3S4  acres,  and 
is  the  central  town  of  the  county,  and  the  younp^- 
est,  if  we  do  not  reckon  the  city  of  Cohoes  as  a 
town.  It  is  indosed  by  other  towmg  as  follows : 
Guildcrland,  north ;  Bethlehem,  SBSt;  Cocymans 
and  Westcrlo,  south ;  Westerlo,  Beme,  and  Knox, 
west  Renssdserville  and  Watervfiet  and  the 
cities  of  Albany  and  Cohoes  alone  do  not  touch  it 

The  surfocc  is  elevated,  consisting,  in  the  eastern 
and  central  portion,  of  roiling  lands  varied  by  hills 
of  moderate  height   The  HeldobeigB  border  the 

western  limits,  their  hii^hest  pe.ik  beinjf  situated  at 
the  Uelderberg  Sution  oi  the  Coast  Surrey,  1,833 
feet  above  die  sea,  end  near  the  southwest 
comer  of  tlie  town.  Gravelly  loam  with  clay  inter- 
mixed makes  a  productive  soil  under  proper  cul- 
ture 

Tbe  town  has  striking  geological  features  which 

have  attracted  the  interest  of  many  jreolopsts  in 
the  Suie ;  limestone  caves,  sink  hills  and  subter- 
rsnean  streams,  are  among  die  natural  curiosities. 
Suliiluir  springs  are  found,  stones  f()r  flagging,'  and 
building  are  quarried,  and  plaster  is  ground  in  this 
town.  Mr.  James  Hendrick  has  a  Sum  of  165 
acres  under  the  highest  culture,  on  which  are  tbe 
"Font  Grove  Nurseries, "  and  where  are  carefully 
cultivated  outdoor  and  greenhouse  plants;  also 
flowen  and  fruits  in  the  greatest  variety.  He  has 
twelve  lars^c  greenhouses.  The  farm  and  green- 
houses will  repay  a  speciad  visit 
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ThA  inhabitanis  are  chiefly  deacendaats  of  tiw 

Da((^.  ilie  Wnllr.<<ns  and  the  Scotch.   Ufaay  are 
fiooi  New  England. 
IsBnc  Perrf,  an  emigrant  from  Prance,  was  one 

of  the  earliest  settlers.  The  hewn  .stone  house, 
built  by  his  son  Nicholas  before  the  Revolution,  is 
still  sunding  near  Wolf  Hill  on  the  Helderbergs. 
George  Reid  and  other  Scotch  imraignnta  came  at 

an  early  day. 

A  Dutch  Kcfurmed  Church  was  organized  at 
Jeroaalem  about  178a  The  house  of  wonhip  was 
ended  in  I  -I/O.  H.\rm,iims  Van  Huyscn  was  tlic 
fint  pastor,  who  subsequently  oi:ganized  the  church 
at  New  Salem  and  became  Ha  pastor.  The  New 
Scotland  Presbyterian  Church  was  organized  alK>ut 
1787,  and  had,  as  its  first  pastor,  Kev.  Benjamin 
Judd. 

RxNssiLABKTtLLB  wos  named  in  honor  of  Gen. 

Stephen  Van  Ren^sol.uT,  the  "Old  Patroi-tn."  and 
18  the  finjt  town  formed  from  old  Walcr>'lieL  It 
was  erected,  March  8,  1790^  and  inclnded  Bero^ 
taken  off,  Marcl  1:1  79$,  and  the  westerly  part  of 
Westcrlo,  taken  otl  Maidi  t6,  1815.  It  contains 
37. 354  ;  is  in  the  southwesterly  comer  of  the 
country,  and  is  bounded,  north  by  Berne,  east  by 
Westcrlo,  south  l>v  Oreen  Countv  ;uid  west  by 
Schoharie  County.  The  terminal  vUle  is  appro- 
priate ID  the  vilbige^  but  inappropiiale  as  a  part  of 
the  name  of  the  town. 

The  suriiiice  is  mo&tly  upland  broken  by  spurs  or 
ridges  from  die  CaiskiU  Moantidns,  with  deep  and 
narrow  fertile  valleys  that  are  watered  h\  the  rapid 
streams  that  run  on  their  way  to  the  Hudson  by 
way  of  Catskill  Creek.  The  upbind  soil  is  a  gravel 
loam  lying  upon  hardpan.  It  is  prodacdve  of  ex- 
cellent irrass  r.  ir  dairy  products^  and  of  oatS,  buck- 
wheat, rye  and  potatoes. 

There  is  a  fall  of  100  feet  on  the  Ten  Mile  CKdc, 
and  of  40  feet  on  Willow  Brook. 

The  town  once  abounded  in  varied  useful 
industries.  Its  runl  villages  were  fonncrly  well 
filled  with  dJDed  aitisana^  aiul  it.s  creeks  supplied 

water  power  to  numerous  mills.  It  was  a  model 
of  an  intelligent  and  orderly  town,  25  miles  from 
the  city.   Its  eariy  settlers  came  mostly  from  New 

Knglaiid  soon  after  tlie  Rcvulution.  Anionij  them 
were  Apollos  Moore,  asoldier  of  the  Revolution,  and 
first  Judge  of  the  County;  Major  John  Edward,  a 
revolutionary'  officer;  Samuel  Jenkins,  who  built 
the  first  mill;  Silas  Sweet,  Joseph  Lincoln,  the 
Hatch  brothers,  and  Rev.  Somud  Fuller,  the  first 
minister     the  gospd,  a  graduate  of  Dartmouth, 

and  many  others,  some  of  whom  came  later  by 
way    of  Long  Island  and  Dutchess  and  Ulster 


Conndes,  They  were  mosdy  young  men  of  steady, 

industrious,  frttcr.)]  hal)its.  Its  timber  has  been 
used,  and  it  has  no  near  railroad. 

The  fint  dinrch  was  the  Presbyterian,  of  wfaidi 
Samuel  Fuller  was,  for  16  years,  the  first  pastor. 
It  was  organized  in  1792.  A  Baptist  Church  was 
formed  about  the  same  time,  with  Timothy  Green, 
pastor;  a  Friend's  meeting,  Reuben  Pftlmer, 
preacher,  was  organized  in  1795,  and  a  little  later, 
a  Methodist  Church.  Kev.  Samuel  Fuller  left 
the  Presbyterian  Chutch  in  1810^  and  ofganlied  an 
Episcopal  Church,  of  wUdi  he  was  for  31  yean 
rector. 

The  town  has  been  remarked  for  good  roads 

and  good  district  schools.  Select  schools  were 
sustained  when  ne«Mlcd.  In  the  Academy  at  Rens- 
sclaer>ille,  Judge  Bradley,  now  of  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  recetved  his  eariy  academic  edu* 
cation,  .\mong  natives  of  the  town  who  have 
atuined  to  public  distinction,  we  have  found  the 
names  of  the  late  Judges  Rnfiis  W.  Ftekham,  Sr., 
and  Malbone  Wab^m.  of  the  ."Supreme  Court  of 
this  State  ;  Judge  Addison  Niles,  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  California ;  and  Judge  Mortimer  M. 
Jackson,  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  Wisconrin. 
Moses  Patten,  bom  in  New  Hatnpsliirr,  was  an 
early  school  teacher,  and  aticrward  a  Surrogate  of 
the  Conn^  and  a  leading  dtizen.  Valentine 
Treadwell  was  some  years  an  Assemblji'man  and 
a  prominent  man.  John  Watson,  a  wealthy  manu- 
fitfturer  of  New  York  City,  was  bom  here,  and  so 
were  Robert  H.  Moore  and  Edward  P.  Durant,  of 
Albany.  The  town  used  to  have  much  of  the  New 
England  characteristics.  It  has  made  a  good 
record.  Among  its  sons  is  Charles  M.  Jenkins, 
son  of  Jonathan  Jenkins,  of  Connecticut  stock, 
who  graduated  at  Union  College,  under  Dr.  Nott, 
hi  1829,  and  at  the  old  Litcbfleld  Law  School, 
and  has  been  in  the  pnctioe  of  law  in  this  for 
50  years. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  Samnd  Boughton  had 

21  children  horn  to  him  in  this  town.  Daniel 
Shay,  of  the  "Shay  Rebellion"  notoriety,  resided 
here  a  few  years  about  1795  to  1800. 

Two  weekly  newspapen  have  been  pubHriied  in 
I  this  town,    each  having  a  brief  existence— die 
Rural  Folio  and  the  RenssdaervSle  Press. 

WATKKVutT,  signifying  tea/«r  Jhoi,  and  so  called, 
probably,  on  account  of  its  peninsular  situation, 
partially  surrounded  by  the  Hudson  and  the 
Mohawk,  was  the  first  incorporated  town  in  the 
county.  It  was  formed  March  7,  1 788,  and  then 
included  n!!  of  W  i-st  Ren^stlacrwyck,  and  all  of 
the  present  county,  except  the  City  of  Albany,  as 
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it  was  St  tbe  date  of  te  charter  in  1686.  After 
parting  vitli  its  territon'  to  ibrm  the  nine  other 
tovoa  of  the  county,  it  took  back  a  part  of  Colonie 
in  181 5,  and  give  up  the  same,  vidi  conaidefable 

more,  tu  llie  City  of  Albany  in  1870.  In  the  same 
jrear  Albany  odcretl  tu  give  Watenlict  its  sparsely 
settled  and  sterile  lands  in  die  nortliwest  part  oi 
llie  d^,  which,  tlw  town  having  dedined  to  receive 

the  gift,  wxs  the  next  year  transferred  tn  (luikier- 
land.  By  the  session  laws  of  1830  and  1633,  a 
portion  of  iia  landa  were  conditionally  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  "for  die  purpose  of  erecting 
and  maintaining  tliereon  arsenals.  magaxineSi 
dodcyards  and  other  necessary  buildings. "  Nlakap 
yuna,  in  Schenectady  County,  was  formed  in  1809, 
largely  from  Waiervliet  Cohoea  waa  incorporated 
as  a  cily  May  19,  1869. 

The  cenaiu  of  1875  givea  die  town  an  area  of 
30.697  acres.  Its  boundaries  are  :  north,  by 
Schenectady  County  and  Mohawk  River ;  east,  by 
Cohoea,  die  MohaiHi  and  the  Hndson  Rivers,  taiung 
in  the  i.slands  west  of  the  middle  of  said  rivers ; 
south,  by  Albany ;  and  west  by  AllMuiy  and  Guil- 
derland. 

The  aoifiice  of  the  town  is  considerably  varied. 
Aloti'.,'  ihf  Iluiisun  extend  wide  alluvial  lands, 
rising  above  which  are  moderate  hill  slopes,  fur- 
niahmg  fine  sabuiiMn  building  aitea,  and  a  soil 
well  adaptcil  for  gardcoa  and  small  farms.  Most 
of  the  surlace  is  an  nfrfand  of  light  sandy  loam, 
100  to  300  feet  higher  than  the  river,  intersected  by 
ravines  iimned  by  numerous  small  streams.  Wuli 
its  river  confines,  its  steam  and  horse  railroads,  and 
its  canals,  it  lias  rare  facilities  for  transportation  anti 
travd.  To  say  nothing  of  ilafiouriahingvilhiges  of 

Green  Island  and  West  Trny,  its  location  near 
Albany,  Troy,  Coboes  and  Schenectady  gives  ex- 
traordinary fi^dlitie8  ibr  naifcelbig  ita  prodnda  and 
for  trade.  Milk,  culinary  vegetaMes  and  fruit  find 
a  ready  market  near  home. 

Thftw  indnoemenis  have  led  to  the  settlement 
and  cultivation  of  a  territory,  moat  of  which  ia  not 
verj-  fertile  or  attractive  by  nature. 

The  tint  settlers  were,  undoubtedly,  Dutch 
fimncrs  holding  manorial  leases.   They  were  poor 

•nd  their  ]iri>gress  was  .slow. 

The  first  organized  Church  was  the  Dutch  Re- 
formed at  the  Boght,  a  bow  made  by  the  junction 
of  the  Hudson  and  Mohawk.  It  was  established 
by  Rev.  Eilardus  Westerio,  of  Albany,  April  17, 
1784. 

The  Shakers,  a  peculiar  religions  aect,  came  to 

Watcrvliet  and  established  a  community  in  1776. 
They  were  under  the  leadership  of  ' '  Mother  Ann 


Lee,*  their  ibunder,  a  native  of  Mandieflier, 

Kngland.  Here  she  died,  September  8,  1784,  at 
the  age  of  48  years,  aitd  here  was  buried.  They 
now  number  about  30a  They  occupy  3,500 
acres  of  well^nqiroved  land,  watered  by  four  ponds 
of  about  10  acres  each.  Their  dwellings  and  other 
buildings  are  neat  and  convenient ;  their  farms 
are  wdl  stocked.  As  a  people  Uiey  are  remarkable 
for  habits  of  industry,  frugality,  order,  neatness  and 
integrity  in  their  dealings.  They  eschew  war  and 
politics.  Of  course  they  are  proaperoua.  They 
have  their  religious  meeting  house  and  their 
schooU^  and  publish  The  Shaktr,  a  monthly  edited 
by  0.  A.  Lomaa. 

Besides  the  towns  I  cfon'  named,  out  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  Watcrvliet  have  been  formed  six  incor- 
porated villages  and  one  cily  since  litis  cvniury 
began,  via :  Watcrvliet,  Maidi  30,  1801,  changed 
to  Colonie,  Ajiril  9.  1804,  now  obsolete  and  an- 
ncxeil  to  the  City  of  Albany ;  Gibbonsville,  April 
23,  1.S23,  changed  to  West  Troy,  April  30,  1836; 
Cohoea,  April  la,  1855,  changed  to  City  of  Cohoes, 
May  19,  1869;  Green  Island,  October  14,  1855, 
and  May  12,  1869. 

LoudonviUei  on  the  old  Loudon  road,  three 
miles  from  Albany  ;  Newtonville,  named  for  J()hn 
M.  Newton,  four  miles  Iront  Albany ;  and 
Menands,  two  miles  from  Albany,  are  v«y  pleaamt 
hamlets  in  which  many  of  tbe  business  men  of 
Albany  reside. 

West  Albany  is  stluated  two  miles  nordiwestfrom 
the  city,  about  the  center  of  the  south  line  of 
Watervliet.  It  contains  the  extensive  re|>air  .shops 
of  tlie  New  York  Central  Railroad,  and  has,  for 
many  years,  been  widely  known  as  one  of  the 
largest  cattle  markets  in  the  I'^nited  States.  It  is 
connected  with  the  dty  by  slrcel  cars,  as  well  as  by 
the  Central  Railroad. 

The  United  States  Arsenal,  situated  on  105  acres, 
lying  on  the  Hudson,  near  West  Tioy  village,  be- 
longing to  the  United  States  Government,  was  lo- 
cated in  1 81 3.  The  building  was  commenced 
under  Col.  George  Burnfidd  in  1S14. 

The  Albany  Rural  Cemetery,  the  St.  Agnes 
Cemetery,  the  Anshe  Emeth,  lying  contiguous  to 
each  Mtlicr,  unsurp.xssed  in  this  country  f  >r  natural 
and  artistic  fitness  to  their  purpose,  are  situated  in 
Watcrvliet,  about  two  milea  north  fitno  Albany. 

The  vcr}'  conveniently  located  and  weIl-ap|>ointed 
County  .Agricultural  Fair  Grounds  are  nearly  two 
miles  north  of  Albany.  The  State  Fairs  have  been 
held  here. 

'ITic  New  York  Central  and  Rensselaer  and  Sara- 
toga Railways,  the  Erie  Canal,  the  Champlain 
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Cioal  and  the  Watmliet  Hone  Ratlinqr  all 

traverse  portions  <  >f  this  town.    Few  lowns  IWpass 
this  in  traveling  facilities. 
The  Schuyler  Residence,  at  "the  FlatB»"  just 

south  of  the  village  of  West  Troy,  near  the  banks 
of  the  river,  is  an  interestiiig  spot,  aaaodated  as  it 
is  with  the  interesting  scenes  in  dbe  life  of  "Aunt 
Schuyler,  '  Mrs.  Graiit's  "  American  I-aiiy."  Dr. 
JanH*s  Wade,  Dr.  K,  M.  Wade,  Kdward  Wade, 
Ksq.,  Gov.  Inland  Sanfurd,  J.  B.  Jennain,  Thomas 
HiUhouae,  Isaac  Lawaon,  Joseph  M.  Lawaon,  Gea 
L>  Stedman,  John  W.  McNamani,  Dr.  Michael  ' 
Freleigh,  Weare  C.  Little,  Charles  Van  Zaudt,  are 
among  the  well-known  natives  or  long^me  Te>i> 
dents  of  this,  our  oldest  town.  Hon.  Benj.  F. 
Wade  was  once  a  teacher  in  this  town,  and  Rev. 
William  Arthur,  fallicr  of  Chester  A.  Arthur,  taught 
a  boarding  school  in  one  of  its  \illages. 

Wf.stf.ri.0  was  named  in  honor  of  Rev.  lulardus 
Westerlo,  a  Dutch  clergyman,  who  waij  pastor  of 
the  First  Re^brmed  Giurch  in  Albany  fiom  1760  to 
t79a  It  was  formed  from  Cocymans  and  Rcns- 
sdaerville,  March  16,  1815  ;  has  an  area  of  35,976 
acres ;  and  is  bonnded,  noifh  by  Berne  and  New 
Scotland,  east  by  New  Scotland  and  Cocytnaiis, 
south  by  Greene  County,  and  west  by  Renaselaer- 
ville. 

Its  soifcce  is  broken  and  hilly,  inclining  soatherly 

for  the  most  part.  Its  valleys  arc  narrow  ravines; 
it:i  ridges  are  adapted  to  pasturage,     ijand  and 


giavd  mixed  with  muck  and  day,  lying  on  hard- 
pan,  form  the  arable  soil.  Stone  used  in  field 
walls  is  plenty,  and  flagging  stones  are  taken  from 
several  fine  qnanrie&  ThehigheatdcvatkmisaboBt 

800  feet  above  sea  level. 

The  leading  industry  is  agricultui^  hay  being 
the  principal  product  for  the  market 

The  manufaeture-s  are  chiefly  tliose  demanded  bjr 
a  rural  population.   There  is  a  cheese  lactory  near 

Chesterville. 

lite  settlement  of  the  town  began  before  the 

'  K<'\ii]iition.  Among  the  early  settlers  were  Nicholas 
StoUdard,  Rev.  Keuben  Stanton,  Josiah  Hinckley, 
Isaac  Winston,  Dr.  Jonathan  Froaser,  James  Arnold, 
William  Read,  Abram  Becker,  William  Haverland, 
Jacob  and  Lodowick  Ha>  nes.  Philip  Myers,  a  na- 
tive of  Germany,  came  in  1763.  Andrew  Hannay 
came  from  Scotland  later.  In  1777,^  iasfMred  by 
a  spirit  of  patriotism,  he  raised  a  company  of 
volunteers  and  came  as  far  as  Albany  with  them, 
to  join  Gen.  Gates  against  Bargoyne,  too  late  for 
service. 

Yankees  came  into  the  settlement  more  freely  aAer 
the  Revolntioa.  The  people,  a*  a  wb6l«i,  are  r»> 
maikaMe  for  good  haWls  nual  tasiei^  and  domestic 

virtues. 

About  1800  the  Baptist  Church,  at  Chestcrville, 
was  formed,  witfi  Roewell  Bedcwhh,  first  pastor. 

Ab<-)ut  the  same  time,  the  Dutch  Reformed  Chnrch 
at  Van  Leuven's  Corners  was  formed. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS 

OF  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


E^AKl.Y  UlSTORV. -  Ihc  ollice  ut  Super\isor  | 
_j  is  one  iif  the  must  ancient  ti)wn  anil  county 
offices  in  this  Slate.  It  was  cslaMished,  though 
with  ill-defined  powers,  nndcr  what  is  known  a£  the 
"  Duke's  laws,"  or  Laws  promulgated  soon  after 
the  Duke  of  York  acquired  die  title  to  the  territory 
embraced  in  tlie  province  of  New  Yurk  formerly 
New  Netherlands  through  the  Charier  of  his  royal 
brother,  Charles  11. 

Under  the  Duke's  laws  the  province  was  method- 
ically laid  oat  into  towns  and  counties,  and  pro- 
visions were  made  for  a  SuiK-rvisor  in  each  town, 
whose  dutv  it  was  to  oversee  llic  rmancial  affairs  of 
the  towns  and  tiniiuies.  I'riivisions  \\ere  also 
made  for  an  annual  meeting  <  'fall  the  ."Supervisors  in 
tbeconn^,  conBtitatiqgaB<.>.ird  ol  Supervisors,  with 
powers  to  audit  the  accounts  of  Uie  County  Officers, 
etc. 


[  At  first,  as  we  have  seen,  the  ollice  in  this  .Siate 
was  ci infilled  tu  the  supervisiidi  of  llie  finances  of 
the  town  and  county ;  but,  as  lime  went  on,  its 
powers  and  jurisdiction  were  enlarged,  until  it  be- 
came essentially  a  legislative  body — in  a  word,  the 
legislature  of  the  county,  having  the  same  relation 
to  the  coun^  that  the  legislature  has  t<  >  the  State, 
each  town  in  the  county  occupying  the  pmsilion  in 
regard  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors  that  the  counties 
do  to  the  State  Legislature.  * 


•Ij'rtilcr  ihe  S<atc  Ljiwv,  11  Sup'  rvitj^r  It  a  public  oflic^r,  char^etJ  with 
crrtftin  duties  to  hi»  town,  h»  c  n  1-1:  ■.  .ir  i  to  the  public  at  large.  He  is 
a  creatufe  of  iHe  Statute  1-Jiw,  ar  .l  n.11  -\  [xiwcr*  ir  right*  other  than 
thoM  which  the  I^biattire  ha-' ;rr->.|',  ..^ifciici  m^T-i  liini.  uinl  th'jM: 
which  arc  incident  to  and  necc---'- V  i  .  t  t  ^mj^  .-t  exrr  of  wici  cx^isl^ 
powenand  richts.  Hit  functi^^is  »r<-  tl  rrr  Md :  Fintj  »  11  town 
officer,  itnd  which  are  to  be  ditchai^rti  h>  h::n  either  uxtiwftiwHy  or  !■ 
connection  with  other  town  oAcer»  ;  ^c^i^icJ ,  •  member  of  the  Bdird 
of  Cotuity  CanvMMmi  dHrd,«»  mOmmpf  uaoer«  and  wUdi  m  id 
be  dtKhuged  in  oonnea'oii  im  di«  oUwrSnpervMS  flff  (m  ci—ty 
MttiogMaboftni 
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One  of  the  remarkable  features  in  its  history  is  the 
nuuiner  in  whicbils  local  legislative  poven  have  in- 
creased.  For  many  yean  the  office  WW  limited  to 

the  duties  we  have  described. 

On  June  ly,  1703,  ihc  I'n<\iiui.il  Lci^ishuure 
or  (ieneral  Assembly  passed  ;ui  iat.  I'lihirgiiiK  the 
powers  and  duties  of  Supervisoni,  which  act  was  en- 
titled "An  Act  for  Uie  better  explaining  and  more 
effectually  putting  in  execution  the  duties  c^Super- 
visors  and  other  town  oflicers." 

The  ciirimis  atui  s<>iia-what  significant  lani;iias;e 
of  the  following  preamble  to  this  act  exhibits  the 
conatroctioa  yMdi  those  early  legislatures  gave  the 
duties  uid  powen  of  the  office. 

PaaamLK  <*PonMirach  m  nunv  disputes,  cavth,  can. 
tWMhi  and  mktakcs  have  happened  and  Itccn  occasioned 
W  vdl  h*  the  Gcnenditv  of  the  WonLs  iu  aCertiiin  Act  of 
Geoml  AMemUy,  cntiiled  'An  act  far  defraying  of  the 
poMick  and  necanry  dtarge  throughout  this  Province, 
and  for  maintainini;  the  poor  and  praventing  VagahonHn,' 
as  man)-  other  Omissions  and  Detects  EkperfHWe  MS  found 
and  observed  in  the  saine  Act." 

The  act  provides  ibr  die  election,  by  the  ftee- 
hold  inhal)itants  of  cacti  t(  iwn  in  cvory  county  in 
the  Province,  ol  one  Super\ii>»jr,  a  freeholder  of 
the  town,  whose  duty--to  use  the  langusge  of 

tlie  act  — 

"  It  shall  be  to  compute,  ascertain,  examine,  oversee  and 
allow  the  contingent,  publick  and  ncossary  charge  of  each 
County ;  and  al.so  there  shall  be  in  each  town,  manor  ami 

prcciiicl,  by  thi-  fri-rholi!rrs  thcnnf  annually  chosen,  two  ; 
..\-.-.e--->iT^  .mil  OIK-  < t  jr,  whicli  Sii|>crvis<ir,  Asi^esMjr* 
and  CollL-i.;i>r  ^li.ill  t>e  .uinu.illy  clii>--i-  in  every  tuwii,  on 
thefirst  Tuc-d.iy  ill  A;.ir;l, 

"The  SuiK-Tvisopi  so  clio^ri  sliull  meet  annually  at  the 
Ciiniity  town  iti  each  rcsjicctivc  county,  on  the  first  Tucs<lay  I 
in  October,  aitd  at  such  other  times  as  they  »baU  devm 

OMitiiimt  dnifea  as  llu^  A^TlBd  thcfr  lopectiweoi^^ 
piemerydiatgcahlewM^Midaiisirfieimor  sumBofoiop^ 
a*  uall  be  brought  and  ethlNlad  beftM  them  shall  be  im- 
posed and  laid  on  the  same  countiei,  as  provided  by  the  Uw 

PlOVisi(>ns  were  made  f  >r  ttu-  collection  of  the 
said  moiK-vs  by  taxation  i>ii  the  valuatiini  of  the 
real  estate  in  each  of  the  towns  ni  tlic  county,  and 
hence  the  question  of  establishing  the  valuation  of 
the  lands  in  the  respective  towns  early  became  one 
of  paramount  importance. 

After  the  collection  of  the  money.  un<ler  the  pro- 
vision of  the  act,  it  was  paid  into  the  h.iiuls  of  the 
County  Treasurer,  to  be  disbursed  by  that  officer 
veijnrach  in  the  manner  in  which  the  county  ibnds 
are  now  diabarsed  by  the  OmOy  Treasoier. 

This  brings  as  to  consider  briefly  the  office  of 
CotrNT*-  TRKASfRKR.  whose  iluties  are  l.ir^eh-  con- 
nected with  the'  Hoard  of  Ntipervisois.  I  bis  is 
.inoiher  \er\'  ancieiu  ollice  in  the  State,  one  of  the 
first  established  under  the  English  Colonial  laws; 
indeed,  an  oflice  quite  similar  to  that  of  County 
Treasurer  which  existed  under  the  Dutch  Colonial 
Government. 

The  duties  of  this  officer  under  the  act  of  1703  ' 
differed  but  very  hiile  from  those  of  County  Treas- 
urers at  the  present  time.     He  exhibited  (D  the  ' 
Superviaois  a  yearly  account  of  all  moneys  received 
and  dirintrsed  by  him  daring  the  year,  with  a  state-  | 
incnt  of  the  source^^  through  which  he  rcceiveil  the 
money,  and  the  account  upon  which  he  disbursed  1 


it  He  was  then,  as  now,  liable  to  an  action  at  the 
suit  of  the  Superviaois  for  any  defitult  or  miscarriage 
in  the  dischaige  of  die  duliea  of  Us  office; 

Any  Supcndsor,  Awnsor  or  CoUaelar  refiisfalK  to  act  1 
respectively  focfEtod  five  ponnda,  to  be  reeevereJ  by  any 
l>erson  delayed,  wronged  or  iajoM  by  any  such  refttsal  to 
act. 

It  will  be  seen  that  Aacaiors  and  Town  Cullectom  are  of- 
ficers of  gnat  antiquity,  and  the  reader  of  Colonial  and  State 
history  is  surprised  thrit  so  many  of  the  present  Slate.  County 
.^n<l  lowii  oltii  er-,  -miilar  power;,  exi^tcti  during  the 

Kn^'lish  Colonial  Government  of  the  province,  notwith»taDd-  1 
ing  the  swc-eping  iiMMnaliant  unide  Of  thnStsIf  ComUhitton 

and  State  taws.  ' 

The  act  of  1703,  concerning  Supervisors,  contin- 
ued in  existence  with  some  slight  changes  imtil  i 
March  24,  1773.  when  it  was  amended,  so  &r  as  | 
the  Couiu)  of  .\!l>,uiy  was  concerned,  to  antfaorise  1 
the  annual  election  of  .Supervisors  in  that  County  to  i 
take  place  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  May.    This  act 
also  provided  for  the  election  in  Albany  County,  at 
the  same  dme,  oT  two  Oviksbkks  or  rm  Poor,  /uo 

Coii'iliiMe^,  f7tv  Fence  ]'mi<crs  ind  one  Tmvn  Clerk. 

The  iluties  of  the  office  of  Town  Clerk  were  pre- 
viously to  this  .!iscli,iri,a'd  by  the  .Supervisor  of  the 
Town.    None  but  freeholders  could  vote  for  these  1 
respective  officers,    .'\lter  the  adoption  of  the  first  j 
State  Conatitntioo,  the  office  of  Su|)ervi8or,  and  the  j 
time  of  their  election  was  dianged  by  an  action  of  I 
the  State  legislature,  pas.sed  March  7,  1788,  which  j 
provided  fur  the  holding  of  town  meetings  in  the  , 
\  arious  towns  in  the  State  for  the  choice  of  Town 
ofitcerB. 

The  time  for  holding  these  meetings  was  on  the 

first  Tuesday  in  .\pril  of  each  and  every  year.  At 
these  nicetinxs  the  following  oflicers  were  electetl  in 
each  town:  \  Supervisor,  Town  t'lerk,  one  As- 
sessor, Collector,  Overseer  ot  the  Poor,  Commis- 
sioners of  Highway's,  Overseer  of  the  Highway  or 
Psthmaster,  ronr  Constables^  Fence  Viewers  and 
Ponnd-master.    By  this  act  die  Town  of  Albany 

wa.s  empowered  to  elect  two  ASMSSOfS  instead  of 
one,  as  in  other  counties. 

Amonj;  the  duties  imi)osed  liy  this  act  on  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  County  of  Albany,  and 
many  other  counties  in  the  ^ate,  bat  more  largely 
exercised  in  Albany,  was  that  of  overseeing  and 
executint;  the  laws  relative  to  the  poor  of  tlie  county 
and  toun>  ihrou^'h  the  Overseers  of  the  Poor  elected 
in  the  various  towns. 

The  office  of  Superintendents  of  the  Poor  was  not 
then  in  eiistenoe^  and  never  has  existed  in  the 
County  of  Albany. 

In  our  tiis|.  )ry  of  the  Charities  of  the  County  and 
the  Executors  of  tiic  Poor  I..\ws,  it  will  he  seen  that 
the  ancient  office  of  Overs«-<  rs  ■  if  the  I'l  u  ir,  with 
largely  increased  powers,  still  exists  in  the  County 
of  Albany.  Their  powen  and  dniies  will  be  mote 
fully  considered  hereafter. 

The  manner  in  which  the  powers  and  duties  of 
the  Board  of  Supervi.sors  have  from  time  to  time 
been  enlarged  and  extended  will  be  described  imder 
the  head  of  "Statutoiy  and  Legal  Histoiy  of  the 
fioard." 

There  hasi  been  considerable  litigation  in  the  State 

concerninir  the  powers  and  ihities  of  the  Sui)ervisors. 
The  case  of  Downing  vs.  Kugar,  reported  21  VVen- 
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dell,  i8i,  will  be  read  with  pr>>fit  and  interest 
The  office  of  Supervisor  and  the  duties  of  Itoards 
of  Snpovisors  continued  to  be  the  subject  of  legisla- 
tive enactment,  vaiviiig  the  duties  o{  the  office  in 
minor  puticnlan,  down  to  the  adoption  of  theRe- 
vited  Statutes  l)y  the  State  I.ca:islaiure  in  183  1  v 
which  their  powers  and  duties  were  j^reatly  eiiLu  n  I 
and  the  IVaril  reiuK-red  more  emphatically  a  K  i^is- 
lative  body,  with  pi^nvers  of  local  legislation,  since 
greatly  eniaiiged. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  Supervisors  in  regard 
to  the  poor  and  charitable  institutions  of  the  County 
of  Albany  ilitTer  in  many  rc->]ie(.ts  fruir.  tli  .sc  of 
Supervisors  in  that  regard  in  utlier  c  ounties  ot  the 
State.    This  subject  will  be  more  fully  considered 

IB  another  part  of  this  work,  in  th«  chafer  on  Pub- 
uc  CMAKims,  in  whidi  the  duties  of  Ovenem  of 

the  Poor,  the  SoperinteDdent  and  Overseers  of  the 
Almshouse,  and  Other  charitable  institutions  will 
be  duscribul. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  easily  be  seen  tiiat  the 
liistoij  of  the  Board  of  Supervisofs  of  the  County  of 
Albany  is  of  the  gieatett  impottaiiccv  from  the  Act 
that  it  embraces  sndi  a  variety  of  historical  matter. 

STATUTORY  AND  LEGAL  HISTORY  OF 
THE  BOARD. 
lAUT  vumjcan  Mn. 

One  of  the  earliest  acts  of  the  L^idature  touch- 
ing Ae  Supervisors  of  AlKiny,  was  an 

Act  OF  1792. — All  act  passed  the  i  uh  of  April. 
1792,  made  it  the  duty  of  one  of  the  judges  and 
one  of  the  Supervisors  of  tlie  ConUtieB  of  Colum- 
bia, Scnsseiaer  and  Saratoga  to  meet  oncein  eveiy 
year  wfdi  die  Supervisois  and  one  or  more  of  the 
jnd^ies  of  the  County  of  Albany  for  insjHx  tinij:  and 
examining  the  mortgages,  minutes  and  accounts  of 
the  Loan  Officers  appointed  in  the  County  of  Al- 
bany. This  act  was  amended  on  February  25, 
1799,  rendering  it  lawfol  Ibr  Supervisors  of  the 
County  of  Albany,  or  a  majority  of  them,  together 
with  one  or  more  of  the  said  judges  of  the 
aaid  county,  and  such  of  the  judges  and  Sujicr- 
visors  of  the  other  counties  as  might  appear, 
to  peribnn  the  dades  nientioMd  in  the  Act  of 
Apfil,  179a.  ^  , 

Act  Cohcmktwo  Pitblic  Lamus  or  Conm. — 

Doubts  having  arisen  uiM)n  the  operation  of  ton- 
veyances  of  land,  m.ade  to  the  Supervisors  of  the 
counties  in  this  State  for  the  use  of  such  counties 
for  public  buildings  and  other  county  purposes,  an 
act  was  passed  April  25,  1799,  vesting  in  the 
Supervisor^!  of  the  coimdes  in  this  Slate  respective- 
ly and  their  successors  such  estate  in  the  lands 
aforesaid,  for  the  pur]iM-es  .',for<waid.  a>  e\ery  suth 
conveyance  shall  import  to  grant  and  convey  for 
the  uses  thersin  expressed. 

This  is  a  vmj  important  act,  establisliinK  the 
riight  of  counties,  thnwigh  Ae  respective  Bonrds  of 
SuMfvisors.  [o  hold  lands  in  fee  for  court-houses, 
^silS,  poor-houses  and  alins-housc-s,  and  other  lands 
to  be  used  fur  county  pur[M»scs. 

Chamgk  or  TiMX  roa  Holding  Ei^kctions. — 
Down  to  April,  184$,  di«  annml  neetio^i  of  die 


Board  of  Supervisors  in  the  Countv'  of  Albany 
were  held  in  April.  On  April  39,  iHi^,  an  act 
was  passed  directing  that  tiie  Supervisors  of 
Albany  and  some  other  coonties  should  bold 
their  annual  meetings  on  the  Tuesday  next  after 
the  aiimial  i-li-ction  in  each  and  everv-  year, 
.iiid  at  iIk-  pl.ios  before  pro\ided  lor  by  law 
for  the  nieetiiu'  of  the  H«fard  ol  ('aiivasscrs  lor  the 
votes  at  the  annual  election  in  the  County  of  Al- 
bany and  other  counties. 

A  Board  of  Canvass. — It  was  also  enacted  tliat 
in  the  County  of  .Albany  and  some  other  counties 
the  Hoar<l  of  Canvassers,  including  the  Clerk 
of  said  counties  or  their  deputies,  should,  on  the 
Tuesday  next  after  the  aimual  election,  meet  at  the 
pUices  where  the  said  respective  Boards  of  Supervis- 
ors were  in  session,  and  tiwn  and  there  proceed  to 
rair.  l^s  ,ind  certif}'  the  votes  gi\cn  at  such  election 
ill  maniu  r  provided  by  the  tenth  section  of  tlic  act 
entitled  •'An  act  for  regulating  Klcctioii--. "  pa'-'-cd 
April,  1822.  The  act  of  April  ly,  rSis,  w  .is  a  tier- 
ward  substantially  extended  to  all  the  counties  in 
the  State.  As  may  be  seen,  it  made  die  Board 
of  Sufiervisors  In  Ae  CotoHtf  of  Albany,  as 
well  as  in  all  other  covntics,  except  New  Yoirit,  a 
Ikiard  of  Canvassere. 

.■\pi>oi!fTixG  PowKR. — By  tlic  act  to  which  we 
have  referred  the  Supervisors  of  Albany  Conner 
had  conferred  upon  them  die  power,  with  the 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  of  appoint- 
ing Justices  of  the  Peace,  and  Commissioners  to 
t.ike  the  acknowlrdginent  of  deeds  in  the  county, 
and  for  that  purpose  lliey  met  on  the  \\'e<lnesilay 
next  alter  the  annual  election  bi  each  and  ev<  ly 
county,  in  each  and  every  year,  at  tlieir  usual  place 
of  meeting. 

Sites  for  Coimy  BuiLniNGS.  By  .-in  .\ct 
(>asscd  April  16,  1830,  the  Supervisors  of 
the  City  and  County  of  .Mbany  were  authorized 
to  raiac^  levy  and  collect,  in  four  annual 
installments,  on  and  from  tlie  taxable  prop- 
erty in  said  city  and  county,  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  c  ounty  charges  are  levietl  and  col- 
lected, the  sum  of  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
purchase  of  a  site  and  for  the  erection  of  a  build- 
ing in  the  City  of  .\lbany  for  city  and  county  pur- 
poees,  which  sum,  to  be  raised,  levied  and  collect- 
ed, was  to  be  paid  over  to  the  Mayor,  Aldennen 
and  Commonalty  of  the  City  of  Albany,  tobea]^ 
plied  for  the  purj)oses  aforesaid. 

Unisom  or  Aptaiks  of  Cm  and  Couxtv. — ^This 
act  shows  how  doaely  the  municipal  affairs  of  the 
city  and  the  affidni  of  the  county  were  united^-* 
unison  that  has  continued,  more  or  lca%  down  to 
the  jtresent  time. 

Hv  the  said  act  the  Supervisors  of  the  City  and 
County  were  required,  in  addition  to  the  tifieen 
thousand  dollars,  to  raise  upon  the  taxable  prop- 
erty of  the  Ci^  of  Albany  akme  such  sums  of 
money,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  $40,000,  to  be 
applied  to  the  purchase  of  the  "-ite  and  the  crc-ction 
of  a  building  for  city  and  ccsunty  jiurposcs.  This 
building  was  what  was  known  as  the  Xnv  Ci/y  Hall. 

Aiolisimemi  0/ the  distiiictim  between  Toam  and 
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law  abulishiiig  ihc  ilisiiiicliuii  between  town  and 
count/  poor  in  the  City  and  County  of  Albany 
wu  pused  March  17,  1831.   This  act  made  it 

lawful  for  tlic  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  County 
of  All)any,  and  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
inon.iltv  of  the  Cit)  of  Albany,  to  enter  into  any 
contract  or  agreement  between  them  to  abolish  all 
distinction  between  town  and  county  poor  in  the 
said  city  and  COUB^f  from  and  after  the  first  day  of 
May  then  next,  and  for  ap[)ropriaiing  the  ann»- 
hi  >ii<c  and  farm  belon^in«r  thereto,  in  the  City  of 
Albany,  for  the  sup])ort  '4  all  in  llie  city  and 
county,  transient  and  ilsuIciU,  and  for  the  allow- 
ance of  such  sum,  to  be  {laid  to  the  said  city  by  the 
conn^  for  the  use  of  the  same,  and  for  any  addi- 
tional building  and  appurtenances,  as  the  ^iaid  Su- 
perv  isfjrs  and  the  said  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Com- 
nioiKiky  may  agree  upon.  The  act  further  pro- 
vided as  1 1  illows  : 

"Every  pKir  person  entiUcti  to  wpport,  in  (he  City  and 
County  of  Albuy,  ahatt  bam  aad  alltr  the  i«t  day  of  May, 
1832,  be  supportM  and  mfatafeMd  hr  <ht  Mayor,  Alder- 
■waandCoiiiiwcmsltyof  fljcQtyof  Alhaay,  atthecKpcTtie 
ofthaoeoi^.  ADsncfaMorpcnamihallbereiiiovedbr tiie 
Ovoneen  of  the  Pnor  01  the  imral  towns,  and  the  Over- 
seen  of  OePoorof  the  City  oT  Albwiy,  to  the  Mid  Alma 
Home,  at  the  expcRse  of  the  several  towns  and  the  city ;  and 
thereafter  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  removal  of  any  poor 
person  from  any  town  in  the  county  thall  be  paid  on  the 

coi  lith  .ut' of  the  Kcf|iei  ut  theAhas  Hoese  bytteChaa- 

lierUin  of  the  City  of  Alli.iriy." 

Mayor  of  Ai  iunv  to  iiavk  Charge  of  Alms 
HoisK. — It  «  .L-.  aKo  provided  that  the  Ma]ror,  Al- 
dermen and  Coinnujnalty  «»f  the  Qty  of  Albany 
ihoald  have  the  charge  and  care  di  Mid  Alms 
House  and  farm,  and  of  all  the  said  persons  who 
might  be  removed  there  for  support,  and  that  they 
should  Milt  a  su|>crintendent  and  pli\>ician, 
and  employ  other  persons  necessary  for  the  man- 
agement and  government  of  the  same.  All  moneys 
which  ahoidd  be  received  by  the  Commtarioners  of 
Excise,  and  all  moneys  received  by  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  in  their  official  capacity,  were  to  be  paid 
over  to  the  Chand>erlain  of  the  City,  for  the  Mayor, 
Aldermen  and  Com monal^,  within  tbirlj  days 
ter  the  receipt  thereof. 

TncpoiAKTRsLiKT  VOX  Tme  Foot. — ^The  act  pro- 
vides that  temp,  irary  relief  mi^ht  be  ^'ranted  to 
poor  jKTsons  by  the  several  (  )versecrs  <  •!  the  I'l  m  ir  <»f 
the  county,  not  cxcceiling  the  sum  of  ten  iloHars 
for  any  one  person  or  family,  witliout  ttic  assent  of 
the  Sapervisor  of  the  town  wbeie  stich  relief  is 
granted,  or,  if  in  the  City  of  Albany,  without  the 
consent  of  the  Board  of  Manistratt^  for  the  relief 
an  1  Mippiirt  Dftlu-  poi.r  <>f  the  til\.  Thi;!  written 
cunscnl  must  accompany  ilie  order  of  ilie  JiisiiLe 
giantiqg  BDdi  relief,  and  entitle  the  ove  rseer  to  re- 
ceive mj  ram  paid  in  pamnnce  of  such  order, 
from  the  Chamberlain  or  the  city. 

City  Chamheri-aix  and  Sri'KK\  isoKs. — It  « .is 
provided  that  at  the  next  annual  meeting  of  the 
BobhI  oI  >ui)er\isors.  after  the  passage  of  the  said 
•cl^  tnd  at  each  annual  meenng  tbereaiter,  there 
shall  be  a  goieral  settlement  between  the  Chamber^ 
lain  of  the  City  an  !  the  H^  iard  of  Supervisors  in  re- 
gard to  the  disbursements  of  all  moneys  connected 


with  the  poor,  and  all  other  matlmooiiiiectad  with 
the  poor  of  the  coviilj. 
It  was  provided  that  the  act  to  which  we  have 

rcferreil  slmuld  continue  in  force  for  five  yean 
from  the  first  day  of  May.  1832.  Most  of  its  pro- 
visions were  retained  by  subseijuent  acts  for  many 
years,  and  some  of  them  in  a  varieii  i>  irm  down  to 
the  present  time.  It  wo  one  of  the  in<:>st  impor- 
tant and  pncticable  ads  touching  the  naiolaDaiioB 
of  the  poor  in  tfie  county  and  fAtf,  and  the  man- 
agement of  the  Almshouse  ever  enacted,  and  it  is 
the  first  act  which  fully  and  equitably  abolislied  the 
distinction  of  ooon^  and  dQr  poor. 

0\'EitsEBiB  or  THE  PooR. — ^Ao  act  ot  April  15, 
1S37,  rendered  It  unnecessary  for  the  Overseen  01 
the  Poor  to  (.ibtain  an  oidar  fiom  Jmlicet  loan- 
thorize  temporary  relieil 

Sala«t  or  Dmucr  Aamntim. — ^B^  tfie  act  of 
Februar)'  21,  1840^  dM  9npervis<^rs  were  empow- 
ered to  fix  the  salary  of  District  Attorney.  The 
act  of  May  14,  1840,  fixed  the  time  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  for  the  first 
Monday  of  Angut  of  each  jwar.  The  Board  of 
Superviacxa  were  tocamea  oorreeled  anemment  rail 
of  each  town  or  ward  in  the  city  and  county,  or  a 
fair  copy  ttiercii*",  t.  ,  f  ..-  delivered  to  the  Collector  of 
each  town  or  ward  un  or  before  the  I5tb  day  of 
September  of  each  year. 

THE  BOARD  OF  SI  11  K VISORS  AND  THE  PENX- 

TENTIARV. 

The  first  step  taken  toward  the  crectioo  of  the  Pcaitcn. 
tiary  in  Ae  CouB^ «f  Aibaiywas  tiis  act  ef  Apifl  t% 
t844i  cntMed  **  An  Act  fct*  flic  cupitHiutlstt  of  a  ^ollwitlsi  y , 

and  in  relation  to  the  relief  of  the  Poor  bi  the  County  of 
Albany."  We  shall  refer  more  at  length  to  thU  act  in  an- 
other part  of  this  work,  in  our  chapter  on  Penitentiaries  an<l 
punitive  «^taf>)is.hment*. 

Th<-  att  (liro.!-.  that  the  Ikianl  of  Supervisor*  of  the 
County  of  Alliany  ^h.ill  cause  to  In-  en-i  tol.  at  sulH  jilatc 
within  the  limit-.  •>{  the  county  as  .'.hall  lie  ilirivteii,  a  sulu- 
bic  huiUlin^;  or  liulMiiii-s  for  a  IVnili-nliary,  j  it  the  ?.ife 
kce)iini»  ami  cmploynRnt  of  va^;raiU>,  ili^irdorly  persons 
and  all  prisoners  (except  in  ca>es  of  cotivictioii  for  (eloiiy  l, 
who  sbaJI  be  sentenced  to  confinement  at  bard  labor,  or  to 
aoUunr  iiwpriKnimcnt,  by  any  Court  hsU  in  the  sud  coanty 
or  in  IJwClty  of  Albany. 

The  act  aMoialed  aaasad  Phm  and  Btmt  P.  Slasts, 
of  the  City  el' AltMUiy,  and  Loids  ft.  Dayton,  of  Renssdaer. 
vOki  in  said  county,  commasioaers  to  select  a  proper  ]oea> 
tion  tut  the  Site  of  tlie  said  Penitentiary,  with  proper  graonds 
to  he  attachat  thereto,  within  !iix  OHmtlis  aner  the  pswsge 
<  uf  the  said  law,  and  to  report  Mich  kxatkm,  with  a  detailed 
ulan  for  the  coiiitructiini,  tnanat;emont  and  ditdpline  of  the 
Penitenti  al  y,  in  I  an  estunate  of  the  i  xpcns*  -.  uf  the  sai<l  laml 
for  the  nitc,  an  l  .if  the  consliuctiori  thcietif,  to  the  Board  of 
SuiK  ivi^ors.  I'jMii  the  .-eiei;it  il  tlie  said  report  the  Board 
of  Supi  i  vi--ir^,  \Mih  l!u  M.ijor  aikl  Kitoriler  of  the  city, 
associ  itul  wiih  the  viid  Hoard  (or  that  purpose,  were  di- 
rected to  cx.iiiiiiie  the  same  and  determine  thereu|K)n  ;  and 
the  said  Supervisors,  Mayor  and  Recorder  were  empowered 
to  alter,  modify,  reduce  or  incrcMe  the  site,  plan  or  mnensc 
of  ooasaraction  of  aid  I^ailealiBiy,  asmsdiied  in  Oe  ptaa  «t 
said  oomminianen,  in  any  manner  as  to  them  sfaaH  sees  fit 
or  necessary.  The  comminioners,  at  the  expiration  of 
ninety  days  after  the  making  and  delivery  of  said  report  to 
the  chairsnan  or  clerk  of  the  Board,  were  to  procure  tlie 
lands  neonniy  for  the  site  of  the  said  Penitentiary,  and  pro- 
c(»l  to  construct  the  ».ime  .it  such  place  and  on  Mich  plan  in 
all  respect-,  as  tiu-  sai<I  lioard  of  Superviig(%  the  Ibywaiid 
Recorder  have  approved  and  directed. 

The  act  further  empowered  tfic  Board  of  Super%isurs  to 
borrow  money,  on  the  expense  of  the  county,  necessary  to 
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it'  tr.ty  iilt  ihe  expensiii  of  procuring  the  site  and  cumpteling 
the  creition  of  tlie  'akl  Penitentiary.  The  act  further  em- 
powcri-'il  ;he  Huard  of  Su|>cr»i«ns  ti)  rcri;  nl  tin'  <  'iiimion 
Council  of  the  City  ot  Albany  the  Almshouse  ami  l.irm  in 
the  said  l  ily,  ti>^;cthcr  with  all  the  tivturo  ami  .ippurtciiAii- 
Cf*  tlicrolo  (tlie  property  of  the  Common  Council),  upon 
«U(.h  terms  a5  niuKl  be  agreetl  upon  Klween  the  said  Com- 
mon Council  and  the  i^aid  Ikjanl  ot  hupcrvi<<or!i.  It  also 
empowcrod  the  laid  Board  of  Supervisors,  and  the  Mayor 
ana  Recorder  oi  the  city,  br  thdr  votes  in  joint  mcetini!,  to 


ktartoi  at  tiw  afciiBMa  Ahaihwwff  aadimBlwidi  all 
Ite  ILiliiici  ind  aiMitMiiaoM  thmtoX  vMt  ttc  lnnlw 
tboeta,  for  a  term  ol  yam  sot  wcwdlng  ive,  and  to  ap- 
point OIK  or  more  penona  to  eicrdie  a  aapmiaory  iaspect- 
me  and  directing  power  over  the  general  treatment,  &re  and 
wdl-being  of  the  panpers.  The  Supervisors,  Majrcxr  and 
Recorder  were  directed  to  make  <iuch  rule*  and  re);uIation« 
in  relation  to  temi>orary  relict  to  the  |)'x>r,  Uy  the  Cherscers 
of  the  Piwr  in  the  city,  ami  In  tlie  several  towns  m  the 
said  county,  a->  they  -vliall  deem  expedient.  They  also  reg- 
ulate the  •vil.irie-.  of  Ihe  <  ►v<>rM  i  r<  ot  the  l'oi>r,  look  to  the 
paytnent  of  I  liy>Ki.ui-,  council  Icrs  relating  to  the  poor— to 
caiscs  relating  to  the  poor  accruing  in  the  said  city. 

(The  foregoing  prescribea  the  dutiet  asiisned  the  Saper- 
vwors  touching  im  erection  of  the  POiilentiary.  It  is  an- 
other important  instance  to  vhlA  the  toiHwili  of  dm  dty 
and  county  are  intimatriy  nniled.  Tkc  dfaedlHit  as  to  the 
nian:ii;emcnt,  etc.,  of  the  PcnittMliWf  will  be  considered 
clsew  here.) 

This  act  of  April  li  1844,  was  amnidi  d  by  an  act 
pas.scd  May  13,  1847.  llie  Pcniten'.i  iry  h.i  1  then  tieen  lo- 
cated and  erected  in  the  City  of  Albany,  and  had  been  '.lie 
receptacle  of  pri-nicr^  tor  over  one  year  and  a  halt.  I  .  c 
amendment  to  which  wc  have  alluded,  therefore,  relcrred 
to  the  convict^  in  the  nid 
and  management,  etc. 

Another  .\c-t  in  IvKtiAKD  m  ihk  DtstKiiT 
Attoknkv. —  The  act  of  1849  repicilcd  the  law  di- 
recting the  li^i.inl  cif  Supervisors  to  fix  the  fees  of 
District  Aliuriie)s.  About  that  time,  that  office 
VM  a  laUried  office,  the  salary  beiqg  fiied  bjr  the 
Board  ofSnpervisors. 

Altek.ki iiiN  111  Tmw.n  l{uiM).\KiK.s — The  duties 
of  the  [legislature  in  regard  to  the  alteration  of 
tuu  n  t  >undaries  and  the  erection  of  new  town.s 
had  increased  to  sach  an  enormous  extent  that  the 
matlerof  vesting  in  the  Board  of  Sapei^isors  certain 
legislative  powers  began  to  be  largely  agitated  in 
the  State.  'Wm  agitation  cuitninated  on  April  3, 
1849,  in  an  act  entitled 

'•  An  Att  to  vest  in  the  liixird  of  >u|xTvisors  certain 
legislative  powcri,  and  to  prescribe  their  fees  tor  certain 


Stetimt  /  of  the  act  cmpowen  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
to  altar  Hm  torn  hoondariea  «poa  dw  appiication  to  the 


Board  ol  at  loMt  twdre  ftrrhoMc  n  of  iho'tMm,  and,  with 
Sit.  M,  pNCCiiBCi  the  oeonsuy  ttepo  to  ho  takeo  to  ro- 
gard  todwakomtioaor  hoandailet  or  theerectioBor  new 

towns. 

.SVi-.  3  authorizes  (hem  to  name  the  new  town,  and 
under  wh.it  circumstances  the  new  name  shall  t>c  given. 

Si-i-.  4.  with  fourteen  -.ubdivisions  thereto,  aiitli'iriics  the 
Supervisor  to  purchase  land^i  on  which  to  erect  pew- 
houses;  to  purchastr  any  real  i-^ta1e  iiece*Nary  for  the  erec- 
tion of  any  court  house,  jail,  (  lerk'*  or  Sun  ogatc's  office, 
piKirhouM-,  or  any  other  county  bulldin^;s,  and  to  erect 
such  buildings;  to  fix  the  site  of  any  such  building;  to  au- 
thorise the  sale  or  leasing  of  any  real  estate  belonging  to 
Ihecoonty;  to  remove  or  designate  a  new  lite  for  any  county 
bofldtog  wIkb  niEk  a  mBovaTifaall  aot  esceed  one  mile ;  to 
caiw  moaejr  bf  tax  for  tiw  ereertoa  of  such  bofldings,  not 
eneedJog  the  mm  of  $5,000  in  any  one  year;  to  borrow 
mOBOjr  tar  the  lue  of  such  county,  to  \k  expended  in  the 
MBChase  of  real  esutr  or  the  erection  of  public  boUdings; 
to  authorize  any  town  in  a  county,  by  a  vote  of  such  town, 
to  borrow  any  sma  of  money,  not  wtoeeding  $4,000  in  one 


year,  to  build  or  repair  any  roads  or  bndgex  in  such  towa, 
and  to  presenile  the  time  for  the  payment  of  the  same, 
which  ^li.il!  Ix-  \v.;hiii  ten  years,  and  lor  as>i-s^in^'  the  prin- 
ciple and  inlerot  tlu-reof' upon  such  town;  to  tix  the  time 
and  place  (or  hoMiiit;  their  anniul  meeting,  to  extend  and 
deteiniine,  by  ri'^-  iiiui  11  at  their  .innual  nieclni.;.  the  time 
when  eai  h  .  mUi-i  tor  in  the  county  *ha!l  make  ■.c-ni:.  -.o  the 
county  trea>urer;  but  such  time  shall  in  no  cau:  extend  be- 
yond tlie  first  day  of  March  then  next. 

To  malte  laws,  and  to  provide  for  the  cafarcanent  of  the 
•aaM^fo  the  denri^oii  of  wild  bcattk  HiWea  and  oOwr 
noaioat  wecdij  to  prevent  the  fajory  and  destractiaQ  of 
sheep  by  dogs,  and  10  levy  and  enforce  the  collection  of  any 
tax  upon  dogs,  and  to  direct  the  application  of  snch  tax:  to 
pswride  for  the  protectiaa  of  all  tdndi  of  game;  of  udl 
and  other  fish  wiUnn  the  waten  of  their  respectiTe  cooatiea. 


This  section  repealed  all  law  .s  of  this  State  then 
existing  in  relation  to  preserving  or  destroying  and 
taking  wild  bea.sLs  or  birds,  (ish  and  shellfish, 
which  repeal  took  place  on  the  first  day  of  Januaiy, 
i8sa 

I'oi  XTV  Okkh  krs  id  Kkin>kt  Citsi  KkMMi  Sal.\RY. 

An  important  leaturc  of  this  act  required  any 
otlker  of  Albany  C  ounty  and  other  counties^  whose 
iialary  is  to  be  paid  by  the  county,  to  make  a  re- 
port tinder  oath,  to  rae  Supervisor  of  dte  county, 
on  any  subject  or  matter  whatever  t  nnnecteil  with 
the  duties  of  their  >d!i(.e:  and  to  make  such  report 
wlienever  called  ii]mn  by  resululion  of  any  such 
board.  A  neglect  ur  refusal  on  the  part  of  any  such 
officer  was  made  a  misdemeanor.  Provisions  are 
made  in  the  said  act  for  loaning  money  from  the 
Comptroller,  by  towns,  on  tlie  execution  by  the 
.'^iiperM-'or  Mfsiicii  I'lwtis.  Tlie  act  established  the 
following  Fees  for  SifEKVisoKs : 

Each  Supervisor  shall  lecelse,  over  and  above  the  per 

diem  compensation  now  allowed  by  law,  eight  cents  per 
mile  for  all  necessary  travel  in  the  discharge  of  Ids  oCdal 
duties,  and  tliree  cents  for  each  name  (for  making  a  copy  of 
the  assc-ssment  roll  of  hi-^  town,  and  m.iking  out  the  tax  bill 
to  t<c  delivered  to  the  colliMor)  for  Ihe  tlrstnundrcd  names, 
two  cents  jicr  name  for  Ihe  second  lr,;iidre  i  names,  and  one 
cent  per  nam<-  for  each  n.iinc  over  two  hundred.  Dot  DO 
|^>er  diem  allowance  vhall  be  made,  to  any  SupeTfiiar  whUe 
employed  in  making  out  such  copy  or  tax. 

St  HKKvisoK  A  .^Ai.ARiKU  f  )fkicfr. — An  important 
act  touching  the  office  of  Su|>ervi.sor  in  the  County 
of  .MItatn  was  passed,  April  iJ,  1857;  it  made  it 
)  ^>ljne>[  ofiice.  and  regubitea  the  Compensation 

ol  liic-  cI<Ti,.     W'c  '.'iNo  the  act  entire  : 

Section  I .  \  .\  1 1  y  Sn|  vrv.^oi  elected  for  any  town  or  Su)ier- 
Tisor  district  in  t'  c  C  unty  of  .Mhaiiy  sh.iU  rVc<  nc.  ,i-  .1  com- 
penmtion  tor  his  M.'rvices  and  expcim'!!  .is  such  Supervisor,  a 
aalan  aa  sndk  Supervisor  of  one  onndred  dollan  per  annum, 
taisiina  Oe  tiaWl  fees  now  allowed  by  law;  and  no  soch 
Supctvisar  shall  be  paid  or  shall  moelve  any  other  or 
greater  som  than  as  herein  provided  for  any  lervioes  or  e>. 
peo««  as  such  Sujiervisor,  or  an  agent  or  committee  ot 
the  Itoarl  of  Supervisors  of  said  Li.-unty. 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  iioanl  of  .Supcrvi.'iors 
of  said  county  to  pay  for  the  services  of  any  clerk  or  clerks 
of  the  said  lloard  a  greaier  amount  in  the  aggregate  than 
the  sum  of  live  hundred  dollars  in  any  one  year. 

Sn:  3.  No  mcmfx-r  of  the  Hoard  ot  Sujiervisors  of  the 
County  of  Albany  sh.ill  voti  loi  aii\  cvlra  allowance  to  .any 
person  who  is  paul  by  --.il  ii  s:  nor  -liall  the  Treasurer  of 
said  county  knowingly  pay  to  any  >uch  per-.on  any  eMra 
allowance.  Every  oficnsc  against  the  provisions  of  this 
section  shall  ho  a  misdwManor,  nwijshaMr  by  a  fine  not 
lem  Oan  (be  amoont  of  sodi  ena  allafsranoe,  or  by  im- 
prisonment in  the  county  jail  for  a  poriod  not  -'"mmMmg 
months,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment 

Sk.4'  This  act  shall  take  dfcctianMdialdy. 
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By  the  act  of  April  15,  1859,  the  .Supcrvist)r!,  of 
each  ward  of  the  Qtjr  of  Albany  are  directed  to  be 
elected  at  die  Charter  election  held  upon  the 

second  Tucstlay  of  April  of  each  yenr.    The  act 
rcjK.al>  all  >>ther  laws  iiicoiisisiciU  ihcrcwilli. 

Salary  m-  >i  1 1  kvisors.  -The  Act  of  May  3, 
'.  187 1,  fixed  die  salary  of  the  Supervison  of  Albaoy 
County,  in  the  following  lan^age  : 

Sfc.  I.  Every  Suiicrviinr  hiricatter  to  !«■  1  li  >  Uii  (or  any 
town  or  wanl  in  tnc  C'limty  of  Alliaiiv  sluill  nv  i  a- a 
tompcniiatiiin  fur  hi-,  si-rvitc  and  cvpcnscs  .1^  Su|>cr 
visor  A  salary  ol  tlirw  luiiidrc<l  ami  litty  ilullars  jicr  annum, 
besides  (ravel  fee*  now  alluwed  by  law;  and  no  such  Super- 
visor shall  be  p&id  or  shall  receive  any  other  or  greater  sum 
than  it  haeiii  |i«wiikdtBraiiytarvicct«ram«aMiai«Mcfa 
SaperviMT  or  a«  ao  afcator  G»ouattfe  ecteBoud  of 
Supervisors  ot  tui  Cmtttf,  cacepi  far  copjriag  aaaoBcnent 
hooks,  for  whidi  (he  Sup«vhor  of  the  town  of  Watervtiet 
shall  receive  not  to  exceed  the  sum  of  seventy-liy«  dollan. 
and  the  Supervisors  of  the  renwininK  towns  and  waida  of 
the  County  not  to  exceed  tWCB^'fivc  dollars  each. 

Si-e.  2.  Every  ofTcnse  agaiiiit  the  provisioitt  of  the  above 
section  shall  he  a  misdemeanor  piunubaUe  bjr  a  fine  of  not 
le!i<i  than  tifty  nor  more  than  five  httdicd  dollars,  or  by  im- 
prijonBteottti  the Conn^jaa far ap^dart caceeding nx 
auiaAti  or  hf  both  Mdt  fine  and  iuipiiiuniKBta 

Amf-N-dmfnt  of  above  Ait. — The  Ixgislaturc 
passed  an  act  June  7,1875,  amending  section  i 
of  the  act  in  relation  to  the  salary  of  SuixT\  isors 
of  Albany  County  above  described,  so  as  to  read 
as  followa : 

SI  rr.Rvisoas'  COMPK.VSAT1ON. 

Every  Sapcnrisor  hereafter  to  be  elected  for  any  town  or 
ward  in  the  Coonty  of  Albany  «hatl  receive  as  a  compcti<<a' 
tjivii  for  his  wrvif  (s  arnl  c\}>cti«e^  a*  «uch  Supervisor  a  sal- 
ary o(  Ilirt'C  liiui'lri  l  and  lilty  dollars  [xr  annum,  bcsitirs 
travel  fivs  now  allowed  by  law;  and  no  Supervisor  »hall 
l>e  [Kiid  or  shall  receive  any  othet  i.t  v;iiMit  i  -uni  than  is 
herein  providt^l  for  any  services  or  c\|M  ri^e-.  a^  ^iich  Super- 
visor, or  as  an  .igcnt  or  Committee  of  the  Board  of  Super-  i 
vutors  of  said  Coitnty,  except  for  copying  and  extemlin^  as-  ' 
tetmait  hooka,  fqpr  which  the  Saperviaur  of  the  town  of 
Watervfiet  sbaU  receive  not  to  esoeed  the  mm  of  scvcniy- 
fivB  dollar*,  and  the  Supervison  of  the  raaaialng  town* 
and  the  City  of  Coboes  not  to  exceed  twenty-five  doBars 
each.  The  work  of  copying  and  extending  the  assessment 
books  of  the  several  wards  of  the  City  of  Albany  shall  be 
hereafter  done  by  the  assesscns  of  the  said  Cit^  ol  AUnny, 
who  shall  be  paid  tor  iuich  work  not  to  cxcevtl  in  al  dw  mm 
of  twenty-five  dollars  for  each  ward  in  said  lity. 

Further  Powers  op  I/kai.  Legislation. —We  have 
a'l  eaily  referred  to  the  powers  of  local  legislation  of  Boards 
•  ■  SiiiHTvivirs,  by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  passed  June  7, 

1^7 y  Kurlher  p<nvers  of  local  lei;islatiori  an<l  adiniiiutralion 
were  C()nlcrrcd  on  the  liiardi  ot  Niiix?rvis<-ii s  in  tin-  several 
counties  o(  this  State,  except  in  cities  vvhosc-  iHjundaries  arc 
the  same  as  those  of  (he  county,  to  make  and  administer 
Within  their  respective  counties  laws  and  regulations  as 
fallows: 

To  purchasc.or  otherwise  acquire  for  the  use  of  the  county, 
real  estate  for  sites  for  court  houses,  clerks'  oiiioei^  and  Other 
buildings  for  county  otTices,  and  for  jails  and  MCh  other 

Ebces  of  confincnent  as  wmj  be  aolhonaad  or  rsqabcd  by 
kw;  to  borrow  money  on  ooontj  boad%  or  o^er  county 
obligatiaili^  far  a  period  not  erwwdinf  fifteen  years,  to  be  , 
paidLin  nanual  installnienls,  for  the  poipaMs  specilird  in  this 
subdivision;  but  inall  cases whereatttppoaed  isaoeof  coiuity 
bonds  shall,  with  the  aatount  of  bonds  isaned  under  any 
|>revious  authority  and  still  outstandint;,  exceed  the  sum  of 
J>l,ooo,  no  additiimal  issue  shall  !«:  authori?i'il,  i-virpt  in  the 
Counties  of  Albany,  Erie  and  Kings,  unic>.-,  by  the  consent 
of  a  majority  of  all  the  electors  vo<mg  on  the  i|uestion;  to 
change  the  location  of  county  baildmgs,  and  to  sell  or  apply 
to  Otfier  county  uses  the  old  sites  and  Mildings  in  cases  where 
tte  localioa  may  be  changed,  and  to  apply  the  proceeds 


toward  the  payment  'if  ol'li^ations  im  iiricil  lor  new  sites 
and  baildin^;s,  and  sjibject  to  S<.ction  15,  Art.  6,  of  the  con- 
stinition;  to  fix  the  salaries  and  per  dieni  allowance  of  county 
oflicers,  whose  comi>cnsati  m  may  tic  a  county  charge  and 
which  shall  not  be  changed  duriiiir  the  term  of  such  othceia 
respectively,  and  to  prcscrilie  the  mode  of  appointment  and 
to  fia  tbe  aamber,  grades  and  pay  of  the  depniiea,  clerlts 
aadanbariiaale  employees  in  aach  offioes;  to  autboriae  the 
locatfan  and  constmctioa  of  aay  bridce  (except  on  the  Hodson 
River  bdow  Wateifard,  and  on  the  cut  River  or  over  die 
water* famine  tbe  boundaries  of  ^  which  shall  be 
applied  ibr  in  any  of  the  towns  iolntly,  or  by  any  corporation 
in  form  purstiant  to  the  general  laws  of  the  State,  or  by  any 
coqioration  or  individual  for  private  purposes;  and  in  case 
of  a  public  bridge  erected  by  a  corporation,  to  establish  the 
rates  ol  toll  collected  lor  crossinv;  muJi  liriili.;e.  W  hen;  any 
bruise  cMsses  any  navigable  stream  or  water,  a  suitable  draw 
must  lie  eret.ted  to  prevent  any  im(^>edin|,;  ol  the  navigation 
in  such  stream  or  water,  and  in  case  ot  a  private  bridge  the 
draw  shall  be  kept  open  to  permit  all  vc»cts  to  pass  without 
kas  ot  headway.  Where  any  bridge  shall  be  on  any  stream 
or  wator  fanalag  at  dw  point  of  araiilBC  the  dividing  line  of 
eoaadcs,  fte  actfan  of  the  Board  of  anpenriaors  of  eacb 
couaty  aaall  be  neceaary  to  give  the  jnrisdictioo  permitted 
liytlieact;  to  apportion  die  espensesol  bridges  over  streams 
or  otlier  water  forming  bcnndMy  line  of  counties,  and  in  all 
snch  counties  shall  each  pay  not  less  than  one-dxth  ol  the 
expen$e«  of  such  bridge.  If  the  bridge  is  of  great  benefit  to 
the  county,  and  the  payment  ot  two-thirds  of  the  expenses 
hy  the  towns  liable  would  !«  unjust  to  the  towns,  the  Super- 
visors shall  determine  the  additional  )  1  roj >ortioii,  and 
what  proportion  of  such  ex[ieiist.-s  to  lie  Uimc  by  the 
counties;  to  direct  that  the  care  of  the  brnli^-e-,  the  main- 
tenance of  which  arc  a  joint  charge  on  the  counties;  to 
authorize  the  towns  to  borrow  money  for  bridge  jiurjioses. 
The  Snpervisors  bare  powers,  under  certain  cunditiuns 
ovir  plaBka  aueadaayiad  or  luinpike  roads,  and  over 
sIneliandaveaaM  la  territories  adjoining  a  city;  to  lay 
out  higfawaya  of  a  lesa  width  than  is  reqnind  bylaw, and  ot 
reducing  h^hways  now  in  existence;  to  cause  surveys  to 
be  made,  at  theoMtof  the  town,  of  any  and  all  highways  in 
such  (own,  and  to  asake  a  complete  and  systematic  record 
thereof,  and  to  cause  records  to  be  placed  with  the  Town 
Clerk ;  to  authorize  the  County  Treasurer  to  extend  the 
time  for  collection  of  State,  county  and  town  t-ixes  in 
any  town  or  waul,  to  a  period  no*  leyond  the  first  day  of 
April  in  any  year,  iitvder  certain  conditions  ;  to  imjmse  taxes 
on  doc;s  ;  l  i  ilirect  the  p.iyir.i'nl  by  lii>;iii-.  of  the  Pcaie  of 
all  tint's  and  penalties  imposed  by  and  paid  to  such  Justices; 
to  enact  laws  for  the  preservation  of  game  and  fish;  to  di- 
rect the  empbyment  of  offenders  below  the  grade  of  felons; 
to  establish  the  jaillimits  of  the  coanty  jaib  far  llbm  patw 
poses  defined  by  atatntes ;  to  call  ana  aoid  ineetal  toam- 
mcetinM ;  to  aathoriaa  any  town,  under  certau  "^^"'^ 
to  purcaaitt  a  site  for  a  town  or  village  hall,  and  to  pur- 
chase or  erect  buildings  far  anch  a  hidi,  and  to  raise  monev 
for  the  care,  preservation  and  Improvement  of  such 
halls  ;  to  authorise  any  incorporated  village,  under  certain 
conditions,  whose  charter  does  not  i;ive  sufficient  power,  to 
purchase  apparatus  for  the  extins.;uishinvr  of  fire,  etc.,  etc.; 
to  the    pro|XT  authorilies    general    |>riwcr  over 

village  or  town  cemetery  h<i-<  :  to  auth.iri.'c  any  town  which 
shall  make  application  tlietcti>i,  by  the  v  iii-  ot  .m  annual 
town  meeting,  to  elect  a  receiver  insli  ad  of  a  collector  of 
taxes,  whenever  the  aggregate  of  S(ate,  counlv  and  town 
taxes  in  such  town  sliall  exceed  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand 
dullaia;  to  aiithoriaa  the  aaansl  town  maetiiy  aad  all 
special  towa  SMCtlBfi  la  a  town  to  be  held  by  elecdndi^ 
trida;  to  dii^nitn,  nadcrconditions.  the  number  of  Afl» 
oca  In  each  towa,  aad  to  increase  the  compcasatioa  to  an 
am<junt  not  exceeding  three  dollars  per  diem  ^  to  an* 
thorite  Trustaes  of  Boards  of  Education,  in  any  union  firee 
school  district  established  according  to  law,  to  sell  or  ex- 
change real  estate;  to  determine  after  the  15th  of  Novem- 
per,  l87S~e\cept  in  the  County  ol  Kin^s  in  what  newspa 
pt-rs,  not  excc-eding  two,  the  election  notice  i^suetl  liy  the 
Secretary  ol  State,  and  the  otbcial  canvass,  shall  Ik:  pub- 
lished, and  to  fix  the  com|>ens.ation  for  such  pnblicalii>n ;  but 
in  pUcc$  where  publication  shall  be  ordered  to  be  made  in 
two  newspopen^  anch  pipen  ihail  be  of  opporito  poiilkal 
character. 
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UISTORT  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANV. 


F.XTEVDIXi;  THK  Tf.KM  Of  Sl  I  KKVISuKs       I  In      i,  I 

of  May  14,  1878,  provides  thai  the  Su[H  iMMirs  i  >l  1 
the  several  towns  and  wanls  in  ciiio,  in  Uic  C  uim- 
ties  of  Albaoy,  Liviogaton,  Renaselaer  and  Mon- 
roe, shall  be  dected  and  hold  ofSce  for  a  term  of 

two  years  ;  it  is  also  proviilcil  that  all  act-  <>r  parts  ' 
of  acts  intoiisistenl  with  this  at  t,      far  .is  thf  same 
applies  to  the  C\»uiit\  of  Alh.un  ,  .ire  rejiealeil  :  ,iiul 
the  said  act  tcxik  eifect  at  tiie  first  election  in 
1879. 

Claims  Against  ihk  Coi  Ntv  -A  very  important 
act  in  relation  t<)  the  powers  and  duties  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  Alt>any  Countv  was  jiassed 
by  the  Legislature,  May  14,  1881.  'I'his  act  was 
in  reference  to  claims  and  demand*  against  the 
County  of  Albany,  making  it  necesaaiy  to  have  all 
such  claims  passed  upon  by  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors, and  that  all  claims  prcNtnteil  to  the  I{<)ard 
in  the  form  of  accounts  iinisl  he  itemized  and  veri- 
fied, and  after  being  presenteii  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Board  they  are  to  be  printed  under  the  direction  of 
the  said  Gerk,  at  an  expense  not  exceeding'  the  or- 
dinnry  jirice  tor  mu  h  w  ork,  and  distrilinieil  under 
hi.s  directi<in  to  each  tnt  iiili<  r  of  llie  lioanl  wilhin 
eight  ilays  aflersurh  .u  counts  have  been  presetiteil. 
No  claim  or  demand  against  the  county  of  the 
above  character  shall  be  in  any  manner  a^ed  upon 
\ff  the  Hoard  (except  to  refer  the  same 
to  an  appropriate  committee  for  examination 
and  rciK>rt)  until  three  da\s  after  suih  account 
has  been  printed  and  distributed  as  required.  It 
is  a  misdemeanor  to  neglect  the  directions  afore* 
nid. 

"  Hie  account,"  cuiilinu<.-s  the  act,  "  must  .stale  when  and 
wkere  the  work  was  perfonned  and  malcrisl  fambbctt,  umler 
what  contract  or  under  what  authority  it  was  performed  and 
Oe  materials  furnished;  and  mait  iiale,  wiA  MSMnaUsds* 
tsilt  die  character  and  aoKNiBt  of  llwwoikdiOii^aadtlHSMU 
tnrUi  fozniihed.  It  mast  oonuin  the  asm  of  sadi  penon 
tnleitiled  in  the  Mine,  or  who  makes  aajpch^  Id  any  share 
or  pertkM  of  Oe  torn  to  be  paid." 

VaaincATiox — It  mmt  be  vcfificd  by  one,  at  least,  of 
te  parties  in  whose  naaedw  same  is  presented,  and  must 
be  to  the  effect  that  the  same  b  presented  in  the  namt  or 
name*  of  the  real  party  or  parties  in  inti-rcst,  and  that  the 
cuntnict  wa^  nut  made,  or  the  work  perl'  miied,  or  materiiils 
furnishc<l,  in  the  n.imn  of  nrip  |icr><m  i'  t  tlit"  iiiterc<t  of  an- 
oth<T:  ,ui.|  tli.it  111  lou  .:\  .  Ii:  .  r,  or  n  i.-intuT  of  any  board 
or  romtm^^ioii  i.f  rli  ,  .unity  ..r  salaricil  t-miiloycc  thereof,  is 
or  ha^  livii,  '  ir  ,  -I  .  .1  iinlirc.  tly,  inturL-^tnl  tlicrein,  cither 
in  the  lioing  ol  liu'  work  or  liirnHhint;  the  in.iterial,  or  has 
been  paid  or  promised  anything  for  the  lettini-  of  the  con- 
tract; that  the  work,  as  char]{ed,  was  actually  done,  and  the 
natnial  ■padfied  was  actually  iumished  and  used  at  the 
tinwaad  plaoeifluiilloBail,aaaare«f  the  value  charged,  or 
at  the  prices  qwdiedfai  the  eoatnct;  that  no  bill  has  been 
presented  nor  claim  made  IhereCBr,  nr  the  payment  of  mcIi 
work  or  malatials,  or  &c  any  part  or  item  of  nich  work  or 
materials,  except  as  ihercio  stated;  and  if  such  bill  has  beoi 
theretofore  pre«entpd,  or  sudi  claim  has  been  theretofore 
made  for  the  whole,  or  any  part  thereof  it  shall  be  slated  to 
whom  or  what  l«ianl,  liody  or  coramission  it  w.is  presented 
or  maili',  the  time  or  tuui-s  ilu  rvol,  and  the  .ution  of  such 
person.  Iioartl,  hoily  or  coiiiniiision  thereon,  ami  wlicn  such 
action  was  taken. 

In  no  county  of  the  State  is  the  law  tourhint;  tlie  i)rc<«ni 
lation  and  payment  of  claims  to  the  iloani  of  Supervisor- 
more  strictly  or  more  properly  guarded  than  m  Alluny 
County. 

Blanks  for  VaRincATiON. — ^Tbe  Qerk  of  the 
Board  prepares  a  printed  blank  ibm  of  verification. 


t  1  lie  .ipjirovcd  li\  the  District  Attorney,  gialui- 
l<  lusly  to  all  jwrsons  demanding  the  same. 

Pkockkuings  10  BE  1'rintkd. — 'Hie  pn.ceodings 
of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  most  be  printed  and 
distributed  under  the  direction  of  the  derk  within 

the  time  mentioned  for  the  printing  and  diatlibution 

i>l  tiie  .iliires.iid  accounts. 

I'ay.mkxt  of  Ten  Dollars. — ^Upon  payment  of 
ten  dullarh  to  the  County  Treasurer  of  the  coimQr 
any  tax-payer  may  have  for  one  year  a  printed  copy 
of  the  pro<  rcilin),'s  of  the  Board,  .tnd  of  the  printed 
bills  as  tliey  are  from  time  to  tune  distnbtiled. 
and  at  the  times  above  descritied  for  their  delivery 
tu  the  members  of  the  lioard.  delivered  to  him  at 
some  place  to  be  designateil  by  him,  and  within 
one  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  place  where  the 
Board  holds  its  mcetinRs. 

Pkr.soxs  K.xKMi'TKi). — None  of  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  be  held  to  effect  the  salaries  of  county 
officeiBt  or  the  mode  or  manner  in  which  payment 
is  made,  nor  the  wages  of  the  laborers  of  the  Ci^ 
of  Albany.  None  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
apply  to  the  employment  of  toun.sel  to  aid  the  Dis- 
trict .Attorney  in  any  legal  matters  in  which  the 
county  is  interested  when  such  employment  is  by 
authority  of  law, 

|-ATKMiIX(;  PdWKKSOK  Ix)CAL  I.KGISL.V  I  ION.  The 

at  t  it  1875,  conferring  on  Bi^nirds  of  Supervisors 
funiier  local  powers  of  legislation  and  adminisira- 
tion,  and  regulating  the  compensation  oi  .^ti|ier- 
visorR»  was  amended  by  an  act  of  the  Lcagpaiatun^ 
passed  .\pri I  10.  1882;  but  the  Cotinties  of  Albany, 
New  \'ork.  Kensschur.  K;ni:s.  Oneida  :iiid  Krie 
were  exemj'led  from  llie  ametidmetils  of  tlial  acL 

SUPERVISOIIS  ANn  niSTRICT  ATlHUtXE^Tt. 
The   aCtofM«y22,  I>vSj,  cmpowiTS  the  I)i*trict  Altor;iry 

of  any  county  in  which  a  capital  cane  is  to  be  tried,  with  the 
approval  in  writing  ol  IkeCaim^  Judge  of  the  eoonty.  which 
tbaU  fint  be  filed  hi  Hw  Coontv  Cterk'k  oOce.  to  cmpfoy 
oomael  lo  amirt  him  on  rach  trials,  at  the  cost  and  espeaae 
of  tiie  eoonty,  after  befaie  audited  br  the  Board  of  Sapcr> 
vi«irM  of  the  cooniy  in  which  the  indictment  on  the  case  was 
found;  and  the  nmoant  shall  be  asKssed,  levied  and  collected 
by  the  Hoard  of  Supervisors  of  snch  county  at  its  next  annual 
assessment,  levy  and  collection  of  county  taxes  after  such 
services  shall  have  been  performed,  and  thereupon  paid  to 
tbe  party  entided  to  the  suae. 

CiifVTY  Th'itniN'r.s.  S  ime  of  the  jiro\isions  of 
the  act  of.Xpnl  3.  iS4'y.  art-  modilied  by  the  act  ol 
May  28,  1884  (as  v\<:ll  as  some  acts  previoUS  lO 
this  dale  ),  especially  in  that  it  requires 

Deuded  statemenis  to  be  made  and  proposab  for  doitw 
work  and  faniishing  good«  for  any  coaaty  boildinga.  tt 
tflnclB  the  form  of  the  proposals,  sad  (hat  Hmy  shaO  be 
presented  to  the  County  Treasnm-;  define*  the  dntietof  Ac 
Coonty  Treasurer  toodiine  the  mme,  and  in  case  he  ahaO 
refuse  In  order  the  materials  to  be  furnished,  or  the  work  to 
W  dime,  under  any  of  the  proposals,  on  the  ^pxwnds  that  the 
work  is  unnecessary,  or  that  its  expense  is  not  a  county 
charge,  or  that  be  has  reason  to  bdieve  that  any  Iraud  is 
liein>{  practit  fd  upon  the  county  connected  with  it,  he  shall 
Kive  the  county  oltn  cr  ot  jK^rsoii  m.ilviiig  the  rr<|ui.^ttii>n,  and 
alw  to  any  tax  payer  tilini;  wish  him  written  oliji-ttion?  to 
his  v;rantin^  an  older  in  work  or  ni.i'.eri.iN,  w  [iiti.'n  notice, 
ot  a  time  and  place  within  ten  ilays  alter  receiving  the  re- 
quisition, when  the  matter  will  be  brought  to  the  attention 
<A  the  County  Judge.  The  act  then  defines  the  duties  of 
tiha  Comity  J«M  as  to  hearing  asatler  and  tWags  coa- 
•aelsd  flMrnrMi  and  te  tima  and  place  «f  haariag  aad 
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within  what  time  hi-;  ante  Or  dedmon  in  the  matter  shall  be 
Bade,  and  pmviilf*  for  an  appeal  to  the  General  Tcnn  of 
tiM  SiiprcMK'  CDiirt  from  his  order  or  ju<lv;mcnt. 

It  lU'linci  ihij  tliilie*  of  ofTiLcrs  luiviiii;  iliari.;i-  of  county 
Uuililin^s  ii:  the  Cimnty  of  Alhany.  in  ri  L;urd  to  the  work  of 
su]x-i intr-Ti'lini;  repairs  or  alteration-,  t'l  l<'  nunlc  liy  them  on 
sui  h  It  rcndcm  it  i)lils).Mtiiry  <n\  hiin  In  juper- 

ilttcml  Mivh  w«irk.  It  detiiies  the  dutie»  of  the  trrasurcr 
of  Albany  County  in  regard  to  the  payment  of  bills  for  such 
worki;  and  if  the  treasurer  refutes  to  pay  uiy  bill  for  fur> 
atlhiic  material  or  doing  such  work,  nadar  nt  pcwiripw 
of  ttis  act,  the  partiea  not  paid  may  |jreiait  tteir  Heouot 
to  the  Board  of  Sapcrviaon  of  the  Comty  in  the  form  and 
maimer,  and  with  Uie  verificationa  required  by  the  law  we 
have  ahready  quotad.  •  vcriiied  dauB  ttwiciD^  tMacking 
thereto  a  copy  of  dn  detailed  ihHemen*  awde  fa  leipect 
thereto,  etc.,  etc 

ExnutSK  LuiiTKD  BY  Act.— No  expenae  exceeding  two 
Inndnd  doDen  fa  amount  thaD  be  incurred  during  any  oih< 
period  of  ik  menths,  from  January  first  or  July  first,  in  any 
year,  for  aav  one  alteration  or  rqnir,  or  iat  allenUions  or 
repairs  of  tne  same  character  to  or  fa  conmertioo  with  any 
one  building,  or  except  for  fuel,  or  any  material-;,  or  Mipplies 
of  the  same  gtmeral  character  or  class,  to  or  in  cuinicction 
with  the  use  of  any  one  building,  onlcM  it  shall  have  been 

previouOy  authorized  bf  »  Boud  Cf  SttpW »iiete OC  Uw 
County  of  Alli.iny. 

'1  he  att  m.iVi^  Jtronj;  regulations  in  re^;;inl  (<i  any  sla- 
tionfry  nr  printing  of  any  kind,  nicludint;  Ul.ink  f  irms  us<.sl 
hi  the  Surrcvate  s  ;ind  Diitiiir  Atlcrniy's  office*. 

It  directs  that  the  salaric*  ot  the  Mcndicis  of  the  Boant  of 
Snpcrvisors  of  Albany  County  shall  be  paid,  one-half  there- 
of OQ  December  first  tn  each  year,  and  the  other  haU  at  the 
time  of  final  adjoammont  mm  ^tv,  every  Cdlaeaakm  of  said 
Board.  It  alao  directf  Oat  the  provisbm  ol^  the  act  iball 
net  andy  to  die  Fenitaitiajy,  Abniboase,  OeCi^  Hall  fa 
the  Cify  of  AUMajr,  or  to  ne  care,  repun,  aneradem  or 
■unagment  thenaC 

We  have  now  given  the  statutory  ami  It^al  his- 
tor}  lit' the  Board  id' Sui>ervist)rs  of  Alhany  County. 
In  it  will  be  found,  substantiaUr,  all  the  important 
acts  the  Legialatttre  conceming  the  powers  and 
duties  of  these  Supcnisnrs  from  the  nrf,'anization 
of  the  State  ( ii  ivemnieiit  down  to  the  pre-seiit  time. 
It  is  interesting'  to  observe  how  ihose  powers  and 
diitie>  ^'r.iiiuaily  extended  and  widened  out  I'roni  a 
mere  Board  of  County  am!  Town  Audit  into  a  !e^'- 
nlative  body  which  has  taken  fiom  the  State  Leg- 
islature a  very  large  part  of  its  powers  to  enact 

lorai  laws  toueliint;  towns  in  the  County.  Tlie-e 
powers  having  been  tonferreil  u|K)n  the  Board  of 
Suj^ervisors  from  time  to  lime. 

Owing  to  the  loss  and  parii.al  dcttniction  of 
many  of  the  records  containing  the  proceedings  of 
the  Br)ard  <^»f  Supervisors,  we  have  found  it  vcrj- 
difficult  and  in  some  cases  impnssihle,  to  prejtarc 
a  coniiet  tt'd  histor\  nf  it-,  pn  k  eedint;s.  We  find 
liut  little  history  of  the  Siip<  i  visors,  from  the  adojH 
tion  of  the  first  Constitution  to  181.H.  We  arc  only 
able  to  give  a  list  of  the  Supervisoia  from  thai 
period  to  1861.    From  diat  time  we  are  enabled  to 

ffive  a  condensed  history  of  the  prcxreedingS  of  the 
Board  down  to  and  im  iiuimj^  1884. 

LIST  OF  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SEVERAL  BOARDS 
FKM  THB  VBAR  iSiS  TO  1160^  INCLUSIVE. 

1818. 

Citar  Finlwaid  GeoifB  Shcnaid. 

aeoQBBwani jonn  vanacnam. 

Third  want   Nicholaa  Bteechcr. 

Vowlh  «avd...  

Pifthwaid  faaacf^Tcr. 


Toenu. 


Towns. 


Town* 


City. 


Towna... 


City  


Towns. 


City.... 


Towns,  •  •  .Hciue 


.Kcrnc  ..•....•«.  John  Jost  Dictx. 

Iklhlehcm   ,Mi><<->  De  I>iin(;. 

Coevmans  .Arcliitwlil  Stevens. 

("iiiifderland   William  MeKown. 

Ken-ol.iervBte   Asa  Colvanl. 

Watcrvliet   John  Schuylqf,  Jr. 

\Ves!erlo  

John  Schuyler,  Jr.,  Moderator. 

1819. 

Fifit  wanl   (iciirv;e  Sliepunl. 

Second  wanl   TOiri  \'.in  >chaick. 

Tliir.l  wanl   Nn  holas  Hleecher. 

Fourth  ward   I'eter  Boyd. 

Fifth  waiti  jMi.M.Qiiacke 

.Berne  Gideon  Taher. 

BetMebeoi  David  Barbana. 

Coeynam.  JohnN.  Hnyck. 

GuildeHsnd  WDliam  McKown. 

Kens-<-lacrv3ltw   Fli  Hutchinswo. 

Watcrvliet   lohn  Schuyler.  Jr. 

Weaterlo   William  Wbecfer. 

John  Sdiuyler,  |r .  Moderator. 

1820. 

First  ward,  James  La  Grange. 

Secoitd  ward. .......... .  Kaae  Hamilton. 

Thin!  ward   NklioLis  Bleeeker. 

Fourth  ward.......   lienjaniiti  KnowcT. 

Filth  ward.......   l<iat  1.  Krver. 

.Heme      .    ( lideon  Talx-r. 

Hclhlehem  I>»vid  Burh.-ins. 

Cocymans  . . ."  lohn  N.  Hujrck. 

Guilderlaml   William  McKown. 

kaia-sclacrville   Eli  llntchinttoM. 

Watervliet  John  Sdmler,  Jr. 

WcBterlo  ^heslw 

Joha  Schuyler,  Jr.,  Modeiatar. 

18S1. 

Ftr»t  ward  J caae  \ 

Seoondwafd  Iiaac  Hamilton. 

ThM  wild   Nichohw  Bleccker. 

Fonrth  ward   Alex.nnder  Davidson. 

Filth  ward....  Jno-  N-  <jn.ulenliush. 

,B«Tne  M.ilathi  Whipple. 

Bethlehem   Henry  L.  Mead. 

Coeymans  lohn  N.  Huvck, 

(iuildcrlami   William  McKown. 

Kcnssclaerville  Eli  Hutchinson. 

Watervliet  John  Schuyler,  Jr. 

Wettcrlo   Motes  Smith. 

John  Sdhaykr,  Jr.,  Uodcrator. 

1888. 

First  wanl  John  J.  Ostrandcr. 

Second  wanl...........  Isaac  Haniiltim. 

Third  w:\rd   Nicholas  Bleecker. 

Fotirlli  ward   Alexamlcr  Davidson. 

Fifth  ward   Inn.  N.  Onackc-nbush. 

,  Berne   ^csse  W.xkI. 

Itcthlehem   William  .\.  SilL 

Goeymans    Israel  Shear. 

Guiklcrland  William  McKowH. 

Knos  Maladd  WUppla. 

RcoMdaervllle  NiflHaU  RHer. 

WatarvKet  Mm  Sdmier.  Jr. 

Weatnlo  Thaam  Sinidi. 

JokDSchoylrr.  Jr.,  Moderaior. 

182S. 

First  ward   Isaac  Dcnnistoa. 

Second  ward  Jehn  F.  \ 

Third  ward  c.  _  ^ 

Foortfa  watd  WilUam  MaydL 

nftfawaid  Tw».N.-  • 

 Jesse  Wood. 

  William  M. 

CosTnaas  iHadShean 
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Taww  ...OoiidaiMld  ,  William  McKown. 

Kdok   Malachi  Whipple. 

Rennelaervillc   Nathaniel  Rider. 

WaiervlieL  John  Schuyler,  Jr. 

Wwtorio   D.J.D;.  VcrpUack. 

John  Scbuykr,  Jr.,,Modiniar> 

18M. 

 First  ward  Tunes  McKown. 

Seoood  w»rd  uucUuniltoD. 

TUrdwwd  Twpli  Vaa  Vadrtn, 

PonrA  wsfd , 

Fifth  wanl  liio.II.< 

Town*...  Berne  

Bethlehem.  WdHun  N.  SOL 

Cooman*  bnd  Shear. 

Guildcrland  William  McKown. 

Knox.   Malachi  Whipple. 

RcnssclaerviUe... I.saac  Gardiner. 

W.it,  rvliet.  LucasG.  Whitlicck. 

Wcscerlo   D.  I.  D.  VetpUack. 

Ttmiii  Vaa  V«^laB,  Modmiar. 

ISM. 

Ci4r>.....Flnt  ward.........  J 

Second  ward............  l^^aac  Hamilton. 

Third  w»rd,...,,. ......  Nicholas  BUx-ckcr. 

FoLiitli  w:»rd..., .....»,.  Peter  ll.nn. 

Pitt!)  »aril   .....  Jno.  N. ',Hiackeiibu5h. 

Towna  Heme.  .   James  D.  Gardiner. 

Bcthli  hcni   William  N.  Sill. 

Coe\'nians   Israel  Shear. 

GuiMerlatid   George  Batterman. 

KaoK....  Eraitu*  WiOiaiaa. 

HfimdMHllte   Toihua  GatdiDer. 

WatenrUet  lj«ca»  G. 

Wetterlo   Mo«e8  Smith. 

John  N.  Ouackenbuah,  Uodenlor. 

1886. 

Ciljr  Fhitwaid   Tames  McKown. 

Seoood  ward   Isaac  Hamilton. 

Third  ward   Nicholas  Klcecker. 

Foorthward.   William  Mayell. 

Fifth  waid.   Jno.  N.  (,>uackenbash. 

Towns. ...  Berne   lamf.  I)  Cardincr. 

Bethlehem........   M.iit!u  w  IIuIUk  k 

Coermaaa.   Al>rahan)  \  ciplanck. 

Guilderland  ............  George  B«tterni.-in. 

Ktiox   Egbert  Schoonmakcr. 

RcnssclaerviUe   Wlicelcr  Watson. 

Watervliet   Lucas  G.  Whitlxick. 

Wfltf crioba  •«••>•••••••>  HcDiy Ifecn* 

1887. 

G^.  First  ward  Barent  P.  SlaaU. 

Seoood  ward   Isaac  Hamilton. 

TkMwwd.  MifhnlwBlwrhg. 

Fomth  ward.....  WffiaaillaydL 

Filth  ward...  Jno. N. Ouackenhosh. 

TOWBS  Berne   Chester  Willi.*. 

Bethlehem   Manhew  llulUxk. 

CMvmans   Ahcaham  \'er]>Unck. 

Guildt-rland    Gewgc  liattcrman. 

Knox   Ktjbcrt  Sihoonmakcr. 

Rcns*«.Lu  rville   Wheeler  WatMO. 

W.%tervliL-t   Francis  Lansing. 

Wcsterlo   Heory  Peer*. 

jfliit  TH,  QmdwnbMh,  MMcntar. 

Qty  Fir-t  w.ii.l   Harcnt  r  Pt^iau. 

S<-H)n:l  M.ir.!  William  Synmur. 

Third  ward   Nichola".  liit-cvker. 

Fourth  ward   William  Mayell. 

Fifth  ward   Jno.  N.  <,»uacki-i)l)ush. 

Towns.... Bone   Henry  H.  Uiwson. 

Bethld>em  Gertit  liogan. 


TDinii....t'<Kvmanii  Abnham  Verj.lanck. 

t  iuililcrl-ind   George  ISattcrman. 

Knox   E^licrf SchoanmakCT. 

kcnssclacrville  Joseph  Connor. 

Watervliet   Francis  Laomhi. 

WeHcrio  Thomaa  Jenkt. 

John  M.  Qiu^i  u.-nUiish,  Modenlor. 

1889. 

City  FInt  wild.  Barent  P.  Staats. 

Tliird  wRfd.. ........ . 

Pourtfi  ynCA  Joaeph  Akxaoder. 

Fifth  wnnL  Jno.  N.QaackMibadb 

Towns. . . . BCTBB  .\n>ert  Gallup. 

..........  J.in)c5  Alcxaniler. 

...........  Andrew  Whi«l>eck. 

 Georgi"  ll-ittc  rni.i'i . 

Knox   Egbert  Schoonmakcr. 

KensMlaerrille.,,,,.... .  Joseph  Connor. 

Watervliet   Francis  Lansing. 

Weslerlo   Thomas  Jenks. 

John  N.  (^uackeubuali.  Moderator. 

1880. 

City  FInt  ward  Bwort  P.Stelh' 

Second  ward  tadah  Wtaaali. 

Thkd  ward.  Mcholas  Bleecker. 

Fourth  ward...........  Stephen  Fowler. 

Fifth  ward  Jno.  N.  Ouackenbuah. 

Towns...  .IVnie  Henry  H.  Lawson. 

Bethlehem ......  .......  James  Alexander . 

Coeymans Andrew  Whilbeck. 

Guifilrrl.Mid   George  Itaitcmian. 

KiiM\   Kt;iiirt  St  hoonmaher. 

Kciisselacrvillu ..........  Joiui  Niles. 

Watervliet., ....  ........  Francis  Lansing. 

Wcstcrto   Peter  Omlerdonk. 

John  N.  Qunckoibnih,  Chaimn. 

1831. 

City  First  ward   Barent  P.  Staats. 

Snond  wiad....w  William  Sennow. 

TUr^nsd,  Mchoiu  Btacker. 

Faai4linM............  LenmdStHle. 

Fifth  ward  Robert  Sheparl 

Towns.... Bcine  .'   Malachi  Whipple. 

Bethldian   U-oiuinl  ('.'r<':i  I'yck. 

Coermans   Andrew  Wliitlx-i  k. 

Guilderland......  ......  Aaron  Livin^st' in. 

Knox   Egbert  Schoonmakcr. 

K<-nsscl.ier\ illf.  ........  lolin  Nili-s, 

Watervliet   Vr.in.  i^  lansing. 

Westerlu.   c'h,iriri  Hyndaw. 

Nichola.'i  Bleecker,  Chairman. 

Ill  thi-s  year  Supei^isor  Staats  made  a  motion 
dial  thf  Hoani  .shuuld  agree  to  a  resolution,  with  a 
recital,  which  was  read  and  unanimoiuly  agreed  to, 
and  H  in  tbe  woidt  following;  to  wit : 

Wherras,  James  Van  Ingen,  the  present  Clerk  of  this 
Board,  wa»  aupotnted  to  that  office  on  the  6th  day  of  Octo- 
her.  i<a7,  fate  fooaof  Japob  Bhodyvlr.,  Es^diMnisii, 
and  haaonanhwMHqr  uylluieu  nsGkncevtr  mnnbap. 
pointnMiL  md  has  wdfannly  given  ssiiifectioa  to  Ac  sev- 
eral Boards  of  Sopervton  whose  Ckric  hi  hns  bosn;  dm*- 
fore, 

Rfsohfdy  Th.it  the  said  James  Van  Ingcn  be  CQiHnwiBd 
aa  Clerk  to  tins  Boanl  iat  tlie  current  year. 

1838. 

Ci^  ..... .First  ward   Barent  P.  Staalb. 

Second  ward  John  L  Burton. 

Thiiil  ward   Nicholas  BIcocker. 

Fourth  ward  .Samud  S.  Fowler. 

Fifth  ward   Jno.  N.  Quackcnlnub. 

Towns  Heme   Maladii  Whipple. 

Bethlehem  Leonard  C.  T«n  Kydt. 

Cueyntans.....  Henry  MIss. 
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TWM. ...Gailderland   Aiiroii  Livingtton. 

Knox    !•  rcJcritk  Basslcr,  Jr. 

Renaclacrvillc   Nathaniel  kiilcr. 

WatervUct   Francis  Lansing. 

Wflrttrio.  ClHurIss  UyndflMik 

Jfllm  N.  Qoadtenbush,  Chatagua. 

ThooiMW.  Hums,  Clok. 

1888. 

Cl^  Untmid   Barent  P.  StaaU. 

SooDod  wud....  lokn  L  Burtoa. 

Third  wsvd*  jBgbcft  Eg[bcffli» 

Fnudtmnl  Samuel  S.  Fowler. 

FHth  ward  Tno.N.  Quickwilwih. 

T«»M....Baae....   I>AMiel  SimmoM. 

  William  N.  SdL 

  Henry  Nilt-s. 

.......  ..  1  liii^.  H.ittcrman. 

Knox    Kredctick  ISasslcr,  Jr. 

Is'cw  Si'i:l.itiil  James  KcM. 

Rcii'wUtTville.   Nnth.itn\-1  RiikT. 

Walervliet   .  Joi  n  C.  si  liuyler. 

Weuerk)  Aiithouy  .Miller. 

Jokn  K.  Quckcnbush,  Chiimn. 

1884. 

City  Pint  ward   Angus  McBufflc 

SMoadwart!   IcIiaImxI  L.  Judton. 

Tldrdward   Egbert  Egbettt. 

FourthMrd  DwiidWaoat. 

FUA  wMd  John  Vu  Now.  Jr. 

T(nnw....Bciae   Lawrence  Van  Dbmh. 

,   iMnardG.Toi^k. 

,   Utriiry  Niks. 

 (.  hris.  BattemOB. 

Knox   !•  rc<lcrick  BimIct. 

New  Siotlaml  James  kcid. 

Ki-n>selacrviUe   CharK'^i  I.,  Mulford. 

Walervliet....  .........  John  C.  Stluiylcr. 

Wekterlo   .  .  Anthony  Miller. 

IC.  Tm  ^rck.  Chairman. 

llenuu)  C.  Whdplcy,  Clerk. 

isse. 

Cify  nnrwafd  Ste{)hen  Paddock. 

Sjcoond  watd  John  I.  Burton. 

Third  ward   Kv;l)crt  E^jterL-;. 

Fourth  waid   Samuel  b.  Fowler. 

Fifth  ward. . ........  RotaKti 

Towns.... Berne   bmot  G. 

Bethlehaoi.....   uuA 

ONnrmsBS   ComcMus  VMMtarwB. 

Uuilderland   ('hri  BottsnBUk 

Knox   1  r.  Krick  BMiler. 

New  Scotland......  ....  Jamc:>  Keid. 

Rcnssclacr\'illo,. ....... .  Charles  L.  Mulford. 

\Valcr\lict     John  C  Schuyler. 

\Vi-.tcrlo   l).iviil  WiMfsU-r. 

Samuel  S.  Fowler,  Chairman.      Calvin  Pepper,  Clerk. 

1838. 

Ci^  ,,, . .  .Fir>t  ward  ............  Slc[ihtii  Paddock. 

St  couJ  ward. .  John  1.  Burton. 

Third  ward   Egliert  EglxTts. 

Kourlh  ward  ,   IVIit  P.  ^laals. 

Fifth  ward   Iiio.  N.  (^hiackcnbush. 

ToWtW. ..  litrne   Moses  Piltlcn. 

Bethlehem  X'""^  ^'snds. 

Coevmaiij  Cornelius  Van  Dcnee. 

Gttttdaflnad   Chris.  Bsttennaii. 

Knox  FMerlck  llassler. 

Rcnsselacrvilb   Jame*  Reid. 

Watcrvliet  John  C.  Stbaylsr. 

WoMerlo  tteTid  Wooster. 

John  N.  Qnaekoibiiih,  ChuraMHi. 

1887. 

Ci^'  Fink  ward  Chris.  W.  Bender. 

Second  ward  Henri  Kaaf, 

n 


City  Third  ward   Mend  Humphrqr. 

Fourth  ward  Peter  P.  Staat*. 

Fifth  ward   llarmanV.  Hart. 

Towns  ..  fiemc   Musts  Patten. 

Bethleheot  Tuus  B.  Wande. 

Coevaiaas  ComoUos  Van  Dcnee. 

Goilderfauid  Chris.  \ 

Knox  Ftadeiidt] 

New  ScoUaad  Tames  Reid. 

Ren$«elaerville  Samuel  Nile«. 

Wali  Tvliet  John  C  Schnvlcr. 

We.urlo   William  BanOey. 

Christopher  Uattcnnao,  Chaimsa. 

CaMn  Pepper,  Jr.,  Cleifc. 

1888. 

City  First  ward  Chris.  W.  Bender. 

Second  ward   Haz.icl  K.inc. 

Third  ward   Friend  Humphrey. 

F'ourth  ward......  Ch.irlr-  A.  Kc-eler, 

Fifth  ward   <iile>  S.iiuls  ird. 

Towns. ...  Berne    Mt>>c^  Patten. 

Bethlehem   Joshua  \i .  Babtock. 

Comians   Jonas  Shear. 

Goifdertand  Chris.  Battenaaa. 

KwH  BihertScihoonnnker. 

New  Scodaad   Tuns  Reid. 

Rensselaervfllo  .*..  Lottis  U.  Dntaa. 

Watert'lict  Jeremiah  Scfcavlcr. 

Wesiedo  William  BentWy. 

«  Chairman. 

Calvia  Pepper,  Jr.,  Cktk. 

1880. 

City  Firet  ward  Chris.  W.  Bender. 

Second  ward   William  NewtOO. 

Third  ward   George  Dexter. 

Fourth  ward  Henry  Creenc. 

Fifth  ward  Gile^  S,iiidl(ir<l. 

Towns  Heme  John  Warner. 

Itt  lhlelKMi  Joshua  F.  Balxodc. 

CocymanH   Jon.TJi  Shear. 

Uuilderland   (  liri-.  lUtlciman. 

Knoa   Eglxrrt  Sehouiiiuaker. 

NewScodead  Aaron  Van  Schsiek. 

Renseelaervflle  Louis  M.  Dayton 

Watervliet  Cilhcrt  L  Van  Zaadt. 

Wcsterlo  ZdamHitdioodE. 

Chrislof>her  Batteffltaa,  Chakmaa. 

1840. 

City  Pint  ward   Chris.  W.  Bender. 

Seoendwaid   William  Newtao. 

TUrd  ward....  George  Dexter. 

F0111&  ward...........  Ilcnry  Grcoaa. 

Ptth  ward  Daniel  D.  Shaw. 

Towns. ...Berne   lacob  Settle. 

Bethlehem   Abner  Udell. 

Coeymana  Jonas  Shear. 

Guilderiaad   Henry  Sloan. 

Knox   Potter  Gage. 

Nt  u  Si  I  il.ind..   .  .  Aaron  Van  .Vh.iick. 

Ktn^seiacrvilla.......  .    Ji'^-pli  (  niinijr, 

Watervliel.   Oill  vrt  I.  \  an /.andt. 

Westerlo.   /«lum  Hittlicock. 

ChifMapher  W.  Bender,  Chairman. 

Calvin  Pepper,  Jr.,  Ckrk. 

1841. 

Cl^.  1  11^1  ami  ■x-cond  waids. .  Andrew  Moore. 

I  hird  ward   Chris.  W.  Bender. 

Fourth  ward   Horace  Mcech. 

Fifth  ward  George  Dexter. 

Sixth  ward. ............         *  Prara. 

Sevendi  ward   Daald  D.  Shaw. 

Eighth  ward  Janws  A.  Putnam. 

Nmtk  and  Tcadi  wards. .  John  D.  LiringslMi. 

Towaa, . .  .Benrn  Jacob  Settle. 

   AhncrUddL 
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Tl0«llt....C0MMHW.   r.arrct  Wl.it'.icck. 

Ggflderiind   Henry  Slwin. 

Xbok  Ijptt«rG«Ke. 

New  Scotland  WllBuii  Murphy. 

Reiniehwi'taid  Ben  nmin  E.  Mackey. 

Waterrfiflt.  Gilbert  I.  Van  Zandt 

Woteilo.....  VmX.  W.  RosckianU. 

Chiliianbir  W.  Bendtr,  Chairman. 

C.  J.  Cnyler,  Clerk. 

184J). 

Ci^  Fint  and  Second  ward*. .  Andrew  Mooitb 

Third  wan!  W.J.  Fryer. 

Fourth  ward  Horace  Meech. 

Fifth  ward   Eliiha  \V.  Skinner. 

.Sixth  wan i  .  ....  Samuel  Pruyn. 

Seventh  ward   I  >.anic!  1  >.  Sliaw. 

Eighth  wan!   ...  W.  14.  StaiiUm. 

Ninth  .and  Tcntli  ward.^. .  tlcor^je  Travt r. 

TOWM  Beme     Hcni  y  T.  Ilevoe. 

Bethlehem  jVtid.  Vanderbeydcn. 

Coeymans  Garret  W'hilbccfc. 

Guilderland  Peter  Stutfcr. 

MMrSeoltaid.  WiUin  lliufhjr. 

Rmk....  Alexander  CMMttM. 

Rensselaerville   Benjamin  E.liidiMr. 

WatervUet  GObert  I.  Van  Zudt 

Wcatetlo   Fixxl.  H.  Rosekranir. 

GflbtrtL  Vaa  Zudt,  Chairman. 

Jacub  M.  Shuttk,  Clerk. 

1648. 

Ci^  First  woA  Seeond  waids. .  Tdha  HdBvev. 

Third  ward  SlqilMoVuiSdnkk. 

Fourth  ward  Levi  ChiBum. 

FtHh  ward  Elbha  W.  SUnner. 

Sixth  ward  Samuel  Pruyn. 

Seventh  ward   David  Martin. 

Kighth  ward   Heman  A.  Kay. 

Ninth  and  Tenth  wardl..  William  II.  IVndcr. 

Towns. . . .  1 

IV  thlehfni   And.  Vandcrhi ydcn. 

C ocynian.s   Garrut  Wliitbcck. 

tniil  irrland   I'ctcr  Sliavcr. 

Kiiiix:   Alexander  Crounse. 

New  Scotland  William  Murphy. 

KanMStMrsllh  lamn  G.  Caaik. 

W«lcn«et  GlIfaertL  VaaZtadt 

Wototo   Abram  Griffin. 

Gitbert  L  Van  Zaadt,  Chairman. 

Joseph  P.  S^;sbee^  Ckrk. 

1844. 

City  First  ward  John 

Sacand  ward  nIarP.! 

TUnl  ward  Cluuka  A-neVbteat 

Foutlli  ward.. •.••••••«*  Horaioa Maadh. 

Fifth  ward   William  Tborbore. 

Sixth  ward   Samuel  Pravn. 

Seventh  ward .. .........  Geor|^  W.  Welch. 

Eighth  ward  Heman  A.  Far. 

Ninth  ward  Bradford  R.  Wood. 

Tenth  ward.............  Jesse  Bud. 

Towns  Heme   <)Har  lyKr. 

IVlhlehcni  And.  \andcrheyden. 

CtK  Vinans  John  Mead. 

( miklcrUiul   Peter  Shaver. 

Kno.t  Charles  Chccsbro. 

Mew  Scotland  William  Murphy. 

Je   .Shadrach  L  Porter. 

 GflhertLVanZandt 

 AfaraluHn  GriSn. 

Gilbert  I.  Van  Zandt,  Chairman. 

Jacob  P.  Si|*ee,  CkdE, 

184». 

Cit^  .fbatwnid   WJBian Chaaxben. 

flacBod  wavd. .........  Peter  P.  Staala. 

ThMwaid.......  JohnC.  Waid. 


C3kf,  .....  Fourth  ward   I  loracc  Mccch. 

Fifth  ward   William  Thorbum. 

Sjtfh  ward..  SaauiclFnm. 

Sevcttdi  waf d. Gooi|{a  W.  Welch. 

Eighdiward  HenuuiA.Far. 

Ninth  ward  Idtabod  L.  Jndaoa. 

Tenth  want  ............  Jacob  Henry. 

Towna...  .IWmc    John  Cn«1>y. 

Bethlehem   FranLis  I.  ShafCT. 

Coevmans, ............ .  John  Mead. 

( iiiifilei  land  ............  Peter  Shaver. 

Kiuix   Charles  Clu-e.st.^o. 

New  .Siotland. .  Ci«>iirii'  Mitlliia*. 

KemsclaerviUe.. ....... .  ValLiitiiiv  Ti  A.iweB. 

Watervliet   Thomas  lliUboosc 

Westerlo  Alinm  VrOOBNHI. 

Peter  P.  Staals,  Chairman. 

Ho^  Soot^  Claflt. 
1840. 

City  First  ward   Bernard  L>TJch. 

Second  ward......  Andrew  Moore. 

Third  ward   Silvester  F.  Shcpard. 

Fourth  ward   Charles  S.  Olmiitcad. 

Fifth  ward   Thomas  McMullen. 

Shtth  irard   Samuel  Pruyn, 

Sevealh  ward  J.  Van  ValkenfaorKh. 

Bgbtfa  ward.   VilliaBlfliMa. 

Nmth  ward  Isaac  KComiloGk. 

Tenth  waid   William  Beardalcy. 

ToWM.... Berne  '.  Samuel  H.  l^ttrfa. 

Bethlehem  John  McHarg. 

Coc)Tnans   Elwdl  Blodget. 

( niilderLind   John  Fuller. 

Knox   D.ivi  1  \  .III  Aukeiu 

New  Scotland  ..........  ("o'  nr.Ki  M.itbias. 

Renssclacrville..........  XaUnlm-    1  riailwcll. 

Watervliet   I  .ilbert  1.  Van  ZandU 

Gilbert  1.  Van  Zaudt,  Chairman. 

Peter  SetdCi  Ckrk. 

1847. 

Ci^  First  ward.    Bernard  Lynch. 

Second  ward   Brown  S.  SpenciT. 

Third  ward   Syh  ester  S.  Shepard. 

Fourth  ward   Cl).nl<-s  S.  Oluistead. 

Fifth  ward   Coijiir.id  .K.  Ten  Kyck. 

Sijitli  «  ard   Samuel  Pruyn. 

Seventh  ward   Parker  Sarecnt. 

^hthward.-.  Oliver  Wallaca. 

Ninth  ward...  Christopher  Adaaa. 

Tenth  ward  Adam  Van  Allen. 

ToWM....Beme   Samuel  H.  Datrta. 

Bethlehem  John  McHarg, 

CoevmanJ   Elwdl  Blodget 

GaiMcrland  John  Fuller. 

Knox   Davul  Van  Auken. 

New  Scotland   Robert  Taylor. 

Ren^sclaervitle   S.  M.  HalUnt<eck. 

Watervliet   Archibald  A.  Duokifi. 

Westcrlo   AvoyStode. 

Charles  S.  Ohnstcad,  Chairman. 

PstcF  Scitlt^  Otilb 

* 

Cto  Fhstward   Richard  Parr. 

Second  ward...   Matthew  McMahoM. 

Third  ward   Tohn  Hurdis. 

Fourth  w.ud   IVanklin  Townaend. 

Fifth  war  d   Willum  White. 

Sixth  waiil   .Samuel  Prutrn. 

Seventh  ward  Clewge  W.  Weldi. 

Bghth  ward   Oliver  WaOaflBu 

Ninth  ward  James  A.  TktmaR. 

Ttadiward  Adam  Van  Alkii. 

Toww....Bem  John  J.  BonidiH. 

Bethlehem   laseatiairHaad. 

Co^Baoa  lohn  V«b  T 
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Tow....G«ildajiiid   UeobJ^njwr. 

Knox   Pcrei  Fink,  Jr. 

Nf.K  S.xtliii.J   Rohcrl  Taylor. 

Kcr«->clacrvillc   Slephcn  Hallenbeck. 

Watervlict   Archibald  A.  Dunlop. 

Westerio   Avery  Slade. 

Sumcinnijnit  Cliainaaa. 

Jum  F.  Wfadphr,  Cleik. 

1840. 

OwOnB  WflTUa  «»a  •  IRUIiniCw 

Third  ward.............  John  Hurdis. 

Fourth  ward  Franklin  Townsend. 

Fifth  ward  William  White: 

Sixth  ward  Samuel  Pruyn. 

Seventh  ward  losiah  PatterMn. 

Eighth  ward  4*"***  ^Xncb. 

Ninth  ward  v«.  Richard  J.  Grant 

Tenth  waid  Joshua  (;'.  Corlell. 

Towu  IVme   Paiiiel  G.  Fisher. 

Bcllilchcm. ...  Jeremiah  Mead. 

Cocymaus  John  Van  Dcrzcc 

Guildcrland   Jacob  J.  I-rycr. 

Knox   Pere*  Frink. 

MevSeslland   Robert  Tnlor. 

RattsekerriOe  WHUamAMy. 

Watenrliet  Gflbart  L  Vn  Zuidt 

Weiterio  QMStaiidi. 

SuBiid  Fknni.  ChuratB. 

James  ILWhdpIqr.CMc. 

1850. 

Q^.  First  ward  James  McCaffcry. 

Second  ward   M.ilthcw  McMahon, 

Third  ward  Charles  A.  l)c  Forest. 

Foorth  ward  Charles  S.  Olmstcad. 

F'ifth  ward  -William  White. 

S.\:h  ward. ...  .........  David  Martin. 

iicvciith  ward   Charles  II.  K.uklilT. 

Eighth  wani  Saimn  l  N.  rayii. 

Ninth  ward   W  illi.mi  McBnde. 

Tenth  ward  Joshua  G.  (  .ric!!. 

Towns, . .  .Ucntc   licnry  A.  Van  W  ic. 

BetUdiem  Jeremiah  Mead. 

Conmans   Nathaniel  Nifei. 

GaUditliad  EUjabSanni. 

Kbm  Lynaa  witien. 

New  Scotlvid......  John  McFwcn. 

Kcnssclacrrille  William  Aley. 

Watervliet  Gilbert  1.  Van  Zaadt 

Wcsterto  Cald)  Smith. 

Gilbert  L  Van  Zandt,  Chaimw. 

1861. 

City  First  ward   Philip  Foy. 

Second  ward  Mattfitw  Sl.M.ihon. 

Third  ward  John  A.  Sickles. 

Fourth  ward   Henry  C.  Southwick. 

Fifth  ward  Michael  Clark. 

Sixth  ward  J.V.P.QaidwBbuah. 

Seventh  ward   Chute HiDer. 

Eighth  ward  Oliver  Wallaoe. 

Ninth  ward.  baac  Vanderpoel. 

Tenth  ward  Adam  Van  Allen. 

Tomu  Berne  Henry  \.  Van  Wie. 

Bethlehem  Elias  Milbanks. 

Coevmans  Nathaniel  NUes. 

Guildcrland   Elijah  Spawn. 

Knox   l.vman  Witters. 

New  Scotland.....  John  McHwen. 

Rensselaervils.,.,.,....  Daniel  A.  M.ickey. 

Watenrliet   Archibald  A.  Dunlop. 

Wc!iterl.>   S«nacl  F.  PtowcB. 

Matthew  McMahon,  (  hainnao. 

OrviUc  H.  ChlMwMlni,  Ckffc. 

1808. 

 Flntwaid.  Philip  Foy. 


Ci^«.**«.Seoaiid  wsrda. ..<••...,.  John ItoyBBldei 

Third  ward  

Fourth  w.ui!  William  IViardman. 

Fifth  ward  Michael  Clark. 

SBtbwaid  Stephen  Lush. 

Sevcniiiward  Cbarica  Miller. 

l%bAniJ  ThomatGilleii 

MSkhvaid  Ten  La! 

Tenth  ward  Adam  Van  AQen. 

TbwM. . .  .licmc  hdoan  Ktag. 

Bethlehem  Elias  Milbaiilci. 

Coevmans   Willet  Serb. 

Guilderland   Wendell  Vine. 

Knox   .stt  phL-n  Meraeil^Jr. 

Nt-w  Scotlarnl. John  Mathias. 
keii-iS<jl.HTvillc. WilU.im  Alcy. 

Watervlict   lame*  H.  ISrisljin. 

W< -tctla  BuBiHl  F.  FowelL 

James  li.  Urtsbin,  Chairman. 

George  Wolfad,  Ctek. 

1853. 

City  First  ward  John  Lawless. 

Second  ward   John  Stuart. 

Third  ward  Alexander  Davidson. 

Foorth  ward.  William  BoarJnMui. 

Fifth  ward..  Mdad Ctarka. 

Sixth  ward  Stephen  Luah. 

Seventh  ward  Chariee  Miller. 

Eighth  ward   T^wrence  Dowd. 

Ninth  warii  ..JohnSager. 

Tenth  ward....   Andrew  H«her. 

ToWM.... Berne  Jackson  King. 

Bethlehem   George  F.  Imbric. 

Cocymaivs  WiUct  Scrls. 

Guildcrland  WcniicU  Vine. 

Knox   Stephen  Mcn«U^  Jr. 

New  Scotland.  John  Malhias. 

Kcn5.sclacr\'ille   Benjamin  Y.  Sayre. 

Water  vliet.  John  C.  Schuyler. 

WealBto   iteBadF.PmvelL 

Alenadcr  Dtavldaoa,  Chairman. 

George  WoUard,  Cleric 

1854. 

Ctty.  First  ward   John  Lawless. 

Second  ward   lames  Taylor. 

Third  ward   Peo. A. If.Bh^hart. 

Fourth  ward  Abram  Koonx. 

Fifth  ward   Midiacl  Clarke. 

Sixth  ward   Stephen  Lush. 

Seventh  warvl  John  Benson. 

Fighth  ward   William  K.  Scott. 

Ninth  ward.   William  Akr.ii  ie,  Jr. 

Tenth  wai'd   Andrew  Fisher. 

T«VBt....Berae    Silas  Wright. 

Bethkhem  John  Patterwo. 

Coeyauas  tianitWhItbeck. 

Gnuderlaad   George  Y.  Johnson. 

Knox   Henry  Barckley. 

Mew  Scotland  Wm.  Van  Allot. 

Rennelaervilla   William  Alcy. 

Walerviiet   Dillon  Itcebc. 

Werterlo   George  H.  Hcnllqr. 

Ahna  Xoonsy  Chi^nsB. 

George  WoUbrd,  Ckrk. 

1888. 

Cky  Font  ward  James  I^b. 

Second  w.ird   John  M.  Kimball. 

Thinl  w.»r  1    William  H.  Kicei. 

Fourth  ward.   1  Irnrv  Rector. 

Fifth  ward   .I'lm  K.  (..iv.tt. 

Sixth  ward   Jaiiie>  C.  Crix;kcr. 

Seventh  ward  Thomas  Earley. 

Eighth  ward  James  Jooes. 

NinA ward..... ........  Akmao fimco. 

TenOi  ward  B.  S.  De  Forsst 

Towns.. ..Bmw  SSai  Wright. 

 l«onaadG.TEa 
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ToinM....ComHn*   (.crrit  WhUljcck. 

GuuderUiKl  George  Y.  Johnson. 

Knox  Hcmy  Buckler- 

New  Scotland  P.  V.  W.  Bnoit. 

RemdaeniUe  Nonnaa  A.  Foid. 

Witcrrliet  Cflbot  L  Vu  Zandt. 

WolBto  G«oi^  H.  Bentley. 

GcanwY.MoMii,  ChiimiD. 

Georg*  WolfBfd,  Clerk. 

1869. 

^Cltjr  ..... .First  ward   lamos  I-amb. 

S;c<mil  ward...........  \\illiam  T.  Caldwell. 

Third  ward  William  \\.  Rice. 

Fourth  ward   ..  Aiinim  Ki>i>ru. 

Filth  ward   Robert  Kahy. 

Sixth  ward   David  V.  N.  Radcliff. 

Seir«nth  ward  Thomas  Earlcy. 

^^kwud  Thl^  Spencer. 

Tenth  wud   Ezra  A.  SutlifT. 

TiMmt.... Berne..  Samuel  H.  Davis. 

Bethlehem   Leonard  G.TcnEyck. 

Cocymans   Oerrit  Whitbeck. 

Gaiklerland  :.,  George  Y.  Johnson. 

Knox  ,  John  KecnfuOt/. 

New  Scotland   Ptter  V.  \V.  Brooks. 

Kcn-^sclacrviUc. ... ......  Nornian  A.  Ford. 

Watervtict  Gilbert  I.  Van  Zandt. 

\Ve8terl6  Abfihui  GriSn. 

Abraham  Koonz,  Chairman. 

WfiHaa  Alqr>  Clotk. 

18«7. 

Citr  Fiiat  ward  Wiilkm  Welch. 

Second  word  WflHaun  J.  Caldwdl. 

Third  ward......  Ukumu  O.  Wands. 

Fourth  ward  Imuk  Lcderer. 

Finh  «ard   Silas  6.  Hamilton. 

Si>.:[.  u  ird. .  1).  V.  N.  KailclilT. 

Sfviiitli  ward   Thuniis  Earlcy. 

Ei^;lith  ward   riiJiiui-,  I  •  oian. 

Ninth  waid   James  1),  \\'a.-aon. 

Tenth  ward   Charic*  L.  Aiwlin. 

Tovos. ...  Berne   Samuel  II.  Davis. 

Leonard  G.Tea  Ejrck. 
GerritWbitbeek. 

    HewT  Hilton. 

KaoK   TolmXcenholtz. 

New  ScoUand  James  SUngeriand. 

RenMelacrvHIe.  Norman  A.  Ford. 

Watcrvlict  WiUiun  J.  Wheeler. 

Westerlo   Abnun  GziSn. 

Choriee  L.  Anitio,  ChaimuB. 

WOttuB  Aky,  Ocrk. 

1888. 

Citar  Plot   William  Weldi. 

Seooad  «aid  CbaileaE.  White. 

Third  ward  ThooHS  a  Wandi. 

Fbnrili  wwd ft  AbBMi, Koom. 

Fifth  ward  SOas  B.  HauiHm. 

Sixth  ward  D.     N.  RadcUT. 

Seventh  ward  Thomas  Farley. 

Eighth  ward   Philip  McGuire. 

Ninth  ward. ..... .......  John  Los*itig. 

I'lnth  ward...... ..... ,  Joseph  Fellows. 

Toinu....I'tTiie    /.chad iah  A.  Dyer. 

I'.ethleh.  n)    I  x:uiiard  G.Tcn Eyck. 

Cocyniaii*  John  B.  Shear. 

(itiildctl.uid   Henry  Hillwi. 

Knox  Samuel  Gallup. 

Mew  Soodiad  JaaMiSUiwedMd. 

RenMcfaenrille   Aadiev  Faler. 

Watervliet  WUUhbG.  Caw. 

Woterlo  TboaawSaKtiMi. 

Leemud  G.  Teo  ^ck,  Chairnian. 

B.  DwanL  Ckric. 


1869. 

Cihr  First  ward   Jenaiah  Kleley. 

Second  ward  Charies  W.  Bentley. 

Third  ward   Matthew  \V.  Bender. 

Fourth  ward..,,....,...  J'jhn  McMickin. 

Fifth  ward  ,   lohn  Van  <  laasljcck. 

Sixth  ward   J>.  V.  N.  Radcliff. 

Seventh  ward   TlKinia*  Farley. 

Xfehth  ward   Timothy  Seymour. 

Ninth  ward  WiUiam  T.  Wooley. 

TmthwHPd  Tlioiina  W.  Grwa. 

T«wM.... Berne  Z»MidiA.Diw. 

Bethlehem  lohnWilhcfl. 

Coermans  Tohn  B.  Shear. 

GuildcrlamI    llcnry  Hilton. 

Knox   Samuel  Gallup, 

New  Scotland... ..  Samuel  kowc. 

Rensselaerville   Amlrew  Keller. 

Waterv  liet   William  G.  Caw. 

Westerlo   Hmhuw Saatoou 

Henry  Hilton,  Chairman. 

JamvA.  CaMii.Clalk. 

1880. 

City  First  ward ............. .  Daniel  Sullivan. 

Second  ward   Cl,.i,l.-  K.  White. 

Thirtl  ward   Matthew  W.  Bender, 

r.iurtliward   FrancisN.  Sill. 

Filth  ward   Isaac  A.  Chapman. 

.        Sixth  ward   Wm.  Frolhint;ham. 

Seventh  ward   'Iliomas  Barley. 

^hlhwaid  SlnlMaMcKi&hl. 

Mnlhwmfd  IVAian  McBtUa. 

Tenth  ward   James Milwain* 

Tmnii. ...  Berne  Henry  I.  Devop. 

Bethlehem  John  Wilkes. 

Coermans  David  A.  Whitbeek. 

Gailderlaad   Leonard  Wilkins. 

Knox   S.iiiiLiel  Wanrn. 

New  5M:otland   James  Simj^etland. 

Kensielaerville..  James  K.  Mackey. 

Watervliet   William  G.  Caw. 

Westerlo    .   Abijah  C.  DUnw. 

Stephen  McKnight,  Chairman. 

O.  V.  Shafcr,  CMu 

HISTORY    OF   THE    PROCF.FDIXGS  OF 
THF.  liOARD  FROM  i«6i  TO  1884. 

No  regular  record  of  the  prtx-eeiliiiip*  of  the 
Boitrd  of  SujxTvisors  of  Alh.iny  (  "oiimv  is  new  in 
existence,  except  that  which  Ixgins  with  the  year 
1861.  From  that  time  down  to  the  present  vridng 
the  records  of  the  ik>ard  are  well  ureservcd.  from 
which  we  compile  the  remainder  or  our  hisinry  i>f 

tlu'  Hoard, 

l'riKcinlin^,'.s  of  the  annual  session  of  the  Hoard, 
held  jjursuant  to  statute,  at  the  C  ity  Hall,  in  the 
City  of  .Vlbany,  commencing  on  the  14th  day  of 
ALiy,  1 86 1, 

't  he  ioUowing  were  the  memben  of  the  Board 

jiresent  : 

Albany  First  ward   Patrick  Whitty. 

Second  ward.....!.... .  Matthew  Kendrick, 

'I  hinl  waid......  James  Mclntyra. 

Fourth  ward   John  Kelso, 

Fifth  ward   Abraham  .A.  W implex 

Sixth  ward   Thomas  I-jirli  y. 

Si  vi  iith  ward   Hugh  Bynic. 

Kightli  ward  George  N.  Geary. 

Tenth  ward,  lamea  MiwaiB. 

Townt....Beail^em  ToknWilket. 

Berne   Henrr  I.  Devoe. 

Coeymans  Darid  A.  Whitbeek. 

GnOderlaiid  Stephen  B.  Frederick. 

KaoK   "  — 
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Tom. . . .  New  Scotland   I  Icnry  Crimnse. 

RensscUervUle  James  Mackcy. 

Watcrvliet  .....  t;.-irrit  V.in  <)liii<la. 

We*lerio...   .•M.iijii  C.  Dultrow. 

AMjah  C.  Dilfanw.  Chairman. 

G.  V.  Thachcr,  Clerk. 

Dr.  Staatz  Wtime  mn  duly  elected  County 

Physician  for  the  ensuinp  year. 

John  (lannon  was  elected  dooi keeper. 

At  the  next  meeting  the  Chairinan  annoonoed  the 
fullowing  standing  committees  : 

Rmamre,  and  to  Exanitu  Treafmrti*t  Atltmftt, — Mann. 
Whitticclc,  Earlcjr  ami  Milwain. 

7"i>  /Examine  Ihr  /ioois,  Aforlgagfs  ami  Minulet  of  thf 
I  Man  Offie/TS,  anti  Ccmmiisioners  of  Loans.  Ntcssrs.  I*e- 
voe,  Wemple  ami  Kclw. 

On  ail  .■liityiinls  and  Matttrs  Rtlatin^^  la  ihc  Poor. — 
Mcsirs.  Earlcy,  Whittjr  and  Weinplc. 

Un  ali  Aiiounts  of  Jtitlgtt,  J»uti<et  ef  Iht  Pta(e,  Dit- 
lrit$  Atttnt^,  Ctrimtr,  «m  Odm  ^  CmirU.—Vmm. 
Waicei,  Derce  and  Wuner. 

The  aaMil  ititcTnfitf  of  ThooHW  Kcanwy,  fhe  Coonty 
Tfeaaum,  dioira  die  nce^  iaio  the  Treanuy  far  die  year 
ending  December,  iS6i,  from  all  Morcet,  to  lie  $^8Bl.a6; 
the  dubarsemcnts  to  be  deducted  tWeftuia  toM  tK3i> 
88i.a6;  the  1»kiioe.iheet  of  the  Traaenrer  ahowed  tbere 
was  dne  tte  Ceunty,  in  liii  hand*,  IStjoaaa 

The  Ciinniiitlee  on  Eiiualizaiion  agreed  iii>i>n 
the  following  valuation,  p>er  acre,  in  the  several 
Towns : 

IVnio,  $17.50;  Ik-thlehenj,  $56.50,  Ciwymans  $3SiSo; 
<  nulilcrhiiid,  $37.50;  Knox,  $17.50;  New  >.ci>tl.iii<l,  $38.00; 
kcnssclacrvillc,  (18.50;  Wcsterlo,  $20.50;  Watcrvliet, 
|te.cx>. 

The  percentage  of  taxation  was  a.s  follows : 

For  the  Ci^,  fi.61  per  (loo;  Ikme,  $1.58  per  Sioo; 
Bethleheai,  7<  oeats  per  $100;  Cocymans,  84  cents  ikt 
fio^  GuBilanaad,  (i.aB  per  f  100;  Kna«,  $1.1  j  per  $100; 
Near  Soodand,  96  cents  per  lioo;  ReiuMhenriUe,  90  ccnu 
per  Ino.  Wcaterio,  94  cents  per  f  100;  Watcrvliet,  94  cents 
per  tioo:  VDIace  oCWeit  Tray,  97^  cents  per  «ioo;  VO- 
fafa  of  Cohoee,  95)^  cents  perfioa 

The  total  amount  to  he  raised  hv  tax  that  jrctr 

in  the  City  of  Albany  was  S.^Qi,  533.30. 

The  liiwns  most  hurdened  for  huilding  and  re- 
pairing roads  and  bridges  that  year  were  : 

Ikme,  (iao;Coeyaniu.  iiio;  Dcthlchcm,  $100;  GuiMer 
hitul,  $120;  Knox,  $30:  \cw  Scotland,  $100;  KeiiaKlacr- 
ville,  $100;  Westcrlo,  Sio;  ^t  p.ir.ite rood  districts^  Ninth  and 
Tenth  Wairds,  $250;  toiAl,  >i,ooo. 

A  motion  to  enlarge  die  Fenitentian-  was  lost  by 
a  vote  of  7  to  11.  A  resolution  was  adopted  de- 
claring the  Registry  Law  vexatious,  exhaustingly 
expensive  to  taxpayers,  tad  should  be  lepeded. 

PROTKKniNT.S    OF  iS^'i;. 

The  annual  meeting  of  the  Board  of  .Supervisors 
began  at  the  City  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Albany,  May 
13,  186a.  The  following  membcn  of  the'  Board 
were  pcesent : 

Flrtt  Ward.  Patrick  miltv;  Scomd  \V,ird,  Kichani  H. 
ikott:  Third  Ward,  lame*  Mcintyre;  Fourth  WanI,  Francis 
N.  SU;  roth  Ward.  John  N.  Parker;  Sixth  Woni,  Daniel 
Shaw:  Seventh  Ward,  Aia  fhasett;  Eia;htfa  Ward,  Henry 
N.  Wlekes;  Ninth  Ward,  Wm.  McClasky;  Tenth  Ward, 
Benjamin  F.  Rice;  Berne,  David  Conger;  iVthlehcni, 
Albcrtus  W.  Ilcxkcr;  Cocymans,  Jonas  Shear;  Guililerl.ind. 
Stephen  V.  Fretlcrick;  New  Scotland,  James  Slincerland; 
Rensselaervillc,  George  H.  Laraway;  Wcsterlo,  Aliijah  C. 
Dbbrow  ;  Watervlict,  Gaxrit  Van  Olinda. 

Abij'ah  C.  Disbrow  was  elected  Chairman  of  the 
Bond,  George  V.  Thacber  Clerk;  Dr.  John  J. 


Mcyeni  was  elected  County  Fbysidan,  and  Fted- 

crick  M.  Johnson  doorkee|)er. 
The  death  of  Samuel  Pruyn,  Esq.,  one  oTthe  In- 

spci  trirs  of  the  Penitentiary  fri  mi  its  first  urganiza- 
tion,  and  for  many  years  one  of  llie  Supervisors  of 
the  City  and  County  of  Albany,  was  announced. 

The  resolution  was  adoptea  directing  the  Treaa- 
nrer  to  |)ay  each  member  of  the  Board  for  the  year 

i8fio  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  and  truvcli'ig  fees 
allowed  bv  law  for  services  reiuleieil  as  caiiv;isscn> 
ot  the  sjieeial  election  for  members  of  Assembly. 

The  AUaa  and  Argus,  Tinu  s  and  Courier,  Morn- 
tng  Ejfrtn  and  Evening  Journal  were  designated 
as  the  papen  to  pobltsb  the  {mceedings  of  the 
l^oard.  Mr.  D.  A.  Manning  was  designated  as 
reiiorter  for  the  .I.'/'/v  ,;//)/  Argus.  Mr.  Edward 
Leslie  for  the  I'sni'-^  iiiul Cuuncr ;  .Mr.  Coney  of  llic 
WiUcrrliet  DemiH  u!  was  also  api)ointed  a  reporter. 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Board,  called  to  devise 
measures  to  aid  in  tte  enrollment  of  a  regiment  in 

the  I  Jth  Senatori.al  District,  convened  at  the  City 
Hall  on  the  jgth  i>f  July,  i.S'i2.  I'atrintic  resolu- 
tions were  [  .is^nl  l'>  Like  nic  inures  t<i  sustain  the 
President  in  a  call  tiieii  recently  made  for  300,000 
additional  volunteers  to  supply  the  places  of  those 
who  bad  fidlen  victims  to  tbie  casualties  of  war, 
and  to  so  increase  the  stren^h  of  our  effective 
force  a-  ti>  erush  the  rel  ellion.  ,\  bount}-  of  fifty 
dollars  was  established  for  each  recruit  enlisted  in 
the  Albany  Co.  regiment  in  addition  to  the  botm> 
ties  before  offered  by  the  general  and  state  govern- 
ments.  The  proceedings  tsS  this  seiaion  were  all 

diret  ted  to  patriotic  purjioses. 

i'he  annual  November  session  of  the  Board  ol 
Su]jetvisor8  commenced  on  theiithof  Novem- 
ber,  1863. 

The  apportionment  of  the  city  and  county  tax 

was  reported  at  the  fullowing  ratio  of  taxation  : 

City  cast  ol  ^artri(l^;e  itreet,  $I.8o  per  $100  ;  city  west  of 
Partridge  street  to  Alien,  $1.45  per  Slo^j;  eitv  wet  i  f  Alien, 
(l.JtJlKT  $ltio  ;  Hi'rnt-,  Si. ('5  jKr  $100;  Ik  thlchcm,  92c. 
per  $100;  Coeymans,  95c.  fier  $100  ;  Giiildcrland,  $1.48 
]>er  $100 ;  Knox,  $1.44  |>er  $100  ;  New  Scotland,  $1.19  per 
$100;  Reaeecinerville.  $i.i6per  fioo ;  Wcsterlo,  $1.15  per 
$100;  WalervUet, $1.06  i)cr  $100;  West  Troy,  %i.oj\  per 
fiQo;  Green  Uaad«  Sl.14  per f too;  CohMs»  1^  per 

$100. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Fmatice  Committee  .-ub- 
mitted  an  annual  statement  of  moneys  received  and 
disbursed  from  Dec  lo,  1861,  to  Dec  10,  i86a. 

The  report  showed  a  balance  in  fevor  of  the 
county  of  $15, 69a  78,  made  up  as  follows  : 

Doe  rcdempHoaAmd   $1,03700 

•*    court  «  1   3>249  09 

M    BililU7        "   971  7a 

ToUl   $5.25781 

Italancc  applieaMe  to  cuuiity  pur|>i>>e>   $10^432  97 

Out  of  that  balance  there  was  pai<l  at  that  time 
on  account  of  doctioa  expenses  since  Dec.  ic^ 

iWa   1.579  S5 

l  eaving   $8,853  7a 

The  annual  report  of  Thomas  Kearney,  County 
Treasorer,  Aows  tliat  there  was  paid  into  thie 
county  treasury  during  the  year  from  all  aoaices 
l36ti, 638.49.   There  was  disbursed  the  sum  of 
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$368,638.49^  The  amonnt  of  bounties  paid  that 

year  was  $1 71:, ox:. 

I'hcre  was  a  balance  belonging  to  the  county 
boontjr  fund  of  $18,400. 

Fkoceedingsof  the  Board  of  Supervisors  at  their 
May  session,  hdd  at  the  Citjr  Hail,  in  the  Gty  of 
Albany,  May  It,  1863.  The  fbllowinK  sapervisur:> 

were  present : 

Fust  Ward,  loicph  KreMer;   SeoMid  Wud,  Philip 

O'Brien  ;  Third  Wanl.  Martin  V.  H.  Winne;  FoartliWud, 
Abram  Koonz  ;  Fifth  Ward.  Harcnt  P.  Staali ;  Sixth  Waid, 
.David  V.  N.  R.iiicline  ;  Seventh  Ward,  Thomas  Eariv  ; 
Eigllth  Wanl,  'riiiHiiliy  Seymour  ;  Ninth  Ward,  Frederick 
Forth  ;  Tenth  Wanl,  Thomas  O.  Wands  ;  Berne,  William 
I).  Strevell  ;  Bethlehem,  William  Kinimcy  ;   Cocyroans,  ! 

Jonas  Shear  ;  Cfuildertand,  Stephen  V.  Frederick  ;  Knox, 
ohn  Ki-enholts  ;  New  Scotland,  John  R.  Taylor  ;  Ki-ns- 
•clacrville.  U«orge  H.  Laraway  ;  WatervlieL  tierht  Van 
OliDda :  WeMHtl^.  Jand  T.  RayaoMi. 

George  11.  Tnraway,  Esq..  appointCfi  t';  i  nr.  in  : 
George  V.  l  hacher,  clerk ;  Dr.  Wuine  was 
elected  physician,  an  1  Jamei  Ogsbniy,  ol  KnOS, 
vas  appointed  doorkeeper. 

Mr.  Staats  submitted  a  report  showing  that  the 
expcn.se.s  of  the  county  nn  !  the  Kxcise  Commis- 
sioners,  "for  driving  rum  out  of  the  city  an^l 
county,"  was  iomeiiung  over  |i6,oco  for  the  pre-, 
ceding  year. 

The  Board  adjotirned  tin  the  toth  of  November, 
1863. 

Pkoceedings  of  the  November  session  of  the 
Board  of  Sapervisors,  held  at  tiie  City  Hall  in 
Albany,  commencing  November  10,  1863. 

On  the  opening  of  tlie  session,  November  11, 
the  death  of  Frederick  Porth,  late  Supervisor  of  the 
Ninth  Ward,  was  announced,  and  resolutions  ex- 
pressive of  the  sorrow  of  the  Board  at  his  loss  were 
unanimously  jia-ssed. 

The  Treasurer  rcpi>n<  >l  the  amount  of  fines  re- 
cei\e(l  by  the  juvtt<-\  >  ot  llnj  Peace  of  the  GOUnty 
to  amount  to  the  sum  of 

Amoont  of  mon^  bonowed  and  received  from 
all  source  for  the  mppoit  of  the  war  during  the 
year  was  |>05,098. 1 3. 

RK-ixr)KXiN<;  >iOKri;.\<;K5. 

\  resolution  liaJ  lieen  adopted,  that  the  County 
Clerk  be  aulhori/eil  tw  re-iin.lex  the  mortgagees  of 
record  in  bis  office  pursuant  to  a  system  m  vowel- 
Ization,  and  to  transcribe  and  arrange  the  index  of 
deeds  upon  the  plan  followed  in  ilirectories  and 
dictionaries.  This  work  had  been  snctesslully 
prosetuted,  according  to  the  re[->rt  sulmulteil  by 
the  Clerk,  in  wliic  h  it  ajipeared  that  a  great  number 
of  errors,  and  some  very  daii;.;cTuus  ones,  bad  been 
discovered  and  rectified,  lliat  the  contents  of  the 
old  indexes— eight  fnnamber,  and  comprising  the 
period  from  1753  to  1863 — thus  sifted  and  vended, 
were  contained  in  two  books,  arranged  upon  the 
new  or  vowelizetl  system.  That  the  work  done 
down  to  that  time  had  been  upon  the  indices  of 
grantors,  including  the  period  from  1656  to  1863. 
That  the  work  already  compktcii  c .  ni]  rist  1  :;4 1 
pagesi,  or  106,320  names.    That       account  for 


indexing,  as  referred  to  in  the  above  report, 

amounted  to  110,623. 

Mr.  Staats  presented  a  statement  from  the  United 
States  Collector,  showing  the  number  of  lisjuor 
dealers  in  the  city  and  county  of  Albany  to  be 
1,013,  as  ibUowi : 

West  Ttm.  ik  :  Waterrliet,  45 :  Snth,  Seventh  and 
Ejghth  Wai^  tSi :  FlIUi  Ward,  41 :  Feufh  Watd.  83 ; 
Tfird  Ward,  92  ;  First  and  Second  Wmk^  178 ;  Tenth 
Ward,  53 :  Ninth  Ward,  88 ;  Knox,  Guildoiaiid  and  Berne, 
aa ;  Bcthldiwi  and  New  Scodand,  4c ;  Coqrsuiia,  WoU 
•rioaad  R—swlMiviile,  18 ;  Oham,  m. 


A  rqxntlroai  die  Excise  Commissioners  showed 
that  out  of  a  large  number  of  prosecutions  for  in- 
fractions of  the  excise  law  only  $450  had  been  col- 
lected ;  the  coat  of  collection  was  double  that. 

The  Committee  of  Equalization  in  the  city  and 
county  fixed  the  valuation  of  the  towns  as  follows: 

Berne,  $17.50  per  acre;  Bethlehem,  *57.5n  j>er  acre; 
Coeymans,  $35.50  per  acre;  Ciuildeiland,  $57  50  [■er  acre; 
Kpm,  fi7.^o^er  acre;  New  SnvtUnd,  (38  per  acre;  Rens> 


WMteriOb  fsaso;  Watervliet,  f6a 

The  aiinii  il  stnv  mcnt  of  the  Cotinty  Trea.sHrer 
shows  tluu  there  w  is  received  in  his  office  from  all 
sources  <4 1 9.4^"  18;  the  diabunemcnli  from  the 
ofticc,  $419,460.18. 

I'here  was  paid  to  the  Sheriff  this  year  for  serv- 
ing notices,  etc.,  etc.,  {M,637.95;  board  of  prison- 
ers, $6,718;  making  in  bU  a  total  of  $9,355.95. 

Tlicrc  was  jiaid  to  reporters  the  sum  of  S499. 
Tlic  expense  of  City  Government  was  $240,700; 
police  force,  $40,000. 

Annual  May  Session  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors 
held  at  City  Hall,  hi  Albany,  May  lo^  1864. 

Supervisors  jirc-icnt : 

First  Ward,  Jcneph  Kres^er;  Second  War'!,  riiili]! '  I'Brien; 
Third  Ward,  lame-*  M.  Cariin;  Fourth  Ward,  Al'r.iiii  Kooii/; 
Fifth  Ward,  liarcnt  I'.  SlaaU;  Sixth  W.ird.  lami*  II.  i  arroi!; 
Seventh  Ward,  'I  hoiii.is  Early;  Kiphth  \\ x\A.  I'hili;.  Mc 
liuirc;  Ninth  Ward,  Frank  Marshall;  Tenih  Wanl,  t-hris. 
topherW.  Bettder;  Berne,  l)a»idCont;er;  Bethlehem,  William 
Kimmey  ;  Cocymans,  Peter  Keeier;  ijuiidcrlaud,  Ste)>hen  V. 
Frcdcricfc:  Knoa,  In  Van  AokHij  New  Scotlaadjloha  R. 
1  aylor;  KomdaenrfBe,  GeoiM  H.  Laraway:  Wuerrliet, 
Gcrrit  Van  Olinda;  Westerlo,  Jarsd  L  Reynolds. 

George  H.  laraway,  Chairann. 

George  V.  Thacher,  Clerk. 

Dr.  ftarcnt  V.  Suats,  Coanly  Ityriciwi. 

J.inu*s  Mc.Vnceny,  Itoorkeeper. 

A  statement  of  the  moneys  borrowed  by  resolu- 
tion of  the  r.iurd,  December  17,  1863,  and  dis- 
bursed to  pay  licjunties  from  December  4,  1863,  to 

iuly  18,  1864,  inclusive,  showed  thai  $i,c74,st7.s8 
ad  been  disbursed  in  that  time.  There  was  n 
balance  on  hand  of  $327,442.Q7;  the  interest  dve 
on  bonds,  September  1,  1864,  amoonled  (o 
$26,07i.5a 

OBJZCTtOK  TO  THE  DK.M'-r. 

When  this  statement  was  given,  Dr.  Staats  rose 

and  said  ;hat  the  dr.ift  was  not  in  aecorJatiLc  with 
our  Stale  Constitution;  that  that  instrument  was 
opposed  to  lotteries,  and  the  draft  was  nothing 
more  tax  less  than  a  lottenr,  only  there  were 
more  prises  in  a  draft  than  in  a  lottery. 

He  "believed  in  TtftMng  the  rich  man,  whose 
property  and  interests  were  at  stake,  pay  libemlly 
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toward  savinir  tlic  country  from  a  draft,  hy  fur- 
nishing monej  to  procure  volunteers,  and  moved 
that  uw  Board  &vor  the  paying  of  a  boontv." 
His  KacdatkMi  was  adopted.  He  then  moved  that 
a  committee  of  six  be  appointed  to  draft  resolu- 
ti^ms  and  rL{K)rt  a  plan  to  fill  the  (juotas  under  the 
I'rcsiilenl  s  last  call  for  500,000  men.  This  resolu- 
sioii  w;is  also  adopted,  to  the  effect  that  it  was  de- 
sifable  and  expedient  to  fiU  the  quota  of  Albany 
bjr  volanteen,  instead  of  bv  draft. 

Active  measures  were  taken  to  cany  this  readn- 
tion  into  cHcct. 

UMCOUi'S  PKOCLAMATION. 

Several  special  meetings  were  called  to  cooridcr 

the  President's  proclamation,  made  July  18,  1864, 
calling  for  500. ceo  volunteers  for  the  military  ser- 
vice. W'iiiiout  g^iinj^  into  particulars,  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  say  that  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
visors in  to  tbat  prodamation  was  prompt, 
patriotic  and  in  ever}'  sense  efficient,  showing;  that 
the  capital  county  of  the  State  was  forem<»st  in 
tciniing  to  the  rc-i  m    'I  our  country. 

The  iioord  of  Supervisors  convened  on  the  15th 
of  November,  1864,  all  the  memben  of  the  board 
being  present 

Tbe  Gty  Bnd^ct,  presented  on  the  list  of 
Novcmlicr,  showed  a  gri  iss  amount  of  $3 70. "■to. 
Mr.  Staals  called  attention  to  the  fact  "  that  many 
charges  are  made  against  the  county  fur  pout 
moriem  examinations,  when  there  was  never  the 
slightest  necessitjr  for  such  examinations."  He 
instanced  "one  case  where  a  bill  for  $30  had  been 
presented,  and  it  was  xscertained  that  the  man 
died  froni  having  the  hones  of  his  head  knocke<l 
in ;  when  the  physicians  were  asked  whv  they 
nuudcsuch  examination,  they  replied,  l'>>r  their  ovrn 
information  and  nothing  more;  and  now  they  pte- 
sent  a  bill  for  $^0,  and  in  tfiis  manner  nearly  one- 
half  of  coronors  bills  are  gotten  up." 

This  year  L.  G  Tuttlc  and  Hon.  John  C  Nott, 
now  county  judge;  were  sdiool  commissioiiefs 
of  the  county. 

The  annual  statement  of  Thomas  Kearney  shows 
that  the  receipts  of  the  county  treasurer  during  the 
year  from  all  sources  was  $472,945.11;;  the  dis- 
bnisemenLs  am  lunted  tn  $472,945.19.  He  also 
presented  his  annual  statement  of  money  received 
and  disbursed  on  account  of  bounty  fund  from 
Dec.  4.  1865,  to  Dec  10,  1864*  whidi  amounted 
to  $1,914, 643.69. 

ooimsT  OVER  A  lawyer's  bill. 

Mr.  J.  R.  Hilton,  attorney  for  die  Excise  Cbm- 

nussioiicrs,  having  c)l)taineil  judt;nunt  t'l  the 
amount  of  #6,472. 76  agamst  tlic  county,  on  pre- 
senting his  hill  fr»r  the  .same  the  Su[K:r\'isor8  refused 
to  pay  the  judgment  in  full.  A  long  controveny 
ensued  in  regud  to  die  matter,  Mr.  Hilton  reins- 
ing  to  accept  any  sum  cxcc|>t  the  full  amount  of 
his  claim.  The  matter  w.vs  finally  referred  to  the 
committee.  .\  referee  reported  in  favor  of  a  sum 
dae  Mr.  Hilton,  including  costs  and  interest,  of 
16,355.31. 


Mr.  Staats  offered  a  res«Mution  that  the  sum  of 
$6, 4 7 ».76  be  allowed  Mr.  Hilton.  This  resolu- 
tion was  adopted. 

The  equalization  of  real  estate  in  the  ciQr  and 
county  of  Albany  was  fixed  as  follows  : 

Hcmr,  |>cr  acre,  $17.50;  Bethlehem,  jicr  .it rc,  ?S7  5"  ; 
Cwyman*.  \>vr  acre,  $35.50;  riuil<)crlaiul,  per  .\i  ic,  S37.50; 
Knox,  iH-r  .icrc,  $18  ;  New  8>  >ilhiuJ,  per  acre.  "S5S;  Rens- 
•claer\  illc,  per  acre,  $18.50;  Wotcrln,  per  acre,  $20;  Water, 
vlict,  per  acre,  $60. 

The  meeting  of  this  b«*ard  continued  by  adjonm- 
ments  until  March  6,  1865. 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  at  their 
aniuial  session.  May  9,  iS^i:.     Members  present: 

1  irsf  Want,  Ji»c]ili  Kr(  -^-<  r:  Si  i  imii  W.irii,  Janu-s  Uriee; 
Third  W.iril,  1  «■  (  h.iiiilifrl.iiii ;  I  tnirtli  Wjrd,  .\lyr.iin 
Kooiu;  I'Uth  Ward,  liarcnt  1'.  Suiats;  .>^ixth  Ward.W.  C.  Mc- 
Harg:  Sci'cnth  Ward,  David  Prcst;  Eighth  Ward,  John 
McCall;  Ninth  Ward.  Frank  MarshaU;  Tenth  Ward,  Oiri*. 
topher  W.  Bender;  BetUdakWai.  Kiauanr;  heme,  David 
S.  \yyet;  Coeymftaa.  Peter  Keefer;  OuOomaad,  Steven 
V.  Frcdericlt;  Knox,  Ira  \^an  Aukcii;  New  Scotland,  Daniel 
Caltahan:  kcns!icl.-u.Tvillc,  t'.c-<ir(jc  II.  Ijraway;  Wau-r- 
vlict,  (n-rrit  Van  OliwU;  Westirlo,  Jared  T.  KeynoUU. 
George  H.  I^raway,  Chairman;  George  V.  Tlwcher,  Clerk; 
Barcnt  P.  Staad^  Coun^  Phyaidan;  jMcph  W.  lijefaa»A», 
Dporinspcp* 

As  soon  as  an  or(,Mnization  was  effected  Mr. 
Brice,  from  the  Second  Ward,  arose  anti  in  toudi- 
ing,  eloquent  language  announcetl  the  death  of 
President  Lincoln.  Havinf,'  n  iu  ludcd  his  re- 
marks, he  presented  an  ap])roi  li-.  e  preamble  and 
resoluticm.s  e.xpressive  of  the  feelings  of  llic  mem- 
bers of  the  Board  in  regard  to  the  awful  crime 
which  resulted  in  the  President's  death,  and  o^ 
their  veneration  for  him,  and  tbat  they  recognized 
in  him  "that  id>le  executive  ability,  tempered  with 
that  mild  and  genial  feeling  of  mercy,  which  lias 
en<,'r.iven  his  name  in  the  hearts  of  his  countr)men, 
and  leli  him  a  character  on  tha  SdoU  of  fune 
which  no  time  can  erase." 

'llie  (.'ity  Budget  was  prcscntcti  November  a  a, 
1865,  and  amounted  in  all  to  $446,703.05,  of 
which  $10,000  was  the  Sinking  Fund  account, 
$40,000  temporary  outdoor  relief  of  the  poor, 
$42,979.44  for  public  schcMjls,  pursuant  to  chapter 
516,  laws  of  1855;  $80, 1 23.61  c)f  this  was  the  pro 
I  kortionate  part  of  the  Police  expenses  apportiuneid  to 
the  City  of  Albany  for  the  fisral  year  ending  Octo- 
ber I,  1866,  and  for  deficiency  to  October  i,  1865, 
pursuant  to  section  4'),  chapter  554,  laws  of  1865. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  Nov  ember  28,  1865, 
an  interesting  statement  showing  the  w.ar  expenses 
of  the  whole  county  during  the  war,  wfaidi 
amovntedingiossto$4t485, 376.45.  The  statement 
also  shows  that  the  county  paid  bounties,  accord- 
ing to  dilTercnt  quotas,  fir  the  years  1862,  1863, 
1864  and  1865,  to  8,456  men.  This,  it  will  be 
seen,  does  not  include  1861,  nor  the  full  number 
of  men  enlisted  in  Albany  Coiu^  during  the  jvar. 
A  statement  showing  this  will  be  iound  dsewhere  in 
this  work.  Tn  addition  to  the  above  amount,  hand- 
money  and  other  expenses  were  paid  during  the 
)ears  1863,  '64  and  '65,  amounting  to  $93,403.72. 

The  following  table  shows  the  bonds  issued  in 
Albany  County: 
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On  December  5,  1865,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Mc- 
Haiy,  the  nlaiy  uf  the  Diitrict  Attoraor  frooi  and 
after  ilie  fint  of  January,  t866,  wM  med  at  die 

sum  of  $3,500  per  annum. 

A  voluminous  ducunicnt,  containing^  the  names 
of  all  persons  licensed  to  sell  liquor  during  the 
year  dovm  to  December  5,  was  presented,  from 
'  whidi  ve  make  the  foUoiwiiig  reca|miilMkm  : 

!  AHiany.  -First  Ward,  l22;Secon<I  Ward. 75;  Third  Ward, 
96;  Fourth  Ward,  I4»;  Fifth  Ward,  47;  Sixth  uid  Eight 
Wards,  iiS;  Seventh  Ward,  90;  Ninth  Ward,  58;  Tendi 

Ward,  97  ;  iDtal,  806. 

Tuwin.  Wati-rvliet,  59:  Hcrnc  .mi!  ( >uililerland,  2tJ 
IWthlchcm  aud  New  Scotund,  40;  Cocymans  and  Wetterk^ 
1 5 ;  West  Trof ,  iisiCohoa^  67;  lot*!,  314;  tXcf  and  towm^ 

I,  120. 

On  December '1,  186  -:,  tlxCounty  Treasurer  pre- 
sented a  Coi'.my  Ik'iwiKTamounlinj?  in  all  to  $766,- 
094. 89. 

On  the  i4ih  of  December.  Mr.  Fraderkk,  of  the 
Finance  Committee,  offered  die  following  resolu- 
tion : 

"  Kfic'ivrd,  That  iln  rc  \ic  as-w-isi-ti  upon  the  lax.jb'c 
tir  i|Krty  <il  ih''  luunty  >;( ■6,01)4.89,  tlie  suik-  to  K'  applied 
tor  the  purpoM.'  merit  loiied  ill  the  County  Budget  as  pre- 
•entcd  on  the  sixth  oi  I  >ecefliber;  aJtD  tha  auBi  of  187,11491, 

for  Audit(.'<l  Accounts." 

Whicli  resolution  was  adojilcd.  Mr.  Frederick 
also  reported  the  Cm  Bvoorr,  as  adopted  by  the 
Common  Council  and  presented  to  the  Board  on 
the  2 2d  of  November,  at$446,703.05,  also  the  sum 
of  $8,423.06  for  Atidited  Accounts,  and  the  same 
was  adopted. 

The  equalization  of  Keal  Kstate  in  the  City  and 
Coon^  of  Albanjr  «as  find  at  die  rale  per  acre: 

Berne.  $17.50;  Bethlehem,  *57  §7;  Coeymans,  $35.50; 
Cllild<rl.an<l,  *3"^o;  Kiinx,  $18;  New  Scotland,  $38.50; 
Kens«elacr\ illc,  SiS.^o;  We>lcrlo,  519.50;  Watervlict,  W). 

The  County  Treasurer  rti>Mrts  the  r.ufipts  of 
money  this  year  to  the  ann  >unt  of  <;  i ,  >  ^ij. o 1 3. 66, 
and  die  di^ursments  to  the  amount  of  (itOSj,- 
013.66. 

Th*  Argus  and  Tke  Exprtst  were  designated  for 

the 

OOVNTT  PARIS  VMt  i866, 

and  the  Alb<my  Counfy  Democral,  Freie  lilatler  and 
Jir<iiini^  Posl  were  authorized  to  publish  the 
(  oumy  Audits. 

i'he  Itoard  adjourned,  sim:  Jie,  December  14, 
1865. 

I'he  proceedings  of  the  JBoaid  of  Sapervisoia  of 
the  ooonty  of  Albany  at  the  •naval  aeetiru[  held 
at  the  Oxy  Hall,  in  tlie  dtjr  of  Albany,  flay  8, 
1866. 

MeiHbew  pieaent : 

First  Ward,  RoWrt  J.  >tcrormi<  k  ;  Second  W.ird,  lamei 
Urice  ;  Thinl  Ward,  Jolin  W  lUircourt;  Fourth  Ward, 
Abraham  Koon/  ;  Fi(th  Ward,  Itarent  P.  Staats ;  Sixth 
Ward,  David  Kc>*c  ;  Seventh  Ward,  David  Prcst  ;  Eitjhth 
Ward,  John  McElmy  ;  Niii;h  Waid.  Mathias  j.  Severance; 
Tenth  Ward.  Chrivtoiilier  W  .  Hinder;  Berne,  liavid  ton- 
■^ct  ;  li-  iliklicni,  William  Kinimev  ;  CiM-yniuiiN  Juhii  H. 
Slii  .ir  ;  I  •uiMrrland,  Stephen  V.  Kredcnck  ;  Knox,  I'eter 
SthiMnniaker  ;  Nc«  Scotland,  Nicholas  .\.  1  >el<)ni;  ;  Kens, 
selacrvillc,  Leorvje  H.  Ijraway;  Watervliet,  William  J. 
Whcx-lcr  ;  Wcstcrio,  Charlus  lientiy.    Chairman,  t.corcc 

II.  I-»raway  ;  Clerk,  Owen  McDcmiott ;  CounQr  Phyi« 
I  cian,  Ur.  B.  P.  Staau  ;  Doorkeeper,  Cbriitiaa  Haitline. 
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DsATH  or  GnwiT  Vaw  Oukoa.— The  board 

l)ein<;  thus  organized,  Dr.  StMts  an'sc  atitl  an- 
nounced the  death  of  Mr.  Gcrrit  Van  (Jlinda, 
long  a  useful  and  bomoied  membo^  of  the  board 
from  WatervUeu 

After  the  tnumctioii  of  some  bnrincn  the  board 
adjoamed  to  June  19,  1866. 

Speeul  Session. 

On  Tuesday,  Jtme  19,  the  board  met  pwaaant 
to  Oiapter  607  of  the  laws  of  the  State  of  New 
York  for  1866. 

JOBoasT  Pat. — ^Mr.  Frest,  from  the  finance  00m- 
bee,  offered  the  foUown^  m  regard  to  paj  of 
grand  and  petit  jaron : 

•«  ffXAVM,  The  Legislature  of  tte  State  of  New  York, 
on  the  31st  of  March,  1866,  puaed  an  act  which  reads  as 
fdHowi:  The  several  bouds  of  lUpCTViBOn  in  this  State 
WKf,  at  their  Arst  or  any  tnbnqneBt  meeting  after  the 
pasuf^e  of  thifi  art,  direct  a  sum  not  cxcectling  two  duU.irs 
a  ilay  to  1h-  allowed  to  every  ^-rantl  ami  |x-tit  juror,  for 
atteniliiii;  tlie  courts  of  record  held  within  their  ^-vcral 
C"'.int:L-*  ;  ajid  they  may  also  direct  an  allowance  to  In.' 
made  to  such  jurors  for  traveling  in  coming  and  returning 
fton  rach  vmil^  not  cxoBodiBi  five  ocnla  a  ndte{  ibtiv* 

Rfsohtd,  That  the  coontf  traaturer  be  authoriz-cd  and 
directed  to  pay  to  every  grand  and  i«elit  juror  who  iihall 

l  ave  lecn  regularly  drawn  fri 'm  tlie  l)Ox  since  June  I, 
|S'><>,  pro.;  led  I  V  1  iw  lor  attcn  lint'  the  courts  of'^  record 
held  in  and  lu:  tlie  said  County  I'l  All. any,  the  additional 
sutn  of  iilty  cents  for  each  day\  altctidaiice,  and  als<i  that 
each  juror  who  ihall  have  lieen  s<i  drawn  as  aforesaid 
shall  be  allowed  five  cents  per  mile  lor  coming  to  and 
ntnming  from  the  Citjr  Halt,  the  plao*  «f  holding  the 
■mral  cowls  of  record  nr  this  county." 

At  November  seadon,  Nov.  13,  1866,  the  board 

met  pursuant  to  adjournment  as  a  hoard  of  can- 
vasst  is.  the  members  all  being  present.  Having 
c  1:11  leted  the  canvan  the  board  adjoaned  until 
the  14  th. 

.\t  this  meeting  the  comptrolter  ptesented  the 

fuliowing  communicalitm  : 

CoxpTROixBa's  OrriCB,  Albanj,  bepu  29,  1S66. 
CoNmr  OowcaawiKc  Ctnx. — ^It  will  be  seen 

that  f)wcn  McDormott  was  elected  clerk  of  the 
board  at  the  annual  meetinp;.  This  was  done 
against  (jmisidc-rable  opposition,  wliich  was  not 
quieted  by  liis  election.  The  matter  rested,  how- 
ever, until  the  special  seaaion  of  June  19,  when 
Mr.  Kiinmcv  present' the  fi '!!M'.\-inf^  : 

"  ll'Arri-a',  The  appoitilnicnt  of  the  present  clerk  of  tllis 
board  was  lorcol  upon  Ihc  Ixard  agMtUt  dMwillMBOl  a 

larj;c  majority  of  il<  mcnilcrs;  and 

Wh^iin,  s-aid  hoard  are  not  sali-licd,  anil  ilo  not  con- 
si<lcr  said  ticik  conijictenl  to  fully  ili-.Jiarge  the  duties  ot 
his  position ;  therefore 

"  A'.  j<'/;r./.  ThatGcH>rKe  V.  Thacher  be,  and  heis  hereby 
ap{Kiin!ol  cU-rk  of  sai<l  l>'>ard  farthaSMunc  yoar,  in  pfawt 
ot  Owen  McUcrmott,  removed." 

After  considerable  discussion  the  resolution  was 

adopted  by  a  \'ote  of  eleven  ayes  and  sevcti  noes. 

The  board  voted  Mr,  McDcrmoll  the  sum  of 
|ioo  for  his  services. 

Tile  follow  inij  toinniunication  from  tlic  Coni^ 
troller  ol  (lie  btai«  was  read  hy  the  Clerk  : 
» 


Tt  ike  CUrk  af  Ot  Btmi  if  Stifawlmi  tf  At  Cmmtf 
0/  Atbat^  : 

Sir;— The  Board  of  Equalization  of  Taxes,  in  miMaaee 
of  chapter  312  of  the  I.aw5  of  1859,  have  fixed  tne  aRgre- 
gate  valuation  of  prnpeit)  in  your  county  at  the  sum  of 
$43,403,(145,  upon  which  amount  a  State  t.ax  of  $2Xt,ij0.2lll 
mu>t  he  levied  for  the  airrent  year,  t>ein(;  5.^  ■nfioB  the 
dollar,  for  the  following  purpivses,  viz  : 

For  Schools,      of  a  mill,  per  chapter  555,  Laws  of  1864. 

For  General  Purpose*,  li^  mills,  iicr  chapter  677,  Ijiws 
Of  Ifif/,. 

For  Canals  I  of  a  mill,  j>er  chapter  271,  Ijws  of  1850. 

For  Canals.  j\  of  a  mill,  per  chapter  21a,  I^wt  of  iso6. 

For  Extctkiiion  of  Chenango  Canai,  A  of^a  mill,  per  chap, 
tar  649.  Law*  of  1866. 

For  Champbiii  Cual,  of  a  mill,  per  chapter  156,  1 
Laws  of  1866. 

For  Bounty  Oebti  91  ndlls,  per  chapter  325,  Lam  of 

'%al»SAniilB-  * 
Your  obedieat  Krvant. 

Tnoa.  HuxKoi'sE. 

CMtftraUer. 

P.  S.— The  non-resident  taacs  CMdJled  to  jour  coonty  tar 
1865  aowuat  to  I537.76.' 

Referred  to  Finance  Commttteei 

A  communication  ^vas  received  from  Mx,  Mc- 
Dermott,  the  removed  Clerk  of  the  Board,  suting 
that  bj  Us  remox-al  he  had  sustained  pecuniary 
loss,  and  be  asked  the  Board  for  an  appropriatxHi 

to  indemnify  him  in  some  def^ree  for  die  injury  I 

sustained  hy  such  removal.    This  elicited  a  spirited 

debate.     The  friends  of  Mr.  McDcrmutt  insisted  1 

tliat  his  removal  was  the  result  of  personal  and 

r  political  liatred.   The  communication  was  referred 

to  the  Ctmunitiee  on  Grievances. 

BnOiu^  /br  Iiuamt, 

.\t  a  meeting  of  the  Ik>ard,  November  so,  Mr. 

St;ials  olTercd  the  following :  1 

Kcsolvcil,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  from  this  lioard 
to  confer  with  a  committee  of  the  Common  Council  of  the 
City  of  Albany,  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  suitable  accomo- 
dations fior  Ihe  iniaoe  ot  the  coun^,  and  to  apoly  far  such 
1  .c^isLative  aU  as  auy  be  neccsiary  u>  accompllnt  the  above 
object 

Mr.  Staats,  in  support  of  said  resolntion,  said : 

Th.at  "not  oalrlMHnatar.biit  tta  beit  ialeinHta  «f  0m 
county  roiuin  ttat  saiiabu  baUings  be  oeeled  far  the 
insane;  that  our  State  institutions  an  DitMy  inadequate 
to  contain  half  the  applicants  for  adntarida,  and  that  the 
price  of  admission  was  exorbitant.  We  are  ^ying  fix 
thousand  dollan  a  j-ear  to  the  I'tica  Asylum,  l«aides  having 
over  one  hundred  in  our  Alni<  House,  without  the  means  ol 
jirojier  can-  and  treatment.  That  a  building  properly  con- 
structed, and  a  law  permitting  the  taking  of  boarders  from 
other  counties,  wonld  be  a  Klfstistaining  natltniloB." 

The  rcso!ulii>n  was  adopted.  1 
The  0/1  JhiJgit  was  presented  November  SIj  f 
which  amouiiicd  in  all  to  $496,832.  j 

Excise. — ^James  A.  McKown,  in  1858,  was  ap- 
pointed, upon  the  recommendation  of  a  committee 

of  the  Board  of  Supervisurs  and  his  Honor  the  ' 
Mayor  of  the  City  of  .\ibany,  a  Special  I'olice  Con- 
Stab  <■,  h.r  the  jiurpose  of  reportiny  violations  ol 
the  K.vcisc  law,  and  was  also  reap|x>inied  for  the 
same  duty  in  the  years  1859,  i860,  '61,  '62,  '63 
and  '64:  and  that  from  1859  to  1864,  inclusive,  he 
recei^'ed  the  following:  amount :  $1,820.50.  And 
heals.  1  retfivcvi  fr.  'tn  the  cuinitv  f.  ■!  lie  eiises  ;;r.inted, 
for  the  same  time,  the  amount  of  i^i37|C28.63. 
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'  At  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  November  a8,  the 
account  of  Henry  Fitch,  Slierilf,  was  pfesented,  in 
which  he  claimed  $1;^  131. 72,  which  account  was 
allowed  at  115,131. 72. 

CouHly  BtKiert.— On  December  7,  1866,  the 
County  Budget  wai^  presented,  which  amounted 

to  $876,053.28. 

Attti-RaU  D^culius.—lhma%  the  year  1866, 
the  anti-rent  difficulties  in  the  counter  had  increas- 
ed to  such  proportions  that  the  SlieriflT  \va.s  obliged 
to  call  on  tlic  militan'  to  aid  in  .serving  and  en- 
fuicint;  processes.  This  was  attended  with  con- 
siderable expense  to  the  county,  and  we  give  the 
fi>llowing  claims  as  an  interesting  item  in  the  bis- 
toi7  of  the  anti-roit  difficulties : 


ClaiBcd.  Allowed. 

I.'-.ini»r.l      Ili.iilt   5«.2'>5  72  Sl,-''''*^ 

Edward  .vaiiiu'll   1,05300  57^  ^kj 

Tenth  RcRimcnt,  N.  C.  S.  N.  Y...  992  99*  * 5 

Company  F,  25th  Kc^iment  "    ..  m  24  7**  24 

Company  C,    "        "         "    . .  ia6  4B  626  40 

Company  G,    "                 "   . .  SS*  9«  256  <a 

Lord  &  Thomtan   500  oa  4r>s  02 

Albany  &  Suqvdmuia  R.  R.  Co..  29>  80  228  So 

John  Cutler   IS7  «>  '5'^  00 

Augustus  l(n-w»ter   122  00  .So  00 

Walter  .S.  Churcli   "5  00  Disallowed. 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Hrard  of  Supervisors,  held 
December  14.  i366,  the  Tntt surer  s  Annutil  SMf- 
maU  of  Receifils  of  money  for  the  year  1866  was 
presented,  which  amounted  in  all  to  tii35S>794-6'- 
He  disbursed  the  sum  of  51,355,794.62.  He 
also  reported  a  balance  on  hand  December  i, 
1866,  of  §14,658.2 0, 

Proceedings  of  the  lioard  of  Superv  isors  of  the 
Qtjr  and  County  of  Albany  at  tlie  annual  me<ting, 
held  at  the  City  Hall,  in  the  City  of  Albany,  May 
14,  1867. 

The  following  were  the  members  present : 

Tint  Wan],  Robert  J.  Mc<'ormiclt;  .Second  Ward,  Michael 
Ddehsaty:  Third  \\  anl,  lonathau  R.  Herrick;  Fourth  Ward, 
Wniimn  Orr;  Fifth  Ward.  lUri-nt  P.  Siaats;  Sixth  Ward, 
Alexander  A.  K<lmeston;  St  vcnth  W.ml.  Michad  Lrman; 
EtghthWar.1.  .Michad  IX  Mttluc;  Nmth  W  .ird,  M.  fosqih 
S«»wancc;Tfnth  Ward.  1  liri>ln|  .hi  r  \V.  lU  n.K  1 ;  ItftlKclieni, 
Gror\;e  <".  Ad.im';  Kc-rric,  Ad  iin-  J.  Warrni ;  rocyni.in-i, 
J. .Ill)  I!.  Shear;  (iuildi-rlainl.  Ilirnm  l■rij;^;s;  Krmv,  I't-tir 
StliiKiiiiii.ikcr ;  Nivv  >ii>tlind,  Nicholas  l>clon](i  Kcassc- 
I.-11.TS illc.  (kvr^M'  II.  i.;iiaway;  Wcsleik^  Charlcs  Bentlqr; 
Walcrvlic-t,  Will.  J.  Wheeler. 

Chairman,  W  m.  J.  Wheder. 

Clerk,  (icor^re  V.  Thacher. 

Coaaty  I'hyndaa,  Dr.  Bweiit  P.  Stoats. 

Doorkeeper,  Cdirard  Doolejr. 

On  May  15  tlie  Board  met  according  tO  ail- 
joumment,  and  in  the  usual  order  of  business  the 
Chairman  announced  the  standing  committees  for 

the  eiisunrj:  \  '.-  ir. 

Afier  s  .inc  immaterial  business,  the  Hoard  ad- 
journed. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  of  Supervisori  at  the 
Gxy  Hall,  in  the  Gty  of  Albany,  pniauant  to  ad- 
journment 

NovEMiBa  I  a,  1867,  all  the  members  being 
present  After  discharging  tlieir  duties  as  Cotmty 
Canvassers,  tlie  Board  adjourned. 

On  November  19  the  Board  met  according  to 


adjournment,  at  which  meeting  the  Ctrr  B0D6BT 

was  presented,  which  amounted  to  $493,202. 

GR.VNO  Ji;rors. — ^The  apportionment  of  Grand 
Jurors  according  to  the  censna  of  s86o  was  as 

fallows : 

First  Want.  24;  Second  Wajd,  1 5;  Third  Ward,  15;  Fourth 
Ward.  10;  Fifth  Ward,  6;  Sixth  Ward,  9;  Seventh  Ward,  17; 
Kigh(h  Ward,  21 ;  Ninth  Ward,  22;  Tenth  Ward,  28;  Uethle- 
hem,  i9}BerDe,8;  Coeymana,  8|Co1kmi,  ajijCrsai  IiiMid, 
4;  GoIMeilaiid,  9;  KnoK,  5 ;  New  Snodsikl,  91  nfwwkfrrlllB, 
9}  WestulOk  9;  West  Tlray,  aj;  WatevBet,  ift;  total,  yao. 

REfil.STRY  I^W. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  lioard  of  Supenisors  held 
Dec  5,  1867,  Mr.  Siaats  made  an  attack  upon  the 
registry  law,  asserting  in  an  address  on  the  subject 
that  the  law  was  very  onerous  and  expensive,  and 

dill  n>a  answer  any  good  or  useful  purpose. 

( )n  December  6  the  County  Budget  was  pre- 
senteil,  amounting  in  all  to  $77^.iyiyo.2l,  to  whidi 
was  added  audited  acci  ainls  of  $1,334.15. 

COIMY  IKEASlRER  S  REPORT. 

Stephen  Frederick  also  submitted  his  annual 
statement  of  money  received  and  di.sbursed  from 
the  tirst  day  of  January,  1S67,  to  Dec.  i,  1867, 
which  showed  that  he  had  recei>'ed  from  all  sources 
$886,414.58;  that  he  had  paid  out  during  that 
time  the  sum  of  $886,414.58. 

The  equalization  of  the  value  of  real  e-tav-  in 
the  County  of  Albany  was  fixed  by  the  committee 
of  eqnaliaation  as  foUowa : 

Berne,  per  acre,  $17.50;  Bethldien,  per  acre,  $$7.50; 
Coeymana,  per  acne,  $35.50;  GoikleHana,  per  acre,  $37.50; 
Knox,  per  acre,  $18;  New  Scotlaad,  per  acre^  $38}  Roa* 
sclaer,  per  acre,  $18.50;  Weaterlo^  per  acN;  $19.50;  Water* 

vlict,  per  acre,  $<iO. 

It  was  a'so  ad  "i>tod  that  in  the  city  of  Albany 
the  assessed  valu.il^m  be  the  c<)ualizcd  valuation. 

.\rter  a  spirited  debate  it  was  resolved  that  the 
County  Treasurer  be  authorised  to  borrow  5100/300 
upon  the  credit  of  the  county  to  pay  bonds  due 
March  i,  1868. 

PERCF.XT.\r.E  or  TjOtATiox. — The  following  was 
rei>orted  as  the  percentage  of  taxation  in  the  dty  . 
and  several  towns,  which  was  agreed  to : 

Cily,  ;  v:  Litv'.vcst  lit  I 'artridj<c  street,  3.09;  city  WCrt 
of  .\!lcu  siici-t,  j.oo;  licrnc,  v'-o;  Utthlchcm.  i.H<i:  Coey- 
ni.tn»,  1.84;  (iuilderUiiil,  i.ip:  Kni'\,  3-o,S;  New  Seollaiid, 
2.30;  Kensselaerville,  2.18;  Westerlo,  2.4^,  Watervlict, 
1 .72 ;  Wnc  Tray,  2.04;  Cohoes  and  Green  Ulaod,  a  A|. 

Adopted. 

Aknual  Skssiox  07  1868 — Mat  12,  1868. 

Supervisors  present : 

First  Ward,  William  J.  Weaver;  Second  Ward,  1  jwrence 
Carey;  Third  Ward,  John  Kelly;  I-ourlh  W.ird,  John  C. 
Foltin.in;  Filth  W-ird',    H.irent '  1'.   St.i.iis:  Sixth  Ward, 
Ak'xaii  icr  .\.  Kdnu'-,ti ■ti;  Seventh  Ward,  Ileriiard  Kavan. 
1  au>;h;  l'a.;htli  Ward,  llctiry  T.  O'Connor;  Ninlh  Ward, 
lidw  ird  \Vliitty;  Tenth  Ward,  Christopher  Bender ;  l!<  rne, 
j  James  A.  Reamer;  Ilcthlehcm,  George  C.  Adams;  (."ocy- 
j   man."!,  John  I!.  .^Iicar ;  (luUderLuid.  lliiam  tlri^ti^s;  Knox, 
I'ctcr  .Schoonmaker;  New  Seotland,  Samuel  Patton;  Ren— 
■elaenrille,   WOliam   ManTny;  WatcrrUet,  William  J. 
Wheeler.    WilUam  T.  Wheder  waa  dadad  chairman; 
(ieoi^e  V.  HMGher,  ocrfc;  Dr.  Bamt  P.  Staat^  oomtf 
phy»idan ;  Wiffiua  Doody,  doockec^. 
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On  \\'.>!ticsday,  May  13,  the  Cbainnan  «i- 
noonced  the  standing  committees. 

BAD  CONOITION  OF  THF.  ml  NTY  [Alt. 

Tlie  Cli.iinuan  prosfiitfil  a  c<mimunicaii(in  from 
Hon.  Henry  Smith,  Disu  ic  t  Att<irncy,  showing  tlic 
lamentable  condition  of  the  County  jail.  He  says  : 

"  Id  the  main  apartmcot  yon  will  find  cixty  male  pm> 
ontn^  inclndiiif  mow  childreiit  coofinfld  in  one  firamoB 
nom,  whaethow  jroothfol  in  yean,  and  thou  vto  have 
cpmmltted  their  fint  criminal  error,  perfaapi  thoie  who  are 
•nlirdy  lm>i)cen>,  are  espoied  to  oie  InBnenBai,  and  oBm 
to  the  physical  tortures,  of  the  most  depravedi  of  men. 

'*  In  another  room,  of  about  littccn  bydgklaen,  you  will 
find  some  twontjr-fwro  fenialw  ol  various  ages,  even  tu  ex- 
treme old  age;  some  reasonably  tiily  and  others  repulsively 
filthy:  some  apparently  well  and  others  sud'erin^  from  loath- 
some lii-c.i -.is,  i  rowdcd  tuj^cther  in  a  space  where  I  here  is 
scarcely  tuam  for  all  to  \w  down  .it  uncc.  In  short,  you 
will  find  a  state  ol  Ihin^^  that  w  ould  shmic-  a  semi  ttvili/ed 
community,  and  would  not  be  tolerated  liy  llie  people  of 
this  county  for  one  hour  if  they  could  fur  a  n<oiiu  iit  look  in 
upon  the  appalling  horrors  ot  that  fieariul  Uen,  kept  under 
taeir  autharilr,  for  the  delenliaa  el  penona  acciued  of 
criDW.  Thkilateoraffin^"  Mr.SoidicantimicB.  xfa  BO 
ftdt  of  dw  Staiir  or  Jailer,  iMnnilla  ikvmwaateCtaltalile 

RMMM." 

Mr.  Smith's  report  of  the  condition  ->f  tlie  jail 
produced  the  most  profound  wnsation  throughout 
the  city  and  coonty,  resultia(|^  as  tie  shall  see,  in 
an  entire  change  in  the  management  of  the  jail.  A 
special  committee  was  appointed  with  power  to 
expend  at  least  $4,000. 

The  foUowiiii^  was  ;ii]'ipir,I  ; 

A'.  ti'.'r'.-./.  riiat  till' Su|  t  iiitcndcnl  of  the  Capital  Police 
l>e  ;iiid  is  hereby  i:<  li'.vtid  to  notify  the  --»'ver,d  rapl.uiu 
anki  >ei,;eants  nt  the  I'oluc  of  the  Town  of  Watcrvlicl  to 
convey  pri'-oners  under  sentence  to  the  PUitMltiaryt  in 
place  of  leaving  thcu  at  the  County  Jail. 

A  Special  Meehng  was  held  June  16,  1868. 
The  principal  buainess  under  consideration  was 
the  improvement  of  the  County  Jail.  The  follow- 
ing resolution  w.is  .iilo])ted  : 

RfsoheJ,  That  the  Special  Coounittee,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred the  necctsity  of  altering  the  Connly  Jail,  he  author- 
ised to  ri-t  (  tve  proiviviali  in  accordance  with  tlir  plan"  nib- 
nitted  to  till  l'.i>;i'  l,  with  the  additional  story  willi  a  win.; 
OO  the  cost  side,  ai  presented  by  Mr.  Edmeston,  at  an  ex- 
penw  not  eBoeedii^  S3,5QO> 

NOfntMBBK  snsioic. 

The  Board  convened  as  County  Canvassers, 
November  10,  1868,  all  the  Supervisors  present 

After  Concluding'  the  caiivass.  the  Board  adjourned 
until  Wednesday,  November  11. 

Mr.  Edmeston  oflered  the  following  : 

K/tohtd,  I'h.^t  the  County  'I'n  a  -nrer  \<  and  hi-  :^  heri.l)y 
authoriletl  to  pay  to  the  cuutrattor^  u|'iin  jail  iinjinivciiient 
the  sum  of  ^4,000,  up'Ti  the  ^id  eontr.ii.  tors  pre-i  nting 
ccrtiliL.iie^.  si.;ried  by  the  architect  and  Chairman  of  the 
Coniiuittce  on  jail  ImproveaMD^  itatiag  that  nick  snails 

actually  due  them. 

Willi  li  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Reamer  otTered  the  followinf^: 

Whertas,  The  enlargement  of  the  County  Jail  during  the 
sonuner  has  been  a  aoene  oi  ntat  inconvenience  to  the 
Jailer,  and  atlcaded  wliil  eoonierablc  extra  cxpeniic,  he 
Wing  been  obliged  to  and  his  tenuly  into  the  country  for 
sevaral  nwiitlis  { theiefine 


R/sohtd,  That  the  t^ounty  Tre.vsurer  Ik;  aulh<>rii:cd  to 
pay  Allien  Gallup  extra  compcuaaiiuu  as  Jailer  of  the 
County  ol  Albany. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Gkahd  Jvross. — On  December  8  Mr.  Shear  pre- 
sented the  folltnvinj;^  ajiportionmcnt  of  Glind 
Jurors  in  and  lor  the  L'ouniy  of  Albany: 

Cily  -First  Ward,  21;  Second  Wartl,  II ;  Third  Ward,  li; 
Fourth  Ward,  10;  Filth  Ward,  6;  Sixth  Ward,  9;  Seventh 
Ward,  14;  Eighth  Ward,  21;  Ninth  Ward,  31;  Tenth  Ward, 
30.  Tenvns  lieme,  7;  Ik-thlehem,  16;  Cix-ymans,  10; 
(juilderland,  II;  Knox,  6;  jNew  Scotland,  o;  Kcmm.'.  l.ier- 
rillc,  9;  Wcstcrkt.  8;  Cohoei,  15;  Green  Uland,  5;  West 
Troy,  a4;  Watenttl^  s6h 

CiTT  RiDiiET. — Mr.  Bcndor  presented  the  City 
Budget.  This  amounted,  in  l  ;  i",  to  the  sum  of 
$616,611.  3-.  of  which  the  si;:n  i  f  5S-',  7'i'i.  87  was 
the  proportionate  part  of  i'olite  ex{)en8es  appor- 
tioned to  the  City  of  Albany  for  the  fiscal  year  end- 

i  ing  October  1, 1869,  pantoant  to  section  45,  cfai^iter 

I  544,  laws  of  1865. 

Improvkmf.nts  on  Jail. — Mr.  Edmeston,  fioin 
the  ."Special  Committee  on  the  impruvcmenll  of  die 
Jail,  presented  a  report  showing,  among  odier 
things,  that  the  total  cost  of  the  entire  improvements 
on  the  Jail  amounted  to  $8, 1 4  2. 18. 

Okkiciai.  CouNTi-  Papers. — The  Ar^ux  and  Ex- 
prtss  were,  on  ballot,  designated  as  the  official 
county  papers. 

Coi  M  Y  Hi  1)1, I  T. — On  Decern!  I  I  n  the  County 
Budget  was  presented,  which  amounted  to  f  385,- 
168.  a9.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Gr^  it  was 

Rttohtd,  That  ttcn  be  Wvbd  and  smweil  upon  the 
taxable  properly  of  tte  CouBity  the  asat  of  1660^000^  being 
the  amount  Mcationed  in  the  County  Badget  McicnliBd  this 
day  to  the  Board,  and  IndfedlBg  the  audllea  aocomls  of 

this  Ho.trd, 

The  rcsulution  was  adopted. 

Death  of  Si'pbrvisob  REAMKt. — On  the  as- 
sembling of  the  Board  in  the  afternoon  of  Decem- 
ber II,  Suj)ervisor  Schonninaker  arose  and,  in 
toiicliiiig  laiiL;u-iL;v,  announced  the  ileath  of  Super- 
visor Kc.imi T.  ol  Heme.  The  tribute  he  paid  to  his 
niemot  .  v  is  1.  Just  as  it  was  eloquent  and  imprcs- 

.si\e.     lie  cS>'^cd  by  saviiii^: 

"  I  li  i  I  a  Ix-t  iMvciui  nt  uhich  will  cast  a  dccji  fjlo<>in  ovtT 
all  who  are  numbered  as  his  ac<|uaintances.  A  political 
antagonist  and  a  ncightnr,  never  has  an  event  occurred  to 
mar  the  hannonyof  oarialerooarBi^  and  neaua  eoald  ba^-c 
been  taken  from  us  whose  km  all  would  more  deeply 

He  tlieii  >u!iHiiUed  liti  impressive  preamble,  fol- 
lowed by  equally  impressive  resolutions,  touching 
the  exemplary  life  and  useful  career  of  the  dctea.sed 
SuiK-Tvisor.  Among  the  resolutions  was  one  to 
,  the  effect  that  the  Chairman's  and  Clerk's  desks 
and  the  v.icant  chair  of  the  deceased  be  draped  in 
mourning.  It  sv;ts  also  icsoI\cil  that  tlie  li.  ard  at- 
tend the  funeral  in  a  body,  and  to  adjourn  until 
Tuesday  next  at  3:30  p.  M. 

Mr.  Fdtman,  in  seconding  the  lesolation^ 
which  were  adopted,  paid  a*  well-deserved  tribute 
to  the  memory  of  the  deceased. 

Trfasi  kkk's  Akkv'ai.  Statrxskt. — On  Decem- 
ber 15,  1668,  the  Board  met  pnrsout  to  adjourn- 
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menl,  and  Steplicn  V.  Frederick  |)rcscmed  liis  an- 
nual statement  of  moneys  received  and  disbursed 
from  the  ist  day  of  December,  1867,  to  the  ist  day 
of  December,  1868,  which  amounted  in  all  to 
5S57.492.54;  dwbunemenis  amounted  to  $8571- 
492.54.   His  rqxxt  •bovad  a  balanoe  in  his  hands 

of  5«.537-70. 
County  Bonm  Fund. — 


lialancc  on  hanil  ,   $3,313  c» 

Piricinl*  of  sail-  of  County  Itomls   150,000  00 

I'll  iuui::.H   3.618  76 

Tmusicmxl  Irum  Geiicnil  Fund   213,000  00 


IHAmememlt} 

Caiih  paid  bonds  due  March  I,  1S6S  $348,100  OO 

Canh  paid  Kinds  lUie  March  1,  1867   2,200  00 

Six  per  (.1  ti',,  inkrcvt  on  $20,000  .............  S"0  OO 

Coupon^,  luc  March  I,  1868  ,   5^1329  25 

C<JU[<on-  luc  September  I,  1K8.. .  53*744  00 

(  (H]|i-.Ti^  due  Majch  1,  1867.   267  75 

<  -lupijii-.  line  September  1,  1867   Iif'03  ix> 

Coupons  due  March  I,  1865    105  00 

Coupont  doe  September  I,  I S65   29925 

Certificate  of  boad  to  Ira  Heaphy   SS^  50 

CniS&em  «f  bond  to  Ncbon  Van  Pattco  to 

S.  TMth   587  50 

lateiat  on  WjfiflBO  to  Loan  CooHBlltoe   a^ioo  00 

Bakaoe   1,373  ^ 


ISTCMQt  7< 

F.x<  isK. — The  whole  numher  of  liccnaei  glUltcd 
in  the  County  for  the  year  1S68  was  640. 

The  County  was  dividetl  this  year  into  three 
lioeoiied  districts,  each  placed  in  charge  of  one  excise 
commissioner.  Mr.  &  F.  Powell  was  one;  Mr.  £. 
Newoomb  was  the  second;  Mr.  GoobbIos  was  the 
third 

The  whole  number  of  licenses  granted  in  Mr. 
PoweHs  district  was  161,  at  $30  each,  making 
♦4.830. 

The  whole  number  issued  in  Mr.  Newcomb's  dis- 
trict was  159  ;  157  of  which  were  at  tjoeach,  one 
at  $150,  and  one  at  5-5. 

The  whole  number  in  Mr.  Gonsalus'  district, 
was  140,  as  follows : 

West  Troy,  55  ;  Cohocs,  33  ;  Green  Mand  6 ; 
Wattr^licf,  16;  Seventh  Ward,  30;  total, 
140^  at  $30  each,  amounting  to   $4,200  00  > 

Paid  county  treasurer   3>55o  00 

Balance  on  hand.....   S650  co 


Sum  total  of  Mr.  Powell's  district   $4,830  00 

M     H    H  <4    NcWLonib's  district   4.9i5  "o 

"  Gonsalus' district   4,200  00 

Total  |i3>965  00 

Total  amount  paid  to  county  tMa*. 

vier  by  Mr.  Powell  ,  113,500  00 

Total  amount  paid  to  county  tnai. 

met  hf  Mr.  Newcomb   4,195  00 

Total  amoant  paid  to  canty  treas- 

aitrlijrlfr.  Gflosalas...   3f55oa> 

♦n,t55  00 

*Hal   Mood 


Tlic  excise  ijuustion  this  year,  and  fur  .se\eral 
years  previous,  was  a  matter  of  great  embarrass- 
ment and  expense  to  the  county.  A  large  number 
of  salts  for  the  violation  of  excise  laws  had  been 
commenced.  Numerons  judgments  had  been 
obtained  without  any  return  to  the  county,  and  at 
a  ver\  lieavy  expense  to  the  taxpayers.  This  sub- 
ject oi  l  upied  much  of  the  time  of  this  session. 
Finally  on  Jan.  6,  1 86i>,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Weaver, 
the  Board  resolved  to  .settle  all  jtldgments  now  on 
file  for  violation  of  the  then  preaent  esciae  law  for 
the  sum  of  twenty-five  cents  on  the  dollar  npon  all 
sums  represented  by  such  judgment  and  costs,  pro- 
videil  the  amount  was  paid  to  Geo.  V.  Tbacher, 
the  present  Clerk  of  the  Boord,  on  or  befiue  the 
first  day  of  April,  1869. 

Mr.  Staats  mtrodaced  a  reaolation  denonncing 
the  excise  law,  and  moved  that  the  committee  on 
application  to  the  Legislature  be  requested  to  pre- 
p.ire  a  law  whicii  will  invest  the  whole  power  of 
excise  in  the  I'olite  Commissioners  so  far  as  the 
police  districts  exist  in  this  county,  and  that  where 
they  do  nut  exii>t  the  wpervisors  of  the  several 
towns  shall  grant  licenses  for  the  sale  of  malt  and 
alcoholic  liqin  -r-..    Tliis  resoIuii<:in  vas  adopted. 

Mr.  \\  e.ivcr  moved  that  the  following  be  added 
to  the  resolution  relative  to  judgments  obtained  bjr 
the  Excise  Commissioners : 

Rttoived,  That  if  it  lie  found  that  any  of  the  parties 
agaiaat  wImmd  these  judgmenls  are  held  are  in  such  cir. 
coaalaBces  flat  they  are  tutcrly  unable  to  pay  the  same, 
that  aueh  non  payments  be,  upon  tbc  reoomaieiHtoiion  of 
the  soperrisor  of  the  ward  or  town  in  wUdt  Mdl  pixtiM 
reside,  canceled  fat  the  aum  oCooc  dollar. 

Adopted. 

When  It  is  known  that  each  of  the  defendants  in 

those  judgments  could,  on  executions  issued 
upon  them,  have  been  arre.sted  and  imprisoned  for 
ni  in-[  avniciit,  the  kiiitv  of  the  Board  in  ii>;.ird  to 
them  w  ill  be  fully  appreciated.  After  some  other 
business  the  board  adjourned  sine  die. 

Proceedings  of  the  Annual  Spring  Session  of  the 
Board  of  Supervisors  of  the  Utv  and  County  of 
Albany,  lield  in  the  Gty  Hall,  in  the  Gty  of  Albany, 
May  II,  1869. 

Members  present: 

First  Want,  Wm.  T.  Weaver;  Saooad  Wwd.  Lswrawa 

Csrey; Third  Ward.  Aaroo  R.Pratt;  Foi»a  Ward,  JohnC. 

Fclfman;  Fifth  Ward,  Wm.  HaskeU;  Sixth  WaitJ,  Alexander 
.\.  Edmcston;  Seventh  Ward,  John  Fitzgerald ;  Eighth  Wanl, 
lames  I).  Walsh;  Ninth  Ward,  Chnstian  Schurr;  Tenth 
\Vard,  Dr.  <'tallei;  Piernc,  .Vlfrcd  Hungcrford;  Mcthlchem, 
Gixir^;e  (  '.  Adams;  Coeyraans,  John  U.  Shi-ar;  Guilderlan<l, 
1  lirani  I  .riv;^s;  Knux,  I'ctcr  Schixmniakcr;  New  S<.Tt!,uiil, 
NiLhiilas  H.  Ilouck;  Kcn»elaer\fllc,  William  liagivny; 
Watcrvlict,  Wm.  J.  \\  hecl«r;  Wetterio^  JuKlM  ThqW. 

Cliairman,  Wm.  J.  Whixler. 

Cleric,  Charles  J.  PeaK. 

County  Physician,  Milton  M.  Lamb. 

I  >oorkecpcr,  .\nthony  Oaag. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment  on 
May  13,  1869.  TTic  minutes  of  the  last  meeting 
reail  and  .ip]iro\ed. 

The  Chairman  then  announced  the  .*!tam)i\o 
CoMMiTTSEs  for  the  ensuing  year. 

AAer  conductiitg  stmie  business  the  Ikiard  ad- 
joumed  till  the 
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On  November  9,  1869,  the  Bmird  convened  ac- 
coiding  to  adjournment;  all  the  Supervisors  present 
In  the  absence  of  Mr.  Wbeder,  Mr.  Sbear  was 

chosen  Chairman  pro  km. 

Aftur  dix  h;ir<rin<,'  the  duties  of  County  Canvass- 
ers, llie  Bo.iiii  .uli'mrncil. 

At  the  meeting  held  November  10,  an  interesting 
statement  in  r^d  to  taxes  in  the  County  was  pre- 
sented. 

Mr.  Weaver  pnesented  this  statement  to  the 
Board,  in  the  following  manner: 

AUANY  crrv. 

WebCfC  find  thai  the  as^^-.-^cd  valin-.if  ri.il  ami  jK-rsonal 
CirtSkte  for  the  <  ity  of  j\ll>.iriy  has  iinrfascd  Inmi  18*010 
1868  $1,1 18,426,  iK-int;  an  incicasi-  ni  f.iur  aii  l  niK-  half  per 
cent.;  wlillc  M(ualUcd  value  in  the  samepcntxl  has  in- 
cnasc'd  s  1 5^,461,  bdng  an  JBcrane  of  tkirtm  and  one- 

WMccnth  j*er  tent. 

Now,  while  tbc  assessed  value  of  the  City  o(  AllMDjrhu 
faicreascd  four  and  onc-quartcr  per  cent.,  tM  aMiwiirrt  value 
ofaUdMtomaoaBdiiMdlna  JncniMil  eightMn  and  one- 
tbapcr  ooiL,  and  wUfe  the  aqailiaad  nlat  fbr  the  City  of 
Albany  hat  facrautd  tiiirten  and  oae'riatecDth  per  cent, 
IheincreaMinalltbeodier  towiM  cambfaud  b  but  nkie  and 
aiie4ialfperi 


a)  Value. 
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In  tlie  above  l;ible  nearly  ^1,000,000  of  the  in- 
crea.scd  assessed  value  in  the  town  of  Watenrliet  is 

credited  to  the  year  1868. 

Cm  Bi/DGKT — For  the  year  1869  amounted  in 
•11  to|6oi,i88.s9. 


"Ilie  salary  uf  tli,.-  Coimn  l'ii\ Niti-iii  was  fixed 
{jjkreisxjlution  ;it  ttic  siiiii  of^vjo  jxt  aniuiin. 

CctNT^V'  .-BuiHiET. — The  county  budget  for  tlie 
year  i8i(r*srAo^nted  in  011101583,517.98. 
•* 

Coi'N'n  TV<F..v.«iV.F,K. —Mr.  Tiicvi  r  iircsciUcd  the 
boml  ofCViunly"+  rc-lvir<  r-clc(.  t  Alexander  Kennedy, 
Ksq  It  wa.s  sighi-d-'lU  Jonathan  R.  Henrick, 
JaSb  A.  McDonald  ahd  i'hilip  O'Brien.  It  was  in 
the  jK'Dalty  of  $100,000.  .'    /  , 

The  siii>c-rviM >r  of  the  1'T\>  >:  fif  Coeymans  .is 
authorized  to  borrow  on  the  citdtt  ..f  the  town  the 
sum  of  $2,000  to  pay  damaj^es  an.i  expenses  in 
rebuilding  and  repairing  bridges  and  rdad^  damaged 
hj  a  Hood  in  dw  said  town.  ; 

KxciSE. — The  Commi.s.sioners  of  F,.xci.se,  Messrs. 
E.  Xewcomb,  J.  Reynolds  and  G.  W.  Gonsalus, 
reported  tfie  following  as  the  whole  number  of 
iicen.scs  .md  amounts  of  money  tcoeivied  for  the 

same  for  tlie  year  1869  : 

Whole  number  granted  at  $jo   410 

M  M  M  44  75..,,.,  I 
M  "  "   I..  I 

Total  nambcr  in  the  oou^   448 

AafiaDavf:  4i9  3t  t30   $0^57000 

"  "     75   75  00 

I  "   ijo   150  OO 

Total  receipts   $13,065  00 

Paid  CO— ^  tHaiuHii   11,16300 

Cni  NTT  Tre.\si  kf.r's  Statement. — The  County 
Treasurer  transmitted  his  annual  statement  of 
money  received  and  disbursed  from  the  fust  day  of 
December,  1868,  to  the  first  day  of  December, 
1869,  showing  a  balance  on  hand : 

Reoa^fimaallsoaroea   88111,15854 

nasoBsmnrrs. 

Kcsoludoo   $305  89 

Anditacoounli,.   130,640  11 

Total  with  remainder  ef 
disbursements   fSll^l58  54 

Stephen  y.  Frederidc,  Cotm^  TVeasurer,  in  ao> 
count  with  Conntf  of  Albany : 

1868.  Dr. 

Dec  I,  to  balance  on  hand.   i>iS73  96 

March  I,  to  m-t  procceils  from  sale  of  Albany 

County  UjikU   353i76t  55 

Tiranaiiarred  from  general  account.   305,00000 

1460^81 

1869.  ~ 
IXu  ml«r,  tobafaaoe                               $i»ty»  56 

1869.  Or. 
Paid  bonds  due  March,  i86a... ^{48,000  00 
 '    1868   7  00  00 

"  iiiti  rc-.t  on  S2y,cxxj  (6  per  cent.)   87000 

"   COUiMIU  of  1S67,  1868,  1869   109,334  35 

BylMlaaca   t,*39 

♦460,034  81 

Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Supervisors  of 
Albany  city  and  cotm^at  die  anntial  meeting  hdd 
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at  the  Gqt  Hall  in  the  Qqr  oT  Albany,  Vitj  tq, 
187a 

The  members  present  were  t 

First  Ward,  WnliL-.iHL;  Meyer  ;  Sxotui  .W^OfV,  •Frederick 
Schiffcniecker ;  Thini  Want,  Win,  |."*\V^eaJcr  ;  Fourth 
Ward,  George  I'.  Lyixl  ;  Filth  Ward.-'TbotnJs  H.  Craven  ; 
Sixth  Ward,  John  C.  I  cUman  ;  Sc^iSiUil  Ward,  Abraham 
H.  tJarficW  ;  Eighlh  Ward,  Hcmf^R-Haskins;  Ninth  Ward. 
James  Bartley  ;  Tenth  \yard,*.Tholiu»  KaaarY;  Eleventh 
Wwd,JolmR.  Stewart: -TwelilR  Ward,  lolm  McKenna; 
TUrlaadh  Wafd.  l^hUiti  FKtUtkk;  FourtecadiWaBd,  U  H. 
KomnUr:  FiAnaitll  Ditvid  W.  Sedqr;  Sistenth 

.  Waid,  Georgs  B/^l%b* 

*.  '  COHOES. 

Fint.WjO^*j4Mq>hCakmaii:  SMond  Ward,  W.Taylor 
Doag«:tril}iia  Ward.  Jakn  Sodlj;  Fourft  WaM.  Sobnoo 

Dottcr.'*. 

10WN5. 

Hcnic,  Alfred  Ilunjcerfonl  ;  Uethlehem,  (leorgc  C. 
Adams;  Cocytnans,  John  It.  Shear;  Ciuilderlatid,  lliram 
'•rij;t;'i;  Kno'v,  IV  tir  Sch(xmin;ikcr  ;  New  Scotl.iii  l,  Alon/o 
K.  Vuiiti...,;  K,  ;i--rl.u-rville.  Win.  Ma'^iviiy;  W.itcrvliet, 
Will,  J.  Wlitcler:  Wr  1.  rlo,  i  ir-xni  I.,  ll.innay.  Chainnan, 
Wm.  J.  Weaver;  Cli:V,.<  ii,irli>j.  IV.im  ;  '  >iiiiuy  PhjFlfciaa, 
Milton  M.  Lamb;  IXjorkecpcr,  Daniel  McClary. 

Ader  the  transaction  or  some  unimportaot  busi- 
ness the  15o;iriJ  mlji  luriici. 

A  special  meeting  of  tlic  Board  took  place  in  the 
Cbmmoii  Council  Qiamber,  at  whi(^  aU  the  mem- 
bers were  pKSenL  Ihis  mcrting  was  called  for 
the  I'lip  ,sc  ofhearing  a  rcj)uri  from  the  special 
ci.mmiiiL'c  ai'poirucil  t')  take  char^'o  of  tin-  .iltora- 
tion  ol  llie  Supervisors'  room.  A  ?»unn-\vl).n  iicuted 
discussion  arose,  after  wliicli  the  report  was  read, 
showing  that  the  work  had  been  let  to  Messrs. 
Norman  and  Treadvrell,  architects,  of  Albany,  who 
made  plans  and  s{)ecificatu>na  for  the  work  which 
had  been  adopted. 

They  advcriiseil  in  the  county  papen  for  pro- 
posals for  the  wurii.  as  follows : 

For  carpenter  work. 

For  carpenter  and  maion  wiu-L 

For  carpenter,  mason  work  and  painting. 

For  luiis.m  w  ork. 

For  panning. 

The  committee  had  awarded  die  worit  as  fol- 
lows : 

Carpenter  wmk  lo  '  ienr^e  Martin,  Troy,  lor.  .  .  .    $963  43 

Mason  work  t>j  Aleii.  Slianelley  for   7" 

Painting  to  Wm.  Grithn   1S4  00 

Total  $i,ai7  4a 

The  committee  sold  the  old  furniture  and 
carpets  at  auctkm  for  I79,  le»  $7.90  expenses; 

Fai  L  .'"^i.ssioN.  The  Board  convened  November 
5,  1 870.  A  full  iloard  present,  except  Snpervisor- 
Fredericks. 

Ax  iKTiXKmc  QunnoN  -lut cuing  Excise. — 
at  a  previous  meeting  of  the  Board,  a  resolution 
was  aidopted  denying  the  Commisrionen  of  Excise 

the  rifcht  to  etnplny  counsel  to  prosecute  suits  for 
thcin  and  conferring  ilie  right  to  employ  counsel 
for  them  ujton  the  l^w  Cc)mmittee  of  tlie  .*^upcr- 
visors.  The  Commissioners  denied  the  right  of  the 
snperviaon  to  interfere  in  the  matter.  Litigation 


ensued  and  the  case  finally  terminated  in  the  Court 
of  Appea]%  which  coort  decided  that  the  Commis- 
stoners  of  Exdse  had  die  power  to  employ  coonsd 
to  prosecute  such  claims  as  they  deniied  were 
I)ropcr  to  prosecute  for  any  violation  of  the  excise 
law.  On  Nov.  Ji,  1 870,  the  n-jjint  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  lujualizatiiin  was  presented.  It  is  an 
intcresling  and  instructive  rep<'>rt,  tcx)  long,  how- 
ever, to  l>e  insertcii  in  this  work;  but  the  reader  is 
refcired  to  pages  37  38  of  the  journal  of  the  Board 
of  Supervisors  for  i  Syofor  the  tabulated  report, 
and  to  pagc-s  jy,  40,  41,  42,  43,  44,  45  for  Uie  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Supervisors,  and  the  opinion  of  the 
Attorney  General  in  relation  to  the  said  report. 

On  November  a8,  Joseph  C.  Y.  Puge;  Citf 
Chamberlain,  made  >t  rej)ort  to  the  Supervisors  of 
the  couniy.  pursuant  to  chapter  77,  .section  43, 
laws  ol  I  . "^70,  that  according  to  his  estimate  it 
would  require  for  the  expenses  of  the  District 
Attorney's  uflicc  for  tlie  ensuing  year  ending  Oct. 
31,  I H7 1,  the  sum  of  #3,ociofor  the  following  pur- 
poses, viz.: 

S.il.iiie^  iif  i»MSji,  i_ial  i.ttlti.i!-^  at  si,20O  ,.,$3,400  00 

Traveling  and  oilier  necessary  cxpcnaes. ........     600  00 


Total  $3,000  00 

CiRANn  Ji  ROR.s. —  On  December  i,  187?  ,  Mr. 
Adams,  frt'in  the  committee  a]i|)ointed  to  appor- 
tion the  Grand  Jurors  for  the  County  of  Albany, 
reported  as  follows : 

First  Ward,  8;  Second  Ward,  8;  Third  Ward.  9;  Fourth 
Ward.  13;  Fifth  Ward.  io:SUlhWard.  14;  Seventh  Waid,6; 
Fighth  Wnd,  to:  Ninth  Ward,  8;  TcaUi  Waid.6i  Eleventh 
Ward,  n  ;  Twelfth  Ward,  9:  Thirfaath  Ward,  11;  Foar- 
tecadi  Ward, 9;  FUtBcalh  Ward,  11 ;  iHsten&Whid,  11. 

TOWNS. 

Berne,  7;  Bethlehem,  ij  ;  Cocytnans,  10;  Knox,  6; 
New  Scotland,  0  ;  Kcniiteaerville,  9 ;  CaOderland,  11  : 
Wealerlu,  8 ;  Cohoes,  Fint  Ward,  7  ;  Cohoo^  Second 
Ward,  c;  Coboea,  Third  Ward,  8;  Cohnct,  Fowth  Waid,  %\ 
Green  Uaad,  5  ;  Wett  Tray,  £4  ;  Watenrliet,  15. 

CiTV  BiDcrr. — On  December  5  the  City 
Budget  was  presented  to  the  Board,  whick 
amounted  in  all  to  1675,573,  #195, 7*50  of  which 
was  for  the  support  of  PulAic  School^  pursuant  to 
chapter  444,  laws  of  1866. 

CouxTT  TtKASURER. —  On  December  7  .Mcxan- 
andcr  Kctincily,  Ci'unly  Treasurer,  transmitted  his 
annual  statement  ut  money  received  and  disbursed 
from  Januaiy  1,  i870,  to  ]>ecember  t,  187a 


Therecaipls 
The  **  ■ 


lo  .$891,000  67 

  891,000  67 


KQUAUZATTOK  OT  ASSISSMIXTS,  COO~n  OF  ALBANY, 
AKUUAL  SiSStOH  OT  187 1. 

The  Board  convened  punmant  to  statute,  at  the 
City  Hall  in  die  of  Aftany,  Tuesday,  May 
9,  1871.  Supervisors  present: 


First  Ward,  Teter  Halpeii  :  Scv.nul  Wanl,  Ficdcrick 
Si  hirtcrdeeker  ;  Third  W.ird^  Willi.in)  I.  Wiavrr;  Imirth 
Ward,  Ktcliani  Hurtle;  Filtli  W-wd,  I^hmiia^  H,  Craven  ; 
Sixth  Ward,  John  C.  Fdtman  ;  Seventh  Wani,  Ira  Porter  ; 
Kigbth  Waid,  Henry  K.  Hasluus ;  Ninth  Waid,  Andrew 
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Xaan;  'I'cnth  Ward,  Amlrew  R.  HoBter:  Eleventh  Ward, 
John  McHaffif,  I  wi lull  Ward,  John  McKenna;  Thirtcvnlh 
Ward.  r..lmu:id  j.  I..  rl;  Fourt«.-iith  Ward.  Mkh.icl  H. 
Kcnnesdly;  Kittccnih  Ward,  lacob  II.  Ten  Eyck;  Sixteeuth 
Waid,  Rttrkk  H.  IMy. 


ooHon. 


nnt  Ward.  Jotmh  CnliMMi :  SeooBd  Ward,  W.  Taylor 
Dodge;  TlifadW»id,JoluiSc!iil4rS  Feofdi  Ward, Sdoman 
Sotter. 

TOW  N';. 

Ik-nic,  Wmiam  Zeh;  Rcthl.lum,  Allxrtir-  W.  nirkor; 
Cue wiLiii-,  Juhii  H.  Slii-ar;  < luildcrlainl.  Hir.im  liri;;^;-.; 
Kiiii\,  I'i  Slt  SchtKJtimakcT;  New  Scotland,  Hubert  Taylor; 
l^cn<'<hu  rvillc,  Walter  R.  Tanner;  Walanii«^  Emmet 
Flagler;  Wotcrlo,  Warren  Katscnkmns. 

Tlic  following?  were  the  officers  choMn  for  the 
year  i  ^ - 1  : 

I'rcsidi^  nt.  William  J.  Wbeeler;  Cterk,  CHiarks  L.  Pease; 
County  Physician,  Dr.  Mltaa  11.  Lamb;  Doork«e|Mr,  Ed- 
ward [.  Flaiieiian. 

Stanuinu  Committees. — On  May  lo,  1871, 
the  Freadent  annoanced  tbe  Standing  Com* 

mittees. 

Fall  Session. — ^The  Board  met  according  to 
adjonmmcnt,  November  14,  1871,  all  meinbeia 
beiQg  present  After  attendinjj  to  the  duties  re- 
quired of  them  as  a  Uuartl  of  Canvassers,  they  ad- 
fooned. 

Cot  \TV  Ji  dge's  S.m  aky.  -  Oil  November  21, 
1871,  a  cominuiiicalioi)  \va>  |ir(-iciittil  to  the  lioard 
of  Supervisors,  .s'giied  by  Hon.  li.iniiilon  Harris, 
Hon.  Wm.  L.  L^med,  Hon.  Anutsa  J.  Farlier, 
Hon.  Lyman  TVematn,  Hon.  Samnei  Hand,  War- 
ren S.  KcIIry,  Tm\.,  Simeon  W.  Ro&ciulale,  Esq., 
M.  I'Votliiugluim,  E.sq.,  N,  Swartz,  Km|..  and 
ne.irlv  every  nieiiiber  (>f  tlic  profrs.sii >ii  in  ihe  ^\\\, 
setting  fortii  that  the  duties  of  the  C  oumy  Judge 
woala  thercailer  be  very  largely  increased,  in  con- 
aequence  of  tbe  eniaiged  jurisdiction  given  to  Ihe 
Coonly  Coofts  by  the  late  amendments  of  theCon- 
stitutiL.n  of  the  State,  and  tliat  a  sahiry  rif  55,rco 
per  year  would  l>e  no  more  than  an  adequate  com- 
pensation for  the  performance  of  the  duties  of 
Coiint)r  Judge;  and,  therefore,  as  a  matter  of 
jttsdce  to  t£e  oecapant  of  the  office  as  for  the 
di.rnity  of  the  position,  they  respectfully  ask  the 
Hoard  to  fix  the  future  salary  of  that  wflke  at  a 
sum  not  lesN  than  $5,ol>ci.  In  acconUince  with 
this  communication  a  resolution  was  adopted 
ixing  the  salary  of  Coantjr  Judge  on  and  after 
tbe  1st  day  of  January  then  next  at  #5,000,  in 
quarterly  payments. 

The  County  Treasurer  transmitted  his  annual 
statement  ol  moneys  received  and  disbursed  from 
the  1st  of  December,  1870,  to  the  ist  ol  Decem- 
ber, iS«7i,  showing  a  balance  on  band. 

The  whole  amount  di  each  receipts  amounted 
to  the  sum  of  $1,164,420.11 ;  the  disbutsements 
amounted  that  year  to  $1,164,420.11. 

Kqualized  valuation  of  the  and  Coun^  of 
Albany  : 

I'resident  Weaver,  from  the  Committee  on  Equal- 
ization of  Taxes,  made  tbe  following  report,  which 
was  adopted: 
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AHMUAL  SntlNO  SnSIOK,  1 872. 

Proceedings  oT  tbe  Board  of  Supervisors  of  the 

City  and  Cminty  of  Albiinv.  held  at  the  Citv  Hall, 
in  ilie  City  of  Albany,  M.iy  14,  187a.  Members 
present: 

Al  HAKV. 

First  Ward,  Charles  S.  I>cnnfaon;  Second  Ward,  Feler 

Hali>cii;  Third  Ward,  .Mos«  White:  Fourth  Ward,  Thomas 
H.  Craven;  Fifth  Ward,  Francis  N.  Sill;  Sixth  Ward, 
lli>ra!iii  P.  Prime;  S<'venth  \V.irtl,  M.irihall  IVllmlt; 
Kiuhtli  Ward,  John  Ikily;  Ninth  W  ird,  J.>«Tn-<  \l>  Murray; 
Tenth  Ward. ' I.eop. ,ld  '  C.  (..  K«l)iiika:  Kl.  vni'.h  Ward, 
John  MLllaltic;  T\u  llt(i  Ward,  William  II  Inn-.  !);  1  hir- 
tcenth  Ward,  I'.diiuitid  |.  I  .>jrd ;  Fourteenth  Ward,  Jacob 
H.  I'l'ii  Kv.  k;  Kirto.'i>ili  Ward,  Gcotge  B.  HojTt;  Sixteenth 
Ward,  Kobert  S,  Duniont. 

conoBS. 

Firtt  Ward,  Mtehael  Sht  rliKk;  Second  Warrl,  W.  Tavlor 
Dodge;  ThW  Ward,  James  McOuirk;  Fourth  Wird, 
WUlSm  NdHgaa. 


Kerne,  Willi.xm  Zeh;  Bethlcbera,  Allieitu.  W.  Itccker; 
Cot  vni.m^,  Comeliui  V.in  Dcrrec;  (iuilderlaiul,  lliram 
Uring*;  Knox,  Peter  Seho<«nm.iker:  New  Scotland,  Rolicrt 
Taylor;  KeniaelacrriUe,  William  K.  Tattner;  Waicrvlict, 
Eaunet  Flaclcr;  Weitarfak  Orm  L.  Haamqr. 

Mr.  Flagler  offered  the  follow  ing  resolution  : 

Rttohfd,  That  the  foUowin^-nanie^l  |>cr»<)n»  be  and  are 
hereby  appointed  [x-rmanfnl  otlicer*  of  the  Ikaid  Of  Super* 
visors  ol  .Mdany  <  'puiity  (or  the  enMiin);  year: 

President.  H  r.un  i 'niips;  Clerk,  William  .\nii«  rs<.ti; 
County  Physician,  James  F.  McKown;  lloorkeeper,  Richard 
B.  Ilagadoni. 

At«  neelixtgof  the  Board  May  15,  1879,  the 
Chairman  aaaonnoed  die  auuding  committees. 
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At  a  meeting  of  tlie  Hoard  December  7,  1872, 
the  Chairman  from  the  Commiltee  on  Equaliu- 
tion  reported  as  follows : 
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II.  GriKfjs,  Co.  B.  H<.vt,  Jno.  McHafTie,  W. 
T.  DocIkc,  n.  A.  rriiiLc.  A.  \V.  Ik-iktT,  ().  I.. 
Haunay,  Wni.  R.  Tanner,  L.  C.  G.  Kshinka, 
Fkter  Halpin,  Comm^e$, 

Report  adopted. 

The  City  Bt'iMR  ms  also  presented  «t  this 
meeting. 

Mr.  SchiKinmakcr,  Chairman  of  the  Finance 
Ctmimiltcc,  moved  that  $200,000  of  the  war  debt 
of  till-  I  ountj  be  funded,  which  motkm  was 

adopted. 

Coi MY  Ik  nc.ET. — .\  motion  was  prcseiitLiI  order- 
ing that  llie  sum  of  $771,626.31  be  levied  and 
assessed  on  the  taxable  property  of  the  County  of 
Albany,  to  be  applied  for  variotis  purpose!),  among 
which'  were  the  following : 

Stetiaadictoiltu  US^m  39 

Support  of  Aim  home   iSiOOo  00 

Support  of  Puicntt  in  State  Lnnalie  Aqrloa. .    aSiOOo  00 

SuperviionaiidoBiocn   i3joaoao 

Pnndpal  due  on  Coonty  bonds   I74«ooo  00 

Audited  accoonto   tiogooo  00 

Caalingent«   15,000  00 

Making  with  other  items  $971,620  39 

Leas  the  sum  of  ^aocvooo  ordered  funded  by  the 
Board. 


The  ratio  of  taxation  for  State  and  County  pur- 
pom  was  fixed  b/ the  Board  at  $1.54.  The  ratio 
of  taxation  in  the  CSXf  of  Albany,  Ci^  of  Cohoes, 
and  the  several  towns  was  fixed  as  follows : 

City  of  Albany,  i4.io;  City  of  Cohoes,  $1.72;  Berne, 
$3.96;  licthlchcm,  51.70;  Cocymans,  S1.80;  Gilderland, 
|a.tt;  KaoK,  S3.0o;  New  ScoUud,  $1.64;  KeiMKlacrvilk, 
IjxsQt  Weiterlo,         Walmliel,  fs.a4. 

The  great  loosenc^«  in  the  form  of  accounts  for 
legal  services  which  had  been  presented  to  the 
Board,  and  also  in  the  manner  oi  their  verification, 
led  to  die  foHowing  bj  Mr.  Kdibiica : 

^/mAw^  HutDoaooooiib  for  legal  servioet  nndeied  m 
any  proceedinn  before  any  Juaiice  of  the  Pesos  or  PoliBe 

Justice,  shall  be  audited  1)y  the  Ko.trd  of  SopervlMn  tt 
Albany  County,  unless  eertitied  l>y  the  Jiutke  befenwbou 
such  proceedings  shall  Ix:  bad  that  such  services  were  ac- 
tually necessary  and  rendered  at  his  re(]ucst,  and  all  such 
acccumt*  shall  be  accompanied  bf  a  itatement  ibowinc  the 
rcMih  of  the  punrwrthigi  In  eadi  case;  iMA  retohiHoB  was 
adopti-ii. 

The  salary  of  the  District  Attorney  was  fixed  and 
establislunl  at  $4,500  per  anntun,  oomnMncing  on 
the  1st  of  January,  1873. 

Mr.  Schoonmaker,  jrom  the  Finance  Committer 
reportetl  the  following : 

Kettlvtd,  That  there  be  levied  upon  the  taxable  pni|ierty 
of  Albuiy  Oft  sum  of  |M7,56s.is  Car  the  MIoirtair  per- 

City  liiil^'ft   &'>3t,44l  57 

ToSicc  DL-]).irtinent   116,500  00 

P.itk  Commissioaen...........   6l,W4  56 

Cilycharecs.   II>7M  «9 

Unpaid  TiuEOB  due  thaCom^   n 

Total  l«ri56B  15 

The  Board  adjonmed  December  19. 

1875— MNvaL  snuMO  sianoN. 

The  board  met  at  their  rooms  in  the  Cil^  Hall, 
Tuesday,  May  13,  1873. 
Snpervisois  pment: 

ALiiA>nr. 

First  Ward,  Tharles  A.  IVnntson;  Second  Ward,  John 
I.yon«;  Third  Wanl.  .Nfoscs  White;  Fourth  Ward,  James 
Macfarlanc;  Fifth  W.w),  Alcxamli-r  II.  Wand-i;  Sixth 
Ward.  lIi>ratio  P.  rrime;  Si  vi-nih  Wanl.  Marshall  IVl.ljutC 
Eighth  Ward.  Jnhn  Paly;  Ninth  Waul,  James  Cotid.m; 
Tenth  Wanl.  I/?r>|><>l<t  ('.  V,,  Kshinka;  Kleventli  War.l.  Jiihn 
McllatVic;  Twellth  Ward,  Wm.  K.  Murnhy;  Thirtcenih 
Ward,  luliiiimil  I.  l.or.l;  l  i  urtccnth  Ward.  Jacolill  Ten 
Eyck;  Fifteenth  Ward,  Charli-s  L.  I'case;  Sixteenth  Ward, 
Wama  S.  Low. 

COIIOES. 

First  Ward,  Silas  Owen;  Second  W.ir  1,  (ie.ir^je  K. 
Simmons;  Third  Ward,  James  MuGuirki  Fourth  Ward,  Cor- 
nsBmVaadeiwook. 

TOWNS. 

Berne,  William  Zch;  llethlchera,  Alberlus  W.  Becker; 
Coeymans,  Cornelius  Vamlcrzec;  Guildcrl.'wd,  Hiram 
fJriggs;  Knox,  Tunis  Slingerland;  New  Scotland,  Horace 
T.  I>evcreux,  Wa'ervliet,  Jesse  C.  l>ayti>n;  We^tcrln, 
<  irison  L.  H.mnay.  l  hairman,  Hiram  lirig^;!;  Cl  rk, 
Michael  J.  Powers;  County  rbysician,  Dr.  J.  F.  Mckown. 

This  session  of  the  Board  of  Sopervisors  in  its 
organization  and  appointments  resembled  the 
Assembly  in  many  respects. 
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Among  the  matters  nf  rcsemblaiKc,  two  paires 
were  on  luotion  aj)poiiueil,  and  tlicir  ;ijijn>nuiiR'iU 
was  given  to  the  Qiainnan,  and  Kcats  we  re  drawn. 
Spectiton  were  imprased  with  the  dignity,  ability 
and  ooartesy  which  characterised  Ae  proceedings 
of  the  Board.  It  was  indfcd  in  all  ri-^i«xts  what 
the  Legislature  of  the  capital  n  iuiilv  nt  the  State 
ought  to  be. 

After  the  usual  routine  of  business  the  Board 
adjonnied. 

Special  Session. — Aiiyiist  20,  1X73,  the  Board 
met  in  special  session.  On  the  26ih  of  August  the 
Soperviaocs  met  die  SULe  Iknrd  of  AaacMors  at 
AJmay.  This  meeting  ww  die  onlj  bnrinen  trans- 
acted at  tbiaseMioD,  aod  that  was  ot  litde  impor- 
tance^ 

FaixSsssiok. — ^The  Board  me^  Novcml>cr  11, 
1873;  ail  the  membefs  present  After  concluding 
their  business  as  canvassers  th^  adjourned  till 
November  la,  and  proceeded  with  the  regular 
urdcr  of  I>UKiin.s.s,  jircsentation  of  [)c;il:oiis,  of 
accounts,  reports  ut  standing  committees  and  mis- 
cdlaneons  business. 

A  communication  was  read  from  N.  K.  HopltinSb 
Comptroller  of  the  State,  stating  that  the  Board  of 
Eijualization  of  Taxes,  in  pursuance  of  chaj)ter  312 
of  the  laws  of  1859,  had  fixed  the  aggregate 
valuation  of  property  in  Albany  County  at  the 
sum  of  $49,631,006,  upon  which  a  State  tax 
of  #344,935.49  had  to  be  levied  for  the  then 
current  fiscal  year  beginning  October  i,  1S73, 
bdng  6<^^  mills  on  the  dollar,  for  the  following 
ptupoaes: 


Per  chap.   Laws  of 
756  ito 


For  •elwol>  i| 

Farfoienl  inui>Q!«9  i\ 

For  BooBtjr  delit  a 

FnrMwGipital   t| 

Fdr  aiqriinas  aad  rdbnuiorics  ^ 
For  Gfliial  lloatfaig  debt  under 

chap.  171,  km  1S59   I 

Foriwwworie  on  canala  and 

extxm  rejttirs   J 

For  psyinciit  of  awards  by 
Citial  AppraiMT*  and  Canal 
Conmii'---i.jnerv,  jsiy  eertifi- 
c.itcs  of  in  lcliltdness  and 
(Iclu  u  rii  v  .11  sluicing  fund..  ^'^ 
Fur  acadcmtct  and  luiiou 
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1873 
1873 
1873 
1873 

1873 

1873 


1873 
1873 


The  following  interesting  rcpurt  shows  the 
amount  which  had  been  contributed  from  criminals 
bjr  way  of  fines  and  penalties  to  the  treasury  of  the 
County  daring  the  year  1873  • 

From  Court  of  ( )ycr  and  TciBiiDtr  and  Court  of 

CtNiuty  SdHoiu.   $57500 

^ due COvBlyTiCMnitr last Kport  55^ 


Coirt  Spedal  S—toni   lliS>4  ^ 

Amoiint  due  Cfty  Chanberla&i  last  report   18s  00 

8i.«^a; 

By  amount  paid  City  Chaml>crlam............  1,63338 

By  gmouot  due   "  "    I63  OO 


poidCowity  Treuwtr   f^ce 


covKTv  TaiASintni  s  ksvort. 

The  County  Treasurer's  report  from  January  1 
to  November  29,  1873,  inclusive,  shows  that  the 
receipts  to  that  time  were  11,111,921.53;  the  dis- 
bursemcnts  were  1 1 , 2 1  i,9aa.  53.   Tlie  amount  on 

hand  as  per  rcp^jrt  was  $52,500. 

I'aiNTixG  Accoi  xTs. — .Ainoii^'  the  accounts  f<ir 
jmnting  was  the  Times  printing  account,  which 
was  allowed  and  audited  at  11,648.25.  The 
amount  jiaid  the  AfgmsCompamj  for  printing  was 
allowed  at  $3,S68.<H. 

Henly  ft  Co.  were  also  allowed  the  sum  of 
$1,690.36  for  printing;  the  .\]b:in\  /Cnicierfmifr, 
$789.75;  Albany  J-^ritting  Posl,  ^hz-j.-j^;  Albany 
County  Democrat,  $209.25;  Albany  Publishing 
Company,  I861.75;  William  Beau,  fjao;  making 
a  sum  total  of  #9.955.  i4« 

Wax  Loan  Bonus. — ^As  there  was  to  fidi  due  on 

the  ist"fMarch,  1S-4,  tliesum  of  ItiSjxooof  War 
Loan  Bunds  c>r  the  County,  the  payment  of  which 
would  largely  incre;tse  die  rate  of  t.ixation,  already 
excessively  large,  it  was  ptopo^  that  the  Finance 
Committee  borrow,  on  the  credit  of  the  County, 
that  som  and  is^ue  County  boiids  therefor,  with 
interest  payable  semi-annually,  and  the  principal 
in  three  annual  installments,  p.i)al)le  March  i, 
1881,  1882  and  1883.  That  such  bonds  be  issued 
in  the  sums  of  #100,  #500  and  #1,000  each. 

Coroners.-  The  amount  of  Coronen'  and  Phy- 
sicians* fees  for  holding  tost  mortem  examinations 
from  December  31,  1868,  to  December  31,  1873, 
inclusive,  amounted  to  the  sum  of  $13,742.  .\s 
these  bills  were  yearly  in  the  increase,  many  of  the 
members  of  the  IJoard  pronounce<l  the  charges  ex- 
orUtanL  and  therefore  proposed  to  matte  the  office 
of  the  Coroner  of  Albany  County  a  salaried  office, 
giving  the  Board  of  Sopervisors  power  to  determine 

the  amount. 

The  assessment  roll  of  the  city  this  vt.ir  ^Imufd 
a  total  value  of  real  estate  to  be  $29,4 17.^7^  ;  per- 
sonal, #4,97(^457.50;  total,  $34.3*>8,327.5o. 

The  awaamm  roll  of  the  Qty  of  Cohoes  for 
theyeardioaredatolal  vahtttiosot  real  estate  to 
be  $3,084,208;  personal,  #378,400;  total,  #3, 462,- 
608. 

The  assessment  rolls  of  the  towns  in  the  County 
of  Albany  showed  a  total  valuation  of  real  estate  to 
be#ii, 610,523;  perKnal,  #1,158,899. 17;  making 
a  grand  total  of  $12,769,422.17. 

Grand  totals  of  Albany,  Coho«%  and  the  towns 
in  die  connty,  #50^610^357.67. 

UdMFOi'ATHic  HosPiT,\i„— The  sum  of  $i,cco 
was  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the  County  Treasurer 
lowaid  the  Homeopatfaic  UospiiaL 
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Cnr  BvoGET. —  I'be  amount  levied  upon  the  tax- 
able propertf  of  the  Gty  of  Albany  tlu«  year  was 

$201,444.11;  asfoHom: 

Police  I  )cpartnicnt  $116,50000 

I'ark  < '<immissioncrs  ;   3v4;'  o>"i 

City  charges   >5<oi3  00 

Ui^aid  laxct  due  coKBty   34,sooii 


Telil  f>oit444 1 1 

There  was  levied  on  the  taxable  property  of  the 
county  liiis  year  the  sum  of  §955,162.49,  less 
$150,000,  ordered  funded  by  the  lk>ard,  the  same 
to  be  applied  to  the  salaries  of  officen^  etc.  The 
laigest  item  in  the  making  of  this  acoottnt  is  the 
State  and  school  tax,  which  amouoted  to  I344,- 
935.49. 

PrBi.ismNT.  THE  Audits. — ^The  Smde^  Prtn, 
the  Ce&oe!:  .Wics,  and  T\mes  and  Po.<t,  were  de^- 
nated  as  papers  to  print  the  county  audit:!. 

Niw  Cmnm  BinLOTKes. — On  December  10, 
1873,  Ilmi.  .\ina>:i  j.  I'arker  and  Hon.  Henrj' 
Smith  addressed  the  Jioard  concerning  the  erection 
of  a  new  county  builiiing.  Among  other  things, 
Judge  Parker  recommended  that  the  lot  fronting 
on  Maiden  lane^  between  the  Cit}-  Hall  and  jail, 
be  obtained  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  thereon  a 
suitable  county  building,  so  that  prisoners  could 
be  COndiiited  iinmediately  tV'-in  thi-  jail  to  the 
court-room  without  danger  of  escape,  and  with  no 
undue  expomre.   It  would  seem  that  the  comre- 


nient  causeway  between  tlie  jail  and  the  New  City 
Hall  was  the  result  of  Judge  Parker's  suggestion, 
referred  to  in  his  address. 

The  County  Treasurer's  report  for  the  year  1873 
shows  that  his  receipts  amounted  to  $1,211,933.53; 
the  disbursements  amounted  tof  l,ail,9Sa.53;  the 
balance  on  hand  was  $52,500^ 

Town  AtmiTS.— The  town  audits  Ibr  this  rear 

were  as  follows : 

Bcmc  $3,61  S  S7 

Bethlebem   ^933  ^5 

EiXSSd:- iS2 

KnoK   7fiBii 

NewSooChuid   iiOSOSt 

Ruimliuiilla   4i3WSa 

Weaicflo   >f4?39t 

Witfcnrifct  

Election  accounts  an'l  tow  n  elections  : 
Cohoes  City,  election  accounts  arisint;  in  tin-  -^v- 

cral  wanis  at  tlic  general  clcclii>n  of  1S75. .  .  «<jSS.S<) 
Albany  City   ,365,007.51 

1874— arnxo  snsioir. 

The  Annual  Spring  Searion  of  the  Board  of  Su- 

Servisors  for  this  year  oommenoed  on  Tueadaj, 
lay  1 2.    Snpjrvisors  present : 

First  Wanl,  Augustus  Whitman;  Sc  ■  .11  1  Ward,  I'eler 
I.a<ch;  Third  Warn,  John  H.  Mnt;;  1  Miit]j  Ward,  James 
M.icfarlanc;  Fifth  W.ifl.  J;imc-  .Mlin-  u;  Snih  Ward, 
Horatio  F.  I*rime;  Seventh  Ward,  U  ortliiii^;|i>ti  h'oland; 
bixhih  Ward,  John  Dalv;  Ninth  Ward,  John  Kirkpatrick; 
Tenth  Ward,  Geom  ftlcsscr;  Eleveiitb  Ward,  tdwaid 
Kajra;  Twelfth  Ward,  Joba  H.  Grogut;  Thirteenth  Wanl. 
Charles  H.  Soitfa:  Fourteenth  Ward,  Jacob  H.  Ten  Eyck: 
Kiftccolh  Ward.  Chailci  L.  Fbbw  ;  S&laenili  Ward,  Ww 
i^n  S.  Low,  Jr. 

•  OHOIB. 

First  Ward,  Thomas  O'Dea;  Second  Ward,  George  £. 
Simmoiu:  Third  Waid,  JaMtQaMc;  Foiudi  Waid,  Mm. 

rice  fittgcrald. 

f  I'.'.  N  -  . 

Berne,  Ciforijc  H.  Rcinh.in;  Hethloheni,  Alljertus  W. 
Becker;  Cocymans,  NeUori  ."^^ilernlorhl>rIl ;  Knox,  Hiram 
(lage;  Guildcrland,  Hiram  Cri|;j;s;  New  Scotland,  llenry 
H.  Meed;  Kcnvselacrville,  Horace  T.  Dcvcrcux;  Westerio^ 
Daniel  M.  Wooster;  Watcrvliet,  Jcisc  C.  l>ayton. 

The  following  officefs  were  elected : 

Prc&idcnt,  Jc.^m-  C.  I>.iyt.jn;  I'lcrk,  Mithacl  J.  TiAvcrs: 
County  Phys.iciaii,  Dr.  1 1.  \' .  <  )  I  nrv;  D.»orkfci>f : ,  James 
Mc-Cormick. 

At  a  meeting  held  May  14  the  President  an- 
nounced the  Steading  Committees. 

Tha  Alfxjny  Arciis  and  Express  mxt  appointed 
to  be  the  county  fiapers  for  the  ensaing  Jtu, 

Dkawino  or  Juioaa. — It  was 

Amtadl  That  a  wheel  box,  similar  to  those  usually  used 
ill  diats  tat  oUHtary  purposes,  be  procured,  to  be  used  bv 
the  County  Clerk,  Jodga  aad  Shniff  in  Um  diawtec 
Gnuid  and  Petit  Jwran;  flat  Aoe  ettoen  aoiierintend  wdi 
drawins:  that  aaj  ncaber  of  tUt  Board  nar  at  any  tine 
risitaaidboKamiaeethatalltfae mwiet are  placed  thei«in. 

P'all  Sessio.v. — The  IJiiard  convened  on  No- 
vember ID,  1874,  all  tlie  members  being  present. 
After  discharging  their  duties  as  Coun^  CanraaaeiB 

the  Board  adjourned. 

Thb  Coimry  Buildings. — The  committee  to 
whom  the  subject  of  electing  County  Buildings  was 
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oommitted  submHted  a  veiy  able  and  elabmate  re- 
port. Thcv  reported  a  buil'Hng  proviiliiiij  accom- 
modation f  ir  all  iho  County  ( itticcrs  ol  tlie  Tenth 
regiment,  a  t  't'Unty  Cdun  rouni  much  larger  than 
the  present  one,  and  a  smalier  Court-room  which 
v&ijBiL  be  used  when,  as  fieqaenl!/  ocean,  Kveral 
Conns  aie  in  session  at  the  same  tioie.  If  the 
building  was  eiitirdx  fireproof  it  «0tt1d  cost 
$  1 64,000;  if  only  basement  and  flist  floor  firepnto^ 
$124,000. 

To  this  the  cost  of  ptopei^  to  be  purcha.sed  of 
private  parties  had  to  be  added.  The  site  was 
between  the  Ot^  Hall  and  die  Conntjr  Jail,  running 
through  from  street  tn  ^faiden  VUHt,  and  wa.s 
owned  in  part  by  ilie  C'ity  of  Albanj,  the  County 
of  Albanj  and  private  paxtks. 

AssKS^ED  Vallk  (![-  I'RorKKTv. -  Tlie  assessed 
value  of  real  estate  in  llris  county  for  the  year  1869 
was  $35,345,497.  The  State  iioard  of  Eqns^za- 
tion  placed  the  equalized  valuation  at  |4(>,ooo,0oo, 
being  $4,654,503  abotre  the  assessed  vdne; 

The  asscncd  value  of  nal  otate  for  the  jfcar 

 »44.>«^8S» 

While  dieeqiialbiedwM  phced  at  43>t6i,ao3 

Beiii),' tHan  the. ust'Asctl    $1,027,648 

Thu<  it  will  Ik-  ^''cn  tti;it  in  iS^fi  thi;  L'ninty  was 

c<ju.ili/L-iA  al-jvL-  a---f'-vl   $4,654,503 

While  in         the  I- [iiali.'fxl  was  less  llian   1,027.(148 

Making  a  sum  of  $5,682,151 

The  (  iiainii.in  presented  a  cotnmuiiicatinn, 
shi  »\\  iuf^  till-  luiiiil  ii't  nfil.ixs  \\hich  had  been  oc- 
cupied by  the  diilercDt  Courts  in  tlic  city  during 
the  Tear: 

S]nvi:il  Term,  Kj  <lays  ;  ( icnorat  Tfeno,  CI  ;  (  "ircuit  and 
(  oil  I  t  ot  I  >yer  an<l  l  erminer,  loa;  CoSDty  Court  and  Court 
of  ^l^^iol|>,  95  ;  Spedal  Senioa  SiipieaM Coatt,  54— amk- 
iiig  m  all  jiS  days. 

Cmr  Bimcrr — Amounted  this  year  to  the  sum  of 
$732,230.83. 

i'lie  amount  of  uncollected  pereonal  tax  was 
I18.717.14. 

U.vi.icENSED  FuniciAKSir— The  IbUowing  waa 

adopted  : 

Xtteivtd,  That  bereaAer  thfa  Board  will  not  allow  any 
phnidan's  claim  unles<ihc  a  iiicmbcr  of  acago^ncdical 
sooety,  or  has  rrcdved  a  I  . <  to  practice  Mi  proftMtea 

from  some  medical  college  ur  luard  of  censons. 

The  annual  account  ofN.  D.  Wendell,  '1'rea.surer 
of  the  County,  shows  receipts  from  all  sources 
amovnied  this  year  to  $i,25aL84ai9.  Oid>ujae> 
ments  were  91,250,840.19.  The  faalnce  on  hand 
was  |57,ooaoa 

Ai.BA.vY  Pot  ii-  F  KdRcr.  The  sniii  of  <i  14,000 
wxs  dcsignati  d  .Is  the  sum  requireil  to  dcfrav  the 
expenses  ol  the  I'oHlc  f  .rcent'  the  t  it\  "I"  ,\ibanv 
for  the  year  ending  November  30,  1875,  pursuant 
to  the  provision  of  Sec.  37,  Chapi  77  of  the  Law3 
of  187a 

The  Special  Committee  appointed  to  maice  the 
apjK)rtionincnt  r»f  ("ir.ind  Jurors  for  the  different 
cities  and  towns  reported  as  follows  : 


AUIAitT  CITV. 

First  Ward,  8;  Second  Ward,  lo;  Third  Ward,  lOt  FoarOi 
U  ani,  14;  Fifth  Ward,  lo;  Sixth  Ward,  ti:  Seventh  Ward. 
7;  Eighth  Ward,  13;  Ninth  Ward,  9;  Te«h  Ward,  ll; 
Eleventh  Ward,  t%\  Twelfth  Ward,  10;  Thirteenth  Ward, 
11;  Foorteeaih  Watd,  11 ;  FUtetnth  Wwd,  10;  Siateeath 
Ward,  II. 

Tovnis. 

Bethlchein.  1 1 ;  New  Soodead  Ss  Oailderiand,  10;  Coejr- 
■MBi,  9i  Ben^  6;  ReoMlacr,  7;  Weetcrlo,  6;  Knon,  5. 

oomns  cmr. 

VitiX  Ward,  9;  Second  Ward,  S:  Third  Ward,  o;  Fourth 
Ward,  s;  Green  Iilaad,  5;  West  Trof,  si;  WatervUet,  la. 

MSRSSHBirr  KOLIS. 
CUy  rfAlimv,  for  1875. 

Valos  of  real  property    $30, 386,889  00 

"     pcnonal  property   4,284,05000 

Total   >34,670,939  00 

Value  of  real  proMrty  ^lSs,069  00 

"     penooal  property   4aSt909W 

Total   $3,607.96800 

Tmm. 

Value  of  real  property  ..$11,734,174  60 

«    penmalpieptity.   1,128,038  60 

Toul  8n,86a.2ii  so 

(irand  lot.a)  of  rc.1l  and  personal  property. $51,140,110  SO 

ALBANV  COUM  V  W.\k  I.OAN  l«)NI)S. 

A  TtMar  StaUmmt  of  Prinnpat  and  Jnltrat  itming  itu 
yearfy  from  tSj  $  to  1SS6,  ituluript.  Mmdpu  f^- 
'able  Martk  l.  Intereil  payable  umi  Ummlfy  m  MV 
Jtrrt  dign  tf  March  amd  SefttmJktr. 

1873.*  187& 


Trim  ipal. 

Interest. 

Principal. 

Interest. 

♦  174,000  00 
71,600  OO 

$71,600  00 

$126,000  OO 
70,000  00 

$70,000  00 

5246,500  00 

$196^000  oo 



1877. 

1878. 

PrincipaL 

InlereaL 

Pltacipal. 

latareat. 

fi«o,ooo  00 
oi,aoo  00 

•6i,saooo 

9350^000  00 

jo,700  00 

$50^70000 

$311,900  oo 

1300,70000 

1879. 

ISSOl 

Pifacipal.  Tnltnst^ 

FHneipd. 

$87,000  00 
33,000  00 

933,00000 

$.S7,ooo  00 

27,000  00 

$S7,ooo  00 

1 

$tl4,cxx)  00 

•  Uaviig  Si/i 

iSjiMenid. 
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Fkncipol* 

aiiooo  oo 

Sbi,ooo  00 

$50,000  00 
17,500  oo 

»t7,S00  00 

167,50000 

18I3. 

1184. 

Principal. . 

Interest. 

Principal. 

Interest 

fijo^ooo  00 
14,000  00 

#14,000  00 

$50,000  c» 
10,500  00 

$10,500  00 

164,000  00 

>6o,500  00 



1885. 

1886. 

Pfioc^oL 

^5^0M  00 

7,00000 

17,000  00 

$50,000  00 
3.S«>  «> 

»3,S0ooo 

$57,000  oo 

>53,Soooo 

1875. — ANKVAL  SmNO  SB88IOM. 

The  Board  met  at  their  rooms  id  tlie  Qlj  Hall, 
Tueadajr,  Maj  11,  1875.   Supeiviaots  present: 

AUAMY. 

Finl  Wud,  CInito  Kirduwr;  Secood  Ward,  Peter 
Luch;  TIM  Wwd.  SuBnd  J.  Mee;  FooiA  Wild.  Janes 
MacftHuie;  FHUi  Ward,  Vtta  Kennear;  Sfxdi  Wira,  E.  C. 

Koonzc;  Seventh  W.-ird,  H.  R.  Haskins;  Ewhth  WanI, 
Willuni  Kwyer;  Ninth  Ward,  John  Kirknatrick ;  Tenth 
Ward,  James  Rooiicy;  EleTcntli  Ward,  FMward  Kays; 
Twelfth  Waid,  William  J.  Carroll,  Charles  Gaus;  1  hirt«;nih 
WirJ,  Charles  H.  C.aus;  FoortccQth  Ward,  WtUiam  H. 
llaskL-ll;  Kiflrrnth  W.trd,  Chulci  L.  PUM;  SUMoth 
Ward,  Warren  S.  Low,  Jr. 

Conors. 

First  W  .v.l,  Tli.>iiia>  ()'Dc.i;  Second  W.^rd.  Kraiik  Brown, 
^.jlhird  Ward, Thomaa B. Golden;  Foorth Ward, Soiomoa 

TOW.VS. 

Berne,  Georec  H.  Reinhart;  Bethlehem,  John  Wempk; 
Cocvmans,  SeWm  Scheinerhom;  Knox,  James  M.  CheKbro; 
Ginkicrland,  iliram  Grign;  New  ScoUand,  Tunis  Stinger- 
land:  KeasselaerviUci  Horace  T.  Demcax;  WerteilOk 
Dukl  M.  Wooiter;  WatanUct,  Jaw  C.  Dkyton. 


omcEtt. 

President,  HeaiT  R.  HaiIdH;  Oedt,  X.  J.  Ptowcn; 
Coonty  PhvMciaB,  Dr.  D.  V.  0*L«U7;  Dooricecper,  John 

Mdliath,  Jr. 

After  ilrawiiig  scats  and  the  app^iintiiicnt  of  j)ajfcs 
the  Board  ailjuumcd  until  the  next  day,  when  the 
Presi<lcnt  named  the  Standing  Committees. 

)aii.  at  Wfst  Troy. — After  the  suinouncement 
of  the  ."standing  (  '<  itninittees  Dr.  BafflngtOD  Wa> 
puinteU  Ph>-»ician  ai  West  Troy. 


The  teveral  juBtices  of  th«  peace  of  the  conntr 

were  on  motion  dirci^tt-d  to  forward  to  the  Hriard. 
by  tlic  ijlh  of  Novctnher,  their  ne.\t  report  of  the 
names  of  all  persons  sentenced  to  confinaiMnt  in 

tlie  Albany  jail  since  January  t,  1S75. 

Kmka  Sf  ssio.v — An  extra  .session  of  the  Board 
convened  August  3,  1875,  for  the  |iur])ost-  of  con- 
sidering the  censnc  claiins.  All  the  memben  were 
present  After  full  conridmtion  and  settlement 
of  this  matter  the  Board  adjonnied  ontil  the  frU 
seasioD. 

Fall  SkasRM. — This  session  convened  TiMsdajr, 
November  1875,  all  the  memben  picsent 
except  Preaident  Haskins,  wbereapon  Hinun  Griggs 

was  elected  president  pro  tern. 

City  BvDcn. — On  November  30  the  ci^ 
budget  was  received  from  Martin  Dddiantf,  Clenc 

of  the  Common  Council,  which  ninoiin'.cd  111  irross 
to  S5<>9,05"..  I'ndcr  a  recent  aci  the  a<k>j4ion 

of  tiie  re|)()rt  ot  the  Inulj^^eis  required  a  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  all  the  members.  As  two-thirds  of  the 
members  present  voted  in  fiwor  of  the  budget,  it 
was  adopted. 

CofN'iv  Tkkasikkks  Kii-ORX. — On  December 
S  the  Cuunty  Ircasurer  Sttbmitted  tflO  annual 
report,  showing  that  the  monejr  received  by  him 
during  the  year  from  all  sources  amounted  to 

%\,\\(\,\2%.<^i;     dislnirsemcnts,     $1, 146,  i  iS. 
This  report  was  submitted  to  the  Finance  Com- 
mittee. 

Skai.er  of  \\'eights  AMD  MtasittEs.  —On  a  formal 
ballot  J.  D.  Burger  was  dected  sealer  of  we^ts 
and  measures  for  the  then  ensuing  year. 

Jf\'ENti.E  Delikoi  FNTS. — By  the  laws  of  1874, 

[»aRe  570,  section  2g,  boards  of  sufwrvisors,  as  we 
lave  seen,  in  the  se\<Tal  counties.  ,itr  rinjMtwered 
to  determine  the  coinjiensiition  ol  orlners  ccnduct- 
ing  juvenile  delinquents  to  the  House  of  Refuge, 
and  lunatics  to  the  I..unalic  Asylum.  A  resolu- 
tion was  therefore  presented  to  the  Board  fidng  the 
compensation  fees  for  such  services  as  fellows: 

For  conrejring  one  pdaoaer  $ao  00 

Xwo  priaooer*  on  ooe  day  3S  00 

Coi  NiT  Bi  i>r,KT.  On  December  7,  1875,  the 
county  l)udi^'et  w. IS  jJiescnted  and  adojited,  which 
ainounte<l  in  _t;ro.ss  to  S73V'^^7'4^-'-  this  sum  was 
less  amount  funded  |ioo,ooo.  Ihe  Ibllowing 
was  adopted: 

\  Rfsthed,  That  there  be  levied  upon  the  taxable  properly 
of  the  city  of  Albany  the  sum  of  $830,367.40,  less  one  hun- 
dred dwvsand  dollars  ordered  funded  by  the  Board,  and 
that  fte  nmc  be  applied  according  to  the  amounts  named  in 
the  said  tjuJget. 

Bhvsicians  and  Coromeks  Auain. — The  difficulty 
and  embarrassment  ctmnected  with  the  fees  of  phy- 
sicians and  coroners  continued,  notwithstanding 
strenuons  efforts  to  adjust  the  difficuldes,  until  De- 
( ember  23.  1875,  when  the  Board  went  into  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Haskell  in  the  chair,  on 
the  following  resolution: 

ieim*w<Thatallp^rriciBBSof  fliis  com^  dnU  receive 

  '  n  attatfag  /m/  awrtooiMMihailow 
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For  viewing  the  body  aiul  external  examinations,  and  a 
certificate  given  to  show  CMaw  of  death,  three  dollars. 

For  Tiewing  a  body  at  to  external  appearances,  vriih  dc- 
■cripliM  of  bnriMii  cotik  alc>t  Bve  dtilan> 

Auf  mtriem  euuninatkm  oCtiwrmdc  Ckyftj  anddtaKCiioii 
of  heart  and  lungs,  seven  dollan. 

Fetl  morltm  examination  of  thoradc  and  abdominal  am- 
Uhl  with  dissection  of  their  respective  organi*  taD  doQain 

nit  mortem  cxaminatioin  of  thoracic  and  aMomlBal 
orffanii  an<l  disMXtion  of  Urain,  fifteen  dollars. 

Exaiiiiiiauon  a*  to  sanity,  five  dnlUrs. 

Examinaljaa  mjcroKopicallT  of  the  miucular  liwikcs,  as  in 
trichinoaii,  by  odder  of  tha  Board  of  Hcaldi,  I«en^.£f8 
doll.irs. 

Tin  l:'!r  was  fixed,  "  Rcvjul.itln^;  tiu-  iVc^  •  <'.  jilivsiiians  of 
Albany  County."   This  resolution  was  ordered  to  a  third 


On  Januarv  6,  1876,  the  Board  went  into  Com- 
miiicc  ol  ihc  Whole  on  ihe  following: 


KtttiPtd,  TkatBoooroiKrof  tiw  canty  dud!  bcrealler 
order  a p«tt  mirUm  examination  of  any  case  unlink  there  is 
arosfMCMMt  that  death  has  been  caused  by  foul  play  or  other 
aysleriaiH  cause,  nnr  untU  he  shall  have  coDSiUtcd  'with  the 
Iwlrict  Attorney  ol  the  county  or  his  deputy,  and  rci  t-ivcd 
the  opinion  of  tiiosi'  otticcrs  .n  to  the  propriety  of  suih  cx- 
amiiiatiiiti. 

No  claim  for  post  morUm  examination  shall  be  hereafter 
audited  unless  bearing  the  affidavit  of  the  coroner  that  the 
MT^'ict-s  therein  charged  were  in  fart  rendered,  and  the 
cenificalc  of  the  County  f'liysiuuii  ami  1  >i\trict  Attorney  or 
his  deputy  that  such  examination  was,  in  their  opinion, 
necessary.  Heteafter  the  coroner  shall  be  allowed  no  fee 
for  mileage  while  attending  an.  inqaert  within  the  limits  of 
liw  cify  in  which  tlie  oonmrmidca. 

ThBtilio«aofiiied,'*Anaclpmidfaw  tat  ttenMaeror 
holdint put wmUrn examhiartnw,"  anl  mo  ordend  lo» 
thMfcadiDf. 

The  Annual  Spring  Session  i.f  the-  IVard  of  Su- 
penisors  was  held  at  the  City  Hall,  in  the  Ciljr  of 
Albany,  May  9,  1876. 

Tbe  loUowing  membeTB  pnesent: 

AUAXY  CITV. 

Fint  Waid,  Aaguttus  Whitman;  Second  Ward,  John 
Thfad  wai£  Robert  J.  Mc<  unnick;  Fo«»th  Ward, 
fidward  A.  Maher;  Fifth  Wart.  Vim.  J.  Flynn;  Sixth  Ward, 
E.  C.  Koont;  Seventh  Ward,  Jamc*  ^'oung;  Kishth  Ward, 
Wni,  I»»ytr;  Ninth  Ward,  Folin  Kitkpatrick;  Tenth  Ward, 
Thomas  livde;  Eleventh  Ward.  i-Aiward  Keays;  Twelfth 
Ward,  William  A.  Carroll;  Thirteenth  Ward,  Charles  H. 
Gaua;  Fourteenth  Ward,  Wm.  H.  HaskeU:  Fifteenth  Waid, 
fUridc  H.  Daly;  Shteenth  Watd.  D.  J.  Norfoa. 


First  Ward,  Thomas  Murphy;  Sctond  Ward,  Frunk 
Brown,  Jr. ;  1  hird  Wanl,  'I  hnuias  It.  (  ;olticn;?"ourtli  Ward, 
Joseph  alcwart;  Fifth  Ward,  (icorge  E.  Simmons. 

Towns. 

Iknu-,  T.  J.  Wtxxi;  lii  tliklicni,  John  Wempic;  Cocy- 
mans,  James  N.  Powell;  CuiNkTl.iiid.  Iliram  (;rii»^;»;  Knox, 
James  M.  Cbcselxiro;  Ni-»  SLr.tlarMl.  I).  I.  k;iynsford; 
KcnMclaerville,  Albert  T.  Moore;  W  ctrtcrk),  I  J.  M.  Woottcr; 
WateivUet,J.C.Oaytao. 

Tlio  calling  of  the  roll  cf  members  proceeded 
until  V\'m.  Dwyer,  of  the  Eighth  Ward,  was  called, 
when  Mr.  Wm.  Rahill  presented  a  protest  against 
calling  the  name  of  any  peison  from  the  Eighth 
Ward,  as  Siipervisor,  except  bit  own,  and  sob- 
mitted  a  certificate  of  that  office  from  the  (  rmmon 
Council  of  the  City,  and  also  the  crtihcate  ot  the 
County  Cleilcthit  he  had  dtily  qaalified  ai  required 
by  law. 


The  Board  ;idi')iirnetl  till  afternoon,  when  a 
somewhat  bitter  mti-st  en.sueil  r.ver  the  nialter.  .\ 
motion  to  adjourn  was  lost;  but  after  more  argu- 
ment an  adjournment  until  evening  was  agreed  to. 

At  five  o'clock,  theie  being  no  qoonun,  thefioaid 
adjourned. 

In  formal  session,  November  20,  1876,  the  Board 
convened;  the  Board  wa-s  present  with  the  excep- 
tion of  Meam.  Brown  and  Moore. 

The  Board  aaaembled  to  take  action  in  legard  to 
the  death  of  Midtad  J.  Ptmtrs,  late  Clerk  of  the 
Board. 

Appropriate  rt'solutions  exfiressive  of  esteem  were 
presented  by  the  Ciiairinan  uf  the  Commitlee^  Mr. 
\\'m.  J.  Flynn,  which  were  adopted. 

At  a  meeting  held  November  %i,  1876,  the 
Board  proceeded  to  ballot  ibr  officen^  which  re- 
sulted as  follows: 

President,  Wm.  H.  Haskell. 

Clerk,  Daniel  Fitzpatrick. 

Jounial  Clerk ,  John  Marcellus. 

Doorkeeper,  George  Cairoli. 

Cottnty  Physician,  John  M.  Bigdow. 

The  President  aononnoed  aapaget  Charles  Sands 
and  John  .\rthur. 

At  the  afterntMtn  ses-iion  the  President  amKMinoed 
the  list  of  Standing  Committees. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  December  4,  1876, 
THK  Annual  Rhokt  op  thi  Countt  Trrasi'rkr, 
showing  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  oflice 
ibr  die  year  ending  November  30^  1876 : 

Balance  oa  band  at  bat  r^ort   $1,700  03 

Total  receipts   $l,oBl,Oo8  16 

DlSBUaSKMKMTS : 

gSagga^!::::::::::::  *^'^;a£ 

.      ****** " 

School  hmd   «> 

Almshooie.   ao^ooo  00 

DiMliet  Attorney's  oBioa. . .  a,5oo  00 

Water  rents,  1875   11,519  55 

^     r^.  «79.383  SS 

City  of  Cohoei. 

School  funds   19^733  44 

Cmmty  Tatms. 

School  funds   $27,058  87 

j4ui/i/fJ  acttmntt, 140,807  65 

A-yl.:ni  .icrounts   3>><'-7  <>9 

I  outt  <  \[x'nse9   4t,</»)  92 

Salary  account   35>76.}  97 

Balance  ,   44,64636 

Other  Items  not  here  iaclnded  which  make 
up  a  total     fl,oBi,oa8  16 

F.slitnate  f/  Sst'ursemcnls  far  Di  cemhtr.    .         50,000  00 

The  Chairman  presented  the  following  resola- 
tioii : 

Rtt0k>ed,  That  the  Board  of  Supenrisofs  of  the  Cooaty 
be  and  are  herebjr  requested  to  cause  to  be  raised,  ainciK  J 
and  ooUecled  bv  taxanm  the  taxaUa  praaei^  hi  die  Gtr 
of  Albany,  b  Qm  nanner  ptovlded  by  fanrTthe  Mknrfag 
mm:  1609,409^. 
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Then  follows  a  table  setting  fortli  the  didfcicnt 
mes  for  which  the  som  is  to  be  eipended. 

The  Mayor,  Hot  A.  Bieedc«rlBu)k.s,  presented 
die  iblloirin^'  amendment,  \rhich  was  accepted  : 

I  approve  all  \\w  itcm^  in  the  ftw^ajng,  except  the  follow- 
ing, ta  which  1  ol.jivt  : 

Homeopathic  hospital    52.ooo 

AltKiny  hospital  and  diipfiisary   J.'-«^'u 

St.  Peur'<  Aospital  and  dispenaarjr   3,000 

»8,ooo 

Leaving  the  sum  to  be  laised  Ynf  tax  at 

|6oi,40(;.25. 

I'he  sum  of  $1,000  was  apportioned  to  the 
Committee  <  >n  Ruadi  and  Bridges  for  the  different 
towns  in  the  county. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board  Friday,  December  8, 
the  Committee  on  Finance  reported  fiivoiably  on 
the  adoption  of  the  following : 

Xtsthtd,  That  111!  Kii;..ii..o  Comniitteo  ht-  and  ihcy  an- 
hereby  authorlzod  to  Uirrow  oti  tin.-  (.  wlit  <>f  the  cunty  the 
sum  of  $100,000,  to  pay  a  portion  t>|  the  Njiids  maturing 
during  the  year  1S77,  and  to  i^-uc  thrrctor  oiurity  Vmnds 
with  niterot  at  per  n  iii.,  p.iy.ihU-  s.  tiii  .iiiiiii.illy,  and 
the  principal  payable  Marih  I,  l8ii9  and  iS/o,  550,000 
each;  and  that  each  bond  be  signed  by  die  Chairman  of  this 
Uoaid  and  tbc  County  Treamucr;  and  that  nich  bonds  be 
iiMMd  Id  the  w  of  St,ooo  eadk;  and  that  <htt  honda  be  wld 
at  paMicaurtioo  on  15th  of  Fcbniarr,  1877,  the  sak  to  be 
advertised  for  two  week*  in  the  official  county  papers;  aiid 
that  the  Fiiiantx-  Committee  receive  propotailt  for  engrav- 
ing and  printinj;  such  bonds,  and  let  the  same  to  the  lowest 
re-»ponMDle  bidder;  and  that  the  Finance  Coinmittce pay  to 
the  County  Treawirer  the  proceeda  of  tba  nle  ol  said 

The  Finance  ("■  imviiifii  c  were  alsu  directed  tn 
apply  to  the  next  l.ei;ihlalure  fur  a  law  authoriziti;; 
this  County  to  issue  itoiuls  to  the  amount  of  $i;  :  ,- 
000^  to  replace  in  pan  the  amount  coming  due 
March  t,  1877. 

The  rollnwingisaSTATlMEvr  of  the  RCAI.  and 
PKRSONAL  proparfy  of  Albany  Coukty  as  assessed  in 
1876: 

CUy  0/  AlhoHf. 

Toiiil  reil  e>tate.....   $31,759,294  00 

Total  perwnal   3,857,85000 

Grand  total  >J5i6i7,i44  cio 

Totel   l3iS73>9*3(» 

TotaliMnaail   410,90000 

Gmd  total   *3*^t>3  «> 

Total  realotate  Si3.oc/>,(>>i  00 

Total  penanal   1,022,10068 

Gnod  total  t3/»a8,79i  68 

« 

Tlic  grand  total  of  Albany,  Cohoes  and  towns  : 

Keal  esUte  $47<<>39.^'^  °° 

Fmonal   5>3(»>'5"  ^ 

Gtaod  total  $52,340,04$  6g 

RcMcr  OK  IQVAUUD  TALUATiOK  of  leal  estate 
per  acre  in  die  towns  of  the  County  are  as  follows: 

Home,  Si7.4^;  liethleheni,  $'>5.2<>;  t7oeymans,  $40; 
( ;uil<lerland,  iw.js:  Knoa,  $16;  New  Scotland,  $59.50; 
Kens>elaerviU^  fU'SS;   Wcsterts.  UMTS  Waterrllet, 


It  was  also  adopted  that  the  imtes  of  taatkni  be 

fixe<i  as  follows: 

Ciiv  of  Albany,  for  that  portioa  added  to  the  city  in  1870^ 
$2. IS;  ixHiion  WMt of  AJka Street  |s.3S;  lensiDaflr  af  the 

city.  Sj.jS. 

On  each  |ioo  of  the  assessed  valnation  for  cl^ 

and  <  onntv  purposes: 

1  or  the  town  of  Heme,  $2.74;  for  the  towri  of  Bethlehem, 
$1.5  ; ;  for  the  town  of  Guildcrland,  $1.60;  for  the  town  of 
Knox,  $1.66;  for  the  town  of  Rensselaerville,  $1.96;  for  the 
town  of  Wcstcrlo,  $2.c^:  lor  the  town  of  Cocyman*.  $1  50; 
for  the  town  of  Cohoes,  $i.3''';  for  the  town  of  Watervliet, 
$2.08;  for  the  town  of  New  Scotlan.l,  *i.36. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  December  13,  the 
balloting  for  papers  to  publish  the  andils  at  $60 

per  jiaper.      The   following   wen-    the  papers 

lies! :;n,i ted :  Ari^uis,  Cohoes  Daily  Xt-ws,  Evening 
Jolt!  n,;'.  Ri  riisdaeri'iik-  Press,  Cohoes  Democrat, 
E:r>!iHi;  Jimcs,  Morning   Express   and  Albany 

Ha  ail . 

The  death  of  Wanen  S.  Low,  a  former  member 
of  the  Board  of  Super^sors,  was  announced  by 

Mr.  Norton,  who  offered  a  preamble  and  resolu- 
tions, which  were  cojiicd  and  transmitted  to  the 
family  uf  the  deceased. 

The  proceedings  of  the  annual  spring  session  of 
the  Boud  of  Supervisors  of  the  Cibrand  Conoty  of 
Albany,  he!  1  May  s\  i 

Members  of  Board: 

AUAMY  CTTY. 

l-;r5t  Ward,  Jacob  Siei(^lcmati :  Second  Ward,  Thomas 
Powers;  Third  Ward,  IMward  H.  Ijong;  Fourth  Ward, 
i;d*ard  A.  M.ihcr;  Fifth  Ward,  \\  m.  (  Flynn;  Sixth  Ward, 
J amc»  A.  Shattuck;  Seventh  Ward,  James  Young;  Eighth 
Ward,  Michael  j.  McDomU;  Niath  Ward,  Mathew  J. 
Tieman:  Tenth  ward,  ToIhi  Hedrlck;  Eleventh  Waid, 
Isaac  N.  Lansfaip;  Twelfth  Ward.  William  H.  McCall; 
TUmenai  Ward,  Charles  H.  Smith:  Fourteenth  Ward. 
Chailes  R.  Xaowks;  riftscadi  Ward,  Patridt  U.  Dah; 
Slatacoth  Ward,  Wm.  H.  Mumy. 


First  Ward,  Thomas  Murphy;  Second  Ward,  Fnudt'  C. 
Keavy;  Third  Ward,  Frank  TesMcr;  Fourth  Wafd,  Joha  P. 
Weber;  Fififa  Ward,  George  E.  Simmom. 

TOWMS. 

Berne,  Frederick  W.  Conger;  Bethlehem,  W.  C.  Hotal. 
ing;  Coeymans,  J.  H.  Powell;  Guildcrland,  J.  C.  Grant; 
Knox,  T.  VL  Chesebro;  New  Scotland,  D.  V.  S.  Raynetford; 

Kcn.sselacrville,  Albert  T.  Moore;  Watervliet,  Jesse  C. 
l).iyton;  WeMerlo,  D.  M.  Wooster.  President,  J.  C.  Day 
ton;  Clerk,  Thomas  H.  t'raveti:  County  rhv^ician.  Wtlliain 
t  ;eoghe(.;an,  Jr. :  Journal  <"lcrk,  Wni.  I!.  Mnijihy,  Sealer  of 
Weights  andMeasurcs,  I'hilip  .Madilcn;  iXior keeper,  James 
Nolan. 

The  Board  adjourned  till  May  8. 

The  Supervisors  convened  at  a.50  o'clock  on 
Weiinesday,  M.iy  S;  tlic  minutes  of  the  former 
meeting  read  and  approved,  after  which  the  Presi- 
dent  made  the  annooncement  of  standing  com- 
mittees for  tbeensaiog  year. 

Mr.  Daly  offined  the  following,  which  was 
adopted: 

Whereat,  At  a  meeting  ot  the  Board  of  Supervisors  held 
Uccember  8,  1874,  a  resolution  was  adopted  authori/mg 
the  (governors  of  the  Albany  Uospilal  to  execute  a  roort- 
gaiM  on  the  h.  ^pHal  lot  aod  boilduift  ia  tUs  dty  to  the  ex- 
tent of  $30,000; 
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Wher,'js,  The  said  hospital  is  in  an  embarrassed  condi- 
tion. jud^;meiits  are  reconied  a^ainat  the  hospital,  and  the 
proi>tr1y  15  advertised  to  be  sold  at  sherifl^s  sale;  thcn  fi.re, 
A'l-ioheJ,  That  a  committee  of  three  members  be  ap- 
pointed, together  with  the  DiKrict  Attoni^,  to  look  after 
the  interest  of  the  County. 

,  Flyniv  Daljr  ud  Kaowlet  were  appointed  each 

BAtLOTIMO  VOR  THI  SLKTfOR  OF  COUMTV  PAVnS. 

The  Argtit  and  Times  were  choaen.  ai  Coonty 
papers. 
Soard  adjourned. 

Kali.  Session.  N'jveiiiber  13,  i^!77.  tlie  Boanl 
convened.  All  members  present  Un  m>jiion  or 
Mr.  Maher  the  Board  adjourned  as  a  li<>ard  of 
Suponriaon,  and  «greed  to  meet  as  a  Board  or 
Canvaaana  November  14. 

TtOVBLI  WTTH  NIWSPARK  WBUSHIRS. 

By  the  provisions  of  chapter  215  of  the  laws  of 
1870,  It  was  made  the  duty  of  each  supervisor  in 
the  State,  at  die  anneal  meeting  of  the  boards,  to 

appoint  printers  for  publishing  the  laws  tln  ir 
respective  counties.  The  act  provides  th.u  tlic  iict 
abul  be  made  as  follows  : 

Eieh  memlier  of  the  lioard  shall  deiigmte  bf  ballot  one 
IHwipapcr  printed  in  the  county  lo  pablwi  the  lawi,  and  the 

paper  haviii);  the  hi);hL'>t  iiumljer  of  votes,  and  the  paper 

having  the  tK'xt  hi'.:ht.-vt  iniiiil>crof  votes,  tluO  tie  the  papers 
deisign.itLil  f'lr  ]lritlti:l^■  ij.u  laws;  provided  snch  ])aixrr!  fic  of 
the  opiKijitc  [)i>htic-.  .iii'l  fairly  represent  the  t«"  Irii.al 
parties  inlM  which  the  i'Ci>iilc  of  the  imuity  ■ire  liivideil;  and 
if  saiil  p.i|>ers  so  lullolci  for  ami  cho-  ti  arc'  not  of  opjio-  j 
site  l^wtlitics,  and  do  not  lairly  rcjiresent  the  twi>  ]irincipal  1 
political  parties  into  which  the  people  of  the  CMiuty  are 
divided,  such  balloting  and  such  cnoioc  shall  lie  of  no  d)cct, 
aod  the  baHotiDg  ihaUcoalimie  aadl  nro  popery  if  there  he 
such  In  the  cumtj,  are  choflen  fliat  neet  the  requirements 
at»ve  S«'t  forth. 

It  was  claimed  that  the  lioard  and  each  member 
thereof  entirely  n^lccted  the  said  law  uid  its  in- 
■tmctiona,  whereuptm  a  mandamus  was  served 
npon  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  to  compel  oU-di- 
ence  to  llir  said  law  in  the  case  of  The  I'toj  U-  »  i 
rel.  Jacob  C.  Culver  vs.  The  Board  of  Sujtervisors 
of  Albany  County,  Peckham  and  Tremain,  attor- 
neys fi>r  relator. 

Afker  the  reading  of  die  mandamus  Mr.  Fiynn 
said  it  was  qtiite  clear  thit  the  H.iar.l  must  pro- 
ceed to  a  dosi^'nation  of  papers,  and  he  {)rcsumeil 
tlu-  iiiaKcr  woiiKt  be  aadafikctorily  dispoaed  of  at 
ihcir  next  meciiiig. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  ]5uaid,  held  November  20, 
(Ml  motion  of  Mr.  Shattuck,  the  Board  proceeded  to 
ballot  Ibr  county  papers,  which  ballot  resulted  in 
the  I'lectiini  of  the  Ar^'tis  And  Express  as  county 
pa])ers  for  the  ensuing  vr  .ir.  thus  i miinsj  all  further 
difficulty  in  the  matter. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  December  4,  the 
Chairman  presented  the 

TaKAsraaals  awoar  or  XKurrs. 
Balaaoeeoliaiidatlaslrapoft   $44,64696 

Total  aatoant  «f  meipls  ii.e7i,547  as 


.•1,071.542  as 
•49 


DcLeinber  6.  1  S77,  the  Chairman  presented  the 
following  communication  from  the  citizens  of 
Albany: 

ToHbn.  JeaieC.  Dayton,  Chainnn  of  the  Board  of  Sapar. 
▼isors  of  Albany  Coontjr. 

Dkak  Sir:  The  undcrsijpicd  citizens  and  taxpayers  of 
ti  e  (  sty  of  AlUmy  have  been  pleased  to  see  that  your  Board 
has  ditallowod  the  larn  cUim<i  presented  b^  various  news- 
paper proprietors  for  the  unattthorixed  puliUcation  of  laws, 
proceedings  etc.  The  allowaooe  of  sack  ilk|{al  charges  has 
Been  a  cnvat  grievance  and  is  hacaesIaK  ahsalwlely  uioier- 
able,  we  trust  that  your  Board  will  firmly  adhere  to  its  de- 
ciiion  in  spite  of  any  damor  and  denunctatian  m  which  the 
disappointed  parties  may  indulge.  We  trust,  too,  th.tt  it 
will  in  a  lil^e  manner  diKountenance  and  distllow  all  int. 
proper  and  illegal  char^jes  from  whatever  source  fhey  may 
come.  Hy  so  doin^;,  although  you  may  incur  the  ill-wiil  ni 
Iwiflled  raider'*  oti  the  county  treasury,  you  will  receive  the 
sup;<  irt  and  praise  of  all  ({ood  dtfaODS. 

liated  Decembers,  1877. 

This  ooromonicadon  was  signed  by  twenty-one 
of  the  first  citisens  of  Albany,  and  waa  oideied 

filed. 

Also  the  following  communication  from  Mr. 
Nathan  D.  Wendell,  County  Treasurer  : 

The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  balance  doe  the  coonrf 
from  the  Kvenu  cities  and  towns  at  this  date,  Nonrca^Mr  30^ 

1877: 

City  of  Albany  ♦17,734  87 

City  of  Cohocs   2,216  09 

Towu  of  Bane   '.S^  77 

Town  of  Bethkheok   i,a«8s7 

Town  of  Cognnaas   0191 

Town  of  GuOdetland   ai3  9* 

Town  of  Knox   93  *3 

Town  of  New  Scotland  *   3*  93 

Town  ol  Kcnssclaerville   2,19192 

Town  of  We^terlo  .  ...  48933 

Town  of  Waterriiet   715  58 

Total  $27,469  72 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Assessment 
Rolls  presented  the  foUowing  Kpoit : 

The  assessed  value  of  the  real  and  personal  piopeity  fat 
the  county  as  asscsiicd  in  1877  is  as  follows  : 

Total  assessed  value  <tf  real  and  pcnoaal  property : 

City  of  AlUny  1^164,18400 

City  of  Coboes   3,641,404  «» 

Towns....   ia,i73,3Ba40 

Giand^toto]  l54j*0|>IJS 

On  the  7th  of  December  !\Ir.  T.aniiQgoffered  dw 

following,  which  w.is  adopted  ; 

H'kerfas,  The  term  of  olSceof  Snparviion  is  fixed  by  fanr 

at  one  year;  and 

H'htreas,  The  duties  of  offtrr  r  -  are  onerous  ind  of 
grave  responsibility,  and  nicMiticrs  uf  the  IJoard  arc  hckl  lo 
a  strict  accountability  by  their  iiiimciliate  constiluciu  y.  and 
it  is  impossible  for  a  Supcivisor  to  kain  the  whole  duties  in 
one  term;  ami 

li'herfas.  The  said  Hoard  of  Supervisors  should  be  a  con- 
tinuous bod  V,  and  the  members  thereof  should  he  dactod  for 
a  term  of  three  year*,  similar  to  the  Senate  of  the  Uldted 
Stales,  one-third  expiring  every  year;  therrlore,  lie  it 

Rtsoh'tii,  Tltat  tlic  C'onimittee  on  Application  to  the  ieu- 
islature  petition  that  body  on  briialf  of  this  K.\ird,  at  the 
next  session,  for  an  act  inaldng  die  dectkin  of  SupeTvison 
of  this  county  for  a  term  of  three  y«at%  and  on«-thiid  then* 
of  cspinag  and  eiecUng  yearly. 

On  December  8  the  President  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Equalization  presented  the  following 
statement: 
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Tlw  equalised  valuation  of  real  and  personal 
property  in  tbe  City  ol  Alboajr  amoonta  to. .  934.357, 310  90 

City  of  Coiwet  omcnate  to.   4,041,49400 

Tcnraa   14.181,33050 

Total  »5'-5S°.'35  ¥> 

On  I>ecemb€r  27  Mr.  Mcl)«>nuld  called  up  a 
nsBoIution  naming  tlio  li-llow  iiig  [apcrs  as  pa|>crs 
deajgnated  to  publish  cuunt/  audiu  :  Artms,  limes, 
/V«tr  BhUtr,  AUamCumfyDmoerai,  MtrniigEx- 

preas,  Renssi'laer  Pn'ss-.  Coeymans  Herald,  A&any 
Frmiug  Posl,  Alkniy  H  raUl,  Cohat  s  Ditilv  Ntivs. 

Mr.  Smith  moved  to  amend  by  m.ikins  the 
ftlDOunt  to  be  paid  fur  the  siime  $60  per  paper. 

Adopted. 

Adjooroed  December  a8*  sme  dk: 

AS-N'llAI.  SESSIOM,  1U¥  14,  I878. 

bupervisorii  present. 

AtSAirr. 

Fint  Ward,  Frederick  U.  Breder;  Sieoaad  Ward.  Thomas 
FMren;  ThMWard,  lolin  Bowe;  FonrthWard,  Timothr 
1.  ad»n»i  Sixdi  Wwd,  IgmtfaB  Wiley;  Seventh  Ward. 
JaaeaYoaiur;  Eislidi  Wu3,  MichadJ.  McDooald;  Ninth 
Ward,  WOliam  Wright;  Tenth  Ward,  Herbert  R.  Stark, 
weather;  Eleventh  Ward.  Isaac  N.  I^atisiiin;  Twelfth  Ward, 
William  II.  McCall;  Thirtciiiih  Ward,  Charles  R.  Smith; 
Fourteenth  Ward,  Charles  K.  Knowlcs;  FiftccnUl  Ward, 
Patrick  11.  Daly;  Sixteenth  Ward,  James  StackhoMB, 

COMOK.S  CtTV. 

FbltWard,  WillLun  O'Brien;  Second  Ward,  Truman  W. 
RoyaoUs;  Third  Ward«  Daniel  Sailivan;  Foiutii  Ward. 
LudosAlesaBdar;  RUiWanl,  GeorBeE.Simaiam. 

row.ss. 

Bcmc,  Freilcrick  W.  Conger;  Bethlehem,  William  Flag. 
Icr;  Coeymaiis,  John  \.  Hunt;  Cuildcrlami,  John  C.  Grant; 
Knox.  William  ].  Ilaverlcv:  New  Scotland,  D.  V.  S,  Rayns- 
tonl;  Rm<iM-l«ervilir,  WWn  T.  Moore;  WHnlid,  fcaw 
C.  Dayton;  Weslcrlo,  Daniel  W.  Wootter. 

Jease  C  Dayton  w«s  elected  Chalnnan:Thoina« 

C.  Cravan  va.s  elc<  ted  Clerk :  Pr.  j.  K.  Boidware 
was  elected  Cnunty  I'liv sii  ian;  ralrick  II.  McCaf- 
fer>',  Doorkeejwr. 

The  following  gentlemen  were  elected  Coroner's 
Fhwriduis,  Inr  baUot :  - 

Dr.  R.  H.  Starkweather,  Dr.  L.  C  B.  Grave- 
line,  Dr.  J.  W.  Moore,  Dr.  Heiuy  E.  Mereness. 

JOIKT  BOAKD. 

AkNnt  meeting  of  the  Super\'isors  of  the  County, 
togeoier  with  the  Mayor  and  Recorder  of  the  City, 
was  hdd  at  Sapervnors'  rooms  May  1 5,  pursuant 
to  Lh,ii>ter  152,  l.iws  1844. 

rrcbciu,  lion.  .M.  N.  Nolan,  Mayor;  Hon.  Wm. 
S.  Paddock,  Recorder,*  and  all  tbe  ^ipervisors  of 
the  County  and  City.  The  Mayor  acted  as  P^- 
dent  and  the  Recorder  as  Secretary. 

The  matter  of  the  larire  minilier  .if  industrious, 
worthy  tnethanics  out  di  cmjiloynK-nl,  caused  by 
the  >;eiierul  dcprcs.sion  of  business,  owing,  as  was 
allegeil,  to  the  interference  of  prison  labor  with 
legiiiuKilc  trades,  was  presented  to  the  meedng  by 
Mr.  Daly,  who  offered  a  resolution  that  a  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  manner  in 

under  bead  of  Z<x«/  l>ugn/Ait$. 


whkh  contracts  were  made  for  labor,  and  the  com- 

1  for  the  same  by  ihe  Superin- 
tendents of  the  Feiiitontiary  ;  the  liiiaiuuy,  quality 
and  value  of  the  manufactured  articles,  and  the 
relative  cost  of  the  labor  on  such  articles  comfiared 
with  the  ccwt  of  labor  of  similar  articles  produced 
by  our  local  manufacturers ;  the  effect  of  prison 
labor  as  conducted  in  this  institution  on  skilled 
jail'  ir  m  the  County  ;  the  effect  on  our  Vk\\\  manu- 
facturers engaged  in  the  ])roiluclion  of  such  articles 
as  pnxluceil  by  the  convicts  in  said  Penitentiary  ; 
and  in  w  hat  manner,  if  any,  it  affected  the  skilled 
labor  employed  by  them  ;  aho  to  inveatigate  as  to 
the  general  and  financial  niana^'einetit  of  the  affairs 
of  the  in>atuiion,  and  thai  ilic  said  committee 
have-  power  to  send  for  jier^ons  and  papers. 

After  an  animateii  debate  Mr.  Daly's  motion 
prevaJkd,  and  the  .Mayor  appointed  tlie  following 
committee  to  act  with  the  Mayor  and  Recorder,  as 
provided  in  the  preamble  and  resolution :  Mean. 
Dalj'.  Maher,  Rowe,  Hreslcr  and  YoUDf. 

1  he  meeting  then  adjourned. 

On  Thursday,  May  16,  1878,  die  ChainnM 
aanouiKed  the  Standing  Committees,  6. 

KM  I    SESSION,  KOVEMBFR  IS,  I878. 

.\11  the  Supervisors  jiresent. 

The  iesrion  continued  on,  widi  one  or  two  brief 
adjoummcDliv  imtil  January  lo^  1879^  v)>su  it 
adjourned  dig. 

.Vccording  to  the  annual  report  of  N.  D.  Wen- 
dell, County  Treasurer,  the  money  received  by 
him  during  the  year  from  all  sources  amounted 
to  11,078,885.76!  The  amount  disbursed  by  him 
was  $1,078,885.76. 

Estimated  disbuisemeols  for  December,  1878 : 

Snarrinn^  salute aad  accniala...  faovooo 

Salaiies  County  OSoen   5«aao 

A»yluin  Accounts   jfiOO 

Djurt  expcnM.-s   MV400 

Audited  and  misoelUaMO*  10,000 

SEAL  AND  nasoNAt  raopcarv  ASStsaiD  m  AtSAinr 

COUNTV  IN  1878. 

City  oi  Albany   $36,14^890  00 

CoMSS   3,oaq|426  00 

Towns   13.717.S24 

Grand  tetek.  ^^fiiaMaflH 

Equalized  valuadtm  ofieal  andpenonal  property 
in  187S  was : 

Alltany  City. ... .'   $34,458,018 

City  ot  Cohoes   4,041,494 

Towns  ,   14,181,338 

Grand  totals  ....$52,680,840 

a  ATE  OF  TAXATION. 

Uemc,  (2.24;  Bethlehem,  $1.12;  Cocymans,  $1.14; 
Guilderlaad.  $1.56 ;  Knox,  $1.36 ;  New  Scotland,  Sl.oS  ; 
RenMdacrvilki,  f  ;  Westadto,  UMi  ct  CdMie^ 
$1.10. 

STATiojntitT. — ^The  stationery  funiished  the  Cir- 
cuit Courts,  Special  Term,  ami  the  County  Courts, 
for  three  years  ending  December  31,  1878,  was 
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as  follows:    1876,12,078.60;  1877,  $t,  135.41 ; 

1878,  $i,3>o.43- 

1879. — The  nnniial  spring  session  of  tlie  Board 
of  Saperviaors  met  May  13,  1879;  the  fulluwing 
nMmben  pment: 

.M.HANV  t  llY. 

First  Want,  Henry  Hoffman;  Sccoml  Wanl,  Thomas 
l'owrr>;  Tjiird  Ward,  John  Bowc  ;  Fourth  Waiil,  E.  A". 
Maher;  Kiltli  Ward,  T.  J.  Sullivan;  Sixth  Ward,  Ignati\is 
Wiley;  Scvunth  Ward,  James  Youiik;  EsKhlh  Wanl,  Kii  li- 
ard  khaui;an;  Ninth  Ward,  StcjiiK-ii  I'.  Kastnian:  Ti  iilli 
Ward,  H.  K.  Slarkwi-.ithci  ;  i:icvrnth  Wurd,  W.  II.  (;av- 
Iw;  Twelfth  Ward.  W.  H.  Met  all;  1  hirtccnth  Wari, 
UhllB.Siinnrlaiid;  Foartecnth  Wanl.  Wheeler  U.  Mclins; 
Flleaiai  Ward,  Michael  E.  Higgim;  Sixteenth  Ward,  Wnu 
R<  Mvnqr> 

COHOIS  CITY. 

Finst  Ward,  William  O'Brien;  Sctond  Ward.  John  II. 
Pjme*  ;  Third  Ward,  Peter  Grandjcan;  Fourth  Ward, 
John  Graw;  Fiftk  Wud,  Gmrgc  B.  SiBoioaf. 

TOWNS. 

I!<rnc,  FrcdLiick  W.  Coiii;er;  Hellilchcnl,  Wni.  Flagler; 
(  fK-vmaiiH,  [ohn  A.  Hunt:  Guildorland,  John  C  Grant  ; 
K'io\,  I.  W'  (  lips«  bro;  New  Scotland,  D.  V,  S.  Raynsford; 
Krn 'ri.iLTviiit',  .Mbeit  T.  Moore;  Watmliet,  John  ReOejr; 
\V.  .(.-il-.  .\  Koiua. 

r:.-v|.  'It,  I  lvv  .nl  A.  Malicr;  Clerk,  Thuni-is  II.  rr.ivcn; 
Journai  C  lerk,  John  C.  Morgan;  County  I'hyMcian,  Dr. 
jaoiM  Lb  Babcock ;  Doorkeeper,  Michael  Haydcn ;  Cor- 
oner's Ftmidans,  Dr.  H.  K.  Starkweather,  Dr.  Wm.  H. 
Murray,  Dr.  P.  J.  Kcegan,  Dr.  G,  H.  Billings. 

The  membeis  proceeded  to  ballot  for  County 
pap«rs.  The  Argus  and  Bvetu'ng  Journal  were  de- 

claiTcl  elected  a-;  such. 

Mr.  Sulliv.m  utVcred  a  resolutioit  apiJoialing 
Joseph  Levi  as  Scaler  of  Weight.s  and  Measures  for 
Albtmy  County,  which  was  adopted. 

The  President  announced  the  Standing  Commit- 
tees. 

.'\t  a  meeting  of  thi-  lltiard  held  Ma\'  15,  Mr. 
Hig>;in.>  offereii  a  res.  ilution  rcci  •iiinir;nliiiL;  five 
uu  nibcr.sof  the  Board  to  formacommitlee  inquire 
iiit  j  the  manner  ami  mode  of  making  conlracls  in 
the  Albany  County  Penitentian-,  and  that  they  have 
power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  and  to  em- 
ploy  coun>cI  to  asi  crt.iin  what  poweiB  this  Board 
has  in  that  institution. 

Refort  0/  ex-Cotmfy  Treasurer  Wendell  from  dale 
9/ "ha  last  report,  Nmemier  jo,  1878,  to 
Jatuurf  7,  iSjg: 


Balance  on  hand  Noveiiilier  30,  1 87S   ^14,021  78 

From  collectors   3,771  00 

Cttjr  of  Albany,  Ux  1877   37,775  "H 

City  of  Albany  water  mHoCiSTft.   4,206  55 

Kedemplioa  of  bad  add  far  taaa.   7.9<2  iis 

Temporary  loan   35>ooo  00 

L.  Houling,  District  AttonHgr,  ooiti  collecled.  aoj  71 

Acoottot  IwEk  taxes  fa*  towu   41  95 


!)ISBt:RSPMrNTS. 

Audited  accounts   i  17.440  82 

  43»73 
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Brought  forward   Ii7<87>  5S 

Salarici   4,980  75 

Interest   3,2oS  33 

Ketlemption  of  land  sold  for  taxes   5.43''  3'' 

l'ul)litation  of  t.iv  li>t   4S5  00 

Marshall  Infirmary   ^OO 

lurors   tei4  30 

Comtatatn.   s^oio  50 

J.  Fai^aa..  aje  00 

Stenograalier   ISO  oo 

Court  Cner   sja  oo 

JusUoet   IS' SO 

Court  orders   198  SO 

$4,61  S  50 

Ikmds  paid     5,600  cm 

Cim[ioii.>  p.iiii   203  00 

BalaiKe  paid  Henry  Kelly,  Treasurer-elect...     (>i,ci67  29 

RsDtsntBUTiMo  Tin  GoDim.— A  special  meet- 
ing held  June  17,  1S79,  was  held  to  re-apjiortion 
Assembly  l)istrict>,  twenty- eight  iiitiriburs  iicing 
present. 

The  lioard  proceeded  to  redistribute  the  County 
according  to  law,  and  discfaaiged  tfadr  doty  in  a 
moat  satiisfactoiy  manner. 

The  proceedings  were  published  at  the  time  in 

the  daily  papers,  and  they  may  he  found  fully  pub- 
lished in  tlie  proceedings  uf  the  Uuard  of  Supervis* 
ors  for  the  year  1879,  page  S3. 

TaE.\si  kfk"s  Rf!"oki. —  .Vt  a  mectinjr  of  the 
Board  l)ecenil>er  2,  the  President  presented  de- 
tailed report,  showing  the  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments of  the  office  from  January  i  to  November 
30,  1879,  <x>c  month  having  been  induded  in  die 
rep<^rt  of  Mr.  Wendell,  the  late  Treasurer : 

Total  receipts  $843,298  5© 

Total  amount  (i.iid  out   5844,28630 

Total  amount  disbursed   $744,2S6  30 

Total  amount  rroehred   n43.2i>8  50 

Leai^  treaaaiy  overdrawa   $987  to 

The  following  babnces  are  due  the  Cbudty  at 

this  date,  viz. : 

City  of  .Mliany..   fsS^^Of  I4 

City  of  Cohoea.....  -   4,00207 

Town  of  Bemo   3.002  14 

Bethlehem   67.S  oS 

Guilderlaod.  ,   503 

Knox  ,   371  S3 

New  .Scotland   119  14 

Kens.sclacrville   2,732  5^ 

Town  of  Westerlo    651  ui 

Wcsiervliet   2.137  64 

Totri   »43.«89  59 

The  Town  of  Coermans  has  a  credit  balance  of 

113.74. 

Ai  the  niectinir  of  the  Huard  held  Decemher  5, 
tliL-  report  of  the  Cununittce  (in  Asskssmk.nt  Roi.i  s 
was  received,  and  the  amount  assessed  on  real  and 
penonal  pn^ierty  in  die 

City  of  Albany  for  1879  Ls  •37.647,975  OO 

City  of  Cohocs  for  1S79   3.591,011.^  00 

Towns  in  1S79   1 2. 1 112, 1 28  2 1 

MakfacapandlDiBlQr.  S53,43i,soi  si 
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The  Commi.  LL    ,\\  Equaliaed  Valintion  pre- 
Mated  the  following  report : 
Eqmlued  value  of  real  and  penooal  property  in 

the 

City  of  Alfanj  for  1879   )33,746,992  40 

oC  Cohon  for  1S19   iMhwa  00 

•  ••••••  t^99t^4 

BethldKm  .'  a.as4<973  5^ 

Cocvmans....   1.344.5^  7<) 

Guiideriaiul   1,218, i^xi  oS 

KaoK   469'7>7  5C' 

New  Scotland   1,564.741  43 

Rensselaervillc   744371  «> 

West  Troy  and  Uiven  laland.   2,q72,()78  51 

Watcrvlict   2,!<57,i4S  7§ 

Wcstcrlo   744.4^2  08 

Grand  tuul   (53,73i,«>i  ai 

DcsTKVcnoN  or  tbb  Cut  Hall  sr  Fdtt. — 

On  the  loth  <l  )\  <  >f  Februaiy,  l88o^  the  Q17  Hall 

was  destroyed  I  \  lirr  * 

Spklial  MK.tmN<i  o^  no  Hoard. — On  Febrii- 
ar)'  16,  1880,  tlie  Hoard  coiuciu  il  a  special  session 
in  the  Justices' Court-rooms,  City  lluiKlinjjs;  the 
meeting  convened  in  pursuance  of  a  written  call 
signed  by  all  the  members  of  the  Board  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  such  steps  as  the  Board  might  deem 
necessary  in  view  uf  the  di-'-trui  tii>n  < if  the  City 
Hall  by  fire.  All  the  members  of  the  lk»ard  were 
present. 

The  proceedings  were  veiy  interesting.  Many 
valuable  comnranications  from  the  noat  eminent 

citizens  were  read,  amonf,'  which  were  the  proceed- 
ings of  a  meeting  of  the  Albany  Bar  held  at  the 
Justices"  Court-rooms,  City  Buildings,  on  the  iith 
day  of  February,  iSto,  at  which  the  following  reso- 
Intion  was  adopted: 

Kesofved,  That  the-  site  of  the  City  Ilall,  recently  de- 
stroyed by  fire,  is  the  most  ap|)ropriatc  and  convenient  tor  a 
bnOdtaif  telkeCMB^Caart  aad  Coonljr  oflnii%  and  the 
weilicn  ef  fbe  Alniqr  CSon^  Bar  hmby  OBanlSMMttly 
vfe.tka  Baud  of  Sapcniion  to  lake  ininediale  itep 
toward  tiw  erection  of  said  MUn^  or  aoolher  upon  the 
Oqr  Han  ato  for  the  ve  of  the  CMaly  Caaits  Old  oflkcn. 

Hanav  SMrm. 

dadwm. 

The  Board  had  been  strongly  urged  to  purchase, 
or  lease,  the  property  in  the  City  known  as  Martin 
Hall  for  the  use  of  the  County  and  City  ollices. 
TIk  members  of  Albany  Bar»  deeming  tbit  building 
as  entirely  unfit  for  such  purposes*  by  reason  of  its 
location  and  construction,  united  in  a  written  pro- 
test against  purchasinc;  iir  leasing  it,  tiirected  to  the 
Board,  urging  ujion  the  members  not  t«i  c< insider 
furtln'i  the  projKJsition  to  do  so. 

An  interesting  letter  from  Hon.  W.  L  Learned 
to  Edward  A.  Mahcr,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  the 
Board,  relative  to  the  packages  of  half-burned  and 
wet  package  of  pajK-rs  rescued  from  the  City  Hall 
whiK-  liumuiLT.  Judge  I^-ariied  recommended  some 
immediate  action  to  prevent  them  from  being 
entirely  ruined. 


"If  allowed  to  dry  in  their  |>re<eiit  ^-x  wmmt 

"they  will  itick  torcther  and,  periiapa,  mildew  M  as  to  be 
ulterlv  illi-t;ibl0,  Thtf  slMMiid  be  takien  to  some  safe  and 
dry  place,  opened  eMWallr,  spread  out  separately  to  dry. 
AaOerkof  the  Contand  as  President  of  the  Board 


know  Ae  great  tbIub  of  these  pauers,  and  a»  sudi  Chair* 
man  yoa  can  i^ve  some  official  direction  to  the  necessary 
expente.  I  cannot  think  that  there  would  be  any  ben'tatian 

in  paying;  wrhalevcr  this  most  in)|>ort3iit  work  may  cost.  I 
thercj.irc  Ih-^;  leave  to  press  on  yuu,  and  thimnjli  you  the 
County  Clerk,  the  ncti-ssity  of  imnu-dialc  action." 

1*he  public  sjiirit  and  forethonght  of  Judge 
Ixarne<l  in  thus  calling. attention  of  tin- Hoard  to 
the  in^portant  matter  contained  in  his  letter  was 
\s  arinly  commended  by  tlw  public.  As  Ifae  Boanl 
acted  upon  bis  timely  recammendadon,  papen  and 
documents  of  immense  viIim  were  mved  to  tlm 
Cbunty. 

DESKRVED  RIOTM V K\n Al  ios  T(t  W.  %,  mtlUSb 

K.  A.  Maiiek,  Ksq.  — Ix-ir  Sir  ;  \Vi-  tliink  the  Board  of 
Su|it  rvl- irs  -hi  iu!(l  l.y  resolutii)n,  or  in  jomc  otiier 
i  x]>n—.ivc  numiKT,  wlule  commrndinn  the  firemen  and 
pithi  r-  who  >i>  liraviiy  H  iirk''<l  vave  the  property  of  ihc 
city  and  county  from  the  lire  at  the  City  Hall,  not  omit  to 
speak  ipecially  ot  the  great  and  extraordinary  htv^cs  of 
W.  B.  Mdiiis,  to  wboae  escrtions  we  are  all  indebted  for  ibe 
preaervatfaMt  of  the  aMMt  valuable  lecor  I  - . 

Hamilton  IIakkis, 
•  k.  W.  Phi  KiiAM, 

T.  J.  Van  Austymi, 

1..  HOTAI.l.Ni., 
CUU.VTKVUAM. 

This  reference  to  the  services  of  Mr.  Melius  by 

these  distinguished  citizens  was  eminently  just,  and 
shows  how  generously  they  appreciated  his  almost 
superhuman  eflTorts.  The  members  of  the  Board, 
acting  under  die  recommendation  of  this  letter, 
adopted  a  handsomely  worded  preamble  and  reso- 
lutions expressive  of  their  high  appreciation  of  the 
\-aIuable  services  of  Mr.  Melitn  in  thus  saving  the 

property  of  the  Cws  and  county. 

Mr.  .Melius  1ms  l>een  connected  with  the  County 
Clerk's  olfice,  oflicially,  at  le.ist  eij.;lileeii  years,  and 
in  all,  for  twenty-five  years.  No  man  understands 
the  records  of  the  County  as  fully  as  be. 

The  fire  in  the  City  Fiall  broke  out  about  one 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  loth  of  February. 
It  was  bitterly  cold,  aiui  an  ay  «  iiid  liiowing. 
Mr.  Melius  wa.s  one  <tf  the  first  to  reach  the  clerk's 
office,  and  began  the  work  of  rc>>cuiog  the  jirecious 
volumes  containing  the  records  of  mortgages,  deeds, 
judgments,  decrees,  etc.;  notwithstanding  the 
blinding  and  almost  .suflfocaling  smoke  that  filled 
the  room,  he  |ia.ssed  700  volumes,  weighing  from 
ta  to  16  ]x>unds  each,  through  a  narrow  window  in 
die  seardung  room  to  a  place  of  safety.  A  few- 
moments  after  the  last  one  was  passed  out  the 
Hames  swept  fiercely  and  destructively  through  the 
rooms.  The  loss  of  these  records  would  be  im- 
mense and  irreparable  to  all  uvviuts  of  real  esl.itc 
situated  in  the  County  of  Albany  and  to  all  persons 
intereste<l  in  mortgages,  decrees  and  juogments 
contaiaed  in  these  voliunca. 

Mr.  Melius  was  quite  overcome  with  his  efforts 
and  tiad  to  be  asnsted  in  reaching  his  home. 

IirmisT  or  m  Covnn  w  ths  Cm  Hau. 
BtraUDHra.  — Measures  were  taken  at  this  meeting  to 
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ascertain  vhat  interest  the  County  of  Albany  had 

in  tlic  City  Hall  builtiing  tlu-n  \x\c\\  <k-st roved  by 
fire,  arni  Hon.  K.  W.  IVi  khatn  was  einplovL-tl  tn 
assiN'.  ;i  n  nnmiuec  .i|)|wjinted  for  the  jiuip' isc  t_>f 
asccriaining  ilic  said  miercst  of  the  CV)iiiuy. 

Books  of  Kei  oRri  ui  the  Coi  nty. —  The  ("oiinty 
Clerk  was  hy  nsolutii  >n  aiitltorized  to  make  true 
and  perfect  copies  of  ail  the  books  of  record  of  the 
CounQr  mntilated,  damage<l  and  defaced  in  the 
dien  recent  burning  of  the  City  Hall,  and  tliat  he 
be  paid  the  ordinary  legal  rates  by  the  Counts- 
Treasurer,  and  lu:  was  further  authurizL-d  to  re- 
arrange, sort  and  ial>el  all  papers  disarranged  and 
confused  by  the  same  fire,  and  that  he  be  reason- 
ably compensated  therefor.  Mr.  Melius  was,  on 
motion.  antfioriMd  to  assist  the  County  Clerk  in 
the  foregoing  designated  wnrk. 

Other  important  liusiiu-^.-.  toutliin^'  the  iinttus 
growing  out  ofilie  destruction  of  the  C"ity  \\:.\'.  a.ls 
transacted:  also  at  the  adjourned  meeting  iieid 
March  I,  1880,  otlier  important  measures  were 
taken  in  regard  to  the  same,  which  will  be  found 
in  the  BdSb  recOfd  of  proceedings  of  the  Board,  from 
page  9  to  20,  inclusive. 

1880. — AxKUAL  Spantc  Skssion  hdd  at  their 
rooms,  No.  38  Beaver  street.  May  1 1,  i88a 

The  following  members  of  the  Board  were  present: 

First  Ward,  Henry  Hoffman;  Second  Wartl,  Thomas 
Powers;  Third  Ward,  John  Bowc;  Fourth  Ward,  K.  A. 
Mahcr;  Fifih  Wat<l,  T.  Sulliv.iti;  Sisth  Ward,  Tgnatiiis 
W'iley:  St  veiitli  W.ini,  larm  -  \',HniL';  Ki^;l>t)i  Ward, 
Richard  Khatigan;  Ninth  Ward,  "^ti  [  Ikii  1'.  Ka>tniaii; 
Tenth  Ward,  if.  K.  Starkweather;  1  icvcnlh  Ward,  W.  H. 
Gayior;  Twclilh  Ward,  W.  II.  MeCall;  rhirtecnth  War.l, 
John  B.  Slingcrland;  Fourteenth  W,xrd,  Wheeler  B.  Melius; 
Fifteenth  Ward,  M.  E.  Higgins;  Sixteenth  Ward,  W.  H, 


coHon. 

First   Want.    Wm.    (»  l!rii-i;  Second   Ward,   John  H. 

FnWi;  Third  Ward,  Peter  Grandjc«n;  Fourth  Ward,  John 
Gram;  Fifth  Waid,  Gcoibb  E.  ~ 


DsnMf  Trederfclt  IV*  Conger^  Bc^ldiefli,  WflHani 
Flagler;  Cocymaiu,  John  A.  Hnnt;  nuflderlartd,  John  C. 
Grant;  Knox,  J.  W.  Chwcbro;  New  ScoUand,  D.  V.  S. 
RsTmiford:  ReaiidaerTiUe,  Albeit  T.  McMxe;  Walenrikt, 
John  RcHcx;  Woterlo,  A.  C.  Rcqoa. 

At  the  eiet  li  Jii  of  a  eliairman  of  the  Hoard  for 
the  ensuing  year  suggestions  were  made  as  to  the 
legality  of  the  election  of  thememben  of  the  Board 
fortlietann  ortwojeafs,  wheicnpon  tliefoUowing 
officers  were  elected  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Fdward  A.  Maher.  Prc-ident;  Jithn  A.  ManKan,  Journal 
Clerk;  Thnma<  H.  Craven,  Clerk;  llr.  James  L.  HalKoek, 
County  I'hy^uian:  Mieliael  llayden,  Doorkee|ier;  I'd^;ar 
Palmer,  Scaler  of  Weights  and  Measures.  The  tolliiwinjj 
eciulenirn  were  elected  coroner*:  Dr.  W.  H.  Murray,  Dr. 
A.  K.  Starkweather,  Dr.  P.  J.  Keegan,  Dr.  G.  H.  Utlliiigs. 

NIOHT  WATCHXAK  fOK  OOVXIT  CtKUC's  OPFICt. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  May  la,  the  Presi- 
dent presented  a  commnnicatkm  signed  by  a  large 
number  of  tbe  leading  cttisens  of  Albany  request- 
ing that  the  services  of  a  night  watchman  at  the 
County  Clerk's  olfac  should  be  continued,  and 
tfiey  further  recommended  that  the  night  watch- 
man be  made  a  permanent  employee. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Bowe  it  was  resolved  to 

authorize  the  Countv  Clerk  to  continue  the 
.services  of  night  watchman  until  otherwise  directed 

by  the  BoarOi  his  salary  not  to  esoeed  I75  per 

month. 

The  Board  met  according  to  adjournment  on 

November  22,  when  Mr.  Weaver  presented  die 
following  report  of  the  Committee  on  Stale 
Equalization : 

Alhanr  Catmty  aaecasetl  value  of  ie|l  eilate 
far  Uie  year  1878   t47<7(»,870 

F.qu.a!izatKm  in  the  year  1879  at   64.295,172 

Ki(ualizati(jn  over  asves^efl  value   $16,592,302 

The  lioard  of  l-!([ualiz;Uion  of  Taxes,  in  pursu- 
ance >if  chapter  j  1 2,  laws  of  1859,  fixed  the  aggre- 
gate valuation  of  property  in  Albany  Countj  at 
the  sum  of  $68,4SO,tt6,  upon  whidt  a  Sttte  tuc  of 
S239.491.80  must  be  levied  for  the  current  fiscal 
year  commencing  October  1,  it>8o,  being  three  and 
one^ialf  mills  on  the  doOar : 

MiLi-s.  Chaf.  Laws. 

Foradhoolt                   x-AVt          515  iUb 

For  goiand  pomom         iwwk          C15  i88d 

For  new  Caprtol                X             51c  1880 

Canals                             jj^             afS  iMs 

Total  ,  ..T^ 

A  rei>ort  giving  a  statement  of  the  receipts  and 
disbursements  of  the  County  treasniy  was  sub- 
mitted on  December  2,  as  follows: 

Receipts  and  disburscmenu  from  December  1, 
1879,  to  November  jo^  1880: 

RECriPTS. 

Total  amount  received   $996,299  99 

DiabarMmcnts   996,299  99 

Amount  on  hand    39.008  46 

The  amount  of  real  and  pcrional  property 
assessed  in  Albaajr  Coonljr  in  iSSo: 

Oily  of  Albany,  real  and  peraooal  $37,085,425  00 

"  Cohoe»,    "  "    3.^»48.093  «> 

Toma,  real  and  pemoal   12.330,250  26 

Gnud  total  •53>o43>70* 

On  Dcecinbcr  6  the  Pre.sidi  nt  received  the  fol- 
lowing statement  from  the  Count)'  I'reasurer,  being 
the  balance  due  the  Cbun^  at  tint  date: 

City  of  AIKany  S42,I93  55 

Ctihoes    1,630  45 

TovBofBtme   3>039  SO 

"    Bethlehem   1230 

CoeynuM  *   4S  K 

•«    OttWierland   4$^  01 

"    Knox   197  94 

•«     NcwScotl.iiid   ISI  94 

"     RcngsclacrviUe   z,^  74 

"     Woterlo   5S1  22 

'•     Watcrvliel   4.W'4  18 

Total   $55. '63  69 

TllH  ti.a Al.l/t.D  VALUATION  FOK  l88a 

City  of  Albany,  real  and  penonsl  ...f3Ml3>306  03 

Ch-K-s       ••    5.394.927  so 

Making  a  total  S53t063<7^  ^ 


I 
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On  January  S>  i^t^  Mr.  Murray,  in  awdW 

wordeil  resolution,  made  a  motion  that  a  tax  of 
$ico.o8,  assessed  on  the  premises  No.  117  Beaver 
street,  in  this  city,  and  used  by  Dr.  John  Swin- 
burne as  a  Dispensary,  be  canceled,  and  the 
Board  of  Assessors  were  directed  to  <MDit  said 
property  from  its  lists  of  taxable  property  and 
ninouiiiiiiit  roll,  so  long  as  the  pro{>erty  is  retained 
for  dispeniary  or  hospital  pur]>oscs. 

Tbb  was  unaiumou^iy  adopted,  inasmuch  as  Dr. 
Swinbune  is  known  to  devote  largely  ol  his  own 
time  and  money  to  the  chariuble  care  of  the  sick 
poor  of  the  city,  and  employing  asristants,  and 
keeping  and  sustaining  a  prt\ate  dispensary  wholly 
from  and  upon  his  own  personal  means,  for  the 
parpc^e  of  relieving  lidi  poor  and  udbrtaoate 
of  tiie  city. 

Adjoanied  January  24,  iSSi. 

Phioeedingii  of  the  Board  of  Superviaon  at  the 
annoal  meeting  held  May  10,  1 881,  in  Martin 
Hall.    Members  present : 

First  Warrl.  Augustus  Whitman;  Si-cmul  Ward,  John 
Ryan;  I  liinl  W.in!.  Willijni  Cawy;  Fourth  Ward,  Fxlw.int 
A.  Maher;  Filth  Ward,  ('.ii>rKi-  1.  Thomas  ;  Sixth  W.ird, 

Ji>h(i  Parr;  .Vvt  iith  Ward.  Janus  \  ouii^;;  F:iv;hth  Ward, 
l»ch,ii-l  I.  Ilayden;  Ninth  W.ird,  lanic'i  ,\.  J.ynum;  Tenth 
Ward,  M.-ithcw  C.  C'l..ik;  11.  mli  W.ml,  William  15.  Scott; 
Twelfth  Ward,  William  t.uni.ui;  I  hirntnth  Ward.  Joseph 
C  Gtiflbi;  Fourtrrnth  Ward,  Robert  Gctr;  FiAeeDth 
Ward.  Michael  E.  HigK>>>s;  Sixteenth  Ward,  Wm.  IL  Mur- 
lay;  SefealecDth  Ward,  Frank  lircnnaii. 

COHOBS. 

First  Ward,  John  CUrk;  Second  Ward.  Tdin  U.  Fvik-s; 
Third  Ward.  C.  M.  Nadeaa;  Fourth  Ward,  John  Grorcs; 
Flak  Ward,  CharlcB  Kaott 

TcrarKs. 

Heme,  Frederick  W.  Coni,'er;  Kelhlchem,  W.  C  Hola. 
ling;  C'ocyman<s,  Estes  II.  Strevell;  UuikkriaBd,  Aaivn 
Fuller;  Kiiux.  Izrahiah  Chi-iehro;  New  Scotfauid,  Howy  H. 
Mcc»l;  Renssclacrville,  llcrcule*  SayiB;  WatcrrSet.  Joha 

Reilly;  Westerlo,  Anson  I Requa. 
President    Kdward  A.  Mahcr. 
Ckrk    'llionias  \\.  Craveii. 
jounul  CI,  rk  -John.  f.  Manj^aii. 
County  I'hysici.in  —  ln-.  U.  H.  l  a  Mcurv. 
Doorkeeper— J.iiiu>  .\.  Mi  r^.ttcr. 

Coroners'   Physicianii    Doctor.s  1".  I    KeiKaii,  II.  R. 
Starkweather.  R.  D.  Uark.  C.  II.  Bnil'iiK^. 
Sealer  of  Wovhts  and  Measure*-  Ed^jar  Palmer. 
Coomel  far  (mnccr  of  p  oor  Martin  D.  Conway, 
Facet— Joba  Wart,  JoKcph  Koy. 

ComrR  PtfUHL— and  Exprus, 

coMMissiomns  to  upaik  ok  kuvilo  crrr  kalu 

By  the  laws  of  1880,  Chapter  285,  M.  H.  Nolan. 
Kdward  Mahcr.  Barclay  Jcrmain,  Charles  Van 
Hi  iitlu  iiMii,  Iv.Ih.  (  '  rnivn,  C.  P.  Easton,  Krastus 
Corning  and  Leonard  0.  Hun  were  appointed 
Commisdonen  to  repair  or  rebuild  the  Hall 
in  this  city.  The  names  of  the  gentlemen  com- 
posing this  Committee  was  the  highest  guarantee 
tint  till  imiH  .rt.im  duties  committed  to  them  would 
be  performed  with  tiic  Utmost  ability,  exactness 
and  dispatch. 

At  this  meeting  of  the  Board,  in  punmaoce  of 
Section  8  of  the  said  act  of  1880,  this  Committee 
presented  a  succinct  and  ably  drawn  petition  to 
the  ikiard,  rcquc-siing  tiiat  body  to  direct  the  issue  i 


of  bonds  of  the  County  of  Albany,  to  the  amount 
of  $145,000,  to  be  n^tiated  by  the  Chairman  of 

the  Board  of  Supervisors  and  the  Treasurer  of  the 
County,  at  such  times  and  in  such  amounts  as  m.iv 
be  required  by  the  Commissioners  ;  such  bunds  to 
be  signed  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Super- 
viaon and  the  Treasurer^  to  bear  aemi-annnal  in- 
terest at  the  rate  of  fonr  per  cent  per  annum,  and 

pa\;tMe,  one-third  tlRTLcf  in  t^  eiitv  years,  anil  onc- 
llnrd  tlicrcol  in  Iwenty  lvM'  years,  Irutn  the  date  of 
their  icspeclive  issues. 

The  Commissioners  presented  a  resolution  to  the 
Board,  in  conformity  with  the  said  petition,  which 
diiccted  that  the  said  sum  of  $145,000  be  paid,  as 
stated  above,  to  wit :  $50,000  in  the  year  1901, 
$50bOoo  in  190s,  $45iiooo  in  1903. 

CoMMITTF.F.  ON  CoRONF.RS  .\Nn  PhVSICH.VS. — This 

Committee  is  very  important,  and  for  a  time  was 
very  onerous,  requiring  a  clerk  ;  but  by  the  law 
touching  the  salaries  of  ph^'sidans  appwnted  to 
make  pwl  mvlem  cxaminadons,  and  by  a  law  of 
the  Board  letting  by  contract  the  burial  of  paupers 
under  said  contract,  the  Committee  were  reiie\ed 
from  nuuli  of  their  hilxir,  sr»  it  became  untiecc-ssarv 
to  keep  a  clerk,  and  a  resolution  was  presented  for 
the  ducbaiKe  of  tbe  clerk,  but  it  was  tabled; 
wheieapon  it  was  moved  by  Mr.  Higgins  that  a 
derk  be  elected,  and  Johii  P.  MaMenoo  ms 
elected  derk  to  the  Committee.  Adopted 

Si'K<  i,M  Mkkiiv(,,  August  12,  iSSl.  < 'lllfd 
un<lcra  written  rctim-st  and  signe<J  by  all  the  mem- 
bers o(  the  Boaril,  to  cn.tble  the  Finance  Commit- 
tee anil  County  Treasurer  to  borrow  money  to 
ncci  deticiendes  and  tran.sact  socb  other  biMiiiess 
as  might  be  necessary.  The  sum  required  was  not 
to  exceed  $120,000,  and  was  for  the  purpose  of 
pa\  intr  Stale  tax,  w  liitli  was  to  fall  due  on  the  ist 
of  September  then  next  'I'his  amount  was  directed 
to  be  raised  in  coofiinnity  to  the  foregoing; 

SiATK  Hoard  <\v  IIkai.tii. — At  a  meeting, 
November  15,  an  important  communication  was 
received  from  the  State  Board  of  Health  in  regard 

to  the  amendments  of  laws  designed  to  secure 
the  complete  registration  of  births,  marriages  and 
de.uhs,  ami  espci  i.illy  to  ^;ue  the  ^'re.ile.^t  possible 
accuracy  to  the  record  of  the  causes  of  death  and 
burial  of  the  dead. 

Thk  Bo.\rdof  FIqi'auzatiox  of  Taxes  fixed  the 
aggregate  \aluation  of  property  in  Albany  County 
At  $67,372,736,  npoo  which  amount  a  State  tax  of 
$151,588.66  was  to  be  levied  for  the  current  fiscal 
year  commencing  October  1,  1881,  being  2^  mills 
on  the  dolter,  for  tbe  folkming  purposes : 

ForSLhtHjl-    nulli^  perChap.  4S3,  l-aw  s  1S81. 

•*  General  [jurposo..  ^  "  «  "  453,  "  i8»I. 
'•  Canals  ^    «•     "  595,    "  ilKu 

Total   aTnun*. 

The  non-resident  taxes  credited  to  the  Coun^ 
for  1880  were  $202.92. 

At  a  met  iini,'  of  the  Board  November  21,  1881, 
a  communication  was  md  in  regard  to  the  Stal« 
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'B9ard  of  Atstssors  trnd  At  SMe  Board  •/  Epud- 
mUim. 

TheuteHed  valuation  oi  rval  vsutc  ia  Ailiaiiy 

ConntjrfalMa.   <49,i5i,8o8 

Fbroou  cMate,   3,91 1 ,960 

Total  »58.o6j,768 

To  tlie  assessed  ^'aluation  thf  Staif  lionni  h;i\e 
added  $iA,ic8.i/<S:  this  made  the  cquali/cil  valua- 
tion of  real  estate  $63,460,776;  to  this  add  the  per- 
sonal, $3.91 1,960.  which  makes  the  sum  $67,371,- 
736,  upon  which  we  pay  a  State  tax  this  year. 

In  the  year  18X1  then:  wai  added  to  our  aacM- 

c<l  v.ilu.ition  |l4,69e^S 

Intheyear  18S0   14,3^,968 

An  apparent  rcduciijii  of   4386,057 

The  increase  in  the  asaicssed  valuation  of  the 
wIk  Ic  Sute  for  1880  «aa  1x4,935,164,  or  .0107 

per  cent 

The  increased  assessed  valnatioil  of  Atbany 
Countjr  for  1880  was  but  |i8,ooo^  or  .0004  per 
cent  It  aboald  have  been  quite  as  much  as  that 
oT  the  State. 

An  article  contained  in  the  E-'eaaig  Jaumai, 
signed  "H.,"  containin<^  all»j,'t<i  mintatemenis 
touching  the  acts  of  the  Hoard  rd  itivc  to  tin  [print- 
ing of  250  copies  of  its  rules,  was  ni.uk-  lln-  sul.jtct 
of  a  question  of  pri\ilege  in  order  that  the  said 
Statement  should  be  promptly  refuted.  It  was  de- 
nounced and  proven  to  have  done  injustice  to  the 
Board. 

A  coininunicatiun  wa.s  also  received  from  Dr. 
John  Swinburne  .iskinjf  to  be  relieved  1'rt>m  taxes 
assessed  on  his  pri\ate  hu.spital,  whirl)  w.i.s  granted. 

Arsenal. — 'I'lie  estimates  of  the  expense  of  fit- 
ting up  for  rooms  in  the  aisenal  for  the  benefit  of 
the  military  of  the  ci^« 

The  contract  was  awarded  by  the  pi  u{K:r  Com- 
mittee, so  far  as  hoildinf  locMn,  etc,  was  con- 
cerned, at  $2,439. 

Eliction  Nonci. — TXv  Argw  and  Morning 
Express  were  designated  as  papers  to  publish 

election  notices. 

Thk  'I'RK.vsrRK.R's  .\r-coi-NT,  for  the  year 
endin(r  Norcmlicr,  1S81,  was  piBtented 
I)ecembi-r  2,  lS8l,  showing  the  rccdpts  Of 

his  office  for  that  time  to  be  $l,Oj;2,444  88 

Disbursements     $1,032,444  88 

STATBMXNT  of  real  uttd  pcrsooal  property 
SMHMdin  the  Conntyof  AUnhij,  1881: 

5«"1"V   »6i,422.6js 

  7.S07.755 

Total   #68,930^390 

On  December  8,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Conger,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  authorizing  the  Finance 
Committee  to  borrow,  on  the  credit  ofihc  (  <.uiitv, 
the  sum  of  Sjo.coo  to  pay  bunds  in  like  amount 
maturing  March  i,  i88s,  and  to  issue  therefor 
county  bonds  bearing  interest  not  to  exceed  4  per 
cent  per  annum,  payable  seiBi-aniiiiaUy,  the  prin- 


cipal payable  March  i,  1904.  The  said  bonds 
were  to  be  registered  or  coupon,  and  thejr  were  to 
be  sold  at  public  auction  on  Februaiy  15,  i88s, 
after  being  adveilised  two  weeks. 

EgUAUOD  Vitt  ATioN  of  .\lbany  Ca,  1881: 

ALHANY  CITY. 

Real  estate  '.  148,886,19800 

Ttmma   7.5gy.7i5  <» 

Total  »5»»S.953«> 

Cohoes  City  real  estate  l9k45Si078  00 

"         penooal  estate   33MM  w 

Told   9^791,716  06 

ARamr  Ci^,  Cdwes  aad  towns, 
»eal  estate.    «$ 

Grand  talab  190^343^189  43 

Stati  AMD  Cotnrrr  Tax. — ^The  rate  of  State  and 

County  tax  was  fixed  by  resolution  at  fifty-four 
cents  on  each  $100  of  the  equalized  valuation  of 
this  county. 

Spf(  lAL  Mektin<;.  -  Monday,  December  12,  i  R8 1 , 
a  .special  meeting  convened  pursuant  to  a  call  pre- 
viously made  for  the  purpose  of  fixing  the  rale  of 
the  city  of  Ckiboet,  and  of  the  town  of  Watervliet 
The  rate  of  taxation  lor  the  city  of  Coboesfor  1881 
was  fixed  at  $1.25  ujKjn  each  $100.  The  rate  for 
Water\'liet  for  1881  was  fixed  as  follonrs  : 

Chi  cadi  (loooflieassessadvahnliaii: 

Watervliet,  Fint  Oirtrict  $7C 

West  Troy  and  GieenUaad   w 

DisnuCT  ATTOtXCr's  RxfoKT. — ^D.  Cady  Hcrrick 
preaentcd  bis  report  of  the  costs  received  bv  him, 
and  abo  a  statement  of  the  fines  imposed  ainoe 
January  i,  i88t,  which  by  recapitulation  shows  as 

fitllows: 

l"u-t^ar.4  'i.ii^iiscnts.  .,     .,   ....  $1,526  3O 

Fine*  in  i  lyer  aixl  Tcnin'iier.  ....  275  00 
"        t'ouiity  SesMDU?.., 40900 

"    "  Special  Sissknu   954  00 

*J.>55  2** 

CoHOHS  Jail. — By  resolution  the  County  Treas- 
urer was  authorized  t  ■  j  ly  ihecit)  of  Colioes  $500 
for  rent  of  jail  pursuant  to  Sec  15,  Chap.  60, 
laws  of  1881. 

Previous  to  the  adjouinment  of  the  Board,  on 
December  so,  1881.  b'upervisor  Geer,  in  a  pleas- 
ing and  finely  worded  speech,  on  Ix  lialf  (f  the 
ineiiibers  of  the  Hoard,  |ire.si-iit<-d  President  Malier 
an  elegant  watchchain  and  chann.  Mr.  Malier 
received  it  with  a  ver)-  feeling  and  appropriate 
address.  Supervisor  Murray  then  arose,  and,  on 
behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Board,  presented 
Mr.  Thomas  H.  Craven,  Clerk  of  the  Board,  with 
a  \aIuaMf  siher  service. 

In  presenting  it,  Mr.  Murray  made  some  timely 
and  exceedingly  well  received  remarks  touching 
tht  high  esteem  in  which  Mr.  Craven  was  held  by 
the  Board.  Ttie  ktler  thanked  the  Bond  in  a  veiy 
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humtamuet.  The  whole  proceeding  gtve  great 
attuBctkm  to  AeBoaid  aad  pablic. 

The  Board  of  Supenten  w  thedqr  and  coantjr 
met  at  their  Annual  Seirioa  at  their  fooms  in  Miuie 
Hall,  May  9,  1883. 

The  foUowing  memben  were  pceaent: 

CnV  OF  ALBANY. 
FInt  Ward,  Asustua  WUtoun;  iieoond  Wud,  Tbomas 
Pswen;  ThM  ward,  Wm.  Caan;  Fourth  Ward,  Edward 
A.  Maher;  Fifth  Ward,  John  COok;  Sixth  Ward.  John  D. 

Capron;  Seventh  Ward,  Edward  Kctark;  Eighth  Ward, 
Mjch.ul  J.  H.ivdcn;  Niruh  Ward,  I>.uik-lJ.  Murphy ; 'IVnth 
Ward,  Matlicw' C.  Clark;  Eleventh  Ward.  Alfred  Ho.xh; 
Twelfth  Ward,  William  H.  McCall;  Thirteenth  W.utl, 
Joseph  C.  Crittm;  fourteenth  Ward,  Robert  Geer;  Fifteenth 
Ward,  Jami-  Skill  corn;  Sixteenth  Ward,  AlonM  B.  Voor- 
heea;  Seventmith  Ward,  Tliomas  J.  ReiUjr. 

couoia. 

Knt  Wafd,  John  Clark;  Second  Ward,  Rnudc  Rockwell ; 
XhM  Wavd,  Otailea  li.  Nadean;  Fovlli  Ward,  Jolm 
Gravan  Fifth  Ward,  NeU  Morris. 

TuVVNS. 

IJcrnc,  11.  111., 1.  WoikI;  IVlliliheni,  W.  C.  Holallng; 
Coeyin.ins,  Kstcs  H.  Sirevtl;  t  luilderland,  Aartm  Fuller; 
Knox,  Win.  J,  Haverly;  New  Scotland,  Hiram  Becker; 
RenssilaerviUc,  Hcrculi-s  Sayre;  WatCTvlict,  J oaeph  Ander- 
son; Wtoterlo,  .Anson  ('.  Kctiua. 

President,  Edward  A.  Mayer. 

Clerk,  Thomas  H.  Craven. 

loianul  Clerk,  John  K  Lawlaaa. 

Coontjr  PkyaiMiitOE.  R.  IX  Claifc. 

Doanecna;  BenardRoM. 

Came*'  Fhmickns,  l)n.  H.  R.  Starkweather,  P.  II. 
XeciaB,  M.  J.  Levi  and  U.  H.  BitHi«8. 

COMBly  S^Icr  of  Wei);hts  and  Measures,  John  I'owera. 
COonael  f'>r  t  >ver*ecrs  of  the  Poor,  Mr.  I  >.  <.'cinway. 
County  Papers,  Daify  Ari;!is  and  Viiih  Express. 

.•\fter  considerable  biisinr--^  relative  to  peniten- 
li.u\  matters,  of  whicli  wi-  -lull  ,i;i'.  r  .ui  aOCOnOt  io 
another  place,  the  lloard  .idjourned. 

At  a  special  meeting  held  May  24  the  President 
annoonced  the  Standiog  Committees  kx  the  ensuing 
year. 

At  a  meeting  of  thf  urd  held  July  27  it  was  re- 
solved  that  the  ufluc  nf  the  Coronets  of  .Albany 
CbonQr  dwald  W  locatai  in  llic  rooms  of  the  Su- 
pernsorSy  and  that  John  P.  Mastenon  be  and  he 
WHS  appointed  a  deilc  to  md  Cmaum,  hi*  duties 

to  assist  :is  clerk  to  each  of  said  CoCQIiefi  in  their 
offiiiiil  dutio.  and  to  keep  a  record  of  and  file  each 
in<jui.silion;  also  lo  act  ;i.s  Clerk  (o  the  Committee 
on  Coroners  and  Ph^-sicians  of  the  Board,  the 
aalary  not  to  exceed  $100  per  month,  the  County 
Treasurer  to  pay  the  same: 

At  a  meeting  held  November  14  the  Clerk  pre- 
sented the  following  statement : 

T%*  Board  of  Ei/tnilisatioH  of  Taxts  have  fixed  the 
aggregate  valuation  of  pro|>erty  in  the  County  of  Albany  at 
the  sum  of  $74,051,676,  upon  which  amount  a  State  tax  of 
$l8l,42&6l  must  be  levied  tor  the  current  lineal  year  Iv^in- 
ning  October  i,  iSSz,  a^t  provided  in  chapter  312,  laws  of 
l8^9t  ud  amend  men  Is  iherelo,  bv  chap.  351,  law«  ot  iiil4, 
bang  a       mills  on  the  dollar,  for  the  folbwing  purpoxs: 

Foradnob  i  iS*  ^"^"^^  «-'^*P-  296,  laws  i88z 

ForgeMnlpaipoaca...  ■  M  "  "  S96  iSSa 
Forouab   itt  "     "    S08  1882 

Total  a'Ju;  nab. 

Noa-iMident  taxea  cradlled  to  Albaiqr  County  fisr  i8ti 
1  to  $I9.74> 


On  November  21  Mr.  Weaver,  from  the  Com- 
miuce  on  State  Equalization,  presented  the  follow- 
ing statement  : 

EMaliaed  valuation  of  real  eriats  of  Alfaoay 

County  Tor  the  year  1881  ^63, 460, 776 

Amount  the  County  abodd  haw  inOfaiBl  to 

retain  it*  relative  propoitkm  with  odier  ooua- 

ties  in  the  State   1,906^772 

The  amount  it  would  then  liavc  lieen  erjualized 

on  real  CNtatc  fur  18S2    .  $65,367,548 

Thcanvount  it  is  ei|iiali/id  for  1882   65,162,456 

Amount  of  reduction   $305,092 

Amount  of  Albany  County's  inataae.   11,906,772 

AflMMBt  added  I17  State  Boaid  of  EqtnaKntioB.  1.701,680 

DiflacnceinbiVarof  AlfaaayCoBn^. ..  $205,092 

The  amount  of  Si,itc  ia\  li>i  thi-i  y.  .ir  Ik  S29, 837*94 
i;ri  ater  than  last  year,  and  is  accounted  for  a-s  (ollows  : 

lncn  a-<  ..f  personal  estate   $4,977,260 

Increase  ot  real  estate   i,7oi.«i.v> 

$6,678,940 

This  amoant,  multiplied  by  last  year's  rate, 
%%  miUa  oB  the  dollar,  produces   »i5^.6t 

Totel  unoMBt  of  eoualiicd  real  and  penonai 
(»4*oSi.«^ii»  rtte.  «wW|dkd  bf  onn.fifth 
ar»ndD,tlMlncieMeoi*er  itti...,   >4>l«k>3a 

On  November  28  the  Cleifc  presented  die  Annual 

Report  of  the  Coroners. 

llie  report  of  Richard  .'-Lihlv  shows  that  fnnu 
October  16,  i8di,  lo  Xoveinbcr  10,  inclusive,  there 
were  33  /kw/ Wtfr/ew  exaininaiions  with  juries  con- 
ducted before  him.  Peter  Lasch  reports  44  inquests 
held  by  him  during  the  years  of  i88i-s  with  jurors. 

Tlie  first  annual  report  of  James  McCann  st  itos 
that  he  held  30  intpiests  during  the  year  1SS2,  from 
January  «2  to  November  24. 

Richard  Johnson  reported  19  inquests  held  by  him 
since  November  S4,  1881,  to  September  s6,  i88a. 

On  December  4  Mr.  Sajre.  from  the  Committee 
on  Assosiimcnt  Rolls,  presented  the  foUowing: 

Sr&TOnrr  or  tkx  Rkal  ami  PtaaoiraL  Fro»- 

mr  in  .Mbany  Cniinty  as  assessed  in  i88t. 

Total  real  in  City  of  Albany.  .$6i,t  17,810  00 
Total pcnonal"        "    ..  6,432,33200 

 $67,550,543  00 

KealinCitjrofCalwes   $3,410,07900 

Personal  "        "    361.50000 

 7   3»77i«S79» 

Towns,  real  estate  $17,076,329  73 

"     perHnal   1.05303493   „      ^  ^ 

i8,i29,ti£466 

Gnud  total  $89,431,385  66 

It  W.1S  also  resolved  to  raise  b\  tax  on  property  in 
the  City  of  Albany  the  sum  of  $720,789.37  for  the 
several  contingent  expenses  of  the  city  for  hospitals, 
nurseries  and  temporary  out-door  relief  of  the  poor, 
and  for  rcl)uilding  Beaver  Creek  arch,  at  Philip 
street 

On  December  8  Mr.  Requa,  from  the  CommiUet 
on  EfuaUaatim,  presented  the  following  lepoi^ 
which,  on  the  next  meedog,  December  9, 
adopted: 
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EgCALIZKD  VAt.rATIOH  OT 

Cityof  AllMnjr,  mL  »48,977.te»oo 

M  ptrinail   6;4)a,S3aoo 

 $55,410,15200 

Cfcy  «f  <^'olio«s.  "^'i'  $9,472.6<)7  00 

"         "       pmonal   ^61.500  co 

 9.834,19;  00 

Towns,  real  ♦  51,604,21873 

"      pcnoml   7.>47i36693 


On  December  14  a  special  seaiion  or  the  Board 
met  at  two  r.  M.,  pmsaaDt  to  a  call  of  tlie  Presi- 
dent. 

The  object  of  this  call  w.v-  "f.  ir  ilic  jiurposo  .  .f 
taking  suitable  action  res^rding  the  deatli  of  tlie 
vife  of  Supeiviior  Geer,  01  the  Fourteenth  Ward.  ' 

A  motion  ma  made  to  appoint  a  committee  of 
three  to  draft  resolutions  to  be  r<    .necl  at  evening 
Means.  Vonrhecs,  ("apriin  and  Mt</all 
I  named  bjrthe  President  as  such  ominiiuce. 
On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 
At  the  evening  aeaeion  Mr.  Voorbees  reported 
the  following: 

/'<-./. '/ivj/,  X\\a\  thi'  mcmlKTs  of  this  Btxird  nu»st  simcrLly 
symputlii/c  with  ihvir  asscxiau-.  ki'U  rt  Gccr,  in  the  irre- 
parable lo<«  he  ha5  sustained  in  the  death  of  hi*  wite,  and 
extend  to  him  the  assurance  ol  their  heartfelt  soirow. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Lioard,  held  Dctembcr  22, 
that  body  tendned  their  most  cordial  thanks  to 
dtefar  efficient  Prerident,  Edward  A.  Maher,  for 

the  impartial  manner  in  which  he  had  presided 
over  their  deliberations;  and  they  colleclively  and 
individually  conveyed  to  him  in  the  resolution  the 
official  and  personal  aiawance  of  esteem  and 
regard. 

It  was  further  resolved  that  tin-  iiu'iiil«n  of  the  Board 
"not  only  rcco^jnize  but  fully  .ippm  i.ile  tbe  fnraluable 
wrvicci  of  the  attentive,  courteous  and  comptrtent  Clerk, 
Titoioas  H.  Craven,  and  that  wc  not  only  deem  it  a  pleasure, 
fed  tt  to  be  a  to  ihoi  nririidr  and  oflieielqr  noog- 
nixe  onr  obligatiom  to  nfm  for  tbe  faitnlal  and  ooMcfaitlout 
performance  of  his  important  diilit*," 

After  a  very  pleasitnt  but  briel  address  from  the 
FKsident  the  Board  adjourned  sine  die. 

1883. — Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Supemsors 
of  Albany  County  at  their  annual  meeting,  May  8, 
1883.   Members  present ; 

AI.HANV  I  IT^. 

First  W.ird,  tlcorm'  I-  Goit/;  Seimul  Wanl,  'ri)Mma>- 
Powers;  Third  Ward.  VVm.  C.m'v;  Fourth  Ward,  r  .iin  k 
Cuddy  ;  Fifth  W  ard,  I'cter  J.  McGowaii  ;  hixth  Wanl. 
Andrew  Van<liT/<-»-;  Seventh  \V ard,  Edward  Koark;  K.i^;hth 
Ward,  Mkhael J.  Hayden;  Ninth  Ward.  Daniel  J.  Murphy; 
TcMh  WiKd.  FNdoikkSlMksHDt  Elevnith  Waid,  AUrcd 
Boott;  Twdkh  Ward,  Wm.  H.  MoCUl;  TUrtcenth  Wud. 
iMqibC.  Criflfin:  Fourteenth  Ward,  RolartGeer;  TiAeCBlll 
Wara,  James  SkdUcom;  Sixteenth  Ward,  Edwla  BUIi; 
SncMeeolh  Ward.  Thomas  Keilly. 

<  rrv  OK  I  onoKs. 
First  Ward,  M.in  iis  Krnimlv;  .Stxond  Ward,  Truman 
W.  Rcynold-s;  Third  Ward.  Charles  M.  Nadcau:  Fourth 
Wacd»  jaied  H.  Hair;  Fifth  Ward,  NeO  Morris. 

TOWNS. 

Thomas  J.  Wood;  Bcthkhem,  John  L.  Winne; 
ii  Laasinc  Shear;  GuilderiaBd,  Aam  Fuller; 
Xadai,  Charlss  G.  Trfak;  Mew  Seothiid,  Hlraat  Becker; 


Rcnssclaervflle,  Hercules  Sayn; ' 
Westcrlo,  Anson  C.  Kequa. 

PrcMdcnt.  Anson  C.  Rcqua;  Clerk,  Thom.is  H.  Craven; 
Journal  Clerk,  John  J.  Duiiphy;  Ltoorkceper,  John  J.  Mc- 
Caflirey;  Coanty  Phriician,  U.  B.  La  Moure;  Counsel  to 
Ovenaer  of  Poor,  Geoive  Parr;  County  Sealer  of  Weigbta 
and  Measures,  Jacob  S.  ScrafTnrd. 

At  a  meeting  of  tbe  Board,  held  May  94,  the 
President  announced  the  Standing  Committees. 

At  the  next  nifetinu',  November  14.  tlic  balloting 
for  cor  oners  pliysicians  resulted  as  follows  : 

Dr.  J.  H.  Moore.  Dr.  F.  L.  Cfauaen,  Dr.  D.  P.  SheveHn 

.ind  Dr.  G.  11.  l!il!i>ii;>. 

The  Argus  and  Journal  were  declared  as  County 

papers. 

C  harlcs  I.  Pease  was  appointed  Committee  Cleik 

to  this  Board. 

It  \v.is  resolved  that  the  regular  sessions  <if  the 
Hoard  should  l>e  held  on  Monday,  Tuesday, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday  .it  8.15  r.  u. 

The  Clerk  prt-scniril  the  followini,'-  statement: 

Th^  H.iiirJ  ly  /.  .'//J.'..-,;.'/, /I  I'lixi  S,  in  pursuance  of 
cli,i]iti  r  312  I'f  liie  l.i«^  1.^5,1,  fixed  the  a^;^;ri'v;.il<-  v alii.i 
tioii  ol  prDoerty  in  Alluiiy  i  i.iintv  at  thf  smn  nt  57(>,.;42.^i(), 
upon  which  amount  a  State  lax  1  $-4^,458,18  nuisi  In.! 
lcvic<l  (or  the  cmretit  year,  comment  ing'  <  >ctoU-r  1.  iKSj, 
as  provided  in  said  act  and  amend  men  ts  thereto,  U\  chapter 
351,  laws  of  1874,  lieini;  T,\h>  the  dollar,  fur  the 

following  purpose^: 


School*  |,J|, 


mil 


per  chsplcr  376.  hiu--  1SS3. 


•■'T»»» 

Gencr.il  |)urpOSt*.  .lyAj  mills.  jK-r  chapter  ;7f),  l.iw^  iSS;, 
For  Canals  'isjj         pw  chapters        471,  495, 

laws  i  SS;.  .  

Total  3^  mills, 

Tbe  non-icKidcnt  lawa  credited  to  tbe  OMUily  Car  l8b 

amount  to  $273.50. 

Coroners'  Rfports. — The  Sec  I  Annual  report 
of  James  J.  McCann  gives  tlie  mmiber  id"  intjuests 
held  by  bim  during  the  years  1882-3  to  be  44. 
The  tliird  Annual  rnort  of  Richard  Scally  for 
the  same  years  shows  16  casea. 

Coroner  Thomas  Kolan  reported  12  inquests 
held  li\  him  during  the  year  1883,  from  Jannaiy 
8  to  ( li  ;ol.>er  30. 

liu  rhird  Annual  report  of  Coroner  Peter  Lasch 
shows  (bat  40  inquesta  were  hdd  by  him  during 
the  years  1882-3,  from  December  2,  1882,  to  No- 
vember 16, 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Board  lictd  November  12 
tbe  President  praented  tbe 

Rfport  or  riiF  CoMMiTrKF.  ox  Statk  Eqi-at  iza- 
iins  — There  had  been  two  tables  presented  by 
the  Stale  .\ssessors  U>  the  Slate  Boiard  of  Kqualiza- 
Uon  for  adoption,  but  neither  were  accepted.  On 
October  10  a  table  was  presented  which  w«a  fttriher 
amended,  and  the  Committee  adopted ;  it  waa  aa 
follows : 

As-scssed  valuation  of  real  estate  .f8l,te4,2l8 

Deduction  made  from  real  estate  ,   13,009,069 


Equalised  real  estate. 


.  7.*U7.5f>7 


Total  equalind  real  and  perMnat,  as  eometed.t76^442,5i6 
MaUuK  a  reducHoo,  aabettntn  die  tabfea  of 


October  4  and  of. 


•9>  2.879 
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mSTORr  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY, 


The  Clerk  presented  (he  following: 

Bond*  of  the  City  of  Albany  to  the  amount  of  $too,ocx>, 
tanri«(  iatmit  at  tke  nte  «  ■even  per  cent,  wer«  i«su«l 
far  thccoMinKtiBaar  iIm  ngh  S^ool  bufldini;.  the  prin. 
dptl  of  wliidi  ii  payable  m  ten  annaal  imialliiKiita  of 
iUkOeocMli.  Tbere  will  be  required  for  the  mid  aamial 
pafnent  f  10,000,  and  lor  intemt  oa  bonds  $1,010^  as  fol- 
lowt :  Six  mnnths'  mtcreit  on  tao,ooa,  1700.  am)  sr  BMMitho' 

IJltCTCSt  (111  $10,000,  $350. 

i'HK  CouMiTTSC  ON  AssKssMKNi'  KuLLs  presented 
the  iollowiDg  report : 

^Mmnl  rftke  Real  an  J  Person,!!  Property  AtUm' 
County  as  Atutud  in  /Si' J. 

City  of  AllKiny,  real  estate........  $60,750,120  co 


pertonal. 


Toul  $67,230,855  00 


ToliL  t*l>44^i3i  >S 


Gnnd  total  l9a^SiQ  18 

Mr.  Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Equalization 
of  Taxea^  presented  the  following  report : 
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At  a  meeting  of  the  Booid  December  7  the 

following  was  adopted : 

Resokied,  That  the  rate  of  taxation  be  fiaed  as  follows  far 
the  fbUowinir  towns  and  the  City  of  Cohoet  for  the  year 
1S83  on  each  Sioo  of  the  a«8e«ed  valuation : 

Heme,  $1.04;  K«thl«hem,  $1.36;  Coejrnianf,  (1.42;  Cuil- 
(lerUiKl,  $1.34;  Knox,  $1.44:  New  Scotland,  82  cents; 
kensselaervillc,  86  cents;  Wcstcrlo,  66  rents:  Watervliet, 
1st  district,  86  cents;  Watervliet,  2d  dislrii  t,  Wert  TtOJP 
and  llrcen  I^la^d,'  78  cents:  City  of  Cohin  *,  $1.76. 

Coi  NT^'  Treasi'rfk's  Rkw>rt.  Robert  Gallup, 
County  Treasurer  U.r  the  County  of  Albany,  stato- 
in  bis  report  that  tlie  amount  on  hand  at  last  re- 
port was  $1,050.53.  This  amount,  together  with 
all  receipts  of  the  ofliice  for  the  year  ending  No- 
vember 30,  1883,  amounts  to  $928,229.81.  The 
liislnirsenu-nts  tor  the  .same  lime  atnoiiiit  to 
Sy2S,i2y.hi,  iiulmliiit;  a  Inlance  on  hand  of 
$19,591.61. 

The  Board  adjourned  January  11,  1884,  after 
tendering  sincere  and  heardeit  tlianks  to  Pkcaident 

.■\nson  C.  Requa,  and  the  Clerk,  Thomas  H. 
Craven,  who  replied  in  very  eloquent  addresses. 

1884.— Anxiai.  Sprint.  Se.ssiok  held  at  their 
rooms  in  the  New  <  ':t\  Hall,  in  the  City of  AlbanjT, 
May  13,  1884.     Menilicr-  present: 

AI.BANV  CITV. 

Hr>t  WanI,  (Jcorvc  |.  (ioetz;  Second  Ward,  MichadJ. 
Nolan:  'I'hinl  W'.ikI.  Willi.ins  r.i>cv;  Fourth  Ward,  PatriA 
Cuddy;  Fifth  \\  .-I,  1  ■  i^'i  I.  \!c(io»an;  .SiMh  Ward, 
nioma^  (".  I.Hcr-;  S■^.llli^  W.ir.!,  M.ir>h:iII  'IVblmt!; 
Eiv;hth  Ward'.  MiVlii.l  J.  Il.iv  lr-,:  Ninth  W'ar<l.  Wni  \. 
Kc^tily;  Tenth  Ward,  Frf  k-ritk  si.i^ liman;  Eleventh  Ward, 
MiTi-i'lith  Hurkc;  Twelfth  Ward,  janu-s  |.  WLsc;  Thirteenth 
WartI,  Joseph  C.  Grittin;  Fourteenth  Wanl,  Robert  Ge«r; 
Fifteenth  Ward,  John  T.  Brady;  Sixteenth  Wanl.  Janics 
StackboiMe:  .Sevepteenth  Waid,  George  Holler. 


Fint  Ward,  Maccus  Kennedy}  Seoond  Waid,  Tr 
Reynolds:  Tbinl  Ward.  Charles  M.  NMcan;  Im 
John  P.  Weber:  FUth  Ward,  George  W.  SniOi. 

TOWNS. 

IlHne,Thoina.s  J.  Wood;  Bethlehem.  John  L.  Wfaae; 
Coyenana,  Richard  &  BiodiEett;  GuiUerland,  laroa  FUkr: 
Knox.  Charfaa  G.  PrtekTlfew  Scothml,  Charka  Wood; 
Remnclaemlle,  Jacob  B.  Norwood :  Water\  liet,  Nicholas  T. 
Kane;  Westerlo,  Anson  C.  Kcqua. 

Chairman,  An«in  C.  Keaua;  Clerk.  Thonus  H.  Craven; 

Journal  Clerk,  Fllicrt  E.  KichnuMnl :  I  K«jrkeeper,  Joseph 
ohnson:  County  I'h»ician.  Dr.  U.  B.  \a  Moore;  Conn»el 
to  I  >ver^-er  of  I'imr.  Vhom-is  F.  ConnoT;  Sedcrof  Weights 
and  Mc.i>.>!!i  -,  J.u.it.  S.  S«  raffor.l. 

A  recess  was  taken  till  the  .itiernoon,  when  a 
joint  meeting  w;is  called. 

The  oommittee  appointed  introduced  Hon.  A. 
Bleecker  Banks,  Major,  and  Anthony  Gould, 

Recorder. 

rhc  Mayor  acted  asChainuan  and  the  Recorder 
as  Secretary  of  tiie  meeting;  and  Mr.  T.  H.  Craven 

Clerk. 

Mr.  Greer  offered  a  resolution  in  which  the 
Superintendent  of  the  Penitentiary  should  be 
quested  to  fbmisb  tlie  Board  with  copies  of  all  con- 
tracts made  by  him  for  the  labor  of  jirisoners;  also 
fur  cupicii  of  coutracts  made  with  the  United  .States 
and  with  counties  in  rega^id  to  the  tenns  on  whidi 
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their  piiaonen  are  mainttfned  in  that  inititBtioii, 
etc 

It  was  aho  teaolved  tiutdieSaperintendents  and 
Inspectors  of  the  Penitentiary  be  and  are  pro- 
hibited from  rencwinfi:  existing  contracts,  or  making 
any  new  ones,  f«jr  the  nnintcn;im  e  uf  priMOeiB  of 
Other  counties  ttr  of  the  Tniteii  States. 

Working  .Mkn  s  Asskmbi  y.  This  organization, 
OM  of  the  most  important  in  the  City  of  Albany, 
oftsD  memorialued  the  Board  in  regard  to  matleirs 
toncfamg  the  interests  of  the  laboring  cUsaes^ 

always  rrs|>i'(  ;rtiI1y.     Thcy  were  alwajrs  given 

a  resjieiliul  hearing. 

Spfxiat.  Meeting. — On  August  i8  the  Board 
met  to  take  action  relative  to  the  death  of  William 
Casey,  Sni)ervisor  of  the  Third  Ward,  Qty  of 
.Mbany.  .\  committee  of  five,  consisting  of  MeWti 
Hrady,  Nolan,  Goets,  Caddy  and  Stackman,  was 
appointed  to  draft  suitable  rnolntioas. 

.Mr.  Urady  a:l(lre<scd  the  Hoard  in  touching  and 
appropriate  language,  auil  at  the  close  of  his  ail- 
dress  the  ('oiiunittce  pres  ented  their  resolution-i, 
which  were  adopted,  llie  address  and  re8olution.s 
are  in  every  respect  worthy  the  clMracler  of  Mr. 
Casey,  while  they  reflect  great  credit  upon  their 
authors  and  are  embellishments  to  the  records  of 
the  Hii.irtl  of  Superv  isors  of  tiie  (.'ounty. 

The  Ito.ird  thereiij>on  adiminied. 

Kem:i..\R  Sf.ssiov  of  the  Hoard  ol  Supervisors 
met  at  the  City  Hall,  November  12,  1884,  for  the 
M  sesHon.    AU  members  present. 

The  election  of  Coronefs*  Physidana  then  took 
place.    The  following  were  electetl: 

Dis.  S.  C.  Healey,  Frederick  L.  Cla&ien,  J.  H, 
Bflliogi^  Wbl  Hagedora. 

CoiNTV  Papkrs. — Tlie  ballot  f.r  the  Cmnty 
|)apers  lor  the  ensuing  year  resulted  in  the  election 
of  the  Argut  and  Evpress. 

On  motion  the  salary  of  the  Coroners'  Pb}'sidans 
was  fixed  at  |6oo  per  annum,  dieir  term  o(  office 
to  begin  November  ao^  1884. 

AxNt  Ai.  RrpoRT  or  Tm  Coaomas. — The  an- 
nual account  of  Michael  H.  Murray  shows  sp  in- 
(juesLs  held  by  him  during  1S84:  James  C.  Mc- 
Cann  shows  28  inquesUs;  Richard  Scully,  17; 
Thomas  Nolan,  9;  Peter  Laacb,  a;  total,  85. 

An  Cnconstiiutional  IaKO  rr/athr  to  Graml Jurors. 
— By  chapter  53a  of  the  laws  of  1881.  an  impor- 
tant innovation  was  made  rebidve  to  the  aelection 

ofCrnnd  Jurors  in  Albany  and  (Hie      two  Other 

cities  ill  die  State.    It  provided  : 

That  the  duties  aMigned  the  Superviaor,  Town  Cktk  or 
Assemn  bjr  th«  Reviiied  Statutes  In  rmvd  to  Grand 
Jiuan  ihuuld  be  performed  by  the  Kccarder  of  the  City  of 
Altnny.  It  provided  that  in  vMUiny  County  Grand  Jurors 
ihoutd,  after  the  pa*saj;e  of  th.it  act,  be  or.-»wn  fnjm  the 
box  c^tait>iiig  the  ii.mie'i  i>f  I'ftit  Juntrn  selected  for  s;iid 
County,  iti  the  Siime  m.iiiiier  as  I'etit  Jumrs,  and  that  there- 
after no  !*-p.irate  H»t  of  Cirand  Juri>r«  should  Ix' prepared 
for  5. lid  (  ountv.  I  inlt  r  ih;-  \  (ir.unl  Jciv  drawn 
wliri  ti  fiiiiM  rii-il  f.  11  the  May  Term  oi  ihe  Alljaiiy  '  lyir  and 
'1\  riiiitH  r  lor  1S.S2.  at  which  Term,  and  liy  «ai<l  ('■rand  Jury, 
unejaiucs  l>:mpaey,  and  twu  utlwr*,  were  iiulicted  fur — 


Ob  that  trial  they  wen-  tonvittcd,  and  the  verdict  w  a-  ap- 
pealed from  to  tlic  (General  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
where  the  connction  was  aAirmed.  From  the  iudnMOtof 
the  Supreoie  Court  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  Coort  of 
Apptau,  where  die  judginait  of  enarfctioa  was  set  asUe 
00  tncral  points  nundby  the  couhmI  far  the  primer*, 
fautchicfty  qn  tha gnwid  that  the  Act  of  18S1.  to  which  we 
relWicd,  watunconstitutiona],  in  that  the  bill  rrsulttn;;  in 
the  act  was  n  private  or  local  bill  and  against  the  p^o^i~'.i  'll^ 
<jf  Article  j,  Soe.  18,  of  the  Catutitatian  as  amendcfl  No 
vemfacr^,  1874,  whidi  provides  that  the  LccUabue 
not  pHB  a  pmste  or  load  Un  in  snyof  theialknriDge 


S<r!<xiing,  Drawing,  Summi>mMg  or  tmfamtHmg  GnmdMr 
PflU  Jurors.— \t<  thit  pmvision  is  qualiSed  bf  Sedion 
of  the  same  article,  which  provides  : 

"  SectSons  17  and  iS  of  this  .Vrticlc  shall  not  apply  to  any 
bill  or  the  .imcndmcnts  to  any  bill  which  shall  ix>  rcportetl 
to  tlic  l^islaturc  by  Commissioners  who  have  !»rn  ap- 
pointed purMiant  to  law  to  re\ivf  the  Statutes  ;  that  the 
Statutes  show  tliat  there  had  Ik-cii  h  i  ^nch  otfkcrs  as  '  Com- 
missioncrs  who  had  been  apjiointed  pursuant  to  law  to  rc- 
vi>e  the  Slalules '  sulwijnent  to  May  I,  1X78,  .iml,  there- 
fore, -aid  cli apter  552  < miM  not  have  Uvn  re(xirted  as  pro- 
\         lor  in  siiil  s-Ttiiin  25  ;" 

The  eouii-i!  tor  th<-  defendants,  >fr.  K.  J.  Mcev;an, 
brought  all  the  AlIs  i.t  I 187^,  1S74.  1876  "and  1877  in 
regard  to  the  amendment  of  the  Code  and  of  the  variou* 
constitutional  amcnilments  touching  the  Political  Code,  the 
Penal  Code,  Ihe  Cude  of  Civil  Frooediue  and  Ihe  Civil  Code 
into  coMidaiatinft  Maimt  the  caasHiminiMMly  of  the  Act  off 
1881,  to  wUdi  we  lave  dladed,  and,  as  we  have  ssid,  dw 
Act  in  regard  to  the  drawing  of  Grand  Juran  fa  theCoui^ 
of  Albany  was  declared  unconstitutional.  It  thcicfaw  be> 
came  the  duly  of  the  Supervisors  of  Altiany  County  for  1884 
to  select  Gnuul  Jurors  for  the  then  ensuing  year,  under  the 
general  law,  which  rctpiires  that  the  Board  shall  prepare  a 
Hit  of  300  men  between  the  ai;es  of  twenty-one  and  sixty, 
owt>crs  ot  real  estate  either  in  their  own  name"  or  in  that  of 
Ibcir  wi\e>.  or  av>es>ed  on  ]).  i-.,inal  property  lor  at  least 
the  ^um  ot  sj^n,  ei  i  nili.dntant.s  of  the  town  or  ward  in 
which  they  s^L-rc  >eli.  l'ciI. 

The  import, iiice  i-t  tlir  f  ire>;;oin^;  to  this  work,  and  to  the 
general  riadcr.  will  lie  apj  rcciateil .  We  have  prei^entcd 
the  subject  at  some  lcn);th.  iiccan^e  it  is  not  only  one  of  the 
most  interesting  but  important  matters  lOMBd fa  tte  hMHy 
of  Sup».Tvi%or5  of  Albany  ("oiinty. 

ClTJ/FNs  AvsiH  l.M  niN  OK  Al  HAN\.      Wc  ll.iVC  OCCU- 

sion.tU)  alliiileJ  to  tins  hsuhlv  important  orj,Miiiza- 
tion.  it  is  proper  to  add  that  it  has  been  engaged  for 
some  .ve.\rs,  with  the  assistance  of  counsel,  in  the 
examination  of  County  charges,  and  the  l^;al 
grounds  and  authority  for  the  saine. 

The  citi/cns  c«:>mprising  this  association  have 
alwa>'s  been  of  the  highest  standiog.  A  careful  ex- 
amination of  their  work  in  regard  to  bQla,  c;<(>ccially 
their  u  i  .rk  f  ir  18S4.  convinces  us^  as  it  would  all 
who  examine  it,  of  the  great  value  and  usefulness 
to  the  County  of  this  a>M<i  iatinn.  and  the  conscien- 
tious manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duty. 
The  Executive  Committee  of  it  for  1.S84  were  Mai^ 
cusT.  Ilun,  C.  P.  Williams  an.l  M.ithew  Hale. 

iMCKiasKu  Valuation  of  RaALKsiATi. — The 
Committee  ap{K)inted  to  appear  before  the  Slate 

Board  c>f  Etjualization  in  lichalf  of  the  interests  of 
Albany  C'ount^'  reported  that  the  tntal  increased 
assessed  valuation  of  real  estate  of  the  State  for  the 
year  1S83  was  iiii,9S4,77ii  of  which  Albany's 
})ortion  would  be  $3,000,146.   This,  assuming 

the  equalization  of  1883  correct,  woold  have  made 
the  equalisation  of  1 884  as  follows : 
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EqmBution  of  real  estate  for  1883  ♦68,i;it';.i  O 

Tawkkb  iidd  above  increase   3.«»  -4^' 

_  $7«.S95.395 
EqaUndM  wide  far  Stele  Boud,  18(4.  7i,*JiM9 

R«diictk»  oo  cqmUMlioo  for  1884   »3«t«749 

lUbking  tlic  fullrnung  statement  of  Aniuijr 
County  lor  the  )e;ir  1884  : 

Eqoalucd  valuation  of  real  estate  $7''^'y"V> 

To  wUdi add  penonal property   7  55^  t"^' 

While  the  lor^oitii?  si.itciuciu  i--.  to  >."inc  ex- 
tent, gratifying,  yet  it  does  not  measure  out  to  Al- 
bany County  that  degree  of  justice  to  which  it  is 
entitled. 

Ambshemt  or  Propkkty,  1884.— At  a  meeting 
of  the  Board,  December  x,  Mr.  Brady,  Chairman 

(•r  the  Committee  of  Assessments,  presented  a  state- 
ment of  the  real  and  personal  property  in  the 
Covnty  of  Albany,  as  assessed  in  1884 : 

City flf  Albany,  reul   j.i«>  ,1/11,41".;  00 

"         "        personal   0,iV).4l7  00 

Total   $67,300,882  00 

City  of  Cohoe*,  real   >3,S8o, J05  00 

••        »      pcfBOual   394,isooo 

Toirf   ii3.9y»ys  <» 

Toimt,  ml  f«,m,sSO  2g 

penornl   i.S5^SS3  94 

TnUd  t»i^i^2i 

Grand  total  194.743^11  33 

Y-uvALUKD  Valuation. — Oo  December  4,  Mr. 
Fuller,  from  the  Committee  on  Eqoaliiation  of 
Taxes,  presented  a  statement   exbibitiog  the 
e(|ualizcd  valuation  of  the  Coonty  of  Albany  for 

the  year  1884: 

Oity  oi  Albany,  real  estate  >5i>''93<99o 

pcnonal  6i33M<7 

Total   »S8>333.407 

Qohoo^  ml  estate  810^177 

*•      penooal   394iiso 

Told  810^4741*97 

Tbisamoant,  widi die  real  uixl  |icrsnn:il  property 
of  the  towns,  whidi  compiised  the  value  of  301,- 
328^  acres,  amounted  to: 

TotalYeal  estate  $86,450,930  29 

"    pcrmnal   8,292,01^  <>4 

Grand  loUl   $<>4, 743,011  23 

Albert  Gallup^  County  Treasurer,  presented  the 
following  communication  to  the  President  of  the 

Jk..ir,l : 

•'  The  (ollowing  balances  arc  due  tiic  County  of 
Albany,  Dec.  4.  iS'S4,  as  shown  by  the  books  in 
ilie  Treasurer's  office :" 


City  of  Albany   ^82,593  12 

Cohocs   5,102  65 

Town  of  Bsrae   4.237  '3 


COOMMOS.., 

Onudeiiand. 


Knox 

New  Scotland 


389  S3 
1,055  «♦ 

an  47 

.311? 


It 


l  owii  i>r  \\  aicrvlii  t  11  1-  ;i  (  rnlit  lalancc. 


ig»,oA7  57 
260  14 


living  amount  due  county  f97t77^  43 

Rati  or  TAXATunr  o»  Cm  or  Albamt. — ^The 

rale  fit  taxation  for  the  City  of  Albany  wa'^  fixed  as 
follows  upon  each  $100  of  the  assessed  valuation 
for  City  and  Coun^  parpoees: 

Citjr  of  Albany,  for  that  portiaa  added te  fhedty  fa 
1870^  81.03;  poftioBwtatof  AOen  itewt,  8i>04;  nniiMlii 
of  d^,  88.04;  oocparaliaaeiAiApoy  Stale  tax  to  Cob]>- 
"■  r.St.TSy. 


'Die  rate  of  taxation  fixed  for  the  town  of  Water- 
vliet  for  1884  on  each  $100  of  assessed  valuadon: 

Watenrlict,  Fiist  District,  72c.;  Watenrlict,  Second 
Dlatiid^  West  Troy,  Green  Mnnd,  75c. 

TRKASIKERS  RKPORT. 

The  Trc.iMirer's  n-jxirt  iif  the  t  i.iunty  for  the 
yc.ir  cndiiv.;  Nov.  2i>,  18.S4,  »huws  the  rc- 

cctpt«  in  hui  otficc  tu  hukvc  been   1903,149  3S 

  9>3**49  3fi 


OB  hand   8i8b597  86 

Hi'RiAL  AXD  HKAOsroms  roR  Sotoms. — On 
January  11,  1884,  the  Board  adopted  a  resolution 
requiring  the  CI<  rk  1  j  kr<;(i  an  .acuiu  of  the 
amount  paid  for  the  Imnal  aii<l  for  headstones  fur 
deceased  soIdicn<  1^1  the  late  war,  under  section  4, 
chapter  354.  laws  of  1884.  In  pursuance  of  said 
resolution  and  said  hiw,  the  Treasurer  presented  a 

ver)' interostinu' am!  extended  report  showing  the 
number  ol  s. ihliers  wiio  had  ilie<I  in  the  County  of 
.\lbany  during  the  year  1SS4,  the  name  t>f  e.ich 
soldier,  the  compaojr  and  regiment  to  which  he 
belonged,  his  age,  time  and  place  of  death,  the 
amount  of  expenses  paid  for  burial  and  to  whom 
paid.  The  report  shows  the  number  of  soldiers 
wli.i  (iioil  in  the  Coiitiiv  during  the  vcar  to  be  46. 
The  burial  expenses  o/each  soldier  was  I35.  The 
total  amount  paid  for  these  burials  dming  the 
year  was  f  1,60a 


fRESFRVATIOS  Or  PUBLIC  RFroRDS  AXD  BOOKS. 

On  Dec.  17,  1884,  Wm.  D.  Strevell,  Qcrk  of 
the  County,  presented  an  interesting  communica- 
tion to  the  Board,  stating  that  a  quantity  of  valua- 
ble record  books  removed  from  the  City  Hall  at 

the  •iine  of  ilie  fire  weie  Scattered  over  the  flo«>r  in 
a  cunlused  (.>  >ndition  in  one  nf  the  rooms  in  the 
tower  of  the  new  City  Hall,  where  they  had  been 
placed  alter  its  completion.  I  be  communication 
also  showed  that  further  neglect  would  he  highly 
injurious  to  them;  that  Mes«rs.  Wheeler  K.  Melius 

I  and  Daniel  Casey,  long  fl^miliar  with  the  records 
of  th'-  '  ■i>uiit\  Clerk's  otlKc,  had  'itliTed  tu  arrange 

i  the  papers,  records  and  books  for  the  sum  vf  |i,oooj 
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and  it  was  strongly  recommended  that  the  aam  -be 
appropriated  for  that  puipoae. 
The  Cidxeni'  Anocfation  having'  examined  the 

record!  referred  to  in  the  ri  >inmiinic;Uion,  Hon.  J. 
fifoward  King,  Presiiient  of  ihe  Assi  iciation, 
indorsed  the  said  communication,  wlicreiipon  it 
was  adopted  by  the  ijoard  by  a  vote  of  24  ayes  to 
I  no. 

It  is  gtatifying  to  state  that  at  this  writing, 
March  11,  1885,  the  work  referred  to  in  this  com- 
munication, impurtint  and  difficult  as  it  was,  has 
been  completed  in  a  most  satisfactory  manner,  and 
the  books,  papers  and  records  are  easily  aocCH^e 
to  all  parties  desiring  to  examine  them. 

The  iMtptooeedingsofthe  Board  which  we  have 


been  able  to  obtain  were  under  date  of  Dec  xZ^ 
1884,  which  includes  the  above. 
Thus  we  oonclade  oar  histonr  of  the  Board  of 

Super,  isors  of  the  County  df  Albany,  embracing  n 
period  of  over  a  century  and  a  half.  Notwith- 
standing the  difficulties  we  have  encountereil  in 
obtaining  a  regular  line  of  records  by  lapse  of 
time,  and  the  destniction  of  some  by  fire,  we  Awl 
it  is  not  affectation  to  say  that  through  the  courte- 
ous aid  of  the  custodian  of  papicrs  and  documents, 
and  of  the  generosity  of  jiri\  atL  citizens  and  former 
olhcials  who  have  valuable  documents,  we  liave 
been  able  to  present  a  hlstoiy  which  must  be  of 
much  value  and  interest  to  the  people  of  the 
Coan^. 


THE  BENCH  AND  BAR, 

on 

LEGAL  HISTORY  OF  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


ALBANY  has  long  been  the  seat  of  the  law-mak- 
ing power  of  the  Slate ;  here  the  great  courte 

of  dernier  rcs^ort  have  hold  their  sittings  since  the 
adoption  uf  lUc  llrst  constitution.  Here,  too,  the 
Supreme  Conrt  of  the  Sutc,  presided  over  oy  the 
ablest  jorisls  in  the  nation,  has  held  its  regular  terms, 
from  1777  down  to  1885.  Here,  also,  fornearly  two 
centuries,  other  important  courts  have  pronounced 
the  laws. 

Among  the  judges  and  lawyers  w  ho  have  con- 
ducted these  courts  "  there  have  been  many  diver- 
sities of  talents  and  abilities.  There  have  been 
those  of  the  Bar  who  were  listened  to  wholly  for 
their  intellectual  qualities,  for  the  wit  or  the  wis- 
dom, the  learning  or  the  philosojdiy,  which  charac- 
terised their  effixts.   There  have  been  those  whose 

main  attraction  wn^  a  curious  felicity  and  facility  ol 
illustration  and  description,  adorned  by  the  richest 
gems  which  conld  be  gathered  by  historical  re- 
search or  cliissic  study.  There  have  been  those  to 
whom  the  charms  of  manner,  the  graces  of  elocu- 
tion and  the  melody  of  voice  were  the  aU-suificient 
recommendaUon  to  applause;  There  have  been 
those  who  owed  their  success  more  to  opportunity 
and  occasion,  to  some  stirring  theme  or  some  ex- 
cidng  emeigency,  than  to  any  pecnliar  attributes 
of  their  own.  And  we  may  say  that  there  have 
been  those  who  combined  in  a  large  degree  all  of 
these  qualities." 


In  writing  the  hisloiy  of  tfie  Bench  and  Bar  of 
Albany  County  one  feels  aslhoafh  he  was  writing 

the  Bench  and  Bar  of  the  Slate  itself,  such  is  the 
commanding  influence  they  have  had  and  still  have 
in  legal  history.  In  entering  on  oar  duty  we  shall 
begin  witli  the  fint  oiganisation  of  coorta  of  justice 
in  the  county. 

EARLY  COURTS. 

Courts  of  justice  were  organized  in  the  colony 
of  New  York  by  the  English,  under  the  authority 
of  the  co<fe  known  as  the  *'  Dakelt  Laws."  The 
principal  courts  were,  atlist^  the  Court  of  Sessions 
and  Town  Courts,  but  verj'soon  after authoriiv  was 
given  for  the  organization  of  Courts  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer.  The  Dutch  Court  of  Buigomasters  and 
Schepens  was  chanijed  to  Mayor's  Court. 

The  above  comprised  what  may  be  called  the 
first  judicial  s}-stem,  whidi  eiisted  from  1665  to 
1683;  we  do  not  find  the  record  of  any  Court  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer,  or  of  Court  of  Sessions,  or  of 
Town  Courts,  that  were,  held  in  the  County  of 
Albany  during  this  period. 

The  second  judicial  sj-stem  existed  from  1683  to 
1691.  The  Town  or  Justices'  Courts,  Court  of 
Sessions  and  ol  Oyer  and  Terminer  were  continued, 
and  a  Court  of  Chancery  established. 

The  third  judicial  sptem  was  inaugurated  in 
1691,  and  continued  during  the  colonial  period. 
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It  pmoves  the  courts  prevknulf  otablidied,  and 
addeii  for  ibe  first  time  a  COVST  (NT  CMOKni  PutAS 
and  a  bicKtME  Colrt. 

The  Cbint  of  Ofer  and  Tenniner  was  nade  a 
criminal  side  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  it  is  now  of 
the  present  Supreme  or  Circuit  Court.  We  find  no 
leoord  of  die  proceediogs  of  any  of  tfiose  ootirtt 
of  the  County  of  Albany  during  this  period  of  any 
iwportance,  exceptint^  the  Court  of  Common 
Fleas,  and  some  proceedings  of  a  Court  of  Sessions 
dMt  aeema  to  have  eiiaied.  Then  was,  daring, 
this  period,  a  Mayor's  Court  in  the  City  of  Allinny 
having  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction,  composed  of 
die  Mayor  aad  Aldermen. 

In  1683  an  act  was  7>assed  "to  settle  COUtS  of 
justice,"  which  directed  a  Court  of  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner to  be  held  in  the  respective  counties  of  the 
prorinoe,  composed  of  one  jodgci,  asnsted  by  fear 
justices  of  the  peace  of  cac!i  county. 

In  the  City  of  New  York  and  the  City  of 
Albany,  the  Mayor,  Recorder  and  four  Alder- 
men were  associated  irith  the  judge.  This 
court  had  jurisdiction  over  all  capital  criminal 
causes,  trials  at  common  law.  It  bad  appellate 
jurisdiction  of  five  pounds  or  npward ;  the  au- 
thority for  hiilclini;  the  court  was  i]eri\eil  from  the 
Provincial  Governor ;  the  court  was  abolished  May 
6,  1691.  Thoo^  tibia  court  hdd  in  aittiiigs  regu- 
larly at  Albany,  no  reoord  of  any  impoctanoe  can 
be  found  of  tlicm. 

Coi'KT  OK  Sessions.— In  i6i>3  an  act  was  passed 
directing  that  a  Coort  of  Sessions  be  hdd,  by  three 
justices  of  the  peace,  in  each  of  the  twelve  counties 
of  the  province,  as  follows:  In  New  York  four  times, 
in  Albany  three  times,  and  fat  the  remainder  of  die 
counties  twice  in  each  year.  In  the  City  of  New 
York  this  court  was  held  by  the  Mayor  and  four 
Aldermen.  In  the  City  of  Albany  it  was  held  by 
the  Mayor  and  the  Justices  of  the  BmceL  It  deter- 
mined a!I  causes,  civil  and  criminal,  by  a  [urv:  but 
actions  exceeding  five  pounds  could  be  removed, 
upon  application,  to  tlie  Court  of  Ofer  and  Tenni- 
ner. Its  oflken  were  a  manbal,  a  crier  and  a 
clerk. 

We  find  a  record  of  a  Court  of  Sessions  held  at 
Albany  in  tyiy,  as  fidlows : 

"At  a  Court  of  .Sessions,  held  in  the  City 
Hall  of  Albany,  this  4th  day  of  Janoaiy, 
171 7. 

Fkesent-— Roar.  LmHasnm,  Jr.,Esq.,iif^|ur." 

Here  iUIoir  the  names  oi  eight  Justices  of  the 
Pence  who  were  aaociated  with  tlie  Mayor  in 
holding  the  Court. 


"The Court  opened  and  the  Grand  Jury  called. 

who  were  sworn." 

There  were  fiAeen  Grand  Jurors  present,  and 
Richard  Batchner  was  made  foreman. 

"The  drand  Jury  being  sworn  and  charge 
given,  the  Court  adjourned  until  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon. 

"  Tlie  Court  opened  according  to  adjournment 
The  Sheriff  moves  that  Ruben  Veghts,  who  was 
summoned  for  a  Grand  Jaiyman,  may  be  amerced 
for  not  appearing,  who  is  herdqr  aneiced  aoooid> 
ingly. 

"The  Court  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning.". 

The  record  shows  that  the  Court  met  according 
to  adjournment  the  next  morning. 

"The  Sheriff  moves  that  Daniel  Kitchner,  who 
was  a  oonsuble  of  Half  Moon  &  Schatkook,  may 
be  amerced  13/18  for  not  q^waring  and  attending 
this  Court,  which  was  sranted  accordingly." 

llie  Court  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

It  appeals  that  no  business  was  transacted  at 
this  Court  except  opening  it,  calling,  charging  and 
swearing  the  Grand  Jury,  and  amercing  one  juror 
and  a  conalable  for  non-attendance. 

The  next  Court  was  held  on  the  first  day  of 
October,  171 7.  but  no  particular  business  was 
transacted  except  c>rL,Miii/.itig  tlie  (Irand  Jury. 

*' At  a  Court  of  Sessions,  held  in  the  City 
HaU  of  Albany.  di>s  4di  day  of  October, 

17*21. 

"  Present— MYMnsRT  Schi/tlsb,  Esq.,  Moftr^ 

and  twelve  Justices. 
"Conradt  Boighgaert  and  Elias  Van  Schaidt, 

being  called  to  appear  to  answer  to  the  indictment 
brought  against  them  by  the  Grand  JuQ'  for  steal- 
ing potatoes,  they  both  appear.  Tlie  indict- 
mcnt  was  read  to  them  and  asked  whether  they 
were  guilty  or  not  guilty.  They  plead  not  guilty. 
The  Petit  Jury  was  called  and  sworn.  Four  wit- 
nesses were  swam.  The  Jury  went  out  and  a 
constable  was  sworn  to  kce[>  them.  The  jury'  re- 
turn and  find  Conradt  liorgbgaert  and  Hlias  Van 
Schaick  notguil^. 

swoinjut  juooMurr. 
"  Mr.  Collins,  .\u  >mey  for  the  King^  moves  that 
they  Ih.'  dischaiged,  paying  costs  of  suit;  the  Court 
give  judgment  for  costs  accordingly." 

The  C<  >!'  •ni.il  ( '<  niru  had  a  singular  way  of  con- 
ducting liusine-s.  1  Icre  were  two  persons  indicted 
for  stealing,  wl>o  plcatl  not  guilty  ;  were  brought 
to  trial  before  a  jury,  who  pronounced  them  not 
guilty  ;  whereupon  the  Attorney  for  his  M.qjesty 
the  King  of  England  moves  that  they  be  dis- 
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dunced.  paying  the  coMs  of  their  trial,  and  die 
Coart  directed  a  judgment  to  be  entered  against 
tlieni  (or  the  costs  accordingly,  althuugb  found  in- 
nocent of  any  crine.  The  qaestioo  oocnn  to  us, 
what  would  have  been  their  fiite  had  thqr  been 
found  Ruilty  ? 

We  find  the  following  entry  in  the  feoordi 
of  die  Court  of  SeMOD%  hdd  on  die  6th  day  of 
Jan^  17SS  : 

••The  Granti  jury  sent  in  a  presentment  against 
Jacob  Vosburgh,  Esq.,  for  giving  a  judgment 
which  was  not  in  his  power,  concemiiiK  a  cow,  the 

goods  of  Jolin  Bernhard. 

"  Entered,  that  I'eter  Van  Buren,  i'^.,  acquaint 
Jacob  Voebargh,  Etq^  of  the  pfesentmeot  brought 
af^;iinst  him,  concerning  the  judgment,  that  he  had 
no  business  to  give>  that  he  may  appear  at  next 
Cooit  ofSewioM  to  make  answer  to  ye  same." 

The  followfalg  9tbpaBBm  was  iasued  in  the  case  ofa 
negro  woman,  named  Nan,  arrested  for  wiilfuHy  set- 
ting on  fire  and  burning  the  stable  of  Jobanis  Wen- 
dell, of  the  aty  of  Albany : 

"City  and  County  of  Albany,  ss. : 

"  Gbokgk,  By  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  , 
Fiance  and  Ireland,  King,  Defender  of  the  Faith, 
Ac 

"To  FJiza  T^iiisingand  Hendric  Ten  Fyck.  We 
command  you  and  every  of  you  that,  all  and  sin- 
gular, yonr  business  set  aside,  and  g|l  excuses  ceas- 
ing, you  and  every  of  you,  in  your  proper  persons, 
l>e  and  appear  before  our  Court  of  Sessions  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Albany,  in  the  City  Hall 
thttdn,  on  the  third  day  of  this  instant  July,  at  one 
o'cltxk  in  the  ;irioriiiH  in  of  tlint  ,  tn  testify  all 
and  singular,  tlio^  things  which  you  or  any  of  you 
of  your  knowledge  or  notice  may  know  in  a  certain 
cause  now  dependingbefore  the  said  Court,  and  on 
behalf  of  his  Majesty,  by  bill  or  information,  against 
a  negro  woman,  of  Abraham  Kip,  of  the  city,  called 
'  N'an, '  on  suspicion  of  burning  the  stable  of 
Jolianis  Wt-ndell,  of  the  said  city.  And  of  tliisyou 
and  every  one  of  you  luu^t  by  no  means  omit,  un- 
der penalty  of /"loa 

"Dated,  in  Alljany,  the  second  day  of  July,  in  the 
eighth  year  of  his  Majesty's  reign,  A.  D.  173;!. 

"Tmuf  LiviMonoK." 

SIVBtB  nmnHMBHT. 

Tlie  neirro  womnn  Nan  \mis  brought  to  trial 
at  the  time  mentioned  in  the  said  subpoena,  and 
was  convicted  of  burning  the  building  therein 
named,  whereupon  the  following  sentence  was  pro- 
nounced : 


"Ithavhigbeen  adjudged  diat  die  said  ntgro 

woman,  called  'Nan,'  is  guilty  of  the  crimn 
charged  against  her  ;  she  shall,  therefore,  within  the 
space  of  ten  days,  l>c  whipped  behind  a  cart,  on 
the  naked  back,  twenty  lashes,  round  this  city,  at 
the  places  following  :  Before  the  City  Hall  ;  at  the 
comer  of  the  bouse  of  Jolis.  Teller  ;  at  the  corner 
of  the  house  of  Jacob  Yetts,  Jun. ;  at  die  comer 
of  the  house  of  Jobs.  Ten  Broek;  befwe  the  gate 
of  John  Wendell,  and  before  the  gate  of  Anthony 
Van  Schaack,  double  the  lashes  ;  then  at  the  cor- 
ner of  the  house  of  Stephanis  Gro<  -beck  ;  at  the  cor- 
ner i  if  tla-  house  of  Jan  Jans  liU.vker ;  at  the 
comer  of  the  house  of  Jobs.  Bleekcr,  Juu. ;  at  tiie 
comer  of  die  house  of  Philip  livnigBton ;  at  die 
corner  of  the  house  of  John  Manse  ;  at  the  corner 
of  tite  house  of  the  widow  of  John  Dircks ;  at  the 
comer  of  the  house  of  Jacob  Lansing ;  at  die  cor- 
ner of  die  house  of  Jobs.  Dangler ;  at  the  comer  of  * 
the  house  of  Anna  Mary  Carnisie;  at  the  Great 
Bridge,  and  tl»en  at  the  City  Hall,  five  lashes  ;  after 
that  to  be  imprisoned  for  the  space  of  one  year, 
unless  her  master  will  enter  into  bond  ;ind  suffi- 
cient security  tt)  export  her  out  of  this  province, 
anil  )>ay  tlie  charge  of  her  imprisonment 

•'Copy<rf  tliis  judgment  given  to  a  ocmstable  to 
be  executed." 

REFrSAL  TO  DRINK  THK  ROYAL  KAXIII.V's  HEALTH. 

At  a  Court  of  Sessions  held  in  the  City  of  Albany, 
at  the  City  Hall,  on  die4di  day  of  August,  lyss, 
the  Grand  Jury  sent  up  the  following  presentment : 

"The  jurors  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King^ 
impaneled  and  swora  to  enquire  ibr  die  body  of 
the  City  and  County  of  Albany,  on  their  oath  p«e> 
sent  Philip  Vcrplanck,  of  the  City  of  Albany,  sur- 
veyor, for  tliat  be,  the  said  Vcrplanck,  on  the  28th 
day  of  May  last,  without  the  prtcs  of  the  said  dty, 
at  a  bonfire,  did  make  disturbance,  and  hindered 
Myndert  Schuyler,  Esq.,  one  of  his  Majesty's 
Justices  of  the  Peace  of  the  said  dxy  and  coantjr, 
in  drinkingdiebealdiof  the  Royal  TwaSjat  die 
said  bonfire. 

"(Signed)      Johs.  MiimiAiL,  Foreman.  " 

The  IbUowing  entry  was  made,  at  a  subsequent 
day  of  said  tenon,  and  the  case  was  thns  disposed 

of: 

•'  Philip  Vcrplanck,  of  this  city,  who  was  bound 
over  to  appear  ai  this  Court  by  noogidniioe,  being 
called  and  appeared ;  ordered  that  he  be  discfaaiged 
on  paying  the  fees." 

There  are  some  records  of  the  Colonial  Court  of 
Sessions  missing  after  the  term  of  the  Court  held 
Jannaiy  8,  17J3  ;  but  it  continued  to  bold  its  i«g- 
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ular  sessions  down  to  1775,  wlu  n  it  was  discon- 
tinued by  the  opening  scenes  of  tin'  Rcvoliuioii. 

The  Mayor  s  Coirt  of  Albany,  to  which  we 
km  referred,  was  a  very  imporltnt  tribunal;  thete 
eziatt  a  pretty  lull  record  of  its  proceedings  in 
Albany,  entitled,  "  Minuh  s  0/ Ih,-  M.n  or's  Court  0/  \ 
Albany."  Many  persons  are  inclined  to  the  opinion,  | 
from  tome  of  the  entries  in  theae  lecorda,  tint  it 
had  the  jurisdiction  and  was  a  court  of  sci-sioiis;  I 
IPS  find  no  other  record  of  a  court  of  sessions  of 
dwt  period. 

In  i636  Albcny  was  incorporated  as  a  city,  and 
provisions  were  made  for  holdinL':  ;i  Mavur's  Court 
three  times  a  year.  '1  he  Mayor,  Recorder  and  lour 
Aldemen  were  ueodated  with  tlie  jndge  in  holding 

the  Courts  of  Oyer  anil  TerminiT.     We  shall  ,i;ive 
some  of  the  |>rot  eeiiings  of  this  court  hereafter. 

I'liE  StPRF-ME  Court  was  originally  established 
in  tiiis  State  by  Act  of  the  Ccdonial  Ligiahtare, 
May  6,  1691,  and  continued  by  limitadon  to  1698; 
after  this  it  was  continued  by  proclamation,  and 
finally  by  ordinance  of  the  Governor-General  and 
Conncil,  dated  Hay  15, 1699. 

It  was  empowered  to  try  all  r\se'<.  civil  nr  crimi- 
nal, with  jurisdiction  and  procedure  like  the  Eng- 
liifa  conrts  of  King's  Bendi,  Common  Pleas  and 
Exchequer,  and  was  possessed  of  all  the  powers  of 
those  courts ;  but  it  had  no  eqtiiQr  side.  By  a  sub- 
sequent act  of  die  General  Assembly  the  judges 
were  tnade  Judges  of  Nisi  I'rius,  and  annually 
performed  a  circuit  througli  the  counties  of  the 
State,  at  which  time  they  had  a  commission  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer  and  General  Jail  Delivery,  in 
which  some  of  the  county  judges  were  joined. 

K^ular  terms  of  Xisi  Prms,  or  Trial  Courts, 
were  held  at  Albany  after  Ae  act  of  tfie  Assembly 
we  have  referreti  to.  This  was  the  Colonial 
Sii]<reme  Court,  witli  a  Nisi  Prius  branch  now 
known  a:>  tlic  Circuits. 

We  have  briefly  described  the  Courts  daring  the 
Colonial  period.  Among  these  Courts,  the  Court  ' 
of  Common  Fleas  was  one  of  the  most  imporunt. 
It  was  established  in  New  York  and  Albany  by  the 
Charter  of  1686;  by  the  Act  of  1691,  a  Cwnt  of 
Common  Pleas  was  cstiiblished  in  each  cnimty  in 
the  .State ;  at  first  it  was  composed  of  one  judge  1 
and  three  Justice^  bvt  in  170s  it  was  ordered  Aat 

the  judge  he  assisted  by  two  1  ir  more  justices  in  ' 
holding  the  courts,  all  of  whom  were  ap]M  >intcd  by 
the  Governor,  and  held  office  during  his  pleasure. 
It  had  cognizance  of  all  actions,  real,  personal 
and  mixed,  where  the  amount  sued  for  exceeded 
five  pounds.    Its  practice  assimilated  to  the  King's 


Bench  and  CV>mmon  Pleas  at  Westminster.  Its 
errors  were  corrected  in  the  first  instance  by  Writs 
of  Error  into  the  Supreme  CourL  Appeals  were 
allowed  to  die  Supreme  Court  for  any  judgment 
where  the  amount  involved  exceeded  twenty  pounds. 
I'he  clerks  were  appointed  by  the  Provincial  (jov- 
emor— eicept  die  derk  at  Albany,  wito,  in  some 
instances,  was  appointe<l  by  the  King. 

The  Mayor,  Recorder  anti  Aldermen  of  ihc  City 
of  Albany,  or  any  three  of  them,  were,  in  1686, 
ex-ofida  members  of  the  Court  of  Common  Fleas, 
acting  when  no  judge  was  present.  On  M  ty  2-, 
1 69 1,  Peter  Schuyler  was  appointed  the  Presiding 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Coaunon  Fleas  of  Albany; 
May  27, 170a,  he  was  succeeded  by  Jolm  Alieel, 

who  served  imtil  October  14,  1702,  wlR-n  Peter 
.S.huyler  was  reappointed.  Judge  Schuyler  pre- 
sided fi>r  die  long  term  of  fifteen  yeaf%  when,  00 
December  23.  171 7,  he  was  succeeded  by  Killian 
Rensselaer,  who  presided  till  1736,  when  Rutger 
Bleecker  succeeded  him.  Judge  Bleecker  pro* 
nouBcedthe  laws  from  tfM  bench  of  Common  Pleas 
till  1733,  when  he  wa.s  succcdcd  by  Ryer  C.erritsc, 
who,  on  November  26,  1749,  was  succeeded  by 
Robert  SandeiSL 

The  court  tlien  consisted  of  Robert  .Sanders, 
Esq.,  and  Sybrant  G.  \'an  Schaick,  judges  ;  John 
Beekman,Leonard  A  Gansevoort  and  Robert  Rose- 
boom,  assistants.  I'he  first  records  which  can  be 
found  of  die  proceedings  of  this  court  that  can  be 
regarded  as  reliable  are  as  follows : 

"At  an  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  held 
in  and  liwr  the  City  and  County  ol  Alli;ui\ ,  at  the 
City  Hall  of  the  said  city,  on  Tuesday,  the  5th  day 
of  June,  t75a  Present— 

"  Robert  Sanders,  Esqr's., 
"Svbr't  Ci.  VakSchaick,  j  Judges; 

"  lOHM  BKEUlAli,  ) 

*'  LaoirAis  A  GaiinEVDOKT,  -  Asaiataats. 
RonxT  RostBOCM,  ) 

"Commission  re.nl.  C.  mrt  o[iened. 
"  The  folioNs  ing  were  among  die  cases  called  : 
•*  Genet  Borgligherdt,  by  A.  Collins,  bis  Attorney, 
\-s.  Isaac  Van  Alstyne,  1^^  Richard  Stevenson,  his 

Attorney. 

-The  Sheriff  returns  the  venire;  the  action  de- 
ferred till  next  Coui^  the  Deft,  being  tank. 

"  Jacob  C  Ten  Eyck,  by  Richd.  Stevenson,  his 
Attorney,  vs,  Albert  Van  Sl\  ke,  by  A.  Collins,  his 
Attorney,  who  Confesses  Judgment  to  the  FlaintilF 

for  the  Sum  of  one  hundred  and  forty-three  Pounds, 
one  half  Penny,  with  lawful  Interest,  and  costs. 
Whereufion  Judgment  is  Granted  Accordingly. 
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"The  next  ceee  wis  Flraiioe  Cbw,  Jvnr.,  by  A. 

Collins,  his  Attorney,  w.  Job's  Van  Dueacn,  by  A. 
Crooke,  bis  Atiorney. 

"  The  Sheriff  retained  the  venire  with  a  panel  of 
the  Jury,  who^  being  cille(l»the  Ibltoving  ap|>eared, 
and  were  twom,  viz. : 

"Atbcrtus  Becker,  Pliilip  Shelters,  Ticlrus  Uogar- 
dus,  William  Plase,  HansT.  Wilier,  (rtoi]ge  Redin- 
bergh,  Richard  Oliver,  Philys  Seit  FauIi.  Martin 
Cooper,  Paul  Dick,  Kihan  SuHe  Been,  Iknj'n 
Hilton. 

' '  Pleading  read. 

"The  following  c  idf^nce  SWOm  for  the  Pliintiff." 

Here  follows  the  names  of  seven  w  itnesses  for  Uie 
plaintii^  one  of  them  ("Inae  Voabnigh)  swoni  on 
his  Voire  Dirt,"  Four  wiincMCS  were  twom  for 
Uie  plaintifL 

''Beclaiation  and  Affidavit  of  the  widow  Cobus 
read  for  the  plaintiff;  Court  duly  addressed  by 
Counsel  for  the  parties. 

"Jurj"  charged.  Two  Constables  sworn  to  keep 
the  Jury,  and  the  Jury  go  out 

"  France  Claw,  Junr.,  by  CoIUm,  Joh'a  Van 
Duesen,  by  Crooke. 

**  The  Jury  tetumed,  and,  asked  if  they  were  agreed 
on  thdr  verJiLt,  answered,  'Yes.'  Peinga.skcd  for 
whom  thoy  to\ind  it,  answered,  'for  the  Plaintiff, 
Sixteen  i'ounds  damages,  and  Sixpence  costs.' 
Whereupon,  Mr.  Collins  said :  '  May  it  please  the 
Court,  '\'x  I'lt'.'s  Att'y  remits  eipht  Pound--  of  tlie 
damage.s,  being  more  than  he  sued  for.'  Where- 
upon, on  motion  of  the  Plaintiff' s  Attorney,  the 
Court  grants  Judgment  for  the  remaining  eight 
Pounds  and  costs  of  .•suit. " 

The  proceedings  of  the  court  at  that  eaily  day 
irere  very  similar  to  those  in  the  courts  at  the  pres- 
ent time.  For  instance:  The  following  is  the 
proclamation  of  the  crier  before  die  presiding  judge 
charges  the  grand  jury : 

"  Hear  Ye !  Hear  Ye  I  All  men  or  persons  are 

strictly  charged  and  commanded  to  keep  silent 
whilst  his  Majesty's  Commission  of  the  Inferior 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  is  reading." 
Proclamation  to  open  court : 

Hear  Ye  !  Hear  Ve  '  men  or  persons  iliat 
have  anything  to  do  at  Utis  Inferior  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  let  them  drew  near,  give  their  ntteadon, 
and  they  shall  be  heard." 

Proclamation  to  adjourn  the  court : 

"  Hear  Vc !  Hear  Ye  1  All  men  or  persons  that 
have  here  appeared  at  tlufl  Cbnit  of  Common  Pleas 
may  for  the  present  depart,  and  attend  again  as  the 
Court  orders." 


Jurov^s  Oath :  "  You  shall  well  and  tralytiy  die 

i?vs«e  ji  tincd  between  A.  B.,  Plaintiff,  and  C.  TX, 
Defendant,  and  a  true  verdict  give  according  to  tlie 
evidence,  so  help  jrou  God  1" 

It  appeals  that  in  diose  days  there  were  two 

con^t  ih'r- <'.v  irn  to  attcnil  tlie  jurv,  vith  <liffercnt 
oaths  ;  one  ol  them  wa.s  probably  to  ait  at  the  out- 
side door  of  the  jury-room,  and  the  other  to  ait  by 
the  d<>or  on  the  insiile.  Their  oaths  will  be  re* 
garded  by  the  officers  of  the  present  court  as  some- 
what singular.  The  outside  constable's  was  as 
follows : 

URANU  JI'ROr's  OATH. 

"You  shall  go  out  with  such  jurors  as  shall  have 
leave  of  the  Court ;  you  shall  not  suffer  any  person 
to  speak  to  them,  neither  shall  you  speak  to  them, 
but  bring  them  in  presently,  so  help  you  God." 

Constable's  oath  who  attende<l  the  jury  inside : 
"  You  shall  wcH  and  truly  keep  e\'er)-  person  sworn 
on  this  jury  together  in  some  private  and  convenient 
room,  without  meat,  drink,  fire,  candie  or  lodging, 
or  anything  that  shall  minister  to  their  comfort ; 
and  you  shall  not  suffer  any  person  whatever  to 
spe.ik  to  them,  or  any  of  them,  neither  shall  you, 
yourselli  speak  to  them,  unless  it  be  to  ask  them 
whether  they  be  agreed  on  their  verdict  So  help 
you  God." 

One  of  the  nmst  suilihornly  contested  cases  was 
that  of  Masta  Winne,  who  appeared  in  person 
against  Hendridt  Van  Bnren,  by  Rutgcrt  Corry, 
his  attorney.  The  case  wit  tried  by  a  jury,  and  a 
huge  number  of  w  itnes.ses  were  sworn  for  the  re- 
specdve  parties.  The  jury  found  a  verdict  for  the 
defendant;  upon  wbidi  judgment  waa  entered. 
'  Wliereup'  tn  Mr.  Winne  moved  for  forty  days  to  file 
his  declaralioni^  and  tite  defendants  moved  for 
forty  daya  more  b>  file  their  plea^  irfuch  the  court 
granted  aooordingly. 

amau. 

This  procedure  will  hardly  be  understood  by 
I  law  vers  of  the  present  day.    As  we  understand  it, 
I  however,  tliis  was  the  course  adopted  to  remove 
the  case  to  an  Appellate  Court   Whenn  party  was 
defeated,  he  asked  leave  to  file  his  declaration  or 
j  plea,  as  the  case  might  be.    i'his  compelled  the 
other  party  to  do  the  same.   At  the  ezpiradon  of 
the  time  for  fding  the  respective  pleading^  and 
they  being  filed,  the  case  was  appealed ;  the  pro* 
cccdings  were  stayed  on  granting  the  first  modon. 

Judge  Gansvort  was  one  of  die  judges  of  die 
Court  of  Common  Fleas  under  the  Federal  Gov> 
emment. 
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At  a  Court  of  Coinmon  Pleas  for  the  City  and 
County  of  Albany,  helil  at  the  City  Hall,  in  tlie 
City  of  Albany,  on  the  ad  of  October,  1759,  Vulkcrt 
P.  Donw  was  one  of  the  jndlgci  of  that  conil  This 
is  the  first  time  we  find  Judge  Douw  <xcu[>ying  the 
Bench  of  the  Colonial  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
He  conthiiMd  to  praide  on  llw  bendi  until  Janu- 
ary 10, 1771,  when  hewas  raooeeded  by  Reoaidaer 
Nicolls. 

The  Colonial  Court  of  Common  i'lca:>  continued 
to  hold  its  tegular  terms  of  ooort  under  the  Colo- 
nial  laws  until  January,  1776,  when  the  increasing 
spirit  of  American  Independence  caused  it  to  dis- 
Mlve.  Its  last  presiding  judge  was  HenrjrBlceker; 
its  last  term  beg^  at  die  Oiy  Hall,  in  die  Qty  of 
Albany,  January  19^  1776. 

LAST  COLON'tAL  OOVKT. 

There  is  a  sinjjular  incident  connected  witli  the 
recofded  proceedings  of  this  term.  Opposition  to 
all  manner  ofBritidi  rule^  executive,  Icsislativeand 
legal,  had  now  manifested  itself  to  such  a  dCjgree 
that  the  judges  and  officers  of  the  court  at  die  term 
about  whidi  we  are  writinfir  orjTanized  under  the 
immediate  fear  of  a  ]>o|' >  11  Neverthe- 
less the  court  convened  ami  proeedcil  with  its  busi- 
ness. The  sheriff  returned  a  few  writs,  a  few  judg- 
ments by  ocN^easioa  and  byde&ult  were  taken,  and 
some  unimportant  business  was  transacted,  when 
the  following  cause  was  reached  : 

Solomon  Eckrr  ) 
agsl.  \ 
Harms  Qi  ackknboss.  ) 

The  entry  in  the  rule  booii  then  proceeds  as  fol- 
lows: *'0n  motion  of  Peter  W.  Yato;  attorney  for 

the  defendants,  ordered  that  the  jilaintifT  '^h.^w 

cause  at  ."  Here  the  entry  is  suddenly  broken 

off,  probably  by  fear  of  die  popular  outbreak  of  the 
Sons  of  Liberty,  and  it  is  the  last  proceeding  of  the 
Colonial  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 

On  July  36  following  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence was  read  in  front  of  the  Ci^  Hdl  to  a 
vast  assembly  of  the  dtiaens  of  Albany  and  the 
surrounding  country. 

It  is  proper  to  add  that  the  only  attorney  present 
at  the  court  we  have  JescrilieJ  was  Peter  \V.  Yates. 
Heniy  Ten  Kyck  was  sbc^^^  at  this  time,  the  last 
under  die  Knglish  government ;  Stephen  De  Lancy, 
clerk.  The  as>oi  iatc  judges  were  John  H.  Tin 
Kyck  and  Henry  Vm  Schaack.  Judge  Van  .*<c  h  iack 
had  just  been  ap[K>inted.  He  was  a  lawyer  con- 
trolling a  veiy  respectable  piactice. 

It  was  the  practice  of  the  clerk  the  Colonial 
Court  to  entei^in  the  common  rttle  book  at  the 


term  of  court  the  names  of  ail  die  lawyen  having 

causes  to  dispose  <if.  as  follows: 

"  Mr.  Gansovoort's  rules. "  Then  would  follow  a 
list  of  his  causes,  and  the  manner  in  wUdi  they 
were  disiK)scd  of    Then  would  follow: 

"  Mr.  Peter  W.  Yates»"  and  his  causes  and  die 
manner  of  their  di^wsWon,  and  so  on. 

At  some  of  the  tenn  dw  hading  \x\\  vers  would 

have  from  ten  to  twenty  cases  under  tlieir  rules, 
with  a  brief  entry  opposite  each  cause,  hkc  the  fol- 
lowing: "The  deft  in  this  cause  has  confessed  the 
action  and  sufTrri  i  j'ld.  before  Judge  Douw  for 
£b  4s.  3d.  damages,  besides  costs  of  suit  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Gaosevoort,  attorney  for  pl'tX  judg- 
ment is  ordered  for  the  same."  Often  the  entry 
would  b<^  ' '  Interlocutory  judgment." 

I'ROMINKKT  LAWISRS. 

Of  the  lawyers  whose  names  most  frequently 
appear  in  those  courts  were  Richard  Gansvort,  A. 
Sylvestier,  Mr.  Cony,  Robert  Yates,  Peter  W.  Yate% 
Mr.  Hleeker.  The  two  Yatescs,  Robert  and  Peter 
W.,  seem  to  have  conuolled  for  many  years  an  ex- 
traordinary amount  of  legal  business. 

The  Court  of  Common  Pleas  which  we  have  de- 
scribed was  eslablishsd  in  the  State  of  New  York 
by  the -Provincial  Ciovemor  and  Council,  May  15, 
1699,  and  continued  in  the  Conntf  of  Albany 
down  to  January  i*^,  i77^>.  But  we  can  find  no 
earlier  record  of  the  couit  tlian  we  have  given. 

This  court  had  cognizance  of  causes  above  five 
pounds,  and,  as  we  have  seen,  had  three  judges 
and  three  assistant  judges.  With  some  of  the  jus- 
tices they  held  at  the  same  time  a  Court  of  General 
Sessions  of  the  Peace  for  the  trial  of  criminals. 

.\fler  the  adojition  of  the  first  Constitution  this 
Court  of  Common  I'leas  was  reorganized  widiout 
any  material  change  in  their  prooeduie;  it  continued 
in  existence  in  this  way  until  the  adoption  of  the 
Consiitutiim  of  1831,  when  some  changes  were 
made  in  it,  one  of  which  was  increasing  the  number 
of  judges  in  some  counties  to  the  number  of 
twelve. 

The  Constitution  of  183 1  provided  for  the  sp- 
pointment  by  the  Governor  of  five  judges  in  each 

county,  of  whom  one  was  designated  as  Firs!  fwl^>: 
This  court  continued  until  it  was  abolished  by  the 
Constitution  of  1846,  and  a  county  court  instituted 

in  its  place. 

The  First  judf^e  of  the  Albany  County  Court  of 
Common  Pleas  was  Volkerl  P.  Douw.  He  was  ap- 
pointed Fint  Judge  of  the  county  by  a  pioi^ncfad 
c  <  m  N  ention,  by  which  be  w«a  conunis^oned  January 
6,  1778. 
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We  have  seen  tlut  Judge  Doiiw  was  pre^i^ling 
judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  maa/ 
years;  he  served  with  ability  and  learningf  down  to 
May,  1775,  when,  moved  by  his  ]KUnotic  spirit,  he 
dcchneil  to  hr)ld  his  ofTue  iimler  the  British  Gov- 
ernor-General of  Xew  Vork,  and  resigned. 

Oiring  to  the  oniettled  state  of  the  coaooy,  few 
courts  were  licid  umler  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
until  after  the  close  of  the  war.  We  can  find  no 
record  of  any  court  at  i4iich  Judge  Douw  presided, 
nor  of  any  court  in  the  Q>unty  of  Albany  until 
1785.  In  t!ie  meantime  Judge  Douw  was  liy 
reason  of  his  age  compelled  to  retire  from  the 
bendi,  and  on  March  6,  1781,  Ahnm  Tm  BromA 
was  appiinted  by  Gov.  Gc<^rgc  Clinton  First 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  of  Albany 
County.  Peter  Van  Ness,  John  Price  and  John  M. 
Bcekman  were  qipointed  associate  judges  ur  jus- 
tices. The  first  record  of  the  sittings  of  the  Court 
of  Common  Pleas  in  die  County  of  Albany  after  the 
Revolntioo,  which  can  be  found,  is  the  following: 

"  At  a  Court  of  the  Common  Pleas^  held  fi>r  the 
Qty  and  County  of  Albany,  at  the  Qty  Hall,  in 
the  C%  of  Albany,  on  Tuesday,  the  loth  day  of 
January,  1785.  Present— 

"Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Esq.,  Pint  Judges 
"  Peter  Van  Ness,  Esq  ,  \ 
' '  John  Price,  >-  Assodale  Judges. 

"John  M.  Bedtman,  ) 

"  After  organizing  the  court  adjoumed  until  the 
19th  d.-iy  of  J.inuarv,  1785. 

"The  comt  met  pursuant  to  adjournment, 
Jannaiy  19,  1785.  Flment>— 

"  Peter  Van  Ness,  Esq.,  \ 

"  John  Price,  V  A«odats  Judges. 

"  John  M.  Beckman,  ) 

"  On  reading  a  license  under  the  band  of  Richard 
Morris,  Esq.,  for  the  admisuon  of  Killiaen  Van 

Rcn-vseiacr,  Km|  ,  tv>  the  bar  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
ordered  that  tlie  said  Killiaen  Van  Rensselaer  be 
admitted  an  attorney  and  counsellor  at  law  in  tliis 
court 

"  Abraham  Ten  Broeclt,£sq.,  First  Jadtg^  took 
\a»  seat;" 

LAwms  FBisnrr. 

Among  the  attorneys  present  at  this  court  were 
Mr.  Visscher,  who  had  a  large  number  of  causes 
on  the  calendar;  Mr.  Gilbert,  Mr.  Gansevoon,  Mr. 
Wynkoop,  Mr.  Bay,  Mr.  Sill.  Mr.  Graham,  Mr! 

Sylvester  and  Mr.  I.ush.    These  'gentlemen  repre- 
sented a  large  number  of  causes,  of  which  there  | 


were  151  on  the  docket;  but  none  of  them  appear 

to  have  been  tried,  although  several  were  referred, 
showing  that  the  practice  of  trymg  causes  m  Uiat 
manner  was  as  prevalent  then  as  at  the  present 

There  were  several  judgments  taken  by  default, 
and  nianv  "  interlocutory  judgments"  entered.  It 
seems  to  have  been  a  law  term  of  the  court,  as  there 
is  no  record  of  a  grand  or  a  petit  jury. 

This  term  of  court  was  succeeded  by  regtilar 
terms  thereof  down  to  1821.  The  following  is  a 
list  of  the  first  or  presiding  judges  of  that  court 
down  to  1846  : 

Leonard  Ciansrort,  appointed  March  19,  1794; 
John  Taylor,  appointed  February  7,  1797;  Nicho- 
las N.  (^tadcenboss,  appointed  January  13,  1803; 
David  McCarthy,  appointed  March  13,  1804; 
Charles  Cooper,  appointed  March  29,  1806;  Jacob 
Ten  Eyck,  appointed  June  8,  1807;  Apollo  Moore, 
appointed  June  6,  1812. 

Mr.  Ju<lge  Moore  dischargetl  the  duties  of  this 
office  till  March  15,  1838,  when  he  was  succeeded 
by  James  UAmoreans,  who  dtschaiged  the  duties 
of  the  office  till  March  i2,  1833,  when  he  was 
succeeded  by  Samuel  Cheever.  Judge  Cheever 
was,  on  djc  17th  day  of  .May,  1838,  succeeded  by 
Jacob  Timsinft  who  presided  till  April  17,  1843, 
when  he  was  succeeded  by  Peter  C,an>evoort,  who 
held  tlie  office  of  First  Judge  until  the  court  was 
abolished  bythe  provisions  of  the  Constitution  of 
184^. 

This  court  was  continued  without  material 
chani^e  by  the  Gonstitudon  of  i8si  until  its 
il  l  I  hmentin  1846.  The  judges  were  app  >iiiied 
In  ilie  Ci  >vemor  and  Senate  for  a  period  ot  five 
years.  By  the  Constitution  of  1S46  all  judicial 
officers  were  made  elective.  * 

The  following  is  a  record  of  the  earliest  Mayor's 
Court  we  can  find: 

"At  a  Mayor's  Court,  hdd  at  the  City  of 
Albany,  at  the  City  Hall  of  the  said  d^,  on  the 
tCtfa  day  of  .May,  1 760.    Present — 

"  .'^VBR AVT  G.  V.\N  ScHAicK,  Esq.,  Ma/or. 

"Jacob  TrnEvoc  Esq.,  )  Aldennen. 
*' Jacob  LAmnfO,  Esq.,  ) 

"  Bnraov  Ttnum,  j  by  Corry. 

"John  Barkon,  )  by  Yates. 

"The  sheriff  returned  the  venire  in  the  above 
canae  widi  the  panel  of  the  jurors  annaied.'* 
Then  follow  the  names  of  twdve  juroiB,  after 

which  appear  the  names  of  the  witnesses  sworn, 
and  the  following  entry:    "  The  jury  charged  and 
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retired  nnder  two  constables.  The  jury  returned, 
and  being  asked  whether  they  were  atrn  ci  !  on  their 
verdict  answered  '  Yes;'  being  asked  fur  whom 
thejr  Ibond  it,  aimrered  'fiw  Out  plaintiff,  thiny- 
nine  pounds  damages,  and  six  pence  ooiti,' 

"On  motion  of  Mr.  Vatcs,  attOHMf  for  the 
defendant,  the  judgnieni  being  defined  until 
next  ooait" 

There  were  seventy-five  causes  on  the  calendar. 

At  this  term  "Robert  Yates  produced  license 
eppointing  him  an  attorney  at  law  fisr  ihe  Mayo/s 
Court  and  for  tlic  C mrt  >  -f  Common  Fleas  for  the 
City  and  County  ol  Allumy,  and  was  accordinj^Iv 
admitted,"  Mr.  \'ates  was  one  of  the  most  di.s- 
tli^iafaed  lawyeis  of  his  timea 

The  last  record  of  the  Mayor's  Court  under  the 
Colonial  government  clobCii  wiili  the  year  1 768.  It 
wts  ft  court  of  mach  importance,  and  had,  as  we 
have  said,  both  civil  and  criminal  jurisdiction. 
After  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution  an- 
other Mayor's  Court  was  organized  for  the  City  of 
Albeny,  to  which  lefimnce  will  be  made  hereafter. 

The  Sw»hme  Coi-  KT  VNDKR  THK  FlKST  STATB 
CHOKSTiTlTlDN.— On  the  19th  of  Februarj',  1777, 
die  "Convention  of  the  Representatives  of  the 
Slate  of  New  York,**  assembled  by  adjoamment  to 

Kingston,  N.  v.,  and  on  the  2Cth  of  Aj^ril  suc- 
ceeding adopted,  agreeably  to  the  recommenda- 
tions ofthe  Continental  Congress,  the  first  CoDStito« 
tion  of  the  State  of  New  York.  In  it  the  exiltence 
of  the  prcscnl  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  was 
recognized  On  the  3d  of  May,  1777,  the  Con- 
vention elected  John  Jay  Chief  Jtutice,  and  Robert 
Yates  and  John  Morin  Scott  A.s.sociate  Justices. 
Scott,  however,  declined,  and  John  Sloss  Hobart, 
who  lecieived  tlie  next  number  of  votes^  was  de- 
clared elected.  Jndge  Hobart  was  one  of  die  most 
distinguished  men  of  his  times.  He  was  one  of 
"the  Sons  of  Liberty,"  organized  in  the  City  of 
New  York  in  November,  1765,  to  (^poee  the  exe- 
cution of  the  Stamp  Act  From  that  time  til!  the 
day  of  his  death,  Febraaiy  4,  1805,  be  was  con- 
stantly in  public  lifi^  serving  in  various  Ic^adve 
and  judicial  offices,  as  United  States  Senator  and  a 
Jndge  of  the  United  States  Court  in  New  York. 
When  Hobart  was  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  Robert  R.  Livingston  was  appointed 
Chancellor,  and  Egbert  Benson  Attorney-General. 

Fifteen  persons  were,  on  the  same  day,  elected  a 
Council  of  Safety  to  carry  on  a  temporary  govern- 
ment until  the  Constitutiixi  oould  be  put  into  oper- 
ation. On  the  8th  of  May,  1777,  a  plan  of  gov- 
cnurnnt  was  reported,  in  which  were  liic  names  of 


the  above  members  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  were 
tliose  ofthe  Chancellor  and  Attorney-General,  and 
was  adopted  by  the  Convention.  The  plan  also 
provided  ior  the  decdon  of  a  Governor,  Lienten- 
ant-Govcmor,  a  Senate  and  an  .\ssembly. 

The  Convention  dissolved  on  the  T3th  of  May, 
and  on  the  14  th  the  Council  of  Safety  went  into 
operation.  On  the  sotfa  a  commission  Ibr  holding 
Courts  of  Oyer  and  Ti-miiner  and  Genera!  Jail  De- 
livery in  the  State,  drai'icd  by  Chief- justice  Jay,  was 
issued  bythe  CoundL  On  the  ^ih  of  JunefbUow- 
ing  the  Council  directed  that,  until  Legislature 
should  otlierwise  provide,  the  Supreme  Court 
sliould  sit  at  Ktng.ston,  and  that  the  terms  should 
be  the  same  as  throughout  1774.   These  tenns 

were  the  same  as  provided  for  in  the  ordinance  of 
1 7601  The  seal  of  the  Supreme  Court  was  like- 
wise ordered  to  be  delivetvd  to  the  CoundL 

On  die  9tb  of  August,  1777,  die  first  term  of  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State  under  the  ( niKii'iit'o'i 
was  held,  and  Chief-Justice  Jay  delivered  the  tirsl 
charge  to  the  Grand  Jury. 

In  1778  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  were 
empowered  to  devise  a  seal,  and  it  was  directed 
that  all  proceedings  of  the  Court  should  be  before 
the  "People  of  the  State  of  New  York,"  instead 
of,  as  heretofore^  "  Before  our  Sovereign  Lord  the 
King,"  etc. 

On  the  iSdi  of  May,  in  1784,  the  firat  Grand 

Jury  of  the  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  after  the 
Revolution  sat  in  the  City  of  New  YorL  Judge 
Hobart,  with  whom  was  asmdated  James  Duane, 
Mayor  of  the  city,  held  the  court ;  Judge  Hobart 
delivered  the  charge  to  the  Grand  Jury. 

First  Coi  rt  i  vder  thk  CoNs^rrnTiox  hei  d  at 
.\i.BANY.— On  January  1,  1785,  tlie  terms  of  the 
Supreme  C6urt  were  directed  to  be  hdd  at  Albany 
on  the  last  Tuesday  of  July  and  the  third  Tuesday 
in  October,  and  that  in  the  City  of  New  York  on 
the  third  Tuesday  in  January  and  April  in  every 
yc^r ;  the  April  and  October  terms  to  continue  for 
three  weeks,  and  the  January  and  July  terms  for 
two.  Accordingly  the  first  term  of  the  Supreme 
Court  ever  hdd  in  the  Oty  of  Albany  convened  on 
the  last  Tuesday  of  July.  1785.  Hon.  Richard 
Morris,  who  had  been  appointed  Chief  Justice  in 
place  of  John  Jay,  presided. 

From  that  time  down  to  the  present  the  Sui»eme 
Court  of  the  State  has  held  regular  terms,  accord- 
ing to  appointment,  in  the  City  of  Albany. 
The  most  practical  and,  perhaps,  the  most  per- 
]  feet  manner  of  ])resenting  the  history  ofthe  Bench 
I  and  Bar  of  Albany  County  is  to  give  it  in  the  lives 
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of  die  judicial  ofiicers,  the  eminent  jurists  and  law- 
ym^  who  made  diat  history.  We  bqpn  with 

ROBERT  YATESL 

Roam  Yatks  was  an  eminent  jarist,  prominent 

in  the  leg:il  ami  Icuislaiive  historj'  preceding  and 
during  the  Ktvolution.  With  John  Jay,  John 
Sloss  Hobart,  William  Duer,  G<aivtTiu  tir  Morris, 
Robert  R.  Uvingston  and  others,  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  memorable  committee  appointed  on  the 
firrt  of  August,  1776,  to  prepare  a  form  of  govern- 
ment for  the  then  new  State  of  New  Yorlt.  The 
committee  reported  March  12,  1777,  which  report 
was  debated  until  April  ao  following,  when  the 
first  constituti.  >n  of  the  Suie  of  New  York  was 
adopted.  He  was  a  member  of  the  first  Provincial 
Congress,  which  assembled  May  33,  1775,  and 
adjourned  the  fo!lo\vin<^  Xovcmber.  He  was  also 
a  member  of  the  second  Congress,  which  convened 
February  12,  1776,  ami  adjourneii  May  13  follow- 
ing. On  May  8,  1777,  be  was  appointed  a  Jus- 
tice of  die  Supreme  Court  of  the  Sttite,  serving  till 
October  a8,  1790,  when  he  was  npfvointed  Chief 
Justice  of  the  State.  In  1787  Judge  Vates  was 
appointed  by  the  Legislature  of  tlic  Stale,  with 
Alexander  liamillon  and  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  a  del- 
egate to  the  convention  miich  formed  die  Consti- 
tution of  the  United  Sutcs.  According  to  the 
form  of  the  resolution,  they  were  appointed  "  for 
the  sole  and  ex]iri>>  purpose  of  reviving  the  Ar- 
ticles of  Confederation,  and  reporting  to  Congress 
and  the  several  legislatures  such  alterations  and 
provisions  therein  as  shall,  when  agreed  to  in  Con- 
gress and  confirmed  by  the  several  States,  render 
the  F'Viit-ral  Cotistitution  adequate  to  the  exigencies 
uf  g'  i\ernniem  atld  the  preservation  of  the  I'nion." 

Chief-Justice  Vates  and  John  Lansing  withdrew 
from  the  convention,  because  it  did  not  more  ef- 
fectually secure  the  rights  of  the  individual  States; 
they  were  anti-Federalists  or  Republicans. 

"To  these  men  and  their  copatriots  the  nation 
is  indebted  for  the  ten  important  amenilL-d  Aiticles 
which  were  subsequently  made  a  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution." Hamilton  was  the  oiuy  delegate  from 
this  Slate  who  signed  it. 

Judge  Yates  was  also  a  commlsaoner  to  settle 
the  rival  land  claims  of  New  'S'ork  and  Vermont, 
also  of  Massaclnisetts  and  Coiuieclicut.  He  was 
bom  in  1738  and  removed  to  Albany  early  in  life, 
where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  day&  He 
died  hi  1801. 

JOHN  LANSING,  Ji. 

John  L.\NsiN(i,  Jr.,  was  bom  at  Albany,  on  the 
•Oth  of  January,  1 785.  He  studied  law  with  Robert 
Yates,  afterward  Chief  Jusdce,  in  Albany,  and  with 
James  Duane,  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

In  1776  and  1777  he  w.vs  the  military  secreUry 
of  Maji  >r-rit'ii.  Si.hu)l<r,  Commamlcr  of  the 
Nortliern  Ikpirlmeni,  and  who  was  engaged  in 
the  summer  of  die  latter  year  in  active  operations 
to  resist  the  ad\*ance  of  Butgoync.  In  a  letter  to 
James  Duane,  dated  at  Saratoga  (now  Schayler< 
ville)  on  the  |odli  of  November,  177$,  Mr.  Lan- 


sing declined  accepting,  by  reason  of  his  holding  die 

abvive  post  under  den.  .Schuyler,  a  coroniMOn 
of  lieutenant  in  the  new  levies  of  troops. 

After  being  admitted  to  the  Bar,  Mr.  I.ansing 
pursued  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  the  City 
of  Albany  wiui  great  success. 

From  1780  I  to  1784  he  was  a  mend>er  of 
Asscnilily  (tile  4di,  5th,  6th  and  7lh  Sessions)  from 
the  City  of  Albany. 

On  il)e3d  of  February',  1784,  he  was  appointed 
Member  of  Congress,  under  the  articles  of  confed- 
eration,  and  on  the  36th  of  October  iSaUowing  was 
reappointed. 

Un  the  13th  of  January,  1786,  lie  wa.s  elected 
Sjicakcr  of  the  New  ^ork  Assembly.  On  the 
zMh  of  .\pril  following  he,  together  with  John 
Haring,  Mclanclhon  Smith  and  Robert  \9!at», 
was  appointed  (in  place  of  John  Jay  and  Waher 
I.i\iiiL,'vion,  re-signed)  on  tlie  commis<i>jii  tli.it  met 
at  Hartford,  in  dial  year,  and  made  linal  decision 
of  the  territorial  claims  of  New  Y<nk  and  HasM- 
chuaetts. 

On  the  >9di  of  Sentenrim;  in  die  same  year,  he 

was  appointed,  by  UM  Coondl  of  Appointment 

Mayor  of  .Mfuny. 

In  1786  he  was  again  elected  Member  of  As* 
sembly  from  the  City  and  County  of  Albany. 

On  the  J6th  of  Januaiy,  1787,  he  was  once  more 
delegated  a  Member  of  Congieaa  under  the  Confed- 
eration. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  in  the  .same  year,  die  New 
York  Legislature  appointed  Mr.  lansing,  Alex- 
ander Hamilton  and  Robert  Yates  to  the  Phila- 
delphia Convention,  which  assembled  on  the  asth 
of  May,  and  framed  a  Cbnstitntion  of  the  United 
States.  Mr.  I.ansing,  together  with  ^Ir,  ^'utes,  was 
opposed  to  the  principles  of  the-  Coiistiiution,  as 
presenting  a  ssstem  of  coIl^oli^lated  government  at 
variance  with  the  righu  of  the  Sutes.  He  retired 
from  the  Convention  with  Mr.  Yates,  on  the  5th  of 
July,  1787,  before  the  Constitution  had  been  defi- 
nitely settled  upon  by  that  body,  but  not  until  it 
w  as  seen  how  it  was  to  be  established,  and  published 
his  reasons  for  s<;>  doing  in  a  letter  jointly  with  Mr. 
Yates  to  Gov.  George  Clinton. 

In  1788  Mr.  Lansing  was  again  a  Member  of 
the  New  York  State  Cbnvention  whidi  mdfied  the 

Coii.>titution  from  Albany  County. 

On  the  udi  of  December,  1788,  the  Assembly 
of  the  State  of  New  York  re-elected  him  Sj>eaker. 

By  an  act  of  March  6,  1700,  be  was  appointed 
by  the  Legislature  one  of  the  commissiooerB  <m 
the  part  of  the  State  of  New  York  to  settle  the 
coiitro\ers\  of  that  State  with  \'erniont;  and  on 
the  28th  of  September  t'ollowing  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
State. 

In  die  succeeding  year,  by  an  act  of  the  Leg- 
islature passed  on  die  6th  of  July,  Judge  Lansing, 
Abraham  Van  Vechlcn  and  Robert  \'ates  w  ere  ap- 
pointed commissioners  to  determine  the  claims  of 
citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York  to  lands  situated 
in  Vermont,  ceded  by  New  York  at  the  aettlemoit 
of  the  controversy,  and  irtwt  portion  of  oert^ 
moneyi  (Ijo/xx))  each  claimant  should  leoeim 
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On  tlio  15th  of  February,  1798,  juil^c  Lansini; 
received  the  ap|Kiintnient  of"  Chief  Justice  of  tlie 
Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  in  place  of  Chief- 
Ja.«tice  Robert  Yates,  who  had  resigned  Under  the 
constitutional  limit  of  sixty  )  ears. 

On  the  2 1st  of  October,  1801,  Clucf-Justice 
Lansing  was  appointed  Chiincollor  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  in  place  of  Chancellor  Robert  R.  Liv- 
ingston, who  had  also  resigned  under  the  above 
Hmit 

On  Febmaiy  a,  1804,  ChanceHor  Lansing  was 

nominated  by  a  Republican  legislative  caucus  t<> 
the  office  of  Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
but  in  a  letter  of  the  i8th  of  that  month  he  de- 
clined the  nomination. 

On  die  s8th  of  Jannaiy,  1817,  he  was  appomted 
a  Regent  of  the  I'niversity. 

In  1824  he  was  chosen  a  Presidential  Elector 
from  i!>c  Cit  v  ;iti  l  County  of  Albany. 

On  December  8,  1829,  Chancellor  Lansing 
visited  the  City  of  Now  \'ork  on  busineSB,  which 
deuined  him  several  days.  He  was  a  guest  at  the 
City  Hotel.  The  evening  of  December  12  was 
dark  ami  stormy.  Having  an  imjiortant  letter  for 
Albany,  which  he  desired  to  mail,  he  left  the  hotel 
with  a  view  of  depositing  it  in  the  maif  box  on 
board  s  steamer  that  was  to  leave  New  York 
that  evenmg.  He  did  not  return  to  die  hotel,  and 
was  never  seen  or  heard  from  after  leaving  it.  It 
is  generally  believed  that  he  fell  into  Uie  river  and 
was  drowned;  and  yet  his  bodj  was  never  re- 
covered. 

Fifty-five  years  have  passed  away  and  the  mys- 
tery ttiat  hung  over  this  sad  event  has  been  deepened 
by  the  lapse  of  each  succeeding  year.  The  sudden 
disapjicarancc  "f  .iLiti/cn  so  illustrious,  w  hose  long 
Hfe  had  been  mostly  devoted  to  the  interest  of  the 
State,  produced  a  sensation  at  Albany  as  deep  as 
did  that  of  the  sudden  death  of  De  Witt  Chnton, 
a  little  less  than  a  year  previous.  Although  Chan- 
cellor Lansing  was  in  his  scvenly-sixth  year  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  he  was  vignrous  and  active  in 
mind  and  body.  In  person  he  was  large  and 
bandaom<^  with  remarkably  fine  feitores.  He  was 
aftscinadngconversationalisl; dignified  and  impres- 
sive in  his  bearing. 

He  was  married  in  17S1  to  .Miss  Ray,  daughter 
of  Robert  Ray,  I'lsq.,  a  distinguished  citizen  <>f  the 
City  of  New  York;  four  chddren,  all  daughters, 
were  bom  to  this  marriage. 

Chancellor  Lansing  was  the  author  of  a  small 
volume  entitled  "  Reports  of  Select  Cases  in  Chan- 
cery, and  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  in  1824  and  1828,"  viz.,  in  Chancery,  Lan- 
sing V.  The  Albany  Insurance  Company,  March 
S4,  i8s4;  Egberts  v.  Lansing,  September  7,  iSss ; 
Lusing  ft  Godet ;  Supreme  Conr^  Globe  In- 
surance Company  bl  Lansing,  Febraaiy  Term, 
i8s«. 

ABRAHAM  VAN  VBCHTEN. 

Among  Ae  great  American  lawyers  whose 

names  appear  on  the  roll  of  the  .Albany  Bar  is  that 
of  Atirahaui  Van  Vechten.  No  name  is  more 
honoced  in  the  histoij  of  the  State  than  bis— 


honored  not  only  as  a  learned,  eloquent  and  emi- 
nently siiCLr—ful  l.i\vw;r,  but  a>  a  legislatijr  \',  hi  'Se 
wisdom  and  profundity  are  seen  in  the  enactment 
of  many  of  the  laws  that  have  given  protection 
and  gmtneas  to  the  Sute  of  New  York. 

He  was  bom  at  Catskill,  December  5,  1762. 
He  received  his  elementary  education  at  Esopus, 
now  Kingston,  New  York,  completing  bis  educa- 
tion at  Kings,  now  Columbia  CoU^iK  At  the 
close  of  the  revdutionaiy  war  he  commenced  the 
study  of  law  under  the  direction  of  Chancdior 
J'  lhn  Lansing.  He  was  one  of  the  first  lawyers 
admitted  to  the  H.ir  alter  the  organization  of  our 
government.  Immediately  after  his  call  to  the  Bar 
he  opened  an  office  at  Johnstown,  Montgomery 
Conn^,  New  York,  bat  was  soon  invited  to  oc- 
cupy a  more  extensive  field  in  the  City  of  Albany. 

The  high  places  at  the  Bar  were  then  occupied 
by  gifted  advocates,  among  whom  were  Hamilton, 
Burr,  Harrison,  Jones  and  Livingston.  But  the 
brilliancy  of  such  names  could  not  cast  young  Van 
Vechten  in  the  shades  He  soon  ranked  among 
the  fflustriOus  seniors  as  an  equal  and  a  compet- 
itor for  the  highest  professional  eminence  ;  untir- 
ing in  his  efforts,  the  naturally  great  powers  of  his 
mind  were  continually  develojjed  and  expanded. 

His  intellect  was  formed  to  grapple  with  the 
most  abstruse  and  difficult  subjects  of  Icfi^  and 
judicial  investigation;  and  he  early  inured  himself 
to  the  most  intense  application  of  mental  industry. 
In  acutcncss  and  the  ready  comprehension  of  any 
subject  presented  for  his  invcstisation,  he  had  few 
equals.  Nature  seemed  to  have  furnished  him  with 
powers  eminently  adapte<i  to  the  illustration  of 
legal  principles,  but  he  made  no  ilisplay  of  legal 
lore  ;  his  learning  seemed  incorporated  with  all  his 
thoughts.  What  he  once  read  was  well  digested 
and  remaine<l  ever  ready  for  application. 

A  lar^  portion  of  his  life  was  i^>ent  in  the  dis- 
cussion of  legal  questions  in  our  highest  courts  o( 
law  and  equity;  he  was  always  listened  to  witli  pro- 
found attention  by  tlie  ablest  judges  in  the  State 
and  nation.  His  arguments,  clear  and  learned, 
always  elucidated  and  instructed,  and  greatly  aided 
the  tribunals  to  which  they  were-  addrened  in 
coming  to  correct  conclusions.  His  style  was  re- 
markable for  perspicacity  and  strength,  enforced 
by  thoughtful  logic. 

In  iiis  manner  he  was  usually  calm  and  unim- 
paasioned,  yet  earnest  and  forcible.  His  talents 
were  too  conspicuous  to  allow  him  to  confine  his 
efforts  to  the  Bar.  He  was  repeatedly  chosen  to 
represent  his  fellow  citizens  in  both  branches  of  the 
j  Legislature.  The  Sute  Senate  Chamber  was  the 
theatre  of  some  of  his  highest  intellectual  efforts. 

As  a  member  of  the  Otwrtfur  the  Correct  0/ 
Errors  be  has  left  bdiind  him  enduring  monu- 
ments of  his  legal  learning. 
I     On  February  13,  1813,  he  was  appointed  At- 
,  torney-General  of  the  State.    He  was  the  successor 
of  that  illustrious  lawyer,  Thomas  Addis  Emmet 
I  In  February,  1815,  he  was  succeeded  by  Martin 
Van  Bureii.    The  high  and  responsible  duliei  of 
I  Attorney-General  were  never  disdiaiged  with  more 
I  ability  uid  succem  than  fay  Mr.  Van  Vechten. 
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During  the  aJmini^^tration  of  Gov.  John  Jay, 
that  great  statesman,  in  recognition  of  Van  Vech- 
ten's  commanding  talents  as  a  lawyer,  tendered  him 
—then  oneof  theTOODgest  members  of  the  Bar — the 
office  of  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 
Tlie  offer  was  mockstly  declined,  as  Mr.  Van 
\'echten  prefcried  lo  praetitc  lits  firofcssioti  iiif,lcacl 
of  presiding  on  tlie  bench.  The  lawyer  and  the 
•toaent  are  often  astonished  at  the  vast  number  of 
our  reported  caaes  beaid  in  the  Supreme  C^iut  and 
Court  for  CorrecHon  »/  Errors  In  which  Mr. 
Van  W'cliten  represented  one  of  the  parties  litigant. 

"Over  a  iialf century  1ms  hrilli.uit  niin<l  was  con- 
stantly shedding  its  light  over  the  junsjiriulcnce  of 
the  State  and  nation.  The  Bar  long  delighted  to 
accord  to  bim  its  liighest  honors." 

To  the  younger  members  of  the  profes,sion  he 
greatly  endeareti  himself  by  his  kind  and  courieoiis 
manners;  and  by  all  he  was  venerated  as  an  illus- 
trious model  of  professional  excellence.  In  his 
daily  consaltationi  vith  his  cUenis  he  was  em- 
phatically a  peacemaker.  It  was  his  constant 
habit  to  advise  the  settlement  of  disputes  without 
reioufse  to  litigation,  allowing  no  selfish  interest 
to  influence  liis  advice  or  bias  his  mind  in  giving 
Us  opinions. 

He  was  Recorderof  the  Qtj  of  Albany  from  1797 
to  180S  ;  Regent  from  Januar>',  1797,  to  18J3; 
.'^tate  Seii  u.  T  from  i-gStOlSoj;  ini.iiiber  of  .Vs- 
serabiylroni  1S05  101815;  Attorney-General  lor  the 
year  1810,  and  again  appointed  in  1813 — serving 
two  yean,  and  was  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
ConventioR  of  i8ti. 

His  character  as  a  citizen  in  the  private  walks  of 
life  afforded  a  mo<lel  of  excellence.  "He  con- 
suntly  displayeil  in  his  interiourse  with  his  neigh- 
bors and  acquaintances  the  most  amiable  social 
qnalitiesk  I'o  his  other  traits  of  character  was 
added  one  which  is  justly  deemed  of  &r  the  most 
importance;  he  was  a  sincere  believer  in  the 
.Saviiiur  of  the  world  and  a  venerated  member  of 
the  Dutch  Reformed  Church  of  .\lbany.  In  his 
judicatories  his  parcnta!  counsels  were  leodved 

with  revefenoe  as  etninently  calculated  to  promote 
the  peace  and  pr<  >s|  icrty  of  the  church.    His  dis- 

intert'^teilncs';  was  a  pr'  ^mineiit  feature  in  his  char- 
acter and  was  the  loundatioD  o(  that  unbounded 
confidence  which  was  lepoeed  in  htm  by  all  who 
itnew  him." 

On  May  t4,  1784,  Mr.  Van  Vediten  was  united 

by  marriage  to  Miss  C.uharinc  Schuyler,  daughter 
of  Philip  P.  Schuyicr  and  Anna  Wendell,  'i  his 
union  proved  eminently  happy,  and  Mr.  \.\n 
Vechten's  domestic  life  was  proverbial  for  the 
Idictiies  it  aflbrded. 

JOHN  V.  HENRY. 

JoirN  V.  Hknry  was  one  of  the  earliest  members 
of  the  .Albany  H.ir.  He  was  admitted  lo  practice 
a-s  an  attorney  at  law  at  a  term  of  the  Supreme 
Court  held  at  Albany  in  January.  178s.  Col. 
Aaron  Barr  was  admitted  at  the  same  tenn.  On 
the  r4th  of  April  following  Mr.  Henry  and  Burr 
were  admitted  to  practice  as  counj>clorg  at  law. 

The  advanisfes  of  a  linisbed  daasicsl  and  legal 


education,  united  to  great  native  mental  powers, 
very  soon  g-ave  Mr.  Ili-my  a  eoininanding  jHJsition 
in  his  profession,  and  he  rapidly  attainc^l  a  State 
and  national  reputation,  ranking  with  HamittOO, 
Burr,  Iloflhian,  Lansing,  and  other  great  Inmina* 
ries  that  adorned  the  Iter. 

I'ussessing  attractive  elocutic inary  powers,  con- 
trolled by  close  and  ready  logic,  enlivened  and 
strengthened  by  eattensive  re.admg,  stimulated  by 
ambition,  it  was  natuial  that  be  should  be  attracted 
to  the  |>olitical  arena.  Here  his  abilities  were 
s[)eedily  rc(.(  gnized  and  appreciated,  and  he  be- 
came a  U'aih  r. 

Ill  i8r>to  he  was  chosen  Member  of  Assembly  for 
Albany  County.  By  re-election  he  represented  this 
county  in  the  Assembly  in  the  Legislature  ot 
l8ci  1!>  .  is  the  acknowledged  leader  of  the 
Federal  {■■x'Ay  in  iliose  Imdies,  So  moderately  and 
so  justly  did  he  g<ivcMn  and  exercise  his  political 
sentiments  that  he  gainc<l  the  esteem  and  friendship 
even  of  his  political  opponents,  with  a  very  few  ex- 
ceptions. Hence  his  great  influence  in  the  Legis- 
lature. 

In  January,  iSoo,  Mr.  Henry  was  appi  intcHl 
Comptroller  by  John  Jay,  then  Governor  of  the 
State.  As  he  was  eminently  qualifled  for  the  duties 
of  this  office,  his  uipointment  was  veiy  popular. 
George  Clinton,  who  had  been  Governor  from 
1777  down  to  was  in  1795  succeeded  by  Jay, 

elected  in  the  Gubernatorial  election  of  that  year. 
(k)v.  Jay  was  re-elccied  in  179M.  In  1801 
Gov.  George  Clinton  was  re-elected.  Mr.  Clin- 
ton, fbough  apparently  fiiendly  to  Mr.  Heniy, 
suddenly  removed  liim  from  the  office  of  Comp- 
troller. At  the  time  of  this  remov-al  the  Governor 
had  Ixeii  in  utlae  but  a  few  niontlis.  Mr.  Henry's 
successor  was  Klisha  Jenkins,  a  merchant  of  Hud- 
son, N.  V. — a  man  in  every  sense  Mr.  Henry's  in> 
ferior.  This  appointment  of  Jenkins  was  made  at 
the  instance  of  Ambrose  Spencer,  at  that  time  a 
political  boss,  with  powers  equal  to  any  of  the 
modern  rulers  of  political  parties.  .Spencer  after- 
ward became  a  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  and 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Statt^  ranking  among  ^ 
greatest  and  purest  of  American  judges. 

Though  ^Ir.  Henry's  removal  frc)m  office  greatly 
disgnstt-d  liini,  we  must,  on  the  whole,  regartl  it  .vs 
a  foriun.it<  *  ircumsiance  in  his  life.  It  caused  him 
to  adopt  an  irrevocable  resolution  never  again  to 
accept  any  office,  but  devote  himself  entirely  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  This  resolution  gave 
him  that  commanding  position  at  the  Har  of  the 
State  and  nation  we  have  alrcadv  descril)cd. 

For  many  years  his  practice  was  confhicd  to  the 
fjeneral  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Court  for 
the  Correction  of  Errois,  and  in  the  United  Sbites 
Siipreme  Court 

lo  use  the  language  of  another,  "The  great 
superiority  of  Mr.  Henry  as  an  advocate  consisted 
in  his  skill  in  condensing  his  aiguments— in  sayiqg 
everything  which  could  be  said  in  favor  of  the  posi- 
tion he  wisjjed  to  establish  with  the  fewest  words. 
These  words  were  selected  in  the  best  jKJSsible 
manner.  He  never  used  a  word  except  the  very 
best  to  eqiress  his  ideas.    He  was  not  genemlly 
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florid,  and  seldom  aimed  at  brilliancf,  diCNigh,  if 

the  occasion  required,  he  could  be  impressive, 
hrilliant  and  powerfully  eloquent."  He  continued 
to  devote  all  his  lime,  talents  and  energies  to  his 

trot'ession  until  the  2 2d  day  ol  (XtnlKr,  1829,  when 
B  was  suddenly  removed  from  the  scenes  of  his 
earthly  laliors  and  ambition  by  the  hand  ofdcaih. 

We  give  the  lollowing  account  of  Mr.  Henry's 
death  as  we  find  it  in  the  ABai^  QtmOtt  of  October 

**Mr.  JohnV.  Henty,  one  of  the  most  distinguish- 

ed  lawyi  -^-;  in.  ilic  State,  is  no  more.  lie  attended 
the  Sujifciih:  L'ourt  on  Wednesday  morniriLi  ;  on  his 
way  from  the  court-r<iom  at  the  fapitol,  aliout  11 
o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  when  opposite  the  resi- 
dence of  Chandler  Starr,  in  State  itreet,  he  was 
seized  with  an  apoplectic  iit  He  was  talien  into 
Mr.  Starr's  and  medical  aid  was  immediately  ren- 
dered. He  lingered  until  half-past  iwod'cliKk 
yesterda)'  afternoon,  when  his  mighty  spirit  was 
yielded  up  to  the  God  who  gave  it  Hit  age  was 
about  sixty-four. 

"The  death  of  Mr.  Henry  is  a  jiublic  talamiiv. 
The  tears  his  family  shed  o\er  liis  lilele>s  furni  fill 
not  alone.  Those  who  respect  the  probity,  the  in- 
dependence, the  gallant  bearing,  and  the  high 
talents  which  sometimes  redeem  human  nature 
from  suspicion,  must  also  lament  the  fall  of  such  a 
man  as  thi.s,  in  whom  these  traits  were  so  lutppily 
combined. 

"And  ao  depart,  with  rcarful  rapidity,  the  sages, 
the  atateamen  and  the  jurists  of  our  day.  Clinton 
and  Wells,  and  Emmet  and  Henry,  have,  in  their 

turn,  ceased  to  be.  An  1  what  a  lesson  to  mankind 
ilo  their  sudden  deaths  impart.  One  by  one  the 
wise  and  virtuous  fall  into  the  deep  gulf  of  Time, 
and  yet  thousands  tread  thoughtlessly  on  the  sol- 
emn verge. 

"The  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  in  .session  in 
the  City  of  Albany,  adjourned  on  Friday  without 
doing  anv  businesB  in  consequence  of  the  death  of 
John  V.  Hkskv." 

At  th  s  tune  John  Savage  was  Chief  Justice, 
William  L.  Marcjr  and  John  Woodwortb  were 
Associate  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court 

.\t  the  opening  of  the  toui  ton  Friday  morning,  tlie 
day  after  Mr.  Henry's  death,  that' great  lawyer, 
Duiiel  Cady,  in  the  presence  of  those  iltnstnous 

judges,  and  ilistinguished  lawyers  from  all  parts 
of  the  Stale,  arose  anil  in  a  voice  indicative  of  the 
deepest  sorrow  aniMunced  the  death  of  .Mr.  Henry. 
So  sensible  and  deep  was  Mr.  Cady's  emotion  that, 
widtall  his  cotntnanding  powers  of  eloquence  and 
his  tumal  self-conuol,  he  could  at  first  hardly  pro- 
ceed with  his  announcement  Gaining  composure, 
he  pronounced  a  beautiful  and  touching  eulo  y 
upon  the  distinguished  dccea.sed.  He  concluded  by 
moving  that  the  court  adjourn  until  the  next  day. 

The  Chief  Justice,  after  observing  that  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Cady  accorded  well  with  tlie  feelings  of  the 
court,  who  deemed  it  due  the  memory  of  so  di.s- 
tinguishcd  a  lawyer  as  Mr.  Henry  that  this  mark 
of  respect  should  be  shown,  directed  that  the  court 
adjoora  until  the  next  day. 


JOHN  V.  N.  VATES. 

This  distingniahed  Uwyer,  adiolar  and  politician 
was  a  son  of  Chief-Jnstice  Robert  Yates.    He  was 
j  bom  at  .\Ibany  in  1779.    After  receiving  a  liberal 
I  education  he  entered  the  oflice  of  lohn  V.  Henr\, 
:  under  whose  tuition  he  prepared   for  the  Bar. 
After  receiving  his  degree  as  Attorney  at  Law,  he 
began  practice  in  Albany.  With  the  advantegw  of 
extiaordinary  talents,  an  occellent  classical  and 
legal  edncation  and  inlliieiiti.i!  frimds.  lu-  rapidly 
made  his  way  to  the  front  rank  of  his  profession. 

In  1803  the  Legislature  appointed  him  one  of 
;  a  committee  with  John  Cuyler  and  Charles  D. 
CVxiper  to  report  an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  a  State 
and  Court  House  in  Albany. 

On  March  7,  1804,  they  submitted  their  report 
to  the  Legislature,  and  it  was  adopted. 

On  April  6  foUoviog  an  act  was  passed  author* 
izing  the  erection  of  the  buildnig. 

Ill  iSof?  he  was  appointed  a  ^Lister  and  Exam- 
iner in  Chancery.  In  June,  1808,  he  was  appointed 
Recorder  of  the  City  of  Albany. 

In  bnuaiy,  1809,  he  was  cemoved,  to  make 
place  nr  Mr.  Graham,  and  was  restored  fai  181 1, 
serving  till  July  8,  iRiiS,  when  he  was  again 
removed,  as  before,  for  political  purt>oses.  In  the 
administration  of  this  oflke  Mi;  Yates  eihibited 
rare  judicial  abilities. 

In  April,  1818,  he  was  appohited  Secreury  of 
Slate,  serving  till  February  13,  1823,  when  he  was 
re-appointed,  serving  till  1826,  when  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  .\zarial)  C.  FlauK 

In  tlie  administration  of  tliis  oflice  lie  exhibited 
abilities  which  commended  him  laigely  to  pubUe 
favor. 

In  1808  Mr.  Yates  became  embroiled  hi  a 

orable  legal  contest  with  Chancellor  Lansing. 
This  contest  grew  out  of  an  attempt  of  the  Chan- 
cellor, in  his  official  capacity,  to  punish  Yates  for 
malpractice  and  contempt  of  court  The  case 
was  seriously  important  ra  many  senses^  one  of 
which  brought  the  Court  of  Chancery  and  llie 
Supreme  Ci'urt  of  the  .State  in  collision. 

.\t  the  time  of  which  we  are  speaking  Yates  was 
a  Master  in  Chancer)-.  By  the  ninth  section  ol  the 
act  then  in  existence  concerning  Attorneys,  Coun« 
aelors  at  Law  and  Solicitors  in  Chancery,  all  these 
oflicers  were  forbidden  to  bring  anjr  action  in  the 
name  of  another  attorney  or  solicitor,  without  his 
knowledge  and  consent 

At  this  time  Yates  was  not  a  solicitor  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  but  began  an  important  rait  in 
that  coart,  using  the  name  of  one  Peter  W.  Yates, 
a  solicitor,  without  his  kTiowledi;e,  against  the 
statute.  Complaint  was  presrnted  to  Chancellor 
Lansing,  who  granted  an  order  f  sr  the  arrest  of 
Yates.  He  insisted  that  he  appeared  as  solicitor 
with  the  consent  of  Peter  W.  'vntes^  but  that  gen> 
tleman  denied  the  consent 

Mr.  \'ates  excepted  to  the  issuing  of  the  order 
for  an  arrest  ;  he  insisted  that  the  charge  against 

Ihim  was  a  crime  ^  that  the  Court  of  Chancery  had 
no  crimmal  jimadktioo;  that  whether  he  was 
guilty  or  not  was  a  quesiitMi  which  the  conati- 
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tution  provided  should  be  tried  by  a  jury.  But  the 
ChancseUor  took  a  different  view  of  die  case.  Mr. 
Tatn  was  denied  bail,  and  aent  a  priaoner  to  the 

old  Albaiiy  jail. 

lie  was  highly  i>opuhir  with  the  [>eoj)le,  .ind 
his  iinj  risnnmcnt  caused  f^reat  cxcit'  incnt. 
He  wa.s  a  proud,  high-minded  man,  inflexible  in 
his  purposes,  ardent  in  carrying  Aem  into  execu- 
tion, and  he  determined  to  contest  what  he  deemed 
to  be  the  high-handed  course  of  the  Chancellor  to- 
ward him,  and  he  carried  his  determination  with 
anequaled  earnestness  into  effect  He  retained 
Thomas  Addis  Emmet  as  bis  counsel,  who  applied 
to  Judge  Spencer  for  a  writ  of  Ad^Mt  emrfms  for  the 
release  of  his  cNent  from  fmprisonment,  which  was 
granted,  and,  after  a  fiini  hcarinsr,  Mr.  Yates  was 
discharged.  Whereupon,  by  order  of  the  Chancel- 
lor, Mr.  \'atcs  \^  .ls  re  committed  to  prison,  on  the 
ground  that  the  Supreme  Court  bad  no  right  to  in- 
terfin«  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  of  Chan- 
cery. The  Cjcncral  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court 
opened  al)out  that  time  at  Albany,  and  Mr.  Emmet 
immediately  movcii  in  ripen  court  for  another  writ 
of  habeas  corpus  to  brin^  before  it  the  bodj  of  Mr. 
Yates.  He  was  brought  before  the  coDrt,  and  after 
a  fall  aigament  the  fiist  and  second  amsts  of  Yates 
were  sastained,  and  he  was  remanded  to  prison. 
The  case  was  ininiediatelv  removed  to  the  Cnurt  for 
the  Correction  of  Errors,  the  Chancellor  using  ever)' 
effCHt  to  prevent  the  allowance  of  the  writ;  but 
he  was  defeated  and  the  case  was  brought  to  argu- 
ment in  diat,cotirt  A  judgment  of  the  court  was 
finally  rendered,  declaring  the  arrest  of  Yates  illegal 
anil  liirei  ung  his  discharge.  Ivwn  after  being  re- 
manile<i  to  jail  he  obtained  bail.  The  case  will  be 
found  in  6  Johnson's  Reports,  335.  Yates  imme- 
diately bioaglit  an  action  against  I.ansing  for  (Use 
imprisonment,  and  another  long  legal  contest  en- 
sued, in  which  the  Chancellor  succeeded  on  the 
ground  that  he  was  not  liabte,  as  be  acted  in  a 
judicial  capacity. 

Mr.  Yates  was  afterward  appointed  by  the  Legis- 
iatPie  to  add  note%  lefeiences  and  succinct  mat- 
ters touching  the  laws  under  our  colonial  govern- 
ment to  the  revised  laws  of  New  York  of  1 8 1 3  a 
duty  which  he  discharged  with  singular  ability  and 
success. 

He  was  afterward  the  recipient  of  many  distin- 
guished official  positioiM. 

Mr.  Yates  was  a  valuable  contributor  to  the  lit- 
erature of  his  country,  and  until  a  short  time  f)re- 
vioiis  to  his  death  the  produetions  of  his  jicn 
added  largely  to  his  own  honor  and  to  that  of  the 
citf  in  wbidi  be  Hved.  He  died  in  Albany,  Janoary 
to,  1839,  aged  sixty  years. 

MARTIN  VAN  BUREN. 

Makhn  Van  Hi  kkn  was  bom  in  Kimlerhook, 
then  in  the  County  of  Albany,  now  Columbia, 
December  ^,  1783.  In  bis  boyhood  he  exhibited 
a  love  of  kiiowledge,  a  fondness  for  books,  "  a 

quickness  of  apprehension,  a  shrewdness  of  obser- 
vation ;  but  the  limited  means  of  his  father  denied 
him  the  advantages  for  an  educatioii,  <  \t,r[it  those 
taught  in  a  common  school."   tie  »oun  mastered 


all  the  branches  taught  in  that  humble  institution 
of  learning,  and  became  a  teacher  in  the  common 
schools.  In  this  occupation  he  acquired  tbe  means 
of  defraying  the  e.xpen.ses  of  an  education  at  the 
Kinderhook  Academy  for  two  or  three  years.  In 
this  institution  hi  acijuircd  an  extelleiit  English 
education  and  l)ccame  a  very  tine  Latin  scholar. 

"Asa  student,"  says  one  of  his  biographers, 
"young  Van  fiuren  was  distinguished  not  only  for 
his  industry  and  application,  but  for  his  unmlling- 
ness  to  take  anything  ujion  trust,  and  his  conse- 
quent habit  of  investigation  and  reflection.  He 
WIS  fond,  too,  of  argumentative  discussions;  he 
had  never  studied  dialectics  as  taught  in  the  schools 
and  knew  but  little  about  Aristotle  or  Locke,  yet 
he  was  a  natural  logician,  and  handled  the  weapons 
of  those  whose  very  names  he  was  ignorant  \\  ith  great 
skill  and  ability.  He  w;is  ambitious  to  surpass  his 
comjianions  in  extemporaneous  speaking  and 
luiglish  composition;  many  were  the  encomiums 
he  received  for  his  excellence  in  these  branches." 

Mr.  Van  Buren,  like  Ben  Jonson,  who  pnrsucd 
his  classical  studies  with  a  trowel  in  his  hand,  was 
always  a  student;  always  f  nind  ti.nc,  esjK'cially  in 
his  earlier  years,  to  devote  to  cla.s.sical  studies.  A 
desire  to  become  a  lawyer  by  profession  was  his 
eariy  ambition,  so  strongly  indulged  that  be  began 
his  legal  studies  at  the  early  age  of  fourteen.  His 
preceptor  was  l^'rani  is  Svlveslcr.  Esq.,  a  leading 
member  of  the  Bar.  He  )itirsu(  il  l  is  legal  studies 
with  unwearied  diligence  and  much  success.  At 
die  age       eighteen  he  began  to  try  causes  in 

:  justices' courts,  those  tribunals  which  affrinl  the 
legal  student  such  a  field  for  im|)rovement  in  public 
s]>eaking,  in  examining  witnesses,  in  arianging 
testimony  and  in  sharpening  the  perceptive  facul- 
ties. He  soon  became  fitmous  as  an  advocate  in 
these  cottrt%  acquiring  a  large  and  lucrative  prac- 
tice therein.  He  often  met  as  opponents  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Cohimbi.i  Bar,  whose  respect 
he  gained  by  the  exhibition  of  his  rare  abilities,  his 
courteous  and  high-toned  bearing. 

While  a  student  he  was  an  active  politician  and 
gave  his  alliance  to  the  DemocnUic  party.  His 
regard  and  admiration  of  Thomas  Jefferson  were 
alnutst  uidionn<ied.  In  the  great  contest  between 
Adams  and  Jellers<in,  he  advocated  and  defended 
the  Republican  principles  with  much  ardor  and 
abiliqr.  Though  yet  in  bis  teens,  lie  addressed 
Republican  gatherings,  wrote  resoUit-ons,  memo- 
rials and  pamphlets.  In  the  .uiiumn  of  1800, 
when  only  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  represented  the 
Democrats  of  his  native  town  in  .1  Cuiigreiisional 
convention.  Mr.  Van  Buren  completed  the  last 
year  of  bis  studies  in  the  office  of  William  P.  Van 
Ness,  of  the  Gty  of  New  York,  one  of  the  brilliant 

'  lights  of  the  tiar,  and  subse<juently  one  of  the 
justices  of  the  Supreme  C  ourt  of  the  United  States 
(or  the  Southern  District  of  Nev*-  York.  .\t  a  term 
of  the  Supreme  Couit  of  the  State,  held  at  Albany, 
October,  1803,  Martin  Van  Buren  was  called  to 
the  Bar.  \ficr  remaining  in  Albany  a  few  months 
he  returned  to  Kinderhook  and  actively  began  his 
prolessional  career.     The     ilumbia  County  Bar  at 

I  this  time  was  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  brilliant 
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il»*e  Slate.  Here  William  \V.  Van  Ness,  Elisha 
Vi^Uams,  Thomas  P.  Grosvcnor  and  Jacob  Rustin 
Van  Rensselaer,  all  of  them  prominent  Federal- 
ifls  and  distioffoished  lawyers  and  poiiticiaos, 
seemed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  Mr.  Van  Baren's 
professional  and  politic  al  advancement. 

He  was  a  Democrat;  they  were  Federalist.s. 
They  beioni(eil  to  the  arisioi  ratic  flmiilio  of  the 
county  and  State;  Van  Hurcn  to  the  humbler 
ranks  of  fife  They  were  wealthy  and  powerful; 
Van  Buren  was  poor,  with  nothing  to  rely  upon 
but  his  own  energy  and  talents;  these,  it  seems, 
were  suiricieiit:  with  them  he  wuii  his  way  to  tlis- 
tinction,  triumphing  over  his  powcrlul  and  disdain- 
ful rivals.  His  barineai  increased,  his  chenUge 
daily  became  oK»e  numerons  and  inflitential.  and 
it  was  not  longr  before  be  became  the  acknowl- 
edged leader  of  the  Columbia  Bar. 

In  the  meantime  he  was  as  active,  energetic  and 
powerful  in  jiolitics  as  he  was  in  his  profession. 
iMMce  will  not  permit  us  to  enter  into  any  descrip- 
tion of  his  splendid  and  eventful  career;  iMtt  from 
i8o3  to  1S37  the  history  erf*  that  career  is  the 
political  history  of  the  State;  at  leaat,  that  iuatony 
could  not  be  perfectly  written  with  the  career  of 
Martin  Van  Burcn  uintttcd. 

On  the  aoth  of  March,  180S,  he  waa  appc^Jtted 
Sorrogale  of  the  County  of  Columbia.  The  manner 
in  whidi  he  discharged  the  dudes  of  this  office 
hui^Iy  enhanced  his  [.rofcssional  repiil.ui>.n 
About  this  time  he  removed  t<)  Hudson,  a  measure 
which  contributed  largely  tt)  his  advantage.  At 
this  lime  Elisha  W'illiams,  undoubtedly  the  most 
gilM  and  clo(]uent  lawyer  of  his  time,  whose 
magnificent  oratorv  rendered  him  famous  at  the 
American  Bar,  was  a  resident  of  Hudson.  Martin 
Van  Buren  soon  became  the  rival  of  tliis  great 
lawyer.  In  order  to  grapple  with  his  formidable 
opponent  Van  Buren  was  compelled  to  submit  to 
the  most  intense  study;  when  the  day's  work  was 
ended,  after  a  litde  rest,  he  retired  to  his  study  and 
gave  himself  to  his  books  with  such  deep  ap])lica- 
tion  that  frequendy  the  dawning  day  paled  the 
light  fsS.  his  lamp.  In  diia  way  he  successfully 
aimed  himself  to  meet  his  antagonist  in  the  arena 
he  had  entered. 

His  great  success  at  the  bar,  his  acknowledged 
abilities  as  a  politician,  soon  led  him  to  that  legisla- 
tive career  which  gradually  advanced  him  to  the 
most  exalted  position  in  the  nation.  In  1812  be 
was  nominated  by  Ae  Democrats  of  the  Middle 
Senatorial  District,  of  which  Columbia  County  was 
a  part,  as  their  candidate  for  State  Senator.  He 
was  opposed  b\  a  no  less  distinguisiied  opponent 
than  Edward  P.  Living:iton,  then  a  member  of 
the  State  Senate.  Mr.  LivingMon  was  a  Democrat ; 
but  there  was  something  in  his  connection  with 
the  Bank  of  America  which  rendered  his  nomina- 
tion distasteful  to  the  Dem«K:rats,  or  a  large  ma- 
jority of  them,  and  they  refused  to  renominate 
him,  preferring  Van  Buren.  Nevertheless  he  re- 
ceived the  nomination,  and  received  the  support 
of  tlie  entire  Federal  party,  together  with  die 
friends  of  Gov.  Ixwis.  This  was  a  powerful 
combination,  but  \°an  Burcn  overthrew  it,  after  a 


des[M  rale  struggle;  hut  his  majority  waS  Only  tWO 
hundred  in  a  pi>ll  of  over  25,0x30. 

He  entered  the  State  Senate  at  an  extra  session, 
November  3,  i8is,  and  became  the  leader  of  his 
party  in  that  brand)  of  the  Legislature.  From 
this  time  he  remained  almost  constantly  in  public 
life  down  to  the  time  of  lus  retirement  from  the 
Presidential  chair. 

In  the  spring  of  1816  he  was  re-elected  to  the 
Senate,  and  shortly  afterward  became  a  resident  of 
the  City  of  Albany.  This  removal  became  neces- 
sary on  account  of  the  great  increase  of  bis  profes* 
I  sional  business,  and  to  give  him  greater  fiidliliea 
for  discharging  his  official  duties. 

In  181 7  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  his  distinguished 
pupil,  who  reflected  so  mach  honor  upon  his  pre* 
ceptor,  became  his  law  partner,  forming  one  or  the 
most  influential  legal  firms  in  the  State. 

On  Februarj'  6,  1S21,  Mr.  Van  Buren  was 
elected  by  the  Ix-gislature  a  Senator  in  Congress. 
This  caused  him  to  parlially  withdraw  iirom  his 
ptactice,  leaving  his  huge  buriness  to  Mr.  Buder. 
He  was  occasionally  emjiloyed  in  very  important 
cases,  among  which  weic  the  cases  of  Wilkes  vs. 
I.yoH,  argued  in  the  Court  for  the  Correction  of 
Errors  in  1823,  and  that  of  I'arick  \%.  Johnson^ 
argued  in  the  same  court  in  1828  ;  reported  in  S 

i  Cowan,  3 jS ;  a  Wendell,  166.  Theae  caaea  have 
I  always  been  read  by  the  lawyer  and  the  student 

with  great  interest  and  profit  The  arguments  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren  appear  at  length  in  them.  The 
briefe  were  prepared  by  Mr.  Butler. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  appeared  for  the  laA  time  before 
a  jury  in  the  trial  or  the  Alitor  case,  and  that  of  the 
'  ."bailor's  Snug  Harbor,  in  the  fall  of  18*7.  Hil 
speech  in  the  State  Senate  on  the  disputed  accounts 
of  (iov.  Tomi)kins — the  last  he  ever  delivered 
in  that  body — was  a  memorable  and  magnificent 
production. 

The  Constitutional  Convention  of  1 821  was 
composed  of  the  ablest  men  connected  with  the 
great  political  parties  in  New  York.  .Among 
them  were  James  Kent,  Kufus  King,  Ajn- 
brose  Spencer,  Abraham  Van  Vechten,  Elisha 
Williams  and  Peter  R.  Livionton.  F(»emoat 
among  these  was  Martui  Van  Buren.  He  took 
part  in  alt  the  important  discussions,  and  eslab- 
lished  the  claim  of  his  friends  that  he  was  a  high- 
minded,  gifted,  eloquent  and  independent  states- 
man. In  his  speeches  there  was  none  of  that  ad 
capkaihm  eloquence  catcuhUed  to  tondi  the  pas- 
sions of  the  multitude  ;  thev  were  the  offsprings  of 
research,  of  an  enlarged  and  l.beral  mind,  v»ith 
;  statesman-like  views.  In  the  Senate  of  the  United 
.Sutes,  then  composed  of  the  ablest  and  most  illus- 
trious atatesmen  of  the  nation,  Mr.  Van  Buren 
took  a  commanding  position. 

He  was  early  committed  against  the  policy  of 
distribution  of  the  public  lamls,  subsequently  .idvo- 
cated  with  so  much  zeal  and  ability  by  Mr.  Clay. 
He  was  never  friendly  to  a  high  protective  tariff, 
but  voted  for  the  tariff  of  1824,  though  not  entirely 
satisfied  with  all  its  details.  He  delighted  to  repeat 
the  witty  remark  of  John  Randolph  conceniing 
the  tarid' movement  ot  1827-8,  which  he  regarded 
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almost  wholly  of  a  |>olitical  charactL-r.  ' '  That 
tariff,"  said  Mr.  Randolph,  "does  not  refer  to 
manabcbxries  of  snj  aort  or  kind,  except  to  the 
manufacture  of  a  President  of  the  United  States." 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Clinton,  in  Februar>', 
182.S,  Mr.  \'aii  Huren  became  (iovernor  of  tlic 
State,  liiit  on  being  appointed  Secretary'  of  State 
under  President  Jadwon,  he  resigned  theGovemor- 
sbipi.   This  event  took  place  March  12,  1839. 

He  subsequently  beoune  Vice-Ptasident  of  the 
Unitod  States,  and  at  a  Deiivicnitic  National  Con- 
vention held  at  lialtiinore  in  May,  1835,  he  was 
unanimously  tn  iniin.itcd  a  candidate  for  President 
of  the  United  btates.  CoL  Richard  M.  Johnson 
was  nomhiated  for  Vice-President  Mr.  Van  Biuren 
was  inauj^uratcd  on  the  4th  of  March.  1837,  and 
entered  upon  tlie  duties  of  his  L;rcal  uHice. 

The  suliject  1  <1  the  abolition  of  sl  ivery  c  instituted 
an  important  feature  in  his  inaugural  address ; 
the  aiptation  of  this  great  ({uestion  had  begun  in 
the  year  1834-5  in  the  Northern  States.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  and  his  friends  strongly  oppo<5ed  the  move- 
ment Though  he  brought  to  the  office  much 
ability  as  a  statesman,  the  highest  and  most  consci- 
entious patriotism,  there  were  many  unfortunate 
circttmstancea  that  tended  to  render  hia  adminis- 
tiatiim  in  a  measure  unpopular.  We  cannot  say 
that  at  this  time  his  .  .[)]»(sition  to  the  anti-slavery 
question  injureil  him  as  much  as  has  been  alleged. 
The  mciisurc  had  not  then  been  far  enoui;h  ad- 
vanced in  a  political  sense  to  have  a  bearmg  upon 
his  administration.  What  tended  most  to  injure 
it  was  the  terrible  revulsion,  or  financial  crisis, 
which  prostrated  tlic  industry'  and  commercial  in- 
terests of  tlie  nation.  Tiie  pau\  adroitly 
took  advantage  of  thi.s  unfortunate  state  of  things 
and  attributed  the  financial  depression  of  the  coun- 
try tO  the  pol&cy  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  adminiatro- 
tioa  This  resulted  in  his  defi»t  for  re-election  in 
1840  and  the  elevation  of  Gen.  Harrison.  He 
retired  from  the  Presidential  chair  to  private  life. 
His  nominatioiv  by  a  wing  of  the  Democratic  party 
at  Buffalo  in  1840,  and  bis  defeat,  are  events  too 
well  known  to  need  any  description  here. 

BENJAMIN  F.  BUTLER. 

Bkk|a.mi\  p.  Butler,  an  hist'  iric  name  in  the 
Stale  and  Nadon,  a  lawyer  of  the  highest  ability, 
a  scholar  of  rare  endowments,  and  a  citizen  of 
great  purity  of  cfaanKter,  was  bom  at  Kinderhook, 
in  the  County  of  Columbia,  December  1 7,  1 795. 
His  father  wa.s  a  merchant  at  that  place ;  a  man  of 
strict  integrity,  industrious  in  his  vocation,  and 
honoral>Ie  in  his  relations  to  the  society  in  which 
he  lived. 

The  early  years  of  young  Butler  wioe  passed  in 
attending  a  common  district  school  and  in  assist- 
ing his  father  in  his  store.  He  was  a  boy  of  re- 
S[>ecttul  maniRTs  and  .m  inleKeetual  turn  of  mind. 
While  engaged  in  the  store,  he  became  a  favorite 
of  a  learned  and  distinguished  Presbyterian  clergy- 
man, who  lesided  near  his  fiuher;  from  this 
gentletnan  he  received  his  first  knowledge  of 

IxMiks  and  the  rudiments  of  a  elassieal  edut  iiioti. 
At  tiie  age  of  fourteen,  lienjamin,  already  far 

IS 


advanced  in  his  studies,  was  sent  tO  Hndaon 
Academy,  where  he  remained  several  years,  an 
energetic  and  successful  student  When  his  aca- 
demic course  was  ended,  he  entered  the  office  of 
Martin  Van  Burcn,  then  a  young  lawyer  who  had 
;  been  at  the  Par  but  a  few  ye^irs,  but  who  was 
regarded  as  a  joung  man  of  great  promise,  and 
who  had  already  secured  a  rcsiicctable  poaitioo  at 
the  Columbia  Bar.  This  was  in  the  year  iBia. 
In  the  year  181 6  Mr.  Van  Buren  removed  to 
Albany,  where  he  entered  uj).  in  his  extraordinary 
othcial  career.  Young  Hir.ler  ai  1 1  iniiianieil  him. 
In  1S18  Mr.  Sutler  was  calleil  to  ilu-  Way,  and  im- 
mediately became  the  partner  of  Mr.  \'an  Buren, 
a  relation  which  existed  until  February,  1821, 
when  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  appointed  a  Seti  Uor  in 
Congress.  In  1S27  Mr.  Butler  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  .Mien,  a  >oiing  lady  of  many 
accomplishments  and  m;iny  mental  and  personal 
attracii'  >iis.  .*^he  was  a  sister  of  tlic  gallant  Lieuten- 
ant William  H.  Alien,  who  distinguished  himself 
in  the  engagement  between  tfie  Mgate  "United 
States"  and  the  British  ship-of-war  "Macedonia," 
in  181 2,  and  who  was  afterward  killed  by  pirates 
in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

The  firm  of  Van  Buren  ft  Butler  was  the  moat 
distinguished  legal  firm  in  the  State.  The  senior 
member  stood  at  the  head  of  the  State  B:ir.  ami  his 
praetitc  at  the  Cnited  States  Supreme  Court  and 
his  [KKsition  as  a  Senator  in  Cbn^resi  gave  him  a 
national  reputation. 

Mr.  Butler,  with  his  unwearied  industry,  tena- 
cious memory  and  active  intellect,  followed  rapidly 
in  the  footsteps  of  his  prece]itor  and  former  partner. 

Among  the  imp.  irtaiil  cases  w  hich,  by  Mr.  Van 
Buren  s  retirement  from  the  firm,  were  left  for  Mr. 
Butler  to  conduct,  were  Wilkes  vs.  Lym  and 
Variek  va.  /oinsoH.  These  cases  attracted  great 
attention  throughout  the  State,  and  tot  a  consider- 
able time  occupied  the  attention  of  theCouTt  Sat 

the  Correction  ,4  Krr<>rs. 

The  labor  necessary  to  their  preparation  for  argu- 
ment was  immense;  but  Mr.  Butler  brought  to  the 
task  that  industry  and  research  tor  which  be  was  so 

distinguished.  Alter  several  weeks  of  labor  he 
j)laced  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  \'an  Huren  a  thoroughly 
arranged,  exlianstive  and  peifeet  brief  Mr.  \'an 
Buren  argued  the  ca.ses,  assisted  by  Mr.  Butler. 

For  two  years  after  his  admission  to  the  Bar  Mr. 
Butler  confined  himself  to  the  CircuitO>ait%  at- 
Uining  a  highly  respectable  reputation  as  a  Jury 
lawyer.  He  first  appeared  in  a  General  Term  of 
the  Supreme  Court  in  October.  1S20,  when  he 
argued  the  case  i  >f  the  Pi  oplc  \  s.  Foofe ;  his  op|)o- 
nent  was  the  late  Thos.  J.  Oakley,  who  then  ranked 
among  the  great  lawvers  of  the  State  Soon  after 
this,  he  arguotl.  in  the  same  court,  the  celebrated 
case  of  the  Presiih-ntiinilDiin  turs  of  Ihi'  ItatUt  of 
Aii'iifn\'>.  likiiichiird  el  al.  ;  his  ojipoiunt  was 
Daniel  Cady,  an  itlusuious  character  in  the  legal 
history  of  the  State; 

One  of  Mr.  Butler's  first  cases  in  the  Court  for 
the  Correction  of  Errors  was  that  of  ManiiMrm  vs. 
(h'/'<i>n — a  case  of  hist<iric  imp'irlance.  The  op- 
posing counsel  was  that  giant  of  the  Bar,  J.  V, 
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Henry.  In  tlio  celebrated  casitoi  Troup  vs.  Smilh, 
and  that  of  Morhn  vs.  Oagan,  Mr.  Butkr  was 
associated  with  Samuel  A.  Talcott,  one  of  the  bril- 
liant 'imaiiu  UN  of  the  Now  York  State  Bar. 

Mr.  Butler  appeared  so  often  in  the  Supreme 
Court  tiiat  a  history  of  his  cases  he  oondticted  in 
that  court  would  fill  several  volumes. 

On  I'chruary  19,  1S21,  he  was  appointed 
District  Attorney  of  Albany  County,  discharging 
the  duties  of  this  office  till  Jaouaiy,  1825,  when  be 
was  succeeded  by  Edward  uvlngBton. 

nii'H'.;li  the  l,d"irs  mF  tlii-^  olfiLC  \\ere  heavy,  and 
lor  one  so  young  its  responsibilities  great,  Mr. 
Butler's  success  was  in  prop<  iriion  to  his  labor,  and 
he  retired  from  the  office  with  the  weU-eamed 
commendations  of  the  public  Before  his  official 
term  expired,  a  law  was  j)asscd  bv  tlic  Legislature 
of  1824,  apiH>inting  Chancellor  Kent,  Krastus  Root 
and  Benjamin  V.  Butler  CMniniissii>ners  to  revise 
the  laws  of  the  State ;  but  these  gentlemen  did  not 
enter  upon  the  duties  thus  assigned  them,  as  the 
Legislature  of  1825  pa&sed  an  act  by  which  Mr. 
Butler,  John  Ducr  and  Henry  Wheaton  were  made 
coniniissii  iners  to  revise  the  statute  l.iws.  Not  lr>ng 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  Mr.  Wheaton  was  ap- 
pointed c/utrg*  i't^ffakvaUi  the  Court  of  Berlin,  and 
John  C.  Spencer  was  appointeil  in  his  place. 

As  was  said  by  a  distinguislicii  nietnhcr  of  the 
Bar,  "  the  ■'election  of  Mr.  Butler,  uholiad  then  so 
recently  oramcnced  his  practice,  for  a  pnsiiion  so 
high  and  resfMtnsiblc,  carried  with  it  the  evidence 
of  the  high  estimation  in  which  he  was  held  by  the 
Legislature.  It  was  an  nndeftaklng  of  great  hazard 
til  his  jifi  ifes^ii  iiial  reputation,  as  well  as  an  im- 
mense labor.  It  involved  for  a  time  the  entire 
sacrifice  of  his  business,  as  he  was  obliged  to  devote 
his  time  almost  exclusively  to  that  business.  He 
undertook  it,  and,  notwithstanding  the  prejudices 
it  lit  first  encoontmd,  it  WIS  Carried lo  a  succeaafui 

tenninalion." 

In  the  language  of  Juilij<  Ketil,  "  \\\  who  knew 
the  indomitable  energy  of  John  C  Spencer  will 
natunlly  believe  that  his  spirit  pervaded  the  whole 
woric ;  but,  judging  from  internal  evidence,  1  can- 
not avoid  believing  that  much  of  the  essential  excel- 
lence of  tlie  Revised  ."statutes,  and  more  of  the 
labor  which  adapted  tliem  to  our  general  S}'slem  of 
jorisprudence  -the  plan  and  order  of  the  work,  the 
learning  of  the  notes,  the  marginal  lefeveBceai,  and 
the  admirable  index  which  accompanies  it^dioQld 
be  ascribed  to  the  labor,  the  patient  tDUehes  of 
unwearied  art,  bestowed  by  Mr.  Butler.  The 
statutes,  however,  reveal  the  learning,  skill,  labor 
and  ability  of  each  of  their  great  authors. " 

Three  years  later  a  new  edition  of  the  statutes 
was  deemed  necosary,  and  the  revist  rs  \\<  r<-  Diu  e 
more  (  ailed  ■  the  work  of  revision.  The  whole 
existni'4  --Mtute  lawsofageneralnattire,  all  the  acts 
of  the  L^slature  passed  since  the  year  18^5, 
were  carefnlly  examined  ;  the  statutes  themselves 
criticalh  reviewed  ,iiid  re-arranged,  with  annnta- 
tiviiis  and  refeti-nces  made  by  the  Supreme  Court, 
the  C  ourt  >t  (  ii  incciyand  the  Court  for  the  Cot- 
rection  of  iilrrors. 


This  new  edition  was  rei)orted  to  the  Legislature 
at  its  annual  session  in  the  winter  of  1836,  and  by 
appropriate  acts  was  passed  as  the  Statutes  of  the 
St.ite  of  New  \'ork.  f  I'.lier  editions  have  succeeded 
it,  embracing  acts  since  passed.  They  are  volumin- 
ous but  inilis|)en8able  wovks  in  the  libiaiy  of  a 
practicing  lawyer. 

Mr.  Butler  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Le|{isla^ 
ture  eif  iS2,S,  and  left  on  its  records  {nduMtrflle 
evidence  of  his  ability  as  a  legisLitor. 

In  Mr.  Butler  was apjiointeil  Commissioner, 

with  Thcsidore  Frelinghuyscn,  to  settle  the  long- 
disputed  boundary  line  between  New  Yoik  and 
New  Jersey,  and  brought  this  difficult  question 
to  a  highly  siitisfactorv-  adjustment.  In  the  autumn 
o*"* ''''33.  before  the  labors  of  the  New  Jersey 
commission  were  terminate  1,  Mr,  Butler  was  ap- 
iMjinted  Attorney -Ceneral  t>f  the  United  States,  in 
place  of  Roser  B.  Tanev,  appointed  Chief  Justice  of 
the  United  States.  A  few  days  before  Mr.  Butler's 
departure  for  \Va.shington  to  enter  upem  the  duties 
of  his  olhce,  the  citizens  of  Albany,  without  distinc- 
tion of  partv,  asseml)le<l  and  publicly  expressed 
their  regard  for  his  virtues  as  acitixen  and  their  ad> 
miration  of  bis  talents  as  a  lawyer.  Among'  those 
who  addressed  the  meeting  wen- StejiliPH  \'ir.  Rei>- 
selaer,  Abraham  Van  \'cc!ilen  an  !  ll.inniiuis 
Blettker. 

In  October,  tSjf),  while  discharging  his  duties 
as  Attorney-General,  Mr.  Butler  was  appointed 
.SecrataiT  oif  War  in  the  Cabinet  of  President  Jack- 
son. He  discharjifed  the  duties  of  the  two  offices 
until  the  4th  of  March,  1837.  In  the  Department 
of  War  there  wxs  at  this  time  a  large  accumulation 
of  business,  owing  to  the  Seminole  war;  but  Mr. 
Butler,  by  bis  assidui^  and  systematic  method, 
brought  up  the  arrean  of  business,  and  leit  the  de> 

partment  in  a  satisfictory  >t  iie  t  ■  his  illastrious 
successor,  Felix  (Jriindv,  of  l  ennessee. 

Tlie  legal  i>pinioiis  feiulered  by  Mr.  Butler  while 
Attorney-General  are  still  read  and  admired  (or 
their  profundity  in  subsunce,  their  perfisction  in 
diction ;  they  are  also  established  as  rdiaUe  pnece- 
dents. 

On  the  4th  of  March,  1837,  President  Van  Biiren 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  administration.  Mr. 
Butler  continued  to  tfiscbaige  the  duties  of  Attor- 
ney-General until  January,  1838,  when  he  resigned 
and  returned  to  the  practice  of  his  profession. 
Within  a  few  months,  however,  the  oflice  of  Utiited 
States  District  .\ttorney  for  the.Stuthcm  Distiiet  of 
New  York  became  vacant,  anil  Mr.  Butler  was  ap- 
pointed to  fill  that  office.  He  dischaiged  these 
duties  until  the  inauguration  of  President  Harrison, 
when  he  resigned!.  Wlien  President  Polk  assumed 
the  executive  tliair  he  tendered  Mr.  Butier  the 
office  of  Sri  relary  olW.ir,  tnit  the  offer  w;\s  re'«pect- 
fully  declined  for  reasons  which  were  entirely  satis- 
factor}'  to  the  President.  Ncjt  long  after,  however, 
the  President  tendered  to  Mr.  Butler  the  office  of 
United  States  District  Attorney  for  the  Southern 
I);>triet.  This  position  Mr.  Biiilcriiid  not  hesitate 
lo  accept,  as  it  did  not  interfere  with  the  duties  of 
his  profession.  He  dischargcti  llitsc  otticial  duties 
tmtil  after  tlie  election  of  Gen.  Taylor,  when  he 
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was  rciiii.vcil  for  political  reasons.  In  tlu'  nit-an- 
limc  .Mr.  Butler  had  become  a  citizen  of  ilie  City 
of  New  York. 

In  the  summer  of  1856  he  made  a  visit  to  Eng- 
buid,  but  reiurncd  vcr)-  soon  to  complete  a  profes- 
sional engigcincnt  of  grc.u  inii>ortance.  Tliis  was 
the  great  case  of  Lnnt  vs.  Curtis,  which  had  been 
before  the  court  for  a  long  time,  and  then 

pcDding  in  the  Court  of  Appeals.  Ue  was  com- 
pelled to  terminate  his  Eojopem  tour  in  order  to 

condiK  t  ihc  arLTunient  of  the  caac  at  A  term  of  the 

court  then  apiir.  .achinj;. 

In  1835  the  Council  of  the  Ulliveni^  of  tlie  Ciiy 
of  New  York  having  decided  to  establish  a  faculty 
of  law  in  that  institittion,  Mr.  Batier  was  requested 
to  prepare  a  plan  for  its  organization.  He  com- 
plied with  the  requesi,  and  on  the  2i>;li  iluv  of  .M.iy, 

1835,  sutimitted  to  Kcv.  J.  N.  Matiicw>,  ilicn 
Chancellor  of  the  Cniversity,  a  document  entitled 
"A  Plan  for  the  Organization  of  a  Law  Faculty 
and  for  a  System  of  Instnictioa  in  Legal  Science  in 
the  University  of  the  City  of  New  Yt)Tk."  His 
]i!an  was  w.irtiily  approved  ly  the  O-uncil  and 
pioniptly  acceplc<l  by  the  most  llattering  resolu- 
tions. 

Mr.  Butler  continued  to  devote  his  entire  ener- 
gies 10  the  duties  of  his  profession ;  but  it  was  a]  1- 

parent  to  friends  that  his  health  was  rapidiv 
failing,  and  tliey  prevailed  u]Min  him  ti>  visit  Europe 
again.  ,\ccor<hni<l\,  in  October,  1868,  he  em- 
barked on  the  steamer  Arago,  Iwund  for  Havre, 
intending  to  remain  abroad  two  years.  On  the 
aptb  of  October  he  landed  at  Havre.  He  visited 
Harfleur  and  Rouen,  and  on  the  3d  of  November 
he  arrived  at  I'aris.  The  next  day  he  wrote  a  loni^ 
and  interesting  letter  to  hi^  sun,  William  Allen 
Butler,  Esq.  In  the  evening  of  that  day  he  was 
taken  ill,  and  his  disease  ramdly  progrased,  and 
finally,  on  the  8th  of  November,  his  euthly  career 
'  ended. 

GRKENE  C.  BRONSON. 

Among  the  illustrious  legists  whose  names  em- 
bellish the  roll  of  lawyers  of  Albany  County  is 
Greme  C.  Bronson,  who  for  twenty  years  and  up- 
ward was  a  gifted  and  successful  contestant  at  ihc 

Alliany  liar. 

He  was  bom  at  Uiica,  (.)neida  County,  N.  Y., 
in  1789.  He  began  his  practice  at  Utica  about 
the  year  1815;  be  early  developed  a  peculiarly 
strong  indidafmind  and  method,  in  recognition  of 
which  ho  w.vs,  oii  Ajiril  13,  iSkj,  appointed  Surro- 
gate of  Ontrida  (  ounl\.  He  discharged  the  duties 
of  this  ollice  lor  two  years  w  ith  singular  ahililv.  In 
the  fall  of  1 82  2  he  was  elected  member  of  Assembly 
from  Oneida  County,  and  was  honored  by  the  por- 
tion as  chairman  of  the  Judiciar)-  Committee.  The 
next  year  he  was  tendered  a  renomination,  Imt  de- 
clined, and  devoted  himself  to  his  profession. 

On  February  27,  1829,  he  was  appointed  .Attor- 
ney-General ol  the  State,  the  .successor  of  S;»muel 
A.  Talcott,  universally  acknowledged  one  of  the 
greatest  of  American  lawyers.  Mr.  Bronson  dls- 
charsjed  the  dutic>  of  this  office  till  January  u, 

1836,  wheu  he  was  apfMjinted  one  of  the  Justices  of 


I  the  Supreme  Court.  We  shouhl  have  Said  that 
about  the  time  he  was  appointed  Attorney-General 
he  removed  to  Albany,  where  he  resitted  over 
twenty  successive  years. 

On  March  5,  1845,  he  was  appointed  Chief  Jus- 
tice of  the  Stale,  in  place  of  lion.  Samuel  Nelson, 
appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  United  States.  Few  members  of  the  American 
Bench  rank  higher  than  Judge  Bronson ;  the  opin- 
ions written  by  him  always  command  the  respect 
and  admiration  of  the  student  and  the  i)ractitioner  ; 
the  ingenuity  and  exactness  with  which  they  are 
written,  their  j)olemical  strength  anil  the  extent  of 
their  erudition,  are  hardly  equaled  by  those  of  any 
other  judge.  He  occupied  the  Bench  as  Chitt 
Justice  two  years,  when  he  resigned,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Samuel  lk'ard>ley,  the  l.cst  of  the  C'hief 
JustieeN  under  the  Con-iiitvition  of  1S21. 

In  1853  he  was  appointed  Collector  of  the  Port 
of  New  York,  and  removed  from  Albany  to  that 
city.  In  1859  he  was  Corporation  Counsel  for  the 
City  of  New  York,  serving  undl  1863,  when  he  re- 
tired ti '  pri\  ale  life. 

In  politics  Judge  Bronson  was  a  Democrat,  and 
during  the  divisions  of  the  Democratic  party  into 
Hard  Shell  and  Soft  Shell  fitctioos,  he  was  the 
leader  of  the  Hard  Shell  wing.   Some  of  his 

>lieerhrs  <leli\  oreil  in  defense  of  his  jiositionCTCated 
marked  attention  ihroULihout  the  nation  for  the 
skill  ol  their  argument,  the  tieaiity  and  strength  of 
their  diction,  and,  more  than  all,  for  their  boldness, 
and,  as  the  oppoeition  journals  termed,  for  their 
audacity. 

Judge  Bronson  died  in  the  City  of  New  Yoric, 
September  3,  1863. 

MARCUS  T.  REYNOLDS. 

During  a  period  of  twenty-six  years  MatcusT. 
Reynolds  was  one  of  the  leading  mem  here  of  the 

.Mbany  Bar.  The  history  of  his  career  during  that 
time  is  the  history  eif  the  Supreme  Court,  Court  (or 
the  Correction  ofErrorsand  the  Court  of  ,'\ppeals. 
For  ten  years  previous  to  that  time  he  often  ap- 
peared in  the  different  courts  that  held  their  sit- 
tings in  Albany;  an  examination  of  the  reports 
of  the  cases  argued  in  the  Appellate  Courts  of  the 
State  from  1817  to  1S53  shows  that  Mr.  Reynolds 
represented  more  cases  adjudicated  in  the  Supreme 
Court  and  Court  of  Eiron  than  abnost  any  other 
lawyor  in  the  State. 
He  was  bom  at  Florida,  Montgomery  County, 

j  N.  Y.,  December  22,  1788.  When  he  was  ten 
years  of  age  he  was  placed  in  a  high  scIkmiI  at 

j  tianajoharie,  where  he  remained  three  years.  Leav- 
ing Canajoharie,  he  entered  a  collegiate  school  at 
Utica,  where  he  was  fitted  for  college.  In  1805  he 
entered  Union  College,  from  whence,  in  1808,  he 
was  graduateil,  standing  second  in  his  class. 

While  in  college  he  developed  those  ]K>lcinital 
and  elocutionary  talents,  tliat  kc*en  and  sparkling 
writ,  which  di>t:iiguished  him  as  an  advocate.  Hav- 
ing graduated,  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  diat  trtdy  great  lawyer,  Matthias  &  Hil- 
dreth,  of  Johnstown.  N.  V.     Mr.  llildreth  was  for 

1  several  years  Atlorney-Cicaeral  of  the  State. 


Digitized  by  Google 


140 


msTORr  OF  THE  comrnr  of  albant. 


Youqg  Reynolds  was  a  particular  favorite  with 
his  learned  preceptor,  who  spared  no  pains  in 
advancing  his  student  in  at  iiinnn^  that  knowledge 
ncc(.--sary  for  a  profound  aii'l  --mccsslul  law)'er. 
<  )n  <  )cti>ber  I2,  iSii,  Rcyii  •  N  '  is  called  to  the 
Bar.  About  this  time  Addison  Gardner,  Samuel 
Stevens,  John  A.  Collier,  Charles  OX^onor, 
William  n.  S^'wanl.  (.\dcn  Hofbuto  and  Alonzo 
C.  ra;;c         called  to  the  Bar. 

Mr.  Reynolds  began  hts  practice  at  Johnstown, 
N.  Y.;  b^  be  was  compelled  to  contend  with 
Daniel  Cadj,  of  whom  it  may  be  said  he  was  a 
gladiator  in  the  Icpal  arena  of  unconnnon  [irciw- 
css.  UUicr  eminent  lawyers  iKrcarae  the  antago- 
nists of  Mr.  Reynolds,  and  in  contending  with 
legal  giants  he  rapidly  grew  to  be  one  himself 

He  continued  to  practice  at  Johnstown  until 
iSiS',  when  he  removed  to  Albany,  where  he  -]'cnt 
the  remainder  of  his  life,  and  where  be  retained 
that  {I  M:ion  which  has  given  him  an  nndying  fiime 

in  ihf  It  -al  history  of  the  State. 

llic  lt.L,Ml  sjieeches  of  Mr.  Reynokis  were 
natural,  easy,  ii  plt  te  with  argument,  never  too 
artificial,  and  recherche.  His  gestures  were  very 
few,  generally  with  hb  right  arm  and  forefinger, 
occasionally  dropping  the  palm  of  his  left  luind 
upon  the  table,  if  one  was  before  him  ;  if  not,  he 
balanced  it  before  him  in  an  easy,  natural  manner. 

He  had  the  fitculty  of  passing  from  ' '  grave  to 
gay,  from  livdy  to  seveie,*  with  sarprisHng  facility. 
This  is  illustrated  by  his  anruments  in  ia>es  like 
Jtfaieevs.  Peck,  and  cases  like  I'/w  Peo/Ic  \s.  J.nm- 
f  r,  v.  So  widely  did  those  intellectual  etforls  dilTer 
from  each  other  that  a  stranger  would  naturally 
have  believed  them  to  be  the  prcniuctions  of 
different  minds.  The  former  ca.se  involved  the 
consideraiion  of  mere  abstract  questions  of  law, 
and  his  argument  al/oundeil  in  nothing  but  reason, 
relieved  by  no  lucid  narration — no  appeal  to  the 
feelings — no  address  to  the  imaginati<jn,  and  yet  it 
was  an  intellectual  triumph ;  those  who  listened  to 
him  could  hardly  think  it  possible  for  a  feeling  of 
pathos,  sympathy  or  pleasantry  ever  to  enter  his 
bosom,  Sip  thoroughly  |iros,iic  was  his  sjieech. 
Liimprey  w;is  tried  for  the  murder  of  his  own 
nephew.  There  were  many  circumstances  in  the 
case  which  appealed  strongly  to  sympadiy,  and 
Mr.  Reynolds  interposed  a  tx>werful  and  successful 
defense,  founded  not  only  up<in  the  facts,  but 
upon  grave  and  intricate  tpiesiions  of  law.  His 
address  to  the  jury  was  an  inimitable  specimen  of 
legal  oratory.  It  was  often  enlivened  by  momen- 
tary displaj's  of  wit  and  humor ;  it  abounded  in 
exquisitely  wrought  passages,  in  which  pathos  and 
argument  were  interfused.  Fa  en  on  the  discussion 
of  the  legal  questions  in  this  case,  "he  cast  the 
playful  hues  of  his  fancy  ;  "  so  that  it  was  difficult 
to  determine  whether  at  the  bar  he  was  the  giant 
or  magician — ^Briareus  or  Prospero. 

He  carried  his  cases  by  being  thoroughly  imbucki 
witli  them  himsi-lf  and  then,  liy  a  clear  and  well- 
defined  staiemciil  to  court  ami  jury,  imparting  the 
impression  that  be  bad  no  doubt  of  the  right  of  his 
case.  Before  a  jury  he  had  a  sort  of  magnetic  power. 


by  which  he  photograpbe<I  his  own  ideas  and  rea^ 
sons  upon  the  mina  m  the  jury. 

Many  years  l>eforc  his  death  In  was  thrown  from 
a  horse  ;  the  fall  produced  an  iiinn\  to  one  of  his 
knee-pans  of  such  a  serious  charai  ter  that  ampu- 
tation became  necessary.  Immediately  after  the 
accident  he  was  taken  into  a  store,  and  the  wound 
was  examined  by  one  of  the  most  skillful  surgeons 
in  Albany,  who  became  convinced  that  amputation 
must  inevitabl}  follow,  and  ho  ~i >  informed  the  suf- 
ferer, stating  further  that  ijcrhaps  it  had  better  be 
done  on  the  following  day. 

"  I  wish  you  to  proceed  instantly.  I  cannot  have 
the  matter  upon  my  mind,"  said  Reynolds.  The 
surgeon  obevcd.  This  was  Ik r' 're  chloroform  was 
used  by  surgeons,  but  Mr.  RcynoUls  submitted  to 
the  operation  without  a  groan.  After  tlie  loss  of 
his  leg  he  generally  conducted  his  causes  sitting. 

In  person  be  was  slightly  above  the  ordimuy 
stature ;  his  frame  was  slender,  but  wdl  propor- 
tioned ;  in  his  earlier  years  his  form  was  more 
athletic.  His  face  was  thin  :  his  high  rorehc-ad 
evinced  intellectual  power :  he  li\<-d  a  life  of  devo- 
tion to  his  profession.  no\or  seeking  or  holding 

fublic  oflice.  Simple  and  retired  in  bis  tastes  and 
abits,  a  warm  and  generous  IHend,  an  open  and 
manly  adversary.  Many  of  the  religious,  charita- 
ble and  literary  institutions  of  Albany  are  indebted 
to  Urn  for  peconiaiy  aid  and  valuable  assistance. 
For  many  yeata  he  was  a  member  of  St  Peter's 
Church,  and  for  a  long  time  one  of  the  vestry. 

In  his  social  relation",  Mr.  Reynolds  pos,sessed 
those  iiualiiies  which  accompany  a  refined  and  sen- 
sitive mind,  causing  him  to  be  greatly  betored 
in  the  sacred  circle  of  home. 

He  died  on  the  i3tfa  of  July,  1864,  in  the  seven- 
ty-seventh year  of  his  age. 

Ten  years  previous  to  his  death,  owing  to  ill 
health,  he  retired  from  the  liar,  and  nearly  with- 
drew from  former  associations  and  society.  At  last 
hii  q)lendid  intellect  vanished,  and  his  last  yean 
were  passed  in  mental  darkness. 

SAMUEL  .STKVENS. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  give  a  history  of 
the  Bar  of  Albany  without  some  description  of 
Cien.  Samuel  Stevens.  From  the  year  1837 
down  to  the  adoption  of  the  Code  of  Procedure 
Samuel  Stevens,  Marcus  T.  Reynolds  and  Nicholas 
Hill  were,  j>erhaps,  three  of  the  m<«»t  prominent 
lawyers  in  tlio  State.  They  were  constantly  engaged 
in  the  principal  courts,  often  on  the  same  side^ 
but  more  frequently  opposed  to  eadt  other. 

Gen.  Steven  was  a  lawyer  of  rare  accomplish- 
ments, an  advocate  of  great  power.  Like  Ogden 
Hoffinan,  he  contrived  to  give  interest  to  a  liry  de- 
tail of  feels  by  a  happy  adaptation  of  his  mind  to 
them  ;  he  could,  on  the  instant,  select  from  a 
variety  of  matters  those  which  would  make  the  best 
appearance  and  be  least  exposed  to  observation 
and  to  answer.  "  He  could  estimate  the  probable 
case  whioh  was  hid  in  his  adversary's  brief,  and 
prepare  his  own  to  elude  its  foroe.  "  .\s  a  speaker 
he  was  as  effective  before  the  court  as  either  Hill  or 
R^nolds ;  as  a  jniy  lawyer  be  wM  mors  soocessfiil 
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than  the  former,  because  he  was  more  emoiional, 
more  vivacious  and  more  vehemeoL  His  gesticu^ 
brtkm  was  active  and  freqaeot,  and  he  often  illot- 
tnUed  Ida  argument  with  a  humorous  story  which 
contained  force  and  point :  liis  good  nature  always 
Iire\ailcd  at  tlic  Har,  accompanied  by  an  incisive 
wit  ever  at  bii>  command,  c\or  agreeable,  because 
it  never  docended  to  uiTcnsive  satire.  In  his  man- 
ner he  tns  what  might  be  called  free  and  easy; 
like  Martin  Grover,  when  at  the  Bar,  his  mouth  was 
always  occupied  by  a  (]uid  nf  tuliacin,  by  no 
means  inliniiessimal  in  size.  He  was  popular  with 
the  people,  and  thus  he  had  one  quality  of  the  suc- 
cessful politician.  He  was  first  known  to  the  polit- 
ical wond  as  one  of  the  ablest  and  most  eloquent 
snpporteraof  DeWitl  Clinton  in  the  State. 

In  1835  he  represented  his  native  county.  Wash- 
ington, in  the  Assembly,  and  althougii  inie  of  its 
youngest  members,  he  was  regarded  as  the  leader 
of  the  Clintonian  party  in  that  body.  In  1827 
he  was  again  elected  to  the  Assembly.  In  Feb- 
mary  of  that  year  he  delivered  a  .speech  in  the 
IIuiisc  on  that  part  of  the  (iovcmor's  Message 
which  referred  to  internal  improvements.  This 
qMech  gave  bioi  a  State  reputation  as  an  ingenious 
reaaoner  and  an  aooomplished  legislative  debater. 
He  afterward  identified  himself  wiUi  the  Whig 
party,  and  in  the  I.e<rislati\ e  Caucus  held  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1839,  was  .sirungly  sustained  for  candidate 
for  'Atl..rney-(ieneral  r  Willis  Hall,  of  New  York, 
was,  however,  the  successful  candidate,  on  a  vote 
of  4$  to  4t.  He  was  never  again  belixe  tiie  pub- 
lic for  any  civil  ofllcr,  excepting,'  once  when  he  was 
nominated  lor  Lieuteii,nu-(  invernor. 

In  personal  ajijiearance  (it-n.  Stevens  differed 
maieriully  from  both  Hill  and  Reynolds  ;  he  was 
short,  thickset,  tending  to  corpulency  ;  his  eye- 
lids were  always  partly  closed,  as  though  the)-  were 
affected  by  the  lipht.  He  was  of  nervous  tempera- 
ment, active,  cnert^etic  and  restless. 

The  names  of  Hill,  Reynolds  and  Stevens  arc 
strongly  associated  together ;  at  the  Albany  Bar 
there  was  scaioehr  a  case  of  importance  tried 
in  which  one  oi^  the  tiiree  did  not  appear  as 
Coun.sel. 

Gen.  .Stevens  was  not  so  long  identified  with 
the  .\lbany  Bar  iis  Hill  and  Reynolds,  but  he  has 
left  on  its  history  a  name  and  fame  of  which  this 
Bar  may  be  justly  proud. 

He  was  for  a  time  a  partner  of  James  Edwards, 
Esq.,  a  distinguished  member  of  the  All>any  Jiar, 
and  afterward  iu-  was  the  law  |)ariiier  ul'  Peter 
Cadger,  under  the  firm  name  of  Stevens  &  Cagger, 
which  became  one  of  the  most  powerful  in  tiie 
SlalC^  and  continued  for  several  years. 

JOHN  C.  SPENCFR. 

John  C.  Spfnofr,  ranking  among  the  ablest  of 
American  lawyers,  was  for  many  years  a  member 
of  the  Albany  Bar.  Here  be  achieved  bis  greatest 
legal  and  political  triumphs.  His  name  is  not 
only  identified  with  the  le^  bat  with  the  political 
history  of  the  State. 

The  political  career  of  De  Witt  Clinton  is  laigely 
blended  with  that  of  John  C.  Spencer. 


He  was  born  at  Hudson,  N.  Y.,  August  I  a,  1786; 
be  was  a  son  of  Ambrose  Spencer,  to  whom  we 
have  often  referred  in  tiits  work.  From  his  earliest 

years  he  was  accustomed  to  the  society  of  distin- 
gui.slie<l.  learned  and  giftc*!  men.  His  first  knowl- 
edj;e  of  politics  was  drawn  fioni  witnessing  the  con- 
test of  our  great  American  pioiiticians  who  flour- 
ished in  the  eailj  part  of  the  present  century.  He 
saw  how  canaes  were  tried  by  witnessing  the  legal 
contests  of  Hamilton,  Burr,  Hoffman,  Emmet  and 

other  great  lawyers. 

He  prepared  for  college  at  Hudson  .\cademy, 
and  entered  Union  College  in  1799.  During  his 
coUegtate  course  a  friendship  b^an  between  him- 
self and  Dr.  Nott — afterward  for  many  years  the' 

distinguished  president  'if  that  college  —  which 
warmed  as  it  ripened,  and  coiumued  until  the  death 
of  Mr.  Spencer. 

As  a  student  young  Spencer  was  distinguished 
for  close  and  thorough  application  to  his  studica, 
for  the  same  thoughtful  reserve,  the  same  dignified 
reticence,  which  marked  his  character  as  a  lawyer, 
legislator  and  cabinet  minister. 

In  July,  1803,  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  .Sjx-ncer 
graduated  with  scholarly  honors  exceedingly  grati- 
fying to  all  lus  friends.  On  leaving  college  he 
began  the  $tudy  of  law  witii  his  distinguished 
fattier.  In  Iul\',  iSry,  he  was  called  to  the  Bar  ; 
very  s<  >on  after  this  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  a 
daughter  of  James  Scott  Smith,  a  highly  respected 
citiaen  of  New  York  City.  Miss  Smith  was  a  lady  of 
rare  accomplishments,  with  tiiat  high  cast  of  diar- 
acter  which  eminently  i|n;i!ifi-il  her  for  the  wife  of 
John  C.  Spencer.  At  this  time  \\  eslern  New  York, 
though  mostly  a  wilderness,  was  attracting  the  at- 
tention of  the  enterprising  and  intelligent  people  of 
the  eastern  and  aoathem  pans  of  the  State.  TIm 
beauty  of  its  scenery,  embellished  by  lakes,  riven 
and  hills,  with  their  grand  old  forests,  and  its 
prospects  for  s|><:edy  settlement  and  futwe  glCit* 
ness,  were  vividly  portrayed  by  tourists. 

Among  those  who  decideu  to  emigrate  to  that 
country  was  Mr.  &)enoer,  and  in  September,  1809, 
he  became  a  resident  of  Dinandugua.  Vi^th  a 
few  law  books  and  fifteen  dollars  in  money  he 
began  tliat  pro)■es^ional  career  whiv  h  has  rendered 
his  name  meiuorabie  in  the  .State  and  nation. 

He  used  to  describe,  in  a  pleasing  manner,  the 
first  diimcr  of  which  he  and  his  wife  paitook  in 
their  "own  hired  house"  at  Canandaigua. 

'•Our  meal  was  served  on  a  plain  kitchen  table. 
I  was  seated  on  a  cheap,  old-fashioned  l hair- -the 
only  one  we  boasted  of -  and  Mrs.  Spencer  occu- 
pied a  common  wooden  stooL  But  everything  on 
the  table,  though  simple,  was  nicely  cooked,  and 
we  enjoyed  oar  meal  with  a  relish  never  equaled 
at  rh.:  more  sumptaoDi  repaata  of  oar  more  pros- 
perous il.iys. " 

In  I  V  Ontario  County  embraced  within  its 
limits  all  that  territory  included  within  the  Ckwa- 
ties  of  Yates  and  Wa)  nc,  together  with  all  that 
part  of  Monroe  and  Livingston  lying  east  of  the 
(icnescc  River.  Alter  Mr.  Spencer  became  a  resi- 
dent of  Western  New  York  the  po]iulatio!i  rapidly 
increased,  and  its  great  agricultural  and  other  ad- 
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vantBges  fieveloporl  to  a  surprising  ilegroc.  The 
Ontario  liar  became  unc  of  tbc  must  eminent  in 
tile  Stat^  at  the  head  of  which  Mr.  Spencer  always 
nood. 

In  Pebniaiy,  1818,  he  was  appointed  by  Gov. 

Tompkins  Prusecuting,  or  Distrirt,  Attorney 
for  llie  live  western  lounties  of  tlie  St.ite.  It  was 
a  position  if  Ljreal  re>j)i msibiiity  and  l.ibor,  but  lie 
discharged  his  duties  with  great  alacrity  and  suc- 
cess. In  the  spring  of  1817  he  was  elected  a  rep- 
resentative in  Congress,  tstking  his  seat  in  that 
body  December  i,  1817,  remaining  in  the  House 
during  its  fiftceiuii  session.  While  in  C  ompress  he 
received  the  nomination  for  United  St^ues  .Senator 
by  the  Clintonian  members  of  the  Legislature. 
Col.  Samuel  Young  and  Rufus  King  were  his 
opponents.  He  received  64  votes,  tJol.  Young 
57;  but  Mr.  King  was  elected.  For  a  politician  as 
young  as  Mr.  Spencer  then — only  twenty-eight 
years  of  age  this  development  of  strengUi  was 
exceedingly  llattering  to  turn.  In  the  autumn  of 
1819  he  was  elected  member  of  Assembly,  and 
when  the  Legislature  convened  on  January  2,  1820, 
Mr.  S|)encer  was  chosen  Sjwaker.  lie  was  re- 
cleLjcd  in  the  fall  of  18.' i,  and  again  a  candidate 
fur  >[)eaker,  but  was  defeated  by  a  few  votes.  He 
was  elected  to  the  Legislatures  of  1  $3 1  and  1833. 

Mr.  Spencer  repreaented  the  old  Seventh  Sena- 
torial District  in  the  State  Senate  from  i8s$  to  the 
close  of  the  year  1828.  He  left  the  impressions  cjf 
his  great  learning  and  genius  on  the  records  ot 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  and 
many  enactmrmta  of  impoitanoe  which  malie  a 
prominent  part  of  our  legal  structure  owe  their 
existence  to  his  learning  and  genius. 

In  1826  the  abduction  of  Mor,i;.n)  crcited  an 
unparalleled  excitement  in  the  .'>;ate.  r>i  secure 
the  conviction  of  the  abductors  the  great  abihties 
of  Spencer  were  invoked,  and  he  was  appointed  by 
Gov.  Van  Buren  a  special  paUic  prosecutor  lor 
that  occasion. 

But  so  skillfully  and  so  secretly  was  the  crime 
committed  that  all  eflorls  of  Mr.  Spencer,  aided 
by  the  power  of  the  Stat^  failed  to  bring  the  cul- 
prits to  justice^  and  the  mystery  which  hung  over 
the  affiiir  at  tint  time  rests  upon  it  now.  Out  of 
it  grew  the  .^nti-Ma.sonic  party,  tlie  found.itions  of 
which  were  laid  by  'Ihurlow  \\\;t  d,  William  II. 
Seward,  John  C.  Sjiencer,  Freiierick  Whiitlesy, 
Bates  Cook  and  others.  For  a  time  it  was  very 
powerful,  particularly  in  the  western  part  of  the 
State.  It  was  short-lived,  however,  and  soon 
withered  away,  or,  ratiicr,  was  absorbed  by  the 
Whig  party,  which  was  founded  on  broader  princi- 
ples of  Mau-  polity. 

Mr.  Spencer,  with  Seward^  Weed  and  others, 
became  leaden  of  the  Whig  pttr^. 

In  the  autumn  of  1836  he  removed  from  Canan- 
daigua  to  Albany,  where  he  resided  the  remainder 
oi  his  life.  He  aided  materially  in  the  election  of 
Gen.  Harrison,  who  died  very  soon  after  assum- 
ing the  executive  chair.  John  Tyler,  who  sac- 
succeeded  him,  appointed  Mr.  Spencer  his  Secre- 
tary of  War.  and  iliouLjh  the  \\1iig  part}  di>N'iIved 
all  connccliun  wilii  Tyler,  S|>cnccr  continued  to 


adhere  to  him  ihroUf^h  his  administration.  He 
advocated  the  election  of  Gen.  Taylor  and 
the  election  of  Gen.  Scott  After  the  Presiden- 
tial election  of  185a  he  never  mingled  in  politica. 
This,  in  brief,  was  Ae  career  of  John  C  Spencer 
as  a  fHilitii  ian  ;  the  history  of  his  legal  career 
would  hi!  \olumcs.  A  distinguished  part  (if 
his  legal  work  was  in  the  part  he  took  as  one  of 
the  revisers  of  tlie  New  York  Statutes.  Gov. 
Clinton  died  on  Febraary  38,  1828.  Before  bis 
death  he  appointed  commissioneis  for  the  revis- 
ion of  the  Statutes ;  they  were  John  C.  Spencer, 
Ji'lm  DuLT  and  Benjamin  F.  Ihitler.  These  gen- 
tlemen were  selected  for  their  high  standing  as 

I lawyers,  regarded,  as  they  were,  as  the  most 
learned  of  the  profanion  in  the  State.  The  success- 
ittl  manner  in  which  they  discharged  their  duty  is 
I  too  well  known  to  need  comment  here.  The  Re- 
vised Statutes  of  the  State  of  New  York  are  grand 
and  enduring  monuments  of  the  genius,  the  learn- 
ing, the  purity  and  wisdom  of  JpbQ  ^ 
John  Duer  and  Benjamin  P.  Butler.  Though, 
through  the  ii-.n.  ivation  of  subseipient  law-makers 
and  codiiK  r-.  many  of  their  sections  have  been  re- 
pealed, yet  many  remain,  indispensable  to  the 
practicing  lawyer. 

In  1841;  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  codifying 
commissioners,  but  to  the  great  regret  of  the  judi- 
ciary, the  profession  and  the  public  be  declined 

the  apjiointnieiit  and  retired  to  private  life. 

Few  men  were  more  beloved  m  Albany  than 
Mr.  S|)enccr ;  its  public  interests  seemed  to  be  his 
interest,  and  his  relations  to  its  sode^  were  of  the 
most  pleasing  nature.  To  his  efforts  the  Albany 
Hospital  owes,  in  a  measure,  its  existence.  As 
\\.i.s  said  l>y  a  dislinguishe<l  citizen  of  Albany, 
speaking  of  the  hospital.  "  Its  interests  and  welfare 
never  ceased  to  occupy  his  mind ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt  his  agency  in  its  foundation  was  a  ridt  con> 
solation  on  his  bed  of  deatL" 

The  State  Asylum  for  Idiots  is  another  institu- 
tii-iii  which  owes  muth  ti>  his  influence  and 
generosity.  In  many  other  benignant  and  {>ublic 
matters  his  name  is  honorably  identified.  He  tx)n- 
tinued  tiie  dispenser  of  charities,  public  and 
private,  undl  his  death. 

About  the  middle  of  May,  1^54.  he  visited  the 
City  of  New  York,  being  then  an  invalid.  While  there 
his  tlisea.se  t<H>k  a  more  violent  and  dangerous 
turn,  which  rendered  it  apparent  that  the  life  of  the 
great  statesman  and  lawyer  was  about  to  dose.  He 
lingen  d  until  about  the  20th  of  May,  when  he 
quieily  and  peacefully  passed  away.  He  was  then 
in  the  M\t}-eighth  year  of  his  age. 

In  tlie  lovely  cemetery  of  Albany,  among  all  the 
beautiful  and  artistic  monuments  which  embellish 
it,  siicaking  iu  silent  language  of  reqwct  for  the 
dead,  none  is  oftener  vidtea,  none  elidts  more 

\eneration,  or  brings  up  historic  ass<.>cialions  more 
vividly,  than  the  shaft  which  commemorates  the 
spot  where  repose  the  remains  of  John  C  S^ienoer. 

JAMES  EDWARD6L 

Mr.  J.\MKs    F.nwARDS  was  a  member  of  the 
I  .\lbauy  liar,  who.se  professional  acquiremenu,  ' 
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acbolarlyattainmaitsaiid  high  character  gave  him 
a  State  reputation. 

He  was  bom  in  Greenfield,  Saratoga,  N.  Y., 

December  9,  1799.  He  remnvod  to  Allmny  in 
1816  ;  here  he  bei^an  the  stmly  of  law  in  llu-  dflit  e 
of  his  uncle,  Hon.  Alfred  Fo<ne,  at  that  time  one 
of  the  moat  eminent  laM>7er8  in  Albany.  In  1833, 
at  a  term  of  the  Sapreme  Coart  lield  In  Albany,  he 
was  atlniitteil  to  the  Kar,  and  sonn  afterward 
fornu'd  a  partnership  with  Gen.  Samuel  Sti.\c(is, 
wliox-  Im.  ii^rapliy  ajipcars  in  this  work.  i  he  laisi- 
ness  <>|  the  tirtn  was  large  and  important,  extend- 
ing into  very  many  of  the  connties  of  Centra)  and 
Southern  New  York. 

To  use  the  langraage  of  the  Albany  Argus,  "  Mr. 
Edwards  l)riHi<,'ht  t<.)  his  ]irnitit  e  inan\'  adniir.ilile 
qualifications.  He  was  always  distinguii>)ied  for 
his  sound  practical  jadgment,  his  solid  legal  attain- 
ments, his  promptness  and  accuracy  iu  business, 
energy,  firmness  and  integrity  of  character, 
and  conscientious  fidelity  to  the  interests  of  his 
clients.  AmonjT  his  clients  and  friends  and  the 
citi/ens  of  Albany  lie  was  always  rej^arded  as 
a  most  substantial,  upright  and  leading  man.  He 
was  kind-hearted,  true  in  his  fiiendship,  warm  and 
jjenerous  in  his  sympathies,  ever  open  to  the 
apja'als  onhe  fMjor  and  sufl'erinjj,  and  ever  seeking 
to  rule  his  life  in  accordance  with  Christian  princi- 
ples. He  was  a  liberal-minded,  public-spirited 
and  valuable  citizen,  always  seeking  a  warm  inter- 
est in  all  measures  for  the  promotioD  of  public  in- 
terests." 

Mr.  I'dwards  died  .suddenly  on  Majsi,  1868, 

aged  sixty-nine  }  cars. 

AZOR  lABOR. 

AtoK  Tabok  was  bora  at  Knox,  in  the  County  of 

Albany,  ^fay  1,  i7>;8.  .\fter  a  careful  aii<l  thor- 
ough classii.d  ediuaticn  lie  entered  the  ollice  of 
Jtjliii  Laiisinif.  (  iianccllor  of  the  State,  where  he 
prepared  for  the  Bar.  After  his  admission  to  prac- 
tice he  opened  an  office  at  Albanj.  A  prosperous 
and  distinguished  legal  business  opened  to  him, 
and  he  pursued  a  long  and  honorable  career  at  the 
Bar.  He  ranked  ainonfs' the  (M.  -t  lawyers  of  the 
State,  di-scharging  the  duties  ol  a  veiy  large  legal 
practice  with  fidelity  and  capad^,  which  com- 
manded universal  approbation. 
His  chosen  pn  ifcssion  was  his  almost  exclusive 

pursuit  Krotn  this  he  was  rarely  tempted  tO  turn 
aside.  The  only  |n  isitii  in  he  ever  held  was  State 
Senator  from  the  All.  iii\  i -trict.  He  was  elected 
in  November,  1851;  took  bis  scat  in  the  Senate 
lufy  6,  185a.  dowag  his  Senatoriai  career  Decem- 
ber 31,  1854.  As  a  member  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee— as  an  occasional  ileh.uer—  he  exlnhiteil 
that  power  and  iiini]i.is>  nf  niinil.  timt  extraor- 
dinary condensation  of  language,  which  rentiered 
him  so  distinguished  at  the  Bar.  But  as  his  am- 
bilion  was  confined  to  his  profession,  he  bad  no 
taste  for  legislative  honors,  and,  declining  a  re- 
nomination,  he  left  the  Senate  and  a  nioxi  ii.  .not- 
able Scnaiori.ii  record,  to  pursue  without  interrup- 
tion his  dutii-N  at  the  Rir. 
In  Apnl,  1833,  he  ibrmed  a  portnciship  with  that 


accomplished  lawyer  and  highly  esteemed  citizen, 
Amos  Dean.  This  rdation  was  highly  advantap 
geous  to  both  parties  and  continued  several  years. 

In  1S54,  owing  to  failing  health,  he  retired  frf>m 
the  jiroR'Ssion  and  became  a  resident  of  Kno.x,  his 
nati\e  town,  where,  on  June  10,  1855,  he  died. 

As  has  well  been  said,  "  his  life  was  that  of  an 
honest,  earnest,  able  man,  and  he  left  a  raemoiy 
ti|)on  which  there  is  no  stain." 

In  the  <  iiarai  ii i  .4  .\/or  Tabor  the  strength  and 
\ii.''>ror  nianh<H.d  •-ofifneil  by  the  ^-eiitleness 
of  manners  and  tastes  whicli  lielong  to  and  adorn 
tJie  other  sex.  We  may  say  without  afTcctalion  that 
the  history  of  the  Albanj  JBar  ia  enriched  and  em- 
bellished by  bis  leaning;  his  onoslentatiotts  and 
yet  powerful  doquence,  and  by  his  virtuous  and 
blameless  life. 

AMOS  DEAN. 

Anos  Deaw  was  bom  at  Barnard,  Vt.,  January 

16,  1803.  Like  many  other  prominent  lawyers  and 
jurists  of  this  Stale,  he  acquireil  his  early  eilucation 
in  the  common  scln  m  >Is,  where  he  pre])arc<l  for  the 
great  calling  of  teaching.  Engaged  in  this  occupa- 
tion, be  sustained  himself  while  puisoing  nis 
acatiemic  course  i)rcparator>'  to  entering  college. 
He  entered  I'nion  College  in  1823,  and  graduated 
from  tin  lu  e  in  i  S26. 

At  this  time  his  uncle,  Jabcz  IX  Hammond,  a 
ilistinguished  lawyer  and  w  ritcr,  was  in  parmersbip 
with  that  illustrious  judge,  Alfred  Conkling. 

Mr.  Dean  began  the  study  of  law  in  th«r  office; 
he  was  a  diligent  student;  one  of  those  de- 
liglited  in  the  nice  distinctions  and  the  philosophy 
of  the  law  as  a  science.  Intricate  and  dry  as  is  the 
study  of  law  to  some,  to  young  Dean  it  had 
attractions  that  amounted  to  nsdnation;  and  so  he 

I  came  to  -tudv  it  a^  a  matter  of  recreation,  blending 
instruction  with  de!if.'hl,  l,ong  I Kjfbre  Ws  admis- 
sion he  had  the  gratification  of  hearing  his  uncle 
say:  "Amos  is  a  ver)-  thoroughly  re.id  lawyer 
already." 

He  was  admitted  to  practice  at  the  May  Tenn 
of  the  Supreme  Court  in  18x9,*  and  went  at  oncB 
assiduous  ly  and  eamesdj  to  the  work  of  his  pio> 

fervsion. 

:  For  several  years,  and  during  the  earlier  period 
of  his  practice,'  be  was  associated  with  Azor  Tabor, 
then  recognised  as  one  of  the  most  eminent  of  the 

Albany  Bar.    S  u  ,  the  Alhanv  Ei>eni>ig  fiiurmtl  : 
"  Profess,  ,r  I  h:iu  never  assumed  to  attain  celebrity 

I as  an  advocate  before  juries.  While  he  possessed 
marked  abilities  as  an  oiator,  which  could  have 
been  educated  to  an  eminent  oider  by  practice,  his 
instincts  and  tastes  led  him  to  another  field  of  in- 
dustry in  his  profession.  His  amiability  of  dispo- 
sition, his  natural  reserve,  his  kindly  nature,  his 
guilclessness  and  his  overtl.  .wing  charity  reiHjUed 
him  from  the  theatre  of  i  ioir^si.  .nal  strife  and  con- 
flict He  was  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  duties  of 
the  office  and  the  counsel  room.  Here  he  became 
eniiu- !ii  f. .r  wisdom,  prudence  and  sagacity. 
1  hcM.-  qualities,  added  to  that  higher  and  nobler 
I  one  of  an  nnhnpeadiable  intcgri^-,  brou^t  to  Urn 
j  clients,  success  and  fiune 
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"Professor  Dean  was  a  scholar  liy  ctlucation, 
study  and  taste.  This  led  him  to  api'rcciatc  (lie 
benefits  of  a  popular  education,  and  to  aid  in  its 
popular  advancemeot  Impelled  bv  such  purposes, 
he  conceived,  in  euhr  muuiood,  toe  ptan  of  estab- 
Hshinv'  associations  lor  the  memttil  improvenieiit  of 
young  men. 

"In  1833  he  g-athercd  about  him  .1  iVw  young 
friends  of  kindred  tastes  in  an  ofljce  in  Albany,  ami 
there  planted  the  germ  of  the  "Albany  Young 
Men's  Association."  From  this  beginning  hun- 
dreds of  kindreil  institutions  that  have  since  blest 
the  countr}'  by  thrir  Sicntliccnt  iulUiciiLcs  abroiil. 

"Up<^>n  the  organization  of  this  associalitjn,  Mr. 
Dean  was  unanimously  selected  as  its  first  prcsi- 
deut.  JBjr  the  eneigy  and  sagacity  of  his  admin  s- 
tration  the  foundation  of  that  noote  edifice  of  |  ><  p 
ular  education,  from  whidl,  for  so  many  ycar^>,  so 
tnuch  moral  and  intellectual  light  has  been  shed 
ujKtn  the  youth  of  our  city,  and  which  has  been 
the  model  for  so  many  like  structures  in  all  sec- 
dons  of  tfie  Union. 

"  In  1833  he  was  associated  with  Drs.  March  and 
Armsby  in  csiablishiiig  tlic  Allttnv  ^h^liical  Colli-ge; 
from  llial  lime  lo  1859  lie  lieM  in  it  the  position  of 
Professor  0/  Medical  Jurisprudence.  When  the 
law'  departatoit  of  our  university  was  established 
Mr.  Dean  was  wisely  and  appropriately  chosen  one 
of  its  professors.  In  this  sj)here,  fo  well  ada|)tcd 
to  his  tastes,  his  talents  shone  out  most  briglitly. 
His  pupils,  scattered  all  over  the  land,  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  value  of  his  instruction. 

"  jProfessor  Dean  has  attamed  considerable  emi- 
nence in  the  field  of  authorship  and  literature.  In 
early  life  he  delivered  a  .series  of  able  and  interest- 
ing lectures  on  phrenology',  a  science  then  in  its 
infancy.  These  lectures  were  aAerwsid  embodied 
in  a  book. 

In  early  life  he  was  the  author  of  a  MomuU  9/ 
Lam,  which  proved  a  valuable  aid  to  business  men. 

He  delivered  several  valuable  addresses  and  lec- 
tures upi.n  sulijixts  ipf  [Hiblit  interest  In  1833  he 
delivered  the  Annual  Address  before  the  Albany  In- 
stitute. He  pronounced  a  eulogy  u(H>n  the  death 
of  Jesse  Bud  before  the  Slate  Axricultoral  Society, 
and  an  Annual  Address  before  we  Senate  of  Union 

College.  I5ut  his  greatest  achievement  in  literature 
was  not  given  to  the  worlil,  because  of  his  death. 
This  was  the  History  nf  ( 'n-i/iza/ion,  upon  which  he 
had  been  engaged  for  several  years  previous  to  his 
deadL* 

"  His  industry,  research  and  ability  gave  assur- 
ance of  the  merit  and  attraction  of  his  work. 

"We  have  spoken  of  rrok-ssor  Dean  only  ivs  a 
prufessional  and  public  man.  If  we  sought  lu  add 
panegyric  to  what  we  have  said,  ne  should  speak 

his  qualities  as  a  man  and  of  his  virtues  in 

Erivate  fife.    Herein,  if  possible,  his  character  was 
igher  and  nobler  tlim  in  any  other  w.ilk  of  life. 
**To  the  qualities  which  we  have  described  he 
suited  a  pleasing  addros,  a  quiet  demeanor,  a 
gencrosi^  of  sentiment  and  an  absence  of  guile 


that  endeared  him  Strongly  to  the  drcle  of  hit 
comjianionshij)." 

Such  was  the  trilmte  paid  to  Professor  Dean  by 
that  eminent  journalist  of  the  State,  Thurlow  Weed. 
Those  who  remember  Professor  Dean — and  there 
are  many  still  in  .Mbany  who  d<j — will  bear  ample 
testimony  to  the  truth  and  fitnes*  of  Mr.  Weed's 
beaotiful  sketch  of  his  lifei 

HENRY  G.  WHEATON. 

In  the  year  i8a8  Mr.  Wheatok  graduated  with 
the  highest  honors  at  Union  College,  and  immedi- 

aiclv  cotnmenceil  tiie  study  of  law  at  .\lbany.  At 
the  Mas  term  of  the  Supreme  Court  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  jir.ictice  and  opened  an  oflice  at  .\lbany. 

As  he  had  been  an  ardent  close  and  apprecia- 
tive student  both  in  law  and  in  Ae  chuSics,  as  he 

possessed  tli'  'So  mental  endowments  so  necessaiy 
lor  a  lawyer,  lie  rose  rapidly  to  distinction. 

As  has  been  said  of  Mr.  Wheaton  by  another 
intimately  acquainted  with  him,  "  He  was  accom- 
plished m  mind  and  manners,  incproadMble  in 
character  and  habits,  and  ele\'aied  in  aqiintiona. 
All  who  saw  him  enter  upon  the  battle  of  life  an- 
ticipated for  him  a  prosperous,  brilliant  and  Iioii- 
onible  career.  He  married  an  attractive  young 
lady,  descended  from  one  of  the  oldest  and  most 
wealthy  families  in  Albany,  and  lived  in  a  style  be- 
coming his  position  and  prospects.  He  devoted 
himself  industriously  to  his  profession,  of  wliich  he 
so<m  became  an  ornament.''  He  took  rank  with 
Reynolds,  Stevens,  Tabor  and  other  leading  members 
of  the  Albany  Bar.  By  many  he  was  regarded  the 
superior  of  either  of  those  exceedingly  able  lawy er^ 
especially  bcf  >re  a  jury. 

He  re|)resented  .\lbany  ("ouiity  with  marked 
ability  in  the  Legislatures  of  1835,  '840  and  1S41. 
We  have  said  he  was  in  the  Assembly  of  1835. 
Mr.  Wheaton  was  a  candidate  for  Assembly  in  the 
autumn  of  1834  for  Albany  County.  His  opponent 
was  David  Ci.  Seger.  The  canva.ts  was  very  close, 
and  each  landuiate  claimed  the  ccrlificalo  "1  elec- 
tion: but  it  was  given  to  Mr.  Wheaton,  and  he  took 
his  scat  in  tlw  Aasemblr,  Januaiy  6,  1835.  Mr. 
Seger,  liowever,  contested  his  seat  with  such  sao- 
cess  that  on  January  9,  1835,  Mr.  Wheaton  was 
ousted  and  .'v  ger  took  his  seat.  The  former  and 
his  friends,  of  which  he  had  many,  always  insisted 
that  Seger  succeeds!  by  partisan  influence,  and 
not  on  the  merits  of  his  case.  They  afterward 
pointed  contemptuously  to  what  they  had  deemed 
(but  with  how  much  rc.nson  we  arc  unable  to  state) 
Mr.  Seger's  humble  career  as  a  legislator,  in  con- 
trast with  what  .Mr.  Wheaton  would  have  been,  and 
what  it  sul>sequently  wa.s. 

As  we  have  said,  he  was  elected  to  the  Legisla- 
tures of  i<S4o  and  1841,  and  was  regarded  as  one  of 
the  most  elo(|uent  and  influential  members  of  the 
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House  in  lioth  of  those  sessions.  Some  of  his 
speeches  made  on  its  floor  are  alnnei  unrivaled  as 
si>ecimcns  of  legislative  elo^|nence. 

On  Match  30,  1841,  Mr.  Wheaton  was  ap> 
pointed  District  Attorney  of  Albany  County.  He 

maile  a  useful  and  exccedirigix  able  |nibiic  prosecu- 
tor.   It  was  an  uniailing  custom  in  those  days  to 
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appoiatnone  hut  llie  ini>st  cininent  .iml  Micccssfiil 
advocates  tu  the  ol&ce  of  District  Attorney.  It 
was  justly  r^arded  aa  a  most  inii)ortant  and  rc- 
qMDsible  position — the  people's  advocate,  com- 
pelled, in  the  discharge  of  his  duUes,  to  oppose  the 
strongest  and  most  gifted  i>r  tin-  profession.  In 
the  year  it>55  the  manat^cmcnt  of  a  large  estate  in 
the  City  of  New  York  compelled  him  to  take  up 
his  reiideoce  there.  The  care  of  this  property  and 
some  unfortunate  turns  it  took  greatly  impaired  his 
health,  rendering  him  despondent. 

On  August  26,  1S65.  Mr.  Wheat<>n,  in  .illL-nijil- 
ing  to  cross  the  t.ulrua<i  tr.uk  m-.ir  ViMkviUo, 
caught  one  of  his  feet  in  what  is  known  i&  a  frog, 
and  was  thrown  to  the  ground.  Before  be  couid 
extricate  himself  an  approachlQg  train  passed  over 
biin,  insuntly  killing  him. 

NICHOLAS  HILL. 

It  is  said  in  the  Bmdk  and  Bar  0/  Xac  Yak 
that  Nicholas  Hill,  in  some  of  his  charaaeristics, 
resembled  John  C.  Spencer;  they  were  both  men 

of  strong  intellectu.il  j>nwers.  active,  restless  men 
ofv.ist  research.  vigi>rous  logic,  unwearied  industry 
and  t.ijs.ili'.c  <jt  iiiMneiise  mtiu.il  Lihor.  Both  were 
wanting  in  ini.igin,ition;  buth  were  learned,  clo.se, 
critical  i^olcinical  lawyers.  Hut  here  the  analogy 
ends;  for  much  of  the  power  which  impelled  Spencer 
to  action  was  political  ambition;  this  lea  him 
into  a  career  which  in  a  measure  subordinated  his 
professional  zeal  to  politics,  to  divide  his  great 
talents  and  learning  between  the  Rir  and  the  polit- 
ical arena,  between  the  duties  of  the  l^:islaior  and 
the  Minister  of  State. 

Mr.  Hill,  on  the  contrar)',  concentrated  all  his 
im  iital  ji.iwers  ujion  his  profession;  this  gave  him 
a  ina>t(ir\  at  the  lar  \\hich  few  men  are  cajiable  of 
attaining.  He  disliked  politics,  and  there  was 
nothing  in  official  position  that  could  attract  him 
firom  the  sphere  to  which  he  had  devoted  himself. 
He  was  ambitious,  but  his  ambition  was  confined 
to  his  profession;  all  his  studv  and  reailing  was 
subservient  to  that  ambition;  therefore  his  know  l- 
edge of  the  law,  his  power  of  applying  it  to  prac- 
tiod  use,  of  wielding  its  subdetiea  with  lacility,  and 
separadng  truth  from  error  in  a  manner  whidi  reo- 
derc<t  hi:n  uiiqualcd  at  the  bar  of  the  State,  rad 
we  may  say  ol  tiie  nation. 

His  life  was  unvaried  by  those  events  which  excite 
the  ambition  of  the  politician  and  the  statesman. 
It  was  spent  over  l>ooks,  In  the  contests  of  the 
forum,  before  learned  and  venerable  judges,  whose 
deliberations  were  aideel  and  enlightened  by  his 
learned  and  powerful  arguiiu  hn. 

Nicholas  Hill  wxs  born  in  the  County  of  Mont- 
gomery, New  York,  October  16,  1S06,  His 
fiuher  waa  a  levolationaiy  soldier,  wluv  on  leav- 
ing the  army,  became  a  useful  preacher  of  the 

gi  *S]ir!. 

Voung  I  fill  early  exhibited  a  luve  of  books,  a 
quick  comprehension  of  their  contents,  an  unusual 
tenacity  of  memory.  An  indomitable  eneigy  and 
perseverance  enabled  him,  with  the  aid  of  Us 

faiher  was    an  accomplished  scholar — lO 

acquire  a  very  exceileiit  cla.ssical  education. 


I 


Chi  xising  the  legal  profession  for  his  avocation  in 
life,  he  began  the  study  of  law  with  Daniel  Cad\ ,  of 
Johnstown,  willi  whom  he  prepared  for  the  H.ir. 
After  obtaining  his  degree  as  an  Attorney  at  Law, 
he  commenced  practice  at  Amsterdam,  New  York, 
meeting  with  but  little  success,  his  practice  being 
largely  confined  to  the  justices'  court.  At  length 
he  removed  to  .Saratoga,  New  York,  where  he  made 
the  acquaintance  of  that  illustrious  judge,  I-!«ek, 
Cowen,  "whose  life  and  career  seemed  to  offer 
iluit  example  of  siitgleness  of  purpose,  devotion  to 
his  profession  and  unwearied  industry  upon 
wIulIi  he  ni- led  his  career."  Judge  Cowen  s<x>n 
discovered,  in  Hill  those  mental  qu.dities  which 
constitute  a  successful  fatwyer,  and  he  gave  him 
his  influence  and  advanced  htt professional  interests 
in  many  wars.  At  length  be  formed  a  copart- 
nersliip  with  ."sidtiey  Cowen.  Esq.,  a  son  of  Judge 
Cowen.  .Associated  w  ith  Mr.  Cowen,  lie  prepared 
that  great  work  kni>wn  to  the  legal  profession 
throughout  the  nation  and  in  England  as  Quioen 
6*  HQts  Xo^  l9  PkSHps  on  Evidence,  which  r»> 
mains  a  lasting  monument  to  the  ability,  energy, 
industry  and  learning  of  its  authors — a  work  which 
may  l)e  Lonsiiiered  a  law  library  Ijv  itself. 

'1  he  un.a>sutniiig  manner  anil  native  modesty  of 
Mr.  Hill  tended  at  tirsl  to  retard  his  progress  at 
the  Bar.  Though  a  close  and  powerful  reasoner, 
he  did  not  po.sscss  tlMMe  ahowj  docmtionaiy  qual> 
ities  which  da/.zlc  the  multitude  and  bring  a  lawyer 
rapidly  into  iK>tice. 

Though  he  loved  the  forum  and  delighted  in  its 
contests,  yet  there  were  many  of  the  attributes  of 
the  retiring  scholar  in  his  nature,  and  hence  he 
derived  the  most  sincere  pleasure  in  the  sUenoe  and 
retirement  of  hi.s  study. 

He  had  many  i|ualiiit  s  whieh  constitute  the 
successful  jury  lawyer,  and  gradually  attained  a 
high  position  as  an  advocate.  Marcus  T.  Reynolds 
and  Samuel  Stevens,  for  several  years  his  great 
rivals  in  the  profession,  had  been  distinguished  at 
the  Har  ol  ihe  J^uprcrae  Court  in  banc  and  in  the 
Court  for  tlie  Correction  of  I'j'rors  a  long  time  be- 
fore Mr.  Hill  waa  known  in  either  of  those  tri- 
bunals. 

But  from  his  first  appearance  there  he  created  a 

very  fa'.. >i.iiile  iinjirission  on  the  minds  of  all  the 
meiiil>ers  ol  tlie  Cuuru  In  the  case  ol  Tiidtit  vs. 
(nirdiner,  which  w.is  one  of  the  earliest  argued  by 
him  before  the  General  Term,  his  argument  was 
listened  to  with  profound  attention  by  both  the 
IJench  and  the  Hir.  "We  shall  hear  from  tliat 
man  veryotien  lieteaftcr,"  saiil  Chief-Justice  Nelson 
to  Judge  I'lronsun,  as  he  was  folding  the  papers  in 
the  case,  alter  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  Hill's  remarks. 
Doubtless  the  repuUition  which  the  Xotcs  lo  Phiilips 
en  Evidence  had  given  aided  him  in  gaining  the 
confidence  of  the  judges,  and  in  obtaining  the  ap- 
pi.imrnent  of  State  Law  Reporicr  in  1841.  The 
manner  in  which  he  prepared  these  reports  greatly 
eidianoed  his  reputation.  They  arc  characterized 
by  tlMi  same  meuodical  and  expansive  mind  which 
is  conspicuous  in  all  his  works. 

He  w  as  imr  of  the  most  accomiilisheil  and  accu- 
rate pleaders  in  itie  Suie,  and  tew  exceeded  him 
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in  the  faculty  of  analy^iin?  a  con-.i'lii /ii>  d  uucstion 
orclincliini;  a  tontcsted  com  lusion.  'I  I use  quali- 
fications grcaily  aided  liim  in  tlie  lalK>rs  of  report- 
ing the  adjudicated  caaa  of  the  State  Coarts,  en- 
abling hitn  to  adjust  them  so  that  the  student  or 
the  ]>ractitioner  ccniUI  dctcrinint-  at  a  chiiui^  the 
real  points  decided  in  them.  Sixtn  after  receiving 
this  appointment,  he  removed  to  Albany,  wbefe  he 
resided  the  reminder  of  his  life. 

He  occapied  the  poritiaa  of  State  Reporter  five 
years,  when  his  increasing  Icipil  luisim -^s  >  < 'in()elled 
him  t>>  resi.icn.  Sooti  afier  his  rcsiL'u.i'iun  he 
fonneil  a  cufartnership  with  I'eter  Cauucr  and 
John  K.  Porter,  constiiutmg  a  firm  wkich  com- 
Uned  every  variety  of  legal  taUm  a  liim  which 
was  distinguished  for  its  capacity  and  for  the  vast 
amount  of  lef,'al  buMness  which  it  controlled. 
Each  of  its  nit_nibtrs  jn'sscssed  attainments  which 
gave  them  superiority  at  the  Rir,  or  in  w  hatever  in- 
tellectual fit!d  they  chose  to  enter. 

Mr.  Hill  devoted  himseU'  to  the  General  Term 
and  the  Court  of  Appeals;  at  length  hie  boinness  at 
the  latter  Court  incrcascti  to  such  extent  that  he 
was  compelled  to  confine  himsell  almost  excltttively 
to  that  tribunal. 

Mr.  Hill's  manner  at  die  Bar  was  cabn,  dig- 
nified, natural  and  unaasoming.  The  vivadty  and 
strength  of  his  mind,  his  prodigious  quickness  of 
conception,  his  plain  but  ready  language,  rendered 
him  an  elTectua!  speaker  in  the  forum.  He  gained 
the  attention  of  tlic  jurors  by  the  natural  force  of 
reason;  his  language  was  never  above  or  beyond 
them;  it  went  direa  to  their  undeiatanding.  He 
considered  the  case  at  bar  wHh  them,  viewed  it 
from  their  stand-point,  and  he  "dexterously  ac- 
commodated himself  to  what  he  detected  to  be  the 
passing  mood  of  each  of  the  twelve, "  leading  them 
instead  of  driving  them  to  their  conclusions. 

One  of  the  most  powerfiil  weapons  whidi  an  ad- 
vocate can  usf  is  candor.  This  was  p(>!!scsscd  by 
Mr.  Hill,  and  it  was,  indeed,  formiilable  in  liis 
hands.  Witii  ait  any  parade  of  learning,  he  con- 
vinced the  judges  that  he  had  examined  every 
phase  of  the  question  he  was  areuing,  and  was, 
therefore,  capable  of  enlightening  uwir  minds  and 
aiding  them  in  their  deliberations;  hence  he  was 
strong  at  NiaiPriOt  atili  stronger  belbve  the  Gonrt 
in  banc 

His  habits  of  life  were  regular  and  frugal,  the 
only  eicess  in  which  he  indulged  being  his  in- 
tense, never<ea8ing  apjilication  to  his  Iwoks,  the 
study  of  his  cases  and  his  briefs. 

At  length  the  physical  j>owcrs  of  Mr.  Hill,  which 
were  never  strong,  ln-fjan  ti>  vield  to  con>tant  and 
unrelaxcd  labors :  with  the  flight  of  each  week  this 
became  more  and  more  apparent,  until  finally  his 
friends  persuaded  him  to  .suspend  his  profL-ssional 
toils,  lie  yielded  to  their  advice,  and  they  soon  had 
the siuisfaction  of  seeing'  his  l.uilily  strength  and 
vigor  return  and  his  energies  revive  ;  thus  he  con- 
tinued for  several  weeks,  until  he  iK'lieved  liiniself 
able  to  resume  his  usual  duties.  But,  alas !  Kven 
at  the  moment  when  hofw  was  highest,  with  the 
prospect  I  returniiiir  health,  he  Swdenly  fell  be- 
fore the  destroyer,  and  Nicholas  Hill  was  numbered 


'  wiili  the  dead.    This  sad  event  occurred  on  the 
first  day  of  May,  1859.    He  was  then  in  the  fitty- 
fourthyearof  nisage— -at  that  pericMl  when  he  yet 
-  had  years  of  activity,  labor  and  usefulness  before 
him. 

The  intelligence  of  his  ileatli  produced  themoat 
|»rotound  sorrow  throughout  tlie  Stale,  particularly 
among  the  members  of  the  leg;d  profession.  When 
it  was  announced  in  the  Court  of  Appeals^  in  that 
arena  where  he  had  so  long  been  a  prominent  con- 
testant, w  here  Ite  Itail  oct  tipied  a  place  since  the 
orguii/-ii;on  ol  the  court,  a  scene  of  sorrt»w  un- 
<<l"  >' "»  such  occasions  and  in  soch  places 

,  loiiciwed. 

Mr.  Hill's  death  was  announceil  in  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  by  Hon.  John  H.  Reynolds,  in  a  eulo- 
gium  which  will  never  be  forgotten.  He  was  emi- 
nently qualified  ibr  that  delicale  and  reqMwiaible 

duty. 

Mr.  Reynolds  WIS  one  of  the  ablest  members  of 
I  the  Albany  Bar;  a  man  of  nre  aignmentative 

]  towers,  enlarged  and  libendiaed  by  scholarly  trainr 
ing  and  set  off  by  literary  accomplishments.  He 
had  been  the  law  partner  of  Mr.  Hill,  and  knew 
him.  i)erhaps,  better  than  any  Other  man,  and  was 
tenderly  attached  to  him. 

Mr.  Reynolds'  professional  endowments^  his  pore 
an<1  elevated  character,  endeared  him  to  hk  bfctnren 
of  his  profession ;  in  a  word,  he  was  one  of  those 
whose  names  adoni  the  bisioiy  of  the  Albany  Bar. 

PETER  CAGGER. 

Few  members  of  the  Albany  BUr  left  a  brighter 
or  more  lasting  record,  not  only  as  a  lawyer,  but  in 
all  that  makc-s  up  an  esteemed  and  useful  dtiaen, 

than  Peter  Cogger. 

He  was  bom  at  Albany,  July  6,  i8l».  His 
parents  were  natives  of  Ireland,  where  bis  fiuher 
was  extensively  engaged  in  bodness.    Before  the 

birth  of  Mr.  ( "ii^'u'er,  h  s  father  removr  d  his  family 
to  the  Uniti  d  St.ues,  and  (or  a  briel"  period  were 
residents  of  the  t  'iiy  of  New  York,  but  they  soon 
removed  to  .Mbany,  where  they  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives. 

We  cannot  describe  the  career  and  character  of 
Mr.  Cagger  in  more  fitting  language  than  the  fol- 
lowing, written  fay  a  distil^{uiidled  jonmalist  of 
Albany : 

"The  record  of  Mr.  Cagger's  life  exhibits  a  series 
of  happy  antitheses.  A  Democrat  of  the  Demo- 
crats, the  bold,  sagacious  and  widely  known  par- 

lis.^n,  almost  upon  all  occasions  the  sole  daring 
manat^cr  of  the  interests  of  a  great  party,  and  the 
alisolute  controller  of  its  fortunes  and  destiny— 
local.  State  and  natioiul ;  be  was  so  happily  con- 
stituted as  to  attract,  without  effort,  in  seasons  of 

'  fierce  political  excitement,  the  most  potential  among 
those  of  antagonistic  sentnneiu,  and  to  number 
anion:,' lii>  friends  his  most  bitter  political  .-]i|h»- 
nents.  .V  Catholic  of  the  C.itholics,  his  very  name 
a  tradition  and  a  household  w  >  >rd  ain<  mg  the  people 
of  his  fiuth ;  laigehr  identified  with  the  early  history 
of  the  old  church  m  Albany ;  an  intelligent',  consci- 
entious and  faithful  l>elie\er.  In  \\.i>,  at  the  same 

1  time,  the  chosen  conhdent,  the  familiar  friend,  tbe 
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tnistod,  most  hDiorcd  and  rcliatilc  adviser  of 
matiy  wlmse  jK-culiar  religious  bins  might  liave 
suggested  ulhcr  counsel  and  far  ditferent  associa- 
tions. To  Uie  young,  to  the  middle-Oj^ed,  his  co- 
temponries,  «nd  to  th«  old  there  was  something 
so  genial,  so  niajnietic  and  so  inspiring  about  Peter 
Cagger  that  the  abrupt  intelligence  of  his  sudden 
and  unlooked-for  death  will  be  clothed  with  addi- 
tional pain.  We  might  detail,  if  we  chose,  un- 
numl)ered  instances  of  his  kindness,  his  noble 
charities,  the  beautiful  traits  and  Christian  influ- 
ences which  accompanied  him  through  tlie  years 
which  Providence  has  bestowed,  and, which  will 
live  before  Heaven,  and  before  men,  jterhaps,  when 
the  record  of  the  lawyer  has  ^ed,  and  tlie  mem- 
oi^  of  the  politician  is  extinct  The  poor,  the 
widow,  the  orphan,  the  unprotected,  never  appealed 
to  Um  in  \'ain  ;  tlie  tears  of  his  own  fatherless  and 
bereaved  family  will  mingle,  as  it  were,  with  a  tide 
of  ^'riel  from  hidden  s<jurces,  and  the  hearts  his 
own  kind  heart  made  happy,  and  the  homes  his 
libenlity  Messed,  will  keep  his  memory  bright  when 
even  the  marble  has  crumbled  up<  >n  hi^  i^ravc, " 

Michael  Cagger,  the  elder  brother,  was  a  young 
man  of  great  promise,  of  thoughtful,  |>lii!os.  iphic 
mind,  and  attracted  tlie  attention  of  distinguished 
men,  who  discovered  in  him  unmistakable  elemenu 
of  future  greatness.  He  died  in  the  very  prime  of 
life.  William  Cagger,  another  brother,  was  fiw  a 
time  cngagetl  in  bii-,ine>s  in  Albany,  and  afterward 
in  the  New  Wirk  (_  usloin  Mouse,  in  which  position 
he  died.  Mr.  Cagger  married  Maria  Maher, 
daughter  of  James  Maher,  well  known  for  ft  con> 
sidcrable  penod  as  State  Libinarian,  and  in  the  War 
of  1812  as  the  gallant  Captain  of  the  "Irish 
Greens,"  a  militiry  company  originating  in  .\lbany 
and  whiih  I'ore  .1  pri  ■niinciU  ]iart  in  the  famous  cttn- 
flict  at  Sackeits  Harbor.  A  daughter,  the  sole 
remaining  issue  of  this  marriage,  survives  him. 

At  an  early  period  of  life  he  was  placed  in  the 
then  celebrated  law  oflSce  of  Reynolds  &  Woodruff. 
Even  as  a  clerk  his  remarkable  administrative 
capacity  began  to  manifest  it.sclf,  and  the  efficiency 
of  his  labors  was  occasionally  recognized  in  the 
most  handsome  manner  by  the  distinguished  prind- 
pals  of  that  powerful  firm. 

Mr.  Cagger  afterward  ;issociitcd  himself  with 
Mr.  Samuel  Stevens,  and  the  linn  name  of  Stevens 
&.  Cagger  became  speedily  potential  in  legal  circles. 
After  a  successful  practice  of  some  years,  Mr. 
Stevens,  a  very  able  man  and  the  peer  of  renowned 
lawyers  in  the  legal  arena,  yielded  to  excessive 
labor  ;  and  shortly  after  his  decc.ise  a  new  legal 
firm,  that  of  Hill,  Cagger  A- Porter,  was  established, 
which  will  go  down  to  posteiity  as  one  of  the  most 
remarkable  combinations  of  ability  and  fitness  for 
the  several  departments  of  a  great  law  office  ever 
known  in  the  annals  of  the  Sute. 

"The great  intellect  of  Hill  shone lo  the OOnit of 
Ixst  resort,  where  his  genius  coruscated,  jud  In 
which  his  profound  learning,  and  the  unbending 
inti^rity  of  his  character,  secured  reverence  even 
of  ate  Bench ;  the  commanding  eloquence,  the 
penetrating  mind,  the  admirable  sagacity  of  Porter 
took  easy  precedence  of  all  others  at  Nisi  Prius; 


and  the  extra<  irdinaiy  administrative  talent  of  Cag- 
ger, ready  at  once  and  at  a  nn  uncnt's  beck  for 
ab^^rose  pleadings,  for  the  minutia-  of  petty  liti- 
gation, with  its  inexhaustible  fund  of  device  and 
ingenuity  ;  instinctively  prepared  for  all  combina- 
tions, of  finance,  of  politics,  and  at  home  in  im- 
portant  business  negotiations — all  these  things  com- 
liined  to  make  this  famous  trio  so  constituted  as  if 
every  requisite  and  possible  demand  had  been  fore- 
seen and  provided  for." 

In  the  midst  of  his  successful  career  as  a  lawyer 
and  politician  Mr.  Cagger  was  suddenly  summoned 
from  earth.  On  the  6th  of  July,  186S,  w  hile  riding 
with  a  friend  in  the  City  of  New  York,  he  was 
thrown  from  his  carriage  and  instantly  killed. 

This  distressing  event  cast  %  gloom  over  his 
native  city,  whither  his  remains  were  tenderly  car- 
ried. 

At  the  time  of  his  death  Mr.  Cagger  was  lifty-six 
yean  of  age. 

IRA  HARRIS, 

Distinguished  as  a  lawyer,  jodge,  and  Senator 
in  Congress,  was  born  at  Charleston,  Moiugomery 
County,  N.  Y..Ma\  ji,  i>!c2.  His  liitlu-r  was 
Frederick  Waterman  llarris;  his  mother's  maiden 
name  was  Lucy  Hamilton.  When  he  was  liz  vean 
old  his  parents  removed  from  Charleston  and  be- 
came residents  of  Preble,  N.  V.  Here  his  father  be- 
came one  of  the  extensive  ianil<  >wners  in  the  County 
of  Cortland.  Ira  jirepared  for  college  at  the  Homer 
Academy,  and  in  September,  1822,  became  a 
member  of  the  Junior  class  in  Union  Coli^,  fiom 
whence  he  was  graduated  in  i8s4<  He  im- 
mediately entered  the  office  of  Augustus  Donnelly, 
a  highly  resjiectablc  counselor  at  law,  of  Homer, 
N.  Y.,  where  he  remained  one  year,  and  then  went 
to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  where  he  continued  his  l^al 
studies  under  that  great  jurist,  Ambrose  Spencer. 
He  continued  with  Judge  Spencer  until  his  call  to 
the  H  ir  in  1827.  Openini;  an  office  in  .\lbany, 
he  began  his  practice  untler  favorable  circum- 
stances. At  the  end  of  six  monttis  he  formed  a  co- 
partnership with  Salem  Dutcber,  Esq.,  one  of  bis 
associates  in  college,  which  proved  to  be  atreij 
successful  relation.  It  continued  until  1842,  when 
it  was  ili  il  .  I  (1  b-,  t!ir  removal  of  Mr.  Dutcher  to 
New  \  ork.  His  next  law  [)artner  wiis  Julius 
Rhoades,  Ksq.  His  knowletlge  of  law,  his  rare 
professional  accomplishments,  brought  him  rapidly 
before  the  public.  As  an  equity  lawyer  he  stood 
pre-eminent 

In  the  autumn  of  1S44  he  wa.s  elecle*!  to  repre- 
sent .\lbany  County  in  the  .\ssembly.  In  1845  he 
was  rc-clcclcd,  anil  in  the  spring  of  1846  was 
diosen  as  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion which  assembled  in  June  that  year.  In  tliis 
body,  as  in  the  Legislature,  Mr.  Harris  took  a  very 
conspicuous  position.  In  the  fall  of  1S46  he  w.is 
elected  to  the  State  Senate,  but  after  serving  one 
session  he  was  elected  a  Justice  of  tiic  Supreme 
Court,  and  resigned  his  scat  in  the  Senate  for  one 
on  the  Bench.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term,  then 
four  Years  in  duration,  he  ^\a^  elei  ■••  1  Tir  the  full 
tenn,  which  had  been  extended  to  eight  years.  To 
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use  the  l;in>^u;ige  of  anotlier,  "  It  was  not  iiiitil  his 
elevation  to  the  Bench  that  the  abilitit's  (uiige 
Harris  were  fully  displayed.  H c  exhibited  profound 
knowledge  of  the  law,  much  judicial  capaciqr  and 
•evere,  tnough  courteous,  impartiality. " 

His  charg«.!s  to  jtiries  wi-n*  nio'lf-v  of  i. \r<-llt>nce 
in  the  clearness  with  uliaii  the  f.ui>  proven  and  the 
law  bearing  upon  them  were  presented.  The  pub- 
lished opinions  of  Judge  Harris  during  tlie  twelve 
^leare  be  sat  upon  the  Ikncb  evince  eitennve  learn- 
ing and  strength  of  reasoning. 

I'l^Hjn  leaving  the  Bench  he  spent  a  year  in 
KiiT'ipe.  On  his  return  home  he  was.  in  iS6i, 
tlceled  to  the  Senate  >  >f  the  United  States.  His  oj>- 
poncnts  for  this  distinguished  position  were  Horace 
Greelejr  and  Wm.  M.  Evarts.  in  the  Senate  his 
abilities  were  recognized;  he  was  placed  upon  the 
Committee  on  Foreign  Relations,  the  Judiciary,  ' 
and  the  Sclet;t  Joint  ( 'oniinittec  on  the  Siuthern 
States.  He  soon  betame  the  intimate  and  tuisted 
friend  of  President  Lincoln.  In  the  darkest  hours 
of  bis  administration  Mr.  Lincoln  always  found 
light  in  the  co-ofteration  of  '^.-nator  Harris,  and  in 
his  montent-s  of  desjM)ndeiKy  s\iiipathy  and  suj)- 
port.  During  the  civil  war  Senator  Harris  was 
most  efficient  in  raising  a  regiment  of  cavalry  for 
the  Union,  which  called  aAer  bis  name^  as  was 
alio  a  vegiment  of  imbntiy. 

In  1868  the  Senatorial  term  of  Mr.  Harris  ex- 
pired and  lie  returned  to  private  life,  having  won 
the  distinction  of  a  wise,  useful  American  statesman. 
Hardly  had  be  beCOMetCCMtOmed  to  his  home  life 
when  he  was  agahi  summoned  by  his  fellow 
citizens  into  pabRc  service.  He  was  again  elected 
to  a  seat  in  a  constitutional  con\i-ntii>n  the  con- 
vention of  1H67,  In  this  bod}'  he  cspeciaily  dis- 
tinguisheil  himself  in  his  famous  spcccii  on 
"Government  of  Cities."  When  this  convention 
adjourned  Judge  Hanis  had  been  in  public  life 
over  twenty-three  years. 

He  had  been  connected  with  the  Albany  Law 
School  from  its  org.mization  in  i85_',  and  lectured 
to  the  students  whenever  his  ollicial  iluties  ])€nnit- 
ted.  He  now  accepted  the  appointment  of  Profes- 
sor of  Equi^  Juiisprndenoe  and  Practice,  devotiitg 
himself  wholly  to  the  school  down  to  the  time  of 
his  death,  which  took  place  December  2,  1^7-;. 
'I'lie  lectures  of  judge  Harris  proved  eminently 
popular  and  useful.  He  was  for  many  years  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board  of  Trustees  df  Union  College; 
he  was  President  of  the  Albany  Medical  College, 
and  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Vas.s.ir  College:  he 
was  one  nf  the  founders  of  the  Rochester  Universitv 
• — !t>  first  and  orilv  Cfiaiiccllor. 

Among  the  public  addresses  of  Judge  Harris  was 
an  oration  delivered  on  the  occasion  of  a  jubilee 
anniversary  of  the  old  academy  at  Homer,  a  lecture 
delivered  at  Albany  upon  the  life  and  character  of 
Roger  \\'i!lianis.  For  many  years  he  held  the 
oilice  uf  dc-;icon  in  the  I'lmanuel  Church  in  Albany, 
and  was  also  Ftestdent  of  the  American  Baptist 
Missionary  Union. 

In  1869  he  conferred  the  d^reei  upon  the  stu- 
dents  at  the  dMnmi-ncement  exercises  of  Union 
College.    On  the  ad  of  December,  1875,  Judge 


Harris  wa>-  sutninoned  from  the  scenes  c>f  eaitb 
"to  that  better  l.vml."  His  death  caused  great 
sorrow  at  Anian\  anl  throughout  the  State;  his 
funeral  was  one  of  the  largest  that  ever  took  place 
in  the  ci^.  The  Bench  and  the  Bar  testified  their 
reflect  for  his  memory,  and  for  his  brilliant  career 
as  a  lawyer,  judge  and  citi/cn,  in  eloquent  and  ap- 
propriate eul'  >gie>.  .Ml  cla.s.sc's  of  citizens  united 
in  honoring  the  departed  jurist,  statesman  and 
esteemed  citizen. 

judge  Harris  was  a  brother  of  Hon.  Hamilton 
Harris.  He  left  a  widow,  two  sons  and  four 
f^i  v\';ii;....  llaniiltou  Harri.^.  the 
eldest  son,  served  thirteen  years  in  the  I'.  S.  .Army, 
and  attervvard,  at  his  own  ro(juest,  was  hononxbly 
discharged.  Capt.  Ira  Harris,  his  other  son, 
served  ten  years  in  the  U.  &  Navy.  Resigning  bis 
commission,  he  became  an  exten.siveiron manuikc- 
lurcr  at  Kans;is  C  ity,  Mi.sst>uri. 

RUFUS  W.  PECKHAM 

was  a  learned,  dntinguidied  lawyer  and  jurist. 

His  early  training  was  favorable  to  the  develop- 
ment of  his  strong  mental  )>owers,  and  the  scenes  of 
his  ]>rofc-ssionai  activiQr  were  piopitioat  for  tfaeir 
exercise. 

He  was  called  to  the  Bar  at  a  brilliant  period  in 
its  history.  He  studied  his  {>rofe9Sion  under  the 
instructions  of  illustrious  jurists  and  among  bia 
comitanii  >iis  were  those  whose  names  are  br^t  on 

the  historic  pa.ge. 

He  was  l)orn  at  Rcnsselaerville,  in  theCounty  of 
Albany,  December  3C^  1809.  In  his  early  boyhood 
his  fiither  removed  to   Otsego  County,  near. 

Coopcrstovvn,  whore  young  Pcckham  grew  into 
manluKHl.  Like  most  bins  at  that  perio<l,  he  was 
sent  to  the  common  district  school — that  time- 
honored  and  still  valuable  institution  —to  attain  a 
primary  education.  When  he  was  thirteen  years 
of  age  he  l)ecame  a  student  in  Hartwick  Seminary, 
under  the  management  I'fRev.  Dr.  Hazelius.  In 
this  institution  he  prejiared  !or  l  ille'^e.  In  1825, 
when  in  his  sixtrcinh  \ear,  he  entered  Union  Col- 
lege, taking  an  .i  h.iiued  standing,  which  enabled 
him  to  join  the  graduating  class  of  1827. 

"While  In  college  he  displayed  a  degree  of 
natural  cpiickness  and  talent  which  enabled  him 
easily  to  maintain  a  high  rank  in  a  class  distin- 
guished for  scholarship.  He  early  manifested  a 
.taste  for  military  pursuits,  and  while  in  college  de- 
voted a  portion  of  his  time  to  the  study  of  militaty 

tactics,  his  jiroficiencv  in  which  secured  for  him 
the  rank  C)f  captain  in  the  celebrated  bailaHon  of 
I  nion  CoHtge  Cadets,  one  of  the  most  highly 
creditable  organizatit>ns  in  point  of  soldierly  bear- 
ing and  discipline  in  the  entire  State.  Throughout 
life  be  exhibited  the  bearing  and  many  of  the 
characteristics  of  the  trained  soldier,  and  was  pos- 
sessed in  an  emituru  degiec  of  the  qualities  of 
moral  and  phpical  courage  which  remained  dis- 
linguishing  tnuts  down  to  the  last  moment  of  his 
life." 

Having  a  brother,  who  was  a  distinguished 

physician,  living  in  Utica,  he  went  to  diat  city  for 
the  purpitse  of  preparing  to  enter  tiie  legal  profcs- 
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sioii.  Ai  this  time  GreeneC  Bronsun  and  Samuel 
Ucardsloy — whose  names  are  indi-ssolubly  connect- 
ed with  the  learning;  and  dignity  of  the  old  Sujiremc 
Court,  and  with  the  honojs  and  eruditioii  of  i!> 
liench — were  [tracticing  iawers,  as  a  lirm, 
which  nuked  first  in  the  Sute  of  New  Yoit. 

It  was  in  the  office  of  theae  i^emlemen  that 
yonng  Peckham  stadied  his  profession.  It  ia  a 
sinirular  cr>inci(h.iKC  that  tlu-sc  cTniiii-ni  lawyers 
and  tiicir  sUuIliU  >h'  iuld  each  in  alter  hfc  attain 
higti  judicial  iionors,  anil  |)n>niiuncc  the  law  IrMiu 
high  appellate  courts  of  the  i>tate,  the  student  from 
the  court  of  dernier  rtsscrt^  leaving  a  record  over 
which  the  imctilknier  and  the  l^al  stadent  love 
to  Hn((er. 

The  advaiila^^cs  uf  such  tutorshij)  of  these  emi- 
nently learneil  and  ^'ifictl  l.iwvers  was  duly  appre- 
ciated by  youn^'  iVi  i<hani,  ami  it  left  its  impress 
Upon  his  whole  professional  career.  He  was 
guided  by  them  ap  to  a  distingairiied  professional 
jxwition.  He  continued  with  them  until  1830, 
when  he  was  called  to  the  Rir.  This  event  took 
place  immediately  after  attaining  his  majority.  Six 
yean  later,  on  January  6,  1836,  Greene  C  Br  on- 
sen was  appointed  a  Justice  01  die  ^jpreme  Court 
of  the  State,  and  un  "Slarch  5,  1845,  he  waa  made 
Chief  Justice  of  that  Court. 

Kariy  in  February,  1844,  K^ek  Cow  en,  one  of 
the  most  illustrious  of  American  judges,  then  a 
Ju  Il^c  [  the  Supreme  Court,  died,  and  Samuel 
Beardsley  was  appointed  to  succee<i  him  on  the 
Bench,  a  fit  representative  of  his  great  ])rcdecessor. 

In  1845  ^'fcene  C.  Bron.son  ilrjiarti  d  this  life, 
and  Samuel  Heardsley  was  apixitnted  (Jhicf  Justice 
in  his  place.  IJcfore  Judge  Bron.'von  and  Judge 
Beardsley  ascended  the  Bench  they  were  boui  the 
recipients  of  high  official  honors.  The  former  was 
n]»i>ointcil  .\ttorney-Cieneral  of  the  State,  serving' 
tn-in  Fcliiuarv,  1S21,  till  Fcl>riiarv.  1821;,  wiieiihe 
was  sunfctird  l.\  Mr.  licanlslev,  ulio  ser\<-il  till 
January,  1836.  In  1831  Mr.  Ueardsley  was  elected 
to  Congress,  serving  in  the  Twenty^^econd,  Twenty- 
third,  Twenty-fonilii  and  Twenty-eighth  Congress. 
During  his  service  he  became,  as  has  well  been 
said,  one  of  the  piUan  of  Presldeat  Jackson's  ad- 
ministration. 

AAsr  his  admission  to  the  liar  .Mr.  Peckham 
became  a  partner  of  bis  brother,  George  W.  Peck- 
ham, Esq.,  who  had  tfien  become  a  member  of 
the  Albany  Bar.  The  firm  was  pmsjierous  from 
the  i)eginning.  The  .\ll)any  Bar,  always  brilliant, 
learned  and  commanding,  was  es[>ecialiy  so  at  this 
time.  With  its  powerful  gladiators  young  Peckham 
was  compelled  to  contend  in  his  struggle  for  the 
eminence  he  attained.  In  the  contents  with  sui  h 
opponents  he  derived  strength  aiul  i.our.if;i-,  which 
at  length  made  liim  their  equal.  .Vmoni;  his  com- 
petitors Were  .Marcus  T.  Reynolds,  Samuel  Stevens 
and  H.G.  Wheaton,  thcntheprincipal  jury  lawyers 
at  the  Albany  Bar.  It  was  not  long  tH;f/>re  Peck- 
ham was  rqi^anled  as  a  successful  rival,  found  on 
one  side  or  the  other  of  most  uf  the  hMdiiis,'  cases 
tried  at  the  Albany  Bar.  He  was  what  may  be 
called  an  eloquent  tSWc.  logical,  legal  orator." 

in  1839  tie  was  appointed  by  Gov.  Maicy 


Di.strict  Attorney  of  Albany  Count},  discharging 
its  duties  with  singular  ability  till  1841,  when  lie 
w,\.s  succeeded  by  Henry  G.  Wheaton. 

In  1S45  he  wasa  candiilatefor  Atlorne)-Cjencral, 
his  upi^Hinent  Ix-ing  John  \  an  Uuren,  by  whom  he 
was  ilefeated  by  a  single  vote. 

In  185a  be  was  elected  a  representative  in  Con- 
gress from  the  Gty  and  Cbunty  of  Albany;  he  took 
his  seat  on  January  2,  1^53,  serving  tbrOUgh  the 
a<lininistraiion  of  President  Pierce. 

"Although  a  lile-loiig  Democrat,  and  elected  by 
the  Democratic  party,  he  refused  to  be  bound  by 
party  ties  when  the  interests  of  the  nation  were  at 
stake,  and  exercised  an  independence  as  wise  and 
honond)le  as  it  was  (earless.  He  v»pposed  the 
]i.is-sar:i'  of  the  Nflnaska  hill  l'\  vi.ice  and  vote;  his 
thorougli  gr.osp  of  the  problems  iif  the  day  enabled 
him  to  discern  the  eflfects  which  that  measure  would 
be  likely  to  produce — an  effect  which  he  foretold 
with  wondeml  accuracy."  After  retiring  from 
Coiigresji  he  contiiuii-il  iIji- j.r.Ti  tit  t- of"!;i;-  jirofession 
in  Albany,  associating  himself  wiih  Lunan  Ire- 
main,  then  a  young  lawyer,  but  who  afterward 
won  a  name  con^icuous  in  the  history  of  the 
State. 

In  iJ^59,  accomjianied  by  Chi<-f-Justice  Ikards- 
ley,  he  vLsited  Furope.  On  his  return  in  the  fall  of 
that  year  he  was  elected  a  Justice  1 .!  the  .Supreme 
Court,  serving  liis  term  ol  eight  }eanj.  He  was 
unanimously  re-elected;  Wore  tliis  term  closed  he 
was  elected  a  Justice  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  few 
American  judges  po-ssessed  rarer  judicial  accom> 
plishmenls  than  he.  .  The  truth  of  this  remark  is 
fully  sustained  by  the  legal  reports  of  tlie  Sute. 

"  On  the  5th  ot  November,  1873,  Judge  Peckham 
and  bis  wife  sailed  for  Europe  on  the  ill-fated 
steamer  Ville  dn  Havre,  of  the  French  line,  which, 
on  the  22i\  of  the  same  month,  when  in  mid-ocean, 
colHdetl  with  the  British  ship  Loch  F.un,  and 
went  down  in  the  darkness  ti|  the  night,  carrying 
two  hundred  and  twentv-six  souls  into  eternity; 
among  those  who  perished  were  Judge  Peckham 
and  his  affectionate  wife.  Kven  the  awful  nature 
of  the  inipen<ling  calamity  served  l;ut  to  bring  out 
llii.si-  iioMe  mialities  ..f  heart  and  souI  for  which  he 
had  througli  life  been  distinguished.  In  this  su- 
preme hour  of  peril  his  tall  form  took  its  place 
among  the  helpless  and  abandoned  ones.  Grasp- 
ing his  loving  wife  by  the  band,  he  endeavored  to 
sustain  and  cheer  those  around  him,  and,  uttering 
tliose  memorable  words  which,  borne  to  us  li\-  a 
survivor,  have  sent  a  thiiU  of  admiration  over  two 
coodncnts,  'If  we  must  go  down,  let  us  die 
bravely  1'  sank  into  the  deep  waters  of  the  At- 
lantic." 

Judge  IVckhaiii  was  t\uce  married.  His  first 
wile,  a  daughtiT  of  tiie  K<  \.  Dr.  I.acy,  formerly 
Rector  of  Sl  Peters  Church,  Albany,  was  the 
mother  of  his  two  sons,  Wheeler  U.  Peckham, 
of  New  York,  a  distinguished  lawyer,  and  Rufus 
W.  Peckham,  of  .Mbany,  now  one  of  the  Justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State. 

The  prolc*s!>ion  throughout  the  State,  ami  we 
may  say  largely  throughout  die  nation,  t^^.l^n  d 
its  high  respect  for  the  memory  of  Judge  Peck- 


Digitized  by  Google 


150 


mSTORy  OF  THE  COUNTT  OF  ALBANY. 


ham  and  their  sorrow  for  his  death  in  expressions 
of  grief  and  in  tributes  of  respect  and  admiration. 
Meoiorial  aervices  were  held  in  St  Ffeter's 

Church,  Albany,  in  his  honor,  December  14.  1873, 
and  were  attended  by  a  vast  number  <>f  friends  and 
aympatliizcrs. 

The  judges  of  the  C  ourt  of  Appeals  attendetl  in 
a  body,  wearing  niuurning  badges  on  their  left 
araUk  The  whole  service  was  inten-^ely  impressive. 
Perhaps  no  better  description  of  Juilije  Peckham 
can  be  t^nven  than  that  which  we  copy  from  the 
sermon  delivered  at  the  funeia!  l>y  Rev.  W.  A. 
Snively,  rcctiif  uf  the  clinrth: 

"Beneath  the  courtly  dignity  of  hia  manner  and 
the  almost  austere  aspect  of  his  otitward  bearing, 
there  wns  a  lu-art  of  aliii"-r  fi-iiiiniiie  tetidcnioss,  a 
truly  re\ei<  iit  sjiirit.md  ati  amiability  and  a  patience 
which  no  contradiction  could  exhaust  Ilisintc}?- 
rity  was  not  an  official  assumption — it  was  a  pcr- 
•onal  fact  The  rectitude  cX  his  judicial  character 
expressed  itself  in  the  daily  relations  of  life,  in  the 
amenities  of  social  intercourse,  and  in  the  intima- 
cies and  refinements  ■  if  his  own  i^eiierous  hospitality. 
Even  in  the  freedom  of  recreation  from  professional 
toil  there  was  no  lowering  of  his  personal  tlignity 
and  bis  courtly  bearing;  and  in  the  sacredneas  of 
his  home  and  hitimate  relations  of  personal 
friendship,  that  dignity  was  swertem-d  bv  a  tcmier- 
ness,  a  simplicity  and  an  affcclion  which  in  such  a 
combination  areas  beautiful  as  they  arc  rare.  .\nd 
tlie  closing  hoar  of  his  earthly  life  blended  both  of 
these  characterislics  as  widi  the  same  breath  he 
cheered  and  sustained  the  Ifcarts  around  him  that 
were  paral\  zed  by  fear  and  spoke  his  last  recorded 
woi  i-,  v'.liiih  showed  that  even  in  that  supreme 
moment  he  was  his  own  grand  and  heroic  selC  " 

LEWIS  BENEDICT.* 

Col.  I.Kwn  BlKKDirr,  son  of  Lewis  and  Susan 
JJeneiiict,  was  bom  at  Aliiany,  N.  Y,,  September 
17,  1817. 

His  early  studies  were  prosecuted  at  Cayuga 
County,  N.  Y.,  but  his  preparatitm  for  college  was 
made  mainly  at  the  All^any  Academy.  In  1834 
he  entered  the  Sophomore  class  of  Williams  Col- 
le,i;e,  and  was  graduated  in  1S37.  Immediately 
after  graduating  he  entered  the  office  of  the  late 
John  C.  Spencer,  at  ('anaodaigOB,  vhere  be  com- 
pleted his  legal  education. 

In  Januar)-,  1841,  he  was  licensed  to  practice  at 
a  Ceneral  Term  of  tlu'  Supreme  Court,  held  at 
Albany,  He  commenced  practice  in  that  city, 
anil  quickly  tcmk  a  respectable  position  at  the 
Albany  Bar.  In  1845  he  was  appointed  City  At- 
tomcj,  and  at  the  exinration  of  nis  term  was  re- 
appointed. 

In  1 847  he  was  appointed  judj^e-.^dvocate-Oen- 
eral  on  the  stilt  ot  liov.  |ohn  \'oiin,i:.  In  1S4S 
he  was  elected  Surrogate  of  the  City  and  County 
of  Albany  for  the  term  of  fimr  years.  His  entire 
vote  greatly  exceeded  the  atrogth  of  his  party.  In 
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iS'49  he  received  the  appointment  of  Jodge-Advo- 
cate-Ceneral  from  Gov.  Hamilton  Fish. 

In  1852,  and  also  in  i860,  he  was  the  candidate 
of  the  Whig  party  for  the  Reoordership  of  the  d^, 
and  shared  in  the  defiMt  of  its  nominees. 

In  1854  he  was  a]ipointe<l.  by  the  Controller, 
one  of  a  board  of  commissioners  charged  to  as- 
certain and  report  concerning  the  pecuniary  an<l 
other  conditions  of  the  aeveial  state  prison^  and 
also  to  devise  lavs  for  their  better  relation  and 
discipline.  The  results  of  the  labors  of  this  com- 
mi.ssion  are  contained  in  a  sohmiinous  report 
made  to  the  .VsM  inbly  m  1856. 

In  the  fall  of  the  year  i860  he  was  nominated 
by  the  Union  men  of  his  district  for  member  of 
Ajtembly  and  elected,  being  the  only  Uniim  can- 
didate retomed  fiom  the  county  at  that  time; 
This  was  the  last  public  poaitioii  Of  a  dvU  cfaaiacter 
held  by  him. 

Both  the  beginning  and  the  end  of  his  life  de* 
vdop  the  same  characteristics — great  fondness  for 
ease  and  recreative  enjoyments — yet  with  ready 
power  to  subordinate  surli  tastes,  or  repress  them 
altogether,  in  ol)edience  to  the  claims  of  an\  se- 
rious engagements.  ^ 

As  a  boy,  he  was  noted  for  his  zeal  and  diligence 
in  study,  and  not  the  leas  for  enterprise  hi  play. 

His  c^legtate  career  resembled  his  academic;  it 
was  successfal  to  whatever  degree  he  chose  to  make 
it  .\  classmate,  now  president  <'!  a  i  i.Ilegu,  de- 
scribing him,  says  :  "  It  is  doing  injustice  to  none 
of  his  classmates  that  in  mind,  as  in  person,  he  had 
no  superior  among  them  all.  His  tank  as  a 
scholar  was  high,  and  he  could  have  made  it 
higher.  His  mind  was  <]nick  and  clear,  and  he 
learned  with  great  facility.  His  critical  power  was 
unusual,  and  no  one  could  detect  the  weak  points 
of  an  aigument  or  the  incorrect  use  of  tenna 
sooner  diui  he." 

He  graduated  with  distinction,  and  three  \  cars 
afterward  was  appointed  to  deliwr  the  .Master's 
oration. 

While  a  student  at  law  he  maintained  sufficient 
ardor  of  pursuit  to  enable  him  to  acquire  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  elements  of  that  sdence;  but  his  taste 
for  general  literature  was  decided  enough  to  save 
him  ent,':o--,Mi' lit  by  studies  purely  ]irofes-.ioiial. 
The  uncommon  tiicility  with  which  he  acquired 
knowledge — the  result  of  his  quick  perception 
and  retentive  memorjH-afforded  him  intervals  to 
indulge  his  tastes  widiout  neglecting  his  proper 
studies:  he  therefore  read  mudl  besides  law,  and 
digested  well  wiiat  he  read. 
On  hi>  admission  to  the  Bar,  Marcus  T.  Rq^ 
1  noids,  then  in  the  senith  of  his  professional  fiime, 
I  received  him  as  his  law  partner,  and  elevated  him 
at  once  to  a  high  position  in  the  practice.  Other 
connections  and  associations  occurred  to  make  iiis 
entrance  upon  his  professional  career  one  of  the 
most  pronnsing  that  could  fall  to  the  lot  of  a  young 
pr.ictitioner. 

The  City  Attorneyship,  which  Col.  lienedict  held 
two  terms,  was  the  first  political  appointment  he 
ever  received.    From  that  time,  however,  he  was 
i  actively  and  earnestly  a  political  partisan,  and  ap- 
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pearcd  less  Uld  less  in  the  fonim  and  irmrc  and 
more  in  the  conimittcc-room  and  upon  the  hus- 
thigs.  The  tersest  record  of  hit  poKdcal  labors 
would  be  tlie  histor>'  of  every  party  struggle.  State 
or  national,  that  occurred  from  his  entrance  into 
political  life  until  In  Minril  the  army.  He  was 
always  a  leailt-r.  lie  was  often  dclcK^te  to  cim- 
ventioos,  State  and  county  ;  chairman  of  comniit- 
teoj,  general  and  local ;  a  prolific  author  of 
■ddresses  and  resolutions,  and  a  rrequcnt  s{icaker 
at  political  assemlilaj^os. 

lie  was  acute  in  his  perceptions  of  tlie  qualities 
of  men,  end  accurate  in  his  estimate  of  moral 
worth. 

In  his  various  public  services  he  manifested  capap 

bilities  which  provoke  regret  that  they  were  not 
also  used  for  purp''ses  of  a  less  general  character. 
The  judicial  duties  i.f  the  Sum >gate  an-  not  i:t  nor-  I 
ally  appreciated;  yet  there  is  no  jurisdiction  within 
wmdk  more  complex  or  nice  questions  present 
themselves  for  adjudication,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
enormous  pecuniary  interests  and  the  muhitudi' 
nous  personal  rights  which  are  involved. 

The  clearness  of  his  mind  and  the  equity  of  his 
convictions  receive  some  illustrations  from  the  cir- 
cumstance that,  of  the  many  judgmentspronounoed 
by  him  during  the  term  he  helcfthe  office,  but  one, 
and  that  made  in  the  beginninf^  of  his  oiBdal 
career,  is  known  to  have  been  ie\ersed. 

In  the  l-egislature  Col.  Benedict  took  a  highly 
honorable  position.  As  the  Chairman  of  the  In- 
surance Committee,  he  exhibited  useful  administra- 
tive abilities.  On  the  floor  of  the  Hous^  SB  a 
speaker,  he  always  commanded  respect  and  atten- 
tiuti.  He  n<'\er  addres.sod  the  SjK-aker  unless  he 
was  master  of  thesubjei  t  he  proposed  to  present 
or  advocate. 

He  was  in  the  Legislature  at  that  period  when 
every  lover  of  the  Union  be^n  to  feel  the  peril  it 

was  .ippro.iehing.  ;\s  no  one  lov  ed  tlic  Union  of 
Stales  more  deeply  than  C'ol.  Benedict,  none  was 
an  earlier  or  a  more  active  supporter  of  iL 

As  early  as  January,  1861,  Gov.  Moigan  endeav- 
ored to  impreas  upon  the  Legisfaitnie  the  im- 
mediate necessity  of  phcini;  the  State  on  a  war 
^^■(ting.  Col.  lienedict  comjirehended  llu-  iinp<.ir- 
tance  of  pniiiipt  ai  ti'm,  for  lie  amieiiMti_-d  the  coiti- 
ing  conflict.  He  tlierefore  sustained  the  (juvernor 
with  all  his  ability  and  eloquence. 

He  rejoiced  wlien  the  President  called  for  volun- 
teers, but  rejrrettcd  that  the  number  was  so  small. 
Writnig  to  a  friend  after  that  call,  he  said  :  ''The 
sentiment  of  the  North  is  not  satisfied  with  the 
present  call  for  troops.  The  Government  wouhi 
be  juttified  in  demanding  three  hundred  thousand 
men." 

Upon  this  call  Gov.  Morgan,  by  a  si»  (  i.d  mes- 
sage, retjuested  the  action  necessary  on  tlie  p;irt 
of  the  Legislature,  and  that  boily  re>ponded  by 
"An  Act  to  .\uthorize  the  Embodying  and  Equip- 
ment of  a  Volunteer  Militia,  and  to  Provide  De- 
fense." This  act  was  passed  April  16,  1861. 
This  act  auiliori/ed  the  enlistment  of  thirty  thou- 
san<i  men,  and  ap|>ropriated  three  millioitt  of  dol- 
lars for  the  purpose. 


The  ias-:iL;e  of  this  act  was  largelv  due  tO  the 
energies  and  exertions  of  Col.  Benedict. 

It  was  largely  through  his  instrumentality  that 
the  .selection  and  appointment  of  officers  of  the 
organization  contemplated  by  the  act  was  directed 
to  be  made,  accoiding  to  .'^c.  11.  .\rt.  11,  of  the 
Constitution,  the  importance  of  which  was  tlat  the 
force  should  have  a  voice  in  the  choice  of  officers 
to  command  it 

After  this  Col.  Benedict  gave  all  his  time  to  the 

imperiled  I'nion. 

Col.  Benedict  had  Iiad  considerable  experience 
as  a  citizen  .soldier,  and  stood  high  among  the 
eflicient  and  well-drilled  ofhcere  of  the  accom- 
plnhed  militaiy  corps  of  Albany,  and  had  been 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  T.ieutenant-Colonel  of 
the  City  Cavalry.  Soon  after  leaving  the  I.cgisla- 
Hire,  in  the  spring' of  iSf.i,  In-  <lecidcd  to  enter 
the  service  of  bis  country  in  the  icntetl  field.  The 
New  York  Rre  Department,  while  recruiting  the  and 
Fire  Zouaves,  conferred  upon  him  the  Lieutenantcy 
of  the  proposed  regiment  He  was  commissioned 
in  June,  1861.  The  regiment  was  ordered  to 
W'iishington,  where  it  arrived  on  the  24th  of  lulv. 
Difficidty  having  ociurrt'd  as  t<i  wl  i'  l  iigade  it 
should  be  attached,  it  was  finally  decided,  after 
some  delay,  by  the  War  Department,  to  attach  it 
to  tin;  Fxeclsior  Brigade,  after  whicli  the  regiment 
was  known  .is  the  73d  Kegimenl,  Excelsior  Brigade. 
During  the  Winter  of  1861-2,  the  regiment  did 
picket  duty  and  advanced  itself,  by  constant  drill, 
to  be  one  of  the  most  competent  and  accomplished 
in  the  brigade. 

The  affection  with  which  Col.  Benedict  was  rc- 
garihnl  bv  his  men  was  deni"nstratcd  by  d.iily 
incidents,  and  never  more  toULhingly  tlicn  when 
some  of  his  wild  boys  preferred  to  .share  the  hor- 
rors of  a  rebel  prison  with  him  than  to  leave  him 
in  his  helplessness  on  the  field  of  Williamsburg. 

The  history  of  his  career  as  a  soldier  from  that 
time  until  he  fell  in  battle  is  one  of  singular^ 
almost  thrilling,  interest. 

After  his  capture  at  Williamsbuig,  he  was  taken 
to  Richmond,  and  afterward  to  SaltsbuTy,  C. 

His  imprisonment  ended  after  several  months  bv  an 
exchange.  In  ."septemlier,  1862,  one  UMTiih  ,ifter 
his  exchange,  he  was  commissioned  Colonel  of  the 
16211  (3d  Metropolitan)  Regiment.  In  (3clober 
following  the  regiment  proceeded  to  New  Orleans ; 
but  owing  to  various  mishaps  to  the  fleet,  it  did 
not  reach  the  city  until  December.  In  January, 
he  Wis  designated  .\cting  Brig.ulier,  and  in 
that  capacity  w;is  actively  employed,  rendering 
important  service  previous  tO  Ae  siqge  of  Poft 
Hudson,  where  he  was  conspicncnu  in  most 
of  the  terrible  fights  during  that  memorable 
siege.  He  was  foremost  in  the  terrilile  slaugh- 
ter of  June  14,  '863.  When  it  was  decided  to 
storm  the  fort,  Col.  I^ncdict  was  given  command 
of  the  Second  Batulion,  selected  to  serve  "as 
the  fbrlom  hope."  This  selection  was  a  tribute  to 
his  coolness  and  cotinge.  From  tliat  time  forward 
he  followe<l  ( ien.  Hanks  through  all  hisl  n)ar(  lies 
and  victories.  His  last  comm.ind,  the  31!  Brig.ide 
of  the  1st  Division  and  19th  Corps,  was  compoe>cd 
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of  the  1 1 6th,  i6adand  165th  New  York,  two 

Maine  regiments  and  an  indcpt  ncknt  li:uterv.  No 
brigade  fought  more  coutagc<>ii>l>  or  dul  nii>re  to 
turn  the  tide  of  batde. 

The  Red  River  campaign  under  Geo.  Banks 
will  ever  be  read  with  the  deepest  interest.  It  pre- 
sents a  scries  of  bloody  Ixittlu^  altnost  uncqualed 
in  llie  lieroic  conduct  «>t  the  ..Kkers  ami  soldiers 
engaged  in  it.  When  the  anii\  reached  Pleasant 
Hill,  about  the  7lh  of  April,  there  cKcurred  a  scries 
of  conflicts  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  die  war. 
On  the  9tli  of  April,  1864.  the  final  contest  of  the 
campaign  took  place.  It  wa.s  a  day  lonjr  to  be 
remembered,  a  day  when  the  tide  of  latlle  rcj  l  at- 
edly  changed,  when  the  surging  cohimn>  of  the 
enemy  were  driven  from  their  position,  to  return 
ranfoiced  to  a  terrible  and  often  successful  cfaaige, 
and  so  the  conflict  condnned. 

"  In  the  conflict  on  the  sloi>e,  and  pvrhaps  in 
the  <jf  that  critical  moment,  when  ih<'  rein- 

forced enemy  caused  our  line  to  hesitate  md  L\en 
10  reo(Mly  and  the  fortunes  of  the  day  hccmcii 
doabtfiil,  when  br  almost  superhtjman  efforts  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  the  men  were  rallied  to 
that  franlie  chari,'!-  which  gave  victorj'  tu  tlie  Union 

anus  and  s.\\>; !  us  uriii\,  its  oavj  and  its  juris- 
diction in  the  Southwest. 

In  this  charge  Col.  Benedict,  leading  bis 
brigade,  in  full  view  of  the  whole  line  of  the  enemy, 
fell  pierced  with  several  buHels.  He  was  first 
wounded  in  the  right  arm  and  soon  his  horse  was 
wounded;  but  still  he  pressed  on,  and  in  a  lew 
momenta  was  shot  tbnragb  the  head  and  died 
instantly. 

No  death  could  have  produced  more  profound 

sorrow  in  the  army,  nor  have  ncra^ii  tncd  a  greait  r 
loss  to  it.  When  the  intelHi^eiu  e  <>t  death 
reached  Albany,  the  home  of  his  \ouili,  where  lie 
was  so  generally  beloved,  it  wrapiicd  the  city  in 
general  gloom. 

On  May  2,  1864,  bis  remains  reached  this 
citv  and  were  receivetl  by  a  committee  of  the  Com- 
mon Council.  Another  committee  met  the  remains 
on  their  arrival  in  New  York  City  and  accom- 
panied them  home. 

The  reject  paid  by  the  authorities  and  citizens 
of  all  classes  to  the  dead  soldier  attested  the  high 
esteem  in  which  he  was  held  and  the  sorrow  felt 

for  his  death. 

I  n  May  7,  1864,  the  members  of  the  Albany 
liar  convened  at  the  Capitol  in  lat|;e  attendance  to 
do  honor  to  his  memory.    Hon.  Rufiis  W.  Peclr- 

ham  was  c  ailed  t'l  the  chair.  Mrs^irs.  Wt)Iford  ami 
y.dw  .uds  wt  rr.'  in.ide  set  ri  larics.  A  serie'S  of 
eloipien:  ri  -olutions  were  adopteil,  ex|)ress"ng  the 
eiilimalion  in  which  CoL  Benedict  was  held  by 
his  hicthren  oftbe  profession.  An  eUxiuent,  im- 
pressive eulogium  was  pronounced  by  the  Hon. 
Lman  Treiiiain,  followed  by  remarks  from  Hon. 
ImIiii  K.  porter.  Hon.  Clark  H.  Coilirane.  Hon. 
Hale  Kingsiey.  Isaac  L.  Kd wards,  l  j>q.,  and  Hun. 
C.  L.  Austin.  I'he  press  of  the  city  also  paid  the 
memory  of  C«l.  Benedict  brilliant  tributes  of 
respect,  and  he  was  finally  laid  at  rest  amid  tears 
and  benedictions  of  the  people  of  his  native  dty. 


LIST  OP  LAWYERS  IN  ALBANY  QTY  IN 

1884. 

T.  J.  Acker,  496  Rroadway. 
George  A>ldington,  as  North  Pe^rl. 
George  W.  Albright,  Beaver  Block. 
Albright  *9tanwflt,  10  BtAver  Block 
Wm.  A.  Allen,  i)'  Douw's  Building. 
Arthur  L.  Andrews,  444  Broadway. 
Buel  C.  Andrews,  14  North  Pearl. 
Austin  Artchcr,  18  Douw's  Building. 
Frederic  Baker,  1 19  State. 
Isaac  B.  Barrett,  50  Sute. 

E.  A.  Bedell,  Attorney-General's  Oflice. 

F.  dwiti  P.  Bellows,  119  State. 
janiesW,  P.eniley,  18  South  Pearl. 

i'amcsj.  B<  iinctt',  53  State. 
Lichard  W.  Brass,  73  State. 
Edward  J.  Brennan,  Chapel,  comer  Maiden  Lane. 
W.iltcr  M.  Brown,  "^s  State. 
C.  I.  But  hanan.  Chapel,  corner  Maiden  lane. 
A.  T.  Bulklcy,  25  Norlli  Pearl. 
Kugene  Burlingame,  45a  Broadway. 
Henry  D.  Burlingame,  50  State. 
Fn  !  W.  Cameron.  37  Maiden  I,ane. 
Duiu  .iii  Campbell,  "6  Tweddlc  Building. 
Lewis  Cass,  55  State. 
Chase*  Delehantv,  35  North  Pearl. 
J.  H.  Clute,  I  a  Tweddle  BuiUling. 
Alden  Chester,  18  and  19  Tweddle  Building. 
T.  H.  Oute.  i»  Tweddle  Building: 
Wm.  K.  Clute,  City  Building. 
M  irk  C.hn,  29  North  Pearl 
A.  [.  Colvin,  3  North  Pearl. 
L.  Lorenzo  Conl^,  7  Partition,  E.  A. 
Thos.  F.  Connor,  Beaw  Block, 
loscph  A.  Conway.  82  State. 
Martin  I).  Conway,  116  Slate, 
lohii  r.  Cook.  37  Maiden  Lane: 
1  F.  Cooper,  24  North  Pearl 
Edwin  Orantryman,  99  State 
Monroe  Crannell,  69  State 
Walter  S.  Cutler,  19*  North  Pearl. 
Fr.uiklin  M.  Denaher,  78  State. 
Kdwin  C,  Day.  31  North  Pearl. 
K.  B.  Delehai'ny,  25  North  Pearl. 

A.  Delebanty,  3  Douw's  Building. 
Fhllander  Deming,  it  Jay. 
DeWitt  A  S]H  .r  r,  35  to  38  Tweddle  Building. 
George  Howninc;,  94  State. 
Herbert  T.  Downing,  94  State. 
Draper  &  Chester,  18-19  Tweddlc  Building. 
Louis  Dreyer,  75  State 

Z.  A.  Dyer.  44  State. 

james  W.  Fa  ton,  Jr..  17  Muscum  Building. 

Jerome  W.  Kcker,  7.S  State, 

James  J.  Farren.  49  State. 

Gcoige  W.  Fcathcrstonhaugh,  31  Nortfl  Peari. 

Walter  D.  Frothingfaam,  69  State 

Worlliington  Frothingham,  69  State. 

.7.  L.  ( iallup.  94  .State. 

John  J.  Ciallup.  94  State. 

George  N.  (iowey.  72  Hudson  avenue. 

Scott  D'M.  Goodwin,  r.  6  Albany  Savings  Bk.  lUdg. 

Anthony  Gould,  55  Slate 

aiflbnl  D.  Grcgoiy,  99  State 


Digitized  by  Google 


THE  BENCH  AND  BAR. 


168 


George  Stuart  (Jregory,  49  State. 

J.  Wenddl  Griffing,  864  Maduon  avenue. 

Alfred  A.  Guthrie,  3  Noith  FfeaiL 

W.  R.  Guthrie.  77  State. 

iohn  Gutmaiin,  80  Suite, 
latbew  Hale,  25  North  Pearl. 
William  H.  Hale,  59  North  Pearl. 
Lewis  B.  Hall,  Room  6,  80  State. 
Daniel  P.  Halpin,  37  Tweddle  Building. 
Fred.  C.  Ham,  74  State. 
Thos.  II.  Il.im,  74  State. 

A.  Hamilton,  29  North  Pearl, 
.•^amuel  Huld,  »5  North  Pearl. 

Ira  Harper,  41-42  Tweddle  Building: 
Frederick  Harris,  20-23  TWeddle  Building, 
naniilton  Harris,  20  23  Tweddle  Building. 
Juiiu.s  F.  Hariis,  31  North  Pearl. 
William  E  Harris  82  Livingston  avenne. 
Samuel  S.  Hatt,  86  bute. 
Nathan  Hawlejr,  30  DoaVs  Building. 

H.  \wl<.'v  A  McNamara,  82  State. 
William  Hayes,  21  Green. 

D.  C.  Hcrrick,  5  Douw's  HuiUIing. 

Isban  Hess,  11  Duuw's  Buihling. 

Albert  Hersberg,  7  .\lbany  Savings  Bank  Building, 

W.  S.  Hevenor,  9  r)v>u\« 's  Building. 

B.  R.  Hevwood,  79  Chapel. 
George  I).  Hill,  3  North  Pearl. 
\\m.  J.  Hillis,  18  South  Pearl. 
N.  P.  HiMinan,  49  Stale. 

G.  K.  Hilt,  55  State. 

Henrjr  T.  Homes,     Tweddle  Building: 

I.  ansing  Hotaling,  74  State. 
Wm.  F.  Hourigan,  40  State. 
I,toiiai(i  G.  Hun,  25  North  IVarl. 
Marcus  T.  Hun,  25  North  Pearl. 
Oliver  M.  Hungerford,  74  State. 

C.  B.  Hatchings,  15  Douw's  Building; 

G.  D.  Hurlbut,  119  State, 
Robert  Imrie,  93  State. 

Charles  M.  Jenkins,  452  Broadway. 

1.  H.  Jermein,  2  James,  comer  State; 
ames  C  Johnson.  55  State, 
^rank  Kampfer,  80  State. 
W.  S.  Kellev,  17  Tweddle  Building. 
J.  M.  Kimball,  Ik-aver  Block. 
Charles  H.  King. 

Dwight  King,  108  Hudson  avenue. 
1.  Hi  King.  69  Slate. 

Wm.  H.  King  (patent  law  a  spet  ialty),  31  N.  PearL 

Leonard  Kip,  24  TwcdtUe  Building. 

(}corgc  W.  Kirchwey,  7  Mttaeum  Bnilding. 

C.  Krank,  74  State. 

Amo  F.  Krumbholz,  76  State. 

L.  C  G.  Kshinka,  50  State; 

Desmond  S.  Lamb,  18  Beaver. 

A.  A  VV.  Lansing,  26  27  Tweildle  Building. 

Peter  C.  Lansing,  320  Clinton  avenue. 

Herman  s.  LarjT,  mnk  Building,  Greenbnih. 

L  &  J.  M.  Lawaon,  37  Maiden  Lane, 

T.  A.  Lawson,  37  Maiden  Ijuie. 

\V.  L.  Tx-arned,  29R  State. 

H.  C.  Litilclield,  .\t>rth  Pearl,  turner  Piea-sant 
Orvillc  .S  Long,  9  Duuw's  Building. 

Wro.  Loucks,  50  State. 


W  in  1  .Mackesey,  18  South  PeaiL 
,  ohn  V.  Maoson,  68  State, 
kbnaon  AlVue,  Feny,  cor.  Broadway,  Gieenbuib. 

I.  a  MK'all,  5  Douw's  liuildiiif,'. 

^.  S.  .McCall,  |r.,  5  1  )ouw  s  Building. 

ohnT.  Ml  I)oi„  .uij:li.  1 14  State. 
'  V.  C.  McHarg,  50  Sute. 
James  A.  McKown,  1 14  State. 
Wm.  H.  McNaughton,  44-45  Tweddle  BitUding. 
James  C.  Mathews,  1 8  South  Pearl. 
J.  W.  Maltice.  y  T\vr,I  !',■. 
P.  F.  Mattiinorc.  841  Broad w.iv. 
Charles  W.  Mead,  86  Stale. 
Edward  J.  Meegan,  Beaver  Block. 
Thomas  A.  Meegan,  Beaver  Block. 
Payton  F.  Miller,  25  North  Pc-arl. 
Charles  H.  Mills,  44  45  Tweddle  Building. 
Charles  W.  Mink.  225  Green. 

G.  W.  Miner,  Albany  Savings  Book  Building. 

N.  C  Moak,  Chapd  street,  comer  Maiden  Lane. 

John  F.  Montignani.  73  State. 

W.  D.  Morange,  69  State. 

Judson  H.  Morrey,  Jr.,  62  Twed  He  Bu  Iding. 

Wm.  T.  Murray,  Room  8,  Museum  Building. 

Ma.\  Myers,  72  State. 

Wm.  D.  Murphy,  431  Qinton  avenue. 

Edward  Newcomb,  5  .\lbany  Sa%'ings  Bank  Build'g. 

M.  ('.  G.  Nil  hols,  I S7  Liv  ingston  avenue. 

Nathaniel  Niles,  7  .Albany  Savings  Bank  Building. 

Frank  S.  Niver,  99  State. 

Norton  ft  Bentler,  73  SUte. 

John  C  Nott,  50  State 

Edward  W.  Nii;;>-nt.  52  State. 

Mycr  Niissbauiii,   Albany  Savings  Bank  Building. 

Smith  O'Brien,  9  Tweddle  BuiU^^ 

John  I.  Olcutt,  69  State. 

Tohn  B.  CMalley,  Rooms  7-8,  44  State. 

Myron  H.  Oppenheim,  Tweddle  Building. 

I-eonard  Paige,  55  State. 

Parker  \     >untr\  man,  99  State; 

A.  j.  Parker,  jr.' 

Gt:ori.;e  I'arr,  74  Slate. 

R.  W.  ftekham,  Koom  7  .\lban7Sav.Bank. 

John  DeWitt  Pelt/.,  35  38  Tweddle  Building. 

John  C.  Pennic,  149  Madison  avena& 

A.  B.  Pratt.  iy4  State. 

Charles  H.  Ramsey,  71  State. 

Joseph  U.  Ramsey,  71  Sute. 

Rankin  ft  Featherstonhaugh,  31  North  Pearl. 

Wm.  F.  Rattiboiic,  79  Chapel. 

("••melius  B.  Reanlon,  24  North  Pearl. 

Ldward  v.  Rctd,  3.^  Tweddle  Building; 

Hugh  Keilly,  29  .North  PearL 

Dexter  Reynolds,  25  North  PearL 

Simon  W.  Kosendale. 

S.  C  Rodgcrs,  5»  Tweddle  Building. 

Edward  D.  Konan,  34  Twi  ddle  Building. 

Wm.  P.  kudil,  20-23  I'weddle  Building. 

, .  G.  Runkle,  18  High. 

\  ames  M.  Ruso,  52  Tweddle; 

'  oseph  W.  Russell,  Jermain's  Building,  2  James  St 

.  H.  Sand,  1 14  State. 

ileecker  Jsunders,  24  North  PearL 

H.  T.  .'sanford,  74  .State. 
Thomas  Sayre,  443  Broadway. 


Digitized  by  Google 


IM 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTl'  OF  ALBANY. 


Robert  G.  Schercr,  73  State. 

Wm.  M.  Scott 

Andrew  G.  .Seelman,  So  State. 

Osgood  H.  She()ard,  443  Broadway. 

S.  O.  Shepard,  443  Broadway. 

Hiram  E.  Sickels,  25  North  PeaiL 

George  W.  Smith,  74  State 

Horace  E.  Smith,  43  Twcddlc  Building. 

Stuart  G.  Speir,  Museum  Building,  Room  9. 

C.  T.  F.  Spoor,  35  to  38  Tweddle  Bnildiiig. 

Nathaniel  Simiiltling. 

B.  I.  Stanloii,  3  2  Tweddle  Building. 
David  H.  Sunwix,  Bt-avcr  Block,  Room  la 
J.  Stedman,  443  Broadway. 

P.  A.  Stephens,  78  Stat& 
John  B.  Steele,  Jr. 

Uenry  F~  Stem,  37  Maiden  Lane,  Room  2. 

George  II  Stevens,  48  Tweddle. 

John  A.  Stephens. 

Clarence  Strevell,  24  North  Pearl. 

Elliott  L  Stiles,  5  Flutiti(M)»  £.  A. 

Henry  C  Stiyker. 

J.  B.  Sturterant 

Geo.  V.  Thatcher. 

Wm.  W.  Thompson,  74  State: 

Gea  I*  Thompson,  444  Broadway. 

C.  M.  Tompkins,  Albany  Savogi  Bank  Building. 
Tracey  k  r<  ">]>er,  24  North  FearL 

A.  \\.  I'rcniain,  13  Tweddle  Bnildiog: 
George  M.  True,  66  State. 
Lucien  Tuffs,  Jr.,  Beaver  BKick. 
Thomas  J.  Van  Alstyne,  9  Douws  Building. 
Andrew  Van  Derzee,  14  Tweddle  Building. 
W.  Bayard  Van  Rensselaer,  25  North  Pesil. 
Abram  V;in  \'<  <  fitcu,  3  -5  North  Pearl. 
Laiibing  Van  Wic,  16  Second  avenue. 
AlonzoR  Vu<  ilio,  73  State. 
Fletcher  Vosburgh. 

Isaac  H.  Vrooman,  sSa  Hamilton  street 

Edward  Wade,  State. 

Frederick  K.  Wadliams,  33  Tweddle  Building; 

R.  B.  Wagtmer,  86  State. 

Augustus  H.  Walsbe,  85  Hawk. 

lohnW.  Walsh,  79ChapeL 

Walter  E.  Ward;  37  Maiden  I^nc. 

Hiram  L.  Washburn,  Jr.,  44  State. 

Cyrus  Watcrbur)',  Jr.,  44  State. 

Robert  H.  Wells,  94  Sute. 

iacob  Wendell,  184  Elm. 
ir.  S.  Wbitmor^  86  Slat& 
Thos.  F.  Wilkinson,  16  Bonw's  Baildlng. 
ohn  S.  ^^^  .lfe.  14  North  Pearl. 
Bradford  R.  \\  <  »od,  25  Tweddle  Building. 
.  Hampden  Wood,  25  Tweddle  Building; 
IcMrace  I.  Wood. 
Fhmcis  H.  Woods,  1 16  State. 
O.  M.WHj,'ht.  25  North  Pearl. 
Edwin  Voung,  79  Chapel. 
William  A.  Yoc 
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(  .  M.  B.irlow, 
W.  Scott  CoflSn, 
J.  M.  Harris. 

Jiincs  K.  Cr.iwford, 
diaries  I'.  IK.ylc, 
Pcfcr  G.  1-  aUriio, 
r.corpe  H.  Fins, 
1  awrence  U.  Finn, 
l^uiL  \V.  nr.lcr. 
Murray  Hubbard, 

Hiram  Grigg% 


Cornelius  Vandcrzcc, 
Gcrrit  Witlnck. 


CUHOS.S. 


Lawtbdos  Fautk, 


Fudejr  Fliber, 


RtMinl.  Hoose, 
TdUB  &  McIiCan. 

Peter  D.  Nivcr, 

lames  R  Sifvctiv, 
ICarlc  L.  Stimsoii, 
Henry  A.  Strong, 
•   •    James  Wallace. 

otnumtLANs. 

Atdiiaan  MitdielL 

HtW  SCOTLAND. 

B.  II.  Staats. 

RENSSKLAERVUXI. 

Normsa  W.  Fsxdk, 

miiam  R.  T.inncr. 

WKSTEKLO. 


WIST  TaOT. 

A.  D.  Ltoo, 
Eugene  McLesHi 
VoDcert  J.  OaOant. 
D.  J.  O'SuIlivan, 
Isaac  B.  Potter, 
AlfrnI  \V.  Kiel 
riioma*  F.  KilOf, 
I'clcr  A.  Rojjcrs, 
Klias  V.U1  O'Litida, 
James  W.  Warfonl. 

OaUM  ISLAHD. 

i  R.  Tdrsiioci 


Edw«rd  V.  FilUB. 
John  D.  Wyta 


Geo.  P.  Akiaader, 
L.R.Beeklty, 
E.  L.  Blood, 
ames  W.  Bovle^ 
ohn  H.  Gkeaaoo, 

L.  Getty, 
.  n.  Hall.  n, 
'Villiam  Hollands, 
C.  I Htid><>n, 
Isaac  W.  Lansing, 


JUDGES  AND  OTHER  CX)URT  OFFICERS 
FoK  AuAMT  Commr,  oa  Rismnas  or  mx  Cocmtt. 

MAsrr.Ks  Of  CoLOMAi.  Court  or  Chjuicery. 
Total  Abeel  and  Kvert  Hanker,  Oct.  13,  1705 ;  P.  P. 
Schuyler,  1768. 

Chakcxux>r!>  of  State  Court  of  Chancery. 
John  fjuiiing,  Jr.,  Oct.  21,  1801  ;  James  Kent,  Oct  25, 
1814  ;  Reulien  H.  \Valwi>rth,  April  22,  1828. 

Chief  Justices  from  Au«anv  Cou.ntv  of  the  Sufrxmb 
coort  from  1777  to  1847. 
Robert  Yates,  Scptemlirr  jS.  lyqo;  John  I.ansin«,  Jr., 
Pebraary  iCj  1798;  Jame-,  Kent,  July  2,  1804:  South 
Thompson,  F^ebniary  3,  1814;  Amfarase  Speooer,  Fefanaij 
9, 1(19;  Grstae  C  BraiuaQ,  Mardi  5, 1845. 

Puisne  Jtstii  ks  of  Supr.'mc  dmri. 
Robert  Yates,  May  S,  1777;  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  September 
38, 1790;  Ambrose  S|>«ticcr,  Folnatjrs,        Gnas  C. 
Bnmaon,  January  6,  1836. 

A  Circuit  Court  was  created  by  the  Constitation 
of  1 82 1.  It  was  the  Nisi  Prius,  or  Trial  Court  of 
the  Supreme  Court.  The  .State  was  divided  into 
I  iL-lit  <li>i:i(t-  (<r  <  ircuits,  corTcspondiii>,'  to  the 
.Seii  Uun.il  l  )i>trictj>.  At  least  two  Circuit  Courts 
and  Court-  nt  Oyer  and  Terminer  were  required  to 
be  held  in  each  coooty  annually,  the  Circuit  Judge 
pnaiding.  Each  of  the  Circuit  Judges  was  to  ap' 
point  a  clerk  Tur  the  Court  of  Equi^,  to  be  hod 
Vf  each  judge  respectively. 

CiRCorr  Judges  fr«m  Alhamy  CtmiOy. 
WiUiani  A.  Ducr,  .'Vpril  21,  iS;;;  J,iin«  \'andef|posl, 
January  12,  1S30;  .\maiaj.  Parker,  .March  6,  1844. 
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'I  lic  Cii^titution  uf  1846  abolished  the  old  -Su- 
preme Court,  the  Court  of  Cbancerv,  Court  for  the 
Conecdon  of  Errors,  and  the  Grcuit  Courts;  insti- 
tuting a  Court  of  Appeals,  a  Supreme  Court  with 
an  Equity  sitle,  and  retaining  the  Court  ol  Oyer 
and  I  crminer.  The  Judges  these  CouTts  were 
all  made  elective. 

Jin»n  OP  TRS  CoOKT  or  Appeals  from  the  Cnmty  cf 
Alcxan.lcr    S.  Johnson,  November  5,   tSci;  John  K. 

Porter.  Jan.  2,  186$;  Kufus  W.  Packham,  Itay  17,1870; 

Samuel  lUiid,  Juae  11, 1878. 

JODOSS  OP  TUB  Sdprshb  COckt  UHdir  the  CmuHhaim 

Ira  llarris,  June  7,  1847;  Elisha  I".  Hurll«if,  June  7,  1847: 
Malbonc  Watson,  Tunc  7,  1847,  .ami  Nuv.  S,  1X5^:  AniasaJ. 
Parker,  June  7, 1S47;  In.  Harris,  tSovcmlicr  4,  1851;  l>eo- 
datnWiighL^MilMk  1857:  Rufus  W.  Pcckh.tin,  Novem- 
ber 8,  1861:  WlBtaatU  Learned.  June  21,  1869  ,  RiafiisW. 
ftdcka,  h..  November  6. 1883;  William  L.  Learned,  No. 
vcnber,  1884. 

Jii'I.L'c  rcckham  is  a  son  of  HoiL  Rufus  W. 
I'cclchum,  a  judge  uf  the-  Court  of  Appeals,  who 
was  a  pssseoger  on  tlie  steamer  ViBe  iu  Havre, 
which,  OD  the  nigbt  of  Novemlier  at,  1873,  In 
mid-ocean,  collided  with  the  British  iron  ship  Loch 
Erin.  Two  hundred  and  twenty-six  souls,  among 
whom  were  Judge  P.  and  his  wile,  were  drowned. 

COUST  OF  COHMOH  FtBAS  AND  SpiCIAL  SkSSIOKS. 

A  Court  of  Common  Pleas  was  established  in 
Albany  Couniy  by  the  provisions  of  the  Doogsa 
Charter,  1686.  A  Court  of  Common  Pleas  was  es- 
tablished in  ciich  Cnuiitv  by  ;in  act  of  tlio  C'.Ioiiial 
Legislature  in  1691.  I  he  tirsi  State  Constitution 
retained  the  C>)urt  of  Common  I'leas,  varying  its 
procedure  to  accord  with  tlie  Suie  Government 
rhe  Constitution  also  oiganixed  a  Court  of  Ses- 
sions, it  being  the  criminal  side  of  the  Common 
Pleas,  as  the  present  Court  of  Ses.-iions  is  the  i  rimi- 
nal  side  of  the  County  Court.  Tiie  jmlges  were 
q>pointed  by  the  Covemor  and  Council  of  Ap- 
pointment down  to  1 82 1,  when  the  latter  body 
was  abolished,  and  the  Common  Pleas  judges  were 
appointed  by  die  Governor,  by  and  with  the  a<H  icc  of 
tlie  Scn.ito.  down  to  the  Constitution  of  1846,  which 
aboli.sheil  the  Court  of  Common  Plea.s,  cr<  nc  I  .1 
County  Court,  a  Court  of  Sessions  to  be  jir  :  i  : 
over  by  one  County  judge  in  each  County  elected 
by  die  people.  It  provided  for  the  election  of  two 
justices  in  each  County  who,  with  the  County  judge, 
constituted  a  Court  of  .*x-s.Motis  for  the  trial  of 
CI  i!s.  These  session  justices,  with  a  justice  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  constituted  tlie  Court  of  Oyer 
and  Terminer  in  each  Cbunty  r<Mr  the  trial  of  crimi- 
nals of  a  higher  grade. 

We  give  the  names  of  the  First  Judges  of  the 
Court  of  Common  Pleas  during  its  e.xistenc^  fol- 
lowed b)  the  County  judges  appointed  or  elected 
since  under  the  first  Constitution  of  1777,  and  of 
the  Consiitulion  of  1846  : 

Mayor,  Rkcoriier  and  Ai.dkkmkn  ft  Albimy,  or  at^ 
three  of  them,  from  /OS 6. 

Peter  .Schuyler,  .May  27,  Kkji;  John  AU-cl,  May  27,  tTOa; 
Pclcr  Schuylir.  Oct.  14,  |702;  Kilhacn  Van  Kcn5>claer, 
^i,  >7>7i  Rulgcr  Bleecker,  Dec  23,  1726;  Ryer 


C.crrili*',  Dot.  23,  1733;  Rohirt  Saadent,  Nov.  28,  17.19: 
Sy brant  (iixise  Van  schafck,  T»n.  5,  1758;  Rensselaer 
N'icoll.  May  14.  1702:  Aljr.ih.im  Ten  Brock,  March  4,  1773; 
Wklter  l.i%'int:»ton.  Maich  22,  1774;  John  H.  Ten  Eyck, 
Match  St,  1775;  Voikert  P.  Uonr,  jamtf^  1778}  itteaat 
Tea  Braeck,  Marcb  36,  17S1;  Leoaanl  Osiiaewort,  Mndi 
19,  1794;  John  Tavler,  VA.  7,  1707;  Nicoiaa  N.Qaadtsn- 
bush.  Jan.  13.  \Voy,  David  McCarty,  March  13,  1804; 
Charles  I>.  (  cwpcr,  March  ao,  1806;  Jacolt  Ten  Ejrck, 
June  8,  lSti7:  Apullos  Moore,  June  6,  l8l2;  lamrs  L'Amo- 
reaux,  March  15,  1828;  Samuel  Chccver,  M.\rch  12,  1833; 
John  (.angiiii;,  Alay  17,  1838;  Peter  Gansevoort,  April  17, 
1843;  William  Parinclee,  June,  1847;  Albert  1).  Roiiin>on, 
Nov.,  1S51;  (IloL  jJC  Wolford,  Nov.,  18S9;  Jacob  11.  (  lute, 
Nov.,  i86j;  ThonuuJ.  Van  AUtyne,  Nov.,  1871;  John  C. 
Nott,  Nov.,  1883. 

Coi'RT  OF  Probate. 

By  an  Act  of  1787,  Surrogates  were  empoweied 
to  be  appointed,  the  Judge  of  die  Court  of  Probates 

holding  jurisdiction  in  cases  of  decease  out  of  the 
State,  or  of  non-residents  within  the  State.  On 
March  10,  1797,  an  act  was  passed  providing  that 
the  Court  of  Probate  should  be  held  in  Albany, 
and  that  the  judge  and  derk  should  remove  toe 
boolcs,  papers  and  documents  of  that  court  to  that 
city,  and  reside  there.  This  court  held  appellate 
jurisdiction  over  the  Surrog.ite's  Court,  On  March 
21,  1823,  it  was  abolished,  and  ius  jurisdiction 
conferred  on  the  Chancellor,  who  exercised  it  until 
the  Court  of  Chaaoery  was  abolished  in  1846. 
Its  jurisdiction  was  dien  conferred  on  the  new 
;  Supreme  Court  The  records  of  this  court  were 
I  deposited  in  the  olfice  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  at 
.Mbany.  The  following  are  the  Albany  Coonly 
Judges  of  the  Court  of  Probate  : 

Leonard  Canscvoort,  April  (,  1799:  T.  VaaWydiGnu 
ban,  Miidi  16^  1813;  Gcrrit  Y.  LaMag,  July  8^  1816. 

Sl'RROG.XTF.';. 

Surrogates,  under  the  first  Constitution,  were  ap- 
pointed for  an  unlimited  period  by  the  Council  of 
Appointment,  and  an  appeal  lay  from  their  decis- 

i  ions  to  the  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Probates  of  the 
I  .State.    Under  the  second  Constitution  they  were 
a{>pointed  by  the  Governor  and  Senate  for  four 
years,  and  appeal*  lay  from  their  deckions  to  the 
I  Chancellor. 

I     The  Constitution  of  1847  abolished  the  oflke  of 

Surrogate,  except  in  counties  w  here  the  popul.xtion 
exceeded  40,000,  and  devolved  its  duties  on  the 
County  Judge.  In  counties  exceeding  this  popu- 
lation the  Legislature  may  authorize  the  election  of 
Surrogates.  They  are  elected  for  six  yean,  and 
are  allowed  to  take  tlie  acknowli  dgtiu-nt  of  deeds 
and  administer  oaths  in  the  same  maimer  as  County 
Judgesi. 

Siikr(>i;atks  p/ .l/t>iinv  County. 

John  I>ePey>tcr,  Auril  3,  1756;  William  Hannah,  Novem- 
ber 18,  1766;  Pelcr  Lansiiigh,  E*txfinbcr  3,  1766;  Slcpheu 
DcLanccv,  September  ig,  1769;  John  Uc  Peyslcr,  March 
23,  1778;  Ueniv  Oothowtt,  Apcil  4,  1783;  tohn  I)c 
PT  Douw,  April  4,  1782 ;  Abraham  G.  Xansing, 
March  13,  1787;  Elisha  Oorr,  April  IS,  1808;  Jaba 
H.  Wendell,  March  5,  1810;  Iticlianl  Lush,  June  tt, 
tSlI:  John  II.  Wendell,  .March  3.  1813:  George  Merchant, 
Uavdl  17,  1815;  Christopher  C  Vaic!.,  April  l>). 
EbetkczcT  ItiUlwiii.  July  7.  1S19;  Abraham  Ten  Kyck,  Jr., 
February  19,  1S21;  1  hi'inas  A.  Ilrigdcn,  April  11,  1822; 
Anthony  Blanchard,  April  9,  1831;  Moms  Patten,  Febra. 
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VTf  a8,  1*40;  Anthony  Hlanchartj,  FtSiiiiry  .^S,  iS.(4; 
Lewii  Benedict,  Jr.,  June,  1847;  OrvilU-  H.  ChiUcnden, 
NoTcmtier,  i8«i;  James  A.  McKown,  November,  1855; 
Tustna  HMirelf,  Norember,  1859;  Israel  Lawton,  Novem- 
DCT,  1863:  FelCT  A.  Rogen^  MotcBfao^  1S71;  Fnacto  U. 
Woodi,  MbvHkber,  18S3. 

UBTMCT  ATTMltSTBL 

This  officer  was  at  first  Assistant  Attomey  Gcn- 
end.  llie  Gounties  were  divided  into  district^  ia 
whidi  he  bad  jurisdiction;  hence  the  name  of  IMt- 

trict  Attorney.  The  .id  of  February  12,  1796, 
divided  the  St.ite  into  scvli>  (li!.tiii.Ui;  that  of  1801, 
into  thirli/cn  tlisuitt>,  B\  the  laws  "f  iSiS,  each 
county  W.IS  oitisiiiuled  a  separate  di>irii.t  fur  the 
purposes  of  this  office.  Under  the  sccontl  (.'(  iii>ti- 
tntion.  District  Attorneys  were  appointed  b)r  the 
Court  of  Geneial  Seseimu  in  each  coun^.  Under 
die  ConatUotiain  of  1846,  th^  were  made  elecdve. 

Ahnlian  Van  Vediten,  Fefanuuy  16.  1796;  Samuel  S. 
Lnrii,  Aprfl  6,  iSit;  David  L.  Van  Antwerp,  Tune  21, 1818; 
Samuel  A.  Footc,  juIt  3,  1819;  Benjamin  F.  But!rr.  !>hru. 
ary  10,  i$2i  ;  l->iirara  Urmgrtoa,  June  14,  1825  .  IoiI  j  \V. 
retkham.  March  27.  |8<8;  Henry  G.  Whcaton,  March  30, 
1S41;  Edwin  litchhelil,  .Man  h  ^o,  1844;  Andrew  J.  Colvin, 
Marrh  Jl,  iS.ji'>;  Sjiiiiit  l  H.  I  lammoiid,  June,  1847;  An- 
<lri'W  _I.  tji.ilvin,  \ H  tni' 'ir.  lS^<'.:  Hamilton  Ilarri--,  Novnil- 
bcr,  1^53;  Samuel  <;  <  l  urtncy.  Nnvomlicr,  1S56;  Ira 
Shafcr,  Novcmbc'j,  iSi'/;  S  li  nMin  V.  Hii;^;ms,  November, 
1862;  Henry  Sinitli,  Ni>vciii'iH.'r,  18(15;  KultH  W  .  I'lxkham, 
Jr..  N' ivi-iiilicr,  lSi>S:  N.itli.iiiicl  C.  Slixik,  Novcmlxr,  lS;i; 
John  M.  Uailcy,  November,  1S74;  Lansing  llotaling,  No- 
TODbcr,  1877;  D.  Ca^  Hcrrick,  Kovcmber,  iSSa 

COITNTV  CLERKS. 

The  Coun^  Clerk,  during  the  colomal  period, 
was  Clerk  of  dw  Court  of  Com  mon  Fleai,  Cleric  cS 

the  Peace,  and  Clerk  of  the  Sessions  of  the  Peace, 
in  his  own  county.  Under  tlie  first  St.ite  Consti- 
tutii  n,  It  his  duty  to  keep  the  County  Records, 
and  act  as  the  Clerk  of  the  Inferior  Court  of  Com- 
mon Picas  and  Cleik  of  the  Oyer  and  Terminer. 
These  last  duties  were  conferred  upon  him  by  the 
Act  of  Febmary  i  a,  1 796.  The  seals  of  the  Coun- 
ty Gcrk  were  the  .seals  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleass  in  their  respective  counties.  County  Clerks 
are  now  Clerks  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Court  of 
Oyer  and  Terminer,  Coimty  Court  and  Court  of 
Sessions.  The  term  of  office  since  the  adoption 
of  the  Constitution  of  i8ai  has  been  three  years. 

Ludovicus  Cobes,  1660;  Robert  Livlufttton,  1675:  Johan. 
ne$  Cuyler,  March  2,  1^90;  Robert  Livingston,  1691';  Wil. 
liam  Shaw,  1606;  Robert  Uvint;*ton,  1705;  Philip  Livinf;- 
■loa,  lyai;  John  Colden,  February  23,  1740:  Harme  Gan- 
KVOOrt,  Sciitcnil^T  25,  1750:  Witham  .\|ar«.h,  1760;  Stephen 
De  Lanrv,  I,inu.:ry  25,  17(1;;  Ix-onani  <  tansc%-oort.  May  8, 
'777;  Mi'Ilitw  VLstlifr,  177.S;  KkIi.iuI  Lush,  Soptcmtjcr  29, 
1790;  Cha.'lcs  1).  Co'iiK-r.  M.irili  3.  lS<>S;  \Vi;!i,iin  I'.  H«ts, 
1-ctnuary  2S,  iSio;  <  h.irlc-a  P.  <  'i«jpcr.  Fel>ruary  5,  iSll; 
Joliii  l,iiv<t;,  M.ir.h  (Irotjje  .Mer*  hant,  March  31, 

1815;  Heury  Truax,  June  6,  1820;  George  Merchant,  Fet>. 


ruarv  19,  1S21 ;  L.  L.  Van  KIc-cck,  November,  lSaa;Gianid 
A.  len  tyck.  Novcrabcr,  1828;  Henry  B.  Unwdl.  Na- 
vember,  1837:  William  Mix.  Novenbir,  1S43;  Lamooe 


Van  Dusen,  November,  1846;  Robot  S.  Lai%  Wnwibtr, 
1C49;  Sobert  Ilarper,  MovoBber,  1852;  Robc^  Bab- 
cock,  Novanber,  1055;  Saudi  A.  Waterman,  November, 
1861;  Giles  K.  Winne,  February  0,  l8f»5  ;  haac  N,  Kcelcr, 

junc  20,  1868;  John  McEwcn,  Novenilxrr,  1SO8;  Albert  C. 
udson,  November,  1871 ;  WilUaiD  E.  f UfwcU,  Movanfaer, 
1874;  John  Larkin,  NofMiber.  1877}  WOliui  D.  Strevdl, 
Novsmber,  18S3. 


This  ofTicer,  during  the  colonial  period,  was  ap- 
pointed annually  by  the  Govemor-Gcnetal  and  CoKh 
ntal  CoundL  Under  the  &<Rt  Cbostitution,  he  was 

appointed  annuallyby  the  Council  of  .Appointment, 
and  no  jK-rson  could  hold  the  office  for  more  than 
four  successive  years  ;  he  could  hold  no  other  oft'ice, 
and  must  be  a  freeholder.  Since  the  adoption  of 
die  CcMistitution  of  182 1,  he  has  not  been  required 
to  be  a  freeholder,  in  elected  for  three  yean^  and  is 
ineligible  for  the  next  succeeding  term. 

John  Manning,  April  6,  1665  ;  Gcrrit  Swart,  Aug.  17, 
1668  ;  .\ndrew  I>faever,  Oct.,  1673  ;  Michael  .Siston,  Nov. 
4,  1674  ;  Johannes  Provoost,  Oct.,  1677  ;  Richard  IVctty, 

Oct.,  1678:  Ijxlovicus  Cobes,  Oct.,  U''7<) ;  Richanl  Pretty, 
Oct.,  |6S<.  ;  i..i^]:u  Teller,  March  1,  i'hjI  ;  John  .Vpple, 
IVr.  I,  1(192  ;  Simon  \"ouni»,  June  10,  ifigd  ;  Juhaimcs 
Gnx-ncndvke,   Oct..    l6<).S  ;   John  Willi.ims,  Oct.,  1699; 


Jonathan  Hros'lhurst,  t'ct.,  1700;  I.icol  ii'  Turk.  Oct., 
'1702;  DavlJ  Si  liiiySer,  Oct,,  1705  ;  llcnry  Hi.llan<l,  i  >ct., 
1706;  I'homas  Williams  Oct.,  1712;  Siimurl  lialjiiigton, 
Oct.,  1716;  Gcrrit  Van  Schaick.  Oct..  1710;  Henij  Hoi- 
land,  Oct.,  1720;  Philip  VcrpLinck,  Oct.,  1722;  Thomas 
Williams,  Oct.,  1723;  Goose  \an  Scfaaide,  Oct.,  1728; 
James  Stephenson,  Oct.,  1731  ;  James  UBthay,  Oct, 
1732  ;  Henry  HoUaad.  Oct.,  1710  (  Joba  Rtitecr  Bleecker, 
Oct.,  1746  ;  Jacob  Ten  Eyck.  Oct,  1747 ;  Ikomas  Wil. 
Warns,  CKrt..  1748;  Ridiartl  Miller,  Oct.,  1749;  Abraham 
Yates  Oct.,  1754;  Abraham  Vatc*,  Jr.,  Oct.,  1755  ;  Jacob 
Van  Schaick,  tfct.,  I7S9 ;  Hermanns  Schuyler.  June  18, 
I7<il  ;  Henry  Ten  ET«ac,Oet.,  1770  ;  Hendrkk  J.  Wendell, 
Sept.  27.  1777  ;  John  Ten  Bnxxk,  March  22,  1-81  ; 
Hendrick  J.  Wendell,  Nov.  29,  17S2  ;  John  Ten  lirocck. 
Sept,  2<).  17S6;  Peter  (iansev«X)rt,  Jr..  Sept.  29.  I7()0  ; 
John  Ostrandcr,  Jr.,  Sept.  29,  171)2  ;  John  tiiven.  Sep". 
20,  \~'if>  ;  Hcrniaiuis  1'.  S>  luiyli  r.  Kei>.  25,  iSco  ;  [ohn  J. 
Cuyler,  Jan.  2S,  180I  ;  Hi  rm  i:ius  H.  WetuicM,  Jan.  12, 
1S03  ;  r.awicnce  1~  Van  KIccck,  1-eb.  28,  1807  ;  SolonMwi 
Southwick,  Feb.  lOv  1806;  Jacob  Manciua,  Feb.  it,  1810; 
Peter  P.  Dos,  Feb.  IS,  1811  ;  Jacob  Mandas,  Feb.  23, 
1813 ;  base  Hempatcad,  March  n,  1815  ;  LMoavd  H. 
Gansevoort  March  6,  1819 ;  Comrim  Van  Aatimpb  Feb. 
12,  iSat ;  Cornelius  Van  Aatwop^  Nov.,  iSu;  C.  H.  Tea 
Eyck,  Nov.,  1825  ;  John  Beclcey  (removed  Oct.  5,  1839), 
1828 ;  Asa  Colvard,  Nov.,  1829;  Albert  Gallup,  Nor., 
1831  ;  Angus  McDuffic,  Nov.,  1834;  Michael  Artcher,  Nov., 
1837  ;  Amos  Adams,  Nov.,  1840  ;  Christopher  Kattcrman, 
Nov.,  1843  ;  Oscar  Tyler,  Nov.,  1846;  William  BeanUley. 
Nov.,  184Q  ;  John  Mcl  wcn,  Nov.,  1S52  :  William  1". 
liraytou,  Nov.,  1S55  ;  Thomas  W.  \  an  .\Urync,  Nov  , 
1^58  ;  Henry  Crainlall,  Nov.,  1S61  ;  Henry  I'itch, 
Nov.,  1864  ;  Harris  I'arr.  .Nov  .  iS'j7  ;  ("leor^'c  A.  Birch, 
Nov.,  1870;  Allien  Gallup,  Nov.,  1873  ;  John  Wcmple, 
Nov.  (>.  1S76  ;  J.'uneaA.  Houck,  Nov.,  1879;  Wskfl. 
Koeler,  Nov.,  il»2. 
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Hon.  AMASA  J.  PARKER. 


AM  ASA  J.  PARKER. 

Amasa  J.  Parker  was  bom  June  2,  1807,  at 
Sharon,  Parish  of  Ellsworth,  LitchfieKl  County, 
Conn.,  where  his  liither,  the  Rev.  Daniel  Parker,  was 
settled  for  twenty  years  as  a  Congregational  clergy- 
man. On  both  sides  .Mr,  Parker  traces  his  de- 
scent from  families  distinguislie<l  in  the  early  history 
of  New  England,  sharing  in  the  jwrils  and  occufa-  1 
tions  of  Indian  warfare,  and.  at  a  later  ilay,  in  our 
Revolutionary  struggle  His  maternal  grandfather, 
Thomiis  Fenn,  of  Watertown,  C^mn.,  represented 
thai  town  for  more  than  thirty  sessions  in  the 
Legislature  of  his  I^tatc. 

'I  he  Rev.  Daniel  Parker  removed  into  New  York 
State  with  his  family,  when  his  son  Amasa  was  nine 
years  of  age. 

Great  pains  were  taken  with  his  education,  and 
under  the  persorul  instruction  of  his  father,  as  well 
as  of  other  capable  teachers,  he  coniplctcil,  with 
great  th<jroughness, a  full  collegiate  course  of  study, 
and  in  June,  1823,  when  but  sixteen  years  old, 
though  having  the  jK-rsonal  apf)earance  of  more 
advanced  age.  he  was  ap|iointe<l  Principal  of  the 
Academy  locatc<l  at  the  City  of  Hudson,  an  institu- 
tion chartereil  by  the  Regents  of  the  University  of 
this  state,  and  entered  immediately  upim  the  duties 
of  the  position.  He  remained  there  four  years, 
and  on  the  first  of  May,  1827,  resigned  his  place 
to  prosecute  the  study  of  llie  law.  During  the  last 
year  of  his  scn'icc  in  the  aca<lemy,  he  had  entered 
the  office  of  Hon.  John  W.  Edmonds,  but  his  du- 


ties elsewhere  gave  him  bat  little  time  for  his  legal 
studies. 

He  was  eminently  successful  in  his  labors  as 
principal  of  the  Academy.  Under  his  charge  the 
institution  acquired  distinction  and  attracted  stu- 
dents from  different  and  distant  parts  of  the  coun- 
try. He  resignetl  his  trust  with  the  various  dejiart- 
ments  of  the  academy  full  of  students  and  in  the 
height  of  its  prosperity,  because  he  felt  that  the 
time  had  come  for  him  to  devote  his  whole  atten- 
tion to  the  necessary  preparation  for  his  intended 
profession. 

.\n  incident  occurred  when  he  was  in  charge  of 
the  academy  worthy  of  mention.  The  friends  of  a 
rival  and  successful  institution  in  a  distant  town  of 
the  same  county,  in  order  to  promote  its  interests, 
made  capital  of  the  (act  that  the  principal  of  the 
Hudson  academy  was  not  himself  a  graduate  of 
any  college.  To  put  such  an  objection  at  rest, 
young  Parker,  in  the  summer  of  1825,  presented 
himself  at  Union  College;  submitted  to  an  exam- 
ination for  tfie  whole  college  course  of  study,  and 
graduated  with  the  class  of  1825.  The  singular 
fact  occurretl  that  one  of  his  own  former  students 
graduated  with  him  in  the  same  class. 

On  resigning  the  charge  of  the  academy  in  May, 
1827,  Mr.  Parker  entered  the  olfice  of  his  uncle, 
Ama.sa  Parker,  Esq.,  an  eminent  lawyer  of  Delhi, 
Delaware  County,  who  had  been  esublished  there 
many  years.  I'pon  his  admission  to  the  Bar  in 
October,  1828,  he  entered  into  a  copartnership 
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with  his  uncle,  and  ilic  firm  kF  A.  A  A.  j.  Parker 
(well  known  to  the  profession  throughout  ibe 
Sute)wasnot  cl>  :v  1  till  Mr.  Parkei^i  appoint- 
ment to  tbe  Bench  in  Marcb«  1844. 

Dqring  all  dtat  lime  Mr.  Rurkerwas  engaged  in  a 
laise  professional  business.  p<-rh;i] is  mure  i  Ntt-nsive 
and  varied  than  that  of  .uu  <:iilier  muntry  l.iw  uf- 
fice  in  this  state.  He  soon  acquired  a  prcifejjsioiiai 
Standing  that  secured  him  a  large  practice  as  counsel 
in  tbe  highest  courts  of  the  state.  He  attended  quite 
regularly  the  circuits  of  Delaware, Greene, Ulsterand 
Schoharie  counties,  and  occaidonally  tlinse  held  in 
Brouiiif,  Ti'iLM  and  r<iinpkiiis  cuutuiLS,  and  in 
other  counties  more  distant,  as  well  as  the  stated 
Tenna  of  Chancery  and  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as 
the  printed  reports  of  thoae  cottfia  show.  It  has 
been  said,  by  those  acqaainted  with  the  subject,  that 
at  the  time  of  his  api"/iiiument  to  the  Ik-nch  he  had 
trietl  more  cases  at  the  Circuit  than  any  other  law- 
yer of  his  age  in  the  State. 

Mr.  Parker  always  insisted  that  bis  succeai^  in 
establishing  a  laige  'practice  as  attorney  and 
counsel,  was  owing  to  his  [iromptness.  system  and 
method  rather  than  to  any  othi  r  pcmliar  talent 
ll  w.Ls  the  lulc  ol  his  life  ne\er  (o  tail  lo  answer  a 
business  letter  on  the  s;uiie  day  011  which  it  was  re- 
ceived, to  send  to  liis  client  a  check  for  money 
colleacd  by  the  first  mail,  and  never  to  fiiil  in  liieMH 
ing  an  appointment  at  the  precis  time  fixed  for  ft 
This  latter  practice  he  never  omitted  on  the  bench, 
having  rarely  if  ever  failed  to  open  his  (  ourt  at 
j  rccise  hour  appointed.  In  this  way  he  en- 
forced the  most  punctual  attendance  of  counsel, 
parties  and  witnesses,  and  by  it  he  was  enabled  to 
accomplish  miuh  more  business. 

iJurmg  tile  (ilteen  years  of  Judge  Parker's  prac- 
tice, before  he  was  appointed  to  the  bench,  he 
mingled  somewhat  actively  in  political  contests  of 
the  day.  In  the  fid!  of  1833  he  was  elected  by  the 
Democratic  party  to  the  Assembly  witliout  opposi- 
tion, and  served  in  1834.  In  1835  he  was  elected 
bj'  the  Legislature  of  this  Stale  a  Regent  of  the 
1/ Diversity  of  the  State,  being  tlicn  twent) -seven 
yeaitof  age,  and  was  the  youngest  person  ever 
elected  to  that  distinguished  trust  He  held  it  for 
nearly  ten  years,  and  resigned  it  when  appointed  to 
the  bench.    In  November,  he  was  elected 

to  the  Twenty-fifth  Congress  to  represent  the  dis- 
trict then  composed  of  the  Cotmties  of  Delaware 
and  Broome.  This  time  also  he  tan  without  op- 
porition,  no  candidate  being  nominated  by  the 

opposite  part\.  lie  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
the  otTite  at  the  extra  ses.sion  lielil  in  September, 
1837,  and  served  during  the  three  sessions  of 
that  Congress.  These  w  ere  exciting  and  some- 
times  atormy  sessions.  The  Sub-Treasuiy  measure 
was  proposed  by  Mr.  Van  Buren  at  the  extra  ses- 
sion of  1837,  and  was  warmly  advocated  by  Mr. 
Parker  and  odieis,  but  it  did  not  secure  the  sup- 
port of  all  the  Dem<xratic  members.  Upon  it 
Coi^icaa  was  very  nc^arly  divided,  and  ques- 
tions were  frequently  decided  by  the  casting 
vote  of  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Polk.  It  was  not  till 
a  later  Congress,  when  the  measure  had  bcc<imc 
better  andcrstood,  that  it  was  passed  into  a  law, 


I  and  it  atill  remains  in  force,  its  wisdom  being>now 

admitted  by  all  parties. 

During  his  service  in  Congress,  Mr.  Parker  was 
'  actively  engaged  in  the  dnties  it  imposed,  on  com- 
mittees and  in  the  discnssiona  in  the  House.  His 

speeches  on  the  Missis,sipj>i  Klection  case,  on  the 
Sub- Treasury  bill,  on  the  Puliiic  Lands,  on  the 
Ciliey  and  <  iraves  duel  and  <m  other  subjects,  are 

'  reported  in  llie  proceedings  of  that  Congress. 
Hiram  Gray,  Richard  P.  Margin,  Henry  A.  Foster, 
Arphaxad  I.oi  >tnis,  Jithn  T.  Andrews  and  Amasa  J. 

I  Parker  were  the  last  six  survivors  from  this  State 
of  that  memorable  Congress. 

.Mr.  Parker,  at  the  close  of  bis  term,  returned  tr» 

I  the  practice  of  his  profession. 

In  the  autonm     1839  he  was  nominated  as  a 

'  candidate  for  State  Senate  firom  the  Senatorial  dis- 
trict then  corresponding  nearly  in  b<:>undary  to  the 
present  1  iiird  Juiiicial  District  of  this  State.  There 
were  twc>  vacancies  to  be  tilled  in  addition  to  the 
term  then  expiring.  There  were,  therefore,  three 
Senators  to  be  chosen.  The  year  before,  Alonzo 
C.  Paige  had  been  elected  by  less  than  fifty  majority. 
Hut  on  this  occasion  the  three  Democratic  candi- 
dates were  all  defeated  by  a  majority  little  more 
than  nomiiiaL 

I  In  the  spring  of  1834  Mr.  Parker  was  appointed 
District  Attorney  of  IMawace County,  which  place 
be  held  for  thiee  yean  and  till  the  expiration  of 
his  term,  and  was  not  a  candidate  for  rea{qxrint> 
ment. 

The  later  incidents  of  Judge  Parker's  life  are 
more  femiliar  to  our  readers.  He  was  appointed, 
by  Gov.  Bouck,  Onniit  ludgc  and  Vice-Qnncellor 

ofilie  Third  Circuit  on  the  6th  of  March,  1844,  and 
iiiiniediatel)  renio\ed  to  the  ("ity  of  /Mbany.  where 
;  he  has  since  resided.  He  held  that  oflice  till  the 
spring  of  1847,  when  it  was  terminated  by  the 
adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  1846.  He  was 
then  elected  in  the  lltird  Judicial  Di.strict  a  justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  this  State  for  a  term  of 

eight  )e.irs. 

At  no  time  in  the  history  of  this  State  have  the 
judicial  labors  devolved  upon  a  judge  been  more 
I  difficult  and  responsible  tlian  tliose  wbicli  he  was 
I  called  on  to  dischai:ge  during  his  twelve  vetrs  of 
judicial  service.    It  was  during  this  time  that  the 
I  Anti -Kent  excitement  which- prevailed  throughout 
a  large  portion  of  his  judicial  district  was  at  its 
height,  crowding  the  civil  calendar  with  litigation, 
and  the  criminal  courts  with  indictments  lor  ads 
of  violence  in  resisting  the  collection  of  renla. 

The  trial  of  "  Big  Thunder."  before  Judge 
I'arker,  at  Hudson,  in  the  sjiring  of  1845,  lasted 
two  weeks,  and  the  jury  failed  lo  .agree.  When 
the  next  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer  was  held  in 
that  county.  Judge  Farker  WM  eqgaged  in  holding 
the  Court  in  Delaware  County,  and  Judge  Ed- 
nmnds  was  assigned  lo  hold  the  Columbia  Oyer 
and  Terminer  in  his  ulacc.  At  that  Court  "  Big 
lliunder  '  was  again  tiled  and  was  ctmvided  and 
sent  to  the  Sttte  prison. 
In  the  summer  of  1845  Osman  N.  Steele,  Under 

SberifT  I'f  Delaware  County,  while  engaged  with  a 
pease  in  his  official  duties  in  the  collection  of  rent 
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dnc  from  Moses  Earle,  at  Andes,  in  that  county, 
was  vioientiv  resisted  by  about  two  hundred  men 
aimed  and  disguised  as  Indians,  and  was  shot  and 
killed  by  them  Intense  e\(  •tement  prevailed  in 
the  county.  A  great  struggle  followed  between 
those  who  resisted  and  those  who  sought  to  en- 
force the  law& 

On  the  S5th  of  Aognst,  1845,  Gov.  Wright  de- 
clared the  County  of  Delaware  in  a  state  of  insur- 
rection, and  a  battalion  of  lipht  infantry  was  de- 
tailed to  aid  tlie  civil  authorities  in  ihe  preservation 
of  order  and  the  niakini;  of  arn  sis.  At  the  in- 
quest held  on  tlie  b(xiy  of  Shi  iill  StLule  and  at  a 
Court  of  General  Sessions,  the  whole  subject  was 
fully  investigated.  Some  uufictments  vere  found 
f(  J  rin  u  n  1  e  r,  b  u  t  moit  of  them  were  for  maashragfater 
and  lesser  uiTenses. 

Over  two  hundred  and  forty  persons  were  in- 
dicted, most  of  whom  were  arrested  and  in  custody 
awdting  trial  at  die  then  appcoaching  Oyer  and 
Terminer. 

The  regular  piil  and  two  loj?  jails,  temporarily 
constructed  for  the  pur(M»se,  were  lillcd  with 
prisoners.  Under  these  discoura^ng  circum- 
stances, and  with  armed  men  sutioned  in  the 
Court  room  and  throughout  the  village  to  preserve 
order,  Judge  Parker  opened  the  Oyer  and  Terminer 
at  Delhi  on  the  2 2d  of  Septenibc-r,  1845.  A  lirief 
Statement  of  the.sc  prtKccdin^s  and  an  extract  from 
the  charge  of  Judge  Parker  to  the  ( iiand  Jury  will 
be  found  in  die  History  of  Delaware  County,  by 
Jay  Gould,  published  in  1856  and  dedicated  to 
judj;e  Parker. 

After  charging  the  (Iraud  Jury  he  g;»ve  notice 
that,  whatever  time  it  might  take,  he  should  con- 
tinue to  bold  the  court  till  every  case  was  tried 
and  the  jails  were  deaied. 

The  indictments  were  prosecuteil  by  the  District 
Attornt'v,  assisted  by  John  Van  lluren,  then  At- 
toriu  v -( icnerai,  and  by  Samuel  Sherwood,  a  dis- 
tinguislied  member  of  the  Har,  then  of  New  York, 
bat  who  fomerly  resided  at  Delhi,  and  the  prison- 
en  were  defended  by  able  counsel,  aoiODg  whom 
were  Samnd  Gordon,   Mitchell  Sandford  and 

Samuel  S.  Bowne. 

John  Van  Sieenburgh  was  first  tried  ami  con- 
victed of  murder.  Edward  O'Connor  was  next 
tried  with  a  like  result  Both  were  sentenced  to 
be  executed  on  the  sqA  of  November,  then  next ; 
four  others  were  convicted  of  felony  and  sent  to  the 
State  Prison  for  life,  and  thiiieen  were  sent  to  the 
Slate  Prison  for  ditlercnt  terms  f>f  years.  A  large 
number  who  had  been  engaged  in  resisting  the 
dieriff.  but  who  had  not  been  disgniaed,  pleaded 
guilty  of  misdemeanors.  Some  of  these  were  fined, 
but  as  to  mixt  of  them,  and  as  to  some  who  plead- 
ed guilty  I  if  tnaiishuiniitt-r.  vtjptence  w.is  suspended, 
and  they  were  told  by  the  Court  they  would  be 
bdd  responsible  for  the  future  preservation  of  the 
peace  in  their  neighborhoods,  and  were  warned 
that  if  any  other  instance  shonld  occur  of  resisting 
an  officer,  or  of  a  violation  of  the  statute,  which 
made  it  a  felony  to  appear  for  such  purf^wise  armed 
and  disguised,  they  would  at  once  be  suspected, 
and  might  expect  to  be  called  up  for  sentence. 


Under  this  assurance  they  w#e  set  at  liber^,  and 
it  is  but  justice  to  them  to  say  that  they  became  Ae 
best  possible  conservaton  of  the  peace,  and  tfaatno 
resistance  •  if  process  by  violence  has  ever  tinoe  00- 

cured  in  tliat  county. 

At  the  close  of  the  third  week  of  the  court,  all 
the  cases  had  been  disposed  of.  No  prisoners 
were  left  in  jail  except  thoae  awaiting  execution  or 
transportation  to  the  State  Prison  ;  the  militar>' 
were  soon  after  lii.scharged.  and  the  Xog  jails  taken 
down,  and  peai  e  and  good  order  have  ever 
since  reigned  in  tiie  county. 

A  report  of  the  trial  of  Van  SteeBbmi^,  with  a 
note  rdferring  to  the  business  of  that  court,  will  be 
found  in  /  Park,  Cr.  Rep. .  jp.  The  sentences  of 
Van  Steenburgh  and  O'Connor  were  subsc<juently 
ct>mmuled  by  Gov.  Wright  to  imprisonment  for 
life ;  and,  about  a  year  later,  all  those  in  the  State 
prison  were  pardoned  by  the  sooceaKtr  of  Gov. 
Wright 

Great  credit  was  awarded  to  Judpe  P.irker  for 
his  succes-sful  tlischarge  of  the  delii  ate  .imi  difl'n.ult 
duties  devolved  upon  him  at  the  Delaware  Over 
and  Terminer,  and  at  the  next  commencement  tlie 
degree  of  Doctor  of  Laws  was  conieiTed  on  him  by 
Geneva  College; 

As  has  be«i  stated,  Judge  Parker's  services  as 
Circuit  Judge  and  Vii  e-(  (laiieellMr  tcnnitiated  in 
1847  by  the  adoption  of  the  new  state  con.stitu- 
tion  of  1846,  under  which  an  elective  judiciary 
ancceeded  to  the  exercise  of  the  judicial  powers  of 
the  state  In  all  the  counties  of  the  Third  Judicial 
District,  meetings  of  the  Bar  were  heKl,  and  com- 
plimentar}'  addresses  to  Judge  Parker  were  signed, 
approving  his  judicial  course,  and  from  his  a.ssoci- 
ates  on  tlic  Bench  of  the  Rensselaer  Oyer  and  Ter- 
miner he  received  a  similar  earnest  recognition  of 
his  serv  ices  and  of  their  personal  respect. 

Judge  Parker  was  one  of  four  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  eki  teil  in  the  Third  Judicial  Dis- 
trict in  June,  1S47,  being  chosen  by  a  very  large 
vote;  and  he  entered  upon  the  duties  of  this  office 
on  the  first  of  July,  1847.  During  his  term,  he 
served  one  year,  during  the  year  1854,  in  the  Court 
ofAjjpeals.  Ills  rirm  .TsiiniLeasa  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  e.\pired  on  llie  31st  of  December, 
1855.  His  opinions  in  causes  pending  in  that 
Court  will  be  found  in  the  fint  twenty-one  volumes 
of  BarioHt'g  St^rem  Cottrt  Reports.  In  the  year 
1854  Judge  Parkcrserved  in  the  Court  of  .Appeals, 
arui  wiis  there  associatetl  with  judges  Gardner, 
Detiio,  .\le.xander  S.  |<thnson,  Allen  and  others. 
His  opinions  in  that  court  are  reported  in  ist  and 
sd  volumes  of  Kemaiis  Reports.  AinonK  thr«se 
OMMI  worthy  of  reference,  is  the  case  of  Snedeker 
VSl  Warring,  reported  in  2d  Keman,  170,  a  ca.se 
which  attracted  much  attention  at  the  lime,  fir  tlx- 
reason  that  it  presente<l  a  very  nice  question,  and 
one  that  had  not  been  before  decided  either  in  this 
oomtiy  or  m  EngUmd  It  was  finally  decided  on 
the  anmority  of  cases  adjudged  under  die  dvil  law 
on  the  continent  of  Europe.  It  involved  the 
question  whether  a  statue,  colossal  in  sire,  erected 
its  an  ornament  on  the  grounds  in  front  of  a  coun- 
ury  residence,  and  securely  attached  to  the  earth  by 
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in  vdght,  «M  real  or  personal  property.  The 
caae  vasufpied  by  vary  able  oouiMel,  and  it  hap- 
pened, bf  the  imictice  of  die  Cotirt,  In  turn,  to 

fall  to  Judges  Johnson  and  Parker  t«  >  write  t>pin- 
ions.  At  the  close  of  tl>e  arj;umctit,  as  the 
judges  were  separating  K»r  the  day,  in  a  few  wonls 
of  consultation  that  took  place  between  the  judges 
who  were  to  write,  Judge  Jt^mon  aaid  he  bad  an 
fanpression  that  the  stiitue  was  real  property. 
Judge  Parker  said  his  impression  was  that  it  w;us 
pcrsi'iial.  \  mtiiiiii  l.itrr,  aiu-r  IhiiIi  ihr  lU'im-s 
had  spent  much  lime  .ii  ilie  Siatc  Lilian  hi  exam- 
ining the  anthoritien,  but  willioul  liaviiig  again 
qwken  together  on  the  subject,  and  aAer  each  bad 
written  his  opinion,  readv  to  be  read  and  dfacttMed 
at  the  next  meeting  of  all  the  judges,  Judge  Parker 
met  ludge  Jt>hnson  and  said  to  him:  "  1  have 
changed  my  opinion,  and  have  come  to  the  ton- 

doaion  that  the  statue  is  real  property. "  And  Judge 
Johnson  said  in  answer,  '*and  I  have  diangeid 

mine,  and  have  cr>ncluded  it  is  personal  property." 
W  hen  the  meeting  of  the  judges  was  hclil  for  con- 
sultation scM:)n  afterward,  both  opinions  were  rea<i 
after  discussion;  the  vote  stood  four  and  four,  and 
thus  it  remained  till  near  the  end  of  the  year,  when 
on  further  discussion  and  consideration,  five  voted 
with  judge  Parker  an<l  two  with  Judge  Johnson, 
and  the  case  was  decidi  il 

Judge  Parker  was  nominated  by  tlie  Democnitic 
Convention  for  re-election  in  the  autumn  of  1855, 
Ambrose  Z.  Jordan  being  the  candidate  of  the 
Republican  rarty,  then  newly  organized,  and 
fJeorge  fjould  tliat  of  the  "  Kniiw-\>ithing. "  an 
American  party.  Prominent  members  of  ihe  last 
named  party  proposed  to  nominate  Judge  Parker, 
but  he  declined  being  its  candidate.  A  very  small 
vote  was  cast  for  Mr.  Tordn,  but  Jn^  Gould 
was  elected.  That  was  the  year  when  the  American 
"Know-Nothing"  part)',  suddenly  springing  up, 
swept  'ilie  .Si.ite  by  1  it>;e  majorities.  Judge  Parker 
was  very  largely  aliead  (tf  his  ticket,  Injing  beaten 
\tj  die  American  candidate  by  only  about  a  thou- 
Mnd  votes;  wliile  the  state  offioen  on  the  American 
tidcet  in  the  same  judicial  district  had  a  majority 
of  several  thousand. 

Judge  Parker  then  resumed  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Albany,  and  though  afterward  re- 
peatedly offered  nominations  fisr  the  Supreme 
Court  and  for  the  Court  of  Appeals,  when  the 
Democratic  party  to  whit  h  he  belonged  was  in  the 
majority  in  his  district  and  in  the  Slate,  he  always 
dc(  lined,  and  pnfemd  tike  independent  pncticeof 
bis  profession. 

In  the  &11  of  1856  he  was  nominated  by  the 
Democratic  State  Convention  for  the  office  of  Gov- 
ernor. The  opposing  RepubKcan  candidate  was 
John  A.  King.  Erastus  Brooks  was  the  "Ameri- 
can "  candidate.  Though  Judge  Parker  received 
SevLT.il  Jiousand  majority  in  the  judicial  district 
where  he  was  beaten  the  year  before  by  about  a 
tfaoosand  majority,  he  was  defeated  in  the  State, 
(lov.  King  being  elected  liv  a  heavy  majoritv.  Mr. 
Buchanan,  who  w,is  elccteil  President  thai  year  by 
the  votes  of  the  other  States,  and  against  whom  the 
majority  in  the  State  of  New  Yodi  was  ncarijr  ten 


I  thousand  votes  more  than  the  majority  a^nst 
Judge  Parker,  who  ran  laigely  ahead  of  Ua  tickel; 
I  tendered  to  Ae  latter  offices  of  distincdon,  widch 

the  latter  declined.  .\nd  later  in  his  administra- 
tion, he  nominatetl  him  for  U.  S.  District  .Attor- 
ney for  the  Southern  District  of  New  \'i>rk,  and  the 
nomination  was  confirmed  by  the  U.  &  Senate, 
without  reference,  but  Judge  P.  refused  to  qualify, 
l)referring  his  own  private  [>rofessional  jiractice. 
In  the  fall  of  1858  the  Democratic  Sute  Con- 
:  vention  .igain  noniinaieil  him  for  the  oftice  of  (iov- 
ernor.  His  Rcpul>licaii  opponent  was  K.  D. 
Morgan,  who  was  elected  by  about  17,000 
majority,  though  Judge  Fkckcr  ran  aigain  laigdy  in 
advance  of  die  rest  oT  ihe  ddtet 

Since  that  time  Judge  Parker  has  not  been  a 
candidate  for  any  oflice  except  that  he  was  elected 
in  1867  a  delegate  from  the  County  of  Albany  to 
the  State  Constitutional  Convention,  in  which  be 
served  in  die  years  1867  and  1868,  as  a  member  of 
the  judiciary  and  other  conmiittce.N.  The  indiriary 
article  framed  by  thai  convention  was  Ujc  only  por- 
tion of  the  oonslitation  finally  adt^pled  by  the 
people. 

(in  Judge  Parker's  retirement  from  the  Bench, 
he  engaged  at  once  in  thepracticeof  bis  profession 
at  Albany,  taking  into  partnership  in  1865  his  s<jn, 
Amasa  J.  Parker,  jr.,  and  adding  to  the  finn  in 
1876  Ex-Judge  Kdwin  Countryman,  under  the 
name  of  nrker  k  Countryman.  He  devoted  him- 
self with  great  industry  and  success  to  his  profes- 
sitMial  dudes.  He  had  a  great  love  for  his  pro; 
iession  anil  f^r  the  ]irincii)les  u]H,n  which  the  law 
and  its  adiiiinisiraii' 'II  are  foundeii.  He  wxs  en- 
gaged in  a  large  piott  ssional  practice  and  in  many 
of  tiie  most  important  cases  that  have  ctune  into 
the  courts,  as  is  shown  by  the  State  and  PcdemI 
Reports.  Among  the  most  notable  litigations  in 
civil  cases  was  a  question  of  the  riglit  to  tax 
National  P.mks,  wliich  he  argued  before  the  Supreme 
Court  of  ibe  United  States,  in  the  employment  of 
the  city  of  New  York,  reported  in  4  Wallace  Rep., 
244  ;  and  in  this  State,  the  tide  of  Trinitv  Church 
to  property  in  the  city  of  New  Yorit;  the  Levy  will 
case,  reported  in  33  X.  1'.,  97  ;  the  famous  con- 
troversy between  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Canal 
Company  ami  liic  Pennsylvania  Company;  and 
that  of  the  boundary  line  between  the  States  of 
New  Yofk  and  New  Jersey,  reported  in  4t  y.  F. 
Rep,  2S3.  He  rarely  engaged  in  criminal  t  ases. 
and  his  defense  of  Cede  for  the  murder  ol  Hiscock, 
and  his  acting  in  two  or  three  other  murder  cases, 
were  exceptional.  He  declined  a  retainer  of 
$5,000  offered  him  to  act  as  oonnsd  in  the  deibisft 
of  Tweed. 

With  the  late  Judge  Ira  Harris  and  Amos  Dean, 
he  engaged,  in  1S51,  in  the  raimiinL,'  nf  '-the 
.Vlbany  Law  School,'  which  established  a  high  rep- 

I  uUtion  under  their  government  and  care,  and  M 
continued  for  about  twanly  tcsis  one  of  the  pro- 
fessors in  that  institution,  and  resigned  only  bo> 

I  cause  i  f  the  jiressurc  of  his  professional  {iracttOS. 
He  had  tbnntl  time  wiiile  on  the  bench  and  after- 
ward for  preparing  for  the  press  some  law  b<x>ks 
which  he  tiiougbt  needed,  among  which  were  six 
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vohima  of  Reports  of  Ommal  Oases.    Re  also,  { 

assisted  liv  twn  Mther  gentlemen  of  the  profession, 
eiiiied  the  filth  eiiitinii  uf  tlie  Revised  Statutes  of 
this  State. 

He  was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  reforms  inau- 
gurated in  the  State  Conatitational  Coarentioa  of 
1847,  by  which  the  Court  of  Chancery  was  abol- 
ished and  law  and  equity  pmwcrj  were  vested  in  tlic 
same  tribunal,  and  the  practice  of  the  courts  sim- 
plified. He  visited  Europe  in  1853  while  siinil.ir 
Kforms  were  under  consideration  in  Engiand.  m  i, 
•t  tbe  reqamt  of  Loud  firougtaam,  he  addxeased  the 
Law  Reform  Oab  of  England  at  its  annnd  meet- 
ing:. e.\[>la!ning  to  its  members  the  resuhs  of  his 
experience  on  the  liench  in  rqjard  to  the  changes 
that  had  been  made  in  this  State,  especially  as  to  the 
administering  of  law  and  equity  in  tbe  same  Court 

In  politics  he  was,  tfiioaghoat  his  whole  Hfe,  an 
active  member  of  the  Democratic  i)artv.  Hetiev- 
inj?  thorougiily  in  the  principles  of  lliat  party  as 
founded  by  Jefferson,  and  that  their  success  was 
indispensable  to  the  welfiire  and  prosperity  of  the 
conntiy,  he  advocated  them  with  earnestness,  but 
always  with  due  respect  ibr  tbe  jadgment  of  those 
who  differed  from  htm. 

He  labored  strenuously  tu  avert  the  catastrophe 
of  dvil  war,  and  presided  at  the  famous  State 
Democratic  Convention  held  at  Tweddle  Hall,  in 
Albany,  in  Februanr,  1861.  He  always  believed 
afterward,  as  he  believed  then,  that  with  temperate 

counsels,  on  the  part  of  tho  Keiiublican  leaders 
then  about  entering  upon  theiomrol  of  ilie  Fed- 
eral Government,  civil  war  could  have  been 
avoided;  but  when  the  first  blow  was  struck  at  Fort 
Sumter,  and  tebellion  was  thns  inaugurated,  he  did 
not  hesitate  to  regard  the  die  as  cast,  and  became  at 
once  an  earnest  advocate  of  a  vigorous  prosecvitio)i 
of  tlie  war  on  the  part  of  the  d .vcrnnu-iit,  ami 
freely  contributed  his  own  money  and  lime  to  the 
raising  of  men  and  means  fiy  that  purpose. 

Hut  his  patriodam  did  not  pvevent  Uacamcat 
protest  against  what  he  deemed  the  gross  abase  of 
power  practiced,  for  merely  partisan  purposes,  by 
high  Federal  ofiicials,in  tlie  making  ot  unnecefsary, 
arbitrary  arrests  of  Northern  men,  whose  only  of- 
fense was  an  honest  and  independent  difference  of 
opinion,  and  a  free  confession  of  it,  on  subjects  of 
mesa  party  difference  in  no  way  involved  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  war  to  put  down  the  rebellion. 
This  tyrannical  exercise  of  power  and  gross  viola- 
tion of  the  right  of  personal  liberty  he  stouUy  re- 
sisted, and  not  only  aenonnoed  it  on  the  stump,  at 
the  hazard  of  his  own  personal  liber^,  but  he 
freely  gave  his  professional  services  to  obtain  re- 
dress for  such  wrung*. 

A  notable  instance  of  this  character  (jccurrcd  in 
die  case  of  Pidin  vs.  Murray,  tried  at  the  Greene 
Circuit  before  Judge  Ingalls  in  June,  1864,  by 
Judge  Bufcer  as  connsel  for  plaintiff,  in  which  a 
jury  cninposed  of  men  of  both  political  parties  cave 
to  this  plaintiff  for  such  an  arrest  and  false  imprison- 
ment a  verdict  of  $9,000  damages.  An  attempt  was 
made  to  remove  this  case,  alter  verdict  and  judg- 
nait,  Ibrietitat,  intollie  tF.  8.<Sicuit  Court,  mder 
an  act  of  Congreai  that  had  been  conveniantly 


passed  for  the  purpose  of  defeatingsoch  recoveries. 

Judge  Parker  insisted  that  the  act  was  unccmstitu- 
tional,  being  in  violation  of  the  seventh  article  of 
the  amendments  of  the  U.  S.  Constitution,  and 
under  liis  advice  the  State  authorides  refused  to 
make  a  retom  to  tlie  writ  of  error.  Applicadon 
was  then  made  to  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  to  com- 
pel the  return,  and  on  demurrer,  a  peremptory  man- 
damus was  adjudged.  To  review  that  judgment 
a  writ  of  error  was  brought  by  Judge  Parker,  and 
the  case  was  removed  into  the  United  States  Su- 
preme Court  held  at  Washington.  It  was  first 
argued,  in  that  court,  in  February,  1869,  by  Judge 
Parker  for  the  plaintiff  in  error,  and  by  Mr.  EvaiLs, 
)  then  .\tiorney-General  of  the  United  Stales,  for  the 
defendant  in  enor. 

The  Judges  were  divided  upon  the  qnestion  and 
ordered  a  re-argument,  which  took  place  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1S70,  Attorney-General  Iloarihen  appearing 
for  the  detendant  in  error,  and  Judge  Parker  again 
arguing  for  the  plaintiff  in  error.  The  judgment 
of  the  U.  S.  Circuit  Court  was  then  reversed  and 
the  unconstitudonatity  of  the  act  of  Congress  Was 
established. 

The  case  is  reported  in  9  WaOacetK  S.  R'  /k,  274. 
During  a  hing  life  of  [)rurfs>i.  .ua!  lait'^r,  IuiJ;^'e 
Parker  never  lost  the  tastes  acquireii  in  early  life  for 
classical  study  and  Htetaiy  pnmiits,  and  he  was  in 
the  habit  of  setting  apart  a  stated  portion  of  his 
time  fbr  such  purposes.  He  enjoyed  an  occasional 
return  to  the  reading  of  the  Greek  and  Roman 
aulliors ;  and  those,  with  the  attention  given  to  the 
current  literature  of  the  day  and  a  mingling  in  the 
duties  of  social  life,  afforded  him  an  agreeable  fe« 
laxation  from  severer  studies  and  ii  healtUiil  dmnge 
to  the  mind.  These  tastes  brought  him  in  con- 
nection with  the  educational  institutions  of  the  State, 
III  s  verii  of  whidi  he  served  for  many  years  as  a 
Trustee. 

Am<Mig  other  duties  of  that  character,  he  was  for 
many  years  l*resident  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  Albany  Female  Academy,  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trusicrs  of  the  .Mhany  Medical  College, 
a  Trustee  of  Cornell  I'niversity,  and  one  of  the 
Governors  of  Union  (  '»illege. 

When  a  member  of  the  Assembly  in  1834,  Mr. 
Parker,  as  chairman  of  a  select  committee,  had  made 
an  elaborate  ref)ort  Urging  the  establishment  of  a 
State  Hospital  for  the  lns;ine,  which  led  to  a  more 
full  consideration  of  the  subject  by  the  jjeople, 
though  it  was  not  till  several  years  afterward  that 
the  first  State  Hospital  Ibr  the  Insane  was'eitab- 
lished.  Doubtless  it  was  owing  to  the  interest  Mr. 
Parker  had  taken  in  the  subject  that  he  was,  after- 
ward, appointed  by  Gov.  Fentc>n  om- of  du-TruMccs 
of  the  Hudson  River  State  Hospital  for  the  Insane 
at  Poughkccpsie,  a  trust  which  he  held  till  iUSi, 
when  he  resigned,  and  Gov.  Cornell  appointed  tbe 
son  of  Judge  Parker  in  his  place. 

Judge  Parker  married,  in  1834.  Miss  Harriet 
Langdon  Roberts,  of  Portsmouth,  New  Hampshire, 
and  of  his  large  family  of  chiklren,  Mrs.  John  V.L» 
Ptu}^  Amw  J.^arker,  Jr.,^Mm^£ra«MCo^iig 

sdll  mrrive. 
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HAMILTON  HARRIS 

While  a  biographical  memoir  ought  to  be  sirirt- 
I7  adapted  to  its  subject  in  all  its  lights  and  shades, 
itooi^t  also,  with  a  certain  measure  of  indepen- 
deaoe  in  the  writer,  to  b«  adapted  aa  &r  aa  poaai- 
ble  to  variooa  taatea. 

The  r<^flective  man  will  rcai!  it  for  instruction, 
tlie  Inwiluus  fur  amusement,  and  the  critic,  accord- 
ing to  his  disposition  dtber  to  detect  liuilta  or  to 
di^lay  its  beauties. 

Tlie  first  will  require  fidelity  in  the  narrative; 
the  aecond,  variety  in  the  incidients,  and  the  third, 
a  watchful  attention  to  the  rules  of  good  writing. 
But,  aftc-r  all,  the  success  uf  the  hi'  iL;r,iiihrr  ilepctiils 
upon  the  cliaracter  he  describes,  just  as  the  pencil 
of  the  artist  depends  for  aoooest  on  the  contour  of 
the  feattucs  he  reproduces  upon  canvasL 

In  entering  ujxin  the  doty  of  presenting  to  all 
classes  of  rea<lers  the  life  and  career  of  Ilaniilton 
Harris,  such  arc  the  facilities  presented  in  themind, 
character  and  career  of  our  subject,  that  we  feel  a 
cmndouaaesa  that  the  &uilt  will  be  ours  if  the  men- 
tat  portrait  we  are  abont  to  give  is  deficient  in  its 
lineaments  or  wanting  in  that  which  truth  de- 
mands ;  for  there  are  elements  in  his  character 
which  should  render  the  task  successful. 

No  name  is  more  conspicuously  assiKiaied  with 
the  Albany,  and  we  may  well  say  with  the  State 
Bar,  than  hia;  Few  hwyers  have  brought  to  the 
Bar  a  more  energetic  mind,  a  more  fortunate  com- 
bination of  legal  and  s<hol.irly  acc]iiirements,  or 
•tronger  or  more  practical  administrative  abilities. 

"  All  profesiiona,"  says  Barlce,  "  particularly  the 

l^[al,  narrow  and' dwarf  the  intellect  by  chaining  it 
rigidly  to  rules,  precedent  and  procedure."  Doubt- 
less Mr.  Harris  has  felt  the  lull  force  of  this  re- 
*  mark,  for  he  has  always  found  time  in  the  midst  ol 
his  most  engrossing  political  and  official  duties  to 
continue  his  early  daatical  studies,  and  a  critical 
reading  of  history,  and  the  productions  of  the  great 
English  writers.  In  literature  as  well  as  law  he 
has  submitted  to  tlie  most  iaborious  and  persever- 
ing process  of  private  study. 

In  the  preiHuration  of  this  tMqgrapby  reference 
has  been  nd  to  the  public  journals  or  the  day,irom 

which  eiliacts  have  bei-n  freely  made. 

Hamilton  Harris  was  born  nt  Preble,  P  ortland 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  i,  1820.  His  parents  were 
nativea  of  the  Stale  of  New  Yorlc,  but  liis  Either  was 
of  English  and  his  mother  of  Scotch  descent  At 

an  early  period  in  the  history  of  Cortland  County 
they  settled  at  Preble,  and  they  may  therefore  be 
regarded  as  pioneers  of  that  delightful  part  of  the 
State.  When  old  enough,  yoong  Hania  began  his 
edocadon  in  die  common  adraot  of  his  native 
town,  and  after  mastering  all  the  branches  taught 
there,  he  entered  Homer  Academy.  After  success-  ■. 
fully  pursuing  his  stuilies  in  that  institution  for  a 
time,  tie  became  a  student  in  the  Albany  Academy, 
where  he  completed  a  preparatoiy  coone  for  col- 
lege.  He  entered  Union  College  in  the  class 
which  graduated  in  1841.  At  college  he  was 
known  as  a  ililicjciit  and  successful  student.  We 
are  assured  that  there  was  much  in  his  collegiate 


course  that  jK tinted  to  future  success  in  life.  He 
was  vigorous  io  health,  eUistic  in  spiriu,  in  tem^r 
eiuliusia-stic  yet  self-governed,  with  powers  active 
and  well  diadpUned,  and  tbua  he  waa  in  evenr 
way  fitted  to  enter  upon  this  critical  an  of  his  life 
well  prepared  for  the  intrapnuenial  inflnmfw 
which  surrounded  him. 

The  little  strifes,  rivalries  and  jealousies  of 
Union  weitenooantered  with  the  same  equanimity 
of  temper  with  which  he  encountered  the  more  en- 
grossing rivalrits  m  l  contests  of  the  iJar,  and  bis 
own  rank  in  scholarsliip  was  from  tiie  b«innin|(  to 
the  concluaian  of  bis  coUcgiatc  career  or  th«  fals- 
est order. 

In  1841  he  was  graduated  with  a  high  reputa* 
tion  as  a  clawical  sciiolar.  He  distinguished  hini> 
self  at  the  commencement  exercises  by  a  veiy  able 
and  admirably  delivered  address.  The  magnitude 
of  the  subject  was  equaled  by  the  maturity  of 
thought  which  he  brought  to  its  consideration,  and 
it  was  indeed  as  strong  in  reasoning  as  it  was  ele- 
gant in  dictioa. 

All  of  the  colle^re  jiroductions  of  Mr.  Harris  in- 
dicate his  conviction  that  language  is  not  merely 
the  dress,  but  the  very  body  of  thought  :  that  it  is 
to  the  intellect  what  the  muscles  are  to  the  princi- 
plea  of  physical  liie;  that  the  mind  acts  and 
strengthens  itself  through  words  ;  that  it  is  chaos 
till  dcfincil  and  organized  by  language.  The  at- 
tempt to  ^'i\c  clear,  precise  utterance  to  thought  is 
one  of  the  most  effectual  processes  of  mental  dis- 
cipline. Of  his  graduating  addi«is  we  shall  have 
occasion  to  speak  hereafter. 

Through  all  his  college  conne  it  was  evident 
that  the  mind  of  .Mr.  Harris  was  gravitating  to- 
\^ard  the  legal  profession.  At  this  time  the  Hon. 
Ira  Harris,  his  brother,  afterward  one  of  the  ablest 
and  most  eminent  of  the  Judiciary  of  the  State  and 
a  United  Slates  Senator,  was  and  had  been  (or  a 
long  lime  in  the  midst  '  f  an  extensive  practice  at 
the  Albany  Bar.  Young  Harris  entered  his  law 
office  as  a  student,  where  he  c  arefully  and  labori- 
ously prepared  for  his  admission  to  the  Bar.  His 
call  to  practice  took  place  in  1845.  Having  de- 
cided to  make  Albany  his  future  residence,  he 
openeil  an  office  in  that  city  and  began  the  practice 
of  his  pn  ift  >^il  iij 

Though  surrounded  by  learned,  experienced  and 
giftsd  rimls^  tte  pMgnssof  his  reputation  was  soon 
a  mattwof  coamoo  ranark ;  be  seemed  to  poB> 
seas  a  natara!  adaptation  for  legal  polemics ;  he 
entered  the  contests  of  the  Bar  with  an  industry 
which  no  excess  of  toil  could  weary,  and  with  a 
self-command  and  practical  ability  which  showed 
that  he  possessed  m  extenso  the  qoaiiiiea  and  ac^ 
quirements  which  would  soon  tender  Un  an 
accomplished  advocate.  He  gradually  exhibited  a 
masculine  eloquence  which  ignored  superfluous 
decoration  and  fancy,  alike  strong  in  reason)  a^ 
tractive  in  ethical  beauty  and  logical  skilL 

l^e  blowing  are  his  business  connections  wbkll 
have  diversified  his  legal  life.  In  184$  be  became 
a  partner  with  Hooper  C.  Van  Vorst,  afterward  a 
Judge  of  the  Common  Pleas  of  New  York  City. 
Thia  reUtion  was  dissolved  in  1853  by  the  removal 
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of  Mr.  Van  Vont  to*  the  City  of  New  Yorit.  Soon 

after  this  he  was  associated  with  SamticI  Conrt- 
nev,  a  son-in  liw  of  Daniel  S.  Dickinson^  and  for 
several  years  United  States  District  AUOOMgr fMT  the 
Southern  District  of  New  York. 

In  1857  he  formed  a  copartnership  with  thoM 
brilliant  lawyers,  Clark  B.  l^ochrane  and  John  H. 
Reynolds.  This  was  one  of  the  strongest  legal 
firms  that  ever  existe<l  in  Albany. 

I  Daring  this  connection  Mr.  Cochrane  and  Mr. 

Rejmolds  both  became  Members  of  Congress.  The 
copartnership  ended  with  Mc  Cochrane's  death  in 
1867,  bat  Mr.  Hanii  and  Mr.  Reynolds  continued 
their  associatioti  till  the  latter's  death  in  1S75. 

Mr.  Plarris  has  now  associated  with  him  in  the 
practice  of  his  professioa  hi*  Mil,  FlNdnidl  Hnris, 
and  William  P.  Rudd. 
In  the  antnmn  of  1853  he  wm  nominated  and 

■  elected  District  Attorney  of  .\lbany  County,  serv- 

ing until  January  i,  1S57.  Mr.  Harris' adminis- 
tration of  this  important  uOicc  is  remembered  iis 
largely  enhancing  his  reputation  and  advantageous 

I  to  tM  public.    During  his  administraiioo  he 

conducted  several  of  the  most  important  and 
stubbornly  contested  prosecutions  for  murder  ever 

:  tricil  at  tlif  Albany  Dar;  indeed,  we  knorw  offew 

more  iinjxtrtant  cases  in  legal  history. 

Among  these  was  the  trial  of  the  People  vs. 
Hendrickson,  indicted  ibr  the  marder  of  hia  wife 
by  poison,  in  1853,  and  the  several  trfats  of  Mc- 
Ginn for  the  murder  of  his  wife  in  iSs^i. 

Mr.  Harris  entered  u])Oii  his  duties  as  District 
.\tlorney  of  Albany  County  on  the  first  day  of  Jan- 
uary, 1854.  Hendrickson  had  been  tried  and  con- 
victed of  murdar  in  the  first  degree,  but  die  prisoner, 
through  his  coonael— Hon.  John  K.  Porter— had 
brought  error  to  the  Court  (jf  .\ji|»eals,  and  it  had 
not  lM?en  arj{ued  when  Mr.  Harris  entere*l  upon 
his  duties,  and  the  duty  of  conducting  it  in  the 
Aj>i)ellatc  Court  fell  upon  him. 

Mn.  Hendrickscm  died  suddenly  at  Bethlehem 
on  the  morning  of  March  7,  1^3.    She  was  dis- 

;  covered  by  her  husband  dead  in  bed,  at  about  two 

:  oVUxrk  in  the  morning.    He  aroused  the  lamily, 

ho  saw  by  her  appearance  that  she  liad  been  deail 
but  a  few  moments.  In  the  evening  of  that  day, 
at  the  CoiQDer's  inquest,  Hendnckson  stated 
under  oath  the  drcumsunccs  of  her  death.  He 
said  he  went  to  church  with  her  in  the  a(tern<>>n  of 

^  the  day  [irevious,  returning  in  the  evening  ;  his 

wife  complained  of  ill-health,  retiring  about  eleven 
o^dock.  He  awoke  at  about  two  in  tfw  morning 
by  a  noise  in  the  bam.  On  s|>eaking  to  his  wife, 
he  Ibund  her  motionless,  and  her  face  cold  ; 
thinking  her  dead,  he  alamie.l  the  family. 

Wlien  asked  as  to  his  having  been  in  Albany,  he 
said  :  "I  -was  there  two  weeks  ago  last  Saturday." 
"  Have  70U  been  there  since  ?"  Alter  pntendaag 
to  reflect,  he  said  :  "Oh,  yes,  I  think  I  was  there 

\  one  week  ago  last  Saturday."    "  Have  vou  not 

,  been  there  since       He  replied  :  "  I  was  there  last 

\  Saturday."    Wlien  asked  what  he  went  for,  he 

said  he  took  a  load  of  timber  to  the  mills  there ; 
Ida  brother  waa  with  Urn ;  he  then  gave  tht  iiamea 
of  Ibe  diffmnt  placet  he  visited  with  hia  brotber. 


He  did  not  remember  going  to  Springstead^  drug 

store,  nor  any  other  drug  store.  When  the  ques- 
tion was  again  directly  put  to  him,  "  Were  you  not 
in  some  drug  store  in  Albany  ?"  he  was  in  a  some- 
what recUning  poaition  in  tik  chair,  as  if  nieving; 
die  qtMstioa  aeeaaed  toalartle  him,  and,  mrioiM 
hesitation,  he  finally  replied:  "  I  do  not  remesdNr.* 
On  the  trial,  the  People  offered  to  prove  the  state- 
ments of  Hendrickson  before  tlie  coroner.  The 
evidence  was  objected  to  as  inadmissible,  but  the 
Court  admitted  ft  under  m  exception.    The  Peo- 

e!  offrred  to  prove,  as  a  motive  for  tlw  ad,  that 
wrence  Van  Dusen,  the  fiither  of  Mbi.  Hen- 
drickson, by  his  last  will,  gave  all  his  property  to 
his  wife  for  life,  with  a  remainder  over,  one-half  to 
his  only  son,  the  other  half  to  be  equally  di- 
vided between  Mrs.  Uendrickson  and  her  siaier. 
Thie  evidence  was  objected  to,  but  admitted  under 
an  exception.  This  CMB  require li  in  t!te  counsel 
for  the  People,  not  only  great  lei^al  learnin};.  but 
a  thorough  acijuaintancc  with  medical  jurispru- 
dence, particularly  in  the  science  of  toxicology, 
as  it  was  insisted  that  the  victim  died  from 
the  effects  of  strychnine.  Hendrickstm  waa  con- 
victed,  as  before  stated,  and  sentenced  to  be 
hanged. 

The  duty  of  conducting  this  case  in  the  Appel- 
late Court  |)laced  Mr.  Harris  in  a  most  responsible 
position,  mvolviqg  much  labor  and  learning- 
The  counsel  for  the  defense  relied  upon  dieir  ex- 
ceptions to  the  ailmission  of  the  evidence  we  have 
referred  to  as  involving  sufficient  error  to  give  them 
a  new  trial. 

The  exliansdve  and  admiiablj  pr^xued  brief  of 
Mr.  Harris,  and  its  logical  reference  toanthoiities, 

on  which  was  founded  a  very  able  argument,  fully 
sustained  the  rulings  of  the  Judge  at  the  trial,  and 
in  due  time  the  decision  of  the  Court  was  handed 
down,  afhrming  the  conviction  of  Hendrickson. 
The  case  was  reported  in  10  N.  Y.  Reports,  13. 

The  trials  of  Mc<'ann.  for  the  murdo'  of  hia  wife^ 
which  took  place  July  H,  1856,  was  another  great 
ca.se.  On  the  morrnUL;  follow  mtc  her  death,  the 
dead  body  of  Mrs.  McCann,  tiie  wiie  of  the  prison- 
er, was  fonnd  on  the  floor  of  one  of  the  rooms  in 
the  house  ooenpled  by  him'  and  his  wife^  with  a 
ghastly  wound  over  the  rirht  eve,  which  flsctored 
llie  skull  and  opcnei!  tin-  brains.  There  were 
eight  wounds  on  her  head,  disrtguring  her  to  such 
an  extent  that  those  who  knew  her  best  could 
hardly  recognize  her.  Suspicion  at  once  fell  upon 
McGuia  Thoe  were  aevsnd  strong  motives 
proven  that  induced  him  to  commit  the  marder, 
and  it  was  evidently  done  with  deliberadon — as  the 
law  ha.s  it,  "  with  malice  prepiense.'"  He  was  in- 
dicted and  brousbt  to  trial  at  a  Court  of  Oyer  and 
Terminer,  in  November,  1856.  Mr.  Harris  as 
Distiict  Attorney  appealed  for  the  People ;  Hon. 
Lyman  Tremain,  Hon.  Rnfhs  W.  Peckham  and 
J.  M.  Kimball,  Esq.,  conducted  the  defense, 
which  was  insanity,  it  was  insisted  by  the  defense 
that  McCann  killed  his  wife  while  suffering  from 
delirium  tremens,  under  the  delusion  that  he  was 
nsistiiMr  die  attack  of  penona  detanniaed  to  kUI 
him.  There  wars  several  ctrcnmstanoes  proved 
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wliich  the  defense  insisted  established  this  theory, 
one  of  which  was  that  McCann  osed  two  axes  in 
kilUBg  his  wife,  or  rather  that  he  killed  her  with 

one  ax  and  cliopped  her  to  pieces  with  another  ; 
that  he  seized  them  both  to  tight  the  men  whom 
he  believed  were  assuuhing  him.    lie  made  no 

attempt  at  flight,  bat  remained  near  the  body  of 
his  victim  nearly  all  night  Neither  did  he  make 

any  attempt  to  conceal  the  body. 

The  defense  of  delirium  tremens  was  held  to  be 
no  defense  uiuil  I'liief-Juslice  Story  laid  down 
the  law  which  settled  tlut  a  man  commitliog  a 
crime,  sofferiqg  tinder  tUs  disease^  is  not  leqiNMMible 
for  it. 

The  defense  sammoned  to  the  trial  some  oTtfie 

ablest  physicians  of  the  times,  including  Dr.  Aldcn 
March,  I)r,  Thomas  Hun,  Dr.  S.  O.  Vanderpoel, 
Dr.  J.  Swinburne  and  Dr.  B.  P.  StMtS. 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  Tiemain  never  in  the  covae 
of  all  bis  practice  made  a  more  powerliil  defienae 
than  on  this  trial.  Mr.  H.irris,  however,  was 
eijuai  to  the  o*  casion.  His  cross-e.xami nation  and 
examination  ot  the  medical  witnesses  might  easily 
have  caused  a  stranger  to  believe  him  some  emi- 
nent pbyiictan,  experienced  in  treating  cases  of  in- 
sanity, so  ready  was  bis  oadentanding  of  that 
disease. 

Tlie  meilual  leviimom  wa>  of  great  \alue,  and 
has  been  repeatedly  used  as  precedent  in  similar 
cases,  particularly  that  of  Dr.  Hun.  Itisdoab^ 
fbl  whether  the  subject  of  ddirium  ttemeaa  was 
ever  more  adminl^  dlmectsd  or  more  ably  ex- 
plained than  on  this  trial. 

McCann  was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be 
hanged. 

The  execution  was  fixed  by  the  judges  on  Janu- 
ary S3,  1857.   A  few  days  before  the  execution 

was  to  take  place  his  counsel  removed  his  case  to 
the  (.  jencral  Trrm,  wIutc  thi-  <  onviction  of  McCann 
was  athriiietl.  From  liu-  inlL-tui  iit  <jf  tin- <  irneral 
Term  his  counsel  brougiit  error  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  and  aiter  aigument  of  Messrs.  Peckham 
A  Tremain  on  the  part  of  the  defense,  and  of  Mr. 
Harris  on  the  part  of  the  People^  a  new  trial  was 
ordered. 

The  new  trial  commenced  in  November,  1857. 
Another  long  and  eadting  contest  took,  plate,  re- 
sulting in  the  disagreement  of  the  jnijr.  In  Marcb^ 
1858,  McCann  was  again  placed  at  the  bar  for 
trial,  and  for  the  third  time  the  public  interest  was 
aroused  over  this  truly  great  case.  This  trial,  like 
the  second,  resulted  in  a  disagreement  of  the  jury, 
there  being  eleven  for  conviction  and  one  for  ao- 
qnittaL  The  jury  deHberated  neatly  six^<4hree 
hoilf%  and  during  all  this  time  the  one  jur<watO0d 
alone  against  the  pressure  of  his  fellows. 

To  use  the  langn«ge  of  a  leading  jooiiMt  of  the 
day  : 

"The  cav;  wa^  summed  up  for  the  defense  bjr  the  Hon. 
R.  W.  I'txkham  in  a  most  ;ulmirablc  maniit-r.  He  wu? 
followed  by  Hon.  H.miilt.iii  ll.in  is  .m  the  ji.irt  ot  tt.'--  I'l,  ' ■ 
pic.  The  intense  earnestness  and  powerful  eloquence  ot 
this  ^>L-niieiiian  ^'ave  htm  ia  diiicaae,uiB  slledMi^  gieat 
influence  with  the  jury." 

A  proposition  WaS  finally  made  ',1  have  McCann 
plead  guilty  to  manabughter  in  the  first  d^ree^ 


whidl  was  accepted  by  Mr.  Harris,  and  the  pris- 
oner was  sentenced  to  State  Priaon  for  lifo.  Thus 
ended  a  trial  which  is  widioat  precedent  in  die 

criminal  trials  of  the  State.  The  CSM  is  reported 
in  16  N.  Y.  Reports,  58,  and  is  regarded  as  an  im- 
portant and  leading  one. 

Among  other  important  murder  cases  which  Mr. 
Harris  conducted  ww  those  of  The  People  vs. 
Phelps,  The  People  vs.  McCrossen,  Tljc  People 
vs.  I)unnigan  and  The  People  vs.  Cummings. 
In  all  tliise  i  .v«es  Mr.  Harris  was  opposed  by  the 
ablest  lawyers  of  the  time.  The  success  that  at- 
tended him  anSdentihr  attesti  his  ■ocomplishments 
n  prowcntif  offioei;  The  coBwiaati  of  the 
press  upon  the  manner  in  which  he  conducted  his 
arduous  duties  are  gratifying  testinioni  ils. 

One  important  criminal  ca.se  in  which  Mr. 
Harris  appeared  against  the  prosecution  was  the 
case  of 'Ihe  People  w.  Reimann,  indicted  for  com- 
plicity in  the  murder  of  Emil  Hartung.  Reimaan 
was  at  first  indicted  as  accessory  before  the  mur- 
der, the  principal  being  Mrs.  Hartung,  wife  of  the 
deceased,  but  he  was  subsequently  indicted  as 
principal  for  causing  Hartung's  death  by  adminis- 
tering to  him  araenical  poison.  Hie  case  created 
great  interest ;  indeed,  there  were  features  in  it 
which  invested  it  witli  dramatic  interest. 

Mr.  Harris  appeared  for  the  defense  ;  the  prose- 
'  cution   was  conducted  by  District  Attorney  Ira 
.Shaffer,  assisted  by  Samuel  G.  Courtney. 

Mrk  Eartnng  had  been  convicted  of  the  murder 
orher  husband  by  poisoning,  and  was  sentenced  to 
be  hanged.  It  was  contended  by  the  counsel  for 
the  People  that  Reimann  was  her  guilty  paramour. 
She  was  a  handsome  and  attractive  woman,  with 
whom  Seimann  was  passionately  in  love,  and  he 
aided  in  the  taking  off  of  her  hnaband,  to  permit 
him  to  marr\  her.  Much  time  was  consumed  in 
obuming  a  jury,  and  mote  in  taking  the  evidence. 
.\ftt  r  the  people  rested,  Mr.  Harris  made  a  motion 
for  tlie  discharge  of  Keimann  on  the  ground  that 
the  evideofie  was  inenflkient  to  convict  him.  The 
motion  was  supported  by  an  elaborate  and  cogent 
argument,  to  which  Mr.  Courtney  replied  with 
force  and  eloquence.  The  Hon.  (Jeorge  Gould, 
who  presided  at  the  trial,  alter  a.  learned  and  criti- 
cal  review  of  Ae  whole  evidence  and  the  arg^ument 
of  the  lenectiTe  ooumbI,  granted  Mr.  Uarria* 
motion,  mid  Reimann  was  discharged.  But  there 
were  two  more  inJictincnts  against  him  :  one  for 
being  accessory  before  the  lact,  the  other  for  being 
accessory  after  the  &ct,  and  he  was  remanded  to 
jaiL  A  motion  soon  followed  to  admit  him  to  bail, 
and  another  sharp  legal  oonttst  ensoed.  He  was 
finally  discharged. 

A  history  of  the  tauses  celd'rcs  in  which  Mr. 
Harris  has  been  engaged  has  filled  volumes,  inter- 
esting to  both  practitioner  and  student.  From 
1 816  down  to  1876  there  had  been  forty-three 
murder  cases  tried  in  the  County  of  Albany,  and 
Mr.  Harris  appeared  as  the  leading  counsel  in  no 
less  than  ten,  either  for  the  People  nr  ilic  di  ftrisc 

Though  he  is  not  what  might  be  termed  a 
criminal  lawyer,  it  has  been  his  fartmu^  SS  we  bave 
seen,  to  be  engaged  in  yvj  wuuj  impoitutt  crini- 
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nal  trials.  This  practice  has  always  had  strong  at- 
tractions for  accomplished  legal  minds  ;  it  gives 
ample  room  for  the  exercise  of  well-disciplineil 
imaginaciiin  and  symiiathx  ;  it  gives  sctipe  to  ;i 
critical  knowledge  of  the  Statute  laws,  common 
law  and  the  law  of  evidence.  It  requires  a  deep 
iat^t  intQ  theiqiriiigs  of  htunan  action ;  therefore 
no  man  can  become  a  reall/  suoceasfiil  criminal 
lawyer  without  becoming'  eqnallj  SQCoeMfnl  in 
otlier  departments  of  practice. 

By  a  wcll-sostained  progress  Mr.  Harris  has  at- 
tained a  lepatation  in  the  trial  and  aigument  of 
dvU  actkm  that  nuika  him  amon;  the  ablest  law* 
jersofbistime. 

As  he  advanced  in  his  profession  he  devoted 
himself  f  xi  ]u>ively  to  civil  business,  to  llie  entire 
exclusion  of  the  criminal,  and  the  result  has  been 
that  he  has  enjoyed  lor  a  long  time  an  extensive 
and  lucrative  practice  as  well  as  a  high  reputation 
in  the  courts.  The  reported  cases  in  the  Supreme 
Court  and  the  Court  of  Appeals  argued  by  him 
show  in  some  degree  the  extent  of  the  business  and 
the  magnitude  of  the  caaes  in  which  he  has  been 
eof^tgcd  and  the  importont  qtwations  of  the  Uw 
which  he  hts  argned.  The  following  quotations 
from  leading  newspapers  express  ihc  public  esti- 
mate of  Mr.  Harris  as  an  advixiate.  I'he  A/iany 
Press  of  Januar}-  6,  1884,  in  a  review  of  the  law- 
yers of  Albanjr,  says  of  Mr.  Harris:  "He  is  an 
able  and  adroit  lawyer,  logical  in  aignment  and 
brilliant  in  speech.  He  excels  more  (■<per;ally 
as  a  jury  lawyer,  and  as  siu  ii  ranks  aiuniig  ibc 
best  at  i>ur  bar.  '  The  Alfunv  I-.'ttniiii^'  fnurtuil  of 
January  17,  1885,  in  speaking  of  Mr.  Harris'  law 
firm,  aid : 

•«It  poMOMS  prabafalT  the  hifeak  and  mt  lacmtive 
Mtronage,  and  b  oiie  of  ue  SMt  sneeeiaiil  iiMs  in  Albaiiy. 

To  this  result  Senator  Harris'  eminent  ability  as  •  pleader, 

his  thorough  knowledge  of  the  law,  hU  (oreiutc  powm  and 
bis  winning  personality  have  lirjjdy  contributed." 

The  Allhiny  Argtis  of  May  10,  18S5,  in  com- 
menting upon  an  important  railway  case  then  be- 
ing tried  at  the  Circuit  Court,  spoke  of  Mr.  Harris 
as  follows : 

"  Nu  m.»ri  Ltjuld  study  a  caw  harder  than  tii>.  ■■  IlannltDn 
Harris.  He  masters  every  detail  of  tail,  knows  exactly 
wliat  his  witnes.scs  will  Ic^tify  to,  and  as  for  the  law,  long 
experience  in  this  class  of  cases  has  made  him,  sw  to  »peak, 
an  encyclopedia  of  railroad  decisions.  Haintltun  Ilarrts' 
■Maner  in  court  ia  quiet  and  highly  dignified.  He  |»]rs  1 
cloM  sMsBlioa  to  tha  «aiiduet  «l  Its  cssa.  His  voice  U 
ttmw  sad  ItttA  la  one  vnaeaniaaied  to  bear  him  speak, 
and  Qt  style  of  delivery  is  plaia,lmteaniett  and  efiective.  ' 
His  manner  ■  bloat,  gruff  and,  to  a  certain  extent,  dicta- 
torial; bat  ho  juryman  ever  sat  in  a  box  and  listened  to  him  I 
through  a  case  without  feeling  that,  luck  of  his  manner,  was 
not  only  great  power  of  mind,  but  an  hon»t,  kiodly  heart. 
Few  lawyers  conduct  a  case  with  so  much  eanicntness. 
When  you  hear  him  speak,  you  fed  iminoli.itely  iliat  he  is 
in  earnest.  This  quality  and  In  .  -'in  u  li  r.,  a:;  i  policy 
make  bim  one  of  tbe  inoit  successful  lawyers  that  over  de- 
faaded  a  cospwatiBP." 

Our  space  will  not  permit  of  a  general  review  of  ! 
the  important  civil  cases  in  which  he  Ins  been  en-  ! 
gaged.     We  shall  only  allude  to  lw<>  of  the  later 
ones,  whicli  were  of  great  public  interest,  and  in 
which  Mr.  Harris  won  great  distittction  thHMi^lKMit 
the  State. 


During  the  Legislative  session  of  1884  William 
McDonalil  was  arraigned  at  the  bar  of  the  Senate 
for  refusing  to  answer  questions  before  a  I>episla- 
ti\e  c  oiitnitttn-.  He  w.is  eomniitted  by  the  .*^enate 
to  iniprisonmetit  in  the  common  jail  tor  t  ontempt. 
In  proceedings  taken  in  the  OOUrti  fi}r  his  release 
Mr.  Uanis  apoeared  as  one  of  fate  coQBsel,  and  his 
argument  for  McDmiald,  which  required  and  re- 
ceived  at  his  haa^as  much  research  and  learning 
as  has  been  displayed  in  any  case  brought  before 
the  conita  bk  laic  years,  greatly  extended  his  repu- 
tation as  a  profound  lawyer.  The  commitment 
was  declared  by  the  GeBctal  Teim  of  the  Supreme 
Court  illegal,  and  McDonald  wasdiscfaaiged.  The 

ca.se  is  reported  in  32  Hun,  563. 

During  the  legislative  .session  of  1882  Mr. 
Roosevelt  preferred  charges  against  Mr.  Justice 
Westbrook,  of  tlie  State  Supreme  Court,  for  misfeas- 
ance and  malfeasance  in  the  discharge  of  his 
judicial  duties.  It  wasalleged,  among  other  things, 
that  the  Judge,  "Without  !.iint  ami  without  regard 
to  judicial  propriety,  had  appointed  reladves  to 
ofhce,  in  which  they  had  received  large  fees ;  that 
he  had  been  guilty  of  iudidal  impoprie^  in  the 
oelebmted  Manhattan  Elevated  Railroad  case ;  that 
he  had  imjiroperly  given  advice  aiding  the  defen.se 
of  the  Manhattan  Company,  and  that  he  h.id  im- 
properly informed  Jay  Gould  and  others  touching 
certain  actions  of  the  Court"  The  charges  agttinst 
the  Judge,  taken  togetfier,  made  a  strong  prima 
facie  case  against  him.  The  alleged  facts  were  in- 
geniou^ly  inarslialed  atui  strengthened  by  accu- 
iiuilated  allegations.  They  were  sent  to  the  Judi- 
ciary Comniiitee  of  the  Assembly  for  investigation, 
after  u  spirited  debate. 

Mr.  Harris  was  retained  by  Judge  Westbrook  to 
conduct  his  case  before  the  committee.  The  in- 
vestigation befi>re  the  committee  began  oti  April  i\, 
18.S2,  and  finally  closed  on  Uie  J7th  of  die  following 
:Ma\  ,  Mr.  Harris  making  the  closing  argument 

Judging  from  the  comments  of  the  pres%  his  ar- 
gument was  one  of  extraordinary  power  and  elo- 
quence. The  Tniv  /'wv,  spciking  of  it,  says: 
"The  argument  of  Mr.  Harris  was  very  able,  and 
exposed  the  wickedness  and  absurditv  <>(  the  chaiges 
against  Judge  Westbrook."  The  Albany  IHvemiig 
Journal  says  :  "  There  can  be  no  answer  to  Mr. 
Harris'  defense  of  Judge  Westbrook,  the  only 
counsel  before  the  committee  who  can  be  truly 
said  to  enjogr  a  large  experience  in  hto  pro- 
fession. '' 

I  he  New  York  World  May  29,  in  an  able  re- 
view of  the  case,  said :  "  Mr.'  Hamilton  Harris' 
argument  in  vindlcadon  of  Judge  Westbrook  fills  a 
clox'h'  printeil  [)Ain]iliIet  of  nearlv  (ifn'  pages  ;  ljut 
so  close  and  clear  is  his  presentation  ol  the  case, 
that  no  lawyer  will  object  to  in  length."  i^her 
quoting  to  some  extent  iirom  the  argument,  the  re- 
view continaea  its  fiivorable  comment  upon  it,  and 

the  whole  article  is  highly  i  onl]1li^lentar^  to  Mr, 
Harris.    The  Judge  was  iionoral)ly  .uiitiiiied. 

W'e  have  thus  given  a  sketch  of  Mr.  Harris  as  a 
lawyer.  We  shall  now  briefly  consider  his  politi- 
cal career,  which,  though  exteiided,  has  beeo  Mlb- 
oidioate  to  his  proAaaion. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


Qaite  ewrtf  in  Kfe  be  became  pfominent  in  tfae 

^V\'s  party  in  Albany  County,  advocating  its 
tiK-asures  on  the  yilntlurni  and  with  his  pen  with 
such  fidelity  and  aliilny  that  he  Sfxtn  t<x)k  his  place 
among  the  leaders  of  the  party  in  the  county  and 
Slate.  In  the  autumn  of  1850  he  was  elected 
member  of  Assembly  from  the  County  of  Albany. 
It  was  at  this  session  of  the  Legislature  that  the 
huiliiing  <A  tin.'  State  Lil)rary  and  the  improvement 
of  the  State  t'ainti)!  bcmnie  a  prominent  subject  of 
Ittidation.  its  succl-ss  was  largely  due  to  the 
CTOfts  of  Mr.  Uarria.  He  vas  also  a  member  of 
die  joint  committee  of  rix  to  call  State  conventions 

and  10  construct  anew  party  platf  >rm,  which  was 
one  of  the  first  steps  in  the  fotinati«>ii  ol  the  Re- 
publican party.  Air.  Harris  aided  largely  in 
founding  the  Republican  party,  and  has  always  been 
justly  r^arded  as  one  m  its  strongest  and  ablest 
champions.  From  1862  to  1870  he  was  a  mem- 
ber of  tiie  Republican  State  Committee  ;  from  1862 
to  1864  lie  was  chairman  of  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee ;  from  1864  to  1870  he  was  chairman  of  the 
Republican  State  Committee,  in  which  position  he 
dtq>layed  great  executive  ability,  and  by  his  skillful 
political  management  more  than  once  led  his  party 
to  vit!' ir\  ill  closely  CDtitcstrd  State  clertiniis.  .Xs 
has  been  said  of  him  by  a  prominent  writer  :  "His 
keen  intuitions  and  his  rare  skill  as  an  organizer, 
witfi  a  singalar  union  of  discreticm  with  boldness, 
render  bin  a  natural  leaderof  men."  As  a  delegate 
in  many  State  and  national  ciinventif>ns,  Mr.  Har- 
ris was  active  and  strongly  inlluential  in  sustainin<( 
the  measures  of  his  party. 

At  the  Legislative  session  of  1865  the  (jueation 
of  erecting  a  new  capitol  at  Albany,  which  had 
been  agitated  for  many  pre\-ious  sessions,  culmi- 
nated in  more  decisive  action.  Mr.  Harris  was 
elected  r'n-Milcnt  ,1  new  IViard  of  ("ai>itol  Cutn- 
missioners,  scr^in^  until  1S75  with  ability  and 
success  so  marked  that  he  IMB  been  frequently 
termed  ' '  llie  Father  "  of  that  great  measure.  1  he 
Buffalo  Commerciat  Aietrlaer,  commenting  upon 
the  subject,  savs  :  "  Let  the  people  of  Albanv  re- 
member that  to  Hamilton  Harris  more  than  .\n\ 
other  man  they  are  indebted  for  the  new  capital 
Ihnn  its  incqntion  in  1865  to  its  progress  in  1879." 

To  this  the  ABmr  Etenins:  Journal mwAc  answer  r 
"Never  fear  :  Alh.inians  will  alwa\'*  remember  it." 
The  Alktny  Exprcs'i,  s{>euking  ol  Mr.  Harris' 
labors  in  behalf  of  the  new  capitol,  says  ;  "  In 
Other  lunds  all  the  doubtful  elements  of  the  situa- 
tion would  have  worked  against  it  Not  so  in  the 
hands  of  Mr.  Harris.  'Hie  leader  of  the  Senate,  hy 
force  of  charai  tor,  and  with  a  strong  cause  com- 
niitteii  t<)  him,  liis  uniivittn  courtesy  and  persistent 
labor  carried  the  prujecl  thruush  the  crisis. "  The 
AHea^  Evening  Journal,  the  New  York  Sun,  the 
(^im^tirg  JaurmU,  the  Trey  Daify  TimeSf  all  con- 
tain extended  editorial  commendatory  of  Mr. 

Harris'  al>le  and  successful  efforts  in  behalf  of  the 
new  capitol.  1  he  latter  paper,  in  speaking  of  the 
structure  says:  "The  father  of  this  structure, 
whwh  is  to  nnk  AxeoMMt  among  the  malestic 
buildingi  of  the  world,  is  Hamilton  Hairis.  Al- 
banj  owes  a  debt  of  gratitude  to  Senator  Hanit 


fbrhis  advocacy  of  the  stupendous  enterprise  and 
for  his  labOfS  in  earn  in;:  it  on,  which  it  can  never 
repay."  He  studied  liar.i  (o  devise  means  to  have 
the  new  building  completed  as  soon  as  possible, 
without  having  the  burden  of  taxation  fail  upon 
posted^.  His  trills  fdatfng  to  the  matter  were 
framed  with  great  fairness,  practicability  and  good 
sense,  and  the  citizens  of  the  State  of  New  York 
will  alwavs  applaud  his  earnestness,  zeal  and  perse- 
verance in  the  great  cause  in  which  he  was  en- 
listed. 

In  the  amtomrof  1675  he  was  elected  to  the 
Senate  of  the  State  ftom  bis  district.  Ontakinghis 

seat  in  that  111., Iv  he  entered  into  its  deliberations 
and  its  proceet lines  with  a  facility  that  indicated 
natural  legislative  abilities. 

As  clMirman  of  the  Finance  Committee,  of  tlie 
Committee  on  Joint  libraiy,  and  of  the  select 
Committee  on  ApportionoMnt,  hk  laboit  were 
ful  and  exhaustive. 

On  the  floor  nf  the  S<'nate  he  alwaj-s  took  a 
prominent  part  in  the  discussion  of  leading  public 
qucitioaa;  his  arguments  never  fiUled  to  command 
respect  and  attention. 

At  the  expiration  of  his  Senatorial  term  he  was, 
in  1877,  re-elected  by  a  large  majority.  Having 
served  liis  second  term  in  a  manner  which  brought 
to  him  high  Scn:r.  >nLil  honors,  he  decided  to  abondcHl 
public  life  and  devote  himself  exclusively  to  the  ex- 
tended duties  of  bis  profession.  From  this  resolu- 
tion he  has  deviated  but  in  one  instance.  In  the 
fall  of  1884  he  ran  as  one  of  ilie  Republican  Elec- 
tors on  the  .Sute  tickeu  In  October,  1879, 
his  name  was  prominently  brought  forward  for  re- 
election to  the  Senate,  and  under  circumatanoes  so 
flatterint,'  that  few  could  have  resisted  the  nomina- 
tion. But  Mr.  Harris,  adhering  to  his  resolution, 
on  October  3,  1879,  in  a  brief  note  published  in 
the  Eveiungyoitnuif  most  respectfully,  but  peremp- 
torily, declined  to  accept  the  nomination  under  aaj 
circumstances. 

Among  his  Senatorial  addresses  which  have 
passed  into  historv  are  those  touching  the  New 
C  apitol ;  on  the  question  of  Convict  Labor  ;  on 
the  Grand  Army  bill ;  on  the  question  of  historical 
societies  holdinc;  real  estate  for  preservation  and 
monumental  purposes  ;  on  Higher  Education  ;  on 
Sectarian  Appropriations,  and  on  Taxation.  He 
closed  his  Senatorial  career  under  the  following  high 
tribute  from  the  Morning  Express  .  ''Mr.  Harris 
is  a  natural  leader ;  he  unites  discretion  with  bold- 
ness. His  seal  is  regulated  by  mature  reflection. 
His  knowledge  of  men  is  intuitive,  and  his  intui- 
tions have  lieen  shariK-ned  by  wide  intercourse. 
He  1- a  (  lose  thinker,  a  cultured  scholar,  a  iIkt- 
ough  lawyer,  a  skillful  organizer  and  ready  debater, 
and  he  has  a  wide  knowlei^je  oC  and  devotion  to^ 
the  interests  of  die  State." 

We  shall  dose  our  rieetch  with  some  lemeilEa 
touching  his  literary  acquirements  and  labon^  and 
as  we  conceive  him  to  be  in  private  life. 

Mr.  Harrises  one  of  those  w  ho  believe  that  to 
oomfriete  a  biwyer's  education,  to  enable  liim  to 
ttdw  an  elevated  position  in  i^  much  mofe  it  needed 
dian  men  knowledge  of  ktv;  Imt  that  lie  AoaM 
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honor  and  cultivate  m  UMpeakably  useful,  thai  lit- 
«ratwe  wUcb  oomMMwdt  to  and  calls  forth  the 
highest  fitculties,  which  ejtpresses  and  commnni- 

Cati  >  cnni^N  cif  tin  ai^'ht,  fruiifu'rit  of  invention, 
ibrce  ul  nmral  purpd-sc,  a  thirst  for  the  true  and  a 
delight  in  the  beautiful. 

Mr.  Harris  has  exhibited  his  literary  taste  and 
culture,  tnd  abilities  is  a  writer,  on  the  lecture 
platform,  and  as  a  si  '  akcr  in  tlic  popular  aissein- 
bly.  He  possesses  the  nire  laculty  of  putting  his 
readers  or  his  audience  in  lull  possession  of  his 
thooghts,  and  in  keepii^  the  communication  be- 
tween himself  and  then  always  opon ;  always 
avoiding  those  affected  grasps  after  originality  on 
the  the  one  hand,  ami  that  sickly  prettiness  of  style 
on  the  other,  so  much  sought  auer  by  coomon- 
placc  lecturers  and  writers. 

Scvenl  of  his  addresses  have  been  published. 
We  cannot  avoid,  in  this  conneclion,  some  refer- 
ence to  an  admirable  lecture  delivered  by  him  on 

the  sulijci  t,  "  r  i'litits  and  T  .ilcnuurc, ''  licf'^ru  the 
Voung  Met]  s  Ass. )i:iatiun  of  Albany,  'l  u  um  his 
own  language  ;  "  I'olitics  and  Uteralure  was  the 

theme  of  the  speaker  Vmg  years  «go,  when  be  bade 
'good-by '  to  college  halls  and  bcTish  fioides,  and 
stepped  upon  the  stage  of  ac  tive  duties  tO  play  bis 
humble  part  in  the  great  drama  of  life." 

Mr.  Harris  took  nj)  his  suhjci  t  from  the  st.uid- 
point  of  long  experience,  as  be  says,  in  the  strug- 
gles of  the  world  ;  and  thus  it  was  full  of  most  val- 
uable thoughts  and  suggestions.  The  Albany  Ar- 
gtis,  in  speaking  of  it,  says  :  "  Mr.  Harris  was  able 
to  give  tu  the  literary  disLUs^^ti'ti  of  ]i>i'iiics  in  '.lie 
abstract  the  fruits  of  an  experience  in  the  concrete 
wbidi  few  men  can  claim — an  experience  which 
has  covered  a  loag  period  of  time,  notable 
associations,  occunooal  vfcfs^des  and  refreshing 

sue  ressps. " 

He  denied  th.it  jjublic  men  and  politicians  are 
absolved,  in  any  degree,  from  the  obligations  of 
strict  honor  and  molality.  He  insisted  that  politi- 
cal power  is  not  a  pnze  which  justifies  mem  acts 

and  compliance  with  usages  that  wkuKI  be  scorned 
in  private  life;  that  platitudes,  intrigues,  h<illuw 
preten--ii  Ills  and  iiipcals  to  base  passions  deser\'e 
signal  rebuke  when  employed  to  compass  political 
cndSi 

"The  man,"  iai<l  the  leiturcr.  "who  dcvotei  liitiiself  to 
politics  as  a  tnisiness,  for  llie  purport:  of  atccurtiig  positvon 
tar  npport,  !•  worthy  of  Itttle  coasideration,  and  gatlwrs  the 
IsBSt  salkflutioa  that  am  be  derivMl  from  aoy  of  the  em- 
fiiijfSali  q|  mm.  His  existence  is  a  ini«crableaM  of  wr. 
vU^r  sad  MKehalion,  delays  artd  disappdnlaMals,  to  «nd 
generally  in  povi-riy  and  obscurity.  He  who  would  best 
serve  the  stati-  and  win  a  nantc  and  secure  public  confidence 
should  possess  lofty  prindple«,  a  Iceen  foculty  of  vision  to 
discover  the  wants  ami  interests  of  society,  an  accurate  ac- 
quaintance with  current  events,  opinions  and  social  tenden- 
cies, a  dix-p  ]x-nctration  into  the  motive*  of  human  action, 
wd  a  clear^  detenniaation  of  the  lesulte  of  measuns  and 

The  nuuuier  in  which  Mr.  Harris  iUoatnted  the 
advantage  of  combining  liter.irv  attainments  with 
{K)liiical  acumen  was  very  forcible  and  haj>py.  He 
gave  many  in.stances  from  hisioiy,  where  the  treas- 
ure* of  literature  increased  ne  mefitlncM  and 
amng^  of  political  hOrar. 


"  The  low  ainliitiuns  of  U^**  he  said,  "  atn)  the  grosMf 
pleasures  of  sense,  are  charaeteristic  of  the  illitt  ratr.  Liter* 
atu-T  the  source  of  refinement  and  enlightenment  ;  it  iia> 
parts  wisdom,  elevates  thought  and  adorns  character." 

The  numerous  fiivonble  comments  of  die  preis 

upon  this  address  evince  at  onoe  its  sbiliQr  and  ilS 
effect  upon  the  j>ublic  mind. 

An  address  delivere<l  by  Mr.  Harris  before  the 
Young  Men's  Association  of  Albany,  on  "The 
Tower  of  London,"  was  a  production  that  aeaied 
great  interest  on  its  delivery,  and  was  eagerly  read 
after  iLs  appear.ince  in  the  puljlic  journals.  It  is 
rcmark.ible  f<>r  it>  historic  research,  and  for  the 
pleasing  diction  with  which  he  so  vividly  described 
that  grand  >  >ld  fortress  of  the  past,  around  which  SO 
many  historical  incidents  cluster,  and  where  so 
many  precious  relics  of  the  grandeur,  power,  and, 
we  may  say,  weakness  of  I'liirl.uul  are  t;atlii  red. 
This  structure  has  often  lioeii  destrihcd  \>y  tourists, 
but  few,  if  any,  have  clescribed  it  in  the  manner 
and  in  the  light  of  histoiy,  which  Mr.  Harris  did  in 
his  address. 

"It»  story  "  he  said,  "is  interwoven  \v;;li  the  attiinis  of 
<ire,it  lintain.  The  historic  nii:mf)rics  nt  c-i;.;ht  teiiturics 
c  lu->lcr  anniml  it.  The  history  ol  ulimv  ni  tlu-  ln  .ivc-st  as 
well  as  (he  d.lrko^t  deeds  of  tlie  Kriijiire  isv»rilten  in  its 
walls.  W  ith  it  is  asso*  iated  the  glory  of  proud  triumpha 
and  t;orv;eous  ceremonials,  toj;i-thcr  with  the  pathetic  and 
Iragic  vii. issiiudes  ami  ^)utali^lns  of  human  lortunc" 

These  deeds  and  ttie  worthiest  ai^ors  in  them 
attracted  the  pen  of  the  lecturer.    His  portraiture 

showed  a  wide  range  of  reading  and  the  appre- 
ciative and  discriminatini,'  haml  of  a  close  student. 

Another  of  his  proihietii  ins  which  was  listeneil 
to  and  read  with  interest  was  his  lecture  before 
the  Ve.ung  .Men  s  Working  .Society.  The  subject 
was  "  No  Royal  Road  to  Knowledge." 

A  Fourth  of  July  oration,  delivered  by  him  in 
early  hie  beture  the  Young  Men's  Association  of 
Albany,  was  quite  out  of  the  order  of  such  pro- 
ductions in  thought  and  originalitf. 

We  miigbt  lake  manj  inteiesting  extracts  from 
many  other  addresses  and  give  extracts  from  njaoy 
of  Mr.  Harris*  literar\  productions,  but  space  will 
not  permit.  It  is  jiroper  to  say,  how  ever,  that  some 
of  his  m(^t  pleasing  productions  are  his  memorial 
tributes  to  departed  distingtushed  jurisu  and  legis- 
lators. Feriiaps  nowhere  in  the  language  of  eu- 
logy can  there  be  lound  a  more  well-deserved  and 
more  ii'ucliing  and  well-exjires-sed  tribute  than 
that  paid  !■>  Mr.  Harris  to  the  incinoiy  of  John 
Morrissey  in  the  .Senate  of  this  State. 

The  "  Memorial  Wreath,"  ss  he  appropriate^ 
called  his  beautiful  eulogy  npon  that  gieat  kimr 
and  beloved  citizen,  Lyman  Trenutin,  commanded 
general  admiration,  in  that,  as  in  all  either  like  pro- 
ductions, Mr.  Harris  did  not  become  the  extreme 
punegyriaL  He  drew  his  mental  |>ortrait  with  truth 
to  the  original,  avoiding  on  the  one  band  Inordi- 
nate praise,  and  on  the  other  a  stinted  denial  of 
true  merit. 

His  triluite  111  James  \.  flarfield  was  a  most 
adecpiate  eulogy  u]ion  the  (jlorious  Martyr.  It 
was  a  touching  and  attractive  portraiture  of  the 
martyred  Fteaident  drawn  with  «  master  hand, 
guided  bjr.an  <^^Nilent  mind. 
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The  literary  taste  of  Mr.  Ibrria  is  exhibited  in 

his  elegant  home,  which  al)Ounds  in  hooka.  The 
recondite  productions  of  great  and  gifted  writers 
of  all  ages  an?  fMiiiiil  in  his  lar^^e,  valuable  and  i 
can-fully  selected  library.  To  use  ihe  language  of 
mi  her,  "Mr.  Harris  lias  made  the  selection  of 
books  a  specialty;  he  has  broo^t  topiether  on  his 
shelves  all  the  principal  works  of  enunent  English 
and  American  statesmen,  orati:>rs,  poets,  jurists  and 
s<.  Ik  liars  from  Lord  Bacon  to  Kdward  Everett." 
He  spends  much  of  bis  time  in  his  library;  to 
him  it  is  peopled  with  living  minds,  speaking  to 
him  of  history,  of  philosophy,  eloquence  and  all 
the  riches  of  ancient  and  modern  literature.  Mere 
voices  come  to  him  from  the  Athenian  Arena; 
from  the  Roman  Korum;  t'rnni  the  I'aij^lisli  Pailia- 
mcnt;  fn>m  the  American  Senate;  from  our  own 
great  scholars,  writers  and  scientists;  Ihom  the 
Bench  and  fiar  of  the  world. 

It  is  natural  that  a  mind  thus  devoted  to  books 
and  research  shouki  Ix:  a  iricinl  to  tlic  cause  of 
education  and  the  diliusi..n  ot  knowledge  by  the 
establishment  uf  schools  and  colleges.  And  we 
find  that  not  only  in  private  life,  but  in  his  l^s- 
lative  career,  he  has  been  the  warm  advocate  of  the 

cause  of  popular  and  hitjher  education. 

One  of  his  ablest  s{>eeches  in  the  -Senate  wa.s  in 
support  ofhigher  popular  education.  This  speech, 
wluch  was  widely  dicolated  tluongfa  tlw  Satjoe  by 
the  fnends  of  popular  edacatioo,  was  delivered 

ifanuary  29,  1879,  in  committee  of  the  whole,  hav- 
ng  under  consideration  the  Governor's  Message. 

That  document  recommended  the  abandonment 
uf  the  system  uf  aiding  the  public  high  schools, 
which  had  prevailed  so  many  years  in  the  Sute. 
The  Governor  in  his  Message  took  strong  grounds 
against  the  State's  aiding  in  giving  higher  educa- 
tion to  the  children  of  the  poor,  terming  it  legal- 
ized robbery  to  do  so.  Hon.  Thomas  C.  E.  Ec- 
clcsine,  Senator  from  the  Qly  of  Nesv  York,  strong- 
ly sustained  the  Governor  in  a  speech  delivered  in 
me  Senate.  He  innated  tiiat  higher  education 
disqualified  the  poor  for  the  duties  and  labors  to 
which  alone  they  are  by  nature  adapted,  and  that 
injustice  is  done  by  trying  tp  educate  the  children 
of  the  poor  for  callings  which  they  can  never  fill. 

This  atuck  upon  the  education  of  the  poor 
brought  Senator  Ilarris  to  his  feet,  and  be  repelled 
it  in  the  atimirable  .speech  to  which  we  have  al- 
lude»l.  The  dubiie  was  h-ng  and  ardent,  Continu- 
ing at  intervals  until  the  5th  ol  Eebruary,  1879, 
when  Mr.  Harris  closed  it  He  reviewed  the  va- 
rious laws  which  luwi  passed  fiivorii»  popular  edu- 
cation and  the  great  advantages  flowing  to  the 
people  from  these  laws. 

"  The  trui-  tl>niry."  he  saiil,  "  ufion  which  the  StAte 
educates  in  chiMrL-ii  i?  not  simj)ly  for  the  benefit  or  advance- 
ment of  the  in.!ivi;lu.il,  but  it  is  to  enlarge  his  mind  and 
eleifalc  111  '    li.it  u  li-r,  to  iiicrea-sc  his  efficiency  and 

▼aluc  as  .1  citizen,  and  thus  add  power  and  influence  10  the 
coaununity  in  whkh  he  Uvea,  cantriliutiaig  thereby  to  the 
promerily  and  elevation  of  tlie  Slate.  The  time  has  ar- 
ihediaaahtalatjr  of  the  wwidwhsBa  oatiao  lakes  rank 
aecoidiiig  ts  the  iBtsil%eaee  and  dmHon  of  the  people. 
The  hope  for  the  procperttr  of  free  institutions  especially 
rests  iqxm  popular  education'."  A^ain  Sen.ttur  llarrUMid 
that  "the  doctrioe  that  higher  erim-stinn  dienMaiifee  the 


poor  far  their  duties  and  labors  is  the  old  doctrine  of  catia 
and  aristocracy,  which  debar*  the  people  of  despotic  conn- 
trie!  from  rising  above  the  condition  in  life  in  which  they 
were  t»>rn.  It  i«  the  expre«*ii.>ii  of  the  l>?lftff  that  ult  men 
'  ati'  :ici;  ]\\\\.  It  is  tlic  utterance  ot  a  disViclicI  in  the  first 
principle*  upon  which  our  ^uvcrnnv-nt  was  founded.  It  is 
not  the  cl(X-trine  of  .\mcrica,  which  liiri>w>  wide  open  the 
door  of  every  *ih<>i>l  !.ou<m-,  that  all  Llultlreu  may  rcccirc 
the  lienetit  ot  t!ie  U--t  c^hu  alion,  so  that  tlv-y  in.iy  l-.-tfcr 
their  own  comiition  in  life,  and  thus  belter  the  conditum  of 
the  State  itself.  If  the  views  of  the  Governor  should  Ik 
adopted,  Ihe  State  would  step  back  a  half  century  instead  of 
advaacfaub  and  tha  dUUrsa  of  poor  bmb  woald  hava  to 
dlMiH  Mrdnire  and  ambition  to  haprova  their  coadittoa, 
and  be  kept  ia  the  positioa  in  wUdi  they  feond  themtelvei 
by  the  accident  of  bMi.  Many  of  our  peateat  men,  men 
of  eminence  in  puMic  life  and  in  the  |ii  iifi  Miiilll.  have  been 
taught  in  our  free  schools,  and  sprang  fron  tihe lower  con- 
ditions of  life.  Had  the  views  of  the  Governor  prevailed, 
many  of  the  men  who  have  molded  the  opinions  of  the 
country,  framed  itv  taws  ami  upheld  its  institutions,  would 
have  l>een  1.  .  .!  |  .  |  i  ^  their  lives  in  following  the  same 
narrow  path  tint  their  lather:^  trod  and  remain  in  the  condi- 
tion in  whijh  they  were  iiorn.  I  ^ay,  thcn,that  the  proposi- 
tion that  a  hiijhereilucation  tli.iiitlie  rudimentary  one  of  Ihe 
liiiuiMoii  slIiikjIs  is  not  a  lienetit  lo  the  poor  man,  that  the 
children  of  the  poor  should  only  learn  to  labor  and  not  to 
think,  »  mooatiaaik  even  Ihongh  it  coom  froa  die  Eiaca« 
Uve  Chamber." 

Such  was  the  champion  which  the  cause  of 
popular  education  found  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate 
in  Hamilton  Harris.  We  could  cite  manyodier 
instances  where  he  strongly  advocated  OOriJWtBni 
of  popular  wlucaiii  >n,  did  space  permit 

Thus  he  n.itiir.i  '.v  l  i  Caine  popular  with  the 
friends  of  education  througliout  the  .Simile.  Early 
in  the  year  1885  two  vacancies  occurred  in  the 
Board  of  Regents  of  the  Univerniy.  When  the 
Legislature  convened  that  year  his  name  was  verjr 
soon  brought  forward  as  a  candidate  to  fill  OOe  Of 
the  vacancies.  'I'be  members  of  the  Senate  and 
Assembly,  fully  appredatiiig  his  accomplisbme&ts 
for  thk  btmorebk  position,  and  bis  sernces  in  the 
educational  interests  of  the  State,  favored  bis  ap- 
pointment. On  the  loth  of  March,  1885,  the  Re- 
publican members  of  the  .Senate  and  Assetnldv 
convened  to  nominate  Regents,  and  Mr.  Harris, 
with  Mr.  Beach,  of  Schuyler  County,  was  unani- 
mously elected. 

This  action,  being  ratified  by  the  Legislature  of 
our  .State  in  joint  convention,  was  greeted  with 
general  ajiprobation  by  the  press  and  the  voice  of 
the  public.  Speaking  of  it,  the  Evamg  JommtU 
ssdd: 

"The  position  of  Regent  of  the  Unifcra'ty  is  the  single 
honor  within  the  power  of  the  Slate  lo  botow  upon  ils 
icbolam,  and  the  unanimous  accord  of  the  nomination  fair 
that  position  to  the  Hon.  Hamilton  Hairia,  of  this  dty.  and 
to  Mr.  Daniel  Kcach,  of  Schuyler  County,  was  a  fitting  and 
especially  appropriate  tribute  lo  the  learning  and  ability  of 
the  two  (fcnflemcn  chosen.  To  be  chosen  out  of  the  many 
public-s|)irili  d  sclnilai  s  of  tin-  State  would  be  a  great  com- 
phnienl  to  tonkr  i)|M)ii  any  ciii/en.  To  tK^  chosen  unan- 
imo-,i4y  and  without  the  coiisnit-ration  i.:'  any  other  name 
i.s  a  recognition  that  has  seld  om  Iven  awarded  by  the  State 
to  learniiij;.  The dcsignali  'n  ut  nat  ir  Hani-,  oi  Albany, 
for  the  position  is  one  the  propriety  of  which  our  citizens 
will  gratefully  recognize.  Although  Mr.  Harris'  reputatkn 
through  the  iitate  rests^chidtty^on^hw  ^otoica|^aad  proiw* 

of  rateaidi  and  attabmenls  la  the  field  of  Bleniate,  and 
ia  Ihoee  oeaetal  studies  which  bring  grace  and  q|iaMSU'| 
to  the  xauA.  His  interest  in  the  cducatioml  aAln  « 
tbe  state  and  of  the  c^y  has  been  ottea  dcoHBUnlBd, 
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and  liL-  will  bring  t'l  tliu  IJoarxl  of  Kc^;(.'nt>  3.  practical 
kiio»icd]i;e  of  the  requirements  of  our  school  system  that 
cannot  tmt  be  of  advantage  to  the  State." 

Thus  we  have  npidljr  traced  the  early  life  of  Mr. 
Harris,  his  entrance  into  his  chosen  profession,  bis 

sutccssrul  career  as  a  lawyer,  writer  and  speaker, 
his  career  ;is  a  Legislator,  and  in  other  public 
places.  ilis  private  life  ii<  <  no  mention  here. 
He  has  been  singularly  fortunate:  in  hia  domestic 
relatiras.  In  1050  he  married,  in  Buffiilo>,  Loqr 
Moody  Rogers,  the  elde-^t  (inuLchter  of  the  late  Na- 
thaniel Rojrers.  of  tini  cu\ ,  and  has  two  children — 
Frederick  Harris,  wliu  is  now  a.svocialcd  with  him 
in  the  practice  of  law,  and  Lucy  Hamilton  Harris. 
He,  with  hia  refined  and  highly  cultured  family, 
occupies  and  adorns  a  dtslinguisbed  position  in  the 
brilliant  social  circlfa  of  the  Capital  City. 

He  may  bo  called  a  positive  ni  ui.  It  has  been 
said  of  him  truthfiillj  that  "he  throws  him.self 
heart  and  soul  Into  wnatever  business  he  does  and 
whatever  cause  be  espoosea."  Hia  opinions  both  of 
persons  and  things  are  dedded  and  confident  In 
formitVLC  them  he  is  entirely  free  from  the  err.irs 
whicli  spring  from  undue  examination  or  want  of 
just  appreciation.  In  other  words,  he  weighs  men 
very  much  aa  they  are,  regardless  of  adventitious 
drcnmstances.  Long  a  prominent  resident  of 
Albimy,  In-  \rx%  exhibited,  as  we  have  seen,  the 
cli:ira(.  tcr  of  a  liberal  and  public-spirited  citizen  ; 
Ikiv  identified  liimself  with  all  prominent  measures, 
tending  not  only  to  the  advancement  of  the  city, 
but  of  the  State  and  couutr\ ,  and  has  fiuriy  von 
for  himself  an  honorable  place  in  histoiy. 

WILLIAM  L.  LEARNED. 

The  judiciary  is  a  department  in  <>ur  govern- 
ment of  higher  importance  than  all  othen.  It 
was  this  department  which  gave  force  and  vitality 

til  the  Constitution,  whieh,  till  it>  f  )rniation,  was 
almost  inert  in  the  exercise  of  its  power.  It  is 
about  the  only  department  untainted  from  tlie  cor- 
ruptions of  poUtics.  While  politicians  expend 
their  zeal  on  transient  interests  which  derive  their 
chief  inipiirtance  from  their  brief  connection  with 
a  party,  it  is  the  pmviiKe  of  the  Judge  to  apply 
those  solemn  and  uniser-al  laws  of  rectitude  on 
which  the  security,  industry  and  prosperity  of  the 
individual  and  the  State  essentially  depend. 

That  we  should  naturally  reverence  and  honor 
our  judicial  oflicers  ;  that  we  should  select  them 
with  care  and  sedulcmsly  weigh  their  qualtfications 
for  the  office,  their  merits  and  demerits,  in  the 
balance,  is  natural,  ami  v.lu  n  not  found  wanting, 
vouchsafe  them  the  large  honors  which  are  their 
due. 

In  view  .  if  •Jii  se  reflections  wo  enter  upon  the 
task  ol  brielly  tracing  the  life  and  career  <>f  the 
distingnished  jurist  and  long-experienced  Judge 
wboee  name  stands  at  the  head  of  our  sketch — the 
Hon.  William  I-aw  Learned  For  many  years  he 
has  been  a  delegated  minister  of  ju.stice  and  has 
received  an  unctiminun  evidence  of  the  esteem  in 
which  he  is  held  by  the  Bar  an*!  the  public  by  liis 
recent  election  for  the  second  lime  to  the  office  of 


Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  die  State  <^  New 

York. 

The  career  of  such  a  man  is  eminently  worthy  a 
I^ace  in  histoiy ;  it  is  pleasant  and  profitable  to 
give  that  historj'  to  the  public,  and  wc  perform  our 

grateful  task  as  I'  jIImws  ; 

Judge  William  L.  lycarned  is  a  native  of  New 
I-ondon,  Conn.,  bom  there  July  24,  1821.  His 
Either  was  Ebeneaer  Learned,  who  was  twice  mar- 
ried, his  second  wile  being  Lydia  Coit,  the  modier 
of  Jn<lge  T.earned,  he  being  the  onlycbildof  die 
second  marriage. 

Both  his  parents  descended  from  early  New 
England  settlers.  His  paternal  ancestor,  William 
Learned,  was  a  native  of  England,  who  came  to 
this  countrj-and  became  a  resident  of  Charlestown, 
Mass.  John  Coit,  his  maternal  ancestor,  was  a 
native  of  Wales,  who  left  that  country  about  1638, 
j  and  became  a  resident  of  Salem,  Mass. ,  for  we  find 
his  name  in  the  records  of  that  town  in  that  year. 

Hia  grandfathers,  Amasa  Learned  and  Joshua 
C6it,  were  representatives  in  Congress ;  the  first 
from-iSoi  to  i8j5.  the  latter  from  i-^?  to  171)8. 
I  They  wore  both  men  of  distinction  and  to<ik  con- 
I  spicuous  parts  in  the  public  affairs  of  the  State. 

Judge  learned  seems  to  have  inherited  his  love 
of  the  legal  profession,  for  his  lather  was  a  dia- 
tingtiislu-fi  lawyer  whi>  lor  many  years  occupied  a 
respectable  j>osi,tii)n  at  the  liar,  but  who  later  in 
life  became  the  civshier  of  one  of  the  banks  of  the 
State  of  Connecticut 

Young  Learned  began  his  education  at  die 
Union  School  in  New  London,  an  institution  of 
high  repute,  in  whicli  he  prepared  for  college. 
Yale  became  his  Altna  Mater.  He  entereil  that 
time-honored  institution  in  1837,  from  whence  he 
was  graduated  in  1841.  His  college  course  was 
characterized  by  diligence  and  conscientious  de- 
votion to  his  studies.  As  a  result,  he  stood  high 
with  the  stndenis  and  was  a  favorite  with  the 
faculty.  His  rank  as  a  student  is  indicated  by  the 
fact  that  he  was  salutatorian  of  his  class,  and  hia 
popularity  by  his  membership  of  the  sode^ 
known  as  the  Skull  and  Bones. 

Among  his  classmates  were  several  who  have 
since  become  di>tinguished.  Among  them  is 
Donalil  C  Mitchell,  favorably  known  as  Ik 
Mar\'el,"  author  of  "  Reveries  of  a  Bachelor  "  and 
other  pleasing  productions. 

Three  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Slate 
of  New  York,   [oseph  K.  Barnard,  Lucien  G. 
Birdseye  and  Gilbert  Dean,  were  classmates  of 
Jutlge  Learned. 

William  E.  Robinson,  a  prominent  politician;  B. 
G.  Northrup,  a  well-known  educator;  Stephen  D. ' 
Law,  a  venr'  acceptable  writer  on  the  laws  of 
patents,  and  Rev.  'J'honias  F.  Pet-  r-,  emim  nt  f<ir 
his  works  of  benevolence  in  the  (      of  Ni  w  ^Hrk, 
were  also  members  of  this  class. 

Immediately  after  leaving  college  Mr.  Learned 
entaed  dM  law  office  of  Wm.  F.  Brainard,  of  New 
London,  with  whom  he  pursued  his  studies  one 
vear.  Having  formed  a  ]ileasant  acijuaintante  with 
those  highly  respected  lawyers,  Messrs.  (iould  k 
Olin,  of  Troy,  N.  ¥.,  he  accepted  an  invitation 
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from  them  to  continue  bis  studies  in  tbeir  office. 
This  was  about  the  year  1 84  2. 

In  recogniiii ill  ol  his  leaniii^t;,  aluliiy  and  great 
purity  of  charatlcr,  .Mr.  (JuuUl,  the  senior  partner, 
was  elected  Mayor  of  Troy  in  1852,  and  in  Novem- 
ber, 1855,  he  was  elected  aJuBtioe  of  the  Saineme 
Court  or  the  State  for  the  ITiird  Judidal  District 
Mr.  TA-urncd  s  a.^sociate  in  the  oflice  of  Gould  A 
01  ill  \\as  George  C.  Waitc,  a  brother  of  Cliief- 
Tustice  Waiter  of  die  United  States  Supreme 
Court 

Young  Learned  was  called  to  the  Bar  at  the  fidl 

tetm  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  in  1844, 
which  held  its  sittings  at  Rochester.  Thi.s  was  the 
old  "Supreme  Court  of  Judicature  of  the  People 
of  the  State  of  New  York,"  Chief-Justice  Samuel 
Nelson  piesidil^  £sek  Cowan,  Greene  C. 
Bconson  namet  illnstrioas  in  legal  tiistoiy — 
associates. 

Mr.  Learned  decided  to  make  Albany  the  place 
of  liis  future  residence,  fully  aware  tiiat,  in  his  pro- 
fessional career  in  that  citjr,  he  would  be  compelled 
to  contend  with  what  may  be  well  tenncd  giants  of 
the  Bar.  With  a  welt-balanced  confidence  in  his 
own  ahilitirs,  with  a  consciousness  that  his  intel- 
lectual weapons  would  be  strimger,  brighter  and 
more  effective  by  wickliiig  ilicin  in  tlie  cunllict 
against  great  and  accomplished  minds,  he  entered, 
confidently  and  determiiiedlj,  into  the  honottble 
rivalry  he  had  sought. 

This  selection  of  a  field  of  labor  was  judicious 
and  fortunate.  If  he  met  the  usual  embarrassments 
and  discouragements  of  young  lawyers,  he  o\er- 
came  them  by  severe  application,  steady  persever- 
ance^ and  tlw  happy  adaptation  of  his  vigorous 
mind  to  his  pursuit  Prosperity  attended  him,  and 
he  gradually  but  surely  mosed  on  to  the  front  rank 
of  his  profession,  and  fn.ini  thence  to  the  distin- 
guished judicial  [)osilioii  he  now  uccupies. 

In  1850  he  formed  a  coparinership  with  the  late 
Gilbeif  L  Wilson,  who  afterward  became  secretaiy 
of  the  New  'S'ork  Centra!  Railroad  Company. 

.\lter  this  partriersiiip  had  existed  some  time, 
James  C.  Cook  became  a  menilier  of  the  firm, 
which  now  tooti  the  name  of  Learned,  Wilson  & 
Cook.  After  die  withdrawal  of  Wilson  the  firm 
was  known  as  Learned  &  Cook.  It  took  a  very 
high  and  influential  pasition,  controlling  an  ex- 
tended and  imponam  (.lictit.ige  ;  it  continued  until 
1867,  when  Mr.  Cook  ilecided  to  relurc  from  prac- 
tice ;  this  .11,  i  d  the  firm,  and  its  busincM  de- 
volved upon  Mr.  Learned. 

The  large  responsibility  which  now  rested  upon 
him  w.is  met  with  talents,  ability  and  learning, 
which  added  largely  to  his  reputation  as  a  lawyer. 
Perha(>s  no  practicing  lawyer  at  that  time  8to<:>d 
higher  in  public  estimation  than  did  Mr.  Learned. 
He  continued  his  practice  imtil  die  summer  of  1870^ 
when  that  distinguished  jurist,  Rufus  W.  Peckham, 
who  had  been  one  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  since  1861,  was  .ippointed  a  Justice  of  the 
Court  of  Apprals.  This  left  a  vacancy  on  tlic 
Bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  Mr.  Learned 
was  immediately  appointed  by  Gov.  Hoflfman 
in  place  of  Judge  Peckham. 


COUNTF  OF  ALBANT. 


In  the  autumn  of  1S70  Judge  Learned  was 

nominated  by  Uie  Democratic  party  of  the  Third 
Judii^  ial  IMslrict  a-  a  justice  of  the  Siijireme  Court ; 
his  Republican  opponent  w;is  the  late  Henry  Smith, 
an  admowledged  leader  of  the  Bar  and  a  man  of 
commanding  doq«ence^  Judge  Learned  wa% 
however,  elected  for  die  full  term  of  fourteen  jreais. 

He  entered  u|)on  his  judicial  duties  with  that 
ability  and  success  whicli  iiis  high  reputation  as  a 
coun-selor  at  law  fijlly  indicated  he  would.  As  a 
trial  judge  he  possessed  that  urbanity  and  patience 
in  the  condact  of  those  difficoh  cases  so  wearying 
and  patience-triing  to  die  judge  in  a  manner  that 
rentiered  him  popular  with  the  Bar,  jurors  ami  the 
general  public. 

In  January,  1875,  he  was  appointed  Presiding 
Judge  of  die  Third  Department  by  Gov.  Hl- 
den.  This  appointment  made  to  continue 
during  the  remainder  of  his  term.  His  assodates 
were  those  eminent  jurists,  Hon.  noUL;;;is.s  Board- 
man,  of  Ithaca,  and  Hon.  Augustus  Bockes,  of 
Saratoga  Spa.  The  ability  and  celerity  with  which 
the  Supreme  Couit  for  the  Third  Department  con- 
ducted its  work  didted  general  commendatian 

from  tlie  B.sr.  Tliotm^li  its  calendars  were  veiy 
large,  emhraciiig  many  imjM>rtant  cases,  the  business 
of  the  court  was  not  permitted  to  accumulate,  and 
its  calendars  were  cleared  to  such  an  extent  that 
cases  were  disposed  of  with  great  rapidity  and  sat> 
isfaction.  It  is  isaid  that  the  New  York  judges  aie 
overworketi.  from  the  Court  of  Appeals  to  the 
County  Couri.  to  a  large  extent  is  true. 

Perhaps  n*)  men  in  the  St;ite  are  subjected  to  such 
COMtant  and  exhaustive  labors  as  the  judges  of  our 
coorta.  Certainly  the  justices  of  the  Third  Depart- 
ment may  be  said  to  be  overworiLed  in  llieir  en- 
deavors to  ]irevent  that  accnmuladonof  basmesBso 
disastrous  lu  litigants. 

The  first  opinion  pronounced  by  Judge  Learned 
was  delivered  in  the  case  uf  Gould  vs.  The  Tottm 
OntmUa,  at  the  January  Term  of  1875,  >oon 
after  assuming  the  duties  of  presiding  Justice.  It 
is  reporte<i  in  5  Hun,  404.  This  was  followed 
l)y  .several  c:lscs  in  which  he  pronounced  the  opin- 
ion of  the  Court  He  .seemed  to  come  to  his  judi- 
cial duties  with  that  ease  and  directness  whicn  in- 
dicated a  natural  talent  for  their  dischaigei  In 
1874  he  was  appointed  one  of  the  Faculty  of  the 
Albany  T-iw  ."^chool.  His  associate  iiieml>ers  were 
Hon.  Ira  Harris,  Hon.  Matdicw  Hale  and  Is.iac 
Edwards.  I  he  department  of  juriq>rudence  to 
which  he  confined  iiis  lectures  at  fintwasTbe 
Qvil  Law.  Tliese  lectures  required  the  expendi- 
ture of  much  labor  and  research — the  most  e.xten- 
si%'e  legal  learning.  The  succe-ss  which  attended 
them,  their  populari^  with  the  sluilents,  is  a  sure 
indication  that  this  demand  was  fully  supplied.  In 
the  course  of  a  few  years  two  other  departments 
were  taken  up  as  the  theme  of  his  lectures,  one  on 
Equity,  the  other  tm  the  Trial  of  Causes.  These 
three  courses  he  continues  t<>  delixer. 

Among  Mr.  Learned  s  literary  work  was  dicdutv 
pcrfonmrd  by  him  as  editor  of  an  edition  of  MaA- 
am  Knight  s  Journal  and  an  edition  of  "£ark'* 
Mkrocosmogia^ihy. " 
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A  viiv  valuable  article  from  the  pen  of  Judge 
Learned  on  "  riie  Tanliness  of  Justice  '"  appeared 
in  the  NorlA  American  Review  for  June,  1885. 
It  commends  itself  strongiy  tothe  jndge,  the  lawyer 
and,  above  all,  to  the  bostoess  man ;  for,  really, 
the  tardiness  of  justice  is  one  of  the  ?rcat  evils  of 
the  times,  ail  !  IinliTo  I.LMiiiiil  lirals  with  the 
•Qbfect  as  one  who  speaks  with  knowledge  and 
with  aothori^.   He  aaya : 

*'  One  cannot  begin  a  Inrauit  tfaat  involves  a  considerable 
aoionDt,  with  any  hope  of  a  iMMoaUj  speed  v  decision ;  a 
jmtH  tee  nodd  be  tect  fbr  hi  tenHwlfaa ;  aad  Ih* 
pkialiff  man  not  iwdi  tfw  end  in  Am,  foor,  five  or 
ifat  ynn.  A  ihort  time  since  a  ooonscJ,  in  unraing  a  nmt- 
iv,  nfigmd  to  a  caac  tliat  had  been  pending  eintteen  fear*, 
aod  was  ju»t  at  iiiiiue  for  trial.  The  caie  may  be  found  re- 
ported as  early  as  1873,  in  one  of  its  'many  steps,'  and 
was  in  fact  lK\Tin  in  1S69  (Smith  vs.  Ratlilnin,  6^^  lUrK, 
\  13  Ilun,  47).  It  h.ii  ijrailuatcvl  snmt  of  it>  i  .mii'itl  to 
the  betich,  uiid  h;»>  ><-en  s«  vit;i1  ot  tht*  wluj  s.it  in  it 

CVricd  bcy'uni  the  term  of  their  n;'iiLi.il  lan-er.  Anotlicr 
eaie  presstil  I  n  w.ir'i  hy  the  plaintitl  and  entitled  to  a  prrf. 
OfeiKe  on  the  v.ilin.i.ir  m  the  court*  was  betjun  iti  iN7(, 
ml,  alter  lour  trials,  roched  its  liappy  end  in  18S0.  Thc^e 
Me  not  unusual  instances. 

"  In  civil  matters,  the  delay  of  Justice  is  a  great  wrong. 
JKrrforfw  oto^loa  aHHte  MinMiahtwasof  diarity. 
Mm  eaB  bsidr  whit  Ihcy  hcUave  to  ha  a  wvon^  dcciiion,  if 
it  be  made  pronpdy;  liatthe;^  cuuMthMr  (M«Mailahl> 
tin  of  delay.  •  Hope  deCerred  mahoA  te  heart  rich.' 
It  k  the  weary  watcliiag  by  tlie  bedade,  not  Ac  &tal  ter- 
i^atioa,  that  tries  the  mind  and  body.  And  so  with  a 
pecuniary  claim  which  one  man  makes  against  anodier.  *  *  * 
nrliapa  there  if  no  other  canse  of  delay  so  great  as  the  ex- 
tensive riRht  of  appeal  given  by  our  present  system.  In 
nany  matters  that  lielitn^  merely  to  the  preliminary  s.kir. 
miahing,  as  it  might  U?  called,  ap|x-al!i  to  the  ( ieiieral  Term 
can  be  taken,  with  the  result  of  delayinj;  the  trial ;  sodt 
matters,  fur  iti«t.ince,  as  motions  t"  Lhan^c  the  place  of 
trial.  Vet  these  are  oticn  questions,  to  a  j;reat  extent,  of 
jjiKHl  iii»creti<Mi,  in  which  the  iiiM.TetK>a  of  one  judge  might 
better  I*  made  cotichisive,  for  the  sake  of  prvventing  delay. 
This,  however,  is  of  less  importance  than  the  freedom  of 
inp«l  after  triaL  It  Bay  be  said  generally  that,  after  trial, 
the  ddbaled  priy  hat  time  wpeals,  omlier  any  ofwhldi 
he  nar  obtam  a  new  tiiiL  Fint,  he  may  appy  to  the 
ooort  befan  which  the  caae  was  tried.  If  voMKoesrfal,  be 
may  appeal  to  the  General  Term.  It  iHHiinTwfwl  there,  he 
may  ap{>eal  to  tlu;  Court  of  Appeals.  In  ftecrewded  con- 
dition of  the  calendars,  this  assures  him  a  very  comfortable 
postfinntincnt  of  the  final  result.  When,  however,  he  shall 
x\  l.ist  haxe  lincame  ileritli-rl  \>y  the  hi^jhcst  court,  and  shall 
h.ivc  «inc<-fili  .l.  .ir  i!  -.h  ill  li.ive  ohtainetl  a  new  trial,  he 
will  not  have  reaLhexl  the  end.  He  must  back  and  try 
the  cas<'  a^ain.  .\nil,  ariiic<l  with  the  decisiiiM  ol  the  high- 
est Ci  hi  rt  in  his  f.uifr,  he  will  pruhahly  ^utceed  in  his 'Ic- 
feiisc,  at  the  tnal.  Tha',  In  tvrr.  :s  not  the  end.  The 
plaintiff  will  now  aj-peal  ;  and  when  the  defendant  once 
more  reaches  the  higher  court,  he  OMy  find  that  there  is  a 
dittingHtniU,  and  that  that  court  didnH  mean  quite  what  he 
thought  they  meant*  Ooea  more,  then,  there  must  be  a 
new  trial.  And  once  more  he  nav  dbab  the  ladder  of 
appeals,  and  get  a  aaw  Isnon  hi  wiiwnn  from  fts  topaoet 
nMnd— at  leak  a  aew  lesMS  of  paHeace.*' 

The  Judge  poiDti  on^  with  much  ability  and 
disoemment,  the  Mrioos  evils,  the  delay  and 
expense,  in  the  practice  of  id^srring  causes  for 
trial 

"References,"  he  say,  "arc  very  i\;Kii-i,r,  and  the 
cjtpcnH-  falU  on  the  clcfcate<l  party.  I  h'  y  ire  always  pro. 
tracteil,  liecause  the  convenience  of  two  or  more  of  the 
counsel  and  ot  the  referee  must  Iw  consultctl,  and  because 
the  referee  cannot  e\erci.sc  that  power  of  compelling  prompt- 
ness which  can  bo  exercised  by  the  Court.   Thus  a  trial, 
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wUdi  heCm  a  coot  or  jury  m^ht  he  fiaMwd  hi  a  flsw 
dayt^  will  he  hefeie  a  teferae  tar  mondu^  by  teaaon  of  short 
•eaaionsaad  hmg  adjoomment.  It  k  to  be  bopcd  that 
since  the  recent  increase  in  the  number  of  judges,  tncre  will 
be  a  retnm  to  that  practice  when  nothing  was  referred, 
except  long  accounts.  •  •  *  It  is  certainly  the  duty  of 
the  .state  to  provide  a  sufficient  number  of  Judges  ;  so  that, 
if  tliey  dotheir  duty  luttifiiUy,  tliere  iboald  be  w>  delay  in 
reacUiv  a  eawe  aeon  aftir  ft  is  nady  (or  tiieL" 

On  the  27th  of  May,  1855,  Jud^e  Learned  was 
united  by  marriage  to  Phche  Kowland  Marvin, 
daughttf  of  Alexander  Marvin,  a  distinguished 
merchant  of  Albany.  'Iliis  accomplished  and 
highly  esteemed  lady  died  March  31,  1864.  leav- 
ing; tlirei'  (l:uii;hit'rs.  On  Janii.irv  I  c;,  1S6S,  Mr. 
Learned  was  married  to  Katlierine  .S.,  a  datigh- 
ter  of  the  late  Clinton  DeWitt,  one  of  the  most 
accompUdied  members  of  the  New  York  Qtjr 
Bar,  whose  exalted  career  had  been  suddenly 
terminated  while  yet  in  early  manhood.  In  1878 
Yale  College  conlcrred  upon  Judge  Learned  the 
degree  of  LL.  D. 
As  we  have  said.  Judge  Learned  was  elected  for 
,  the  long  tenn  of  fourteen  years.  As  this  term  was 
to  terminate  with  the  e.xpiration  of  1884,  he  was 
nominated  by  the  Democrats  of  the  Third  Judicial 
Dihlrict  a.s  their  ciiididate  for  the  office  of  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  for  that  district.  He  was 
elected,  and  in  January,  1885,  entered  upon  the 
diachaige  of  hi|  judicial  duties  with  the  ezpeneoM 
of  over  fourteen  years  ot  arduous  labon  on  the 
bench. 

His  appointment  as  presiding  Justice  of  the 
Fourth  Department  removed  him  from  the  circuit, 
or  NisiFrius,  the  duties  of  which,  as  we  have  seeiv 
he  discharged  with  singular  abili^.    It  was  bis  for- 

'  tune  while  presiding  as  a  Circuit  Judge  to  try 
j  several  exceedingly  important  criminal  ca.ses.  So 
important  were  some  of  them  that  ihey  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  press  and  the  public  throughout 
the  mtion.   Space  will  not  permit  any  description 
of  these  ca-ses,  but  our  work  would  not  be  complete 
'  without  some  reference  to  two  of  them,  one  75S* 
j  Peoplew  Ltncen.'i/fin,  the  other  TItr  P,\sf>!,  \.  Filkins, 
for  the  robbing  of  an  express  car  near  Albany  on 
j  the  6th  of  Januaiy,  1871. 

The  questiona  of  6ct  involved  in  these  cases 
{  were  most  remarkable,  remotely  connected,  some 

of  them  obscure  and  ajijiareiitly  unimportant,  yet 
when  cle.ired  of  oliscunty,  clearly  de\eio|ie<l  and 
fairly  cumiected,  tormed  a  chain  of  eviilence  of 
such  unerring  ceruinty  that  they  resulted  in  the 
convicttcm  of  both  Lowenstein  and  Filkins.  A 
brief  reference  to  the  cases  of  Filkins  antl  Lowen- 
stein belong  appropriatel)  to  this  biography  : 

On  the  6th  of  June,  1871,  Thomas  A.  Ilalpine,.a  messen- 
ger for  the  American  Kipros  Companr,  got  nilo  his  car  at 
Albany  twentv-fivB  w^mit  past  five,  P.  M.,  in  the  tear  of 
the  express  office.  Hie  car  was  drawn  by  an  ei^;iiM  to  the 
bridge,  now  known  as  die  Upper  Bridge ;  a  train  caaw 
over,  to  which  the  car  was  attached.  Its  doors  were  ajar  a 
few  inches  ;  the  safe  was  kicked  and  the  key  in  Halpine'^ 
pocket.  A  few  moments  after  the  car  started  a  man  sprang 
in,  shut  the  door  through  which  he  entered,  jumpeci  over 
and  shut  the  other  door.  After  a  few  words  p.i»se<l  fx-tween 

:  the  men,  the  stranger  presented  a  pistol  an. I  vhot  llalpine 
tlirough  the  neck.    He  licU,  and  the  shot  was  repeated. 

I  Thb  diot  entered  under  HalplBe^  tigfat  eye;  the  Shot  was 
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again  repealed,  taking  effect  near  the  riglH  i.ir.  'riiL'  victim 
was  ins«.'us.lblo,  and  apparently  dead.  When  the  car 
reached  the  Gnvn  street  station  H.i'pinr  recovered  sufficient 
conacknisness  to  recall  what  had  taken  ulace.  The  car  had 
•topped.  By  «  ■tranc  cftwt  be  reached  the  door,  £aint  and 
bweding.  He  ctDea  Car  aarisbmce,  which  resulted  in  hk 
being  taken  from  the  cu.  An  examination  of  the  safe 
showed  it  had  been  unlocked  and  a  large  nm  of  monejr 
taken  thaetroK  The  kcnr  had  been  taken  from  the  pocket 
of  MaipiRe,  and  with  it  the  safe  was  unlocked.  The 
circumsiancM  created  great  excitement,  and  for  a  time  the 
affair  was  wrappt-*!  in  mystery.  At  length  sutplcion  b^an 
to  attach  it^lf  ti>  I'llsu  .\.  rilkins  «<i  far  as  the  Expri-ss  Com- 
pany was  conct-Tr.'jd.  i  in  iia:  nit::.'  this  he  l!ctl  to  (.'.inail;i, 
but  was  tollowi-d  ami  .'irrc--.U(i,  indictai  ami  Imm^lit  to 
trial. 

Wh.it  iii<i?t  omlMrr.i>>«l  the  prosecution  was  the  fact  th.it 
Filkins  liorc  a  g"  •  1  n  .iu  l  on  the  [rial  lii-  |:ruM-.i 

that  at  at»atthe  time  the  criiiu-  w  .iv  coinmittctl  he  wan  at  hi^ 
home  far  up  the  hill  on  one  oj  the  streets  of  the  city.  It  was 
difficult  to  beliere  he  could  have  crossed  the  river  and 
reached  his  honw  in  10  short  a  tioM.  Bnthiaaiitol  was 
found  near  the  spot  where  the  ahne  was  nemiiiiiMrii,  by  a 
bojr,  and  Hatoiiiepcsftttr^  Identified  Mm  aa  the  lobber  who, 
had  assailed  um.  There  were  many  odierfiKts  ia  the  case, 
on  both  Mm,  reodering  aa  we  nave  ooe  ef  gmt 
dlfiwderandr  -  - 


The  prosecution  of  Filkin.s  was  conducted  with 
great  alull  and  vigor  by  that  diatinguisbed  lawyer, 
Hon.  Rtiftis  W.  Peckham,  then  District  Attorney, 

and  now  a  Ju'^tice  of  the  .'^tiprcinc  ('<nirt.  He  wa.s 
aided  by  \Villiain  J.  Hiuiley,  whose  opening  ad- 
dre.ss  was  most  clear  and  forcible.  HoiL  N.  C. 
Moak,  80  well  known  for  hia  thoroiigh  research 
and  unwearying  ability,  was  coansel  for  the  pris- 
oner. 

The  charge  of  Jud^'c  Lt-arned  to  the  jury  is  re- 
membered as  one  of  j^rcat  ahility  and  fairness. 
With  exact  analysis  he  went  through  the  conflict- 
ing evidence,  disentangling  the  material  from  the 
immaterial,  and  presenting  it  clear  and  direct  to  the 
jury,  who,  after  due  deliberation,  returned  a  ver- 
dict of  guilty,  and  Kilkins  w.i-s  scmoiu  ed  to  .States 
Prison  at  Clinton  for  a  term  of  twenty  years.  He 
had  not  been  there  long  when  he  made  ids  CK^ie, 
and  has  never  since  been  beard  from. 

It  was  never  Icnown  bjr  the  pnblic  how  ranch 
innncvw  as  taken  from  the  safe,  btit  it  was  sufficient 
to  iiKimc  the  compaity  to  olfer  a  reward  of  $5,000 
for  tile  apiirehriisioii  and  conviction  of  the  robbers. 

The  Lowenstein  case,  like  the  Filkins  case,  was 
one  of  great  importance. 

At  this  time  Hon.  N.  C.  IVfoak  was  District  At- 
torney, and  he  conducted  the  case  for  the  people 
with  inast>erly  ability,  and  Hon.  I).  Caiiy  Herrick, 
who  has  since  filled  admirably  the  office  of  District 
Attomejr,  was  connsel  for  Lowenstein. 

On  August  7,  1873,  a  man  haptic:ie<l  to  take  a  short  tut 
in  crossinv;  from  the  turnpike  over  the  lanu  ot  one  Jones. 
On  rcachiti^;  a  (cnce  th.it  crossed  his  course,  he  discovered 
in  a  hollow,  or  basin  in  the  ground,  a  man  apparently 
asleep,  hut  on  attempting  to  awaken  him  he  was  startled  to 
find  that  he  was  dead.  His  throat  was  cut  and  he  bad  been 
shot  in  the  haad,  and  there  were  nine  bullet  holes  in  differ- 
ent paita  of  hit  bodf. 

In  hit  podcet  was  feond  a  card  of  Theodoie  GmnewaM, 
barhcr  and  hairdresser,  35  AOantic  street,  Soalh  Brook. 
Ijrn. 

On  Inqnfarfaig  ef  Gnmewak!  it  was  learned  that  he  did 
not  Itnow  the  deceased  ;  but  it  was  learned  that  a  former 
workman  of  his  had  left  his  shop  early  m  the  morning  and 
taken  his  wages  and  other  impleiaents  with  hint.  Ongoing 


tohi>  rL"-idc'iice  It  was  leand  that  his  name  was  Lowenstein, 
aiul  that  he  lived  in  thehottse  of  John  1>.  Weston,  who  an- 
swered  the  description  of  the  <lcceased. 

Wetton  had  recently  drawn  four  bundrcd  and  fifty  dol- 
laislram  the  bank,  and,  on  the  morning  of  AnguatSp  got  op 
between  four  and  five,  went  away  ana  was  never  aflowara 
seen,  enent  that  he  took  die  Hailem  train  at  nine  A.  M., 
which  readied  Albany  at  five  P.  M. 

Lowenstein  was  ament  from  home  on  August  5,  but  re- 
turned aliout  nine  A.  II.,  flte  6th,  saying  be  had  been  to  Phil- 
adelphia. Though  a  man  of  small  means,  he  soon  had 
plenty  of  money,  purchasinf;  a  harlter  shop  and  paying  liir 
It  the  sum  of  three  hundred  and  tilty  dollars. 

For  some  reason,  on  the  1 1th  ol  .\ui;ust,  he  hurricilly  lied 
and  wfist  to  St.  t'alherii)i-s,  Cun.itii,  hat  not  ti!!  scvi-r.il  cir- 
CunistaiiCL'^  wtie  ilia ovficd  ji  lintiiig  -.i>  ■■lioii'jiy  I'l  hi>  LOiilt 
that  warrants  lur  his  arrest  were  issued,  with  which  he  was 
tollowed  to  St.  Citherineib  ancstod,  buMghtto  Aibaay  and 
coinmittetl  to  jail. 

Near  where  Weston's  body  was  found,  on  the  ktwor  boeid 
of  tlic  fence,  a  rajior  marked  L.  VII,  When  Low- 
anstain  was  ancslad  than  was  fovnd  in  liit  powaiiiBn 
a  aet  of  raaors  rinHafly  marked  and  nttmbeted  fram  L  up- 
ward to  VI.;  it  was  proven  that  he  had  given  away  one 
similar  to  the  others,  and  marked  L.  VIII. 

The  aeoonnt  he  gave  ef  himarif  «n  the  trial  was,  that  he 
had  been  to  Philadelphia,  and  was  titere  when  the  murder 
was  committed  ;  that  he  went  to  obtain  a  sum  of  Coor  hun- 
dred and  litly  dollars  in  money  which  he  had  previoasly 
hidden  in  a  hole  in  the  wall  of  Moyanjcnsing  prlton.  Tlie 
point  most  embarrassing;  to  the  prosecution  was,  tli.it  I.'iw- 
enstcin  was  away  only  the  5th  of  .\u^ust,  retuniing 
at  nine  A.  M.  of  the  6tli,  while  Wi-^lun  imist  have  Ixen 
killed  the  ni^'hf  of  the  5th,  a  few  miks  west  of  .\lKiny,  nut 
tar  from  the  Central  Railroad  track. 

On  the  trial  Lowenstein  produced  a  very  respectaUe 
woman,  a  resident  of  Philatielphia,  who  swore  positively 
that  she  saw  him  in  Philadelphia  on  the  5th,  havine  con- 
vcnc<l  with  him  on  the  eccaaon.  When  Lowenstein  fled  to 
Canada,  far  toeie  reaaon,  Im  went  by  way  of  Fhifaidelphia, 
and  it  was  contended  fay  the  ptoeecntian  that  the  woman 
was  mistaken  in  the  time  of  meeting  Lowenstein. 

The  trial  began  Jauiiiary  28,  1874,  and  was,  perhaps,  one 
of  the  must  protracted  of  any  criminal  case  ever  tried  in  Al- 
bany. It  was  one  of  those  difficult  cases  of  fact  and  law  ex- 
tremely exhausting  to  the  l7ourt,  but  the  well-balanced 
mind,  judicial  fainicss  and  learning  of  Judge  Learned  en- 
ablcji  him  to  preside  with  great  success.  Like  his  charge  to 
the  jury  in  the  Filluns  case,  bis  chwse  was  a  model  of 
judicial  abili^.  Loweutdn  was  eonvicted  and  esecnled. 

"Of  Judge  I  xMrticd'.s  eminent  abilities  as  a  jurist 
or  jadidal  officer,  of  his  sopeiior  qualities  of  mind 
ana  diaracter,  and,  of  course,  of  uaefblnca^  it  is 

unneces.sari'  ti)  speak  here  ;  to  do  so  would  be  but 
the  work  of  supererot^ation  ;  suffice  it  to  say,  he 
ha.s  left  the  impress  ol  his  large  abilities  and  ex- 
tended learning  upon  the  history  of  the  State." 
I'he  numerous  opinions  which  he  has  delivered 
enrich  the  learning  of  onr  reports  from  the  3d  of 
Hun  down  to  the  present  time  Distinguished 
and  useful  as  has  been  his  public  life,  his  life  ,is  a 
citizen  is  in  ever}'  way  in  harmony  with  his  public 
life,  and  therefore  it  is  no  affectauon  to  aay  he  oc- 
cupies an  exalted  posiitoa  among  the  peo[de  of  die 
Capital  City. 

Whatever  tends  to  the  advancement  of  its  public 
interests,  to  the  promotion  of  religion,  of  educne 
tion  and  the  proper  embellishment  of  the  city,  has 
always  found  in  Judge  Learned  an  ardent,  abk 
and  succMsfal  advocate.  He  is  now  Resident  of 
the  Albany  Female  Academy  and  of  the  Albany 
Law  .School,  and  for  many  years  has  been  one  of 
the  trustees .  A  those  two  corpoiatioiis  and  of  the 
Albany  Academy. 
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MATTHEW  HALE. 
The  fccQirds  of  the  courts  of  the  State  of  New 

York  bear  am]>]i'  evidence  of  the  high  abilities  and 
successful  career  ni  the  tlistinguished  lawyer  win ise 
name  stands  at  the  head  of  this  chapter,  and  w  hose 
life  we  are  now  to  briefly  trace.  His  is  a  life  and 
career  which  it  is  apleasore  to  leconl;  though  it 
may  contain  no  striking  events,  no  sensational 
vicissitudes,  it  still  contains  ver)-  much  of  interest  to 
the  scholar,  the  jurist  and  tlie  lawyer,  It  is  replete 
Willi  iliose  incidents  in  the  life  of  all  criminal  law- 
yen  whidi  attract  to  it  die  hiterest  of  all  intelligent 
claaaes. 

Matthew  Hale  was  bom  atChehea,  Vt.,  June 

20,  1829,  His  father  was  Harry  Hale,  llscj. ,  a 
descendant  of  Thomas  Hale,  who  came  tc»  New- 
bury, Mass.,  in  163S,  This  Hale  was  the  son 
of  an  Eoglisb  jeoman  from  Hertfordshire,  Eng- 
land 

Matthew  Hale's  mother  was  T.ucinda  Eddy,  a 
descendant  of  Miles  Slandish  and  of  John  Alden, 
the  son  ot  Miles  Sianilisli  having'  married  the 
daughter  of  John  Alden  and  I'riscilla,  his  wife. 

AHcr  a  careful  preparatory  training,  young  Hale 
entered  the  University  of  Vermont  at  Burluigton. 
At  college  he  excelled,  especially  in  languages, 
slainliu^  first  in  his  clas-^  in  this  (.icpartinent,  and 
was  a  favorite  with  his  class  and  with  the 
fiwttl^.  He  was  graduated  in  1851.  In  1854  he 
delivered  the  Master's  Omtioi).  In  1883  the  Cbl- 
1^  confened  upon  him  the  degree  of  LL.  D. 

Having  chosen  the  Iei;al  profession  for  his  future 
cjccujiation,  he  commenced  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Kellogt,'  A-  Hale,  at  Elisabethtown,  Ksscx 
County,  N.  Y.  The  senior  member  of  this  firm 
was  the  Hon.  Oitando  Kellogg,  and  the  junior 
member  the  late  Hon.  Robert  S.  Halo,  an  older 
brother  of  Matthew,  who  scr\  t(i  two  ternis  in  Con- 
gress w  iih  <lislinLti' ■n,  and  w. is  for  many  years  prior 
to  his  death  in  iSSi  a  Regent  o!  the  University. 

In  1853  Mr.  Hale  was  adniiUed  to  the  bar  at  the 
Genci  al  Term  held  at  Salem,  N.  Y.  He  chose  Pough- 
keepsic,  N.  Y.,  as  his  first  field  of  professional 
labor,  practicing  there  from  1853  to  1859.  His 
first  law  partner  was  his  brother,  Henry  Hale,  now 
at  St.  F^ul,  Minn.  After  the  dis.solution  of  this 
firm  by  the  removal  of  his  brother  to  the  West  he 
formed  a  business  relation  with  Gen.  A.  B.  Smith, 
untler  the  firm  name  of  //,;/-■  Smilh.  In  iS'si; 
Mr.  Hale  removed  to  New  York  C  Uy,  and  became 
the  law  partner  of  the  late  T.ot  C.  Clark,  under  the 
firm  name  of  Clark  &  Hale.  This  firm  was  sue- 
oessfiil,  gaining  remunerative  practice  and  taking 
a  respectable  position  in  the  city  and  in  Richmond 
County,  «-here  it  had  the  leading  business.  It 
continued  until  1863,  when  Mr.  Hale  removed  to 
Klizabethtown,  N.  Y.  Here  he  became  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Hand  Hale,  consisting  of  the  late 
Hon.  .\.  C  Hand,  his  fiitber-in-law,  K.  J«  Hand, 
Ks(|.,  and  himself.  The  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
A.  ('.  Hand,  had  been  one  of  the  first  Justices  of 
the  .Supreme  Court  elected  under  the  Constitution 
of  1846.  This  liim  was  distingui.slied  for  the 
varied  ability  which  its  members  brought  to  its 


huge  prociice,  and  it  obtained  an  extended  reputa* 
don. 

AAer  the  death  of  Mr.  Cagger,  which  occurred 

in  the  summer  of  1S68,  by  which  the  firm  of  Cap- 
per Hand  was  dissolved,  Mr.  Hale  decided  to 
remove  to  Albany,  and  he  has  here  resided  since 

that  lime. 

On  his  removal  to  Albany  he  became  the  law 

partner  of  Hon.  Samuel  Hand.  He  continued 
his  relations  with  Judge  Hand  until  1881,  though 
during  this  time  there  were  Mjvetal  chanp;es  in  the 
finii.  It  was  fl>r  a  time  Hand,  Hale»Sc  Swart/.,  and 
Hand,  Hale,  .Swartz  A  Fairchild,  after\var»l 
Hand,  Hale  it  BuUiley.  These  firms  succeeded 
to  die  buriness  of  Hill,  Cagger  ft  Porter  and  Cag- 
ger &  Hand,  and  aciiuirinj;  many  new  clients,  had 
an  e.Ktensive  practice  in  the  Slate  and  Federal 
Courts. 

Since  1881  Mr.  Hale  has  been  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  A.  T.  Bulkley,  under  the  firm  name  of 

Hale  &  Bulkley.  We  have  tlius  given  the  various 
business  relations  of  Mr.  Hale  since  he  commenced 
his  practice. 

It  has  been  Mr.  Hale's  fortune  during  his  prac- 
tice to  conduct,  as  courusel,  a  large  number  of 
cases  in  the  Federal  and  State  Courts,  which 
may  well  lie  termed  "heavy  causes,"  exceed- 
ingly interesting  not  only  to  the  legal  pt.ifrs- 
sion  but  to  the  public.  'Ihe  following  important 
cases  in  which  he  was  counsel  will  give  the  reader 
some  knowledge  o(  the  magnitade  of  his  business 
as  an  advocate  and  counselor : 

He  apjKiired  for  the  Ramsey  Board  of  r)iri-ctors 
in  the  great  legal  contest  with  Fisk  and  (jould  lor 
the  control  of  the  .Mbany  and  Su.stjuehanna  R.  R. 
Company  in  1869  and  187a  This  is  one  which 
maybe  called  an  historic  case,  summoning  the 
ablest  lawyers  in  the  State  to  it  Mr.  Hale's  asso- 
ciates in  the  case  were  Judge  W.  F.  Allen,  .\.  J. 
Vanderpoel,  (ie^).  Y.  Danlorth  and  Henry  Smith. 
Among  the  opposing  counsel  were  David  Dudley 
Field,  William  C.  Barrett  and  Hon.  k.  J.  Parker. 

Although  not  seeking  employment  in  criminal 
cases,  Mr.  Hale  has  been  cng;igcd  In  many  important 
criminal  trials.  He  wa.s  asso(_iated  with  H<_>n.  Win. 
A.  Beach  for  the  prosecution  in  the  trial  in  Saratoga 
County  of  Wm.  Witbeck  for  the  murder  of  Millard 
Griggs,  a  deputysheriff,  in  the  execution  ofa  writ  of 
possession  in  one  of  the  and-rent  cases  ;  and  has 
successfully  defende*!  many  cases  for  murder  and 
Other  (.((fenses  in  the  Mate  and  Cnited  Stale.ii 
Courts,  the  last  being  the  defense  1  if  I^vi  McCauley, 
who  was  acquitted  of  the  murder  of  his  w  ite,  at  the 
Efflex  Oyer  and  Terminer,  in  June,  1884. 

F'ew  ciscs  created  more  public  interest  than  the 
proceedings  brought  by  the  English  stock  owners 
of  the  Erie  Railway  Company  in  1872  to  obtain 
the  control  of  that  corporation.  In  this  contest 
Mr.  Hale  appeare<l  for  the  English  stockholders. 
He  was  also  engaged  in  the  Mayoralty  suit  be- 
tween Messrs.  Judson  and  Thacher,  in  rSys  ;  for 
the  lVo]ile  in  the  Canal  suits  instituted  by  Gov. 
Tilden  ;  in  the  trial  beloic  the  Senate  o!  John  F. 
Smith;  in  a  large  nnnilHr  of  cases  brought  against 
the  N.  Y.  C  aiul  U.  K.  R.  R.  companies^  tried  at 
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the  Alb;in\-  Circait  He  wxs  counsel  for  the  Albany 
National  Exchange  Bank  in  what  were  known  as 
The  Bank  Tax  Cases,  in  one  of  which  he  obtained 
a  decision  in  the  Supreme  Court,  holding  that  the 
State  law  taxing  shareholders  in  National  Banks 
in%  to  fome  extent,  unconstiiutiunal.  He  was 
cobumI  uaociated  with  Gen.  Wayne  Swajrn^  of 
New  York,  for  the  Western  Union  and  other  tele- 
graph oniiiianics  in  the  suits  brought  by  tlic  At- 
torncy-Cicner.d  to  recover  taxes  of  these  corpora- 
tions under  the  laws  of  1881. 

In  the  investigation  of  the  charges  gainst  John 
F.  Smyth,  before  the  Senate,  in  1877,  Mr.  Hale  ap- 
peared as  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  people.  This 
case  began  March  7,  ami  continut><l  several  weeks. 
Its  proceedings  occupy  about   550  jiajjes.  .Mr. 
Smyth  wa.s  Superintendent  of  the  Insurance  De- 
partment, and  was  tried  before  the  Senate  for  de- 
liberately and  wantonly  violating  the  law  known  1 
as  chapter  593  of  the  laws  of  1873.  Mr.  Hale  | 
appeared,  as  we  have  siid,  for  the  people  ;  his  | 
closing  argument,  or  snininini,'  up,  was  an  effort 
of  extraordinary  ability  learning.     It  was 

listened  to  with  profound  interest,  and  gained  for 
hs  aathor  the  approbation  of  the  pobUc.  Smyth 
was  aciiuitted  of  the  charge  against  him  by  the 
Senate  by  a  vote  of  nineteen  to  twelve. 

'I'he  argument  of  .Mr.  Hale  in  the  case  of  the 
Supervisors  0/  ihc  County  0/  Albany,  plaintiffs  in 
error,  vs.  Fihmrd  N.  Stanley,  in  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  largely  increased  his  reputation  as 
a  lawyer  before  the  Court  in  Jlanc. 

It  is  iiri]io^>il>K- to  re.id  .Mr.  H,ili.-'s  arf^niment  in 
this  case  without  being  impressed  with  the  jireci-sion 
and  clearness  with  which  he  presented  the  real 
points  in  mai^  or,  to  use  the  language  of  .Mr.  Jus- 
rice  Miller  to  Mr.  Hale  daring  the  argument,  "  the 
manner  in  which  he  came  to  the  ver\-  marrow  of 
the  case.  '  He  conducted  the  argument  with  the 
calm  confidence  of  one  who  felt  that  he  could  rely 
upon  himself  in  any  emeigenqr.  When  replying'to 
tne  antfaorities  brought  his  antagoniatSt  he  ex- 
hibited great  skill  and  the  nicest  discrimination, 
destroying  in  a  few  wor<ls  their  position. 

In  1884  Mr.  Male  was  .ippointed  one  nf  the  Com- 
missioners of  Aiii)raisemenl  of  the  lands  proposed 
to  be  taken  for  a  Park,  or  State  Reservation,  at 
Niagara  Falls,  and  wrote  the  opinion  of  the  Com- 
mimioners  in  the  case. 

Like  most  lawyers,  Mr.  Hale  ha.s  partici])ated  to  ; 
some  extent  in  the  politics  of  his  times.  He  early  i 
gave  his  political  allegiance  to  the  Republican  I 
par^,  but  always  maintained  that  independence  of  ''■ 
thongfat  and  action  through  which  he  exerted  his  | 
hones',  (  n'niitirns  in  reg.ird  to  men  and  party 
measuro,  never  permitting  his  conscience  to  be  j 
governed  by  party  suprem.K  V.  He  supjiurted  all 
the  Republican  candidates  for  President,  excepting  1 
Mr.  Blaine. 

On  Octobers,  1S84,  Mr.  Hale  addressed  a  let- 
ter  to  Grange  Sard,  Esip,  w  hich  was  read  at  a  njass  | 
meeting  in  .Mlany,  on  t!ia:  day,  giving  in  an  able, 
thoughtful  and  scholarly  manner  his  reason  for 
supporting  Mr.  Gevdand  instead  of  Blaine.  ' '  For 
mysdChe  said  among  other  tbingi^  "after  long  j 


ddiberation,  and  with  great  reluctance,  I  Iiave 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  Mr.  Blaine  is  un- 
worthy of  support  With  great  reluctance,  because, 
having  given  my  first  vote  at  the  Presidential  elec- 
tion for  Gen.  Fremont  in  1856,  and  having  vote<l 
for  every  Republican  candidate  for  tfiat  great  oflice 
since,  I  would  much  prefer  to  cootinae  to  support 
the  party  tuv  first  choice;  because  I  Aoronghly 
appreciate  the  traits  which  make  Mr.  Blaine  so  at- 
tractive and  agreealilc  to  thosi-  who  know  him 
socially;  bcxause,  from  education,  from  association, 
from  conviction,  and,  perhaps,  somewhat  from 
prefttdice,  I  am  not  an  admirer  of  the  Democratic 
party. "  He  then  gives  the  reasons  for  refitf iqg  to 
support  Mr.  Blaine. 

It  is  not  our  province  to  analyze  those  reasons; 
liui  it  is  proper  for  us  to  say  that  they  bear  the  im- 
press of  thoughtful  candor,  of  careful  consideration, 
and  a  thorough  knowledge  of  all  the  beanogs  and 
details  of  his  subject  His  letter  was  pubfished  in 
many  of  the  Democratic  and  Independent  journals 
throughout  the  nation,  and  was  a  valuable  cam- 
paign document  for  Mr.  Cleveland. 

hi  1880,  when  it  became  apparent  that  Gen. 
Gruit  was  to  be  urged  by  a  portion  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  f^.r  a  thinl-tcrm  nomination  for  Presi- 
dent, Mr.  Hale  was  one  ol  the  first  to  declare 
against  the  nomination.  On  January  3,  1880,  a 
very  large  meeting  ol  the  Republican  citizens  of 
.Mbany  convened  at  Martin  Hall,  in  that  city,  and, 
after  a  full  exchange  of  views  in  relation  to  the 
President  for  the  next  term,  it  was  unanimoiwly 
resolved  that  the  nomination  of  any  man  for  the 
third  term  for  the  Presidency  was  contrar\  to  the 
sjiirit  of  our  Federal  Union,  and  a  resolution  was 
adopted  to  form  a  club  opposed  to  anr  man  ftir  a 
third  term.  At  a  public  meeting  held  tn  the  same 
hall  on  januan,-  7.  188::.  the  committee  on  officers, 
apjiointed  at  a  previous  meeting,  reported  the  name 
of  Hon.  Matthew  Hale  as  president  of  the  club. 
On  receiving  notice  of  this  appointment,  Mr.  Hale 
signified  his  acceptance  in  a  letter  in  which  his 
views  of  the  third  term  question  were  forcibly  and 
eloquently  set  forth.  On  Monday  evening,  April 
26,  Mr.  Hale  delivered  a  le<  Hire  on  the  OmJiliims 
and  Limiis  0/ Party  Ft  iilty,  in  Steinway  Hall,  in  the 
City  of  New  York.  The  significant  title  of  this 
lecture,  and  the  ability  of  the  lecturer,  drew  an  im- 
mense audience.  It  began  with  a  brief  history  of 
parties  in  .\inerica,  tracing  it  dt)wn  ti  >  the  <  )rigin  of  the 
Rcpublicau  party  and  to  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
then  considered  the  party  platform  since  the  war, 
taking  up  the  electoral  system  and  its  design,  as 
ex[)lained  by  Hamilton,  and  why  this  design  was 
not  fultilled.  He  then  reviewed  the  plan  of  Ben- 
ton and  Sumner:  the  abandonment  of  the  caucus 
system,  and  its  causes.  In  connection  with  this, 
lie  directed  the  attention  of  his  audience  to  the 
Presidential  election  of  1824,  in  which  Wm.  H. 
Crawford  wxs  nominated  for  President  by  the 
Democratic  caucus.  He  showed  that  prior  to 
this  time  (  'lln^'re^sil  .nal  caucuses  had  selected  the 
candidate  already  designated  by  popular  expecta- 
tion; but  in  1824  the  caucus  candidate  turned  out 
to  be  the  third  on  the  list.  Andrew  Jackson  and 
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Jolin  Q.  AiLinis  each  received  mure  electoral  votes 
tbaa  Crawlurd,  none  of  Uic  candidates  having  a 
iiu|oriQr,  and  tbe  dection  was  thrown  into  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and,  by  a  combination 
between  the  friends  of  John  Quincy  Adams  and 
Heiir)  Clay,  the  furtncr  ^v,i^  <1<  *  ted  President; 
the  first  and  only  ca!>c,  up  to  this  time,  in  which 
a  Ptesident  had  been  nominated  by  the  House  of 
Repraaentativcs.  Mr.  Hale  then  gave  the  origin 
of  the  National  Convention  system,  and  horn  ma- 
chines cnntnj]  these  cni,  r n-ii  v.s,  ind  ci 'nsidered 
how  resistance  to  these  niaLhinty^  IniLamea  diit\,  to 
suppress  party  desjwtism.  We  have  only  time  to 
glance  at  this  important  party  document,  so  poten- 
tial in  arousing  wot  independent  spirit  in  politics, 
which  it  is  believed  will  eventually  result  in  the 
overthrow  of  that  despotic  party  leadership,  the 
bane  of  our  political  institutions. 

Though  Mr.  Hale  has  never,  in  any  sense, 
sought  office  yet  he  has  cunsenteii  in  two  instances 
to  MOqit  tbe  nomination  for  honorable  official  {k>- 
sitions.  He  was  elected  a  deletrate  to  the  Consti- 
tutional Convention  which  assembled  at  Albany 
June  4,  1867,  and  adjourned  sine  Jie  Februarv  28, 
1868;  bat  an  Bdjoumment  from  September  24  to 
Novonbcr  is,  1X67,  had  been  agreed  to  by  the 
convention. 

Mr.  H.\Ie  represented  the  Sixteenth  Senatorial  Dis- 
trict. His  high  rank  as  a  lawyer,  and  his  scholarly 
attainments  and  practical  oratorical  powers,  gave 
him  a  high  position  in  that  convention.  He  was 
on  the  Judiciary  Committee,  of  which  Hon.  Chas. 
J.  Folger  was  chairman.  The  other  members 
were:  Wm.  M.  K\-arts,  ("has.  Andrews — now  of  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  .\masa  J.  Parker,  Fr.mtis  Ker- 
nan,  George  K.  Corostock,  and  other  distinguished 
lawyen.  It  is  a  signiiicant  &ct  that  Mr.  Hale  was 
put  in  neminatioo  as  a  ddegate  to  tbe  convention 
jby  both  political  parties.  In  November,  1867,  be 
was  elected  to  the  State  Senate,  serving  in  1868  t). 
Here  again,  in  the  Senate,  Mr.  Hale's  abilities  were 
liberally  recognized.  Thuugb  he  did  not  often 
daim  the  attention  of  die  Senate  as  a  speaker, 
when  be  did,  he  was  listened  to  with  profbnnd  at- 
tention, and  his  speeches  were  always  considered 
weighty  and  coy:ent  lie  was  a  member  of  the  lu- 
diciary  Committee.  I'he  M'vere  and  constant  la- 
bors of  Mr.  Hale,  as  a  member  of  this  committee, 
have  left  their  impiesi  npon  the  record  of  its  pro- 
ceedings. 

After  his  removal  to  Albany,  Mr.  Hale,  in  1871, 
received  the  nomination  of  the  Republicans  for  the 
Assembly,  but  declined  to  accept  it.  In  18S3  he 
received  the  Republican  nomination  for  Justice  of 
tbe  Sapreme  Court  in  the  Third  Judicial  District, 
but  was  deleated  by  Hon.  Rnfis  W.  Ftekhain, 
though  he  was  far  ahead  of  his  ticket  in  this  strong 
Democratic  district, 

Mr.  Hale's  ability  as  a  writer  is  generally  ac- 
knowledged; he  always  throws  a  strong  Ught  upon 
his  subject,  and  never  loses  sight  oT  the  substance 
of  it  in  the  style.  Though  he  sehlom  indulges  in 
flights  of  fancy,  or  excursions  of  the  imagination, 
111-  isMiics  the  two  extremes  of  retinement  and 
sueu^tii.    We  liave  already  alluded  to  some  of  liis 


written  productions.  A  paper,  SItbmittcd  by  him 
to  the  State  liar  Association,  at  its  annual  meeting, 
Nowmber  16,  18  So,  on /U^a/ am/  Erroneous  Tax- 
aiion  ami  Us  RemtJies,  was  read  with  marked  in- 
terest throughout  the  State  In  considering  this 
important  subitet,  he  li.ii*  examined  with  the 
most  critical  care  all  the  cases  adjudicated  in 
our  courts — and  there  are  \'eiy  many  touching  the 

Siestion  of  taxation  and  of  aaseasmenia.  It  is^ 
erefbre,  full  of  instruction,  not  only  to  the  lawyer 
and  bvman.  but  of  j^reat  value  to  town  officers, 
especially  assessors,  sM|)ervisors  and  colloctor.s. 
Perhaps  no  matter  li;is  been  brought  before  the  Bar 
Association  more  interesting  or  more  proiiuble 
than  this  paper. 

In  April,  t88o,  there  .TppMre<!  in  the  Xtilional 
Qmirlt-rly  ^<77c;(' a  very  elab. >rati-Iy  written  article 
•  ■n  the  third-term  ((uestioii  lioni  the  pen  of  Mr. 
Hale.  We  have  alluded  to  some  of  his  other 
efforts  on  diis  question,  but  the  article  now 
under  oonsideiation  was  a  fiu:  more  exhaust- 
ive review  of  the  whole  case  than  any  of 
the  productions  of  other  writers  on  this  subject 
Aside  from  the  beauty  of  its  diction,  the  persj)icuily 
and  erudition  of  his  reasoning  gave  the  article 
great  popularity,  and  added  laigeiy  to  tbe  numben 
of  those  who  opposed  die  third  Presidential  teruL 
There  is  that  about  it  which  ?;ves  it  jieri>etiiity, 
and  It  will  long  exist  a  powerlul  and  unanswerable 
argument  against  a  third  electioii  of  candidates  to 
tbe  Presidenlial  chair. 

Harpet*a  W«My  far  kpA\  4,  1885,  contains  a 
very  able  article  from  the  jn-n  of  Mr.  Hale,  entiUed 
"The  Lessons  of  the  Klections  of  1884,"  which 
has  been  rr.iil  '.silli  iii.iike;!  lll^e^e^t. 

Speaking  of  the  allegiance  of  the  peojile  to  party 
rule  and  discipline,  he  says:  "There  are  a  few  ol>> 
vious  lessons  taught  by  the  election  of  18S4— 
obvious,  but  still  liable  to  be  overlooked.  The 
first,  and  perhaps  the  most  important,  is,  that 
party  discipline  can  no  longer  be  relied  on  to  carry 
a  Presidential  election.  Men  have  ceased  to  re- 
gard the  support  of  party  nominations  as  a  sacred 
duty.  They  refiise  blindly  to  obey  the  dictates  of 
partv  conventions.  They  will  even  vote  for  the 
candidate  of  the  party  to  which  they  have  always 
been  opposed,  if  they  believe  the  gOOd  off  the 
country  will  t)e  thus  promoted." 

Mr.  Hale  proves  that  the  election  of  Mr.  Cleve- 
land in  1884  was  effected  by  men  who  were  really 
o|)poscd  to  the  Democradc  party,  believing  they 
could  best  serve  tbdr  country  bgr  voting  agunit 
their  parly. 

He  has  always  occupied  a  high  rank  as  a 
cidzen  of  Albany.  Few  are  more  ieq>ec(ed;  lew 
carry  into  society  more  of  those  attributes  which 

render  it  attractive  than  he.  lie  lias  been  for 
many  years  a  trustee  ot  the  Allmny  Saving's  Bank, 
one  of  the  oldest,  largest  and  most  conservative  of 
these  institutions  in  the  State.  He  lias  been,  from 
its  foundation,  one  of  the  trustees  of  the  Fort 
Orange  Club,  and  has  been  connected  with  various 
other  s<xial  and  charitable  organizations  in  .\lbany. 
As  a  convers,itionali.st  he  is  aKv.»\.->  iiiti -t:ng,  and 
knows  how  to  blend  instruction  with  deligbL 
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In  1856  he  M  as  married  to  Mtss  Ellen,  dtMgfater 
of  Hon.  A.  C  Hand;  but  after  demi  ytm  of 
married  bapfrinea  he  rafRned  a  deep  afliction  in 

her  de;ith.  In  1877  he  m.inicil  Mary,  (laiiRtiter  of 
Col.  Francis  L.  I^c,  o(  Boston,  Mass.  His  home 
is  one  of  refinement  and  taste — a  happy  retreat 
from  the  cares  and  turmoil  of  bis  prc^iton  and 
from  his  pnblic  dttticB. 

NATHANIKL  C.  MOAK. 

Mr.  MoAK  occupies  so  high  a  jiosiiion  at  the  Al- 
bany bar,  and  we  may  say  at  the  bar  of  the  State, 
that  their  history  without  hia  character  and  career 
would  be  wanting  in  much  that  woald  be  interest* 

ing  and  instructive. 

'f'tic  Hie  and  career  of  one  who,  hke  him,  lias 
liii  I  •  I  i  ll  n  (5f  a  scholar,  is  accomplished  in  the 
leamiog  ol  bis  profesaioo,  experienced  and  skillfal 
in  the  contetia  of  dw  Ibnin,  and  baa  seen  life  and  - 

human  nature  only  as  such  iawyi  rs  1:  nn  see  it,  Wist 
of  necessity  reveal  much  that  is  akin  to  the  romance 
of  real  life  reflected  ftomi  every  phase  of  human 

character. 

I'his  renders  the  work  of  sketching  his  life,  hi 
which  we  are  engaged,  we  trust,  one  of  interest 
and  of  instruction,  valuable  to  dl  the  dtiaena  of 
.-\1bany  and  Schfnartady  Counties  and  the  general 

public. 

Nathaniel  Cleveland  Mi>ak  was  born  at  ."^harim, 
N.  October  3,  1833.  His  lather,  Jacob  M. 
Moak,  was  a  descenouuit  of  the  Albany  County 

Moaks,  and  his  mother,  Amy  Cleveland,  was  a 
daughter  of  Henry  Cleveland,  a  descendant  of  ihc 
Clevelands,  of  Wobum,  Mass.  Jacob  Moak,  the 
fether  of  Nathaniel,  was  a  fermcr,  who  at  an  early 
period  of  bis  life  removed  to  Sharon,  and  followed 
his  occupation.  IJke  all  farmers  at  that  i  (imjiara- 
tively  c.iriy  period.  Iiis  means  were  too  luniieil  to 
give  his  .son  any  large  advantages  for  an  rducalion, 
tliough  the  mind  of  young  Moak  very  early  exhib- 
ited those  traits  which,  under  proper  instruction, 
develo])  into  the  accomplishments  of  the  scholar. 
Hajtpiiy  he  possessed  the  qualities  of  industry  and 
unwearied  perseverance  in  whatever  he  undertot»k. 
These  directed  to  overcoming  the  obstacles  in  his 
way  to  an  education  resulted  insucoess.  He  be- 
gan Ua  education  attending  the  common  schools ; 
when  old  enough  to  hibor  on  the  fenn  be  could 

only  attetid  scln  .0!  duriiitr  the  winter  months  ;  but 
every  leisure  moment  oiKincd  to  bim  the  treasures 
of  knowiei^  for  hooka  were  his  constant  compan- 
ions. 

In  1849,  at  the  sge  of  sixteen,  he  attended  two 

or  three  terms  at  the  Cherry  Valley  Academy, 
1,'aining  money  for  his  expenses  by  working  on  a 
lariu.  I'"riiin  1850  to  1S51  lie  attended  the  acade- 
my at  Cooperstown,  N.  V.,  the  principal  of  which 
was  John  Leach.  Ne\  er  was  there  a  more  ardent 
or  successful  student.  Yeiy  rapidly  he  trod  the 
paths  of  litemture  and  science.  While  a  student  at 
C»Ki[)erstown  .\ca<leni\  he  made  much  |)roficiency 
in  the  study  of  anatomy  and  physiology  in  the 
offic  e  of  Dr.  l  ox.  The  knowledge  be  attained  in 
these  brancbea  has  been  of  immense  advantage  to 


him  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  ;  it  laid  the 
foundation  for  his  remarkable  practical  knowledge 
of  m'edical  jurisprudence; 

Voung  Moak's  favorite  studies  were  mathemat- 
ics, the  sciences  and  the  English  classics  :  of  these 
through  life  he  has  been  a  close  and  critical  stu- 
deiiL  He  particularly  admired  the  healthy  hon- 
esty and  manliness  developed  in  their  style,  senti- 
ment and  philosopliy. 

In  the  winters  of  1851-2  and  1S52-3  he  taui^ht 
a  district  .school.  The  l>enefii  iic  d<  riveii  truni  this 
occupation  was  of  great  value  to  bim.  It  gave  bis 
mind  a  peculiar  (Bscipline ;  it  tai^t  him  the  art 
of  self  government,  and  the  government  of  others ; 
the  schcKjl-room  to  him  was  a  fountain  of  learning. 
In  teaching  others  he  taught  himself,  and  thus,  like 
many  sutesmen,  jurists,  divines  and  gifted  men  in 
all  the  avocations  of  life,  he  learned  from  his  ex- 
perience as  a  teacher  that  which  waa  of  inotimable 
value  to  him  in  after  life.  It  was  his  eariy  ambi- 
tion to  heconie  a  lawyer,  and  to  this  he  suhordi- 
nated  all  his  enerijy,  his  iuduslrv  and  his  study.  In 
the  autumn  of  1^53  he  hecame  a  student  in  the 
law  office  of  James  E.  Dewey,  of  Cbwty  Valley. 
He  coDunenced  his  studies  wiUi  eneigy,  atid  a  keen 
appreciation  and  V'\c  fif  the  .science  of  jurispru- 
dence. He  .soon  olitained  suflicient  knowledge  of 
the  l.iw  to  begin  practice  in  juM  ti  -'  <  ourts. 

It  W.IS  not  long  before  lie  became  a  cham- 
])ion  in  these  courts,  and  his  services  as  a  coun- 
selor in  them  were  aonght  for  fer  and  near.  He 
frequently  met  lawyeta  of  ability  and  standing,  al- 
though these  courta  were  Aen,  as  thev  ire  now,  a 
practicing  school  for  young  lawyers,  legal  skir- 
misli  grounds  for  older  ones.  Here  }'Oung  Moak 
met  every  variety  of  mind  and  ability ;  here  he 
learned  to  grapple  with  the  sharp  and  <M)tuse  ques- 
tions of  law  which  often  occur  in  these  Courts  : 
here  he  practiced  the  rules  of  evidence,  and  learned 
to  examine  an<l  cross  examine  witnesses,  I  hus 
he  aciiuircd  that  conrtdence  in  himself  so  necessary 
in  a  young  lawyer. 

He  continued  his  studies  and  his  practice  in  jus- 
tices'courts  till  January,  185^,  when  he  was  called 
to  the  Bar.  He  remained  in  the  oftiie  of  .Mr. 
Dewey  until  Novctnbcr  i,  1H59,  when  he  became 
die  faiw  partner  of  Judge  F.dwin  Countr}'man,  then 
an  eminent  member  of  the  Otsego  Bar,  residing  at 
Cherry  Valley,  and  now  a  leading  member  of  the 
Albanv  Bar,  in  partnertfaip  with  Hon.  Amasa  J. 

Parker 

Mr.  Moak  continued  in  partnership  with  Judge 
Countryman  until  January,  1862,  when  the  latter 
removed  to  Cooperrtown.    Mr.  Moak  then  formed 

a  partnership  with  Kdwin  Clark,  with  whom  he 
continued  till  .'September,  1865.  The  Rebellion 
was,  durini;  that  ])eriod,  at  its  height.  Mr.  Moak 
entered  lieart  and  soul  mto  the  cause  of  the  I  nion, 
while  Mr.  Clark  was  equally  patriotic.  As  it  was 
hardly  possible  for  both  paitnm  to  enter  the  Union 
army,  they  entered  into  an  agreement  that  one  of 
them  should  do  so:  th  at  the  r.ther  should  remain 
at  home  and  pay  to  the  laniily  ol  the  absent  partner 
bis  share  of  the  iirm's  earnings;  that  the  partnership 
should  not  be  dissolved.    Both  membeni  were 
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eqaally  willing  to  go,  Imt  which  should  be  the  one  ? 
This  imjioriaiit  qucsiioti  they  decided  to  settle  by 
casting  lots,  and  the  duty  of  becoming  a  soldier 
fell  upon  Mr.  Clark.  They  immediately  proceeded 
to  raise  0>mpany  O,  of  ftie  isist  N.  Y.  Va.  Mr. 
Clark  wa-*  iiiii!!.'  (  .i[>tain,  and  moved  t"  tlie  front. 

yiz.  M(i  ik  rLni.iiiai-i  anil  t<insL-ientiuu?,ly  carried 
out  llic  aLM    III  ;it  with  Captain  Clark. 

Ill  the  autumn  of  Mr,  Moak  removed  to 

Oncunta,  N.  V.,  opened  an  office,  and  began  there 
the  practice  of  his  profession  under  very  favorable 
drcnmstanccs.  In  the  fall  of  1867  he  was  invited  to 
and  became  a  menilu'r  of  the  firm  of  Smith  it  Ban- 
croft, comi>osod  o(  t!ic  late  Hcnr)-  Smith  and  the 
late  Le  Grand  Bancroft.  The  new  firm  was  known 
tt  Smith,  Bancroft  dc  Moak. 

In  January,  1880,  Mr.  Bancroft  died  Mr. 
Clias.  J.  Buclianau  had,  a  short  time  previnus  to 
the  dealii  of  iMr.  Bancroft,  becume  a  member  of 
the  firm,  and  it  was  now  known  as  Smith,  Moak 
&  Buchanan.  This  became  one  of  the  most  con- 
spicuous law  iirms  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State. 
Mr.  Smith  died  December  i,  18S4. 

Albany  opened  an  apjiropriate  field  for  the  exer- 
ci.se  of  Mr.  Mouk's  talents,  and  he  naturally  t'.Kik 
a  high  |)osition  at  its  Bar.  Retainers  of  great  im- 
porunce  and  inicrc>>t  rapidly  came  to  him.  The 
trial  of  many  of  the  important  cases  of  the  firm 
(el!  to  him,  and  were  conducted  with  great  ability, 
learning  and  success,  whether  coiulucied  at  the 
Circuit  or  in  the  Court  in  Banc.  He  was  retained 
by  Mr.  Ramsey  in  his  f,  u  i>  'Susquehanna  war"' 
with  Gould  and  Fisk.  Tlii:>  was  an  historic  litiga- 
tion, and  the  scene  of  die  contest  was  shifted  to 
Rochester,  on  which  battle  ground  It  measurably 

terminated. 

In  November,  1S71,  Mr.  Miuk  was  tletted  Dis- 
trict Attorney  of  Albany  County,  and  entered  ujwn 
his  duties  January  i,  1872.  The  manner  in  which 
be  admini-stered  the  duties  of  this  highly  respon- 
sible office  largely  increased  his  reputation.  Bril- 
liant, learned  and  successful  as  were  his  predeces- 
sors, he  last  nothing  when  compared  with  them. 

It  was  during  his  administration  that  the  trial  of 
the  celebrated  case  of  The  PvMt  vs.  JMi>ensteia 
took  place,  and  of  course  Mr.  Afoak  conducted 
the  prosecution. 

The  crime  wa.s  inovt  appalling.  Tlie  circum- 
stances connecting  I-oweiistcin  with  it  were  at  first 
remote  and  doubtful,  but,  by  a  singular  and  ad- 
mirable process  of  synthesis,  Mr.  Moak  so  com- 
bined them  tliat  the  product  was  an  inevitable  con- 
clusion  of  the  prisoner's  guilt. 

His  ,ir;:uiiient  lo  the  jury  was  confesscilly  a  very 
able  and  .succe^-^m'.  ettort  He  made  no  attempt 
at  high-wrout^hi  cioqiK.ncc;  he  invested  his  argu- 
ment with  no  lar-feiched  decorations  of  elocution; 
its  strength  was  its  profiindity,  comprehensiveness 
and  ingenuity.  It  was  enriched  in  laiiLjii.agc  ]>leas- 
ing  and  significant,  and  it  conijileicly  overthrew 
the  hjlJOthesis  (if  the  defense,  founded  on  the  sin- 
gular circumstances  of  the  case.  It  is  one  which 
the  practitioner  and  the  student  read  with  pleasure 
and  profit.  Itisriilih  iM-  tl  !■ .!  w ijb  ([uotatioiis 
from  legal  auUioritics,  bolh  huropeanund  .Viuurican, 


and  exhibits  immense  n  a  !ing  and  cl>sr  analytic 
n  se.ir*  li.    T-owciistein  \s  as  convicted  and  executed. 

AtiioKL;  other  iiu|iortaiit  cases  which  he  con- 
ducted was  that  of  The  People  >'s.  Chtne  and  others 
(the  Modocs),  and  The  Peo^e  vs.  Phelps,  for  plon- 
dering  the  State  treasury. 

His  term  expiring,  Im  was  ap])oin'.ed  by  Gov. 
Di.x  as  s]ieci.il  louii-e;  in  ttiL'  Plieljis  ca.ses.  .Ml  the 
convictions  were  aUirnied  in  the  Court  of  .\[)pK-als. 

As  an  instance  of  his  persistence  and  untiring  in- 
dustry may  be  menticmed  the  case  of  Frank  R. 
Sherwin,  the  broker  through  whom  Phelps  dis- 
]>osi(!  of  tlie  Sute  drafts.  Sherwin,  having  been 
subpienaed  as  a  witness  on  the  Phelps  trials,  a  few 
days  before  their  commencement,  went  to  Europe 
and  failed  to  appear.  Mr.  Moak  had  him  indicted 
in  1874  for  criminal  contempt ;  watched  for  him 
until  he  came  to  New  York  City  in  1882;  caused 
his  arre>t.  voluntarily,  and  without  compens-ition; 
followeil  his  case,  on  /i,i/>i;is  corpus,  lo  the  Court  of 
Appeals;  afterward  tried  and  convicted  him  on 
three  indictments,  for  which  he  was  sentenced  to 
the  Albany  Penitentiary  for  two  years  and  to  pay  a 
fine  of  five  hundred  dollars,  and  followed  the  coo- 
victions,  on  appeal  of  Sherwin,  to  the  Court  of 

Appeals. 

.After  retiring  from  the  office  of  District  .Attorney 
he  confined  himself  mostly  to  civil  cases,  though 
occasionally  he  accepted  retainers  in  important 

criminal  cases. 

In  liHjS  he  conducted  the  prosecuticm  of  one  of 
the  most  important  and  singular  c.ises  in  legal  his- 
tory— the  case  of  The  People  vs.  Jesse  BiOrngs, 
Jr.,  indicted  fer  shooting  his  wife.  This  crime 
was  committed  at  Northumberland,  Sar.itoga 
County,  <m  the  5th  of  June,  i^ijS,  at  al>out  eight 
(I'clock  in  the  evening.  The  trial  n  inmunced  at 
lialston  Spa  early  in  .September,  1S78,  and  con- 
cluded on  the  evening  of  October  13. 

]Mr.  Moak  began  his  address  to  the  jury  Oc- 
tober 7,  and  closed  it  on  the  iith.  Here  Mr. 
.Moak  again  exhibited  his  rare  ac 1 1  impli^liments  as 
an  advocate.  1  lis  argument  is  tjclurc  us  as  we  writ^ 
and  we  write  after  a  close  and  thorough  examina* 
tion  of  it  On  our  table  are  the  arguments  of  sev- 
eral great  advocates  in  great  criminal  cases,  with 
wliiih  we  have  carefully  compare  !  that  of  Mr. 
.Moak,  and  we  do  iiut  hesi;ale  to  s.n  ibal  it  com- 
pares favorably  with  that  ol  the  aliU'  -;  utiequaled 
argument  of  Ogden  Iloifman  in  tlie  case  of  The 
People  vs.  RMnsom,  Htt  argument  occupied  four 
days,  in  which  a  vast  number  of  circumstances  and 
a  large  amount  of  precedent  were  examined,  and 
yet  from  its  commencement  to  its  close  compelled 
the  clo!»cst  attention  of  the  Court,  jurors,  and  a 
vast  audience.  The  trial  lasted  six  weeks.  The 
jury  did  not  agree,  and  on  the  second  trial  Billings 
vna  acquitted  on  prrounds  difficult  to  be  ttada>- 
stoo.!.  {,,\  Vix.  Mo.ak's  conduct  of  the  case  left  Uttle 
doiibl  in  the  [>ublic  mind  of  Billings'  guilt. 

Mr.  Moak  has  done  a  large  amount  of  intellect- 
ual labor  outside  of  his  profession.  "In  1869," 
says  a  writer,  "he  e<Kied  Qarke's  Chancery  JRe* 
/'M/ A.  ( .  .iiiributing  elaborate  notes.  Speaking  of 
this  c'diiiou  of  llic:>c  reports,  the  Messrs.  .\bbott 
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mj,  in  the  preface  to  their  tlii:cst :  '  Much  addi- 
tiooal  value  ba£  been  given  to  the  collection  in  a 
new  edition  hy  N.  C.  Moek,  of  Albany,  mho  has 
enriched  nearly  all  the  cases  with  instructive  notes, 
which  brinpr  together  concisely  the  result  of  much 
researcli  aiul  experience.' 

"Mr.  Wait,  in  the  preface  to  his  digest,  says: 
*A  new  edition,  edited  by  Nathaniel  C.  Moak, 
Esq.,  appeared  in  1869.  Air.  Moak's  notes  are 
vtxy  clear,  accurate  and  valuable,  and  give  evidence 
of  great  leamin<j  and  experience; 

"In  1S73  >Ir.  Moak  edited  r,i>i  S.in/-ui>nJ's 
Plta^Kgs,  brint^iii]^'  the  work  dnwn  Uiat  time, 
donbU^  its  matter  and  adding  largely  to  it^  value. 
It  has  remained  the  standard  upon  pleading  in  New 
York  and  several  other  States  which  have  adopted 
its  Code. 

"In  1S72  hclietian  the  rejiulilicati'in  of  the  cur- 
rent English  cases,  under  the  title  oiJinglish  Reports, 
with  daborate  notes  Thiriy-fivc  volumes  have 
been  published,  circulating  in  all  States  of  the 
Union,  and  gi\-ing  him  a  national  reputation  as  an 
excellent  and  learned  lawyer.  In  18S1  he  pub- 
lished an  edition  of  Utuierhdl  on  Torl<t,  ^'rcatly  en- 
laiiged.  Mr.  Moak  seems  to  'revel  in  work,'  hav- 
ing abo^  in  addition,  gratuitously  prepared  a  set  of 
legal  (brms  for  nse  by  the  profession,  and  a  cats^ 
Ingue  of  hw  b<  >nk<--   iilinosta  tegal  UbliQgnphj — 

for  j^TAtiKii 'US  eireuhition. 

"Mr.  -M'  ik  never  forgets  his  own  early  struggles, 
and  no  lawyer  in  the  State  is  more  ready  and  will- 
ing to  IreelT  aid  yoong  lawTen  in  the  conduct  of 
tiieir  cases. 

Listening  to  the  legal  arguments  of  Mr.  Moak, 
one  is  impressed  with  the  opulence  of  his  mind 
and  the  evidence  of  his  research.  To  use  his  own 
lango^g^  in  a  celebrated  case^  "a  lawyer  one  day 
majr  be  engaged  in  a  case  involinng  the  laws  of 
steam  or  electricity ;  tiie  next  in  a  case  of  mal- 
practice, involvin.tr  the  anatomy  of  the  human  sp- 
tem  ;  the  next  in  a  ca.se  in  which  knowK-d^-e  of 
toxicology  is  required  ;  or  one  itivi  .Ivin^'  the  con- 
sideration of  some  Uterar>-  or  scicutilic  production." 
Ctartsinly  these  have  many  times  entered  into  cases 
conducted  by  him,  in  each  of  which  he  exhibits  a 
fiimillar  and  practical  knowledge.  Of  course,  sucli 
a  man  re(|uires  a  large  amount  of  varied  intellectual 
aliment ;  this  he  derives  from  one  of  the  largest  and 
best  selected  private  libraries  in  the  State,  both 
legal  and  misoellaneoos. 

His  law  library  contalaft  all  Ae  American, 
English,  Irivh,  Canadian  aPOd  odMT  nportS,  tnd  is 
one  of  the  n»ost  valuable  in  the  Union.  His  miscel- 
laneous library  numbers  some  5,cxx3  volumes,  carc- 
fulljr  selected,  of  great  value  and  practical  utility. 

Few  men  possess  a  more  dnste  and  appreciative 
literary  taste  than  Mr.  Moak  ;  this  he  exhibits  in 
his  wrilien  productions,  in  his  sjteeche.s,  and  in  his 
conversation. 

A  strong  friend&hip  existed  I  between  Mr.  Moak 
and  Gov.  Dix.  Perhaps  no  man  had  a  more  thor- 
ough appreciation  of  Gen.  Dix's  Uteraiy  accom- 
plishments than  Mr.  Moak.  Among  the  works  of 
the  former  was  his  translation  of  Dies  Irj;  and  that 
of  Siaiat  AfaJer,    Though  they  were  privately 


printed,  they  Ibnnd  their  w.ay  into  Judge  Nott's 
"  .'vjven  HjTnns  of  the  Mediaeval  Church  "  and 
other  kindred  publicationa.  A  pan  of  Dks,  the  first 
translation  thereof,  appeared  in  Bayard  Ta}'lor's 
"  Faust,"  whereupon  Mr.  Moak,  in  a  happily 
worded  letter,  congratulated  the  Gctvcrnor  upini  his 
name  being  so  favorably  mentioned,  in  such  a  great 
work,  and  by  such  an  accomplished  scholar.  In 
reply.  Gen.  Dix  wrote  Mr.  Moak  an  elegant  letter, 
descriptive  of  the  drcnmstanees  attending  the  trans- 
lation to  which  we  have  referred.  This  letter,  full 
of  instruction  and  interest,  is  found  on  pages  2.35- 
34,  vol.  2,  of  the Life  of  Gen.  Dtx,'*  byhis  son, 
Rev.  Dr.  Morgan  Dix. 

"The  first  translation,"  says  the  letter,  "was 
made  during  our  Civil  War,  while  I  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  department  of  \'irjrinia,  and  when  I 
hatl  many  weighty  maiu  rs  (.  1  divert  my  time  and 
thoughts  from  literar)'  otcuiiation.  Although  it 
had  been  much  commended,  I  was  never  satisfied 
with  it,  and  a  few  months  ago  I  niinted  it  privately, 
and  now  I  send  you  a  revised  rendering  of  tfiat 
immortal  hymn.  The  translation  of  .S/.r';:/  .TfiAr 
was  made  w  hile  I  was  Minister  to  France.  Ii  was 
more  leisurely  prepared,  and  I  see  no  reason  to 
correct  it,  though  I  cannot  say  that  it  is  what  I 
dioald  wish  it  to  be.  The  status  of  the  Ibnner 
quoted  by  Bayard  Tsn-lor  is  a.s  follows : 

" '  thif  of  vtagomcc  without  morrow, 
BlMi  dall  mA  to  Smw  ud  ■MOV. 
As  (hia  niK  Mid  MW  «« tMKKDW.' 

"  It  is  tlsis  stanza  (the  first)  which  has  always 
proved  most  troublesome  to  translators,  and  it  is 
the  one  with  which  I  was  dissatisfied  more  than 
with  any  other  in  my  translation,  when  I  allowed  it 
to  go  to  the  press.  My  dissatisfttction  was  greatly 
increased  a  few  years  later  on  finding,  in  one  of 
Thackeray's  novels — I  do  not,  at  this  moment, 
recollect  which — a  passage  somewhat  like  this: 
'  When  a  man  is  cudgeling  his  brains  to  find  any 
other  rhymes  for  "sorrow*  than  "borrow"  and 
"morrow,'' he  is  nearer  the  end  of  his  woes  than  he 
imagines.'  1  felt  in.stinctively  tliat  any  one  familiar 
with  this  pa.ssage  would,  on  reading  my  translation, 
be  conscious  at  the  very  commencement,  of  a 
sense  the  ludicrous  altogether  incompatible  witii 
the  solemnity  of  the  subject.  *  *  • 

"  With  a  pleasant  remembrance  of  our  associa- 
tion in  Albany,  I  am,  dear  sir, 

"  Very  truly  youis, 

"  N.  C.  Moak,  Esq.  John  A.  Dix.". 

In  politics  Mr.  Monk  is  a  Democrat,  but  he  is 
in  no  Sense  aggressive  m  his  advocacy  of  his  prin- 
ciples, and,  th'  mgh  prominent  in  his  parly,  has 
never  sought  office,  or  been  an  active  poUtician, 
except  in  1879,  when  chairman  of  the  State  Com- 
mittee of  the  .\nti-Tililen  wing  of  the  party,  and  in 
1880,  as  a  delegate  of  that  wing  to  the  Cincinnati 
('onvention.  In  1884  he  was  a  warm  sujiporter  of 
Gov.  Cleveland  for  President,  taking  the  stump 
and  making  speeches  in  all  parts  of  the  State.  He 
was  one  of  the  most  interesting,  cogent  and  effect- 
ive speakers  of  that  hard-fooght  campaign,  doing 
\  e  jiiian  serrioe  in  the  cause  wnidi  he  so  ardently 
espoused. 
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SAMUEL  HAND. 

S&innu.  Hand  was  born,  May  i,  1834,  in  the 
Cbnntf  of  Essex,  in  the  State  of  New  ^'ork.  He 
is  a  son  of  the  Hon.  Augustus  C  Hand,  an  ex- 
justice  of  the  Sui)rcme  Court  for  ilie  Fourtli  Ju- 
dicial District  of  the  State,  who  was  elected,  June 
7,  1847,  at  <he  first  judicial  dfictioik  under  the 
ConsdtatioiD  of  1846. 

Among  fhe  dtsdngiiished  jurists  caHed  to  the 
Supreme  Court  with  Judge  Hand  at  thai  election 
in  that  district,  was  Hon.  Danic!  Cady,  Hon. 
AlonzoC.  Paige,  Hon.  Jolm  Wiliard.  Juti^'c  Hand 
also  represented  the  Fourth  Senatorial  District  of 
the  Bute  in  the  sixty-eighth,  sistj^nintfa  and  seven- 
ticth  senatorial  se--!^>ns. 

Samuel,  at  an  unusually  early  apic,  exinUitcd  a 
rcmarkalilL'  progress  in  study,  so  that  at  the  age 
of  fourteen  he  wa«  fully  prepared  for  coU^e. 
He  aoccHdingly  entered  Aiiddleburv  Gdk^  in 
Vomont,  but  at  the  end  of  his  sophomore  year, 
in  185 1,  he  was  transferred  to  Union  College,  from 
whence  lie  <;raduated  under  dicumstaacea gmtiiy^ 
ing  to  hi>  friends. 

He  imim  diately  entered  his  lather's  office  and 
OOmiaienccd  the  study  of  law.  Here  he  enjo)ed 
rare  advantages  for  attaining  his  lei^l  education; 
ad\'antages  of  uliich  lie  I'uIIy  availed  himself,  and 
he  went  to  his  examination  fur  admission  to  the 
iMurdioroughly  prepared  to  enter  upon  ^  brilliant 
career  which  lay  before  bim. 

In  May,  1854,  his  examination  and  call  to  the 
bar  took  place. 

After  practitins:  at  Klizabcthlown,  New  York, 
about  three  x  cars,  hi-  rcnnivcd  t"  .\lbany,  where  he 
formed  a  very  advantageous  partnership  with  the 
late  John  V.  L  Pruyn:  this  was  in  October, 
1859.  He  continued  a  partner  of  Mr.  Pru}-n 
until  1861,  when  he  became  a  member  of  that 
distiiii;uished  law  firm,  Cdi^\i;tr  fir"  Porler,  which, 
after  his  ct)nncction  with  it,  was  known  as  digger, 
Porter  6*  Hiutd. 

Few  Idgal  firms  have  ever  existed  in  the  Suue 
that  controlled  so  large  and  extended  business  as 

this.  Its  career  is  brilliantly  recorded  in  tlic  e.x- 
ceedinjrly  laige  number  of  cases  found  in  liie  Law 
Reports  of  the  State  and  in  tfaxiK  of  die  Federal 
Courts. 

In  January,  1865,  Mr.  Porter  ms  q>pointed  a 
Judge  of  the  Court  of  Appeals^  and  the  firm  was 
known  as  Cagger  fir*  H,>nd,  down  to  July  6, 
1868,  wht-n  the  sudden  and  intlaiicholy  death  of 
Mr.  Cagger  dissolved  it.  In  another  part  of  this 
worit  we  have  given  a  brief  biography  of  Mr. 
Osgger,  and  an  account  of  his  tragic  death,  which 
threw  a  gloom  not  only  over  the  city  of  Albany, 
l)Ut  over  the  whole  .'<late.  After  the  death  of  .Mr. 
Cagger,  Mr.  Hand  associated  himself  in  hu.siness 
wiUi  Hon.  Mathew  Hale  and  Nathan  Swartz.  The 
latter,  who  had  been  a  member  of  the  firm  of 
Cagger  k  Hand,  continued  in  the  new  firm, 
under  the  name  of  Hand,  Ifalf  Suwrlt.  Tliis 
firm  did  an  immense  business,  iis  the  records  of  the 
.State  Courts  show.  In  1873  Oiarlcs  S.  F.\irchild, 
subsequently  Attorney-General  of  the  State,  be-  1 


came  a  member  of  the  firm,  which  was  known 
as  &mdf  Hakt  Swarh  6*  FairchUdt  under  which 
title  it  continued  until  die  autumn  of  1875,  when 

Mr.  Fairchild  was  elected  .\ttrirney-Ceneral.  In 

1877  Mr.  .Swartz  reinnvtul  to  Colurado,  and  the 
firm  was  continued  under  the  name  of  Hand  (f 
HaU  until  1880,  since  which  time  Judge  Hand  has 
been  practicing  alone,  doing  an  extensive  bnriness 
as  a  counselor.  We  should  have  said  that  the 
partnership  of  Hand  it  H.ile  was  interrupted  in 
i^-j?>  by  the  appMiniinciii  of  Mr.  Hand  as  a  Judge 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in  liie  place  of  Hon.  Wm. 
V.  Allen,  who  died  June  3,  1S7S. 

Judge  Hand  carried  to  the  Ikncb  the  sante  un- 
wearied industry  that  distin^Hiished  him  at  die  Bar. 

His  wpinions  exh;l>it  the  extent  of  his  labor  ;  they 
are  \\riiteii  in  a  concise,  clear  and  dignified  style. 
Strong  and  logical,  comparing  in  every  sense  favor- 
ably with  those  of  his  learned  breduen  on  the 
Bench. 

He  was  appointed  June  10,  1S7S,  and  imme- 
diately took  nis  seat  on  the  Bench.  On  June  17, 
seven  days  after  taking  his  seat,  the  ca.se  i>{  Mott  rv 
vs.  Rosendait  was  argued.  Judge  Hand  wrote  the 
opinion  of  the  Court;  it  was  his  first  opinion. 
The  ca.se  was  decided  September  17,  1878  (74 
N.  Y.,  360). 

On  June  19,  187S,  the  case  of  Lavis  vs.  Sftif'urv 
was  argued  ;  Judge  Hand  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  Court  and  the  case  was  decided  Septonber  14* 

1878  (74  N.  Y.,  409). 

The  following  are  among  the  cases  in  whidi 

Judge  Hand  wmte  die  opinion  ..f  die  Court  :  7^ 
Peuple  0/ the  State  of  Ncio  }'ork  \  s.  'J'hr  Mutual  Gas 
Light  Com  fumy  0/  Brookhn  (74  N-  Y.,  434), 
Rend  vs.  The  City  0/  Buffalo  (74  N.  Y.,  463), 
Hnycs  vs.  Hawthorn  (74  N.  Y.,  487),  Bowery 
Ntitioruil  fhtnk  v.s.  Duryee  (74  N."  Y.,  491), 
inson  Cttv  of  Pouc;kkcvpsie  {-^  N.  Y.,  6s),  Can- 
field  T/i,:  lidUimurc  6-  Ohw  R.  R.  Co.  (75  N.  Y., 
144),  Bardinc  vs.  Stevenson  (75  N.  S'.,  164), 
Clafitin  vs.  Meyer  (75  N.  Y.,  260),  Slater  vs. 
MerriU  (75  N.  Y.,  368),  Miles  vs.  Loomis 
(75  N.  Y.,  »88),  Barr  vs.  Biningcr  (75  N.  Y., 
344),  Godfrey  v.  Godfrv  (75  .\.  Y.,  434)- 
The  last  case  decided  b\  hnn  w  ;is  McMu  liael 
KUmer  (76  N.  Y.,  36).  This  tase  was  argued 
December  13,  1878,  a  ^on  time  before  tlie  Judge 
left  the  Bench.  l^cuitiXlAmryyn.  Ike  Brooklyn 


City  R.  R.  was  argued  December  II,  187S,  Judge 
Haiul  writing  the  opinion  in  both  of  the  aliove 
cases  while  in  nlfite,  and  du  y  were  adojited  by  the 
Court  He  left  Uie  ik-nch  of  llic  Court  of  Appeals 
December  31,  1878,  and  very  soon  he  appeared  at 
its  Bar  ana  argued  the  important  case  of  WtBs- 
borough  vs.  7%e  Xm  Fork  6f  Gmada  R.  R.  Co. 
(reported  in  76  N.  Y.,  182).  From  di.it  time  to 
the  present  his  pmctice  has  been  largely  confined 
to  the  t.  ourt  of  Last  Resort. 

When  Judge  Hand  left  die  Bench  he  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Hoa  Geo.  F.  Danforth.  He  returned 
to  the  practice  of  his  profession  with  a  large 
business  in  the  Court  of  .\ppeals.  His  busi- 
ness h;is  so  rapidly  increaseil  that  since  1870 
be  commands  a  practice  not  excelled  by  any 


Digitized  by  Google 


180 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTF  OF  ALBANY. 


lawyer  in  the  Sutc.  In  the  aigmnent  of  cases 
his  exposition  of  the  precedents  upon  vhich  he 
relies,  or  which  are  cited  by  his  opponents,  are 
always  full,  and  if  octa--iMii  rciiuiri  -,  voiy  minute; 
he  develops  with  care  and  jireti.sinn  the  princii'les 
on  which  they  tarn,  distinguishes  ihem  fi  111! 
analogous  or  conflicting  decisions,  and  as  his 
purpose  requires,  either  presents  their  rcosonhif^ 
anil  tonclusiuns  in  a  tlcir  and  fliiniliar  lislit, 
or  forcibly  assails  them  with  the  \vi  a|)»ins  <A  K-arn- 
ingand  logic.  He  maintains  tliiuu>,'h()ul  tlie  argu- 
ment a  correct  and  attractive  diction,  and  always 
retains  the  attention  of  the  judges,  enabling,'  them 
to  see  the  real  chancier  of  the  case. 

The  following  arc  some  of  the  iin]>unant  ca:>cs 
in  wliich  Judge  Hand  has  taken  a  distinguished 
part : 

SusjUthafwa  Liligition  of  l86y,  '70  and  *^X\ 
Von  Wocrt  vs.  The  City  0/  Albany.  There  were 
thirty  of  these  cases,  all  of  them  \'itally  affecting 
the  interests  of  the  city.  The  qw)  zt  iirrwito  iiisi', 
between  Thacher  and  Judson,  rival  claimants  for 
the  office  of  Mayor  of  Allwny,  tried  in  1873. 
The  vnpeachmtni  in  1879  0/ John  F.  Smyih,  Super- 
intendent of  Insurance,  judge  Hand  conducted 
the  i)rosecution  of  this  case  for  the  Bcople  on  the 
rtiainer  of  (Jov.  Ri)l)iii-.« >n. 

'J'/n;  P,  '>^4c  vs.  Biul  ti,  action  brought  in  1876  by 
the  State  to  recover  about  $400,000.  This  case 
is  remembered  as  one  of  the  most  important  ever 
litigated  in  this  State.  It  was  conducted  by  Judge 
Hand  from  its  commencement  until  after  its  trial 
and  report  oftlic  Referees.  Tiicse  pcntlemen  were 
Judge  Euiuiott,  Jud^'e  Tappan  and  Isiaac  Lawson; 
they  made  a  report  in  fiivur  of  the  State  to  the 
amount  of  nearly  |40p,ooa 

Judge  Hand  was  counsel  for  the  Guial  Invest!' 

fating  Commission  of  (lov.  TiUhii  in  1875-6. 
n  1877  he  was  engaged  in  the  E/i'>i/cd  Railrihul 
Utigation,  as  counsel  for  the  Metrop<  ijitan  Railr<^>ad. 
In  this  case  the  constitutionality  of  the  Rafud 
Transit  act  was  passed  upon.  In  1884  he  was 
engaged  as  coun>i-I  in  the  , tx;n  Waltr  Mi:/cr 

suit,  l)elter  known  under  the  title  of vs.  7'/ie 
Jilttuir  0/  Xt-t  }'or k.  'I'lii-,  Iwi  mT  (_,c.es  nsight  be 
greatly  enlarged,  but,  as  we  have  said,  it  is  suffi- 
cient to  give  the  reader  an  insight  into  the  exten- 
sive practice  of  Judge  Hand. 

Judge  Hand  has  been  honored  with  several 
important  .ifTicia!  positions,  of  whicli  we  vli.ill  ^-.m^ 
some  account.  In  tlie  beginning  of  his  prolcssion- 
al  life,  he  became  attaclied  to  the  Democratic  party, 
to  which  he  has  ever  since  given  a  firm  and  con- 
iriderate  allegiance.  His  higii  professional  stand- 
iiii;  and  learniiiLr,  hi-  large  acquaintance  widi 
le.niiiig  lucii  I  if  the  ."^taie  and  Nation,  has  ranked 
tiini  .iiiii.ii-  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party. 
Had  not  A  luve  of  Lis  profession  and  professional 
ambidon  been  paramount  tc«  political  ambition, 
there  is  no  doubt  but  he  would  iiave  long  ago  occu- 
pied a  very  exalted  ofTicial  position,  f^>r  such  Im 
been  tendered  hini.  and  been  resj  eLtfully  declined. 

In  1S63  he  was  appointed  Corporation  Counsel 
of  Albany,  and  was  re-elected,  and  continued  in 
office  until  the  spring  of  iS66,  when  the  control 


of  the  city  government  pa--csed  into  the  hands  of 
the  Republicans.  Daring  his  administration  of 
this  office  tlie  city  paid  no  counsel  fee,  except  in 
'  >ni;  instance. 

He  was  appointed  reporter  of  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  Januar),  1869,  scr\'ing  till  March,  1872. 
The  six  volumes  of  his  reports  are  firom  40  to  45 
N.  Y.,  inclusive. 

In  \>^-2,  on  account  of  his  large  and  incre.xsing 
counsel  business,  he  was  c()ni[>elled  to  resign 
his  {wsition  as  reporter.  In  1S75  he  \\a.-.  aj'- 
pointcd  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  Third 
judidal  District,  hy  Gov.  Tilden,  but  declined. 
After  the  nomination  and  declension  of  Horatio 
Seyniour,  ;is  the  candidate  for  Governor  in  1876,  by 
the  Denu'cratK  ."^l.ite  ( Miivcruion,  it  was  the  wish  of 
Gov.  Tilden-  tiien  in  non  -nat' on  fi,r  President — 
tf»t  Judge  Hand  should  I  •  j  l  ued  on  the  Demo- 
cratic ticket  as  Governor  in  place  of  Mr.  Seymour. 
Accordingly,  at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Titden,  it  was 
agreed  I  y  the  leaders  of  the  party  to  jilace  him  in 
nomituition  at  an  adjeiumcil  convention  to  be  held. 
Though  everything  then  ]>ointcd  to  the  success  whidi 
crowned  the  Democratic  partjr  that  year,  Judge 
Hand,  lor  reasons  which  controlled  hhn,  reluc- 
tantly declined  tn  (  ei  nme  a  candidate  for  Governor. 
In  November,  iJ?75,  acc<trding  to  a  c(»ncurTent  res- 
oluii  'ii  of  the  Legislature,  Judge  Hand  w;is  .ip- 
pointcd  a  commissioner  to  devise  a  plan  for  the 
government  of  cities.  The  other  members  of  the 
commission  were  Mr.  Evarts,  Judge  Lott,  Edward 
Coo])er,  K.  L.  Godkin,  of  the  Nation,  Simon 
.Sterne.  James  C.  Carter,  Dr.  .\nderson,  of  the 
Rttchester  Universitj',  and  Hon.  Joshua  R.  Van 
Cott. 

On  June  25,  1884,  the  degree  of  LL.D.  was 
conferred  upxm  him  by  Union  Cbllege. 

Ilis  love  of  study,  xs  wc  ha\c  said,  was  one  of 
the  earliest  traits  of  character  which  he  developed. 
This  love  of  -study  has  strengthened  as  he  has 
advanced  in  life.  Though  the  study  of  his  profession 
has  been  intense,  yet  he  has  never  neglected  a 
judiei  nis  continuation  of  his  classical  studies.  His 
literar)  taste,  refined  and  elevateii  by  a  familiar 
acipiaintance  with  the  IjcsI  au'liors,  ancient  and 
modern,  renders  him  an  apprc-ciative  and  gener- 
ous critic,  a  pleasing  and  instructive  companion. 

In  1861  he  edited  notes  to  the  American  edi- 
tion of  "  rhilobiblon,"  written  by  Debury,  Bishop 
of  Durham,  antl  Chancellor  of  I'.d ward  HI.  This 
edition  is  a  carefully  revised  Latin  text,  and  trans- 
lation of  three  French  prefaces  of  M.  Cochcris,  a 
learned  French  writer  and  editor.  This  work  was 
]>ultlished  by  Joel  Munsell,  of  Albany. 

Jutl^'e  Hand  was  one  of  the  first  \'ire-Presidcnts 
of  the  New  York  .'^late  JJar  Assoi  nation,  and  was 
President  of  that  institution  in  its  third  and  fourth 
yean,  succeeding  Judge  Jolm  K.  Porter,  its  first 
President  At  the  annual  mcedng  of  the  Associa- 
tion, in  the  second  year  f>f  his  jiresidency,  Judge 
Hand  [Jteparcd  and  delivered  an  elaborate  and 
highly  popular  addres>. 

This  address  has  been  piililished  in  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Association,  aii<i  l.ii,-:e  i  ^rts  ii  it  m  the 
Albany  Lato  Journal  and  other  periodicals  and 
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joaroah.    He  Is  now  President  of  the  Od  Psi 

Alamnl  Associn'inn  of  Nurth'Tn  \cw  Yolk  and 

the  Mohawk  nrnl  lliiusi.u  kivcr  \'allc_vs. 

In  his  iloinc'stic  relations.  Ju(i^'L■  Unmi  is  hapjix, 
and  he  is  held  in  high  esteem,  not  only  by  the 
citizens  of  Albany,  among  whom  lie  has  long  been 
a  resident,  but  by  the  citizens  of  the  State  generally, 
with  whom  he  has  been  brought  in  intimate  rclntions. 

In  1863  he  w.is  united  in niarri.iL:i',  \>\  ilie  Rev. 
Dr.  John  Campbell,  to  Miss  I-cami  J,  daughter  of 
Billings  P.  Learned,  Esq.,  President  of  the  Union 
£ank,  and  a  niece  of  Judge  Wm.  L.  Learaed,  of' 
tfie  Supreme  Court."  ~ 

|udi;r  Hand  is  still  in  the  vii^or  of  his  manhood, 
at  tlic  head  of  his  jin.ilession,  with  a  ]arf;e  and  in- 
fluential and  oiuilent  clientage  ;  he  has,  therefore, 
many  years  of  usefulness  and  distinction  before 
him. 

LYMAN  TREMAlN. 

Lyman  Tremaiv.  an  hoinircd  name  in  the  history 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  was  the  son  of  Levi  and 
Mindwdl  Ttemain,  and  was  bom  at  Durham, 
Gfeene  Cbnntjr,  N.  Y.,  June  14,  1819.  "The 
ancestor  from  Kriiom  he  derives  his  Christian  name, 
and  who  was  the  progenitor  of  the  Lyman  family 
in  America,  came  among  the  first  colonists  to  Bos- 
ton in  1730.  Not  long  after  he  penetrated  the 
wilderness  to  the  westward  into  what  is  now  Con- 
necticut, and  became  one  or  the  founders  of 
Hartford."  Lyman  Tromain's  paternal  grandfather 
was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolution,  belonging  to  the 
('onneeticut  line,  and  participated  in  many  of  the 
battles  of  that  great  struggle  for  liber^. 

His  fikther  was  among  the  earliest  settlere  of  the 
County  of  Greene^— one  of  its  pioneers.  He  was  a 
fanner  and  an  extensive  business  man,  generally 
respCi  ted  for  souulI  sense,  intelligence  and  honor- 
able dealings  in  the  isoeiety  in  which  he  lived. 
With  his  otlier  qualities,  he  was  a  lover  of  books, 
reading  with  pleasure  and  profit  the  great  English 
and  American  authors.  To  his  father  young  Tre- 
main  was  indelitcd  l">r  that  dt'>ire  for  knowledge 
which  continued  lu  sh  and  warm  i.luwn  to  tlie  clos- 
ing scenes  of  his  lil'e. 

He  obtained  the  rudiments  of  bis  education  in 
the  best  school  of  his  natiTe  town,  vety  soon  mas- 
tering all  the  branches  taught  there,  and  then  look 
up  the  study  of  the  higher  branches,  which  he 
pursued  with  i  icat  energy  and  profit  w  iihoiit  an 
instnictor.  He  seems  to  have  pursued  a  judicious 
course  of  reading,  and  he  early  became  enamored 
with  the  classical  writers  of  the  old  Knglish  school, 
of  Milton  and  Dryden,  of  .Shakespeare  and  I'ojie. 
From  the  solid  sense,  beautiful  dii  lion  and  ima^'t  i  v 
of  these  writers  he  derive»l  that  almost  perfect  use 
of  language,  that  versatility  of  llioughl  and  ex- 
pression, which  subsequently  enlivened  his  legal 
arguments,  and  gave  such  attractions  to  his  written 
productions. 

It  W.1S  Kdmund  Burke  who  said  tliat  "without 
a  .system  of  self  culture  no  man  can  beccnne  accom- 
plished in  polemics." 

At  the  age  of  thirteen  young  TVemain  entered 
Kindeiiiook  Academy,  wfaeie,niiia«r  die  instmction 


of  a  distingnished  linguist,  he  pursued  for  two  and 

a  half  years  the  study  of  Greek  and  I.atin  and 
mathematics,  obtaining  an  excellent  practical  edu- 
caii'tn.  Leavirr.:  the  Academy,  he  entered  the 
law  office  of  John  O'Brien,  Esq.,  and  began  the 
study  of  law,  aiitcrward  c<.)mpleting  his  legal  educa- 
tion'with  Sherwood  &  Whiter  a  highly  t«q>eciable 
legal  firm  of  the  City  of  New  York. 

In  1840  he  was  admitted  to  practice,  and  imm^ 
diately  returned  to  Durham,  where  he  formed  a 
partnership  with  h&  former  preceptor,  Mr.  O'Brien. 
The  >  oung  lawyer  received  a  warm  wdoome  from 
the  people  of  his  native  town,  and  when  only 
twi  nty-two  years  of  age,  they  elected  him  Super- 
visor, although  he  was  a  Democrat  and  the  town 
was  decidedly  Whig  in  politics.  Alter  four  years' 
practice,  he  was,  in  1 844,  appointed  District  Attor- 
ney of  Greene  County.  Tne  Constitution  of  1846 
made  this  office  elective,  and  established  a  County 
Court  in  place  of  the  old  Court  of  Common  Pleas. 
At  the  first  judicial  election  under  the  new  Consti- 
tution Mr.  Tremain  was  elccte^l  County  Judije  and 
Surrogate  of  Greene  County.  He  was  then  at  the 
age  of  twenty-seven.  These  offices  he  held  three 
years,  discharging  their  duties  with  marked  ability. 
In  the  fall  oi  he  was  renominated  by  the 

Democrats  for  County  judge;  his  opponent  wiis 
Hon.  Alejcandcr  H.  Bailey,  subsequendy  a  State 
Senator.  The  contest  was  very  animated  and 
close,  and  the  result  donbtfbl,  and  depended  upon 
the  action  of  the  Board  of  Canvassers  as  to  whether 
a  certain  alleged  return  from  an  election  d:.■^tr;l  t  m 
the  Town  of  Catskill  should  be  rejected  lor  irregu- 
larities or  counted.  The  Board  rejected  the  return, 
awarding  the  certificate  to  Judge  Tremaio,  and  ad- 
journed sine  die.  Mr.  Bailey  contested  this  ques- 
tion by  the  usual  process  of  an  alternative  manda^ 
mus,  returnable  at  the  Genend  Term  for  the  Third 
Judicial  District. 

This  writ  required  the  Supervisors  to  show  cause 
why  they  should  not  meet  again  and  re-canvass  the 
votes.  After  elaborate  argument  the  General  Term 
refused  the  mandamus,  holding  that  the  adjourn- 
ment ol  the  Supervisors  t<Trniiiated  their  power  to 
re  convene  and  re-canvnss:  ih.u  the  remed\  or  Mr. 
Bailey  wa.s  to  be  sought  through  a  writ  of  jwo  war- 
rmh,  'Phis  left  Judge  Tremam  in  possesrion  of 
the  office.  But  such  was  his  keen  scnsibiliiy  he 
would  not  .accept  the  oliice,  where  there  existed  the 
least  doulit  ot  his  legal  election,  and  he  declined 
tlie  certificate  and  Mr.  Bailey  became  County 
Judge. 

In  the  meantime  his  practice  had  rapidly  in- 
creased, requiring  his  frequent  attendance  at  the 
Court  of  Ai>iieals  and  the  Gcncr.il  reiiu  at  .Albany. 

A  warm  fhendsliip  had  long  existed  between 
himself  and  tlie  late  Ju.lge  Rufus  W.  Peckham, 
which  resulted  in  Judge  Tremain's  removal  to  ' 
Albany  and  becoming  tlie  law  partner  of  Judge 
Peckham,  a  lelation  which  continued  till  i860, 
when  the  latter  was  elected  a  Justice  of  the  Su- 
preme Court. 

Mr.  Trctuain's  reputation  had  preceded  his  re- 
moval to  Albany,  and  at  once  gave  him  a  high 
rank  at  its  fiar. 
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L«>ns:  VM:n>rf  till-  iiiccliiig  of  llic  Dem«.K:ratic  State 
ConveniK  in  lie  wn^.  promiin-iitly  montii  iir-<1  as  a  can- 
didate for  Allonicy-Gcncral.  A  little  incident  oc- 
curred in  connection  with  the  subject  that  exhibits 
Judge  Tiemain's  high  sense  of  honor.  He  was  inviteii 
Djr  a  disttnguished  politician  to  attend  the  State 
Ck>nvention,  under  the  assurance  that  his  personal 
attendance  would  sec  ure  him  the  ollice  of  Attorney- 
General.  "I  should  like  the  nomination  for  At- 
tome}r-Geneial  very  much,  bat  it  woold  Io>e  all  its 
pleMures  were  I  to  go  to  Syiacuse  and  pen6iially 
seek  it"  He  did  not  go;  but  he  vaa  tbere  nom- 
inated b)'  acciamaticin,  and  at  the  ensaing  dcction 
he  was  elected,  serving  two  years. 

( )ne  of  the  important  cases  \sliich  he  conducted 
was  that  of  the  vs.  Mrs.  Harimuff  indicted 
for  the  murder  of  hor  hnabaiuL  Mr.  Trcsiain  at* 
sisted  the  Diatiict  Attorney  of  Albany  Coon^  at 

lliis  trial. 

Mr.  Trcniain  experienced  in  this  case  one  uf  the 
greatest  difiiculucs  of  an  advocate — that  of  trjing  a 
came  against  a  pieponeMing  woman. 

The  prisoner  was  a  young  and  handsome  wom- 
an, the  motive  for  her  crime  being  her  love  for 
another  man.  Her  niode-st  a()pcarance,  (juiet  de- 
meanor, her  youth  and  beauty,  created  the  strongest 
sympathy  for  her.  She  was  ably  defended,  bat  the 
proofs  of  her  guilt  were  strong,  and  |»esented 
to  the  juiy  by  Mr.  Tremain  in  such  a  convincing, 
able  and  exhaustive  manner  that  she  was  convicted. 
Her  case  was  removed  to  the  Supreme  Court, 
where  the  conviction  was  aflirmed.  An  appeal 
was  uken  to  the  Court  of  Appeals,  where  her 
conviction  was  again  affirmed.  In  both  diese 
tribunals  Mr.  Tremaui  conducted  the  aignment  ibr 
tlie  people. 

Anoilier  ver)  important  criminal  case  in  which 
he  assisted  the  District  Attorney  of  New  York 
County  occurred  while  he  was  Attorney-General — 
the  case  of  the  Italian,  Cancemi,  charged  with  the 
murder  of  a  police  officer  in  the  City  of  New  York. 

After  some  progress  in  the  trial,  the  prosecution 
learned  tliat  one  of  tiic  jurors  wa.s  corrupt.  The 
matter  was  finally  arranged  by  a  stipulation,  signed 
in  open  court  by  the  prisoner,  bis  counsel  and  the 
counsel  for  the  people,  providing  for  a  verdict  by 
the  remaining  eleven,  and  tliat  it  shoulil  be  the 
same  as  though  tried  by  the  twelve.  1  lie  trial 
proceeded  and  Cancctni  was  convicted;  where- 
upon, notwithstanding  their  solemn  agreement  in 
writing,  the  prisoner's  counsel  took  an  api^>eal  to 
the  (u  noral  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court,  siUeging, 
as  .i  ground  of  error,  that  this  stipulation  was  ille- 
gal and  void,  on  the  ground  that  the  prist>ner  or 
his  counsel  cannot  consent  to  a  trial  by  less  tlian 
the  number  of  twelve  jurors.  The  Court  held 
with  the  prisoner's  coimsel,  and  the  ooovktion  was 
set  aside 

In  1859,  as  Mr.  Treniain's  official  term  was 
drawing  to  a  close,  he  was  again  put  in  nomination 
by  the  Democrats  of  the  State,  I  mi  it  was  carried 
by  the  Republicansj  Hon.  Charles  G.  Myers,  his 
opponent,  was  dected.  While  Mr.  Tremain  was 
Attorney-General  he  had,  upon  the  request  of  the 
Senate,  given  to  tliat  body  an  elaborate  opinion 


coverin-  the  question  of  the  constitutionality  of 
repealing  the  act  for  the  Collection  of  Tolls,  com- 
ing to  the  conclusion  that  the  act  was  valid. 

His  successor,  by  request,  in  March,  i860,  sent 
a  commtinication  to  the  Legislature  that,  in  his 
opinion,  the  repealing  act  was  unconstitutional, 
and  he  brought  an  action  to  test  the  constitution- 
ality of  the  act,  ami  to  recover  liaek  tolls  from  the 
railrcjatl  company.  Mr.  Tremain  was  emjiloved  to 
defend  such  claim  as  senior  i  ouiisel.  (Jn  trial  at 
the  Qrcttit  a  non-suit  was  gnwied;  the  people  ap- 
pealed to  the  General  Term,  and  Ae  non-suit  was 
affirmed.  They  then  appt-aled  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  and  the  non-suit  w.is  again  aftlrmed.  This 
eniled  tiie  litigation.  Mr.  Treniain's  arguments 
were  masterly  vindications  of  the  power  of  the  L^- 
Uatutt  to  pesB  the  repealing  acts. 

This  was  exceedingly  gratifying  to  him,  as  Attor- 
ney-General Myers  had  stretiuously  held  to  the 
reverse  of  this.  Thus  he  stood  a  le.ider  in  his  pro- 
fession, tailing  part  in  the  most  important  cases  in 
the  State,  when  die  War  of  the  Rebellion  broke 
out 

We  have  seen  that  down  to  this  time  Mr. 

Tremain  w.is  a  Demi rat;  but  after  occupying  tlie 
position  in  opposition  to  civil  war  for  some  time, 
ne  became  convinced  that  it  was  the  duty  of  every 
patriotic  dtiien  to  use  every  exertion  to  sustain  the 
Government  in  the  Rebellion,  and  he  gradually 
gravitated  toward  the  Republican  party  as  the  Re- 
bellion increased  in  its  dangerous  proportions, 
and  when  the  only  ijnestions  at  issue  became  the 
approval  of  certain  of  the  acts  of  the  Administra- 
tion, and  their  probable  or  possible  effect,  not  only 
upon  the  war  itself  but  after  the  return  of  peace. 

He  was  charged  by  his  old  political  friends  with 
inconsistency  in  -eji, (rating  from  his  lile-long  po- 
litical trieinis  and  juiniug,  as  he  did,  the  Repub- 
lican parly;  but  he  fidt  compelled  to  this  by  a 
sense  of  duty  to  his  oountiy.  la  proof  of  bis  sin> 
ceritT,  he  gave  his  firat-bwn  son,  "his  beautiful 
antl  his  brave,"  a  mere  stripling,  to  the  service  of 
his  country;  but  he  parted  with  the  brilliant  youth, 
an<i,  alas  !  he  parted  with  him  forever. 

In  the  autumn  of  1862  be  was,  without  solicita- 
tion, nominated  for  Lieutenant-Governor,  with 
Gen.  Wadsworth  a.s  the  candidate  for  novemor, 
against  Horatio  Se\mour  and  David  F.  Jones, 
Democratic c.iin]ulale->  fordovetnoi  .itid  T .iriiteii.iiu- 
Governor.  The  Republican  ticket  was  defeated  by 
a  majority  of  about  lO^ooo. 

Mr. Tremain  now  returned  with  a  renewed  vig- 
or to  his  large  legal  practice,  not  forgetting, 
however,  to  use  his  influence  and  his  elo(|ucnce  in 
aiding  a  vigorous  prosecution  of  the  war.  About 
this  time  he  was  retained  in  the  &mous  legal  ten- 
der casea^  the  question  involving  the  oonstitutioii- 
ality  of  that  section  of  the  law  of  Congress  whidi 
gave  the  greenback  its  legal  tender  quality.  Hi*; 
argument  in  the  Court  of  Appeals  was  a  ]io\verful 
\iiidication  ot  that  clause.  The  constitutionality 
of  it  was  upheld  by  a  divided  vote,  and  thus  an 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
was  prevented,  and  greenbacks  as  legal  tenders 
were  made  lawful.    He  was  also  retained  to  defend 
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the  banks  upon  the  claims  made  to  tax  the 
•hares  in  national  banks  created  under  the  act  of 
Confess.  Mr.  Tremain  took  the  ground  that 
sucli  taxation  was  illegal,  but  thf  Court  of  Ap- 
peals held  against  him.  He  then  appealed  to  the 
United  Sutes  Supreme  Cow^  irfwra  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals  was  letetaed.  Thus  he 
continaed  in  one  of  the  most  distinguished  pro- 
fessional careers  in  the  State,  advocating  in  the 
meantime  the  vigorous  proscculicn  ol  the  war  to 
its  close  ;  but  just  prior  t  )  that  happy  e\ent  he 
sustained  a  terrible  affliction  in  the  loss  of  his  gal- 
luit  and  almost  idolised  ion,  CoL  Frederick  L. 
Tremdn,  who^  yonng  as  hewa%  only  about  t\ 
years  of  a^,  had  been  promoted  for  gallant  con- 
duct on  the  fit  l  i  tr>  the  rank  of  Lieutenant-Colonel 
in  the  lotli  Kin^iment  of  New  York  Ca>'alry,  and 
fell  at  -.ho  head  of  his  regiment  at  Hatdier'a  Rim, 
Va.,  February  6,  1865. 

In  the  611  of  1865  Mr.  Tremain  was  nominated 
and  elected  Memlx-r  of  Assembly  from  Atbany 
Gmnty.  His  colleague  was  the  Hon.  Clark  B. 
Codirane:  On  the  meeting  of  the  I^egislalure  Mr. 
Tremain  was  elected  Speaker.  The  bistoiy  of 
tint  remarkable  session  bean  indubitable  etklencc 
of  the  great  ability  with  whlch  he  diadttlged  the 
duties  of  this  olfice. 

He  was  engagetl  with  the  District  Attorney  of 
Albany  in  the  prosecution  of  (!en.  Cole,  who  had 
in  a  ooanurdiy  manner  assassinated  L  Harris  His- 
cock,  a  menil)er  of  the  Constitutional  Conven- 
tion of  1867  (8),  at  Stanwix  Hall.  Cole  was  de- 
fended by  James  T.  Brady  and  William  A.  Beach. 
The  defense  was  insanity,  superinduced  by  the 
alleged  criminal  intimaqr  of  Hiscock  with  the  wife 
of  Cole.  The  case  was  twice  tried,  die  jury  on 
the  &Bt  trial  disagreeing ;  on  the  second  trial  the 
prisoner  was  acquitted,  the  jury  rendering,'  the 
sin^'ular  ve-rdict  that  just  before  and  just  after  the 
murder  Cole  was  sane,  but  that  he  was  insane 
when  it  was  committed.  Mr.  Tremain  s  argument 
.  to  the  jury  has  passed  into  1^1  history  as  one  of 
die  most  splendid  efforts  ever  made  at  tiie  Bar. 

During  the  whole  of  Mr.  Trcmain's  proft^-sional 
life  he  had  been  subject  to  frequent  and  painful 
attacks  of  inflammatory  rheumatism,  which  would 
come  suddenly  upon  him.  He  would  frequently 
fetiie  at  night  in  perfect  health,  but  before  morning 
would  be  perfectly  helpless,  sufliering  indescrib> 
able  ani^uish.  All  prescriptions  produced  only 
temporary  relief,  and  in  i86y  he  decided  upon  a 
voyage  to  Europe,  his  wife  nnd  daughter  accom- 
panpng  him;  he  was  absent  about  one  year.  On 
his  return  lo  Albany,  nearly  or  quite  restored  to 
health,  xs  he  believed,  he  was  tendered  a  public 
reception  by  citizens  who  held  him  in  the 
highest  esteem.  In  1872  his  name  was  promi- 
nently brought  forward  ;is  a  candidate  for  (lov- 
emori  but  he  respectfully  but  firmly  declined  the 
pratfeied  honor.  In  the  autumn  of  1873  be 
was  ananfmonsly  nominated  for  Congressman-at- 
T.iirge  on  the  Rejaiblican  ticket  and  was,  w  ith  the 
rest  of  the  ticket,  elected.  "He  entered  the  Forty- 
third  Congress  with  a  oonstitaency  of  \,ox>,ooo  of 
people;   On  taking  his  seat  to  the  House  the 


Speaker  assigned  him  the  second  place  on  the  Judi- 
ciary Committee  in  advance  of  several  old  and  ex- 
perienced members.  He  {)€rformctl  all  his  ardnOttS 
duties  as  a  member  of  this  committee  in  a  manner 
that  gave  him  a  national  reputation. " 

In  1871  he  was  calletl  to  assist  the  Attorneys 
General  and  Mr.  Wheeler  K.  FCckbam,  of  New 
York,  in  the  prosecutioa  of  the  astounding  fhiuds 
of  the  Tweed  Kini^.  The  great  legal  contest 
which  this  prosecution  brought  on  is  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  in  legal  hi.story,  eipial  in  impor- 
tance and  interest  to  the  trial  of  Warren  Hastings 
on  the  Begum  and  otiier  charges.  To  attack 
Tweed  and  his  ring  was  a  herculean  effort ;  their 
power,  wealth  aiul  influence  seemed  so  gre.at  as  to 
defy  the  law  and  crush  all  eflTorts  1. 1  convict  them. 

<_)n  Tweed's  first  trial  the  jury  failed  to  .agree  ; 
he  was  again  brought  to  trial  in  the  fall  of  1873, 
before  Judge  Noah  Davis  and  a  jury.  The  care 
and  scrudny  which  Means.  Tremain  and  Peckham 
bestowed  upon  the  selection  of  a  jury  was  a  striking 
and  interesting  incident  in  this  great  trial,  with  the 
eyes  of  the  world  resting  upt»n  it.  But  a  jury  of 
honest,  unbiased  men  were  obtained  and  Tweed 
was  convicted  npon  die  great  number  of  counts  in 
the  indictment. 

After  slrenuou>  efforts  (or  an  arrest  of  judgment, 
he  was  sentciued  upon  a  number  of  counts  in  the 
indictment,  all  of  them  aggregating  to  a  term  of 
imprisonment  in  die  penitendaiy  tat  many  years. 

"  Congratulations  poured  in  upon  the  counsel  for 
the  people  from  all  sides,  and  Mr.  Tremain  had 
the  satisf.icti' 111  of  {'ringing  to  punishment  the 
greatest  criminal  of  the  age."  .Appeals  were  taken 
to  the  higher  courts  to  test  the  power  of  the  Oytt 
and  Terminer  to  inflict  these  several  sentences,  the 
result  of  which  was  the  redacdon  of 'the  number  of 
sentences  to  one  term  of  imprisonment. 

When  Edward  S.  Stokes  startled  the  whole 
country  by  assa.ssinating  James  Fisk,  Jr.,  it  became 
a  question  of  intense  interest  to  learn  who  he  would 
select  from  among  the  great  lawyers  of  the  times 
as  his  leading  connsel.  When,  after  the  most 
earnest  consultation  on  the  subject  with  his  friends, 
it  was  known  that  his  choice  fell  upon  Mr.  Tre- 
main, every  one  believed  that  he  had  taken  the 
surest  step  possible  to  shield  himself  from  punish- 
ment ;  nor  were  th^r  mistaken,  as  the  restilt 
showed.  The  sentiment  of  the  community  was 
decidedly  against  i^tokes,  and  that  sentiment  in  a 
large  dei,'ree  pervaded  the  jury  box.  In  many 
respects  it  was  a  trial  for  which  Mr.  Tremain's 
mind  was  peculiarly  fitted ;  in  conducting  it  he 
showed  nncommon  tact  in  sifting  testimony,  de- 
tecting motives,  and  great  art  in  the  examination 
of  the  evidence.  When  occasion  occurred  for  the 
Use  of  keen  satire  and  scoichnig saicasm  he  used 

it  with  powerful  efl'ect.   

rerha(>s  no  advocate,  except  William  H. 
Seward,  in  the  defense  of  Freeman,  ever  stood 
more  squarely  between  hb  client  and  public 

opinion  than  did  Mr.  Tremain  in  the  Stokes  case. 

Though  determined  to  save  his  client  from  the 
'  gallows,  he  had  little  hoijcuf  ^ccuruii.'^  his  ac<i\iitta! 
I  before  a  jury.    It  wa%  therefore,  hi»  policy,  while 
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cxertini;  every  efTort  in  his  bdiali^  to  secure  suffi- 
cient puiius  tu  obtain  a  new  trial  on  exceptions  in 
case  his  client  was  convicted.  The  jttiy  did  con- 
vict him,  and  Mr.  Tremain  did  save  sufficient  ex- 
ceptions on  die  trial  to  obtain  a  new  trial.  In 
this  he  exhil'ited  all  the  acumen  of  a  tlion -uglily 
learned  lawAer,  t.ir  it  w;is  hi.^  dcej)  knowledge  of 
the  law  that  saved  Kdward  Stokes  from  the  j,'al- 
lows.  After  his  conviction  the  case  was  removed 
to  the  Sapreme  Court,  where  the  conviction  was  af- 
firmed, ' '  the  Court  holding  that  while  there  was 
error  in  the  charge  of  the  Judge  in  his  definition  of 
munkr,  the  lau  inferred  malice  from  tlie  fict  of 
the  killing  insteail  of  leaving  to  tlu-  jury  to  find 
malke  as  a  fact ;  yet  the  Court  lield  the  error  had 
act  hem  productive  of  harm  to  the  prisoner  when 
other  portions  of  the  charge  were  examined."  The 

case  was  rcniowd  to  the  Court  of  Appeals.  Mr. 
Trcmain's  arj^unient  in  that  tributial  was  one  whicii 
the  lawyer,  the  stuilcnt  and  the  scli<  liar  will  ever 
read  with  delight  and  profit ;  it  bears  the  impress 
of  a  gigantic  Intellect  and  vast  research.    As  a 

specimen  <  ifacutc  and  powerful  reasoniTit.'.  enlivened 
occasioiKiUy  by  glow  int;  elo<jiicnce,  it  ranks  among 
the  linest  efforts  of  American  legal  oratory.  As 
Dr.  J<  'hnson  said  of  a  similar  effort  at  the  ii^nglisb 
Bar,  "  It  wxs  bark  and  steel  to  the  mind." 

Mr.  Tremain's  triumph  in  results  was  equal  to 
his  great  argument  The  Court  of  .\p|)eals  re- 
versed tlie  judginciu  of  ill'.'  SiiMi-nie  Coun  and  die 
verdict  of  the  jury.  ^T.iir.in^  Stokes  a  new  trial. 
Tremain  had  now  olil.iined  his  great  object ;  he 
had  shielded  his  client  from  the  inllucnce  of  public  1 
opinion  ;  he  had  given  public  indignation  time  to  I 
cool  ;  he  had  taiiL'lit  ilie  Courts  to  fear  him,  and 
when  tlie  new  trial  lo..k  ])lace  he  entered  up<in  it 
confident  tliat  he  should  shield  his  tl.cui  lioin  tlie 

Silows.  Judge  Davis,  who  presideii,  held  every 
tendment  against  the  prisoner,  which  was  an  en- 
banassment  for  Mr.  Tremain  ;  but  he  overcame 
whatever  obstacles  there  were  in  Judge  Davis' 
course,  and  with  an  alni'ist  >u[n  rliiiiii  in  etTitrt 
deteated  a  ccmviction  for  murder  in  the  first  de- 
gree, .securing  a  verdict  fbr  manslaughter  only,  on 
which  Stokes  was  sentenced  to  State  prison  for 
onljr  four  years.  Thus  the  astute  and  long-sighted 
policy  of  i*Ir.  Tremain  prevailed,  and  now,  though 
his  truly  great  defender  is  sleeping  in  an  honored 
grave,  Kdward  S.  Stokes  has  for  several  years  been 
a  wealthy,  successful  and  luxurious  citizen  of  New 
York.   ak>  exhausted  was  Mr.  Tremain  after  the 

last  trial  of  .Stoki-s.  that  he  fell  asI.  L-p  at  the  dinner 
tai)le  in  his  hoici  wliile  the  jury  were  delil-eralin^'. 

Dui  iii^  tli,i'  trial  his  old  disca>c  aliiu  ted  liiin, 
but  he  resisted  it  as  best  he  couid  witli  medical  j 
aid.    In  the  second  session  of  Congress  he  took  his  I 
aeat  in  that  bud/,  ranking  among  the  leaders  of  \ 
the  House.    Hm  speeches  on  the  important  <]ues- 
tions  that  arose  sliow  that  he  was  ;is  aiiomplished 
in  parliamentary  debate  Oii  he  w.vs  in  the  di^cus- 
stunsoTthe  Bar.   Many  of  his  sjii-Lches  outlived 
tbdr  times,  and  t})e>'  will  be  read  as  fuie  specimens 
of  parliamentary  eloquence  and  logic  fitr  years  to 

0>mc.     .\ni oni;  tlii>r  \\;is  th.ii  ujion  the  suliject  of 
"  The  Dispusiiiuii  of  the  lialancu  ul  llie  Money  \ 


received  from  F.n;..'land  by  virtue  of  the  Ccneva 
Award."  This  speech  wxs  reail  with  profound  in- 
terest through  the  United  Stales  and  Kurope.  His 
CongieaBional  career  ended  March,  1875,  and  he 
retired  eiduusted  and  mffering  frcun  the  iqieated 
attacks  of  disease,  aggiavaied  by  die  unwliolaame 

air  of  the  House. 

He  returned  to  Albany,  but,  unable  to  resume 
his  business,  he  decided  upon  another  voysige  to 
Europe  with  his  wife.  He  returned  mucn  im- 
provwi,  though  not  restored  to  health.  Soon  after 
his  return  he  was  unfortunately  induced  to  under- 
t4ike  the  defeiiM!  of  Frederick  .Smith,  tried  for  mur- 
der at  the  I'ulton  Oyer  and  Terminer  early  in 
1876.  This  case  was  to  the  people  of  Fulton 
Conntv  what  the  Stokes  case  was  to  the  City  of 
New  YoriL  Public  opinion  was  strongly  against 
the  accused,  as  was  also  the  evidence.  The  court 
room  was  crowded,  the  air  in  it  poisonous  to  Mr. 
Tremain,  and  he  became  so  ill  that  court  was 
compelled  to  adjourn,  and  fur  a  time  he  was  con- 
fined to  his  bed.   As  soon  as  he  felt  himself  abk^ 

weak  as  he  was,  he  took  his  place  at  the  Bar  and 
the  trial  was  resumed.  1  lie  energy  he  e.xhibited 
w  as  a  matter  of  wonder  to  all  ;  suffering  as  he  was, 
be  entered  on  the  duty  of  addressing  the  jury  in  a 
manner  so  surprisingly  powerful  that  it  was  hard 
to  believe  him  suffering  from  a  disease  which  had 
a  fatal  hold  upon  him.  "  He  strM)d  before  the 
jurv  for  hours,  pleading  with  them  by  turns,  with 
all  hi-  old-time  voice  and  charm  of  manner,  and 
tin  11  clearly  and  forcibly  disintegrating  the  evi- 
dence for  the  people  denouncing  in  deep  and 
stem  tones  its  flimsy  character.  The  jury  ac- 
quittcil  tlic  prisoner,  and  the  verdict  was  due  to 
the  alile  manner  in  which  .Mr.  Tremain  tried  the 
cause  and  to  the  m.ignificent  manner  in  which 
he  closed  it "  This  was  his  last  important  case ; 
his  strength  never  returned  ;  he  breathed  with 
difficulty  and  his  spirits  were  clouded.  He  went 
to  his  ollice,  but  wa.s  too  ill  to  take  any  part 
in  business.  At  tliis  time  his  jiarlners  were  Rufus 
\\°.  Peckhara,  son  of  hi.s  old  friend  and  former 
partner,  and  now  a  Judge  of  the  Sapreme  Court, 
and  bis  son  Grenvilie  Tremain* 

We  have  thus  sketched  the  professional,  politi- 
cal and  public  life  of  I.unan  Tremain,  <)f  whom  it 
is  no  afi'ectaiion  to  say  that  he  was  one  of  the  most 
brilliant  lights  of  the  Bar  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
with  ftdl  mastery  of  the  eloquence  of  the  Bar  in 
its  best  da)*s. 

It  remains  now  to  consider  Ijricfly  !iis  private 
lile.  I'iiat  such  a  man  as  Mr.  Tremain  slioiild  be 
a  fa\orite  in  the  high  circle  in  which  he  moved  is 
natuniL  At  the  head  of  a  refined  and  happy 
ftmily,  in  which  centered  grcatdomestic  happiness, 
sarroitndcd  by  all  that  could  make  life  happy,  ad- 
mired and  honored  by  his  breduen  of  the  wr,  h 
would  sec  ni  iliai  be  was  bejrond  the  reach  of  aflUc- 

litiii  and  .-orrow. 

In  .\ugust,  1842,  he  was  united  by  marriage  to 
Mi.sii  Helen  Cornwall,  of  Catskill,  N.  Y.,  a  lady  of 
much  personal  worth  and  many  accomplishments. 

Neu;r  were  husliaiid  ainlwite  iiiorr  >irongly  at- 
tached. 1  he  sufferings  of  liic  toruicr  from  the  painful 
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attacks  of  the  disease  we  have  mentioiiciJ  reiulercil 
him  an  object  of  the  tenderest  care  and  solicitude 
to  the  wife.  Her  gentle^  lovin(|r  and  fiulhiul  minis- 
trations diti  much  to  sustain  him  and  retard  the 
ravages  <>f  diseiso.  streni^thenin^'  him  and  enabling 
him  lo  I  .iiilmiK-  his  hrilHant  and  ardent  career 
down  to  tlic  titnc  when  human  c-lforts  t>>  succor 
him  became  of  no  avail. 

Four  childcen,  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  were 
bom  to  this  marriage,  The  sons  all  passed  from 
earth  before  llie  >!e,idi  nf  Mr.  Tremain.  Tlieir 
lirst-bom,  Frederici\,  as  we  have  .seen,  fell  in  hai- 
tle.  The  sorrow  and  gloom  whicii  the  death  <  >r  tins 
gallant  young  soldier  produced  in  Albany  and 
elsewhere  is  recorded  in  a  volume  devoted  to 

the  history  of  his  life.  In  the  fall  <>f  i  8'i8.  a  brij,dit 
aiul  ttcautifiil  boy  of  seven  was  siuklenly  taken 
away,  under  the  most  painful  cirnimstaiKcs.  He 
died  from  the  effects  of  a  fall  o\er  the  banisters  of 
a  stairway  in  his  father's  bouse,  almost  under  his 
fatlu  r\  eyes.  His  other  son,  Grenville,  his  law 
liiniier,  inherited  all  his  father's  talents,  all  his 
eloquence,  an<l  all  his  personal  wortli.  Vminga-s 
he  was,  he  attained  a  commanding  position  at  the 
Bar;  ao  commanding  that  in  1877  he  received 
the  nomination,  by  acdamatioo,  of  Attoniey-<ien- 
eral  from  the  Republican  party.  This  was  a  spon- 
taneous and  splendid  tribute,  all  unsought,  bnth  to 
father  and  son.  The  Ri-publK,>!i  ticket  was  not 
successful  in  the  State,  but  \<>utii;  I  rein.iin  re- 
ceived a  most  flattering  vote,  running  largely  alicad 
of  his  ticket,  and  obtaining  a  majority  of  votes  in 
Albany  County. 

iiut  this  young  man,  so  gifted,  no  winning, 
so  idolized  by  his  parents,  was  suddenly  stricken 
by  a  &tal  illness,  which  terminated  Gually  in  a  very 
few  days.    From  this  terrible  blow  Mr.  Tremain 

never  recovered.  The  deep  fountains  fif  si  .rnnv  were 
opcneil  lor  him  ;  over  his  heart  a  wintry  t-iiaiiKe 
had  come,  and  the  sunlight  ot  his  lile  was  siiad- 
owed.  But  he  lingered  through  Uie  summer  and 
fall  of  1878,  dying  on  the  30th  of  November.  His 
death,  though  not  unexpected,  created  a  most  pro- 
found .sen.sation  throughout  the  Stale.  The  Bench, 
the  Bar  and  the  Press  atiestt  d  their  rcsi)ect  for 
his  memory  ;  the  former  by  proceedings  character- 
ized by  the  deepest  solemnity  and  sorrow  :  the 
latter  by  tribates  the  most  respectful  and  of  the 
highest  ability.  The  popular  fiivor  which  he  en- 
jo\(-d  in  such  unnieasuroi!  [>rofusi'>ri  w,vs  exhibited 
by  nKiiiv  unusu.il  demonstrations  ol  public  and 
private  sorrow  ;  every  degn  e  "!  talent  and  of  elo- 
quence otlcred  to  his  memory  green  and  fragrant 
garlands. 

In    person  Judge  Tremain  was  above  the 

middle  height,  of  strong,  vigorous  mould  and  dig- 
nified presence.  His  !aie  was  unt  c >ininonlv  at- 
tractive, with  large  blue  eyes,  broa<l,  open  fore- 
head, mouth  and  teeth  of  great  Ixrauty,  and  a  smile 
unusually  winning  and  cofdial.  In  private  life 
those  who  knew  him  best  felt  far  him  the  sinoerest 
aflection.  He  was  a  mo<Ii-l  husband,  father  and 
friend;  his  disposition  was  annal>le  and  generous. 
During  his  long  and  at  limes  dislres.sing  illness  he 
governed  himself  with  rare  self-restraint.  His  un- 
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wearied,  hcriiic  p.itiencc,  unfailing  goid  humor 
,  and  cheerful  courage  rendered  attendance  upon 
his  needs  a  pleasure  to  all.   Mr.  Tremain  was  a 
'  sincere,  devoted  hclie\  er  in  the  teachings  of  the  sa- 
I  cred  Scripture.     His  primary  characteristic,  that 
'  which  gave  him  his  [xculiar  weiL,'lit  in  tlie  li«iu- 
munity,  was  the  force  of  his  moral,  religious  princi- 
ples ;  a  force  which  ojwraied  with  the  steadiness  of 
a  law  of  nature^  blending  harmoniously  with  his 
brilliant  talents.   To  live  religiously  he  did  not 
think  himself  called  to  give  up  the  proper  pursuits 
and  gratiiications  oi  human  nature.     He  believed 

ithal  religion  was  in  harmony  with  intellectual  im- 
provements, with  the  pleasures  of  imagination  and 
society,  and  es|)ccially  with  the  kindly  affections, 
anil    tliiis  relini  ius  principle  added  tenderness, 
steaduuss,  iligniiy,  to    the  impulses  of  nature. 
;  Without  pretension  i>r  show,  or  any  striking  dis- 
I  coveries  of  emotion,  he  felt  the  claim  of  ever)  thing 
human  upon  bis  sympathy  and  his  ser\'icc,  and 
!  his  strong  abiding  hope  of  a  blessed  immortality 
I  beautifully  sustained  him  during  the  fatal  illness 
tliat  li-rininated  iiis  life.     Finally,  inaj  we  not  say 
that  he  whose  life  and  act.s  v\e  have  recorded  is 
really  the  speaker }    That  it  is  he  rather  than  his 
biographer  who  teaches  us  from  the  tomb  where 
his  head  now  lies  low,  or  gather  fifom  that  world 
into  which  his  soul  lui'*  passed,  such  valuable  Ics- 
1  sons  as  may  be  drawn  from  his  example  in  the  an- 
nals of  his  life.    Reflecting  on  that  life,  recalling 
I  its  modest  beginnings  and  its  solid  achievements, 
I  his  liddity  to  duty  and  his  loyalty  to  principle,  the 
soundness  of  his  judgments  and  the  just  balance  of 
I  his  thoughts,  the  simplicity  of  his  character  and  his 
wimiiiii;  [>ers<>iial  trails  :  considering  the  raiiiic  of 
olliccs  well  tilled,  bis  obligation  to  his  clients  well 
and  honombly  discharged ;  reflecting  on  all  this, 
do  we  not  find  the  elements  of  a  jMCture  of  what  a 
man  ought  to  be  -the  portraiture  of  the  son,  the 
husliand  and  the  )iarent,  the  student,  the  scholar, 
1  the  lawyer,  orator,  patriot  and  I'tinslian. 

JOHN  C.  NUIT. 

I     Judge  Jomt  C.  NoTT  was  bom  at  Norman  Vale, 

the  old  Taylor  homestead  in  Ciuilderland,  Albany 
I  County,  N.  Y.,  .\ugust  15,  1H35.     His  father  was 
j  Hon.  Iknjainin  Nutt,  son  ot"  j)r.  Kliphilet  Not^, 
j  for  many  years  President  of  Union  Collie. 
I     judge  Nott's  mother  was  Rlizabeth  Cooper,  a 
sister  of  Gen.   John  Taylor  Cooper,,, of  .Albany, 
and  a  i^r.mddatighter  of  (jov.    [olin  Taylor,  a 
distinguished  <_  li.ir.ic  ter  in  the  early  history  of  the 
Sute  ol  New  York.    In  1843  Hon.  Beujamtn 
Nott  became  a  rendent  of  Bethlehem,  Albany 
County. 

In  his  early  boyhood  young  Nott  attended  the 

[  common  school  of  Bethlehem,  where  he  accpiired 
'  a  rudimentary  education.      He    prcparcct  for 

(college  at  the  Albany  Acatlemy,  and  entered  Union 
College,  from  whence  he  was  graduated  in  the 
class  of  1856.  He  took  his  degree,  with  the  repu- 
tation of     excellent  scholar. 

In  conlormity  with  his  intention  c^f  entering  the 
legal  profession,  he  became  a  stu<leni  at  law  in  the 
j  office  of  Cogger,  Porter  W  Hand,  of  Albany,  a 
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distinguished  law  firm,  witli  a  State  and  national 
iqnitalion.  The  advantages  wliicb  young  Mott 
derived  from  his  studentship  in  this  firm  of  ac- 
quiring a  Solid,  jiractii  .il  t>iliu  rii  pii  luive  been 
manifested  ill  his  |)rcitoK>innal  ami  itnlu  i.il  career. 
He  was  also  a  sluiloiit  in  the  Albany  Law  St  hwl, 
and  is  an  alumnus  of  its  class  of  i^i^,  and  in  tliat 
year  he  was  admitted  to  the  Bar. 

Dne  or  his  early  traits  was  a  marked  Im  e  for  mil- 
itary affairs  ;  to  these  he  gave  such  attention  that 
lie  beiaine  an  accomplished  citizen  soldier,  exhib- 
itinj?  such  decided  abilities  that  in  1865  he  was 
pioniot<  d  to  the  rank  of  Colonel  of  the  Eiglity- 
second  Regiment,  N.  G.,  S.  N.  Y.  The  efficient 
and  practical  linowledge  he  hrouglU  to  his  office 
cxhibiied  itsdf  in  the  drill  and  cUsdpIine  of  his 
ci  »mmand. 

In  1866  he  formni  a  partnership  with  the  late 
Hon.  Wm.  S.  Paddock,  of  Albany,  in  die  practice 
of  his  profession,  under  the  firm  name  of  nddock 

&  Nott.  This  same  year  he  \va.s  elected  SchcK>l 
C  ommissioner  for  the  First  District  of  Albany 
County,  ami  alllunii^h  the  business  of  his  law  firn> 
was  large  and  extended,  he  found  time  to  discharge 
in  a  fi^thfnl  and  acceptable  manner  the  duties  of 
his  office.  His  relation  with  Recorder  Paddock 
continued  to  the  year  1S74,  when  he  was  nomi- 
nated for  Pol  it  I-  bi>tice  by  the  Democrats  of  Al- 
iMUiy.  He  was  elected  by  a  plurality  of  2,4CX3. 
In  1878  he  was  renominated  and  elected  by  a  ni»- 
jori^  of  3,700  over  his  Republican  competitor. 
In  1883  he  was  a  third  time  nominated,  and  was 
elected  by  a  majority  cif  about  six  thousand.  These 
repeated  elections,  with  such  largely  increased  ma- 
jorities, elotjuenily  attest  the  ability  with  which  he 
discharged  bis  first  judicial  duties,  and  the  estima- 
tion in  which  he  was  held  by  the  dtixens  of  Al- 
bany. 

In  I1S.S2  he  formed  a  itarinLr-hi])  witii  Isaac  1!. 
Barrett,  a  gentleman  whose  les^al  attainments  arc 
generally  acknowledged,  and  who  occupies  a  high 
standing  at  the  Albany  Bar.  This  partnenhip  still 
continues,  and  is  a  leading  firm  of  Albany. 

The  appreciation  of  Judge  Nott  wa.s  manifested 
in  a  higher  and  more  marked  dcL'i;-<'  liy  Ins  dela- 
tion to  the  Bench  of  the  County  Court  uf  Albany 
County. 

On  October  10,  1883,  the  Qtizens' Association 
of  Albany  nominated  him  fbrCountv  Judge.  Three 
days  later  h«  received  the  indorsement  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic County  Convention,  and  wa- elected  at  the 
general  election  in  Nov<  inlier  following,  by  an  un- 
usually large  majority  of  five  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven,  being  the  highest  majority 
of  any  nimiirice  on  the  ticket. 

He  bri  luv'lil  to  the  nen(  h  all  those  (jiialities  that 
renderetl  him  so  U'-crnl  .itid  [lojiuiar  in  his  former 
official  position.  He  exhibited  fainiliaritv  with 
statute  law,  criminal  law  and  tlic  laws  of  evidence. 
In  the  trial  of  causes  he  grasped  the  facts  with  rapid 
precision,  and  decided  both  (juestions  of  law  and 
bet  pnjmpth  and  without  circumlocution. 

"  On  iJie  bench  he  is  not  given  to  verbosilx  .  In 
passing  upon  questions  of  hiw  in  a  civil  acti<in,  or 
imposing  its  poialtieson  convicted  criminals,  be  is 


alwaya  brief  and  to  the  point  He  does  not  wander 
off  into  a  man  of  decisions,  theories  or  puallel 
cases,  nor  does  he  read  vajiid  homilies  to  them." 

He  pronounces  his  decision^  ;:i  ii^rse,  j  ^siiive  lan- 
guage, and  he  comes  to  his  scnienn-s  of  c  riminals 
with  directnc-ss  and  dignity.  His  severity  is  alwavs 
adequate  to  the  crime  of  which  the  criminal  is 
convicted,  and  he  gives  due  considerstion  to  prop- 
erly establisheil  mitigatint,'  circumstances. 

One  of  the  first  trials  at  which  juilge  Nott 
presided  was  ot  absorbing  interest.  It  was 
at  the  .■\pril,  18.S4,  term  of  the  (  ourt  of  Ses- 
sions, and  the  manner  in  which  he  |)resided  com- 
mended him  alike  to  the  admiration  of  the  Bar  and 
the  respect  and  confidence  of  the  public.  Alfred 
F.  Vedder,  a  minister  of  the  Cios]>el,  was  arraigned 
for  procuring  an  abortion  to  l)e  performed  upon 
;  one  Anna  A.  Walters,  a  young  lady  who  had  been 
one  of  his  flodu  The  stonr  she  told  was  higialysOip 
sadonal,  relating  to  their  fint  meetings,  their  visits 

togelher  to  different  hotels  and  to  different  cities, 
and  in  many  of  the  details  her  story  was  strongly 
corroborated  by  circumstantial  evidence.  The  de- 
fense was  conducted  with  great  eamestnesa^  and 
every  possible  point  made  and  saved  for  review. 
Judge  N'ott  held  the  scales  c)f  justice  evenly  bal- 
anced, ruled  promjnlv  on  the  many  law  (juestions 
presented,  and  at  liif  close  of  the  evidi  nce,  in  a 
lucid  charge,  submiiioi  the  case  to  the  iun,  which 
rendered  a  charge  of  guilty,  and  Vedder  was 
sentenced  to  State  Priaon  ibr  foorywurs. 

Many  difficult  law  questions  were  debated  on 
the  trial.  Was  Miss  Walters  an  accomplice  of  the 
prisoner?  became  a  very  imi"irlanl  quc-stion.  If 
she  wa%  her  evidence  requireil  corroboration  under 

section  399  of  the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure. 
It  was  aigoed  for  the  defense  that  she  was  a  party 

to  the  crime,  con.senting,  and  c<]ual!y  guilty  with 
the  prisoner.  Judge  Nott  heUl  that  slie  was  not  an 
accomplice,  but  rather  a  victim.  An  appeal  w.ls 
taken  to  the  General  Term  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  the  conviction  was  affirmed  by  a  divided 
court.  A  furthn-  appeal  was  taken  to  the  Court  of 
Appeals,  and  that  court  unanimously  confirmed 
the  conviction,  aukl  tliu^  settled  in  this  ."^late  the 
mooted  question  of  w  hetlier  a  woman  who  submits 
to  an  abortion  is  an  accomplice  of  the  procurer. 
The  opinion  of  that  court  was  written  bv  Chief- 
Justice  Ru|^,  and  contains  a  review  of  me  trial, 
and  expressly  ntTinm  every  ruling  made  on  the 
trial.  This  ca>e  justly  added  to  tlie  reputation  of 
Judge  Nott,  and  pl.iced  him  in  the  lanka  of  the 
abltat  of  our  trial  judges. 

His  written  opinions  have  the  impress  of  reflection 
and  learning',  always  intcrlardtxl  with  sufficient  pre- 
cedent to  sustain  his  conclusions:  but  they  were  never 

I  loaded  liown  with  jiedantic  quotaiioiis.  From  his 
written  opinions  we  have  room  to  retcr  to  only  two. 
Although  very  brie(  tiiev  are  verv  important,  and 

I  give  the  reader  a  very  adequate  knowledge  of  the 
character  and  style  of  his  judicial  mind  and 
method. 

The  first  of  these  cases  is  that  of  The  People  vs. 
fohn  Hiirringlon  and  George  A f esse r,  Jr.,  in  the 
i  Albany  County  Sessions,    The  defaidanti^  at  the 
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June  ttnii  in  1883,  J uUge  Van  Al^«l) ne  pi&iiiling, 
pleaded  guilty  to  an  iodictment  for  biugUiy  in  the 
second  degree.  Their  sentence  was  tnspended  and 

Iheywcrc  discluirijeii  !>.  in  i  iistixl}'.  In  \<ivLnil>er, 
iHS4,  tlicy  eoiniiiiucii  l<>  jail  h)  une  of  ihc 

[►olicc  justices,  ili;iri;til  wiili  aiiuilicr  crime ; 
whereupon  the  District  Auorncy,  on  December  5, 
1884.  caused  them  to  be  brought  into  that  court, 
Judge  Nott  presiding,  and  moveil  that  each  be 
sentenced  under  his  plea  of  guilty,  entered  at  the 
June  term  of  1883.  Tlicir  counsel  ol)jected  to 
the  sentence,  under  which  a  very  interesting  law 
point  was  raised  and  elabcwatdy  argued,  toochiJlg 
the  fighti  of  the  court  to  soqiend  the  sentence  of 
convicted  criminals  and  discharge  them  indefinitely, 
and  the  rii^'ht  of  a  com*  :nflia  a  sentence  at  any 
subsctjuent  time  on  motion  of  tlio  District  At- 
torney. 

At  the  time  the  plea  of  guiltjr  was  entered  both 
defendants  were  under  sixteen  yeats  of  age;  When 

brought  up  f  ir  ^^entcncc,  Harrini^ton  yet  was  under 
sixteen,  but  Messer  was  over  thai  age. 

"  In  the  case  of  the  PtefU  vs.  Mtmttttt  (30  Howard 
Pr.,  1 18>,"  says  Judge  Nott  iti  his  opiakm,*'  the  Conit  of  Oyer 
•nd  Terminer  refused  to  suspend  lenteace,  holding  that  no 

>^ii«pcn<iion  11X  smtcncc  or  stay  is  authorized,  except  upon  a 
1 1 !  ;;i>i.i:i  r  mm:  .  if  crriir,  on  application  in  arrest  of  judc- 
nx  lit,  or  lor  .1  new  tri:»I:  bat  thlB  nilinp  is  contrary  to  tfc 
current  of  i_a?cs  in  "Iul-  country,  ami  the  |iitLi>t  jmint  ha4i 
lii:en  nci  ntly  lU  ti  rnuTM-il  in  the  Fourth  I 'i  iii,»rtmfiit  nf  the 
Supf nil  (!  Miri  iti  tli<  /V.'/.'.  V*.  Orai'fs.  .Says  Iliirdiu,  J.: 
*  NVc  rcgaril  tin.  essential  <|uc>tioii  in  this  case  so  lirmly  rc- 
aahrcd  against  the  appellant  \rf  the  authorities  that  wc  do 
not  deem  it  useful  to  open  the  question  for  fre^  inveiligatioti 
and  adjudication  (s  R  Y.  Crim.  Kcp.,  iaef\.  It  k  Jw  and 
proper  that  ihe  power  to  snitieiid  aealsnce  dHmU  esirt  b 
the  Superior  Criminal  Courts.  Great  ham  ndght  flow  to 
todetr  in  the  destruction  of  the  means  ol  ^oae  charged 
widi  the  administration  of  criminal  justioe,  toexpoae  tbrongh 
this  aid  daneerous  coospiracies  to  person  and  property.'  'Jt 
wouldsccni,  jays  Dixon,  J.,  'that  it  is  stating  the  matter  ti>o 
hnadly  to  asser  t  th.it  it  always  the  imperative  duty  of  a 
crwirt  to  reiuler  jiid'.jmeiit  on  a  convicti'in  of  crime,  ^lIll^•^^ 
"I'nic  Uyal  protecdinL,'''  t' ir  review  lie  inter|n  •■■eil ;  ,  h 
tKin^  ot  pul.lie  ]i<iln  y  ni.iy  niilucc  the  ctiurt  t"  sl.iy  \\-  hand 
iStitf  !•(.  .\.lily.  1.1  \  riKiu),  Am,  I<i']>.,  i;4'i|.'  In 

the  case  of  llarriniiton,  the  elcniency  of  this  court  sccnis  to 
have  bad  no  salutary  etknt  iiji'Ui  him.  \Vc  find  liiui  again 
in  the  custody  of  the  law,  charged  with  crime,  and  our  duty 
ia  to  impoae  icaMBOe  upon  him,  which  is  that  he  be  con- 
fined in  the  Hone  ol  Kefiige  during  the  pleasure  of  the 
nmagen  (Park  «r.  Ftaplc,  1  LaniiDf ,  s6j).  In  Mcaicr't 
case  a  dKnrent  qoestfon  is  presenlea.  In  lib  case,  at  tiie 
time  of  his  plea  of  v;<i<'(y>  he  was  one  of  tlut  class  of  crim- 
inals recognuod  a-s  iu\  L-nile  <iclin(|uents,  and  the  sentence  of 
the  court  might  and  proliably  would  have  liecii  to  the  House 
of  RefuKC,  where  his  miiKl  would  have  been  [iropcrly  tr.iiiud 
aitd  means  taken  lei  reform  and  c<lucatc  him.  .i-.d  althiiiij»h 
but  for  the  provisions  ot  the  t"ode  of  I  r;njiiial  IVoeitiurc 
(8C1'.  S;2),  he  wiiiild  Ik-  disipialitird  a  wilne-.-  (I'eopU- r/. 
I'ark,  -\\  .\.  \ .,  ;..  yet  his  rn;lil  ti)  vote  at  .inv  eleeti.m  ivHen 
arriviiit;  of  a^c  wi  uM  nut  U  t.ikcn  ,i\v.>y  (IVtial  (Jmle.  711). 
lie  is  new  'uii  the  av;<- 'i(  sivteen  ye.iri,  and  if  scnteiicrd 
he  must  l>e  im  jir:^uiii  d  in  a  State  prison  for  not  m  ore  than 
ten  years  nor  less  than  five  years  (I'enal  1  mh  ,  5071,  or 
to  the  Kltuira  Rcfonuatory,  whcrcfrow  he  nt.iy  Ix.-  trans, 
fencd  to  »  Staio  pritMi. 

'*A  sentence  now  under  fte  plea  of  Kuilty  would  be  add- 
lag  an  additional  penalty  Id  Ast  Whkb  nigu  and  probably 
would  have  been  sufiered  if  senleBced  at  the  tisM  w 
cateitd  his  plea,  that  of  diifiraachisement.   It  15  an  cxctn- 

ery  rule  that  any  law  that  changes  the  punishment  and 
ktB  a  trreater  punishment  than  the  law  annexed  to  the 
dioiewbcn  committed  is  void  (Calder  vs.  bull.,  3  Dall., 
386-39^,  and  theiukitthesaaKwbentbelawischai^gBd 


alter  eoiiN iet;i Ml  i  llartung  vs.  l'et>ple,  22  N.  V.,  <^5),  The 
humanity  ot  our  law  and  the  genius,  of  our  Constitution 
rci|uirc  that  no  s<-vi-rc-r  penalty  shouKl  he  imposed  on  a 
criminal  than  that  which  ejiiMe«f  wiien  the  ofleiisc  was  com- 
mitted or  a  conviction  had.  In  Slate  vt.  Addy  (4^  New 
Jersey  Law  Reports,  lit),  it  was  held  oa  a  convictiain  of 
maiiitaiakg  a  miiwiice^  ttie  court  haviacsuapended  leateBoe 
on  payiMBt  of  eoHii  so  long  as  the  dcKBdant  should  abate 
the  nuikanoe,  that  a  sentence  of  impriwnmcnt  it  a  vnb. 
se<iuent  time  was  void. 

"The  charity  of  a  court  should  not !«  allowed  tu  work  an 
injustice  to  a  defendant.  Inde]>cndent  of  the  (]uestion  of 
disfranchis<-ment,  there  is  such  a  marked  difference  lietwccn 
the  method*  and  pri-on  discitilinc  of  the  House  of  Kifugc 
and  a  State  pris<iiithat  it  is  apparent  that  a  sentence  now  of 
Mtsscr  t  I  a  >!atc  prison  would  be  harder  and  more  st-vere 
than  it  si  iiten.eil  over  a  year  ago,  when  the  plea  was 
entered  I  Kntert.iinitiL;  these  views,  the  iMiiit  declines  to 
sentence  .Messcr  on  his  plea  of  guilty,  and  remands  him 
into  the  custcxly  of  the  ShcrifT,  under  the  later  criminal 
charge,  upon  which  he  was  committed  to  jail,  to  be  proceeded 
against  as  the  Uw  directB," 

This  decision,  it  will  be  seen,  is  sustained  by 
acute  rea.soning,  strongly  fortified  by  legal  autlior- 
ities  and  common  sense  sui^gestions,  and  exbibiti 
an  able,  fearless  and  humane  judicial  officer. 

The  other  case  to  which  we  alluiled  is  that  of 
Heenan  vs.  The  Wesi  ShortRaUroad.  It  is  of  great 
importance,  as  it  settles  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
County  Court  l-m.t  ilir  person  in  rei;.ird  t' >  the  ser- 
vice of  processes  from  it,  and  what  constitutes  tlic 
legal  residence  of  domestic  corporations. 

Ueenan  brought  an  action  against  the  West 
Shore  R.  R.,  in  the  County  Court  of  Albany 
County,  to  reci  j\cr  daTiiaL,'es  fi)r  injur)-  to  personal 
pn  >]ieriy,  t  .iitsed  in  dcliundant's  negligence  in  operat- 
ing its  raih  >ads  tliroqgfa  the  viUage  of  WeatThqr, 
in  Albany  County. 

The  complaint  alleges  that  the  defendant  is  a 
domestic  corporation,  engaged  in  the  carrying  of 
freiglit  and  passengers  Ibr  hire  in  various  parts  of 
tile  .Stale,  iiicluilim,'  the  C'liinly  eif  .\ll>aii\  :  that  a 
part  of  its  line  of  road  is  located  in  this  county. 

Tlic  answer  of  the  defendant  admits  that  it  is  a 
domestic  corporation,  and  a«en  that  its  principal 
place  of  business  is,  and  was  at  and  long  before  the 
commencement  of  this  action,  cstaliiishcd  by  it.s 
articles  of  association  aiui  actually  lix:ated  in  the 
City  of  New  York;  tliat  its  principal  place  of  bus- 
iness never  was  established  or  located  in  the  County 
of  Albany,  and  Aat  die  summons  was  served  upon 
the  defendant  in  the  City  of  New  York.  Tlie 
an.vwer  also  puts  in  issue  the  various  allegations  m 
the  compl  litit. 

On  the  trial  it  was  cstabiisheil  that  tlie  defendant, 
being  a  railroad  corporation,  operated  its  road 
through  various  counties  ol  the  State,  including 
Albany  County;  that  by  the  articles  of  associadon 
and  in  fact  its  princii>il  plate  of  luisiiiL-ss  is  and 
was  located  in  the  City  of  New  Vork;  tltat  the 
summons  in  the  action  was  served  upon  one  of  the 
otticers  of  the  defendant  in  the  Qty  of  New  York. 

The  plaintilT  had  a  verdud,  whiereapon  the  de- 
fendant m  v,  for  a  new  trial  and  a  dianiissal  of 
the  complaint. 

"  Two  questions,"  Mid  Judge  Nott,  "  arc  presented  for  the 
consideration  of  the  court;  first,  has  the  court  such  juris- 
diction as  to  entertain  the  action  ?  second,  if  it  has  not,  has 
the  ddendaat  waived,  or  it  he  precluded  irom  tailing,  dw 
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point,  he  liaviim  a)>pcar«  .1  iiiui  answcrwl  ?  Thf  Code  of 
Civil  I'rocedure  provulcs  that  f"r  the  purpose  of  ileterniin- 
ing  the  jurisiliction  of  tht-  County  Court  a  dorm.'»lic  corpora- 
tion or  joint  >lock  a-«(>ciatii.n,  who-t  principal  place  of  bus 
ine^s  is  cslablisheO  by  or  (mrsuaiit  to  a  statute  or  by  its 
artu  Ir^  of  a^^m  iation,  or  is  actually  Ii-cate<i  within  the 
C'Uiily.  1^  iln  inril  a  rtsiiicut  of  ilic  ^'HiiriV.  and  ]H.TKmal 
wrvicc  ol  a  summon*  made  wi;hin  the-  county,  ai  jire^cribcd 
by  the  Code,  is  sufficient  (sec.  541 1.  ( )ur  jurisdiction,  there- 
fore, by  Ibis  provuion,  in  the  case  of  •  domestic  cur|x>ra- 
tioB,dc]>«di|intii9oatl»l«cMiaa«ilfamamcaiint]p  of  its 
princ^  plMe  of  faoriBHii  vhelber  \if  force  of  «  special 
•MUite  or  ite  artido  of  aoKidatk»,  or  its  actual  location; 
aad  woondly,  pencnal  Krvice  of  tfae  stunnons  wiihin  the 
flointgr  opon  one  of  tboee  of  il>  oCoen  wbo  may  be  lerved 
oiukr  (he  Cbde  of  CMI  Procedare  wkh  a  wmxean  Id  n 

action  against  it. 

-  riie  provis.ion>  ot  the  Cimstilutioa  in  reference  to  the 

t  (Mioty  (  iHirt  (art  f>.  >pc.  15)  are  broad  cnoui;h  to  permit 
the   1  .ti;i<Iature  to  confer  this  jHiwer   upon   ilic  County 
9  t.'ourt,  a'lii  that  it  is  so  eminently  iiinp-jr  in  ci>ver  ca*es 

«lirt>-larm-  tm^iiiC'-  cnlerpri^-^  arc  cariicl  \n\  within  the 
ciiiin!) ,  ,iiid  ^onv  ot  it>  .  Iiict  ollicers  » ithiu  tli;- county  di- 
nctiii;;  its  jiriruip.il  iittkes,  a]thoU};h  the  principal  "•'ilee 
may  lie  located  in  another  county  (tiemp  vt.  I'ralt,  7  Lfcilv, 
107.  diiKiigwiihim  Landenvj;  Tbe&  L  R.  Co^  S3 1^''  «■> 
450)." 

The  condiudoiui  the  Coait  arrives  at  are  as  fol- 
lows: 

**  Here  the  inriocipal  place  of  busineM  of  the  defendant, 
bjr  lie  actidea  o<  iiioriaiiBii,  and  in  te^  k  lacntod  within 
one  oonMr,  and  the  mubdmuib  wm  not  aened  in 

county.  Tno  coiKhuion  reached  It,  that  tU»  Court  has 
not  jwMlction  over  the  defendant  This  bcinga  «•  to  the 

conclusion  of  the  aeoood  «)ae«tiont  Has  the  defendant 
waived,  or  is  it  precluded  from  raising  the  objection.  The 
plaintiff  insists  that,  the  defendant  having  answered  and  ap- 
peared generally  in  the  action,  although  by  its  ansmrer  it 

raiMMl  the  issue  of  its  residence,  it  cannot  r»ow  nay  it  is  a 
non  resident  o:  the  county,  as  the  Court  could  ac  ]uirr  inris 
diction  of  ihc  detend.mt  'hy  the  s«-rvice  of  the  summons 
ui">n  a  ;,iio|ii  r  olti.  er  ot  ilic  comp.iny  w  ilhiu  the  county, 
wliii-h  couM  not  1»  d.iii!.-  in  ih  ■  i.asc  o:  an  in  livi  Kial 

"  I  am  of  opinion  that  the  alleviation-,  of  the  i  om|il.iint  a> 
to  residence  were  siilln  lent,  ami  a-,  the  defect  oi  which  the 
defendant  complains  rliil  not  ap^war  on  the  face  of  the  com- 
plaint, be  could  uut  demur  (Code,  sec.  48£).    The  objoc- 
•   tion  to  the  juritdiclioo  was,  therefore,  properly  taken 

a answer  (Code,  sec  498) ;  Hotbrook  vt.  Bakrr,  16 
«,  176;  Mayhew  9$.  Robinson,  10  How,  163.5), 
and  waa  not  waived  by  appearance  in  the  action,  and 
an  answer  therein  setting  ap  the  objcctioti  i^ulliv.tn  rr. 
Fnuer,  4  Robt,  6jo;  Whcelock  vs.  I-eo.  ;^  N  \  .  4^7. S). 
In  opposition  to  the  rule  at  common  law.  under  the  Ctxie, 
a  defendant  may  plead  as  many  defenses  as  he  has,  wheth- 
er, as  formerly  denominated,  to  the  jurivliclioii  in  abate 
ment  or  in  bar  n  ode,  sec.  507;  s«ec!  -  Tuttlc,  16  N. 
Y.,  465).  It  foliows.  tberetore,  tiiat  the  general  .i]i)K';irance 
of  the  defendant,  distinctly  by  its  pleailini;  ^iMN.'  notice  of 
its  intention  to  raise  the  qiie->tion  of  jnri^lii  tion,  i<  no 
vaiver.  niirdi>?s  it  jneclude  the  defen  lai.t  tii>m  insisting  on 
the  want  ol  juris<liction  ol  this  Court  jl.anilei^  vs.  The  S.  1. 
R.  Co.,  53  N.  v.,  450;  Davidsburgh  vs.  The  K.  L.  Ins. 
Co.,90N.  v.,  526).  The  cases  cited  by  the  plainlitrs 
coanad  (Faulding  w.  Ilitrd  Idan.  Co.,  £.  D  Smith.  38; 
Ballard  w.  Bamwa,  1  Robt,  ao6;  Okott  vt.  IdcLean.  7; 
N.  v.,  333)  do  not  apply  to  this  case.  An  order  must  K 
entered  ^rantin^  the  motion  of  the  defendant  and  awarding 
a  new  inal.  ami  the  complaint  should  be  dismissed." 

This  case  was  appealed  to  the  (  ieiicnil  Tertn, 
and  the  opinion  of  Jud^e  N'olt  was  tticrc  cited, 
with  approval,  and  ananunously  confirmed. 

Judge  Kott  takes  much  interest  in  secret  benev- 

oleiu  <(ri;.ini/;iti'i;is,  known  88  Masoncn-,  KnijjhLs 
of  Pvthns,  Ititii-petuk-iit  Order  of  OJil  Ftllow.s 
and  the  Ortler  of  United  Frientls,  to  all  of  whicli 
be  has  belonged  for  several  years,  and  is  bel^  in 


high  estimation  by  his  breilircn  of  these  orders.  He 
finds  great  pleasure  in  advancing  their  intetoH^ 
and  his  influence  it  recognised  as  salutary  and 

ad\:iiita^'eiius.  In  1879  he  was  elected  (Iraml 
ClutiKelior  of  the  Knights  of  I'ythias,  and  in  iSMi 
lie  rejircsentetl  the  Grand  Lodge  in  the  Supreme 
I  Lodge.  In  December,  1881,  on  the  oiganixation 
I  of  the  Order  of  United  Friends,  be  was  elected 
Imperial  Chancellor  for  tlie  lerm  of  t\vn  years. 
The  benefits  of  ln>  ailniinisiialion  among  the  be- 
nevolent orders  of  the  United  States  are  generally 
and  warmly  acknowledged. 

In  politics  Judge  Nott  is  a  Democrat  To  this 
par^  ne  gave  his  adlierence  early  in  life,  under  tbe 
conscientious  conviction  in  the  rectitude  of  its 
principles,  though  he  is  willmi;  to  ackimv, lt  i!^'i>  all 
;  real  merit  in  opposing  parties  and  polilicai  oppo- 
nent!, recognizing  the  necessity  of  political  parties 
in  a  government  oiganized  like  oar  own.  While 
be  is  strong  in  bis  political  predilections,  he  is  in 
no  seiise  a  political  bigot.  In  the  discharjie  of 
his  judicial  duties  he  forgets  politics,  partisans, 
and  political  distinction.s,  tieciiling  whatever  mat- 
ters come  before  him  from  the  stand-point  of 
strict  impartiality. 

JihIl,"'  N 'tt  carries  into  soci.il  life  the  amenities 
of  a  gentleman  by  iruu.lion  and  a.s.sc>ciation.  What- 
ever sternness  there  is  in  lii>  nature  is  exiiiiiited  only 
on  the  bench,  and  there  only  as  occ.ision  recpiires. 
In  his  social  relations  he  is  gcniil,  easy  of  ap- 
proach, attached  to  bis  friends,  and  attaches  them 
to  himself  in  those  reciprocal  relations,  always 
ai^reeable  in  i)ri\ate  life.  Judice  Nott  has  been, 
and  still  is,  attached  to  the  cause  of  education,  and 
in  this  respect  is  also  a  very  useful  member  of  so- 
ciety. Sucfa  are  tbe  characteristics  and  such  tbe 
career,  down  to  this  writing,  of  Judge  John  G 
N'ott,  si;t!e;i  Without  embellishment  or  amplifica- 
tion. Keacicts  of  all  classes  will  concede  that  an 
honorable  place  m  the  history  of  Albany  CounQr 
justly  belongs  to  liim. 

KDWARD  J.  MKEG.\N. 

.Mr.  Mf.kgan  possesses  endowments  that  natur- 
ally qualify  him  for  attaining  success  in  his  profes- 
sion, llold,  ardent,  self-reliant,  clear  in  his  con- 
ceptions, with  an  e.ttetisive  knowledge  of  books. 
To  these  qualities  may  be  added  mu«b  iitgeiuiiQr 
and  a  qoick  and  ready  use  of  his  learning  In  the 

trial  and  conduct  of  causes,  united  witli  the  ability 
to  protect  himself  against  the  coup  d'ttai  o{  the  most 
learned  and  experienced  op|K)nent,  and  in  bis 
turn  is  formidable  in  tbe  attack,  quick  in  detecting 
tbe  errors  and  omissions  of  others. 

Thus  e(]uip])eil,  though  quite  yotmg,  he  has 
rcaciicd  till-  head  of  the  junior,  if  not  tiie  senior, 
H.ir  ot  his  n.iti\e  city.     His  siii|;rt||-ir  success  m  tiie 
management  of  imporunt  causes  in  all  of  the  State 
Couru  is  proverbial    Some  of  these  causes  have 
pa.ssed  into  history,  made  interesting  to  the  student 
'  and  practitioner  by  the  new  and  original  points 
which  determine  case-  in  his  favor.    .\s  is  natural 
with  one  of  his  ambition,  he  has  found  in  |>olitic$ 
I  a  sphere  congenial  to  his  tastes,  in  which  he  hu 
I  gained  a  position  of  such  eminence  and  tofloenoe 
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tluii  111-  has  become  a  power  and  a  Icidcr  in  iIr- 
Democratic  party,  to  which  he  gave  his  tu\y  alle- 
giance^ as  ve  sludl  mote  fiilly  see  in  tracing  hU  life 
and  career. 

He  was  bom  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  September  28, 
1S46.  His  parcm>  were  Thomas  and  Sarah  Mee- 
gan,  natives  of  the(.  (»unty  ol'Tyrone,  Irelami,  from 
whence  thqrcame  to  this  countrv  in  1824,  and 
becane  icsidents  of  Boaton,  Mass.  In  x^zb  they 
removed  to  Albany,  where  they  were  highly  re- 
spected, and  there  n^idcd  until  their  di  Mtli. 

Young  Mcegaii  (kvelniKHl  a  love  ol  learning, 
liis  amusement  being  found  in  boolts  and  the 
practical  reading  of  works  apparently  beyond  his 
comprehension.  As  tlie  means  of  his  parents  were 
limited,  lie  «  compelled  to  rely  much  ii]ton  his 
own  resources  in  all.iininic  his  education  ;  thus  liis 
capacit}  was  not  obscured  nur  his  mental  j,'ro\vth 
retarded  by  pampered  indulgence  or  the  want  of 
strong  incentive  to  action.  Accustome<l  to  early 
self-reliance,  lie  entered  the  battle  of  life  to  become 
a  victor. 

At  an  early  a^rc  he  w.ts  placed  at  St.  Josepli's 
Ruisb  School,  Albany,  where  he  wa.s  carefully  and 
profitably  educated.  It  wa.s  in  this  institution  that 
he  gave  indubitable  evidence  that  his  fiitare  life 
would  be  devoted  to  one  of  the  learned  professions. 
Indeed,  one  of  the  dreams  of  hi:^  early  ambition 
was  the  hope  of  becoming  a  lawyer,  and  it  is  pleas- 
ant to  record  the  manner  in  which  those  pleasing 
dreams  became  reali^. 

At  the  early  age  of  thirteen  these  dreams  began 
to  take  the  fivm  of  reality  and  action.  Young  in 
years  but  precocioa>  in  inielle  i,  he  entered  the  law 
oihce  o(  Ethconls  f'^  .Slurla\tnl,  a  highly  res|iecta- 
ble  firm  at  .Albany.  He  at  once  entered  upon  the 
practicable  duties  of  a  legal  clerkship,  learning 
that  detail  of  a  law  \  er's  life  by  witnessing  and,  in  a 
measare,  participating  in  the  most  important  |)art 
of  a  lawyer's  life  and  tluties  in  the  law  office  ;  and 
thus  we  ma\'  say  that  Mr.  .Mceg;in  was,  in  the 
fullest  sense,  bred  to  the  law. 

He  continued  with  this  firm  and  with  Isaac  HA- 
wards,  Esq.,  distinguished  as  theandior of** JS^ 

wartis  on  Bills  and  Nnla,'"  nnd  ■.  Iiiijlilv  approved 
work  on  Baiimcnis,  etc.,  uniil  ins  adinis-iuii  tn  the 
Bar.  This  event  touk  place  in  i.'^67,  as  soun  as  he 
reached  the  con.stitutional  age  of  twenty-one  years. 
He  opened  an  office  at  Albany,  surrounded  by  the 
highest  ulent  and  experience,  and  entered 
ardently  and  self-reliant  into  the  practice  of  his 
profes>ion. 

He  had  passi,-d  wiUi  great  credit  through  the 
teachings  of  his  profe»iun;  his  studentship  was  full 
and  unconditionaL  Ue  gave  to  the  office  in  which 
he  studied  his  entire  time  and  attention — ^much 

more  time  than  the  law  rei.Mnrcs  t^  >  lit  a  student  for 
exaniMi.UMti.  He  read  with  anilntious  fidelity  t<> 
his  calling,  atul  conducted  witli  his  i.wn  haiuN 
many  hundred  cases  through  all  the  intricacies  of 
the  Code ;  so  that  when  he  began  practice  for  him- 
self, young  as  he  was,  he  was  a  traiiu-il  anil  exjM.-ri- 
\  enced  lawyer.    With  these  actsantages,  and  untlag- 

ging  energies,  quickened  by  ambition,  it  is  not 
strange  that  signal  success  at  once  attended  him. 


In  May,   1  S6iy,  lie  was  elected  Itv  the  Common 
I  Council  of  Albany  Corporation  Counsel,  having 
I  then  been  only  two  ytan  at  the  Bar.    Perhaps  no 
higher  compliment  could  be  paid  to  the  talents  of 

the  young  lawyer  than  this.  The  duties  of  the 
cjflice  dcmaiuled  high  abilities,  learning  and  pru- 
dence. Ha|)pily,  both  for  the  city  and  him,  he 
brouglit  to  it  all  these  endowments. 

When  he  commenced  his  official  dolks  there 
were  many  unfinished  suits,  and  be  was  confronted 
by  an  accumulation  of  official  work  that  would 
have  Lm-'cii  alinosl  aiipallmg  even  to  an  older  and 
much  more  experienced  lawyer.  Hut  he  entered 
ardently  and  sagaciously  into  the  work  before  him. 
By  his  executive  ability,  profisssional  skill  and  vigi- 
lance he  savefl  the  <.  ity  over  half  a  million  of  dol- 
lars. This  was  recognized  Ity  the  city  auihonties, 
eliciting  thanks  from  Mayor  Thacher.  .Mr.  Mee- 
gan  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  Corpora- 
tion Counsel  until  April,  1874.  In  the  meantime 
his  other  legal  business  continued  to  increase 
until  few,  if  any,  lawyers  in  the  city  commanded  a 
larger  or  nmre  |irotitable  rlimtage. 

i  He  adopted  no  specialty  in  his  profession,  for 
he  had  prepared  himself  for  a  general  law  practice. 
He  devoted  himself  mostly  to  what  is  known  as 
civil  cases,  but  he  found  in  the  criminal  law  a  field 
of  usefulness  and  profit.  The  success  whii  h  has 
attended  his  career  at  the  liir  is  the  best  deiimn- 
Stration  ol  his  character  and  capacity  as  a  lawyer. 

Mr.  Me^an,  having  relinquished  the  ofiicc  of 
Corporadon  Connsel,  continued  his  practice  with  a 
usefu!  exiKrience  in  the  management  of  ciQr  cases, 
particularly  actions  to  vacate  assessments  for  irrcgu- 
laritv,  etc.  He  w;vs  ret.iineii  in  a  very  large  num- 
Iver  of  these  cases,  and  was  succes-sful  in  e  .  cry  one. 
The  best  e\idence  of  a  lawyer's  career  is  w  hat  he 
d<»es  and  the  results;  we,  therefore,  select  a  few 
from  the  many  cases  conducted  by  Mr.  Meegan  as 
interesting  matter,  not  I  mh  Id  the  profession,  Init  the 
general  reader,  .^'une  of  these  cases  are  largely 
connected  with  the  history  of  the  City  and  County 
of  Albany,  and  are,  therefore,  appropriate  matter 
for  this  worlt.  From  our  limited  space,  however, 
we  can  only  give  a  sufficient  abstract  of  these  ca.ses 
to  put  the  re.id.er  in  possession  ol  the  questions  in- 
volved in  tiieiu.  .uid  a  knowledge  of  the  manner 
in  wiiich  they  were  conducted. 

Peibaps  one  of  the  most  important  and  interest- 
ing cases  conducted  by  Mr.  Meegan  was  that  of 
\Vm.  H.  Keeler,  .Sheriff  of  the  County  of  Albany, 
in  which  the  ailenun  was  nuule  to  take  from  the 
sheriff  the  essential  powers  of  his  olhce ;  in  other 
words,  to  denude  the  office. 

On  May  31,  i88s,  an  act  was  paaed  bf  the 
Legislature  directing  the  SherifT  of  Albany  C^nty 
to  remove  all  the  prisoners  from  the  .\lbany  County 
lail  to  the  .Albany  County  I'cnitentuuy,  designating 
that  uisutution  as  the  County  Jail  of  .Albany 

I  County,  making  the  keeper  of  tlie  said  penitentiary 
the  jailer  of  the  said  county.'  He  was  to  beap- 

I  i>oinied  by  the  joint  b<wd  of  the  SupervisoiB  of  the 
couiitv  ,ind  the  Mayor  and  Recorder  of  the  City  of 

I  .Albany.     The  said  Superintendent  was  to  ha\e  the 

1  custody  and  control  of  all  persons  conhned  in  the 
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pettitcntiarv,  the  same  .ts  the  sherifTof  the  county 
VOUld  have  were  the  law  noi  ciiattcil,  and  no 
jailer  could,  therefore,  be  ap|>oinled  by  the  shcrilf. 

This  act  was  a  strange  innovation  upon  the 
rights  and  powers  of  the  sheriff,  inasnuah  as  the 
control  and  charge  of  the  prisoners  in  the  county 
have  been  for  centuries  the  prerogative  of  the 
sheriff. 

Wm.  l\.  Keeler  was  elected  in  November,  1882, 
and  entered  upon  the  duties  of  his  office  January 
If  i88«,  restricted  by  the  act  to  which  we  have 
Blinded. 

The  act  had  been  pronounced  CDn-vtitutiona!  by 
many  Icailiiig  ineinl>ers  dt  the  I5ar.  but  Mr.  Kceler 
decided  tti  test  ti;c  in.itler  tlion niLjhlv.  ALLi^nl- 
ingly,  onjanuai}'  1,  1883,  he  addres^-d  Mr.  Mee- 
gan  a  letter,  reqacsdnff  him  to  give  him  hiji  written 
opinion  as  to  the  validity  of  the  act  Mr.  Meegan 
pre|)aretl  an  opinion,  in  which  he  elaborately  re- 
viewed the  law  lunching  the  c.isc,  <<>mini;  tu  the 
decision  that  the  act  was  unconstitutmnal.  This 
opinion  was  generally  acknowledged  h\  the  liar  to 
be  singularly  learned  and  exhaustive,  and  added 
largely  to  the  reputation  of  its  author  as  a  learned  and 
critic  i!  lawyer.  As  a  legal  dix-utncnt  it  is  prolific  in 
th«>ugiit,  strong  in  argument— a  condensation  of  a 
vast  number  of  authorities  to  a  single  focal  point, 
and  that  the  evident  unconadtutionaU^-  of  the  act. 
Strengthened  bjr  this  opinion,  Mr.  KMler  invoked 

the  aid  of  the  courts.  Litigation  followed,  result- 
ing in  a  decision  declaring  the  law  unconstitutional 
and  void. 

It  was  a  signal  triumph  both  for  the  sherifi  and 
his  counsel.  The  case  created  intense  interest, 
and  Mr.  Meegan  undertook  it  with  the  prevailing 
opinion  of  the  Bar  against  him.  It  is  a  case  <rf 
historic  interest,  reported  a>  7'/f  /'(  .</./.•  ex  reL  Mc- 
£iven  \s.  Kcehr,  29  Hun's  Rr  j.  irN.  173. 

Another  case  of  equal  ni;  h  s!  .m  l  importance 
was  that  o(  The  vs.  James  M.  JJcmpsey  eial., 

involving  the  constitationaJitjr  of  chapter  533  of  die 
Laws  ot  1881,  amending,'  the  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure in  regard  to  the  niclliod  of  selecting  Grand 
Jnrors  in  Albany  County. 

Grand  jurors  were  annually  selected  by  the  Su- 
pervisors of  Cbanties  under  die  Revised  Statutes 
(3d  '^■t'l  eil,  1015:  3d  R.  S.,  7th  ed.,  2558). 

The  ainendijient  of  the  Code  to  which  we  have 
referred  changed  the  method  of  scIectinLr  .i^ranvl 
jurors  in  Albany  County,  providing  that  the  Re- 
corder of  the  Cty  ol  Albany  perform  the  dndes 
imposed  upon  the  Town  Qerk,  Supervisor  and 
Assessor  01  Towns  in  r^rd  to  the  drawing  of 
grand  jurors,  instead  of  drawing  the  .said  jurors 
under  the  provisions  of  the  Revised  Statutes.  The 
change  was  sweeping,  completely  revolutionising 
the  grand  Junr  system,  so  fsr  as  Albany  Coun^ 
was  concerned. 

It  provides  that  the  grand  jurors  in  Albany 
County  shall  be  drawn  from  the  |>ctit  jurors' bo.x, and 
that  the  names  of  the  proposed  petit  jurors  are  se- 
lected, not,  as  heretofore,  by  the  seventeen  Super- 
visors, bat  hf  the  Recorder  of  the  Gty  of  Albany. 
The  'j^nnA  \nry,  as  organized  under  this  act,  found 
an  indictment  agamst  Jaines  M.  Dcnipscy  et  al. 


for  an  alleged  violation  of  the  Election  laws.  Mr. 

!  Meegan  was  retained  to  defend.  This,  like  the 
Keeler. case,  created  great  interest.  It  involved  an 
elaborate  study  of  a  large  number  of  authorities. 
Meegan  tooJt  nie  ground  that  the  Code,  as  amended 
by  chapter  532  of  the  Laws  of  1881,  so  fiurasU 
aiTected  the  City  and  County  of  Albany,  is  in  con- 
flict with  the  Constitution,  as  amended  November 
3,  1874.  Article  3  of  section  18  ot  the  Constitu- 
tion provides  that  "  the  Legislature  shall  not  pass 
a  private  or  local  bill  in  any  of  the  following  cases : 
•  •  •  •  *  selecting,  drawhig> 
summoning  or  im|>aneling  grand  <>r  petit  iiiror>. " 

The  case  was  ably  and  learnedly  conducted  by 
the  District  Attorney,  but  it  resulted  in  an  order  ot 

I  the  Court  declaring  the  indictment  void  and  of  no 
effect,  on  the  grounds  of  uncoastitutioaaiity. 

'  From  this  order  an  appeal  was  taken  by  the  Dis- 

I  irict  .Xttomey  to  itic  Supreme  Court  A  motion 
made  by  .Mr.  Meegan  tor  a  di.>mi^>al  ot  this  appeal 
was  successful  His  arguments  in  the  different  and 
difficult  pinses  of  this  case  were,  by  common  con- 
sent, pronounced  masieriy  effoftau  A  report  of  the 
case  will  be  found  in  66  Howard^  Pr.  Reps.,  371, 
and  65  Howard's  Pr,  Reps.,  365;  wi'l  be  found  in 
Pt'itfJe  vs.  Duff — ^Judge  WestbriMjk's  ttpinion. 

In  the  case  of  The  People  vs.  Pctroi,  indicted 
for  grand  larceny  in  September,  1881,  b^  a  grand 
jury  organized  under  the  amendment  of  the  Ccxle 
to  which  we  referred  in  the  fori  -'o-nf^  case,  Mr. 
Meegan,  in  con<lucting  the  c.i^e  lor  tiie  accused, 
intcrp<jsed  the  same  defense  of  unconstitutionality 
that  he  did  in  the  case  of  Dempsij  et  al,,  and  with 
the  same  results.  The  Laws  of  1881  amendiitg  the 
Code  were  declared  unconstitutional  (65  Howard's 
Pr..  59).  The  question  was  again  ratsea  in  the  case 
of  The  Pcnf'Ii-  \s.J/ooi;hliuil,  67  Howard  s  Pr.  Reps., 
25^1.  judge  .Andrews,  as  will  he  seen  by  consult- 
ing page  2:,^.  e\]ire.s>es  the  >tr  >ngest  disapprobBi- 

tion  of  the  Court  at  longer  tolerating  »  9flum  SO 
directly  in  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  the  Ccm- 

stitulion  as  that  pro\  ided  by  the  amendment  of  the 
C'ode  to  which  we  have  referred. 

In  1872  Mr.  Meegan  had  charge  of  the  defense 
in  the  celebrated  case  of  The  People  ex  reLEdmuitd 
L.  Judsem  agst  George  H.  Dtaeher,  involving  the 
title  to  the  office  of  Slayor  of  the  City  of  Albany. 
Tfie  trial  of  the  case  resulted  in  a  verdict  for  the 
ilefendant.  .-\n  appt-.tl  to  the  Court  of  .\p[>tMls  re- 
sulted in  an  order  for  a  new  trial,  but,  pending  the 
new  trial,  Mr.  Thacher  resigned,  having  smed 
twenty  months  of  his  two  years. 

In  1882  Mr.  Meegan  was  retained  for  the  de- 
fense in  anr»ther  contest  over  the  olTice  of  Mayor  of 
the  City  of  Albany,  that  of  7'/iv  Ptv/k  ex  reJ.  John 
Sivinburne  vs.  Michael  X»l<in.  A  long  litigadon 
followed,  but,  af^er  holding  the  office  fifteen 
montin,  Nolan  resigned,  and  Swinburne  served  the 
remainder  of  the  two  years'  term.  These  cases  are 
so  fresh  in  the  recollection  of  the  public  that  a 
minute  description  of  them  is  unnecessary. 

Perhaps  no  case  which  has  occurred  in  Albany 
for  yeare  has  created  so  much  interest  as  that  of 

I'he  Petif'le  vs.  Fnmk  R.  Shrnn'n.  It  arose  out 
,  oi  the  defalcation  of  Deputy  blalc  Treasurer  l'hci|>s. 
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When  his  case  was  brought  to  trial,  Shcrwin  was 
subpcenaed  as  a  witness,  and  refiised  to  attend,  and 
for  sach  refusal  was  indicted.  Under  the  provis- 
ions (if  tho  Statulo  rtMuk'rini;  it  iinlir table  for  every 
person  sul)|)ti  ii.ieti  in  .i  lasu  like  that  of  Phelps 
guil^  of  willful  iliMilHilii  iue  of  thf  >iil.ini 
diall  be  guilty  of  a  criminal  offense  and  a  inisiie- 
meanor. 

One  of  the  points  raised  by  the  derenae  was  tliat 
it  was  not  shown  that  Shcrwin  willltilly  and  inten- 
ti.  HI, illy  disobeyed  the  suhpcuna,  that  ilic  liur.kn 
of  dispelling  every  possible  reason  whii  h  mi^'lit  lie 
rsgiraed  \xf  the  court  as  good  or  othcrw  i>c'  i<  t  the 
non-atteodance  of  the  witness  rested  with  the  pros- 
ecution. Mr.  Meegan  took  no  {Mut  in  the  trial, 
which  resulteil  in  the  conviction  of  Shenvin,  and  to 
a  sentence  of  one  year  in  the  penitentiary  and  a 
fine  of  two  hiindreti  and  fifty  dollars.  This  was  on 
December  38,  1883.  Oa  Jaouanrjo,  1884,  Mr. 
Meegao  was  retained.  Wm.  M.  Evtftii;  Wm.  A. 
Beech,  Gen.  Tremain  and  J.  Thomas  Sjiriggs 
had  been  in  the  case  at  different  stages.  At  the 
urgent  solicitatidn  (if  liie  delcnd.iiit,  Mr.  Mee,L;.in 
accepted  a  retainer  for  the  purpusc  of  avoiding  his 
sentence  upon  procuring  bail,  etc. 

Then  began  a  saccesnon  of  motions  and  appli- 
cations in  various  forms,  numberless  arguments  be- 
fore the  judges  of  the  Su]ireme  Court;  at  length  the 
indomitable  counsel  priKureU  stays  of  the  sentence 
and  had  Sherwin  admitted  to  bail  in  the  sum  of 
13,000. 

Mr.  Meegan  had  to  impeach  the  indictments; 

but  ns  there  were  two  \\\<f\^  i»f  guilty,  he  could  ob- 
l.i'.n  no  relief  for  his  i  lient  unless  he  could  nhow 
cause  in  tin-  record.  He  spent  many  months  in 
diligent  and  unremitting  labor  on  the  case,  and  at 
last  succeeded  in  releasing  his  dient  on  bail  until 
the  final  dedflioin  of  the  appeal,  which  is  pend- 
ing. 

l'"ew  lawyers  have  been  mure  sunessful  in  i  riii- 
dsing  and  analyzing  indictments  than  .Mr.  Meegan, 
and  when  his  objecti  ons  w  ere  overruled  in  the  Oyer 
and  Terminer,  they  have  been  sustained  in  the  Ap- 
pellate Courts. 

In  tlie  celebrated  ca.se  of  the  P>:ople  vs.  Diiim\ 
indicted  for  mayhem,  the  District  .\ttorney  had 
followed  the  form  in  Wharton,  but  omitted 
the  words  "on  purpose."  Although  the  in- 
dictment contained  every  other  element  of  the  0^ 
lenses,  it  was  tjuaslied. 

In  another  very  important  case,  tJiat  of  the 
P<'of>le  vs.  Giissinrk,  indicted  for  burglary,  Mr. 
Meegan,  for  the  defendant,  succeeded  in  quashing 
the  indictment  on  an  ingenious  point  after  an  elab- 
orate and  well-sustained  argument 

The  cases  which  Mr.  Meegan  has  conducted  are 
too  numerous  to  1)C  even  nu  ntioned  In  tlieir  titles 
for  want  of  space.  cxajuinalion  of  his  briefs 
proves  them  to  be  copious  and  learned  legal  pro- 
ducticHis  and  their  author  an  adroit  and  skillful 
legal  logician,  capable  of  the  most  patient  and  per- 
severing ener^'v  an<l  research,  which  no  difficulties 
can  balllc,  n>  i  embarrassments  perplex,  no  amount 
of  professional  labor  fatigue  or  discourage.  As  a 
forensic  speaker,  he  is  always  calm;  methodical  in 


the  arrangement  of  his  matter;  terse,  vigorous  and 
pointed  in  bis  phraseology,  and  acctuate  in  the 
choice  of  his  words.    It  would  be  strange  indeed 

if  a  ]ifrs<in  of  Mr.  Meegan's  jjrofessional  and  social 
sttnding  and  ardent  mind  should  keep  aloof  from 
politics.  He  is  a  Democrat,  thoroughly  imbued 
with  Uie  belief  that  I  he  principles  of  l3emocracy 
should  prevail.  In  the  advocacy  of  those  prin- 
ciples, he  has  brought  to  bear  that  intellectual 
strength,  that  singular  versatility  and  imperturb- 
.d>le  energy  which  characterixe  his  pioMnioaal 

career. 

Before  reaching  bis  majority,  he  ezhibtled  the 
qualities  of  an  accompli-shed  politician. 

When  he  was  twenty-one  j-ears  ol  age,  he  as- 
sumed the  leader.ship  of  one  of  the  wings  of  the 
Democratic  |>arty  in  .\ibany,  and  in  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  political  contest  that  followed,  he  took 
the  place  of  one  of  the  most  skilled  and  distin- 
guished politicians  of  the  State^  Peter  Oagger,  in 
whiih  he  has  sustained  himself  with  oonaummate 

abilitv  and  skill. 

Without  attempting  any  description  of  his  po- 
litical career,  we  may  say  witli  truth  that  he  has 
exhibited  on  several  occasions  the  &ct  that  he  is  a 
power  in  politics,  by  no  means  local,  but  felt 
throughout  the  State.  Yet  he  is  still  a  young  man. 
His  siiLtess  as  a  iiolitician  has  nut  been  at  the  ex- 
pense of  his  prole-siiin,  to  which  he  subordinates 
politics  and  everything  that  can  encumber  the 
growth  of  his  professional  reputation.  But  his 
success  and  distfncdon  in  politics  may  (airly  be 
considered  as  the  stepping  stone  to  the  highest  po- 
litical honors  whenever  he  shall  enter  the  political 
arena  to  contend  for  them. 

Having  thus  described  Mr.  Meegan  as  he  stands 
before  the  public,  as  a  lawyer  and  politician,  it 
remains  f<  >r  us  to  say  a  few  words  in  regard  to  his 

position  in  private  life. 

On  the  fifth  of  June,  i^;*^.  he  was  united  by 
marriage  to  .Miss  Kate  E.  W'eleli,  of  .Albany. 

This  union  was  a  happy  one,  and  the  domestic 
relations  of  Mr.  Meegan  may  be  said  to  have  been 
truly  enviable.  But  on  the  loth  of  January,  1884, 
after  the  enjovnienl  of  less  than  six  years  of  wed- 
ded happiness,  lie  snlVered  an  irreparable  loss  in 
the  death  of  his  w  ii'e. 

As  a  citizen  Mr.  Meegan  occupies  a  high  position, 
possessing  those  attractive  endowments  which 
render  liim  a  pli-asing  and  instnictive  comjianion. 
A  large  and  admirably  selecte*!  librar)'  affords  him 
ample  intellectual  aliment  and  the  giatiilcaiioa  of 
a  cultured  hteraiy  taste. 

HENRY  SMITH. 

Hf-SKV  .SjiiTH  was  born  in  Cobleskill,  li  .harie 
County,  N.  V'.,  March  14,  i^i^.  His  father, 
Thomas  Smith,  was  for  a  long  time  at  the  head  of 
the  Schoharie  Bar,  and  afterward  he  wai  a  diatin* 
guished  member  of  the  Albany  Bar. 

His  son,  Henry,  like  many  other  distinguished 
legists  and  advocates,  laid  the  foundation  of  his 
education  in  tlie  common  or  district  schools, 
which,  humble  as  they  were,  have  attached  to  them 
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memories  uid  aiBodations  tbat  touLh  the  heart 
and  briog  up  tjrmpatlues  in  die  mii^d  of  manr  an 
occupant  of  placet  of  disdnction  and  honor.  In  a 
word,  thoy  were  and  are  die  cornerstone  of  cor  8y.s- 

len>  < 't  education. 

(Jiie  xl  tlie  principal  Itodks  used  in  the  lointnon 
scliouU  at  Uiat  time  was  Liudley  Murray's  Knglisli 
BLeader,  atUl  remembered  for  the  purity,  elegance 
and  taste  of  its  diction,  the  versatility,  elevation 
anil  excellence  of  its  matter.  It  was,  pcrhaiis,  ilie 
study  iif  tills  wi.rk  tint  gave  Smith  thestrnnic,  per- 
spicuous, atHueiu  sl\le  that  characlerizi  1  "r.il 
and  written  prmiuctions. 

What  be  could  not  learn  in  the  district  iicliool  he 
studied  widi  success  under  the  tuition  of  his  fiither. 
At  length  he  entered  the  academy  at  Ksperance,  N'. 
Y.,  at  the  iiead  nf  which  was  a  scholarly,  thoufjh 
soniew  hat  eccentric,  Scotch  gentleman  of  the  name  j 
of  Wm.  McLaren.  He  was  particularly  gifted  in  the  | 
art  of  imputing  instruction  by  a  thorottfpi,  practical  j 
di-scijiline.  Young  Smith,  w  ho  was  a  favorite  with 
him,  accjuired  tlK>se  stli'ilarh  habit.s,  tievotion  to 
study,  anil  the  knou  luiij^  ].■>  ,'.  to  study,  which  was 
of  such  advantage  to  him  in  lile.  lie  w-.a.H  untiring 
in  bis  devotion  to  books,  and  his  tcnai  inu.s  memo- 
ry took  the  impression  of  what  he  read,  like  char- 
acters made  in  softened  steel,  hardening  when  the 
p.ige  w  as  closed,  so  tliat  be  nevcT  lost  me  thought 
or  Uicmc  of  an  author. 

Young  Smith  first  conceived  the  idea  <;tf  becom- 
ing a  merdumt ;  accordingly  ,  in  1844,  he  went  to 
Detroit,  Mich.,  where  he  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a 
hardware  store  :  luit  whatever  hours  of  leisure  he 
had  were  devoted  to  his  Uooks,  and  he  wa.s  em- 
phatically a  Student  and  a  man  of  business.  He 
soon  beoune  convinced  that  be  did  not  possess  tlie 
requisite  qualities  for  a  successful  merchant,  and 
rcflei  tion  brought  to  him  the  consciousness  that  he 
was  heller  iiualilied  to  enter  the  profession  of  whiih 
his  rath<  t     is  a  disiini.;uished  mendd-i. 

After  remaining  at  Detroit  a  year  he  returned 
home  and  entered  Ids  father's  office  as  a  student 
at  law.  Few  atndents  lead  law  as  closely,  as 
systematically  and  as  saccessfully  as  did  young 
Smith  ;  he  loved  the  quaint  style,  the  meta- 
physical subtleties  of  tlie  early  black-letter  law- 
writers,  and  the  pages  of  Uracton,  Briton,  Fleta, 
GUnville  and  Coke-LitUeton  became  lamiliar  to 
him. 

Kighteen  montlis  j.i-vpi!  awav  in  this  entire  de- 
votion to  situdy,  and  then,  although  hut  eii;iitcen 
years  of.ige,  he  applied  for  ailmission  to  the  .Sc  ho- 
harie Court  of  Common  Plea&  On  the  loih  of  j 
June,  1847,  he  passed  a  critical  and  successful  ex- 
amination and  was  admitted  to  practice  as  an  at  ' 
tomey  of  the  court  Immediately  after  attaining 
his  majority  he  was  admitted  to  the  .Supreme  Court, 
and  entered  zealously  into  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession atCobleskill.  In  the  autumn  of  1854  Mr. 
Smith  received  the  nomination  for  county  judge  of 
Schoharie  County  from  the  Whig  part>-,  to  which  he 
had  given  bis allegiaiK-e.  His  [>arty,  howe  .er,  \\  .i> 
lanBTely  in  the  minority,  and  lie  w.vs  of  course  de-  1 
feated,  but  (he  large  vote  he  received  was  a  flatter* 
ing  testimonial  of  his  popularity.  j 


The  talents,  industry  and  energy  of  the  young 
lawyer  brought  an  abundant  reward,  and  he 
soon  attained  a  high  rank  at  the  Schoharie  Bar. 

His  practice  sckmi  extended  into  ailjoining  counties, 
and  his  clientage  became  so  large  and  important 
that  he  decided  upon  a  larger  sphere  of  action, 
and  in  February,  1857,  he  removed  to  Albany. 

By  this  decision  he  was  conscious  that  he  was 
entering  a  legal  arena  famous  in  the  annals  of  the 
State — a  bar  composed  of  strong,  expert,  elegant 
.md  at  I  oiiiplisli<  vl  la\v\  ers.  Hut  he  had  already 
de\  eloped  abilities  upon  which  be  felt  he  could 
rel)  for  sncocas  in  the  brilliant  fidd  of  labor  be  bad 
selected. 

Physically,  he  was  of  stalwart  mold,  his  mental 

structure  was  strong  and  vigorous,  .uid  his  encrgv 
and  determination  were  as  boundless  as  his  ambi- 
tion. If  he  did  not  leap,  Palias-like.  into  full  pro- 
fessional honors  and  success,  he  reached  them  by 
safe  and  sure  approadies.   To  fiidlitate  him  in 

this,  \\c  posses.sed  what  mav  be  catle*!  a  k-gal  mind 
and  method;  an  oratory  at  oni  e  bold,  higenious 
and  persua-sivc ;  the  suavity  of  his  maimer,  the 
equable  fairness  and  honor  in  whicla  he  conducted 
his  practice  won  for  him  the  friendship  and  esteem 
of  lus  brethren  of  the  Bar.  That  success  should  )>e 
the  result  of  these  endowments  must  be  considered 
almost  a  matter  of  course.  Profrssional  ri\alry, 
envy,  and  the  hate  of  defeated  suitors  and  politiod 
antagonists  might,  and  did,  doubtless,  as  they  ever 
do^  magnify  those  errors  and  faults  which  Mr.  Smith 
shared,  in  common  with  mankind. 

He  It'  lU^ht  ti  1  the  Bar  a  drastic,  physical 
strength  that  enabled  him  toendure  the  most  ardent 
and  exhausting  labors.  The  examination  of  his 
cases  was  dMe  and  criticaL  He  firmly  rested 
upon  tfie  result  of  his  conclusions  concerning  them, 

and  never  willingly  relinquished  their  advocacy 
until  the  linal  and  authoritative  judgments  of  the 
court  were  pronounced  u(>on  them.  He  also 
brought  to  them  a  careful,  independent,  keen  dis- 
crimination, a  quick  and  ready  use  of  his  learning. 
Wit  and  humor,  ridicule  and  invective^  heemplogred 
as  circumstances  required. 

He  liquid  on  the  most  exciting  occasion  be  calm 
and  self-possessed,  but  it  was  the  calmness  of  stem 
iMobw,  persistent  and  tenacious  in  its  trimnpht 
over  passion  and  irriubiliQr.  His  first  law  partner 
after  cominfr  to  Albany  was,  we  believe,  Mr.  Hugh 
W  McClellan.  He  was  for  a  time  a  partner  with 
Kil\v.ir>!  .Vewci.mb,  Ksq.  In  1 864  the  famous  firm 
oi  Siiiitli,  Bancroft  &  Moak  was  formed,  which  ex- 
isted until  the  time  of  Mr.  Bancroft's  dcatii,  early 
in  1880.  After  die  death  of  Mr.  Bancroft,  the  firm 
was  known  as  Smith,  Moak  &  Buchanan,  Mr.  B. 
having  been  pre\  iously  made  a  member  of  the  firm. 
Like  most  la\v  \  ers,  he  hail  anilntion  fur  |)olilical 
success,  and  he  earl\  gave  his  allegiance  to  the  old 
historic  Whig  part> ,  so  grand,  we  had  aimoM  said 
"so  sublime  in  the  lustre  of  the  great  names  that 
sustained  it"  The  allegiance  he  gave  it  came 
warm  from  the  depth--  of  his  heart.  His  first  .irreat 
political  sorrow  c-ame  to  hini  while  yet  a  youth 
witii  tlie  defeat  of  his  ideal  of  ,dl  tli.a  was  illustri* 
ous  in  American  statewnansbip,  lleury  Clay. 
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In  1856,  after  the  dismemberment  of  the  Whig 
party  by  its  divisions  on  the  question  of  slaveiy, 
the  kepublicaapar^  came  into  existence,  and  Mr. 
SmMi  It  once  joined  hia  politicd  Ibrtnnea  to 
giving  it  bis  influence  and  laboring  diligently  for 
it5  success,  and  he  soon  became  one  of  its  recog- 
nized leiders  in  tlie  City  mid  County  ul' Albany. 

Although  in  that  exciting  period  of  our  history 
he  entered  ardently  into  the  politicai  arena,  he  did 
not  Ibiget  that  success  in  his  profession  was  the 
I>atamount  object  of  his  Hfe.  Perhaps  we  may  say 
that  he  only  sought  poliUcs  as  a  relaxation  from 
his  professional  cares  and  labors,  and  thus  be 
never  permitted  the  lawyer  to  be  lost  in  die  poli- 
tician. 

In  t86a  Mr.  Smith  received  die  nomination  for 

Congress  in  the  Fourteenth  District.  This,  how- 
ever, w.ts  tuerelv  coinphmenlary,  .is  tiic  Deinocrat- 
ii:  nnjority  in  the  district  was  overwhelming.  In 
1865,  and  for  several  years  previous,  the  Democrats 
had  controlled  the  office  of  District  Attorney  in  the 
County  of  Albany.  In  the  fall  of  that  year  Mr. 
Smith  was  nominated  for  District  Attorney  by  the 
Republicans,  and  after  an  unusually  hot  contest  he 
was  elected  by  a  small  majority.  As  has  well  been 
said,  "  The  duties  of  this  responsible  office  were 
dischai;ged  by  Mr.  Smith  to  toe  entire  satislacti<m 
of  the  commnnity,  and  with  much  success.  His 
administration  was  signalized  by  a  notable  increase 
in  the  number  of  convictions  for  grave  crimes. 
Through  his  efforts  a  severe  blow  was  dealt  to  the 
criminal  daaaes^  in  high  as  well  as  low  places.  On 
the  31st  of  December,  t868,  he  was  succeeded  by 
that  distinguished  lawyer,  Rufns  W.  Peckham,  Jr. 
Inthe.iutumn  of  1S66,  while  discharging  the  du- 
ties iif  District  Att<jrncy,  he  was  nominated  by  the 
Republicans  of  Albany  for  Member  of  Assembly. 
Thoqgh  the  Democratic  majority  in  the  county 
was  var  hige,  and  the  pnMq>ect  of  his  election 
quite  dmrfotis,  yet  he  was  elected  by  the  very  flat- 
tering majority  of  564  votes."  This  circumstance 
ijufficicntly  attests  the  popularity  of  Mr.  Smith.  He 
took  his  seat  in  the  Legislature  Januar}-  i,  1867. 
The  Republicans  had  a  huge  majority  in  the  Uousei, 
and  Edmund  T«  Pitts,  of  Orleans  County,  was 

clectC'!  S]iv>.k:T.  In  recognition  of  Mr.  Sinith's 
abilities,  iie  was  jilaced  second  on  the  two  most 
important  standing  committees  of  the  House — the 
Ways  and  Means  and  the  Judiciary  Committees. 
To  the  duties  of  these  committees  Mr.  Smith 
brought  talents  and  acquirements  that  rendered 
him  one  of  the  most  useful  and  successful  mcm- 
l)ers  :  but  ihev  also  brought  a  vast  amount  of  labor, 
research  and  patience.  An  examination  of  the 
various  committee  reports  of  which  he  was  dw  an- 
tfaor  It  the  best  evidence,  perhaps,  of  the  manner 
in  which  he  dischaigedhis  legislative  dnttea^  and  il 

cmnot  l)e  denied  that  he  stood  foremost aflKM^tfae 
able  orators  who  occupied  seats  in  this  Legislature. 

In  1868  he  was  nominated  for  a  member  of  the 
constitutional  convention  from  Albany,  but  was 
defeated. 

Such  was  the  increase  of  his  professional  duties, 
that  he  was  obliged  to  devote  himself  with  unre- 
mitting seal  to  his  cUenti^  and  it  is  said  that  he 


had  decided  in  his  own  mind  to  abandon  politics 
forever.  But  in  the  fall  of  1871  he  was  persuaded 
to  accept  the  nomination  for  member  of  Assembly 
fiom  the  Second  Assembly  District  of  Albany,  and 

,  was  elected  by    a    hjijhly    respect-nMe  nvajnrity. 

!  The  legislative  session  oi>ened  [anuaiv  2,  1S72. 
Mr.  Smith  was  witli  great  unanimity  brought  for- 
ward as  a  candidate  for  Speaker.  In  the  Republican 
caucus,  hdd  Jannaiy  8,  he  was  nominated  for 
this  important  office  and  the  next  day  was  dected. 

Mr.  Smith '5  address  on  taking  the  .SpeaUtcrs  cbafar  was  re- 
){ai'(led  aii  a  model  inaugural.  I(  was  liberal  and  stalesnian- 
like;  with  no  Ilrt•ten^ioIls  to  eloquence,  it  wa^  the  cmt>«limcnt 
of  eloi|ueriLC  ;  though  condcnsctl  and  I  rict,  it  \v.^^  .iinplcand 
rxplicit,  and  withal,  it  had  in  it  much  of  that  magical  viva- 
city winch  enlivened  all  hta  pohlk  addfOMt and  eBtnsd 

into  his  conversation. 

"Every  rieht-mindcd  legislator,"'  he  s.xid,  •'imi^;  be 
deeply  and  WKmnly  impressed  with  the  awful  re>pon!>ibilit]r 
wluea  rots  upoa  hua  here ;  and  while  It  requires  the  exer> 
die  of  the  very  beat  abiU^,  it  aho  nquires  that  it  ibooM  be 
esetcbcd  with  puritaTi  and  with  •  mw  deriie  I0  tiw  pabUB 
good;  party  comMeratioiu,  politieid  eonrfderatiaiu,  pri. 
vate  connderations,  every  consideration  must  be  naide 
subaenrient  to  the  common  good  of  ail,  and  I  feel  aanred 
that  we,  as  a  body,  realize  these  things,  and  that  no  man 
here  will  permit,  in  a  direct  or  indirect  manner,  his  judg 
ment  to  be  affected,  or  himself  to  he  swerved  in  the  slij;htc>t 
degree.  To  make  laws  is  the  highest  and  most  rcs|winsilile 
duty  ever  undertaken  dy  man.  \\V  .iic  cillcd  here  as  law- 
'  m«k(  i>  ;  li't  us  s»-e  In  ii  tli.il  \vr  rii.ikrsuch  l.iw«a5  shall  tend 
to  the  [iniei  liiin  ,iinl  Mcllurf  ut  tin.'  [rCfipli/  ot  this  Stale." 

In  apjKiinting  st.m^ling  committees  he  exhibited 
his  high  appreciation   of   worth  and  ability  by 
appointing  several  of  the  most  pronounced  Demo- 
crats.   As  an  instance,  he  appointed  Mr.  Jacobs, 
of  Kings,  on  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
J  and  he  gave  the  Hon.  David  R  Hill,  of  Chemung, 
J  a  place  on  the  Judiciary  ('oniniittcf.    Otla  r  IcM  ling 
j  Democrats  were  lilierally  remembered  in  making 
up  committees. 

We  cannot  follow  Mr.  Smitli's  career  as  Speaker 
through  this  remarkably  important  legislative  ses- 
sion. Suffice  it  to  s.iyi  it  was  characterized  by  a 
high  degree  of  ability,  and  in  all  its  details  he  ex- 
hibited the  qualities  of  an  accomplished  parlia- 
mentarian. The  session  closed  May  14*  1873, 
and  with  it  the  public  political  zareei  of  Mr.  Smidi. 

Having  thus  briefly  described  Mr.  Smith  a 
legislator,  we  shall  now  tnne  a  little  farther  his 
career  at  the  bar  in  his  maturer  \  e.irs,  as  we  have 
already  described  him  as  a  young  lawyer.  In  the 
contests  of  the  bar  be  was  frequently  defeated ;  bat 
he  never  lost  a  came  by  inattention  or  neglect 
Charles  O'Conor  once  remarked  that  "the  lawyer 
who  won  one-half  the  caiist-s  committed  to  him 
must  be  regarded  as  eminently  successful."  Judg- 
ing Mr.  Smith  by  this  standard,  we  must  say  that 
he  has  been,  and  eminendy  successful  He 
never  lost  a  cause  by  inattention,  neglect,  or  from 

the  want  of  a  full  undenitanding  of  the  law  and 
&cts  of  the  case.  One  strong  characteristic  was 
his  lucid,  conci.se  and  suggestive  manner  of  Stating 
fiu:ts  to  the  jur^-.  This,  in  ofieniDg  a  aat,  is  e»> 
sentially  eflecbve.  According  to  Lord  Erakine's 
view,  a  cause  skillfully  opened  to  a  jury  is  already 

I  half  tried.    Perhaps  the  ^eatest  strengtl)  of  Mr. 

I  Smith  at  mti  frms  was  his  manner  of  eiamining 
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and  cross  cxaminini:  witnesses,  cncdally  the  m.in- 
ner  in  which  he  conducted  the  utter.  Whatever 
power  and  efTect  there  may  be  in  a  skillful  and 
eloquent  address  to  the  Jury— 4nd  there  is  much — 
■till  it  must  yield  to  the  dTect  of  «a  ingenious 
cross-examinitiMn.  It  is  one  of  the  most  ilifTicuIt 
and  inijuTtint  liutics  which  an  advocate  tan  per- 
funn  :  ii  it  ijuin-s  .1  knowledge  of  human  nature, 
quick  sensibilities  in  discerning  the  characteristics  of 
a  witness,  and  a  subtle  discrimination  in  detecting 
his  peculiarities.  When  not  founded  on  materials 
of  contradiction,  to  obtain  some  information  which 
the  witness  w,iul(l  Ik-  uilling  to  give,  it  proceeds 
on  die  assuniptiun  that  the  party  interrogated  has 
sworn  an  untruth,  which  he  may  be  compdled  or 
induced  10  vary.  Bat  it  it  often  the  meaiM  by 
which  good  and  tnistwortfay  evidence  is  mischiev- 
ously weakened  or  dc-irnneil.  In  this  branch  of 
practice  Mr.  Smith  was  enniiciitly  ellectivc,  pos- 
sessing the  power  of  reading  the  thoughts  of  a 
witness,  of  anticipating  his  answers,  of  ascertaining 
his  peculiarities,  his  subterfuges,  and  finally  ^ 
drawing  forth  from  unwilling  witnesses  facts  which 
they  struggled  har<l  to  conceal.  His  cross  exam- 
ination, like  James  T.  Hrady's,  had  the  talisnianic 
power  of  bringing  truth  out  of  fiilsebood,  and  of 
often  showing  dishonest  suitors  and  witneSMS  the 
fbree  of  the  ffible  adan^  "  Be  ye  luie  that  your 
rins  will  find  you  out" 

Mr.  Smith  once  n-mrirked  that  he  seldom,  if 
ever,  failed  to  detect  f>erjiiry  in  a  witness,  by  his  or 
her  manner,  while  testifying.  "To  the  keen, 
watchful  and  practical  observer,"  he  said,  "there 
is  always  something  in  the  glance  of  the  eye,  some- 
thing in  the  manner  am!  the  qieakiim  of  blse 
witnesses,  that  betrays  ihcin." 

We  have  already  alluded  to  his  remarkable 
memory.  He  forgot  nothing.  Every  fact,  every 
rule,  every  principle,  once  attained,  remained  witn 
him  forever.  Thiy  was  another  invaluable  fiiculty 
to  him  as  a  lawyer. 

In  con  luctin:^  .1  ]iuri:h  lf!;al  ari^iiment,  or  in 
conducting  an  argument  founded  on  facts  alone, 
he  proved  himself  a  strong  1^1  logician,  widi 
fiexibk  powen  of  illustration  and  condensation, 
demonstrating,  in  man)  rrsi»ects,  Gcero's  views, 
"  the  eloquent  lawyer  who  speaks  with  sense  and 
candor,  hi  the  forutn  and  in  civil  causes,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  jirove,  to  delight  and  to  persuade." 
Mr.  Smith's  knowledge  of  the  law  was  founded  on 
a  dose  and  critical  study  of  the  books.  This  is 
evidenced  by  his  well-considered,  well- reasoned 
and  learned  legal  arguments  at  the  bar,  which  may 
be  regarded  as  able  contiibntioins  io  the  leaniing 
of  the  profession. 

.^mong  the  many  important  civil  cases  conducted 
bv  Mr.  Smith  was  that  of  the  WcMim  Dwighes 
Executors  against  the  Germtmia  Lift  Ihsurtmet 
Comfitttiv,  tried  at  !hc  Clicnango  Circuit  in  the  fall 
ofi.s,S3.  Tlie  details  of  this  great  insur.ince  case 
are  so  familiar  to  the  public  that  it  needs  no  de- 
scription here.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  it  is  by  fiu 
the  most  important  and  interesting  case  growing 
out  f)f  policies  of  insurant  <_■  ever  trieil  in  Jic  United 
States.    Mr.  Suuth  appeared  lor  liie  plain titi  ;  he 


opened  the  case  to  the  jury  on  the  12th  of  No- 
vember, 1883,  and  began  his  summing  up  to  them 
on  the  the  loth  of  December  following.  A  dose 
inspection  of  these  efforts  of  Mr.  Smtth'%  u  |Wtb- 
lished,  is  indubitable  eWdence,  not  only  of  sdiol- 
arly  and  legal  lore,  but  of  the  highest  merits  of  legal 
oratory.  The  part  he  took  in  this  trial  was  a 
task  for  which  his  mind  was  peculiarly  fitted.  His 
keen  sagacity  and  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
human  heart,  and  his  peculiar  force  of  expression 
and  power  of  analysis,  bad  the  widest  scope  for 
their  exercise,  and  he  used  them  with  a  power  of 
reasoning  which  the  find  result  of  the  great  cise 
fully  demonsiraled. 

In  the  great  case  of  the  Peo^  agi.  Cole,  for 
killing  Htscock,  a  member  of  ^  constitutional 
convention,  Mr. '  Smith  was  aasodated  with  the 
Hon.  Lyman  7'rrmaiti  and  Hon.  .^tnasa  ]. 
Parker.  This  w.is  a  case  th  it  called  into  action  all 
the  sympathies  of  Mr.  Sniiiirs  nature,  and  all  his 
talents,  and  in  a  matmer  which  aided  largely  in 
conducting  the  case  to  a  successful  issue  Ibr  his 
client.  He  was  one  of  the  leading  counsel  in  the 
famous  Susquehanna  R.  R.  litigation,  and  distin- 
guished himself  in  the  uncommon  ability  schiih  he 
displayed.  It  woultl  require  volumo  to  j^ive  any 
adequate  dewrlption  of  the  nuinber!e.vs  trials  in 
which  be  was  engaged  throu^  his  long  and  con- 
spicuous professioiuti  Tbe  history  of  those 
ca.ses  is  interspened  through  the  history  of  the 
Federal  courts. 

We  do  not  insist  that  Mr.  Smith  was  a  perfect  or 
unrivaled  lawyer,  or  that  he  was  not  in  any  re- 
spea  open  to  critidsm,  for  there  are  linv  who  are 
not;  but  with  every  liberal  deducti<in  Tir  his  faults 
which  truth  demands,  we  are  sure  that  an  appeal 
to  the  candor  of  those  who  have  long  watchetl  his 
career  at  the  Bar  will  decide  that  he  made  for 
himself  a  name  and  record  which  we  have  not 
exaggerated,  and  which  is  destined  to  live  and 
shine  in  legal  history. 

Mr.  Smith  was  a  man  of  e.xtended  learning, 
general  as  well  as  professional,  possessing  a  iiuelv 
cultivated  literary  taste  and  an  acquaintance  widi 
the  best  authon^  ancient  and  modem,  and  be 
wielded  a  pen  of  daasic  elegance  and  power. 

Genial  in  his  lempcramc-iit,  possessing  a  fund  of 
agreeable  anecdote  and  a  happy  manner  of  relat- 
ing tlu  in,  he  was  attractive  and  interesting  in  his 
social  relations  and  surroimded  himself  with  many 
friends. 

He  continued  devotedly  attached  to  his  profes- 
sion, as  a  member  of  the  distinguished  law  firm. 
Smith,  Moak  &  Buchanan,  until  his  relations  witli 
them  were  severed  suddenly  by  bis  death,  which 
took  place  December  1,  1884. 

LE  GR.\ND  BANCROFT. 

Mr.  Bancroft  was  a  man  whose  life  and  career  as 
a  lawyer,  a  citizen,  a  husband  and  father  is  sniw 
rounded  bv  pleasing  memories  and  assodatioaa. 

Througn  me  long  period  of  forty  years  he  was  a 

resident  of  Alt)any,  and  held  by  its  citizens  in  the 
I  highest  respect  and  esteem.    Ue  possessed  cbarac- 
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teriatics  that  natonlly  iiupired  and  retained  these 

sentiments.  He  had  those  qunlitics  >if  tlmught,  of 
feelinif,  of  judgment  ;  that  relindl  d-jlicucy  and 
sensibility,  tli.it  devotion  to  truth  and  lionor,  which 
goes  beyond  respect  and  esteem,  and  inspires 
admintioa.  As  a  \amjet,  his  talents,  his  in- 
i  dliati7,  eradition  and  honorable  devotion  to  his 

ctientB  naturally  gave  him  a  high  place  in  die 
profession. 

His  benignity,  equability  and  remarkable  can- 
dor enabled  him  to  paas  through  the  ooUiaionsand 
tnnaoil  of  bis  profesiion  withoat  making  an  enemy. 
A  diadnguished  jurist  of  Albany  said  at  die  time 

of  his  death  :  "  T  bdievc  I  can  say  of  Le  Grand 
IJaiitrult  ih.it  he  died  without  an  enemy;  "  so  it  is 
quite  impossible  for  his  biograplier  to  g^ive  any  just 
description  of  his  life  and  character,  without  using 
the  language  of  eulogy. 

Mr.  Bancrofl  was  bom  at  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  May  4, 
l8i8.  He  was  a  son  of  Dr.  Rulandus  Bancroft, 
one  of  the  most  distin^Maished  physician!  and  lor- 
geons  in  the  suutliern  tier  counties. 

He  received  an  excellent  radimmtary  education, 
and,  at  the  age  of  fifteen,  became  a  papil  of  Hon. 
A  S.  Thnrston,  a  prominent  lawyer  and  highly 
cultured  sch.)lar  ■  if  FJiniia.  With  Judge  Thurs- 
ton, young  liancmlt  c  ontinued  tlic  study  of  Latin 
and  other  classical  :jtudics,  which  he  began  in  his 
primary  course.  Ju4ge  Thurston  was  at  this  time 
a  hj^ly  popular  rMswcial  teacher  of  Elmira,  with  an 
e.xten<ied  pupilage.  The  young  man  soon  com- 
mended himselfto  his  instructor  by  his  generous 
and  noble  qualities  of  mind,  his  intelligence,  and 
more  than  all  by  the  devotion  and  progre'W  he 
made  in  his  studies — a  characteristic  always  attnu> 
live  to  ooDSdentious  teachers. 

"Onx  duties  in  describing  the  early  character  of 
Mr.  Bancroft  cannot  be  iiiscii.ii;<fd  mmtc  prufii.i- 
bly  than  by  using  the  langu.ige  of  a  beautiful  letter 
from  Judge  Thurston  to  Miss  Jean  T.  Bsncrol^  a 
daughter  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 

**  I  can  seem  to  see  him  now,"  says  the  letter, 
"  resting  his  head  upon  his  two  hands,  p<3ring  over 
his  books,  scarce  lifting  his  eyes  from  them  from 
morning  till  night  ;  and  then,  his  demeanor,  so 
gentle,  so  respectful,  so  polite,  attached  me  to  him 
as  I  was  never  attached  to  any  other  scholar. 

"  After  I  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  El- 
mira, and  I  think  it  must  have  been  in  the  year 
1S37,  y.mr  father  entered  my  office  as  a  student, 
and  here  he  was  just  as  studious  and  indefatigable 
as  he  had  been  as  a  pupil  at  school  His  tastes 
seemed  to  incline  bim  more  to  that  part  of  the  pro* 
fession  relating  to  Land  Tides  and  Real  Estate 
generally  than  in  any  other  department.  In  liis 
habits  he  was  rather  retiring,  and  the  '  rough  and 
tumble '  of  the  forum  and  the  practice  before  the 
conntnr  Justices  of  the  Peace  were  altogtther  dis- 
taatefol  to  him. 

"I  don't  know  what  year  it  was  -as  my  register 
has  been  destroyed— that  he  left  my  oflSce  ;  it  was, 
pr<>t)alilv,  about  the  year  1839  or  '40.  But  I  remem- 
ber well  tliat,  when  he  did  go  out  from  me,  1  gave 
ham  an  ooen  letter,  in  whim  I  Staled,  as  near  as  I 
ooold,  what  kind  of  a  yovng  man  he  wil 


"  His  father,  not  being  in  a  situation  to  pay  out 

money,  and  your  Hither,  fully  appreciating  the  situ- 
ation, was  deternmned  to  carve  OUt  his  Own  for- 
tune. With  my  letter  in  his  hand — perhaps  wilJi 
other  letters--  he  made  his  way  to  .Mbany,  and, 
knowing  no  person  in  the  city,  he  lurnicd  the  ac- 
quaintance of  the  late  Teunis  Van  Vechten,  with 
whom  he  made  an  arrangement  to  enter  his  office 
and  complete  his  legal  studies.  What  year  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Bar,  I  am  unable  to  slate.  *  «  •  • 

"Of  your  father's  subsequent  career  as  a  practi- 
tioner at  tlie  Albany  Bar,  there  are  those  who  can 
better  speak  of  it  than  I  can.  I  can  only  say  that, 
during  all  the  years  he  lived  in  Albany,  I  never 
failed,  but  always  made  it  my  first  business,  when 
visiting  that  city,  to  call  up<  in  him  ;  he  was  so  re- 
liable, so  unseiiish  and  generous,  I  could  not  but 
always  love  and  admire  him.  What  Marc  Anto- 
ny said  of  Julius  Caesar  cannot  be  too  traly  and 
emphatically  said  of  your  father  : 

"  '  This  was  the  noblest  Roman  of  them  all. 
His  life  W.1S  gentle,  and  the  elements  so  mixed  in 
hitn  that  .Nature  might  Stand  up  and  say  to  all  die 
world,  "This  was  a  man."'" 

Such  is  the  tribute  paid  to  Mr.  Bancroft  by  one 
who  knew  him  from  early  boyhood,  through  his 
student  days,  and  through  his  long  and  honorable 
career  at  the  Bar.  It  is  a  testimonial  as  eloquent 
as  it  is  just  and  true  that  radiates  his  whole  life.  It 
IS  very  rare  indeed  Aat  sudi  tributes  are  paid  to 
public  and  professional  men.  Certain  periods  of 
their  lives  arc  often  made  the  subjects  of  eulo^, 
but  this  one,  as  we  have  said,  COVers  a  whole  mt, 
in  which  no  part  is  omitted. 

.Vs  we  have  seen  by  Judge  Thurston's  letter, 
when  Mr.  Bancroft  came  to  Albany  he  entered  the 
office  of  Teunis  Van  Vediten,  then  in  parmerahip 
w  ith  liilin  Davis,  Ksq.  Mr.  Bancr'ift  had  become 
so  prohcient  \n  the  learning  of  his  prolcssion  that, 

on  the  death  of  Mr.  \  an  Vediten,  M  entered  into 
partnership  with  Mr.  Davis,  under  &e  firm  name 
of  Davis  k  Bancroft ;  this  was  a  profitable  business 

arrangement,  and  existed  sevi'ral  vear>-.  It  was 
while  a  student  in  the  ottiic  vA  I)a\  is  t\:  \'an  \'ecli- 
ten  that  Mr.  Bancroft  was  called  to  the  liar.  On 
June  17,  1845,  Mr.  Bancroft  was  united  by  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Emdine  Randall,  of  Albany,  N.  Y., 
a  lady  of  many  accomplishments  and  many  men* 
tal  and  personal  attractions.  This  union  was  an 
excLci  lingly  happy  and  fortunate  one.  .Mrs.  Ban- 
croft survives  her  Inisb md,  enjoying  the  esteem  and 
affectionate  regard  of  all  who  know  her. 

At  the  diasolulion  of  the  firm  of  Davis  &  Ban- 
croft, the  hitter  fi>rmed  a  copartnetdiip  with  &  O. 
.Shcpard,  Ks>|..  whieh  continued  until  the  breaking 

out  of  the  late  Civil  War. 

Mr.  Bancroft  for  some  time  had  entertained  the 
thought  of  devoting  the  remainder  of  his  life  to 
agricnltuntl  pursuits;  accordingly,  on  dissolving 
with  Mr.  Shcpard,  he  retired  to  his  firm  at  Elmira, 
N.  "S'.,  the  home  of  his  \iiuth.  Three  years'  ex- 
perience in  conducting  his  firm  ci>nvinfeil  him 
that  he  was  not  exactly  constituted  for  a  iimner ; 
at  any  rate,  his  love  for  his  proiftssion  and  his  pro- 
fesHfMul  associates  at  Albany  was  so  strong  and 
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increasing  lliat  it  overcame  vvlialever  attractions 
there  were  for  him  in  a  farm  life,  and  he  returned 
to  Albanjr,  entering  again  into  the  active  duties  of 
Us  pioreasion. 
In  1864  he  became  a  partner  of  tfiose  truly 

prrimin<  nt  lawyers,  Hon.  Henrj'  Smith  ami  N.  C. 
Moak,  under  tiie  firm  name  of  Sniitli,  Bancroft  & 
Moak.  This  connection,  we  believe,  existed  down 
to  the  time  of  Mr.  Bancroft's  death,  with  the  change 
made  by  die  admiirion  oF  Mr.  Charles  J.  Budnnui 

to  the  (irm.  As  we  c -<'<-n,  Mr.  Parurnft'-;  tastes 
led  liini  to  lh.it  nio^l  inincate  a.'ul  MiLitlo  ilciiArliiieiit 
of  legal  learning  eonnected  with  Real  I'rojKrtv. 

Few  persons  studied  the  law  of  Real  Property 
more  assiduously  than  Mr.  Hancroft  Beginning 
with  Littleton's  Treatise  upon  I'enures,  published 
more  than  four  hundred  years  ago,  he  made  him- 
self familiar  with  the  successive  writers  who  have 
discussed  that  subject  in  all  its  bearings  down  to 
the  present  time.  Few  penons  were  better  ac- 
quainted writh  the  changes  made  in  the  Laws 
of  Real  Estate  by  die  Revised  Statutes,  and  wiUi 
the  Amending  StiUntes  which  have  followed  tliein, 
than  he.  He  was,  therefore,  considered  high  au- 
thority in  all  law  touching  Real  Property,  and 
bis  knowledge  of  the  land  tides,  not  onljr  in  the 
Qnr  hot  County  of  Albany,  was  onsanMsaed. 

U  social  life  Mr.  Bancroft  was  a  nvorite.  To 
use  the  language  of  the  Albanv  Law  Journal :  "  He 
had  reaily  wit,  excellent  judgment  and  a  keen  ap- 

£reciation  of  the  ridiculous.  (  Irave  indeed  must 
sve  been  the  affair  out  of  which  he  could  not  ex- 
tract eitfaer  pkaaantij  or  consolation.  His  Itnowl- 
edge  of  human  nature  uras  such,  and  his  tact  and 
patience  so  great,  th:it,  however  complex  the  mat- 
ter intrusted  to  his  cliarge  might  be,  or  how  bitter 


the  respective  litigants  to  the  .ut)i>i»>  were,  he  al- 
most invariably  succeeded  in  disenungling  the 
knotty  questions  involved  in  the  conuover- 
sjr,  and  in  bringing  abo«t  a  better  leeling  to  the 
suit  His  family  rdadons  were  without  reproach. 
He  was  a  devoted  husband,  a  kind  .md  affection- 
ate father.  He  will  ever  l>e  remembered  by  all 
who  knew  him  for  his  sterling  manhood,  his  fidel- 
ity to  lus  dienti^  liis  iriendsliip  for  all,  and  iiis  en- 
gaging manneiSL 

"One  of  the  most  attractive  features  of  Mr.  Ban- 
croft w;vs  his  sincere,  unobtrusive  piety  ;  piety 
which  exhiliited  itself  in  every  [ihase  of  his  life,  not 
by  presuming  demonstrations,  not  by  words,  but 
by  corresponding  actions.    Such  was  his  charitable 

ftiety  tint  to  him  could  have  been  addressed  the 
angoage  of  the  Saviour  :  •  As  ye  did  it  unto  the 
least  of  these,  ye  did  it  unto  me.' 

"  At  an  early  age,  he  received  the  rites  of  baptism 
from  that  distinguished  and  Tenanted  divine.  Dr. 
Welch,  of  Albany,  and  becaaae  a  member  of  the 
Feail  Street  Baptist  Church,  and  afterward  of 
Emanuel  Baptist  Church. 

"  Througti  all  his  yc-ars,  till  the  close  of  his  life, 
he  adorned  his  religious  professions  aa  an  bumble 
and  useful  follower  of  his  master. 

"Our  mckmaoa  can  ill  afford  to  loae  such 
members. 

Mr.  Bancroft  died  at  his  residence,  No.  46  Lan- 
caster street,  Albany,  on  the  excriing  of  January  20, 
1880,  at  the  age  of  63  years.  His  disease  was 
paralysis  of  the  MUt 

His  de|iartnTe  was  a  ahock  to  the  city,  particu- 
larly 10  his  hrediren  of  dte  Bar.    He  died  in  the 

midst  of  his  usefulness,  ofhis  fame.  Surrounded  by 
all  that  makes  life  sweet  and  happy. 
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WILLIAM  Sw  PADDOCK. 

William  S.  Paddock  was  a  lawyer  whose  mem- 
orj'  ihe  Bar  of  Albany  will  alwa\-s  hold  in  ihe  high- 
est respect — a  respect  approaching  to  veneration. 
Not  only  will  his  memory  be  thus  cherished  by  tlie 
Bar,  but  it  will  be  equally  honored  by  the  people 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  with  those  other 
names  so  bright  in  their  legal  and  civil  history. 

His  large  learning,  his  professional  industry,  his 
judicial  purit}',  his  integrity,  his  devotion  to  all 
his  public  duties,  and  his  social  worth,  jiutly  en- 
title  him  to  be  thus  remembered. 

He  was.  born  at  Bethlehem,  Albany  County, 
N.  Y.,  May  23,  i8»i.  His  ancestry  were  of  Eng- 
lish descent;  his  grandfather.  Job  Paddock,  was 
an  early  settler  at  Amsterdam,  N.  Y.,  where  the 
father  of  Recorder  Paddock  was  bom,  but  who  re- 
moved very  early  in  life  to  Bethlehem,  where  he 
resided  for  many  years,  one  of  its  most  respected 
citizens.  At  a  very  early  age  young  Paddock  was 
placed  at  the  old  Lancasterian  School,  in  Albany, 
and,  after  a  thorough  discipline  in  that  institution, 
he  entered  Albany  Academy,  one  of  the  most  pop- 
ular academic  institutions  in  the  State. 

Tliere  he  passed  advantageously  through  a  thor- 
ough English  and  classical  course,  acquiring  a  high 
reputation  for  his  scholarly  attainments. 

At  first  his  mind  was  directed  to  mercantile  pur- 
suits, and  for  two  or  three  years  he  sedulously  de- 
voted himself  to  the  occupation  of  a  merchant 


But  his  native  love  of  study,  his  devotion  to  bouks 
and  his  scholarly  turn  of  mind  were  not  exactly 
adapted  to  the  calling  of  a  tradesman  ;  besides,  dur- 
ing all  his  student  days,  he  had  a  natural  admiration 
for  the  legal  profession.  It  was  his  delight  to  spend 
his  leisure  hours  in  the  court-rooms  of  the  city, 
and  witness  the  contests  of  the  forum,  in  which 
the  great  lights  of  the  Albany  Bar  were  engaged. 
Here  he  saw  how  causes  were  tried  by  Hill,  Rey- 
nolds, Spencer,  Harris,  Whcaton,  Pcckham,  Cag- 
ger  and  others  whose  names  arc  bright  in  legal 
history.  From  them,  and  from  their  forensic  ef- 
forts, he  caught  the  "  Promethian  spark,"  which, 
at  length,  lit  his  own  way  to  an  honored  place  at 
the  Bar. 

Relinquishing  his  mercantile  business,  he  entered 
the  office  of  Wheaton,  DooliilU  &f  HaJley,  a  legal 
firm,  each  of  whose  members  was  prominent  in 
the  •  profession — a  legal  firm  almost  unrivaled  in 
strength  and  versatility  of  talents  and  learning. 
With  these  accomplished  lawyers,  young  Paddock 
prepared  for  the  duties  of  his  profession.  He 
studied  under  the  nice  mathematical  process  and 
subtle  distinctions  of  Special  Pleading,  but  he  was 
called  to  the  Bar  in  1847,  when  the  Code  of  Pro- 
cedure was  a  few  months  old.  Accordingly  he 
began  his  practice  under  the  new  regime.  His 
thorough  discipline  under  the  old  practice,  how- 
ever, sharpened  and  invigorated  his  mind,  and  gave 
him  peculiar  qualifications  as  a  pleader  under  the 
Code. 
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His  admUsion  to  the  Bar  took  place  in  1847, 
and  in  the  following  Augiut  be  entered  into  part- 
nership with  his  cousin,  Stephen  Paddoclc,  Jr.,  a 
highly  respectable  lawyer  of  Albany,  under  tlu  1)1  m 
name  of  ^.  6*  W.  S.  Paddock,  This  was  a  turtu- 
nate  bo^MB  anangement  for  both  partners,  and 
exisled  ten  jfcan^  when  the  loiior  partner,  Stephen 
FbddodE,  retired,  and  Mr.  W.  S.  Paddock  formed 

a  copartncrsliip  with  Hon.  John  M.  Ikilcy,  which 
continued  uiuii  Mr.  liailcy  was  elected  District  At- 
torney. Mr.  Paddock  then  entered  into  partnership 
with  Hon.  John  C  Nott,  at  this  writing  the  Coun- 
hr  Tadge  or  Albany  Goant}'.  He  continued  with 
Ju(j^  Nott  until  the  election  of  the  latter  to  the  of- 
fice of  Police  Iu->ticc.  when  the  firm  wa.s  diss<:>lved. 
His  next  pri'ti-sn mil  ciniiiection  was  with  Messrs. 
Draper  d:  Ciie;.ter,  under  the  firm  n.ime  of  Paddock, 
Dn^tr  Cheater.  This  relation  continued  until 
lolj  I,  1882,  when  it  «a»  diaaolved.  All  of  Mr. 
nddocVs  legal  partners  were  gentlemen  of  high 
kgal  standing  and  .ucnniiilishmcnts  ;  they  were 

E>fitablc  and  honorable  relations,  each  partner 
Idiog  the  otber  in  Uie  highest  respect  and 


The  abilities  and  high  chancter  of  Mr.  Paddock 

as  a  lawyer  siimmonc  iT  tiini  to  judicial  diities.  In 
1856  he  wa>  elected  t"  the  ancient  and  ln'iinrablc 
office  of  Kec  irder  of  the  City  ot  .\lhany.  When  he 
entered  upon  ))is  dr^t  administration,  the  exciting 
Mayoralty  controversy  between  Hon.  Eli  Perry 
and  Dr.  John  P.  Quackcnbush  was  at  its  height 
Each  of  these  gentlemen  claimed  to  have  been 
elected  Mayor  ol  the  city.  The  sini^ular  turn  \s  hich 
this  contest  t<H>k  added,  as  we  shall  see,  larf^e'.y  to 
the  responsibilities  of  Recorder  I'addock,  and  it  al- 
io greuLy  incraased  his  repatatioo.  "  fiiKh  of  the 
contestants  mifntained  hn  right  to  act  as  Mayor, 
and  both  appeared  at  the  meetings  <if  the  Common 
Council  as  its  presiding  officer.  The  matter  was 
uken  to  the  courts,  ander  a  compromise  br  which 
Recorder  Paddock  was  to  act  as  Mayor  peodisg  the 
litigMlon.  The  case  was  new  brought  to  trial,  and 
the  City  of  Albany  en  joy  !  .\  si  ason  of  prosperity 
and  success  ander  the  adinun^ttation  of  William  8 
Paddock,  acting  in  the  dual  capacity  of  Mayor  and 
Recorder. "  To  say  that  his  administration  in  both 
positions  was  saccessful,  k  but  to  repeat  well-known 
fiicts  of  history;  but  he  received  only  the  salary  of 
Recorder,  while  Messrs.  Perrj'  and  Quackenbush 
each  receivcvl  the  full  salary  of  Mayor.  He  was 
three  times  elected  Recorder,  the  tirst  lime,  as  we 
have  seen,  in  1856,  and  the  la.st  titne  in  1876.  Dnr- 
iflf  this  kiBg  tenn  of  jadidal  service  he  iron  the 
coiifldnoa  and  «tNm  of  die  nMnben  of  tiw  Bar 


and  of  the  general  public  to  a  degree  almost  un- 
precedented. He  was  one  of  those  men  who  made 
ni.s  way  quietly  through  the  paths  of  usefulness 
ti  iiiuMii  honors  that  the  voice  of  cn%y  and  jeal- 
ousy wiis  never  raised  against  him.  and  never  queii- 
tioned  his  integiitjr  or  doubted  his  ability. 

To  use  the  laognage  of  the  JUhaxf  F^tamg  Jmir* 
nal !  "  Mr.  Paddock  was  known  to  the  profmion 
as  a  very  careful  lawyer,  his  fealty  on  the  sitlo  of 
the  right  being  paramount  to  all  other  considera- 
tion.s.  Never,  m  the  whole  course  of  his  life,  was 
he  known  to  do  a  wrongful  act  intentionally.  If 
he  believed  his  convictions  were  right,  he  wonid  ad-  • 
here  to  them,  come  what  might." 

.\gain.  as  was  said  of  him  by  anotlicr :  "He 
was  a  ]io'iished  gentleman,  loved  by  those  who  had 
tlie  plc;vsure  of  being  admitted  to  the  list  of  bis  in- 
timate friends.  As  a  magistmie^  if  the  occttioa 
demanded,  he  wag  Hem  aiM  oncomEivonUrinft  bot 
always  coniteous  and  accessible.    He  was  riways 

liberal,  his  purse  always  open  to  de->cr\ing  want, 
and  his  sympathies  as  deep  as  his  charities  were 
wide.  .Mr.  Paddock  eariy  fal  life  associated  him- 
self with  the  Democratic  party,  and  was  to  the  day 
of  his  death  a  ftitUbl  and  consilient  member  m 
that  organitttion,  and  one  of  its  adnowledged 
leaders. 

"  He  was  a  member  of  Master's  Lodge,  No.  5,  V. 
and  A.  M.;  Temple  Chapter,  No.  $,  R.  A.  M.; 
Temple  Commandery,  No.  3,  K.  T.,  and  of  the 
Masonic  Relief  Association." 

Recorder  Paddotk's  domestic  relations  were  ex- 
cce,liiij,'ly  happy.  On  .May  20,  1851,  he  married 
Miss  .Magdalene,  daughter  of  (>errit  and  Cornelia 
Hotaling,  of  Albany ;  live  sons  and  one  daughter 
were  bora  to  this  marriage,  all  of  whom  iiurvive 
him  but  one  scm.  They  are  Howard,  William 
<i.,  Edward,  Cicorge  anil  C\r:':r  P.i  ldi>Lk. 

.Such  was  the  lite  and  career  ol  W  illiam  S.  Pad- 
dock, a  man  of  large  influence  and  usefulness  in 
his  profession,  in  his  official  capad^  and  ai  a  pri> 
vate  citiaen.  It  ii  hardly  necenary  for  as  to  si^ 
that  the  death  of  such  a  man,  tri  nia!  and  generous, 
should  produce  profound  sens.uson  and  sorrow  in 
the  city  where  he  had  long  oci  upied  so  omspicuous 
a  position.  Up  to  1880  he  enjoyed  the  most  ro- 
bust health.  In  May  of  that  ycmr  he  had  an  ap- 
oplectic attack,  which  left  the  base  of  his  brain 
affected  ;  he,  however,  recovered,  so  he  was  able, 
to  an  extent,  to  conduct  his  business.  In  the  .sum- 
mer of  1882  he  was  again  prostrated  with  the  same 
disease  ;  at  length,  alx>at  ue  last  of  December,  the 
last  and  faul  attack  earner  He  lingered  until  tfa« 
19th  of  January,  1883,  whan  he  T' 
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JAMES  A.  McKOWN. 

Mr.  McKowN,  who  occupies  a  highly  respectable 
position  at  the  Albany  Bar,  was  born  at  Guilder- 
land,  Albany  County.  March  19,  1819.  His 
father  was  Absalom  McKown.  a  prominent  and 
much  esteemed  citizen  of  .\lbany  County.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Edith  Ix-  Grange, 
daughter  of  John  Le  Grange,  £.sq.,  a  man  uf  high 
standing  in  his  day. 

The  advantages  of  young  McKown  for  obtaining 
an  education  were  confineil  principally  to  the  com- 
mon district  school.  In  his  youthful  days  our  present 
system  of  general  education  w;is  unknown,  and  in- 
stitutions ranking  above  the  common  schools  were 
few  ;  but  he  utilized  to  the  fullest  extent  every  ad- 
vantage he  had  ;  he  obtained  a  very  good  practical 
which  he  attained  his  success  in 
own  unaided  efforts.  He,  there- 
thai  large  and  valuable  class  of 
the  legal,  and  generally  all  pro- 
fessions, abound — self-made  men.  It  was  his 
early  ambition  to  become  a  lawyer  ;  to  that  enil  he 
directed  every  energy. 

In  recognition  of  his  intelligence,  sound  judg- 
ment, practical  good  sense  and  legal  information, 
he  was  quite  early  in  life  elected  a  Justice  of  the 
Peace  at  Guilderland,  serving  in  a  very  acceptable 


education,  with 
life,  through  his 
fore,  belongs  to 
men  with  which 


manner  for  the  almost  unprecedented  long  period 

of  eighteen  years. 

His  eminent  semces  as  a  Justice  of  the  Peace 
were  fully  recognized,  not  only  by  the  jieople  of 
Guilderland,  but  by  the  jKH»ple  t)f  the  county  at 
large,  and  this,  in  1852,  brought  him  forward  as  a 
candidate  for  the  office  of  A.ssociate  Judge  of  Al- 
bany County.  He  was  elected,  and  took  his  scat 
iin  the  bench  of  the  Ct>unty  Court  and  Court  of 
Sessions,  In  1853  he  was  reelected.  His  judi- 
cial term  extended  two  years,  and  was  very  ac- 
ceptable lij  the  people  of  the  county. 

Mr.  McKown  was  a  close,  industrious  and  ap- 
preciative legal  student;  but  he  did  not  apply  for 
admission  to  the  liar  until  1S53,  when,  on  motion 
of  that  distinguished  jurist,  Hon.  John  K.  Porter, 
he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  all  the  courts  of  this 
State;  and,  in  1865,  he  was,  on  motion  of  Hoa 
Ira  Harris,  admitted  to  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court 

In  April,  1856,  Mr.  McKown  made  the  City  of 
Albany  his  residence,  where  he  has  continued  to 
reside  from  that  time  down  to  this  writing,  1885. 

His  judicial  mind  and  method  prepared  the  way 
for  his  election  to  the  office  of  Surrogate  of  Albany 
County.  This  event  took  place  in  the  fall  of  1855. 
The  duties  of  this  office  are  important  and  difficult 
No  judicial  position  is  more  so  than  that  of  Surro- 
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gate.    It  requires  a  peculiar  cast  of  mind  and 
much  depth  of  learning  to  Suooeaafillty  dischuge 
the  duties  of  the  office. 
We  can  taj  iritfunit  affecia^m  diat  Mr.  Mc- 

Kown  brought  to  the  office  ahilities,  learning  and 
industry  of  a  high  order,  whicli  rciniered  his  ad-  I 
ministration  sutccssfui,  and  he  retired  from  the 
office  with  tlie  good  wishes  and  good  opinion  of  i 
•  the  Bar  and  the  public. 

In  his  practice  he  has  had  no  specialty,  but  has 
conducted  a  general  legal  business  with  success, 
and  ha$  always  surrounded  hiroadf  with  *  rtSpCCt- 
able  and  profitable  clientage. 

His  long  identification  with  the  AlMmjr  Bar,  his 
and  upright  character,  his  honorable  course 
as  apractitioner,  has  given  htm  an  eminent  place  in  > 
his  profession. 

Mr.  McKown  belongs  to  the  Republican  party. 
He  espoused  the  tenets  of  that  party  under  the 
firm  belief  that  they  are  the  safest  and  best  for  the  j 
Slate  and  nadon.  Though  be  is  decided  in  his  ! 
political  opinions,  he  is  in  no  sense  aggressively  so. 
He  is  not,  aiui  never  has  been,  a  seeker  after 
office  or  place. 

In  his  religious  proclivities  lie  favors  the  Baptist 
Church. 

In  1837  he  was  united  by  marriage  to  Miss 
Alida  Van  Valkenburgh. 

In  his  ofiicial  career  Mr.  McKi>\vn,  as  we  have 
seen,  commandeil  tlie  respect  of  the  people  of  Al- 
bany County.  As  a  lawyer  and  citizen,  and  in  all 
relatioDS  of  private  li^  be  has  alwa^-s  had  in  a  laige 
degree  (be  confidence  and  esteem  of  the  public  ; 

and,  finally,  few,  if  any.  are  more  entitled  to  h<in- 
oraUe  mention  in  tlie  hi&tory  of  Albany  County 
tfian  James  A.  McKown. 

MAJOR-GEN.  JOHN  TATLER  COOPER. 

Major- Gen.  John  Tatlsr  Cooper  was  bom  in 
Albany,  in  .A,pril,  179S,  and  died  ;\ugusl  13,  1878, 
in  his  eighty-first  year.  Mis  lather  was  Dr.  Charles 
I).  Cooper,  who,  in  his  time,  was  one  of  the  most 
distinguiabed  of  Albany's  physicians.  His  mother 
was  the  niece  and  adopted  danghter  of  the  wife  of 
Gov.  John  Tayler,  who  was  Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor of  tlie  State  of  New  York  from  iSi  j  to  1822, 
and  .\l  tini;-(  jovemor  part  of  the  time.  His  brother, 
Charles  X>.  Cooper,  became  a  noted  Episcopal  der- 
gyman  of  Philadelphia,  and  survived  htm.  He  had 
two  sisters,  one  nf  whom,  Elizabeth,  niarrie  I  Ben- 
jamin Nott,  aiul  became  the  mother  ot  Hon.  John 
C.  Nott,  of  .Mbany,  and  the  ottier.  Margaret,  mar- 
ried Joel  B.  Nott  Benjamin  and  loel  B.  Nott 
were  sons  of  Dr.  E.  Nott,  president  or  Union  Col- 
lege. 

Gen.  Cooper  attended  the  best  schools  of  Al- 
bany, and.  subsequently  entered  Union  College, 
where  he  graduated,  after  four  years'  study,  in  1818. 
Afterward  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Messrs.  John 
V.  Henry  and  James  McKowa,  and  studied  for  the 
Bar,  being  admitted  to  practice  in  182 1.  Ponn- 
ing  a  copartnership  with  Simeon  DeWitt  Blood- 
good,  who  was  at  one  time  editor  of  the  Adtierfyer, 
prinledby  Webster  on  the  dd  Elm  TNe  comer,  be  | 


practiced  his  profession  until  Mr.  Bloodgood's  re- 
moval to  New  York,  when  he  retired  permanently 
from  legal  life.  He  had  inherited  a  fine  fortune 
indirectiy  from  Gov.  John  Tayler,  and  was 
not,  therefore,  dependent  u{x)n  his  own  exer- 
tions for  a  livelihood  ;  but  his  years  were  not  to  be 
passed  idly,  for  tlie  care  uf  his  jiropertN'  and  ids  de- 
votion to  matters  of  interest  to  him  kept  him  fully 
occupied  almost  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

His  youth  had  comjwased  the  period  of  the  second 
war  with  Great  Britam,  and  the  exciting  scenes  of 
his  boyhiiod  imbued  him  with  a  martial  spirit,  and 
he  manifested  an  active  interest  in  militar}  affairs. 
Shordy  after  graduating  from  odkge  he  entered 
CoL  Knickeibocker's  r^ment  as  adjutant,  and 
was  active  in  promoting  its  effidency.  He  was 
successively  jir  'ni'  ited  to  be  major  and  lieutenant- 
colonel,  and  tin.dlv  succeeiled  to  the  command  of 
the  regiment.  When  the  Marquis  de  La  Fayette 
\-isited  America  in  1824,  Col.  CcM^per  wa.s  diii- 
paldied  by  the  Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Al- 
bany to  meet  the  great  champion  of  Liberty  at  Kin- 
derhook  and  escort  hitn  to  Albany,  where  high 
h^nDrs  were  paid  him  On  his  leaving,  C"ol. 
CtK>iH:r  was  in  command  of  the  escort  which  ac- 
companied the  distinguished  iMor  as  fiu  as  New 
Lebanon.  Afterward  be  was  pomoted  to  the 
major-generalship  of  the  Third  Division,  New  Yorlc 
Slate  Alilitia,  a  ]i wsition  which  he  held  for  many 
years,  until  he  was  retired  at  the  commencement  of 
Gov.  Fenton's  term  of  office,  a  law  l)eing  en- 
acted in  that  year  which  abolished  all  of  the  old 
militia  offices  and  estaUisbed  the  National  Guard 
of  the  .State  of  New  York.  Published  accounts  of 
the  obsequies  of  G<jv.  Marcy  in  1H57  show 
tliat  (icn.  Co.  iper  took  a  pii  M;i!tiriu  pa-l  in  the 
funeral  arrangements  and  ceremonies.  He  i.s  re- 
membered as  a  firm  and  helpful  friend  of  the  Al- 
banj  Boqpeases'  Corpsi  of  wbkh  he  was  a  life 
member. 

Gen.  Cooper  was  twice  married.  His  first 
wife,  whom  be  married  in  1822,  was  Miss  Char- 
lotte Heniy,  daughter  of  John  V.  Henry,  the  emi- 
nent attorney  in  whose  office  he  studied  law.  She 
died  diildios,  and  some  years  later  (Sea  Cooper 
married  the  widow  of  Clarkson  F.  Crosby,  of 
Watervlict,  whose  niaiden  name  was  .'schuyler,  and 
who  was  descended  Irom  the  famous  family  o(  that 
name  who  bore  so  cotuspicuous  a  part  in  the  eariy 
history,  not  alone  of  New  York,  but  of  our  countiy. 
There  was  no  issue  by  this  marriage.  His  stepson, 
J.  Schuyler  Crosby,  marrietl  Harriet  Van  Rensselaer, 
yctungest  daughter  of  Stephen  \'an  Rens.selaer,  of  Al- 
bany, and  became  Gmernor  of  Montana  Territory 
and  subsequently  Assisunt  Postmaster-General  of 
the  United  Stales ;  and  of  bis  two  stepdaugbteis, 
the  elder  married  William  L.  Thompson,  son  of 
John  C.  Thompson,  of  Troy,  and  the  younger,  in 
1878,  became  the  wife  of  Rev.  Thaddeus  A.  Soiv- 
eley.  Rev.  Howard  Crosby,  D.D.,  of  New  York, 
is  their  fiuher's  brother. 

The  fteedom  Irom  business  care%  which  was 
such  a  marked  feature  of  Gen.  Cooper's  life, 
permitted  him  several  times  to  visit  Europe  and  tO 
tiavel  quite  eztenaively  in  the  most  interesting  por- 
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lions  of  the  old  world,  including  Russia,  Eg)'pl 
and  Syria. 

The  priv'ale  life  of  Gen.  Co<i|>er  was  quiet  and 
unostentatious.  He  ranked  as  one  of  the  most 
hij^hly  respected  and  universally  esteemed  citizens 
of -Albany,  adding  much  to  its  prosperity  and  con- 
tributing to  the  growth  of  many  of  its  important  in- 
stitutions. Of  the  most  pronouncetl  "Old  .Sch<x>r' 
Democratic  prcx:livities,  he  was  not  a  (Hjlitician, 
and  never  held  any  civil  office,  the  only  positions 
not  military  in  their  character  which  he  ever  ac- 
cepted being  those  of  warden  of  Sl  Peter's  Episco- 
pal Church  anil  president  of  the  Home  for  Aged 
Men.  To  the  strictness  of  his  habits  may  be  at- 
tributed his  long  and,  for  the  most  part,  robust 
life.  In  |>crsonal  appeanmce  he  was  erect,  finely 
proporlione<l  and  of  martial  bearing.  He  was 
known  to  possess  strong  sympathy  with  the  poor, 
and.  in  a  private  way,  he  dis|>ensed  charities  with  a 
lilH.-ral  hand.  His  public  donations  to  various 
charitable  objects  were  not  inconsiderable.  Noted 
for  his  wise  and  prudent  management  of  business 
affairs,  he  left  a  large  and  \aluablc  esute,  ccjnsist- 
ing  of  real  and  personal  property,  in  Albany,  be- 
sides an  extensive  farm  near  Cedar  Hill,  on  the 
Hudson,  about  nine  miles  distant  from  the  city, 
which  he  called  "Ciuy  Park.  "  His  deaili  w;is  not 
entirely  unex|jected,  and  it  was  deeply  regretieil  by 
the  many  who  knew  him,  not  alone  in  .All)any,  but 
throughout  the  Slate.  He  is  remembered  as  one 
of  the  few  Albanians  who,  in  their  closing  years, 
linked  tlie  Albany  of  three- quarters  of  a  century 


ago  with  die  Albany  of  the  modem  period  ;  and  his 
name  is  not  likely  to  soon  pass  from  the  scenes  amid 
which  he  was  worthily  bom,  lived  an  admirable 
life  and  died  at  peace  wiUi  God  and  his  fellow  men. 

LSAAC  EDWARDS. 

Isaac  EnwAROs  was  bom  in  Corinth,  Saratoga 
County,  N.  Y.,  .August  30,  1819,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  decease.  March  26,  1879,  was  nearly  sixty 
years  of  age.  He  was  the  second  son  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Cooper)  Edwards.  His  parents  were  of 
good  New  England  stock  and  had  removed  from 
Watertown,  Conn.,  to  Corinth.  His  father  was  a 
thrifty  farmer,  and  desired  that  his  four  sons 
should  succeed  him  in  the  same  occupation.  The 
early  jears  of  young  Edwards  were  passed  on  his 
faUicr's  fann.  His  school  education  was  com- 
menced in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  town, 
and  continued  in  the  Waterford  Academy,  under 
the  care  of  that  excellent  instructor,  the  late  ProC 
Taylor  Lewis,  of  whom  he  often  s|K>ke  in  the  high- 
est terms  of  admiration.  His  law  studies  were 
pursued  in  .\lbany,  in  the  office  of  Messrs.  Ed- 
wards &  .Meads,  with  the  strictness  and  fidelity 
which  ever  marked  his  subsequent  course.  After 
his  admission  to  practice,  at  the  July  term  of 
Court  in  1843,  he  formed  a  partnership  with  his 
uncle,  the  late  Mr.  James  Edwards,  which  was 
not  long  continued,  his  uncle  soon  forming  a 
partnership  with  the  late  Mr.  .Samuel  Stevens,  and 
Mr.  Edwards,  preferring  the  independence  of  a 
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smgle  oiBce,  fanned  no  odwr  paitncrabip,  bnt 

almost  at  once  entered  iipon  liis  successful  career 
as  a  lawyer  and  author.  His  tliciiU  were  among 
the  m<»t  respectable  merchants  of  the  city,  ind  be 
retained  their  business  year  after  year. 

His  duties  and  labors  were  of  such  a  nature  that 
they  afTonled  him  much  time  for  the  hearing  of 
feferences,  and  during  the  twenty  yeare  preceding 
his  de.itfi  ho  uniioiibtedly  he.ird  and  deciiletl 
more  important  cases  than  any  other  lawyer  in 
this  section  of  the  country.  His  mind  was  emi- 
nently judicial  and  adaptni  to  the  heariiw  of  long 
and  intricate  caaea,  and  ao  well  bahmceif  that,  in 
the  weighing  of  evidence,  he  had  no  superiors. 
However  much  any  party  or  attorney  may  have 
been  disapjiointed  by  his  adverse  decision,  no  one 
ever  charged  him  with  being  influenced  by  fear, 
&vor  or  friendship.  Absolute  justice  was  his  sole 
aim  and  endeavor.  In  1855  appeared  Mr.  Ed- 
wards' work  on  "Bailments. "  It  was  welcomed  by 
the  Bench  and  Bar  as  the  best  American  work  «ni 
the  .subject,  and  it  has  been  growing  in  favor  with 
the  legal  fraternity  sinc&  In  1878  the  work  was 
reviaed,  poitiona  of  it  were  rewritten,  later  decis- 
ions were  cited,  and  new  chapten  were  added. 
Since  the  publication  of  the  first  edition,  commer- 
cial transactions  have  been  widely  extended,  busi- 
ness has  been  enlaiged,  and  many  new  and  per- 
plexing questions  have  oome  before  our  numerous 
courts  for  discussion  and  adjudication.   The  moat 

m.'rked  ilcvelopments  liavc  reference  to  ple<lc;es,  or 
coilaterai  securities,  traiisi>ortation  and  lelegr.ijihic 
messages.  Upon  tliese  subjects  the  sec<->nd  eilition 
is  lull  and  explicit,  and  demonstrates  that  in  this 
bnuDd)  of  the  law  Mr.  Edwards  was  dioroughly  in- 
fiMrmed  as  to  the  decisions  of  the  courts.  In  1857, 
two  years  after  "  Bailments,"  af)peared  his  work  on 
"Bills  and  Xotes."  a  treatise  complete  in  itself,  and 
surpassing  that  of  every  other  author  who  had  writ- 
ten upon  the  same  subject  in  the  English  language. 
A  second  edition  was  published  in  1863.  B^'th  of 
these  valttable  works  are  intended  for  the  i^acti- 
tioner  as  well  as  for  the  student.  To  be  a|)iireci- 
ated  tliey  must  be  read  and  utilized  by  the  jiractical 
htimr.  In  iS-o  he  published  an  essay  upon 
^Factors  and  Brokers  "  In  this  he  exhibits  the 
same  fiillness  and  clearness  of  definition  which 
characterize  his  larger  works.  Mr.  Edwards  wrote 
and  puhlishetl  several  essays  and  biographical 
sketclii  s  I  •rdifferent  members  of  the  Bench  and  Bar, 
all  of  wliich  demonstrates  the  cleamcsa  of  his  mind, 
his  just  appreciation  of  the  merits  of  others,  and 
his  happy  fiMulty  of  fueaentiqg  his  views  in  an  in- 
teresting and  instructive  manner.  He  thoroughly 
umlorstood  the  law,  and  he  lr>ved  to  elucidate  iis 
principles.  His  estimate  of  justice  and  the  law  to 
establish  and  enforce  it  can  be  best  expressed  in 
bis  own  words : 

"Justice  being  the  supreme  interest  of  mankind, 
the  law  establismd  to  enforce  it  is  a  most  worth} 
object  c)f  labor  and  study.  Aside  from  its  value  iis 
the  measure  and  conservator  of  uur  rights,  the  law 
is  one  of  the  noblest  of  the  applietl  sciences.  It  is 
beneficent  in  its  purpose ;  it  aims  to  secure  equal- 
ity between  men  in  their  dealings  with  each  other. 


It  lies  at  the  foundation  of  our  system  of  govern- 
ments; it  is  both  a  S4jurce  and  a  principle  of  au- 
thority in  our  h  ills  of  legislation  and  in  our  tribu- 
nals of  justice  It  underlies  our  instituti>  jns  and 
conserves  titem.  It  reaches  the  individual  reas<jn 
and  covers  with  its  protecting  power  scxial  interest 
and  every  relation  of  life.  £  is  the  conscience  of 
the  slate,  everywhere  present  in  the  manifold  ac- 
tivities of  her  titi/ens.' 

Many  years  of  his  later  life  were  passed  in  incul- 
cating principles  like  the  above  on  the  mind  of 
youth.  Years  ago  the  question  of  the  improve- 
ment of  the  public  schools  of  Albany  was  agitated, 
and  Mr.  Edwards  took  a  prominent  position  in 
lavor  of  advanced  education.  His  relations  to  Mr. 
Carlton  Edwards,  one  of  the  editors  of  tlie  Morn- 
mg  ExprtsSt  were  such  that  the  columiu  of  that 
paper  were  iredy  offered  for  his  use,  snd  from  time 
to  time  appeared  powerful  and  pungent  articles 
from  his  pen.  Many  of  these  articles  were  pub- 
lished under  !\!r.  ?".dwards'  care  and  scattered 
broadcast  over  the  city,  and  aided  much  in  pro- 
ducing in  the  minds  of  its  dtinHis  a  desire  for  the 
improvement  which  has  been  wiought  in  its  public 
schools.  Shortly  before  the  death  of  Prof  Amos 
Dean,  Mr.  Edwards  was  invited  to  deliver  :i  few 
lectures  before  the  Albany  Law  i>chool.  His  c  lear- 
ness of  diction,  his  fullness  of  illustration  and  his 
correctness  of  definition  proved  his  fitness  to  fill 
die  position  of  so  distinguished  a  lectanr  as  Frof. 

Pi-ar.,  and  upon  the  death  of  the  faUtCr  he  was 
liiiaimiKiusly  elected  to  the  vacant  professorship, 
aiul  from  that  time  until  his  death  he  was  the  mov- 
ing spirit  and  power  ol  the  Law  School,  delivering 
about  one-half  the  lectures,  and  presiding  at  ncailj 
all  the  courts  of  exemplification  and  instruction. 
The  position  of  the  Albany  Law  School  may  be  at- 
triliuled  more  to  the  standing  and  reputation  of 
Mr.  Edwards,  ;is  professor  and  author,  than  to  any 
otlier  of  its  instructors.  His  duties  were  laborious 
and  exacting^  and  it  is  no  discredit  to  the  late 
ProC  Dean  to  say  duit  he  brought  to  fhe  school 

knowledge  and  capability  etjual  to  those  ot'lii*;  pre- 
decessor; and  the  chisses  graduated  under  liim  are 
witnesses  to  the  excellence  both  of  die  matter  and 
the  manner  of  his  instructions.  Four  vears  before 
his  death  be  was  chosen  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Public  Instruction.  As  chairman  of  the  Law  Com- 
mittee liis  reports  on  subjects  referred  to  that  com- 
mittee were  always  clear,  strong  and  convincing. 
His  great  interest  in  popular  education  made  the 
work  connected  with  mis  tniat  a  veritable  labor  of 
love. 

As  a  politician  Mr.  Edwards  was  not  a  partisan, 

although  in  his  early  life  a  Whig  and  afterward  a 
sunch  Republican.  .\s  a  sjiciker  he  was  clear, 
logical  and  forcible,  using  nice  distinctions  and 
strong  illustations ;  and  bis  early  success  before 
juries  and  in  aevml  political  campaigns  gave  as- 
surance that,  had  he  turned  his  attention  more  di- 
rectly to  other  branches  of  his  profession,  he 
would  have  uken  high  rank  as  an  advocate. 

Mr.  Edwards  was  an  earnest  and  devoted  Chris- 
tian. He  early  united  with  the  Second  Freaby- 
tecian  Church.   When  the  movement  was  made  to 


Digitized  by  Google 


MEDICINE  IN  ALBANY  COUNTi'.  203 


organize  a  Cungrcgational  Church  he  wu  one  of 
the  first  to  give  support  to  the  enterprise  and  as 
one  of  flte  comminN  chosen  to  prepare  its  articles 

of  faith  am!  itimlo  of  e:iivtTnment,  !ie  did  much  t<v 
ward  shaping  and  guiding  ilie  measures  which 
have  given  tite  oiganisatioo  sacb  promineDce  in 

the  city. 

He  w.is  a  conscientious  member  of  his  pro- 
fe88ion,  a  clear  and  careful  author,  a  loving  and  be-  I 
loved  instructor,  the  eminently  true  and  social 
frienil  and  the  j^ood  citizen,  beariiij?  with  fiddiQr 
no  small  share  •  >f  the  public  burdens. 

His  works  will  l>e  perused  bpr  eager  students 
when  most  of  his  coniempoianes  are  fixgotten.  | 
His  influence  as  a  piofeasor  and  teacher,  dUiough 
iride  and  extended,  trill  become  ivider  as  die  years  i 


go  by.  While  we  speak  of  him  as  a  lawver,  teach- 
er and  author,  we  will  not  forget  his  higher  virtues 
as  a  man.   So  fiu-  as  is  die  lot  of  mortals,  his  was 

a  spotless  character.  Altln lui^h  (  onipctt-ni  t"  fill 
the  hif^hest  ]ilacfs,  he  suu^'lil  tin-  Iminiilest  staimiis. 
With  le.imui^'  ti  )  wliii  h  wo  all  who  knew  him  bowed 
with  respect,  he  walked  humbly  before  God  and- 
man.  Beyond  the  members  of  his  bmily  circle 
and  intimate  friends,  he  will  be  remembered  by 
the  Bar,  among  whom  his  daily  life  was  passed,  by 
clients  who  ile[XMulcil  up  'ii  ;iis  cuunsei,  by  his 
pupils  who  treasure!  1  lii.s  lectures  and  advice,  by 
good  citizens  wh..  v.cre  charmed  by  the  graces  of 
his  private  life^  and  by  the  wide  circle  of  the  public, 
who  will  long  lemember  his  iutiuctiaii  and  tieaauTe 
hiseoonseL 
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WHEN  Henry  Hudson  came  up  the  Grande 
River  in  the  first  decade  of  die  seventeeth  cen- 
tury, and  on  alovely  Sejitemlier afternoon,  when  the 
hills  were  clothed  in  autumn  red,  dropped  anchor 
off  the  point  where  Albany  now  stands,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  he  would  have  found  on  inquiry  that 
the  dusky  aborigines  interestedly  watching  his  move- 
ments from  the  shore  were  not  unfamiliar  with  the 
medidne  maa  In  one  fashion  or  another  medi- 
cine has  been  practiced  in  all  ages.  It  is  m  \  the 
purpose  of  this  narrative  to  trace  tiie  medical 
affairs  of  this  locally  back  among  the  Mohawks 
and  Hohegans;  to  commence  the  history  of  tliem, 
even  during  the  century  which  followed  the  build- 
ing of  Fort  Orange,  a  limited  array  of  facts  are 
found.  In  the  voluminous  records  of  our  early  his- 
tory scant  reference  is  made  to  the  medical  events 
which  formed  a  part  of  it.  To  construct  in  any 
detail  a  sketch  of  them  would  require  a  fiind  of  as 
yet  unpublished  tradilinns  of  an  unbrnkt  n  line  of 
Dutchmen,  all  to  the  manor  bom,  or  a  draft  on 
the  imagination  unworthy  of  die  tradifol  dtronider. 
It  is  not  remarkable  that  this  should  be  so, 

for  in  a  community  intently  occupied  in  obtaining 
the  necessaries  of  life,  subduing  forcsUi,  planting 
setdements,  and  meeting  the  dangers  that  sur- 
rounded it  from  unfriendly  natives,  contentious 
governments,  and  a  rigorous  climate,  there  was  little 
time  to  dunk  ofmoredomesdc  matters,  and  few,  es- 
pedall/ among  these  Dutch  Oilonies,  wiicre  com- 
mercial tastes  ruled,  ami  le.irning  w.i,s  backward,  to 
make  note  of  them.  The  healthy,  laborious  people 


who  came  to  tiicsc  shores  required  few  phjiridaitty 
and  tbqr  and  Uieir  snmMindingB  pmeDtsd  fisv 

attractions  to  Old  World  ]>ractitioners.  Still 
they  were  not  unmindful  of  their  need  of  the 
floedical  man,  and  there  were  those  among  them 
who  in  some  sort  practioed  die  art  or  the  domesdc 

traditions  of  medicine. 

During  the  early  years  of  all  the  American 
Colonies  there  were  many  who  were  looked  to  f<Mr 
advic<'  in  sickness  who  [vo.s.sessed  but  the  simplest 
knowledge  of  me^licine.  The  literature  of  the 
ptofission  was  not  so  volnminous  but  that  any 
educated  man  might  make  himself  familiar  with 
the  theories  and  practices  of  the  times.  School- 
masters, clerg}'men  and  government  officials  were 
frequently  somewhat  versed  in  medicine ;  the 
1  cler^ry  es[>ecially  pave  attention  to  the  subject,  as 
missionaries  of  the  present  day  often  do,  by  study 
prior 'to  leaving  die  Old  World.  This  was 
more  frequently  the  case  in  the  New  England 
Colonies,  but  was  also  true  here.  Among  the 
Dutch  dominies,  Rev.  Dr.  Megapilensis  is  said  to 
have  made  some  preten.sc  to  a  knowledge  of  medi- 
cine. He  might  bctterhave  stuck  to  jireachini;,  how- 
ever, if  his  practice  was  of  a  piece  with  the  advice  be 
gives,  in  writing  on  the  medical  usi^jes  among  die 

Mohawk  Indians,  and  which  tlie  goi)d  vrouws  to 
whom  it  was  addressed  very  sensibly  repudiated. 
Another  of  die  medico-derics  was  Dominie  Bfan^ 
cius,  who  educated  bbSOtt  In  .medicine  so  that  he 

was  for  a  lifetime  one  nf  the  prominent  physicians 
1  of  Albany.    It  is  worth  mentioning  in  thisconnec- 
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tion  that,  nearly  two  hundred  years  later,  George 
Upfold,  a  young  pliysician  here,  studied  thcolofry, 
and  eventually  became  Bishop  of  Indiana.  The 
Indians  had  learned  the  medical  valne  of  aome 
indi>,'ciu>iis  herbs,  and  the  Indian  medicine  man 
may  be  menttooed  as  one  of  the  accessories  of 
eaily  colonial  pracdoe.  He  sometimes  won  a  wide 
reputation.  The  story  of  the  High  Rock  Spring, 
first  disclosed  to  white  men  by  the  wunderfu!  re- 
sult upon  Sir  William  Johnson,  who  wasi  carried  to 
it  by  tiie  Indians,  is  fiuniHarto  alL  Their  theories, 
so  far  as  they  had  any,  were  essentially  siiifcrnat- 
ural,  as  is  at  the  present  time  commonly  the  case 
amongr  barbaroiis  and  ignorant  people. 

The  Dutch  West  India  Company  are  said  to 
have  been  exceptional  in  their  care  for  the  health 
of  their  sailors,  all  their  vessels  being  provided 
with  a  surgeon,  or  some  one  having  a  fiuniltari^ 
with  medicine.  They  extended  the  same  con- 
sideration to  their  colonies.  Reference  to  it  re- 
peatedty  recon  in  their  legalatiotts,  one  of  which 
is  as  ibllows:  "The  patroons  and  ookMiists shall, 
in  particular  and  in  the  speediest  manner,  endeavor 
to  tind  ways  and  means  whereby  they  may  support 
•  minister  and  a  sdioolmaster,  that  die  servioe  of 

God  arn!  tlie  zeal  for  reliLri-iii  may  not  grow  cold 
and  be  neglected  among  them,  and  that  they  do 
for  the  first  procure  a  comforter  o/Ae  sick. "  This 
runctionai7(  variously  termed  in  the  original /(ra/tr^ 
bt'siHxkcr  or  zieckenirooster,  is  the  first  rccognizcil 
person  charged  with  the  care  of  the  sick  in  tlie 
Datdi  Colonies.  He  wM  ftiobably  of  an  iniis 
ri(  )r  order  of  clergy,  for  he  is  mentioned  as  conducting 
the  religious  service  on  Sunday's.  But  be  is  also 
often  found  sernng  in  other  capacities  and  holding 
civil  office,  in  which,  however,  he  was  not  uliar, 
for  the  duties  of  the  preacher,  doctor,  soldier  and 
government  ofiBcial  were  frequently  performed  by 
one  individual  in  primitive  times. 

The  first  comforter  of  the  sick  at  Fort  Orange  was 
Sebastian  Jansen  Crol.  His  earliest  appearance  in 
the  histoiy  of  the  New  Netherlands,  in  which  he 

played  a  considerable  part,  was  in  this  ca[)aLity  at 
Fort  Amsterdam.  He  came  to  this  ci)lony  in  1 6^6, 
two  years  after  it  was  established,  having  been  ap- 
pointed Mce-Director  and  Company's  Commissary 
to  Fort  Oraii^jc.  It  is  a  matter  of  justifiable  infer- 
ence that  he  continued  his  medico-clerical  duties 
here,  m  addition  to  those  of  the  office  to  which  he 
wxs  aiiprvinted.  He  appcMB  to  ha\e  been  a  judi- 
cious man,  and  served  the  colony  well  in  his  vari- 
ous capacitici  for  twenty  years. 

He  wai  noceeded  in  official  ;">siiion,  in  1646, 
by  Harmanus  Myndertse  van  der  Bogart   It  is 


only  in  this  official  capadtjr  that  Van  der  Bogart  is 

spoken  of,  luit  there  appears  no  doubt  that  he  is 
identical  with  the  ship  surgeon  of  the  same  name 
who  came  to  New  Amsterdam  in  1630  in  the  .SSw* 
draghl.  His  term  of  ser\'ice  here  was  short,  for  he 
is  said  to  have  been  burned  to  death  in  1648  in  an 
Indian  wigwam  on  the  Mohawk  River. 

To  another  than  Surgeon  Van  der  Bogait,  how^ 
ever,  l>e!ongs  the  honor  of  having  been  the  first  reg- 
ular physician  who  came  to  this  locaUty.  In  1642 
the  number  of  the  ookmists  had  become  snfficiently 
large  for  the  Patroon  to  comply  with  the  West  India 
Company's  requirements  to  provide  them  with  the 
services  of  a  clergyman.  He  lOcordingly  fitted  out 
a  ship,  which  atrivcd  here  in  August  of  that  year, 
bringing  Rev.  Dr.  MegapoU  nsis  and  in  his  most 
wortiiy  company  Surgeon  Abraliaut  Siaats.  Whether 
he  was  employed,  as  was  the  minister,  to  serve  the 
colony  in  his  professional  cajtacity.  is  not  recorded. 
Nor  are  we  told  wiiat  were  liis  professional  attain- 
ments. HisefimftArat  fint  wainot  laig^lbr  Albany 
consisted  at  this  time  of  a  hamlet  of  twen^-five  or 
thirly  hou«s,  built  along  the  river  as  each  found  it 
convenient,  in  proximity  to  the  wretched  little  log 
fort,  the  populadon  being  about  one  hundred.  A 
burial  ground  had  been  found  necessary,  however, 
and  was  laid  out  on  our  present  Church  street 
Whatever  his  dcill  may  have  been,  oversight  or  wMdi 
by  the  dianst  of  the  day  is  not  to  be  wondered  at, 
Dr.  Staats  was  an  enterprising  citizen  and  filled  his 
abundant  professional  leisure  with  other  work.  He 
was  the  first  preriding  officer  of  the  village  conndl 
of  Rensselaerwyck,  and  once  assisted  in  making  an 
important  treaty  with  the  Indians.  On  week  days 
he  was  a  captain,  and  on  Sunday  an  elder.  We  are 
left  to  our  unassisted  inferences  as  to  the  jwrquisites 
of  our  primitive  doctor,  although  the  dominie's 
salary  is  matter  of  history.  In  1642  his  house,  at 
Clavaradt,  was  burned  by  the  savages,  who  seem  to 
have  had  a  penchant  for  cremating  doctors,  and  his 
wife,  with  others  of  his  family,  perished.  He  became 
the  owner  of  FtHt  Orange,  it  is  sdd,  and  the  ground 
on  which  it  stood  has  ever  since  remained  in  the  ■ 
possession  of  his  descendants.  A  son  studied  medi- 
cine in  Holland  and  rose  to  eminence  in  New 
York. 

Johannes  de  la  Montagne,  a  Huguenot  gentle- 
man, played  a  political  part  onlj  in  die  histor)-  of 
PoftOrange.  He  came  to  NewYoik  In  1637,  and 
was  \'ice-Director  of  Fort  Orange  from  1656  to 
1664  ;  he  also  held  various  other  offices  of  trust  in 
the  colony.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  skillful  phy- 
sician, but  was  not  expert  enou^  to  distinguish  lie- 
tween  gold  and  pyrites  in  aome  warpaint  of  the 
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ntlives  Ihat  was  aobmitted  to  Um  for  aasay,  and 

which  excited  much  interest  for  a  time.  What  is 
supposed  to  be  the  first  enactment  to  regulate  the 
practlee  of  medicine  at  New  Aanterdam  was  die 
rollowing:  "Ordered,  that  aUp  haiben  shall  not 
be  allowed  to  dres^  wounds,  nor  administer  any 
potion  on  shore,  without  Uic  consent  of  llie  peti- 
tionen  [dw  local  cUnugeoM],  or  at  least  of  Dr. 
La  MontagTic." 

Surgeon  De  Hinse,  a  Frenchman,  was  resident 
phjsidan  at  the  Fort  in  tM6.  While  be  was  here 
a  body  of  French  soldiers  in  parsait  of  the  Indians 
from  Quebec  found  their  way  to  Fort  Albany,  as  it 
then  chanced  to  be  called,  having  been  surrendered 
to  die  Engliah  two  jean  before  by  La  Montagu^ 
and  Pc  TTin>;o  is  on  record  as  having  received  offi- 
cial thankii  for  profciisional  services  to  them.  Sur- 
geons on  da^  at  die  Fort  served,  atthatdme,  at  the 
pay  of  2s.  6d.  per  diem. 

In  1689  a  Scotch  physician,  Lockhart  by  name, 
practiced  in  Albany,  and  was  surgeon  to  the  Fort. 
Albany  waa  at  dds  time  a  laige  stockaded  vfllag& 

At  w  latf-r  dale,  a  s-m  of  Dr.  Me.^apolensis  was  a 
chirurgcon  of  this  colony;  but  both  he  and  his 
bvotber  Ssmnd,  bodi  gradnates  of  L^den,  spent 
most  of  their  lives  in  New  York. 

It  is  probable  that  there  were  other  practitioners 
of  medicine  during  the  first  hundred  years  of  our 
hiatofy;  but  tfaeae  are  all  diat  appear,  after  ccmsider- 
able  research,  until  we  pass  well  on  into  the 
eighteenth  century.  The  names  of  less  than  forty 
phyrieians  are  known  as  comiAg  to  the  entire  prov- 
ince of  New  V'ork  in  the  course  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  and  of  most  of  these  but  little  more  is 
known  than  their  names.  The  various  lineage  of. 
these  here  mentioned,  coming  as  they  probably  did 
chiefly  from  Holland,  shows  how  that  country  was 
then  the  asylum  for  people  of  all  nationalities. 

The  i)rominent  events  of  the  e^teenth  century 
around  wliicb  to  cluster  matters  of  medical  interest 
■re  the  French  War  and  die  War  of  the  Revolution, 
in  both  of  which  Albany  was  at  times  an  important 
center.  The  medical  science  of  a  country  is  al- 
ways advanced  by  wars ;  they  demand  skilled 
medical  officers,  and  so  encourage  the  piogfcm  of 

medicine.  Ik-sidcs,  they  furnish  a  school  for  prac- 
tice and  observation.  The  French  War  especially 
gave  an  impetos  to  the  profession,  dien  entirely 

dependent  on  Eorope  for  its  education.  'I'he  n.a- 
tivo  had  no  means  ofacqnirinj  knouledtic  at  honie 
except  m  a  sort  of  apprenticesiiip  way.  The  ling- 
Uah  army  was  accompanied 'by  a  highly  respect- 
able medical  staff,  who  contribated  much  to  the 


edocation  of  many  ]N>nng  Americans  dirougfa  die 

military  li  ^pitals  whicli  were  established. 

Dr.  Samuel  ^L^ingcr,  a  native  of  Maryland,  and 
educated  in  Virginia,  where  a  medical  school  had 
just  been  started,  was  the  most  prominent  physi- 
cian in  Albany  diirinf^  the  eighteenth  century,  and 
was  connected  willi  both  of  the  wars.  In  1755  he 
was  appofaited  by  Gov.  Shirley  an  oiBcer  in  the 

medical  department  of  the  British  army  in  thiS 
country,  lie  accompanied  Abercrombie,  in  1758, 
and  was  present  when  Lord  Howe  fdl  in  adv»ic> 
ing  to  the  siege  of  Ticonderoga.  He  sened  nntil 
the  war  ended,  when  he  settled  in  Albany,  married 
here,  and  remained  here  in  practice  until  the  out- 
break of  die  Revelation,  when  he  was  appointed 
by  Toiigress  Director-General  of  Hospitals  in  the 
Nortliem  DcpartineuL  In  this  capacity  he  accom- 
panied the  troops  on  the  invasion  of  Canada.  He 
was  a  friend  and  probably  the  family  physician  of 
Gen.  Schuyler,  the  ill-favor  which  befell  whom, 
there  seems  reason  to  believe,  he  participated  in. 
At  any  rate,  he  was  removed  from  his  position,  an 
act  which  called  forth  a  very  angry  remonstrance 
from  the  General  to  CoQgress.  This  was  in  1777, 
and  he  then  retmned  to  Albany,  where  he  spent  the 
rest  of  a  long  life.  It  is  said  that  he  always  ad- 
hered to  the  style  of  dress  of  the  olden  time — ^the 
cocked  hat,  tight  breeches,  and  dioes  with  large 
buckles. 

Dr.  Nicliulas  Schuyler  was  another  of  the  sur- 
geons of  this  locality  who  was  connected  with  the 
Federal  army  of  the  Revolution.  He  was  an  ardent 
patriot  and  an  intelligent  surgeon.  After  perform- 
ing valuable  service  during  the  war  he  returned  to 
Albany ;  he  died  in  Troy  in  i8j4. 

Dr.  J.  Cochoran,  of  FeniBj4v8«a,  served  a-s  sur- 
geon in  the  Revolutionary  army  and  was  high  in 
position.  He  became  Surgeon-General  of  the 
Middle  Department  and  in  1781  was  made  Direc- 
tor-General of  the  Plospitals  of  the  United  States 
After  the  war  was  over  he  settled  in  Albany. 

At  one  time  the  brothers  Moses  and  Elias  Wl- 
lard  were  physician^  of  Albany.  They  were  na- 
tives of  New  England,  ami,  with  their  father,  had  a 
hand  in  the  bloody  struggle  at  I.exington.  Klias, 
before  the  war,  had  b^n  to  study  medicine  and 
afler  a  brief  sen  ice  a.s  a  common  soldier  he  entered 
a  military  hospital  in  Boston,  which,  under  Dr. 
John  Warren,  brother  of  tiie  hero  of  Bunker  Hill, 
was  maiie  a  training  school  for  the  much-needed 
medical  men.  Two  years  later  he  was  appointed 
surgeon  of  a  Maine  regiment,  and  served  till  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  came  to  Albany  in  1801  and 
piacdoed  here  for  twenty-five  yean   His  brother 
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w;is  younger  and  cnicrcd  the  aervice  later ;  he  re- 
sided here  ibr  several  j^eais. 

Eveiy  one  at  all  bmiliar  vidi  tt«  medical  men  of 
Albany  a  hundred  yeart  «gD  knows  the  name  of 
I  luiilokc  W'ooilrulT.  Ht"  was  a  graduate  of  Prince- 
tun,  and  shortly  before  the  commencement  of  bos- 
tilitiea  between  the  colonies  and  the  mother  coun- 
try had  begun  the  study  of  medicine,  had  taken 
up  bis  residence  in  Albanjr,  but  soon  was  ap- 
pointed sai!geon  of  one  of  the  New  York  Fo- 
ments, and  served  until  peace  was  declared.  He 
accompanied  the  northern  army  to  Canada,  and 
was  with  Col.  Gansevoort  during  tlie  siege  of 
Fort  Staawfa^  and  attended  Gen.  Snnivnn  in 
kis  expedition  against  the  hostile  Indians  of  West- 
ern New  YorL  Pie  settled  here  to  practice  alter 
the  war  and  spent  the  beit  of  hia  Ufe  here,  highly 
eateemed  as  a  learned  physician. 

Several  of  these  men,  it  is  observed,  were  con- 
tributions of  the  army  to  Albany. 

As  an  incident  of  the  French  War  it  ii  eaid,  in 
the  "Mtnioirs  of  an  American  Lady,"  that  when 
the  wounded  troops  poured  into  Albany  from  the 
Tteonderoga  bftttle»6dd  a  hospital  was  established 
in  a  large  barn  belonging  to  Madame  Schuyler,  and 
was  attended  there  by  a  band  of  ladies.  Tbacher, 
a  considerable  historian  of  medical  events  of  that 
time  ail !  a  surgeon  of  the  Revolution  attached  to 

this  nurlhcrn  division  of  the  army,  says  that  a  hos-  ' 
pital  was  erected  here  duruig  itie  French  War.  He 
tKf*  of  i^  as  he  saw  it  in  1788 :  <*  It  ia  sitaated  on 
an  eminence  overlooking  the  city.  It  is  two  stories 
high,  having  a  wing  at  each  end  and  a  piazza  in 
front,  above  uid  below.  It  conUins  forty  wards, 
capaUe  of  accommodating  5C0  patient^  besides 
the  rooms  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  surgeons 
and  other  olticcrs."  After  Burgoync's  defeat  at 
Saratoga,  Albanf  was  for  several  months  filled 
with  sick  and  wounded  from  the  battle-field. 
There  were  not  less  than  one  thousand  of  these 
victims  of  war  thrown  into  the  city,  filling  the  hos- 
pital, the  Dutch  Church  and  some  private  houses. 
Most  of  them  remaint'd  till  the  following  June, 
when  the  military  hospiul  wa^i  removed  tu  the 
Highbnds  of  die  Hudson.  Dr.  Thadier  sajrs: 
"We  have  thirty  surgeons  and  mates,  and  all 
are  constant!/  employed.  The  wounded  of  the 
Britisb  and  Hessian  troops  ave  aocommodalad  in 
the  same  hospiuil  with  our  own  and  receive  equal 
attention.  The  foreigners  are  under  the  care  of 
their  own  surgeons.  1  have  been  present  at  sev- 
eral of  dieircapital  operations  and  remember  that 
the  English  surgeoOS  perform  with  skill  and  dex- 
terity, but  the  GerauUM^  witli  few  exceptions,  do  no  ' 


t  rcdit  to  their  profrssioii. "  He  did  not  find  the 
inhabiunts  of  tlie  city  of  a  social  disposition. 
They  are  chiefly  Low  Dutch,  he  tacft,  and  not  in- 
clined to  associate  with  strangers.  Nevertheless^ 
Mars  and  Venus  li  iv.'  in  ill  agc^  been  mutually 
attractive,  atid  "  a  cliaruung  Miss  -M.  II."  was  cap- 
tivated bjr  one  of  the  surgeons.  A  snigeon'spaj 
in  our  army  was  $33. 3,?  a  month,  and  of  a  mate 
or  assistant  suigeon  $18,  that  of  a  colonel  being 
I75.  At  a  bter  dale  thoe  was  a  nilitsiy  canton- 
ment and  hospital  in  Greenbush,  which  was  main- 
tained until  iSsa. 

Medical  historj  is  not  altogether  biognqpiMcal, 

and  some  notes  may  l)e  made  of  other  events  of 
the  earlier  time  before  the  present  century  began. 
Henry  Hudson  said,  when  he  returned  with 
the  re{>ort  of  his  discoveries :  "It  is  as  fair  a  land 
as  can  bo  trodden  by  the  foot  of  man,"  and  the 
graphic  pen  of  Irving  has  been  taxed  to  all  its  re> 
sources  in  ddhwating  this  lovely  vaUef  before  it  had 

been  marred  by  the  hand  of  c  ivilization.  It  was 
not  only  fair,  but  by  all  testimony  it  was  salubrious. 
As  earijaa  1 6s8  one  writes  in  a  letter  home:  "The 
climate  is  healthful,  notwithstamling  the  sudden 
changes  from  heat  to  cold.  Roots  and  herbs  are 
found,  good  for  eating  and  for  medicinal  use% 
working  wondetfid  cures  too  long  to  relate."  The 
sudden  and  extreme  variations  in  temperature  ap- 
pear to  have  been  the  principal  compiamt,  and 
were  certainly  veiy  marked  to  those  who  had  been 
accustomed  to  the  equable  climate  of  Holland  and 
England.  Gov.  Hunter  wrote  in  1710:  "Here 
U  the  finest  air  to  live  upon  in  Ae  universe.'* 
Many  insranciBi  are  related  of  cures  of  consump- 
tion among  those  coming  to  the  new  country. 
They  were  mainly  due,  no  doubt,  to  the  less 
sedentary  life  of  necessity  led  hers,  and  absence  of 
the  insiinitary  influences  that  accumulate  with  the 
passage  of  years  of  babiution. 

In  this  province  diere  were  fewer  serious 
epidemics  than  in  the  New  England  and  Virginia 
Colonies,  where  they  early  prevailed  extensively. 
Fevers  of  acclimation  or  oi  an  indigenous  source 
were  nue  The  colonists  did  not,  however, 
cucape  some  most  severe  and  fital  epidemics 
of  imported  disease.  Of  these,  small-pox  made 
the  most  grievous  lavages.  In  1613  it  broke 
out  end  spread  with  fearful  rapidity,  among 
]".urop<-ans  and  savages.  Twelve  of  the  slender 
population  of  Beverw)ck  died  in  one  week  and  a 
dionsand  perished  among  the  Iroqirais  tribes. 
For  two  months  Connecticut  maintained  a  quaran- 
tine against   the   New  Netherlands.  Another 
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equally  wemt  epidemic  brolie  oot  some  yesn  later. 
Prior  to  l7$o  ^  outdid  all  other  pestilences  with 
its  raratrfs.  ceasing  at  one  time,  it  is  sai<l,  only  for 
lack  ol  uiatcrial  to  work  upon,  every  susceptible 
peiwo  having  had  it  Inoculatioa  began  to  be 
practical  about  1730,  ami  hecaine  quite  general, 
the  mortality  (rom  it  being  reported  as  compara- 
tively amalL  "In  1799,"  writes  Br.  Thacher, 
"the  glorious  discoveiy  of  the  vaccine  disease, 
which  renders  the  human  system  insusccptiMc  to 
small-pox,  was  announced  in  our  newspapers  and 
intheAAM  of  New  York."  and  the 

reign  of  what  mij^'ht  well  have  been  called  the  king 
of  lerrorb  came  to  an  end. 

In  1746  a  malignant  epidemic  of  what  was 
called  the  Barbadocs  distemper,  and  also  various 
other  names,  reached  Albany.  It  was  imported 
from  foreign  ships,  and,  beginning  in  August,  ended 
with  frost.  From  the  description  it  was  dearly  ydlow 
fever.  It  carried  oflf  45  \nctims,  mostly  robust  men. 
Spotted  fever  is  mentioned  as  occurring  in  1752. 

An  interesting  episode  in  connection  with  yellow 
fever,  and  a  glimpse  ^  f  afTairs  as  they  existed  a 
century  ago,  is  obtained  from  the  following  "Notes 
from   the  Newspapers,"  in  Munsell  s  Anmla  0/ 

"September  21,  1793. — The  citizens  were 
alarmed  by  a  letter  from  Judge  Lansing,  informing 
them  that  a  vessel  had  passed  New  York  having 
two  persons  on  board  infected  with  yellow  fever, 
which  was  then  raging  at  Philadelphia.  Meetings 
of  the  citizens  and  of  the  Common  Council  were 
held,  and  measoies  adopted  to  prevent  the  passing 
of  any  vessel  above  the  Overslaugh  witliout  an  ex- 
amination, and  the  ferry-men  were  directed  how  to 
proceed  00  occsslons  when  any  saspidon  attached 
to  travelers  presenting  themselves  to  be  ferried  over. 
The  Common  Council  recommended  the  observ- 
ance of  the  first  day  of  October  as  a  day  of  fasting 
and  prayer  for  the  averrion  of  the  dreaded  oon- 
tagioa 

''September  33. — On  Monday  evening  last  ar- 
rived at  Greenbnsh,  opposite  the  dty,  from  the 

sc;»l  of  riovernnicnt,  Hon.  Alexander  Hamilton, 
Secretary  of  the  Treasuiy  of  the  United  States,  and 
his  lady.  .  As  CoL  Hamilton  and  lady  were  sup>- 
posed  to  have  been  atllicted  with  the  yellow  fever, 
then  prcv.ilcnt  at  Philadelphia,  the  physicians  of  the 
city,  by  request,  immediately  visited  them,  and  on 
their  retom  published  the  following  certificate: 
'  This  is  to  certify  that  we  have  visited  Col.  Hamil- 
ton and  his  lady  at  Greenbusb  this  evening  and 
that  they  are  apparently  in  peifect  health,  and  from 
every  drcomstanoe  we  do  not  coned  ve  there  can 


be  die  least  danger  of  didr  conveying  the  infection 
of  the  pestilenlhd  fever,  at  present  prevalent  in 

Philaddphia,  to  any  of  their  fellow  citizens. 

"  '(Signed)      Samuel  Stkingek, 
"•W.  MAMcras, 

"  '  H.  WOODRUKF, 

"•W.  McCfcBtLAjr, 

*"C0BlfILI1»  ROOSA.* 
"  In  consequence  of  which  on  Tuesday  niorning 
an  i>r<ler  was  granted  by  the  Mayor  that  Col. 
llatnillon  and  lady  be  allowed  to  cross  itie  ferry, 
bnt  only  alter  quite  a  spiqr  correspondence  be- 
tween  the  Mayor,  physicians  and  Gen.  Scbnyler, 
whose  daughter  was  Mrs.  Hamilton." 

Aride  from  these  oadneaks,  Albany  maintained 
its  repute  for  healthfulness  throughout  the  eighteenth 
century.  During  the  winter  of  1785,  it  is  said 
that  but  one  burial  t(X>k  place  for  the  space  of 
three  months,  in  the  Dutch  dmidi-yaid,  and  that 
was  of  a  small  child  accidentally  run  over  by  a 
sleiglu  This  burial  place  has  been  recently  brought 
to  light  again  by  excavations  in  State  street,  at  the 
corner  of  Droadw.ay,  human  bones  bdng  found, 
and  bricks  from  the  old  church  edifice.  One  writes 
of  Albany  in  1 796  :  "It  enjoys  a  salubrious  air,  as 
is  evidenced  by  the  longerit|r  of  its  inhabitants. " 

Concerning  the  now  very  fertile  theme  of  the 
water  supply  of  the  city,  a  visitor  to  Albany,  in 
1785,  wrote  that  "the  wdl  water  in  thedtyis 
very  \miA,  being  scarcdy  drinkable  by  those  not 
accustomed  to  it,  imbibing  particles  from  tlie  stiff 
clay  through  which  it  oozes  ;  indeed,  all  use  the 
river  water  for  cooking*  and  many  bmilies  drink  it 
But  water  works  are  about  to  be  constmcted  to 
bring  good  water  to  the  city." 

In  the  year  1800  Albany  was  already  an  old 
city.  In  some  respects  this  was  a  turning  point 
in  its  history.  About  this  time  it  began  to  have 
additions  to  its  population  from  New  Kngland 
and  to  become  impressed  with  New  Kiii^ianil  ideas. 
Previously  it  had  been  entirely  Dutch  ;  its  people, 
its  habits,  its  phyriognomy,  its  ardiitectnre  were 
all  Dutch  ;  it  is  said  that  oven  its  horsc"s  and  di  >gs 
were  Dutdi.  It  had  many  usages  brought  from 
the  provincial  towns  of  HolUmd.  A  graphic  pic- 
ture of  it  at  that  time  may  be  found  in  Kandum  Rw 
olleclions  0/  Albany  from  fcfoo  to  jSoS,  by  Gor- 
ham  A.  Worth.  The  placid  Dutchman  smoked 
his  evening  pipe  on  the  settee  of  the  stoop  in  front 

of  his  gable-ended  house,  umlisturlicil  hy  a  care 
tor  the  outside  world,  perfectly  content  with  him* 
sdfand  his  sorroandings!,  with  no  welcome  for 
strangeis  and  didr  innovations.   In  a  popohrtion 
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of  SjOOO  thece  were  not  more  dian  five  New  Eng- 
land fiunilies.  The  city  hail  no  pavements  ami 
Street  lamps.  It  had  little  or  no  foreign  commerce. 
It  needed  a  new  element  to  give  it  an  impulse 
vilfaoot  which  the  nineteenth  century  gave  promise 
oTleaving  it  in  a  Rip  V^an  Winkle  dream,  or  stranded 
where  the  dghteeoth  was  hardly  holding  it 
afloat  A  change  restless  and  iconoclastic,  began 
to  come  over  it  about  this  time;  the  projircssive 
spirit  of  this  centur)'  began  to  disturb  its  quietude, 
and  new  blood  was  tmnsToaed  into  it  The  Erie* 
Canal  Ijei^'^an  to  he  talked  about  ;  it  became  the 
capital  city,  and  very  soon  after  Fulton  ran  the 
Qtrmmt  ap  the  riveit. 

The  general  character  of  the  medical  pioiinion 
bepan  to  improve.  The  means  of  education  here- 
tofore liad  been  very  limited,  and  the  mass  of  prac- 
titionen  tiiroaghovt  the  coontrjr  had  been  dcplor- 
.iMy  i^'ni'iant.  In  an  address  before  the  R^ent% 
Dr.  T.  Komeyn  Beck  staled  that,  of  the  700 
phyacians  in  tin  State  at  this  time^  not  more  than 
twenty^  held  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine. 
Indccil  it  was  not  sought  f  ir,  save  in  the  large 
cities.  The  education  of  physicians  prior  to  1750, 
nnlesB  obtahied  in  Earope^  was  restricted  to  a  sort  of 
ap]ircnliceship  an<l  personal  instniction.  In  1750 
the  iirst  regular  medical  intitruclion  was  attempted, 
a  course  of  lectures  on  anatomy  being  given  in 
New  York  by  a  Dublin  graduate,  Samuel  GosKy. 
During  the  remainder  of  the  century  four  medical 
schools  were  established  ;  in  Philadelphia,  New 
York,  and  at  Hanraid  and  Dartmouth  Goilegea 
The  ciifTiculty  of  reavliiti^'  tluse  precluded  most 
from  attending  tliem.  Their  influence  was^  how- 
ever, being  feh  toward  the  dose  of  the  century. 

just  what  might  have  been  considered  ^  metlical 
education  at  this  lime,  even  at  its  best,  it  would  be 
liard  to  define.  There  was  hardly  any  iacility  for 
Bcqinring  a  practical  knowledge  of  anatomy  by 
dissetti<)n,  so  that  a  student  could  have  no  ade- 
quate idea  of  the  vital  organs  in  health  or  as 
dianged  by  the  processes  of  disease.  When  Dr. 
March,  twenty  years  hitter,  began  to  give  instruction 
here  in  anatomy,  by  lectures  and  dissections,  he 
for  a  long  time  encountered  much  opposition  in 
bis  good  work.  Surgery  w.-is  rude  and  simple, 
as  viewed  from  the  li^'ht  of  to-dav.  Diseases  c<iuld 
not  be  distinguisheil  by  our  present  knowledge, 
as,  for  instance,  that  of  auscultation  and  percus- 
sion of  the  chest,  and  all  our  instruments  of  re- 
March  were  unknow  n.  Pharmacy  was  as  rude  as 
the  means  of  diagnosis,  but  iuth  in  it  was  vastly 
more  profound  than  now.  The  physician  beeamr 
skilUnl  and  renowned,  as  many  of  them  did,  only 


as  he  became  shrewd  in  obaervatioa  and  eipe> 

rieiKe<1  by  years  ;  gray  hairs  were  the  only  passport 
to  popular  confidence.  Oliver  Wendell  Holmes 
pictures  him,  fiom  vivid  recollections  of  his  early 
life,  as  "  he  would  look  at  the  tongue,  feel  of  the 
pulse,  and  shake  from  his  vials  a  horrible  mound 
of  ipecac,  or  a  revolting  heap  of  rhubarb— good, 
stirring  remedies  that  meant  bushMSS,  but  left* 
flavor  behind  them  that  embitters  the  recollections 
of  ciiildhood. "  little  of  our  present  knowlege  of 
the  control  of  epidemics  was  possessed ;  small-pox, 
often  devastating  as  a  t(»rnailo,  was  just  then  about  to 
be  robbed  of  its  terrors,  and  the  preventable  diseases 
generally,  to  which  so  much  attention  is  now  given, 
and  which  if  completely  held  in  chedt  would  in- 
finitely lessen  the  rate  of  mortality,  were  neither 
studied  as  a  class  nor  controlled  by  organized 
boards  of  health.  No  better  contrast  can  be  shown 
between  then  and  now  than  is  seen  in  the  state- 
ment that  by  data,  gathered  firom  all  sources,  it  is 
found  that  the  sum  total  of  human  Kfe  has  been 
lengthened  in  civili/e<l  countries  25  per  cent 
since  the  beginning  of  the  century.  Dr.  Holmes 
says :  "  It  is  but  a  fractional  power  that  the  physi- 
cian has  over  disease,  and  a  comparatively  siDall 
fraction  over  the  issues  of  life  and  death."  But 
what  be  ladu  in  his  control  of  the  individual  is 
well  complemented  by  the  general  wodt,  as  is 
proven  by  this  general  result 

Besides  the  men  already  mentioned,  there  arc  a 
few  otiiers  then  practicing  here  who  should  be  spo- 
ken o£  The  oldest  physidan  hi  Albany  was  Dr. 
Wilhelmus  Maneius.the  sun  of  the  Dutch  dominie, 
who  practiced  medicine  as  well  as  theology  in  the 
early  history  of  the  colony.  He  was  now  past 
sixty  years  of  age,  over  six  feet  in  height,  and  a 
man  of  great  popularity.  He  received  his  educa- 
tion from  his  father,  and  probably  had  more  skill 
than  learning.  In  bis  arguments  with  his  )'Ounger 
and  more  liiierally  educated  jtartner,  Dr.  Wood- 
ruff, be  saved  himself  from  being  worsted  by  "Ah, 
decure,  Hnnloke;  de  core  is  de  great  ting.  I 
cure."  Dr.  William  McClelland  was  a  Scotchman, 
an  Kdinburgh  graduate,  and  for  the  times  an  edu- 
cated man.  He  was  the  first  president  both  of  the 
County  and  the  State  Medical  Societies.  His  part- 
ner for  a  time  w.-i.s  Dr.  Wm.  Hay,  who.se  long  life 
extended  to  the  easy  recollection  of  many  of  the 
present  citisens  of  this  vicinity.  Dr.  Knauff,  then 
advanced  in  years,  was  more  an  apothecaiy  than 
physician.  Dr.  Gau^  also  an  old  man,  had  been 
for  many  years  a  practitioBer  of  Bedilehem,and  Dr. 
<  )livcr  L;uhrop  was  a  physician  of  Watervliet,  then 
in  middle  life.   Younger  than  any  of  these 
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Dr.  Jonathan  Eights,  a  most  exact  and  methodical 

man,  who  through  the  fnt  half  of  this  centur}'  was 
licid  in  high  esteem  as  a  family  pliysician,  and 
made  many  contributions  to  medical  literature.  ■ 
Dr.  John  Steams,  a  Maaaachusetts  man  and  a  Yale 
graduate,  then  thirty  years  old,  was  for  a  number  ' 
of  jrean  a  practitioner  here,  and  deserves  especial 
honor  from  the  professioo,  as  to  his  efforts  were 
dae  the  exiating  lav,  enacted  in  1806,  under  which 
our  State  and  Coontjr  medical  societies  have  been 
incorporated. 

The  notable  event  in  medicine  at  the  beginning 
of  this  century  was  tiie  establishment  of  the  County. 
Medical  Society.  This  la  undoabtedlj  the  oldest 
medical  society  in  the  State,  having  been  estab- 
lished in  July,  1806,  immediately  after  tlic  passage 
of  the  incorporating  law.  llic  reason  urged  for  j 
die  passage  of  this  act  was  the  abondanoe  of  diap>  | 
latanry  and  the  neces-ity  f^r  combining  the  legiti- 
mate members  of  the  profession  to  control  it  7'hc  I 
nnivefsal  testimony  is  that  at  this  time  die  country 
was  overrun  with  empyrics.  Dr.  R.  M.  Wyckoff, 
to  whose  paper  on  Early  Medidne  in  Nr<v  I'nri  I 
am  indebted  for  much  information,  says  that 
medical  practice  in  early  times  was  pore,  but 
that  about  the  midille  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury the  charlatanry  of  the  Old  World,  which  was 
qoackiA  to  the  core,  htgm  to  find  a  fidd  in  die 
New.  Kor  its  own  resjKctal>ility  and  the  people's 
good  the  time  had  come  for  the  profession  to  assert 
itself;  it  did  so  by  bringing  the  reputable  physicians 
together  and  separating  them  from  the  disrepotablsk 
In  this  way  the  society  ha.s  done  inort>  to  suppress 
qoacker}'  (which  the  people  should  know  is  vasdy 
more  an  evil  to  them  dian  to  die  profession) 
than  all  the  restrictive  legislation  that  was  en- 
acted year  after  year  for  the  next  forty  years. 
Dr. Thomas  Run  wrote  in  1844,  what  is  always  per- 
tinent and  true:  " Quackerj' mu.st  be  suppressed, 
not  b)  lcL':is!ai!on,  but  l)y  enlightened  public  opin- 
ion of  its  dangers.  The  respectability  of  our  pro- 
fcsslon  is  to  be  promoted,  notl^  aalting  for  legal 
privileges,  but  by  an  increase  of  individual  zeal  and 
oo-operation."  In  this  State  no  one  is  entiUed  to 
professional  consideration  unless  he  is  a  member  of 
his  Coant)  Medical  Society. 

From  tin-  beginning'  th<-  s"tii  t\  !La>  maintained 
regular  meetings  for  mutual  improvement.  It  has 
always  been  a  means  of  co-operating  against  local 
epidemics  and  bad  unitary  conditions.  It.s  opin- 
ion and  advice  has  often  been  asked  by  the  Mayor 
and  Common  CbunciK  It  has  kept  up  the  social 
relations  of  its  member^  and  petpetuated  their 


memory  by  printed  biographies  and  portraits,  of 
which  it  has  a  considerate  collection.  It  has  ex- 
plicit laws  for  disciplining  unprofessional  members, 
but  has  very  seldom  made  use  of  tliem.  It  has 
been  of  a  liberal  spirit,  and  was  one  of  the  first  so- 
cicties  to  admit  women  tn  membership.  The  entire 
number  of  its  members  trom  iirst  to  last  has  been 
about  415.  The  fi}llowing  list  Includes  aO  of  the 
members  of  the  Society  since  the  otganiration,  and 
nearly  all  the  physidans  of  this  county  daring  the 
present  century. 

CHRONOLOGICAL  LIST 
errm 

MkDICAI.  SoCIETT  of  TlIK  ('01  NTY  OF  .\  I  n.\NY  FROM 
ITS  Orc^ANIZATION,  WIIH  Vk.AK   of  AliMlSSION  AND 

I'l  A  r  nK  < 'iRAiii  VI         The  Livinq  RbsdSMT 

M  RUBERS  ARE   INUICATED  BY  A  *. 

1806,  HuNLOKE  Woodruff,  New  York  City;  died  1811, 
agetl  56.  William  McCijcixand,  Edinburgh;  died  1812. 
aecd  43.  C  HAKLKS  D.  Townsend,  Columbia  Coll<^c, 
Medical  I>ef)artmeiit,  1802;  died  1847,  aged  70.  John  G. 
Knai:ff,  probably  in  Germany;  died  iSiu.  \a  \\s  WtL- 
L,\RI),  lUston;  died  1S27,  aged  71.  Wii  HKMi  s  M anctus, 
stiulicd  nil  ilicmc  Willi  111--  iathcr.  Rev.  G.  W.  M;UM  ius.  1758; 
died  liSoS,  a^;c■d  70.  William  .XntiERSdN.  I  nivcisity  oI 
Pennsylvania;  died  iS II,  aged  40.  Josf.!-h  W.  He<;imaK, 
I'rinccton;  die<l  1837,  aged  65.  Cornelii  s  \  ruoman,  Jr., 
University  of  Pennsylvania;  died  1811,  aged  30.  Alkxan- 
DIE  G.  Fi>NDA,  licensed  1806;  died  1869,  aged  84.  CaLBB 
Gavwwi  Bethtchcm.  Auia  stvs  ItAnatt,  uoaind  to  Sa> 
prcmeCoart,  1800;  died  1857,  aged  81.  AUOOSTOS  P.  R. 
TATUia,  Univenity  of  PauMyWuib,  1804;  died  1841, 
aged  jS. 

1807.  PcTBR  Wf.ndki.i  .  Unheni^of  niiiujbaiiia,ita7; 
died  1849,  aged  64.    Jacob  L.  VaX  DsoaaN,  BscCBt'S  da- 

grce.  1806;  resigned  1825. 
180S.  Archibald  H.  Adam.^,  Univtnitf  of  BdintaBi|li; 

died  i8ii.  aged  42.  Charles  Y>.  Coopkb,  New  York; 
died  1831,  aged  63.  Isaac  Hyde,  probably  licensed;  died 
1833,  aped  61.  Jamf_s  Low,  I'nivrrsity  of  Edinburgh, 
1807;  ilied  1S22,  »^vd  40. 

1809,  Simon  \  eei>er,  licentiate  of  this  society,  1807; 
died  i860,  ai^ed  72. 

1810,  WiLi.iAM  Bay,  Columbia  College,  Medic.il  De- 
partmcBt,  1707;  died  i86«,  aged  qy  Jonathan  Eichts, 
oerttScate  of  two  phnidans;  died  1848,  aged  75.  Iohn 
Sterns,  Unhmily  of  Pennsylvania;  died  lUliafMOC. 

181 1,  T.  RoManr  BacK,  College  of  Phyrienas  and  Sor. 
geons,  181 1;  died  1855,  aged  64. 

1812,  Jonathan  Johnion,  liccnlkte  of  lUt  nciety,  i8ia; 
died  i860,  aged  75.  Erastus  Williams,  licentiate  Ver- 
mont State  Society,  1800;  died  1842,  aged  69.  Pktkr  Da 
Lamater,  stadicd  medicine  1794;  died  1S49,  aged  77. 

1813,  Enoch  Cheney.   Oliver  I.athrop,  !>tudiM  with 
Dr.  White,  of  Cherry  Valley :  died  1824,  aged  S7- 

1816,  .Moses  Brownell;  died  March  12,  1S7Q,  .iged  90. 
Ru  iiMONi)  Hriiwnf.i  I.,  filed  diploma  with  C<iiiiity  Clerk, 
1S16:  rriiiii\<c|  i.i  Kliixlr  K1,,ihI.  Sami'el  Free.man,  Dart- 
mouth; removed  to  S.ir.it<>i,a;  lii-d  iMj2.  Georoe  I'rFOLO, 
Jr.,  College  Physicians  and  >uri;t-i.ns.  1S16;  dicil  1S72, 
.iKcd  76  Plait  Wii.liam.s,  Coluinljia  Colkige.  Mcdiail 
bcpartnicnt,  1810;  died  1870^  aged  86.  Joel  A.  Wing, 
licentiate  Montgomery  County  Society,  l8li;  died  1 853, 
aged  65. 

1817,  Thomas  J.  GttiONs,  College  PkytfciaM  ant  Siir- 
geoU)  1817;  died  1819,  aged  aa. 

1819,  WILLIAM  HuMrraavs,  CoHege  Phyiidiataad  Sur- 
geon*, 181^;  died  1826,  aged  31.  Charle.s  Martin,  licen> 
tiate  of  this  sociely,  181S.  Ashdsl  S.  Wehster,  College 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  1819;  died  1840,  aged  44.  CALEB 
\V<MiDWARl);  soon  left  the  city. 

i8aoL  John  Jambs.  CqUege  Phwidan  and  StuBeoos,  . 
1819;  died  1859.  aged  7a  Kocsavncrsi  died  1953, 
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1821,  MosF-s  Clement,  licentiate  erf  New  Hampshire 
St«te  Society,  1807;  ilicd  1831,  aged  51.  Henry  B.  Hal- 
LEKBECK,  licentiate  of  this  society;  died  1825,  aged  29.  Ly- 
man Si'ALPIm;,  died  1841.  aijed  46.  Bark.NT  P.  Si  \  vrs. 
licentiate  New  York  ^tatc  Medical  Stwriety,  1817;  didi  1S71. 
aged  74.  Sami  kl  S.  Trka  r,  Collcec  Physicians  ami  >ur- 
eeons,  1821 ;  died  1S52,  .i^i-d  33.  I'Kt'KK  S' an  O'I.im . v, 
licciitiatc  New  York  Slale  Mtdical  Society,  1820;  died  1872, 
ago!  75.  (  iiKLSToi'iiF.K  C.  Yates,  UocMcd  bjr  Sapicine 
Ciiuit,  1S02;  dl«<l  184S.  at;cd  70. 

1822,  Valentine  I>ENNirK.  licentiate  «f  thii  ndety. 
182a;  date  of  birth  and  death  nut  knovn. 

1823,  John  \V.  bAV.Colky  PhwiciMwaad  SiineoiM[,i8>3; 
died  1877,  aged  76.  Lcwis  C.  BMK,  bccatiate  of  thfa  10. 
detT,  1818:  died  1851.  aced  55.  Aldkm  MabgB.  Brown 
UnWenity.  iSlo;  died  1869,  aged  71. 

1824,  MKHAML  FknjOB,  ikeaaed  l>v  ciril  process;  died 
1855,  aged  83. 

1825,  RtmsSLAn  GANSRVOotT,  College  Physicians  and 
Sargeont,  1824;  died  1838.  aged  3s.  Joiis  W.  HiNCKUCv, 
licentiate  of  this  society,  1823;  died  i860,  aged  (7. 

1826,  (  11AKI.HS  E.  HuRRows.  David  W.  HooaitrAL- 
iNi;.  licensed  1822;  died  1829,  aged  33. 

1S27.  Ha/ael  Kane,  licentiate  uf  tli;-  -nuiy,  1822; 
died  at  Nassau.  Henuv  \'an  O'Linpa.  licentiate  ■)!  Mont- 
goinerv  (Viunty  Siiticly,  1S26;  ilie  l  iS^6,  a\^v-\  41 

1828,  James  P.  Humi,  I  nivcrsity  of  Pennsyh ania,  1825; 
died  May  10,  1H81,  a^ed  77.  James  M.  Brown,  licentiate 
of  this  aocicty,  iS2j:  died  1854,  asfsd  50.  Elisha  S.  Bl  r- 
TOM.  Berluhupc  Medind  CoBeR  ilajr:  died  1873.  'Bkni. 
B.  FBistMaORO,  Hoentiele  CotamUK  Conaty  Society,  i8iu. 
Samdil  Humpfreys,  licentiate  State  Society,  t8si;  died  in 
libetia,  1832,  a^cd  30.  Edward  A.  LIOXARD,  Yale  Col- 
IcRe,  Medical  I  letMrtnipnt,  1827;  died  1837,  aged  31. 
Michael  Malone,  liLentiate  Slate  Society,  l8a6;  died 
1844,  aged  46.  James  McNal'chton,  University  of  Edin- 
burgh, 1816;  dieil  1874,  a^ed  78.  Pki  er  McNauohton, 
Unireriity  of  Edinburv:li.  1S25;  ditsl  187;.  ;i!.'!-<l  71;.  \ViL 
Mam  NoiiLK;  rcn  ovcd  toAllnoii,  (  irle-ms  County.  I'KI  KK  1! 
Ni)\<iv,  licentiate  of  this  society,  18^4;  liiid  April,  1S82, 
a|.;eil  S'l.  I'l  UR  P.  Si  aaTS,  liceiltiatf  Sl.ilf  Society.  1825: 
died  1874.  ai;e'l  71.  WilLIAM  Tullev.  licentiate  (."oniu-c- 
ticut  Sl.itr  S.  Licty,  iSlo;  died  1859,  a^cd  74.  Hknkv  \  aN 
Ant\v  eki>,  licentiate  Stale  Socictjr,  1825;  died  1859,  aijed 
57.  Llke  Wellington,  Berkshire  Medical  College,  1825; 
removed.  Asa  Bukbamk,  Berkshire  Medical  CoUcgc,  1823 
died  tSjs. 

llaiL  EiRAM  T.  Biouow,  Felrfidd  IIimHtiI  College; 
dildiSaut  1868.  Henry GRXKx.FaiifialdllfldiadColieKC 
1814;  died  1844,  aepd  54.  Isaac  Hmwnuin.  licentiate  ot 
tide  todetr,  1827;  died  1852.  aged  48.  Acctm-rs  F.  Law. 
vn,  FaMeld  Medical  CoUege;  died  March  27,  1883,  aged 
75.  SomMON  Lincoln,  licentiate  State  Society,  l«9; 
removed.  Nicholas  Markay;  died.  Francis  N.  Sel- 
kirk, licenlwte  of  this  sfniety,  1829;  ilied  1849,  a^'cd 
40.  John  Stvles;  removed  to  New  Nork  City.  Hkn- 
JAMIN  Van  /.ANljr;  died.  Jamks  Wadk,  licentiate 
Scheiicctadv  Cimnty  Sccicty,  1S12;  diiM  1S67,  aged  78. 
NaNNING  V.  WiNNK,  \'ale  Medical  Sthool,  1828;  died 
1858,  aged  51. 

1830,  HenrV  Bronson;  removed  to  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Jonathan  H.  Case,  Fairfield  Medical  College,  1828;  died 
i86c,  aged  58.  Ubadiam  Crosby,  in  New  York,  1828; 
died  1838,  aged  38.  VuKOR  Cuvunt,  IkentiKle  State  Soci. 

ety,  i822;raBO«cd.   DaviomMI.  *T1I0IImHi)n,  UnU 

vanity  of  Peaneyhnmia,  i8)o;  Albany.  Jamb  S.  Low;  died. 
DAVit>  McLachiaw,  Unhreraity  of  GMgow,  iSao;  died 
1858,  aceil  55.  RicHARii  MirRrMT,  Ikotiate  St.ite  Society, 
1830.  William  0'1><isnell;  reiMvedto  New  York  City. 
William  Pearce.  Alva  W.  Rixtcwell,  Berkshire  Medical 
College.  1820;  died  l837,^ageil  41.  Nkijmin  KtisK,  licentiate 
Chaut.ini|ua County  Society;  at  Stnyvetant.  N-  Y.  Samuel 
Shaw,  removed  to  Mav>achusetts.  fiuv  Si  aldin<.,  died 
1854,  aged  75.  lOIIN  F.  ToWNStcND,  I  niversity  of  I'rnn 
sylvaiiin.  1S30;  died  1874,  aged  65. 

1831,  David  R.  Birri  s,  Yermont  Academy  01  Mtdi- 
cine,  1833;  removed  to  Saratoga  County,  iSi;i).  Hik\m 
CHRinik.  I.ANsiN<;  (7oRY.  Darius  Coy;  removed  to 
Cobie5kill.  Palmer  C.  Dorr,  licentiate  of  this  society, 
1824;  died  1840,  aged  43.   Richard  J.  Dvnenbuky;  re- 
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sylvania.  1831;  died  1855,  ascd  45.  Ten  Evck  Gansk> 
TQOKT,  University  of  Pennsylvania,  1825;  died  184^,  aged 
AO.  Lewis  B.  Gregory,  Fairfield  Medical  I  ollcne,  1830; 
died  1838.  age<l  30.  Ahraham  Groe.sbe<  k:  removed  to 
(  'hica(;i>.  lllinui-.  AmmOND  Hammond,  Yermotit  Academy 
of  -MedicineL  ihiii  1849.  age<l  46.  \t  -.fiN  I  Hai.i  t  sHAKt, 
licentiate  State  S>iicty,  1831,1)1^1;   iS)'  38.  CAR- 

,    KnM   Hl  \ii  HRl  V,  I'liiver-ity  111  reiiii-ylv,-Kiia;  died  at  Cal- 
]    LUtta,  1S34,  a,;eil         K  A.  1  kCK'i.   1  i  \  v  i  n  Si-ringstked, 
i    lii  i-iitia'.c  .it  thi^  ^iJiiety,  1830.   l.i  tiiek  M.  Trai  ky.  John 
1    \  \N  Ai  sTVNE,  Fairfield  .Medical  College.  1823;  died 
i8;b,  aged  76.    LeunaroG.  Warrrn,  Vermont  Academy 
of  Medkineb  1896^  died  1866,  aged  63. 

1832,  TARvn  BabmCY,  died  1838,  aged  33.   SnmtIN  D. 
Hand,  BerkaUre  MedicaJ  CoOaae,  1831.  Josiah  W.  Lkt, 
licentiate  Green  County  MedicM  Society,  1816;  died  1^69^ 
aged  71.   Platt  Wickrs,  removed. 
1830,  Lcvarettk  Moore,  Berkshire  Nfadieal  Colbfah 

1829;  remo\-ed  to  BaUston.   Van  Denmark. 

1834,  James  H.  Armshv,  V  ermont  .\cadcmy  ofMcdidnC^ 
1833;  <lied  1S75.  agc-d  (y>.  Frederk  K  CKnvNsK,  Albany 
<-"ounty.  >A\IL  I  I  IncKsMN,  licentiate  St.ite  'v.iiety,  1S29; 
died  1S58.  3|5;erl  51 ,  N.  1..  Ill  \i .KKKoRli,  licensed  lS'30;  dii-d 
'  1839.  agc<l  34.  Wl>  l  I^  ^  Ntu '  m\i  »,  \  ermoiit  Academy 
of  .\iedicine,  l8i2;  remtncd  to  Ithaca.  \\  ilmam  G.  Rai>- 
ri.iiF,  rcmoveti  to  Philadelphia.  llf.KMlAKU  SaBai.is, 
rciurnctl  to  Holland.  Sidney  Sawykr,  removed  to  Chi- 
cago, Illinois.  Hkkman  Wendell,  Collefe  VkpUaat 
ana  Surgeons,  1832;  died  1881,  aged  72. 

1837,  Wuxiam  F.  CAKTia,  iMaooa  IMieri  OKk^ 
1834;  died  1866,  afed  54.  H.  A.  GsAMT.nnMecd  to  Coa- 
necticat  Francis  W;  PBitar,  left  dty  after  short  resi. 
dence.  J.  B.  Rossman,  FBir6eld  Medical  College,  1829: 
died  December  23,  1883,  aged  77.  Edward  (}.  Sewau., 
removed  to  Canada.  John  H.  Trotter,  licensed  to  prac- 
ticc;  died  1861,  aged  48.  John  Van  Bl  ren,  Univem^  oi 
the  City  of  New  York;  died  1856,  aged  48.  AUDUHDn 
Van  Rensselaer,  removed  to  New  York  <  'ity. 

1830,  John  UaiiCOCK,  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine, 
1838;  died  March  13,  1879.  .Aged  (1^.  JhHN  Van  .Vi-sivsk, 
dieil  at  sea,  1844.  Petek  \  av  Hi  rkn,  <  ollej;e  Physicians 
an<l  Surgeons,  1823;  died  1S73,  aged  71.  John  Wilson, 
raiilu  ;.!  Me.iical  CoU^c  (?);  dioi  1877. 

1840,  Mason  F.  (TcKiiiWELiT  College  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  1833;  died  1864,  aged  54.  Oris  jBMBl,  MoeaMd 
by  State  Socic'lv,  1840;  died  1854,  aged  55. 

1841,  JoMM  O.  FlMUa,  dtodDeeniber  17, 1882.  E.  B. 
O'Callaohah,  Bocndate  Siite  Sodety,  1841;  died  ifSo, 
aged  to.  CttAUas  H.  Fayni,  lemm-ed  to  Saralaca.  U. 
If.  Wsnini,  died  ia  Brooklyn. 

1842,  SEI.AII  B.  Fish,  Berkshire  Medical  College,  1841; 
removed  from  the  county, 

1844,  l>>HN  Campbell,  Albany  Medical  College,  1S43; 
entered  Uniteil  States  Army  in  1847.  C.  E.  Dayton. 
Patrick  Gannon,  in  New  York:  died  1854,  aged  74. 
David  Martin,  Fairfield  Meilical  College,  i8ill;  died 
1853.  aged  53.    Wn.l  lAM  J.  Voi  NG,  removed. 

1S45.  Ukiah  G.  Higblow,  Albany  Medical  Colleire, 
1S43;  died  1873.  aged  52.  Christopher  C.  CiRhhs, 
liccnti.ite  ut  this  society,  1S43;  died  185*1,  .i,^ed  41.  ED- 
WARD Perry,  University  of  New  ^'^lrk;  die<l  at  the  .igc  of 
43.  J.  V.  P.  (^HJACKEMicsH,  .\lbany  Medical  College, 
1842;  died  in  1876,  aged  57.  Rkharh  H.  Thompson, 
Albany  Medical  CoUcge.  1842;  died  1864. 

1846,  Isaiah  Bmaxky,  Royal  College  of  Surgeons, 
Dublin,  1816;  died  1848^  aged  sal  *Samucl  IL  Frbbman, 
Albany  Medical  CoDege,  1846;  Albeny. 

1847.  Henry  B.  McHarg,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1S47;  died  1848,  aged  22.  Benjamin  \.  Sheldon,  Al- 
bany MedicU  College,  1S47,  died  September  10^  1864,  aged 
39.  '*JoHN  SwiNKi  RNK,  Albany  .Medical  College,  >848rAL> 
any.    C.  <  .  Waller,  left  the  city,  1855. 

i.S4S,  KiiWARD  II.  Ci.ARkK,  Albany  Mcdic.il  Collc^;e, 
1848;  removed  to  Buffalo.  Henry  B.  Fav,  Albany  Meili- 
cal  College,  1843;  removed  to  New  York  Cily.  W'illiaM 
GeogheoaN,  Royal  College  Surtjeons,  Dublin,  1S37;  died 
•^77.  *K*<1  ^'^  Alexander  W  .  McNam.h  ion,  .Vlliany 
Medical  College,  1S48;  died  January  7,  184J5.  a^jed  36. 
Pai  l  Todd  Taber,  Albany  Medical  College,  1S48;  died 
I  1851,  aged  25.  Howard  Townsend,  ^bany  Medical 
j  CoiB^,  1846;  died  Janaary  15,  i8f>7,  aged  44.  SvLvann 
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D.  WiLLARD.  AOw^  MaJicri  C«lleg>,  1I48;  <M  Apifla, 
18651  aged  40. 

1849.  David  WtLTlB,  Aflaqr  Xedkal  Callq(c^  it«7: 
died  1875.  aged  55. 

|85<\  Abkam  H.  McKown,  Albunr  liediea]  College, 
-  l8|^^died  1853,  aged  jj.   Thomas  H.  Mnucv,  Albany 


ajred  31.  Thomas  H.  Nnu 
CoUm,  l^SO:  died  1851,  aged  25.  Iaco*  Rein. 
XAKT.  Heideiburg  aad  Gottingen,  1847;  died  l86o^  aged 
35.  Jame5  H.  Sallisvury,  Albany  Medical  Colle^.  1^0: 
removed  to  New  Vork  City.  Augustus  Vir.LE,  Fairfield 
Medical  College,  1837:  diecl  Febniary  13,  I881.  AlOKtO 
Ci.  Wksirrveli,  Aliutny  Medial  GoiU^  1850;  remored 
to  Dtirham,  tireeii  Cminty. 

1851,  James  I..  Bahcoi'  k,  Allianv  Mctiical  College,  1850; 
died  February  i^,  iSSi,  a^;ed  5S.  |.  R.  Hri.i m  K,  Fairru-M 
Meiln  al  <  '(ill<  ^;f,  iS;,i>:  AIKinv  Cuunty.  1r  \  M.  Dr.  I,a- 
MATI  R,  Ailatjy  Medical  Collece,  1850;  died  September, 
1864,  aged  45.  Da\iii  E.  Fonda,  Fairtlcld  Medical 
College,  1818;  died  January  12,  1883,  ajjcd  66.  WlL- 
UAM  A.  Hawlev,  Albany  Medical  College,  1851;  re- 
amed to  SyracuK.  Charus  D.  Mauh,  Albany  .Medi- 
al CoUne,  l8so;  mwved  from  the  cto.  William 
B.  Sna,  Altenf  IMial  College^  1850;  died  October  18, 
l88(.  S.  O.  Van  Dbr  Pobu  Jeflbrson  Bfedlal  Collccc, 
1845;  lemored  to  New  Vorit,  t88t.  L  N.  Wvckopf, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1853;  never  practiced  medicine; 
died. 

1852,  F.  L.  R.  Cmapiv,  Albany  Medical  College,  1851; 
rcmmeil  to  Clen's  F«ll>.  Samukl  Ingraham,  Alhany 
.Medi  al  College,  184^;  removed  to  Palmyra.  'JosKril 
I.F.w  i,  rniversity  of  Vienna,  1847;  Albany.    l.KVt  Slo.  .kk. 


rMlujiy  .Medical  College,  i8(i;  died  June  30,  1880,  aged 
Henry  F.  Si'E.n<  ek,  .VUmo^  Meoiat  CoUCBt^  V 

died  at  sea,  1862,  aged  36. 


853,  lIiKAM  .\.  F.iJMoNDS,  Albany  Medical  College. 
1853;  died  1S57,  aged  29.  'Hknrv  March,  Albany  Mt5i- 
cafCollegc,  1853;  .Vlliany.  J.  H.  Scoo.n,  .\lbany  Medical 
College,  1840;  died  July  22,  18S0,  aged  54.  John  P. 
Wrmgk,  Altaajr  Mfldkil  CaUMe,  185a:  died  1873,  aged 
44.  Harvkt  B.  Wiuor,  BerfoUra  Media]  College,  1842 ; 
remored  to  Syracuse. 

1854,  •William  H.  Bailkv,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1853;  Albany.  •Willi  \m  H.Craig,  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege, 1852;  .Mbany.  'CiiMtLts  Devol,  F.iirfield  Medical 
College,  1831;  Alhany.  .\lkxandkr  H.  Hoft,  Jefferson 
Medical  ColleiM-,  1845;  died  1876,  aged  55.  S.  P.  Ulink, 
Vermont  -\ca  k-my  ot  .Mcilitinc,  |8:;2;  removed  to  Ixiwville. 

1S53,  .siKiiiKN  J.  \V.  I'ahok,  Collcije  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  1 84 1 ;  removed  to  Iowa.  Daniel  Wasserbach, 
Uamni^  of  HaKWk  1843;  died  Scipeemher  11, 1880^  aged 
66. 

1856,  Frederick  C.  Adams,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1847;  died  1861,  aged  4a  •Amos  Fowlkr,  University  of 
New  York,  1846;  Albany.  *IIknrtG.  McNauohton, 
Albany  Medical  CoU^e,  1856;  Albany.  Staats  Winhe, 
Albuiy  Medial Coitagek  i85i;4HedMRy3q^  i88&efed  53. 

1857.  O.  C  ALKANDa,  AlbRivr  Medial  College. 
1854;  Albiay.  *Hnuu(  Croonsiu  veraioBt  Aodemy  of 
Medidne^  1847;  Albany.  *GniROB  H.  Nkwoomb,  Albany 
Medical  Coll«^c,  1835;  Albany.  WiLUAM  C.  Rodgers, 
.\lbiny  Medical  College,  1854;  died  i860,  aged  30. 
•A.  Siill.ANi),  All  itiy  Mclical  College,  1853;  \\e>t 
Troy.  John  I  ^  .  ai't,  AlUmy  Meilital  College,  1853; 
died  Nov.  24,  1878,  at  Schobarieb  aged  47.  Altkro 
Wanus  Albuy  liHial  College^  18^;  died 

aged  48. 

1S5S,  John  H.  Becker,  Albany  >Iedical  Collcije,  1853  ; 
died  1 873,  agc»l  45.  'H.  S.  Case,'  Albany  .Mrdic.iT  College, 
1853;  Albany.  Alex.  Edm^ston,  my  Mc  li.  il 
College,  i8s3;died  i87i,aged42.  'Thomas Hi;t_MR,  .MUmy 
Medical  College,  1854;  McKownsvillc,  Albany  Co.  Mil- 
ton M.  Lamb.  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine,  1856  ;  re- 
noved  to  Lansingburgh,  1873.  J.J.  MVSRB,  Albany  Med- 
ical College,  1857;  Albany.  JamisE.  POMniBT.  Alb.any 
Medial  College,  18^8  ;  dud  Feb.  33. 1869,  aged  43.  Leroy 
McLran,  Albany  Medical  College.  18$$  ;  removed  to  Troy. 
Grorgr  Steinart,  University  of  New  Vork,  1855 ;  re- 
moved to  New  York  City.  Andrew  \Vii.son,  Mceotiate 
Columbut  County  Society  ;  died  1S71,  agetl  56. 

1859,  'CiURLES  II.  I'oRTEK,  Albany  Nlcdical  CuUcge, 
1859 ;  Albany.   K.  S.  McMurdv,  Albany  Medical  College, 


1847  ;  lenovad  to  MfanMapalis,  1873.  'R.  H.  Sakin,  AI 
baiiy  Medical  College,  ]8$6;  We^t  I'roy.  'CHARLts  H. 
Smith,  Albany  Medical  College,  1859 ;  Albanv.  Thomas 


Smith.  Albany  Bledical  College,  1845  ;  died  iSu.  Cmarus 
P.  Staats.  Alhanr  Medkal  Callcce.  1853  ;  died  April  16^ 
1884,  aged  53.  Oscar  H.  Yoong,  Albany  Medical  Col- 


lege, 1858  ;  removed  to  Michigan. 

l86o,  losr.Ht  Atherlev;  died  1864.  'J.  R.  R.>llwarr, 
Albany  Medical  College,  18^9  ;  Albany.  William  B.  Cham- 
bers, Albany  Medical  College,  1858  ;  removed  to  Fulton 
County.  A.  S.  HvrloW,  .Mbany  Medical  College,  1859; 
removed  Inmi  the  county.  W\sniNGroN  KiLMER.  Allany 
Meflic-al  College,  1S60;  removed  to  Fl'irida.  John  V. 
I.ANil.N<.,  New  Vork  .Medical  College,  1S54  ;  died  May  9, 
i8S{),  aged  56.  Martin  I..  Mead,  .\Itiany  Nlcdical  College, 
1850 ;  removed  to  <  ihio,  iS-i.  *J.  W.  .Mcvure,  Vermont 
Academy  of  Medicine,  1S51)  :  Cohocs.  'Curnklivs  D. 
MoSHEk,  .'Mbany  .Metlical '/ollege,  1859;  .Mbany.  JosKl'll 
N.  NoRTHRor,  Vennonl  Academy  of  Medicine,  1S39  ;  died 
.Sept.  17,  1878,  aged  61.  John  Sheriff,  Albany  Medial 
College,  1859 ;  removed.  J.  L.  WRI.CH,  Albany  Medial 

^'^^SNvJur  BLAtstW^CudetemTv^?^;  died  1864,  aged 
49.  'Frank  G.  Mosbbr,  Albany  Medical  College,  1848  ; 
Coeyroan^. 

1862,  •Thoma.s  Beckett,  Albany  Medical  College,  1861; 


Albany.  Asahel  Kurt,  Jr.,  Albany  Medical  College,  1861; 
removed.  IIlnrv  R.  IIaskins,  AUmiw  Mc^lical  Colleee, 
1861  ;  die<l  M.itch  31,  1S.83,  aged  48.    J.  D.  Havens,  Al- 


bany Medical  College,  1S61  ;  died  Feb.  12,  1875,  aged  40. 
Frank  J.  .Maitimokk,  .Vll  .uiy  Mrlnal  ti.|!cgc,  i8<jo; 
died  lS^)3,  agc'l  29.  F.  H.  I'AK.Mr.i.E,  Alb.my  Medical  Col- 
lege, 1842  ;  died  J.in.,  1882.  agc<l  68. 

1863,  JoH.s  F.  Ckoi  NSK,  Albany  Medical  College,  1868; 
died  1872. 


1864,  Strphkn  Johnson,  Albany  Metiic.-il  College,  1849  ; 
resigned  1875.  Jacob  S.  Mosiibr,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1861 ;  Albany  ;  died  Augiist  13,  1883,  aged  49.  C.  B. 
O'LURT,  AibaivMedlal^ll^  1860  ;  died  1S77,  aged 


38.    'H.' W.  SnxNBBRO,  FWrfield  Medial  College,'  1837  ; 

Uand.  Silas  P.  Wright,  Albany  Medical  College^ 
1862 ;  feniovcd. 

1865,  Gideon  H.  Armsry,  Albany  Medical  CoU^e, 
1864;  died  Nov.  20,  i88i,aged39.  ilVRON  Knowlton, 
Caiileton,  Vt.,  1.837  ;  removed  to  Rochester.  P.  I-.  F. 
RE^Nol,l^^,  .\lbany  Medical  College,  1861  ;  Albany. 
Cii.VKLF.s  A  Ki  ■liRRTsoN,  Jefferson  .Medical  College.  1853; 
di<tl  A|ni;  I,  iSso,  aged  51.  William  Si<;shee,  \erinont 
Acndt  niv  of  Medicine,  1852;  removed  to  Illinois.  'Ezekirl 
M<  LK  >K[>  Waob,  Venmnt  Academy  of  Medidiie,  1839; 

Watervliet. 

i.S<y^i,  Charles  S.  .Am, en,  .\ll>»ny  Meilical  College,  1864; 
RensitcUer  Co.  MIekman  Bendeli^  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege, 1862  ;  Albany.  John  Fkk<u:soN,  Vermont  Academy 
ofMcdicine,  1836  ;'died  1874,  agtd  63.  MichaklGillican  : 
removed.  Groror  T.  Strvins,  VenMont  Academy  el 
Medicine,  1857 ;  removed  to  New  Yorii  City.  CUfTAVU* 
Triskatis,  Albany  Medial  College,  1865  ;  lemvved  to 
New  Vork  Citv.  'Albert  Van  der  Veer,  National  Med- 
ical College  (Mod.  Dep.  Columbia  Col.,  Washington^  1863  ; 
Albany.  Warner  Van  Stee.nbkki;,  University  ot  Vermont 
(Med.  Dep.),  l8j6  ;  die«l  at  Coho«.  May  3,  1.8S0.  aged  48. 

1867,  James  S.  Bailev,  .■Vlbany  .Medic.il  College,  lSj3  ; 
died  July  I,  1883,  aged  53.  'A.  1'Jk<;kaik,  .Ml>any  Medical 
College,  1 85S;  ( >iitlilerlaiid.  'ALFRED  H.  Hi  ksteh.  AUxmr 
Medical  College,  1863;  Alltany.  J'>iin  K.  t.Rtr.oRY,  Al- 
bany Medical  College,  1858  ;  remuvcd  to  Trumansburg. 
Edward  R.  Hi.'N,  (  ollege  Physicians  ami  Surgeons,  1866  ; 
died  March  14.  i88ij,  aged  jS.  James  V.  Mi:Kc>\vn.  .\n)any 
Medical  College,  1S06  ;  Albany.  'V.  M.  Mukpliv,  Albany 
Medical  College,  1863;  Albany.  V.  O'LSART.  Albany 
Medical  College,  1866  ;  Albany. 

■868^  L.  M.  ODNULMKVIR:  removed  to  Cincinnati,  O. 

Alrxandrr  McDonald  ;  dwd  1877,  age.i  ^3.  *Jukn 
Thompson.  University  ol  New  York,  1868 ;  .Mbany. 
Richard  D.  Tra\i:r,  St.  Loub  Medical  College,  1809  ; 

rcmovc-<l  to  Troy.  N.  V.    'C.  E.  VVlTBECK,  Albany  .Mcdtcal 

College,  1 866;  (  ohoes. 

i8<«),  'IliRAM  Becker,  Albany  Medical  College,  1864: 
•  New  Salem.  I>an1«L  M.  StimsdN,  College  Phy«icianS  RIM 
I  Swgeoas,  1868  \  removed  to  New  York  Ctfy,  1871. 
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1870, MoHN  M.HiCELOW,  College  Physicians  and  Surgrons, 

1870  ;  Albany.  J.  Myers  Hkiogs,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1869  ;  died  1874,  aecd  29.  Thomas  I).  Ckuthkks,  Albany 
Medical  College,  1^5;  removed  lo  Hartford,  Conn.  'J.  R. 
Davidson,  ATUany  Medical  Collei^c,  liWxj  ;  South  Bethle- 
hem.  El'stis  II.  Davis,  AUiany  Mci'.iial  (  ollcgc,  1854; 
rerooveil  to  Watkins.  'J.  1).  1-  km  iikkstonh  vrtiii,  Colli'ne 
Phy-'ii.iiiii-  atid  Surt;ei'iis,  1870:  Cohno.  11.  I).  Li>->fcK., 
Albany  Mcklical  Collq;c,  1S6S  ;  died  1S74,  agcii  25.  Wu 
Ll.wi  .M'>K'..\fi,  Albany  Mcxiical  CoUej^c,  iSfx)  :  Al  i.wis  ;  ic 
siyiifil  US83.    'Wm.  H'.  'I',  Kl  VNOLUS,  t  ollcKC  o(  Pl^y^ici.lIl«l 

and  Surgeons.  1870;  Albanv.  'Charles  F.  Scattercood, 
Albany  Medical  College.  1868  ;  Albany.  'A.  V.  Tkn  Evck, 
AOmuij  Medical  Ciillcie.lM6;  Rensselaer  County. 

iSyt,  L.  R.  BOVCI,  Bcentiate  Ot^gu  Co.  Society,  1862 ; 
MiigiMd  1877.  Omom  p.  Cobb,  Albany  Medical  College, 
1868  ;  West  Troy  ;  suspended  1876.  P.  J.  C  Goumnc  ; 
removed  to  MaawchoMtls.  *L.  C.  B.  Gravelinb,  Albany 
Medical  College,  xfttx  ;  Albany.  'Lorekzo  Hauc,  Albany 
Medical  College,  1868  ;  Albany.  K.  V.  R.  I.ansinuh,  Jr., 
Albany  Medical  College,  iSto  ;  died  April  13,  1S79.  'Wil- 
liam H.  Mtrkav,  Allany  SlHical  Colitn^e.  |86<);  Albany. 
E.  B.  'lEm ,  Huttalo  .MfiJif.iI  Ci;H<-i;c,  1SC4 ;  rcmovctl. 
Barnabas  Wood,  University  of  N.v>hville,  1S52  ;  died  1S75, 
■ged56. 

1872,  'pREDERir  C.  Curtis,  CoUci^c  of  I'hysicians  and 
Suri;ci>us  1S70  ;  All>any.  Isaa'  1  M:  /'-'  'i  i:ilK,  Albany  Med- 
ical College,  1869  ;  removed  tu  GloversviUe,  1875.  'Wil- 
liam Hailks,  Albany  Medical  College,  1870  ;  Albany. 
S.  A.  iNuiiAU,  Albany  Medical  College,  1871  :  removed  to 
little  Falle.  J.  H.  Laokamob,  Albany  Madieal  College, 
1871 ;  KBOvsd  to  CohmUa  County.  J.  H.  LaaitBa,  Al- 
baitj  Medlral  CoOaga,  1871 ;  died  1873,  aged  as.  CiOJn 
Lton,  Albany  Medical  ColleKe.  1871 ;  remorcd  toNewYerk 
City.  Philip  J.  MAr.t  tRB,  (,ollc|^  Physicians  and SnnMOU, 

1871  ;  removed  to  Brooklyn.  *B.  U.  Steenberg,  Albaay 
Medical  College,  1870;  Albany.  'John  Bbn  Stonehousb, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1871;  Albany.  'WilllsG.  Tl'CK- 
KB,  Albany  Medical  College,  1870  ;  .VUi.iny.  •Iai.enf.  V'a.v 
SlYKE,  Albany  Medical  Collei,'c,  1871  ;  .\lbany.  'K.  11. 
Starkweather,  All>any  Medical  Collci^e,  1871':  ,\lluny. 
•G.  I..  L'l.I.M AN,  Albany  Medical  Collct;L',  1871  ;  All>.iny. 

1873,  .Almos  S.  Ali,E.v,  Albany  .Medical  College,  1872  ; 
removed  to  PitLsfield,  Mass.  'John  U.  Havnks.  .Ml-my 
Medical  College,  1872  ;  Cohoes.  'Joseph  H.  Hi  vtner, 
Albany  .Medical  College,  1872  ;    Albany.     George  A. 

{ONES,    Albany   Medical   Coll^,    1869 ;    died  1875. 
AMIS  C  Hamnak  UnifenilT  el  Mew  York,  1^3 ; 
raaotcd  to  HoorfA  fUi%  lK>.    ■Jambs  P.  Bcmn, 

^1  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons.  1871 ;  Albany. 
ANK  Garbott,  Albany  Medical  College.  1872 ;  re- 
moved to  Mcchanicsvillc.  'C.  E.  Seoer,  Albany  Medical 
College,  1863  ;  Adams  Station.  'Patrick  E.  Fennellv, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1869  ;  West  Troy.  'Octavius 
11.  E.  Clarke,  McGill  University,  Montreal,  1870  ;  Cohoes. 
Alfred  L.  W'anus,  .Mbany  Meilical  Cc«lle^;e,  1869  ;  re- 
BM>ved. 

1874,  '\.  1,.  ArciiaMBEAULT,  Laval  t 'niversity,  rtiicbec, 
1870;  Cohoc!..  'Lewis  HalcH,  Collri.;r  I'ln  -KMn->  and  Sur- 

.  geons,  1870  ;  Albany.  'O.  I>.  Bai  i..  iilcj^e  Physicians  and 
Surgeons,  1867;  Alfiany.  Geokgi.  11.  Bk.njamin,  Albany 
Mctfical College,  1872;  removed.  'L.  lk)Ui)KI.\s(|)iiMoRAT), 
Victoria  Univenitv,  Montreal,  1870  ;  Cohoes.  C.  H  Bufkin- 
TON,  Albany  Medical  ColWe,  1874;  West  Troy.  'Daniel 
U.Co(Nt,A]liainr  Medical  College,  1873 ;  Albwy.  Uuman 
C.  EraKn,  AttwDy  Medical  CoUege,  1873 ;  Keunved  to 
Caithage,  N.  Y.  James  A.  Hakt,  College  Fhysiciana  and 
Svrgeoiu,  1873  ;  removed  to  Colorado  about  1877.  WtL- 
UAM  W,  MacOrkcor,  Albany  Medical  College,  1873;  re- 
moved to  Glen's  Fall?.  '<_  vri  s  S.  Merrill,  College  Phy- 
sicians and  Surgeons,  1871  ;  Albany.  LiNZEET.  MoKKILL, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1S73  ;  removed.  'NELSON  MoN. 
rok,  Vermont  Aca<lemy  of  Medicine,  1840  ;  Green  Island. 
•George  W.  Papen,  College  Physicians  atnl  Surgeons, 
1874;  Albany.  'A.  T.  Van  VKANKKN,  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege, 1 873 :  West  Troy.  '  Fsux  WUsMAM,  Anaay  Medical 
College,  1847:  We>terlo. 

1S75,  *llAS^,\i  ■  \V.  I'l  ;;  .  Alluny  Medical  Collciji',  18416; 
removed  ti>  I  a-l  .Mhany.  'M  \  KV  1>1  Hois,  Womans  Medical 
College  of  I'entisylvania,  1S71;  .\lbanv.  Hakkis  I.  Fel. 
LOWS,  Albany  Medical  College,  1874;  died  .\i^ust  29,  1S81, 


aged  44.  Hiram  T.  Herrinoton,  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege, 1873;  removed  to  Rensselaer  County.  Henry  V. 
Hfi.L,  Albany  Medical  College,  1874;  removed  to  Sche- 
nectady, 1880.  'HknRV  E.  Merenfss,  Albany  Medical 
College,  1874;  Albany.  Joiis  E.  Mkk  a:  1,  .Mlany  Me<li 
cal  College,  1874;  reniovc-d  to  KeiclmmS  Cunicr-.,  N.  \. 
Franklin  A.  Mc.Nsun,  C  ollcgc  Phy-uians  and  .Sur^eiinii, 
1S73;  died  December  8.  1S7S,  .i^-.  d  'Niikman  L.  Snow, 
College  Physicians  anil  Sui(.;cm:iv.  iH<jI;  Alb-any.  *T.  M. 
Tkei.o,  College  PhvMcian^  and  .Surgeons,  1874;  Albany. 
TlluMAi  WiL-'ON,  .Mlan\  Meiiiial  College,  1874;  removed 

to  Claverack,  1876.  Kihvaki>  Vath^  JeflenHi  Medical 
College,  i86qk  died  1876,  aged  29. 

18^  *]L  D.  Clakk.  Long  Island  Medical  CoUege;  Al> 
bany.  WltUAM  A.  Hall,  Albany  Medical  College,  1875; 
removed  to  FuItoD,  Oawcgo  Co.  ^.  M.  Haskzll.  UniTer- 
sity  of  Michigan;  Baai-OB-aifr>HQdMn.  «P.  J.  KeecaN. 
Untverrity  of  New  York:  Albany,  'T.  K.  Pbjiry,  Albany 
Medical  College,  1875;  Albany,  'W,  L.  Pl'WLB,  Albany 
.Medical  College,  1875;  Albany.  Elbbrt  T.  Rl'i.ison. 
Albany  Medical  College,  1875;  removed  to  Amsterdam. 
•Setii  Ci.  Shanks,  .Mlany  Medical  Colleire,  187:;;  .Mt  any. 
A.  I!.  \'.  Smyth,  .\lViuny  Medical  Colle.L;c,  1^75;  ri  iimvcd 
t  >  MlriavilU  .  'SAMUEL  6.  Ward^  Georgetown  Medical 
C.  '.U'cc,  1864;  Albany.  'HakUBT  A.  WoomTAto,  Syra- 
cuse I  Diversity,  1875;  Albany. 

1877,  'James  F.  Barkfk,  .\lbanv  Mclical  rnlkge,  1^77; 
.\lbany.  'William  N.  Hays,  Albany  .Mc.lical  College, 
1875;  Albany. 

1878,  'Jesse  CROt;MSE,  Albany  Medical  College,  1877; 
Knoweisville.  •W.  O.  SnuUAM.  AllMMgr  MMUcarCoikge^ 
1878:  Albany. 

1879,  *E.  A.  Babtlbtt,  Albany  Medical  College,  1879; 
Albany.  'G.  Upton  Pei.tib»,  Hoop's  College,  Quebec, 
1873;  Cohoes.  'James  C.  Healey',  Albany  Medical  Col- 
Iqec,  1877;  Albany.  W.  Kilboitrne,  University  of  the 
City  of  New  York.  1874;  Albany.  'Lansi.ng  B.  Winnb, 
Coflecc  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  1878;  Allany.  'Frank- 
lin Town^knd,  Jr.,  (_~h1:l".'c  I'hvMcian*  .md  Surgeons, 
1876;  .Albany.  *(  >rio  Rn  . m  \  n  v ,  AUiatiy  Medical  Collei;e, 
1870;  ,\lbiiny.  'John  Sun. ami,  AlUmy  Medical  College, 
1878;  West  l  ioy".  'Uriah  B.  LaMOURE,  .Vld.n.y  Metllcal  Ceil- 
lege,  1878;  ,\lhany.  Wm.  J.  Lfwis,  College  Pliysiciai.!.  and 
Surgcwnj,  :i  n-.oveil  to  Hanfoid,  Conn.  '.MaiiriceJ. 
Lewi,  Allanv  Mr  ileal  CoUejje,  1877;  .Mljany.  Thomas  li. 
\'an  Ai-sr\ sr,  Alliany  Medical  C«jllege,  1879;  removed  to 
Richmond viiie,  .N.S  .,  1880.  P.  B.  Collier,  Lung  Island Col- 
iMe  Hoipital,  1866;  Albany .  *Et>WAtD  £.  BaoWN,  Albaiqr 
Medical  CoUege,  1879;  Albany.  M.  W.  Bkooks,  Univcrw 
sily  of  VcnnoBt,  1879:  removed  to  New  York  City,  1880. 
'J.  E.  Hall,  Albany  Medical  College,  1877:  Green  Island. 
S.  O.  Van  der  Poel,  Jr,,  CoUege  Physicians  and  Sur- 
geons, 1876;  removed  to  New  YoK  WiLLIAM  Geoghan, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1874 ;  removed  to  New  York. 
'John  D,  R.  McAllister,  .Mbany  Medical  College,  1879; 
Albany.  TllOMAS  FEATliERSTONiiArr.n,  .Mhany  Medical 
Collet-e,  1877;  18S2,  removed  to  New  York.  SHELDON 
\'ouRUEES,  Albany  Medical  College,  1879;  removed  to 
Auburn,  1881, 

18S0,  'ItAMKI.  C.  Case,  Albany  Medical  College,  1870; 
Sliiit;erlaiHU.  '  1  UKo.  P.  BaILKV,  (  ollcgc  Physicians  and 
Surgc.iiis,  18.S0;  All)«iny.  A.  P.  Cahler,  Albany  Medical 
College,  1880.  'Frank  J.  Merrington,  Albaay  Medi- 
cal College  18S0;  Albany.  'Sam'l  R.  Morrow,  College 
Pkfiiciana  aadStiiieeaa,  iM;  Kkmf,  Jukk  W.  Gould, 
Albany  Medical  CiMlnn  1880:  rmmtA.  John  T.  White, 
Albany  Medical  Cwwge^  im;  removed  to  New  York. 
*Georcb  £.  ELMiHDORr,  Alboiy  Medical  College,  1875; 
Cocyinans  Hollow.  M.  R.  C,  Pecx,  College  Pnysidaaa 
and  Surgeons,  1 876.  TlIOMAS  D.  WoRDEN,  Albany 
Medical  College,  1880;  removed.  I>EHMan  B.  Hoit, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1880;  removed.  John  Thomas 
Kray,  Albany  Medical  College.  1879;  *Ued  JantHUry  4, 
1S81,  aL;ed  28.   Daniei.  l'K<iAN,  Qaeeovi Uohoii^,  D«ib> 

lin,  Ire'aiid;  removed  to  Ireland. 

iSSi,  *t.EoR(,E  S.  MUNSON.  .\lUa:iy  Medical  CoUcee, 
iSSo;  .\ll>any.  John  F.  IXii  ksvcoiJ,  Albany  Mc-dical  Col- 
lege, 1S81;  removed  to  Wisconsin.  S,  EUWARI)  UllmaN, 
.Mbany  .Medical  Colkxe,  18.S0;  .Mbany.  'T.  W.  Nellis, 
Albany  Medical  Ct)la-i;e,  isSi;  Albany.  'W.  J.  Neli.IS, 
Albany  Medical  College,  1879;  Albuy.   *F.  L.  Classen, 


Digitized  by  Google 


MEDICINE  IN  ALBANY  COUNTT, 


918 


Alfauv  Medical  Colle^,  iSSi;  Albany.  'Howard  MtL- 
UB,  Albany  Medical  College,  1881;  Albany.  'IIoWAROS. 
Paimb.  Albany  Medical  College  18S1 ;  Albany.  'LaVMN- 
TINE  RoitcHEL,  Buffalo  Medical  College;  Albany. 
Thomas  G.  Hvi-ANn,  Bcllcvuc  Medical  College;  removed. 
Carkoi.  II,  I'nii.i.ns,  Albany  Medical  College,  Watcrvlict; 
dii-d  Ktliruarv  14,  iHS;.    C.  W.  Gnuui,  Albany  Medical 

College;  rc^v>^L'd.  (j'uARLH  T.  HODOUnTOIIf,  tCBOUlf 
Medical  ColKr^e;  rfiiiovcii. 

1882,  'W.  B.Sabin.  Albany  Medical  Colk«e.  iSSl;  W«t 
Troy.  'Samukl  Pkters,  Vcrinoiit  Academy  of  Medicine, 
iS4'.;  Wot  Troy.  FRANK  S.  fETRRS,  Albany  Medical 
Collevje,  1874;  died  1883.  *Henry  Hun,  Harvard  Medical 
School,  1879;  Albany.  'Georgs  E.  Lyom,  Albany  Medical 
College.  1882:  West  Trov.  *W.  H.  Fowuui,  Jefftnon 
Medical  CoUwe,  tto);  Albany.  *David  Rlbischman,  A1- 
lMBTliidl2l5olln^  iHi;  Albany. 

1^1,  *WiuiM(  Ik  Sanrrmi,  Altamytiedkal  Collage^ 
1893;  Albaiif.  *nuinc  H.  Fns,  ABmqr  Mediad  CoOcfe, 


ifl^;  Albany.  'Charles  K.  Crawford,  Albany  Medkal 
ColU^,  1881;  Albany.  *T.  W.  RiLEY,  Albany  Medfcal 
College,  1882;  Albany.  WaI-trr  W.  Schofikld,  Albanv 
Medical  College.  1882:  removed  to  .MassachuMrtts.  'C.  M. 
Culver,  AlUinv  Medical  College,  1881:  Allxany.  J.  W. 
Mann,  Albany  Medical  College,  iSS:;;  <l:ia  1SS4.' 

1884.  'J.  H.  MiTCHKLL,  Albany  Mnlical  Collet;.-.  18S2; 
Cohoes.  'R.  J.  Brown,  Allxany' McHlrI  Cu'.li  1S82; 
Alluny.  *T.  F.  C.  Van  AllkN,  Alliany  Medical  I.  ollegc, 
18S2;  .Mlany.  'Josefh  D.  CraIC,  .-\llany  Medical  Col- 
lege, 1884;  Albany.  'Kijoar  C.  Halienhixk,  Bellevue 
Medical  College,  '  iSSi ;  Bcfhlehcni.  (i.  S.  KNICKER- 
BOCKER, College  Phyaicians  and  Surgeons;  removed. 
C.  C.  Samvm,  Albany  Medical  Colkfe;  Tray  ^aoo. 
lesident). 

188$.  •ScLWiii  A.  ROMlUt  Aitnojr  Medicel  GoUmb. 
1877;  Albany.  'Fbmwbwk  Dl  Mmuull,  Albaagp  Medlitt 
.  1881}  Alfaaay.  ^fbwi  H.  SBUUiaout,  Alfaaay 
iCeBege,  1II3;  Albuf. 


OFFICERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY  FROM  ITS  ORGANIZATION. 


Year. 


I'RKSIDK.N  r. 


Vice  Frfsident. 


1809 
810 
811 
8i> 

f'3 
fH 
8i« 
818 

1818 
819 
Sao 

831 

82a 


806  !  Hunlokc  Woodruff   Wm.  McClelland 


Wm.  McClelland, 
JooalhaBEigtitB., 


M 


JobnSteans. 


James  Low  
onathan  Eights. 
C.  C.  Vatcs...., 
William  Bay  


830  ' 

|3i 

183s 

1833 

1834 

% 

838 
839 
840 

843 

is 

850 

8s  I 

854 

856 


Jed  A.  Wkw. 
«• 

Piatt 

M 

ChaifcaD. 


AUen  Mwdi... 
BaientP.StBatB. 

44 

I . 

John  W.  Kay.  .. 
James  P.  Ikjyd. . 


Jonathan 
Fetor  Van 


:hu. 


•••••••a 


Thomas  Ilnn  

Mason  F.  Cogswell. 
Jame*  McNaughtna. 


JanwB  H.  Anuby. 


J.  V.  P.  I 

Samud  H.  Frmium«, 
«« 

SylTCBtar  D.  WlUaid. 


Charies  D.  Townsend . 

Isaac  Hyde  

Eraatut  WiUiama  


Low.. 

11 

u 

WOliaaiBay. 


Jonathan  Eights. 


Charles  I).  Townsend. 
Bareut  P.  Staals  


Gay  SpaldiBff. 


B.  B.  Fradcnbargh . 
Peter  B.  NosoQ .... 
Alva  W.  RockwcU. 

L.  G.  Warren  

Peter  McNaughtoo. 


Jfliha  S.  Van  Ata^nw , 


Henry  Van  't'l.inda. 

Ma^u:i  1  (/'•t;^we!l. 
k.  II.  Thompson.  . , 


John  Swinburne. 


WB.F.CMar. 

M 

U.G. 


H. 


Sylmler  D.  Wlllaid , 
■I 

S.  O.  VaMlerpod.... 


SECRrrARV. 


.  I>  Van  Deuscn. 
'.  Roaqra  Beck. 


Williaii:  ll^nipfir^. 


Van  U'Linda. 
Jbbmb  F.  Boyd  


Lake  Wdltastoa. 


Abraham  Groeibedc , 


I'etcr  \'an  Burco. 
Henry  (irccne..., 


i onathan  Case.  . 
ohn  Campbell. 


kV.  P.  Qoackenbush 
njamin  A.  Sheldea. 


Sylvcfllcr  H.  WUIard.... 


Treasurer. 


Charles  D.  Townaead          John  G.  Knauff. 


Levi  Moore, , 

ia 
41 


Peter  Wendell. 


Joel  A.  Wli*. 

ft 

« 
«« 


Barent  P.  Staats. 
Peter  Van  O'Unda. 

Jolu  W.  IfiKkley. 

«< 

Roger  VicLs. 
Edward  A.  Leooaid. 


M 

Janb  BatBoy. 


John  F. 
Henry  Gr 
Henry  Van  O'Linda. 


B.B.O'CanKhMi. 


C  C.  Waller. 

«4 


J.  B. 

« 

<« 

C.  C.  WaHor. 


H. 

M 
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SISTORr  OF  THE  COVNTr  OF  ALBANT. 


OFFICERS  OF  TFIE  SOCIETY.— Cowninnm. 


Year. 

1859 
i860 
1861 
i86s 

!!S 

1865 
1866 
1867 
1868 
1869 
1870 
1871 
1S72 

187.5 
1874 

.875 

1877 
1878 

I8S0 
l88t 
188a 
123 
I«4 


r'l<ESll'!,N  1  . 

William  K.  C,ir(er. 
S.  O.  Vandcxpoel. . 


\  [I.  l.-l'RK>lliKN  1. 


Howard  ToimaeDd. 


PolBr  Pa  Shutt. 

hern  Moore 
Jumcs  E. 


S.  <  >.  \'andcrpix-l.. .  . 
Ixonard  G.  \varrcn, 


Josepi 
Levi 


h  Lewi. 


Fkiak  G. 
ILKSaUa 


R.  II.  Sahin  '  T»mes  L.  Babcodc 


Tames  L.  Uabcock  

William  H.  Cnig  

William  H.  B«il^  

Joseph  1-ewi  

Allx.-r!  Va[.  I 'irrvLcr. ,,,, 
John  Swinburne........ 

James  S.  Hailey,.  

Ilinry  M.irch  

Joseph  N.  Xor;hrop. 


J.  W.  Moore  

C.  D.  MoabcT....  

Andrew  Wilton  

Amo«  Fowler  

A.  Shiland  

II.  W.  StccnlxTft  

c.    \vii)»  ,_k  

I.  D.  Fcatlu-rstonhaugh. 
\Villiam  H.  .Murray. ... 


Charles  \.  kobcrUon  ,  l-ouii  Boudrias 


Frederic  C.  Curtis. . . 
John  M.  Big  clow . . . . 

A.  ShOand  

Jacob  &BlMter...., 
Normao  L,  Smmt..., 
Hetmaa  Benddl.... 

j.ixr 


\.  T.  Van  V'rankcn 
B.  U.  Stccnbcrg. . . . 
WiUiam  Haila  

{ohB  U.  Haynn  
>.  C.  Caw  


.SK<:RETAt-;\  . 


l^vi  Moore  

OKar  H.  YottDg. 


J.R. 


Martin  L.  Mead. 


Geom  T.  \ 
ChaHca  H.  Vorlar. 


I  k  h  ASCRIvR. 

William  II.  Bailey. 
Cieorgc  H.  Ncwcomb. 

Henry  March. 
-  M 

H.R.Haddu. 
P.  La  R.  CImiiIHi 


John  M.  B^dow... 
Frederic  C.  CVftb. 


JoMrph  H,  Blatnar. 
I.CW1S  Bakh  


B.  I".  StccnVicrg.. . . 
Eu};eiic  Van  Slyke. 

T.  Kirk  Perry  

Lorenzo  Hale  


T.  FeaUuntDnbaagh. 
M.l.Lnri. 

Jan.  Ban.! 


Aadiair  WOtaa. 
fi 

D.  V.  O'Lmy. 

William  H.  Murray. 
W.  H.  I'.  Reynoidi. 

D.  H.  Cook, 

A.  T.  \  atv  \  ranken. 

H.  E.  Merciless. 

G.  L.  Ullman. 

M.  J.  Uwi. 

UrhbB.  UMom 


The  pabUaakms  of  the  ndetf  have  been  qnJte 
leowarkable.  The  entire  Transactions  of  the  society 
have  been  printed  in  three  volumes  of  400  or  500 
pages.  The  fint  was  prepared  by  Di;  &  IX  Wit- 
lard,  and  extends  to  1850;  the  aecondtddefly  bf 
Dr.  J.  Hailey,  covers  the  next  twenty  years,  and  the 
third,  chiefly  by  Dr.  F.  C.  Curtis,  recently  printed,  is 
fiUedb7tlietenyeanfblloiring,do«ntoi88a  These 
volumes  contain  biographies  of  nearly  two  hundred 
members,  and  a  number  of  portnits  of  deceased 
and  fffomhieot  members  The  society  also  has 
maintained  for  five  years  a  monthly  journal,  the 
Albany  Medual  Annals.  Dr.  March,  in  1830, 
wrote  "  A  Plea  for  EsUblisbing  a  Medical  Journal 
in  KSoKBCf."  Oar  periodical,  which  is  laigdy 
made  of  material  presented  at  the  monthly 
meetii^s  of  the  society,  has  a  considerable  circula- 
tion outside  of  the  society's  territory,  and  extracts 
from  it  frequently  appear  in  other  journals.  The 
Editorial  Committee  are  Drs.  F.  C.  Curtis,  A.  Van 
der  Veer,  Lorenzo  Hale,  J.  B.  Stonehouse  and 
WiUta-  G.  Tucker.  Probably  no  odier  society  in 
the  countr}'  has  done  so  much  in  the  natter  of 
pabUcation. 

Tlie  cholera  epidemic  of  1832  was  an  important 
epoch  in  die  annals  of  medicine.  This  disease, 
iriuch  in  its  European  and  American  history  be- 
longs to  this  centniy,  made  its  first  appearance  on 
this  continent  at  Quebec  in  1832,  and  a  fortnight 
later  broke  out  in  Albany.  It  justly  created  great 
slam.  At  the  request  of  the  lilayor,  a  meeting  of  the 


Medical  Society  was  called  to  devise  means  to  arrat 

its  progress,  and  a  staff  was  organized,  consisting 
of  Drs.  Eights,  Wing,  Greene,  Boyd,  Townsend, 
Wendell,  James,  McNaughton  and  March.  The 
phpicians  of  the  dty'met  every  evening  at  the  City 
Hall,  where  an  album  was  kept  in  which  to  enter  the 
names  of  the  ileccai>ed.  The  number  of  reported 
cases  was  t,i47i  of  which  4ss  were&taL  Two 
years  later,  f)n  a  fresh  outbreak,  there  were  1 24  cases, 
with  78  deaths.  Nu  such  fatal  disease  had  pre- 
vailed since  the  small-pox  epidemics  of  eaiiy  liis- 
tory. 

Conspicuous  among  the  younger  men  then  was 
Dr.  James  P.  Boyd.  His  faithful  work  at  that 
time  gave  liim  an  impetus^  and  he  secoied  a  posi- 
tion which  made  him  for  very  many  years  one  of  the 
first  physicians  in  the  city.  The  brothers  James 
and  Peter  McNaogbton  were  older  by  several  yeai& 
The  former  had  been  a  profes.sor  in  a  medical 
school  then  fur  twelve  years,  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death,  in  1874,  be  was  the  senior  teacher  ofmedi' 
cine,  probably,  in  the  world.    He  was  made  at 

this  time  President  of  the  Bi>ar<i  of  TIealtb,  and 
wrote  a  paper  on  the  disease,  which  was  in  much 
demand.  His  brother,  in  a  less  public  way,  was, 
perhaps,  even  more  active  as  a  practicing  physician. 
Both  of  them,  in  civil  as  well  as  medical  relations, 
were  for  half  a  century  among  the  first  citizens  of 
Albany.  The  brothers  Staata,  of  die  same  name  as 
our  earliest  historical  ph\-sician,  were  well  known 
men  here  for  many  years.  The  elder,  Dr.  Barent, 
was  prominent  in  poUdca,  and  was  also  atmsiee  of 
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nameroos  mercantile  concerML    He  was  at  tfaia 

time  Health  Officer  of  the  port.  Dr.  Aldcn  Mart  li 
was  a  well-esiablUhed  physician,  having  cuine  hcrc 
fram  New  England  in  i8>o.  In  the  fifty  years  that 
be  piaeticeiJ  he  uunlc  a  world-wide  reputation  as  a 
surgeon  and  teacher.  The  Doctors  l^k  wert',  in 
some  respects,  the  most  remarkable  men  m  our 
Uslofy.  One  of  them  was  sent  at  this  time  by  the 
Governor  tt>  visit  the  northern  frttntier  for  the  pur- 
pottc  of  procuring  information  and  oijjanizing 
boards  of  health.  Dr.  T.  Romejm  Beck  is  known 
over  the  civilized  world  as  the  author  i>f ' '  .Medical 
Juris]inidence."  Botli  of  the  brothers  tU  \  otcil  most 
of  Uieir  lives  to  teaching  and  .scientitic  literature. 
.Yoonger  than  any  of  them  was  Dr.  Thomas  Han, 
just  enterinf?  jiractice  then,  and  the  only  one  of  that 
time  now  living,  having,  liowever,  well  earned  retire- 
Boit  from  active  work  byover  fifty  yean  of  service, 
wfaidi  brought  him  a  reputation  second  (o  none  in 
the  country.  Tliis  stronij  body  of  men,  most  of 
tlicm  of  tliorough  literary  and  medical  education, 
formed  the  body  of  the  proJesrion  dwoogh  tbe  two 

middle  ([uartcrs  of  this  conturv,  and  all  of  them 
Ihed  so  nearly  up  to  the  present  time  that  there  are 
fern  Albanians  to  whom  ihey  are  not  perfectly 
fiuniliar.  Th^  had  a  hand  in  every  important 
event,  professional  or  dvic,  that  transpired  through 
the  long  period  that  they  worked  together,  during 
which  the  doubled  its  population  two  or  three 
times. 

As  In  Ae  last  cenluiy  the  wan  were  important 

periods  in  our  medical  history,  so  in  this.  In  the 
war  of  1812,  which  was  partly  at  our  dcK>r,  a  few 
of  the  local  physicians  were  engaged.  Most  prom- 
inently was  Ds,  Fbtt  Williams,  a  gradnate  of  Wil- 
liams Colle<^e,  and  pre])ared  by  a  lonj^  course  of 
professional  study.  The  war  broke  out  soon  after 
he  b^an  to  practiGe,  and  he  immediatdy  receiYed 
from  Gov.  Tompkins  the  ajipointment  of  surgeon 
to  die  Second  Regiment  of  Riflemen.  He  sened 
through  the  war  on  tbe  Niagara  frontiers.  Two 
years  later,  having  retained  to  Albany,  he  was  ap> 
pointed  iiost  surgeon  of  the  cantonment  at  Green- 
bush,  and  retained  the  position  till  its  abandon- 
ment In  I  Sat. 

Dr.  Henry  (ireene,  a  n.\ti\rMf  Rhode  Island,  im- 
mediately after  his  graduation  in  1814,  was  made 
assistant  snigeon  of  die  Twenty-fiUa  Regulars,  and 
saw  hard  service  in  Canada,  remaining  in  the  army 
till  peace  was  declared.  He  tame  to  .Albany  in 
i8a8,  was  prominent  herein  the  cholera  epidemic, 
and  was  one  of  the  first  bioAXf  of  tbe  Medical  Col- 
lege; 


Dr.  Jod  A.  Wing  was  for  thirty-eight  years  a 

l>!iy';ician  of  .\lbany.  Almost  as  sixin  as  he  gradu- 
ated lie  was,  without  bis  knowledge,  appointed 
surgeon  in  tbe  army,  which  he  did  not  accept,  so 
that  his  connection  with  the  war  was  but  nominaL 
!!<•,  however,  was  made  post  surgeon  of  the  Green- 
bush  barracks  in  1^44-  On  his  iirst  visit  to  the 
bamcks,  b«ng  young,  undeiaiaed  and  unimpres- 
sive, he  was  treated  with  some  insolence  by  the 
orderly,  or  nurse.  Ue  knocked  tbe  man  down, 
and  it  took  all  the  money  he  had  to  pay  die  fine 
imposed  by  the  justice ;  but  he  secured  wholesome 
respect  afterward.  Dr.  W'nvr  worked  very  hard  in 
the  cholera  epidemic  and  was  himself  ukcn  with 
the  disease,  bis  recovery 'qieaking  well  for  his  assfr- 
ciates.  In  the  course  of  his  life  he  bdd  vurious 
important  civil  positions. 

TheMeiican  war  was  enacted  at  a  remote  point, 
and  none  of  the  profesBon  of  this  cotmty  qqwan 
to  have  served  in  it. 

The  late  Civil  war  fumisbes  a  point  around 
which  to  group  a  very  oonsidefable  number  of  die 
men  and  events  of  our  peaceful  {trofession.  The 
men  who  participated  in  it  were  lor  the  mo»t  part 
those  of  to-day.  Its  ontf>reak  found  Dr.  S.  O. 
Vanderpoel,  then  one  of  the  most  active  physicians 
in  the  city,  in  the  office  of  Surgeon-General  of  the 
State,  which  place  he  filled  from  1859  to  1863, 
under  Gov.  Morgan.  It  gave  him  the  ■^•'iV^t 
direction  in  the  forinati<m  of  all  legiments  sent 
from  Uiis  State,  tbe  examination  of  all  applicants 
for  and  filling  of  all  vacancies  in  Ae  medical  staff 
of  each  regiment  He  had  at  the  end  of  his  term 
of  service  over  600  surgeons  in  the  field.  He 
established  promotion  by  grade  in  medical  corps 
instead  of  regimental  During  a  portion  of 
Ck'Ilan's  adv-ance  in  the  Peninsula,  and  in  the  first 
batUe  of  tiie  NN'ilderness,  be  went  as  volunteer  sur- 
geon. Subeequendy  he  was  iuqwclor  of  hospitals 
for  the  Sanitary  Commission.  After  the  w&r  Dr. 
Vanderpoel  was  for  eight  years  Health  Officer  of 
the  Port  of  New  York.  He  was  also  for  many 
years  on  the  Medical  College  fiicalQr  md  physician 
to  the  hospitals.  In  1881  be  removed  to  New 
York  City. 

Dr.  J.  V.  P.  Qnadcenburii  was  Surgeon-General 

fitom  '63  to  '65,  under  Gov.  Seymour,  and  carried 
out  its  arduous  duties  almost  to  the  end  of  the  war 
He  spent  his  entire  professional  life  in  Albany,  one 
of  its  prominent  physiGians,  a  leading  citizen  and  a 
most  popular  lecturer  at  the  Medical  College  and 
hospitals. 

Dr.  &  D.  Waiaid  succeeded  him  inofidal  posi- 
tion, but  died  dniing  the  wne  year.   He  had  pre- 
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vknnijr  seen  oomidenble  service  at  dw  front  as 

volunteer  surgeon,  especially  in  1862,  after  the 
battles  of  the  Peninsula,  to  look  after  New  York 
soldiers.  The  profession,  of  Albany  especially,  is 
indebted  to  him  for  macb laborious  work  on  medi- 
cal and  historical  literature,  and  W'illanl  Asyhini 
was  justly  named  after  him  for  his  efforts  toward  its 
C8(ab1iiliiiieiit> 

Dr.  James  D.  Pomfrct  was  Surgeon-General  from 
'65  to  '69,  under  Gov.  Fenton.  In  "62  he  was  ap- 
pointed surgeon  of  the  113th  Regiment,  which  was 
raised  entirely  in  this  county  ;  it  was  changed  to 
the  7th  Heavy  Artillery,  and  till  May,  '64,  was 
placed  in  the  defenses  of  Washington,  during 
which  time  be  acted  as  Brigade  Surgeon.  It  thai 
being  sent  to  the  front,  he  was  made  Division  Sur- 
geon, and  later  Soigeon-in-Chief  of  the  2d  Army 
Corps.  After  his  return  home  he  bad  charge  of  the 
Soldiers'  Hume  licrc  and  was  connected  with  the 
college  and  hospitals. 

Dr.  Jacob  S.  Mosher  was  the  last  of  the  Albany 
pbysicians  to  bold  the  office  of  Snigeon-Geiieial, 
from  '69  to  '73,  under  Gov.  Hoffman.  He  served 
as  volunteer  swgeon  from  his  graduation  in  '63  to 
tbe  dose  of  the  war  in  the  hospjtab  of  the  Amy  of 
tbe  Potomac  and  at  Washington.  W^hile  there  he 
was  appointed  Asst  State  .Me<iir;il  Director  at 
Washington,  holding  the  posittun  till  67.  From 
'70  tin  '76  he  was  Deputjr  Health  Officer  of  tbe 
Port  (if  New  Yi  rk,  was  on  the  Yellow  Fever  Com- 
mission appointed  by  Congress,  and  till  his  death, 
in  1883,  was  prominent  in  various  departments  of 

medicine  and  in  civil  life,  beini;  one  of  the  BUOSt 
N-ariou-sly  gifted  men  .\ll)any  has  c\  er  had. 

Dr.  J.  W,  Moore  entered  the  na\y  in  6 1  as  Asst. 
Snigeon,  and  served  in  the  Cbempeabe  Bay  and 
Potomac  River  for  fourteen  months  as  Surgeon  of 
the  Flotilla,  participating  in  many  battles,  begin- 
ning with  that  of  Sewall's  Point,  tbe  first  naval 
l)attle  itf  the  war.  He  was  in  the  same  fleet  with 
the  Monitiii  durinjj;  its  fight  with  the  Mern'mac. 
He  also  served  in  tbe  North  Atlantic  S<|uadron  and 
was  Fleet  Saigeon  of  tbe  St  John's  River  Flotitb. 
For  six  months  he  was  with  the  frigate  Florida, 
which  was  fated  out  to  cruise  for  tbe  Aiaiama. 
After  serving  for  a  year  in  tbe  U.  &  A.  General 
Hospital  he  returned  home  to  Cohoes,  where  bebas 
since  been  actively  entraged  in  private  practice. 

Dr.  J.  Savage  Deiavau  was  appointed  Asst.  Sur- 
geon, i69tb  Inlantiy,  in  '6$,  but  notbeingmustered, 
owing  to  lack  of  numbers  in  the  rei^iment,  entered 
hospital  service  at  Washington.  After  a  time  he 
was  commissioned  by  Gov.  Buckingham  ist  Aast 
ffttigeon,  ist  Connectiait  Arlilleiy,  and  remained 


with  that  regiment  tfirough  die  war,  declining  die 

surgeoncy  of  ist  N.  Y.  Cavalr}',  offered  him  by 
Gov.  Seymour.  He  was  in  all  the  artiller)-  battles 
before  Petersburg  down  to  the  repulse  of  the  Con- 
federates at  Fort  Stead  man,  and  was  at  the  "mine" 
and  the  taking  of  Fort  Fisher.  Before  the  w;ir  he 
was  for  some  time  Pension  Examining  Surgeon,  and 
was  sgain  appointed  after  the  war.  He  was  Vke- 
Consul  at  Geneva,  Switzerland,  for  two  years. 
Having  resumed  practice  in  Albany,  he  is  one  of 
the  physicians  to  the  Homoeopathic  Hospital,  and 
has  been  one  of  the  three  State  Commissioners  of 
Health  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  since  it  was 
first  organized. 

Dr.  Hennan  Bendell  served  in  dte  Amy  of  the 
Potomac  and  of  the  Shenandoah  from  '6t  to  die 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  first  ai^iointed  Asst 
Surgeon,  6tb  N.  Y.  Artillery;  in  December,  '64,  he 
became  surgeon  of  the  86ih  N.  Y.  Yet  Vols.  Daring 
the  final  campaign  to  Richmond  he  was  surgeon 
in  charge  of  the  Depot  Field  Hospital.  He  was 
discbaiged  as  Brevet  lieutenant-Colonel,  N.  Y.  V. 

After  the  war  he  was  Superintendent  of  Indian 
Affairs  in  Arixona  Territory,  and  has  now  for  sev- 
eral yean  been  engaged  in  private  piaciioe  here. 
He  now  holds  die  office  of  Pension  Kiamining 

Surgeon. 

Dr.  Samuel  B.  Ward  during  a  part  of  186a  was 
in  tbe  service  of  the  Ssnilaiy  GnumisBion  on  trans- 
ports of  sick  to  northem  ports.  In  September  of 
that  year  he  became,  by  contract  with  the  Medical 
Director  of  the  Department  of  Washington,  acting 
Medical  Cadet,  and  afterward  acting  Assistant  Sur- 
geon. Havini;  obtained  his  degree  in  medicine,  he 
was  appointed,  after  examination.  Assistant  Surgeon, 
New  York  Volunteers,  by  Pnsident  Lincoln,  snd 
served  till  the  close  of  the  war.  He  h.as  been  con- 
nected witli  the  National  Guard  since  1873,  being 
now  surgeon  of  the  Ninth  Brigade.  He  came  to  Al> 
bany  in  1876,  and  has  since  been  one  of  the  faculty 
<  if  the  Medical  College  and  connected  with  the  ho*" 
pitais. 

Dr.  Charles  A.  Robertson  was  commissioned  Sor- 

geon  of  the  150th  New  York  Yolunteers  in  i8^>2. 
He  was  at  Irish  Bend,  the  siege  of  Port  Hudson, 
Donaldsonville  and  Vemillion  Bayou.  Befinc 
Port  Hudson,  he  was  acting  Division  Surgeon  of 
Field  Hospitals.  He  was  on  special  scr\'icc  through 
tbe  Tecbe  country.  Prior  to  tlic  war  he  had  prac- 
ticed opbtbahnokigy  in  Boston,  and  after  bis  ser- 
vice he  came  to  Albany  and  was  the  first  specialist 
in  this  branch  of  practice,  in  which  he  was  remark- 
ably skillfoL  He  was  attached  lo  sevend  bospitab 
and  bad  a  huge  practice  dtl  his  deadi  in  tSte.  ■ 
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Dr.  Thomis  Hdme^  of  M^^owosville,  was  com- 
missioned AMiitant  Snigeon,  148th  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, in  Nowmber,  1 863.  His  grand&ther  was  a 
revolutionaiy  soldier  and  a  prominent  man  in  Rhode 
Island;  hit  father  was  in  the  war  of  i8it  in  aome 

mi!it;ir\-  capacity.  In  18^5  Dr.  Helme  was  l>n)- 
moted  to  Surgeon  of  the  i>5th  Raiment.  He  saw 
service  in  the  Onolinas  and  Virginia,  was  in  all  the 
battles  before  Petersburg,  and  at  the  taking  of  Fort 
Harrison  was  wounded  while  on  a  charge,  so  that 
he  was  laid  up  for  several  weeks.  Othen^ise  he 
was  on  active  service  to  the  close  of  the  war,  when 
he  returned  to  thiscountj,  whcie  he  is  still  in  active 
practice. 

Dr.  Charies  H.  Porter  was  made  Aaristant  Snr- 

gcoii.  4  :1!)  New  "N'nrk  Volunteers,  in  November, 
1862,  but  was  not  mustered.  In  January,  1863,  he 
was  commissioned  Snigeoo  of  the  Sixth  Artilleiy.  to 
wliich  regiment  Dr.  Bendell  was  attadied,  aer\-ing 
with  it  to  the  close  of  the  war,  heini;  mustered  out 
with  llie  rank  of  Brevet  Colonel,  New  York  Volun- 
teers. He  has  since  practiced  in  Albany  and  for 
several  years  has  been  one  of  the  pension  enuttin- 
ing  surgeons. 

Dr.  Alemider  H.  Hoff  came  to  Albany  in  1853, 
and  was  Siugeon-<fenenl  from  1854  to  1856.  For 
several  years  he  was  ctaraininfr  siirsreon  at  the 
United  States  rendezvous  here,  lie  entered  the 
armjr  as  SnrgetMi  of  the  Third  New  York  Volontecn, 

becomintr  the  same  year  l^Iedical  Director  under 
Gen.  Fremont,  and  Chief  of  Hospital  Supplie&  In 
1864  and  till  die  dose  of  die  war  he  was  Medical 
Direolor  of  Transportation.  In  1867  he  entered 
the  regular  army  as  Surgeon  and  Brevet  Colonel, 
United  States  Volunteers,  and  remained  in  the 
service  till  his  death  in  1876.  His  son  is  now 
Assistant  Surgeon,  United  States  Army. 

Dr.  N.  L.  Snow  entered  the  service  as  Assistant 
Surgeon,  153d  New  Voifc  Volnnteers,  in  August, 
1862,  was  pronioteil  Surgeon,  February,  1864,  and 
was  discharged  October,  1865.  He  was  in  the 
defense  of  Washington,  was  with  Sheridan  in  the 
Shenandoah,  and  with  Bsnks  on  bis  Red  River 
campaign.  Daring  the  summer  of  18^5  he  was 
Healdi  Officer  of  the  District  of  Savannah.  He 
practiced  a  number  of  years  at  Canajoharie,  and 
about  1875  came  to  Albany.  He  has  hospital  and 
coU^e  connection,  and  is  now  President  of  the 
Board  of  Aldermen. 

Dr.  Albert  Van  I)er  Veer  w  as  appointed  Medical 
Cadet  at  the  Ira  Harris  Hn>}iital  in  |unc.  i86t. 
The  foliowuig  year  he  was  made  Medical  Cadet  in 
the  aimy,  being  one  of  the  origfaial  one  hundred. 
He  served  in  this  capoci^  at  Colitmbi*  GollcgB 


Hospital,  Washington,  until  December,  i86s,  when 

he  was  appointed  Assistant  Surgeon,  66th  New 
York  Volunteers,  joining  his  regiment  at  Fal- 
mouth, Va.  .In  August,  1864,  he  was  promoted 
surgeon  of  the  same  regiment  For  over  two 
years  he  «*as  surgeon  in  charge  of  one  of  the  oper- 
ating tables  of  the  First  Division  Hospital,  Second 
Army  Corps,  during  the  time  also  having  chaige 
of  locating  the  hospital  supplies,  building  winter 
quarters,  etc.  He  was  mustered  out  with  his  regi- 
ment, which  had  participated  in  many  of  the  bat- 
tles of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  August,  1865, 
and  returned  to  Albany,  where  he  lias  since  been 
engaged  in  active  practice.  Since  1876  he  has 
been  a  member  of  the  Medical  College  Facul^  as 
Professor  of  Surgery,  in  which  department  he  is 
pre-eminent  in  the  annals  of  Albany,  besides  haV" 
ing  a  very  extensive  general  and  oonsalting  practice 
in  a  large  region  about  this  city.  He  is  a  freiiuent 
conlribut<»r  to  medical  literature,  and  is  a  member 
of  many  home  and  foreign  societies,  being  at  this 
time  President  of  die  State  Medical  Society. 

Dr.  A.  B.  Huested  ser\c(!  ns  H  ispital  Steward 
of  the  1 13th  New  York  Volunteers  (Seventh  Heavy 
Artillery)  from  t86»  to  1864,  the  regiment  being 
on  garrison  duty  near  Washington.  March,  1 864,  he 
became  Assistant  Surgeon,  aist  New  ^'ork  Cavalry, 
and  served  as  such  till  July,  1866,  seeing  very  active 
service  in  the  Shenandoah  and  on  the  overland 
stage  route  north  of  Denver,  .i!i>ng  which  the 
regiment  was  distribuled  after  the  war.  He  has 
since  resided  in  Albany,  and  is  now  one  of  (he 
faculty  of  the  College  of  Pharmacy. 

Dr.  George  H.  Newcomb  was  commissioned, 
August  1863,  Assistant  Surgeon,  ii3tb  New  York 
VdunieeiB  <Sevendi  Heatvy  ArtUleiy)  and  saved 

with  it  till  May,  1865,  !><'ing  prunvtied  Surgeon, 
February-,  1865.  This  regiment,  which  was  raised 
in  thisconnty.  was  on  garrison  duty  at  Wariiington, 
and  saw  service,  in  all  of  which  he  particqwted, 
from  Sp^jttsylvania  to  Petersburg. 

Dr.  George  T.  Stevens  was  Surgeon  77th  New 
York  Volunteenfrom  October,  1 86 1 ,  to  December, 
i86^.  and  was  present  at  nearly  all  the  battles  of 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  after  the  first  Bull  Run, 
and  of  the  Shenandoah  under  Sheridan.  In  1 86t 
he  n-as  appointed  Operating  Surgeon  of  the  Third 
Brigade,  and  during  periods  was  in  charge  of  the 
division  hospital.  After  the  battles  of  the  Wilder- 
ness, he  had  chaige  of  wounded  officers  of  the 
Sixth  Corps,  who  were  taken  to  Freiieriiksburg. 
He  has  contributed  largely  to  the  surgical  history 
of  the  war  ud  is  audior  of  "Three  Yean  with 
the  Sbtth  'Corpa."    He  pvMticed  in  Albany  for 
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several  yean  after  die  war,  and  for  a  time  was  ooo- 
nccted  with  the  Medical  CoHcge;  he  now  resides 

in  New  VorlL 
Dr.  P.  M.  Murphy  enteicd  the  service  as  Aarat* 

ant  Surgeon,  134th  N.  Y.  V.,  March,  '64,  and  \^.^^ 
mustered  out  with  his  regiment,  June,  '65.  He- 
was  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  in  the  :x>uih- 
east,  with  Shenaan,  aod  in  the  March  lo  the  Sea; 
he  participated  in  all  the  engagements  of  the 
30th  Corps — about  twenty-seven  in  all.  He  was 
commissioned  SoiKeon  of  the  89th  Regimen^  bat 
not  mnstsied.  Smce  the  war  he  has  lesided  in 
thisci^. 

Dr.  A.  A.  Edmeston  entered  service  as  Assist- 
ant Sngeon,  i8th  N.  Y.  V.,  in  '61,  and  was  soon 

after  proirmted  surgeon  I'f  tlic  921I  Regiment,  and 
served  through  the  war.  He  participated  in  many 
of  the  batdes,  whose  oamea  are  ftmiliar,  hi  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina.  Once  he  voluntarily 
accompanied  a  body  of  sick  and  wounded  men  to 
Libby  Prison  and  remained  there  several  weelu. 
While  in  the  armj  he  contracted  chronic  diarrhoea, 
from  which  he  never  recovered  ;  he  ilied  in  1871. 

Dr.  Frank  J.  Mattimore  was  appointed  Assistant 
Smgeon,  18A  N.  T.  V. ,  in  i86s.  He  saw  aidnoos 
service  at  Antietam  and  the  disaster  of  Frederids^ 
baig.  He  was  mustered  out  with  his  regiment  in 
1863  and  returned  home,  where  he  died  a  few 
months  later  from  the  effects  of  swamp  fever  whidi 
he  had  contracted  in  the  senice. 

Dr.  Wesley  Blaisdell  was  also  a  martyr  to  the 
war.  He  was  a  practitioiiet  of  Coeyman%  and  in 
August,  '62,  enlisted  as  Assistant  Soigeoo,  113th 
N.  V.  v.,  being  transferred  a  few  months  later  to 
the  75th  Regiment  In  July  following,  having 
served  at  the  siege  of  Boit  Hudson,  he  verigned. 
After  a  short  time  he  went  back  to  the  army  and 
was  sent  to  Newborn,  where  he  contracted  yellow 
fever,  which  terminated  latallf. 

Dr.  C.  B.  0'I>eary  was  professionally  connected 
with  the  army  almost  throughout  the  war,  with  in- 
*  tervals,  and  with  varions  regimentSL  He  was 
Aasislant  Safgeon  of  the  35th  and  145th  Regi- 
ments, and  Surgeon  of  the  175th,  servini;  with  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  and  at  Port  i^iudsun.  He 
retamed  to  Albany,  and  died  here  in  1877.  His 
brother.  Dr.  D.  V.  0'I>eary,  was  recently  health 
officer  and  is  now  postmaster  of  the  city,  being 
also  on  the  medical  staff  of  St  Peter's  Hospital.  ' 

Dr.  Warner  Van  Steenbeig  entered  the  army  in 
'61,  as  Assistant  Surgeon,  1st  X.  V.  Inf;  a  year 
after  was  promoted  Surgeon  of  the  55th,  and  afier- 
waid  was  transfetred  to  the  laoth.  He  was  miis> 
tersdontwith  hisnqgimen^  with  thenuk  of  Bievet 


lienlenantCMond.    He  settled  to  piactioe  in 

Cohoes,  where  he  remained  until  his  death  in  iS^n. 

Dr.  P.  L  Y.  Reynolds  was  commissioned  As- 
sistant Suigeon,  169th  N.  Y.  V.,  September,  '6a; 
I  he  resigned  December,  '63.  The  regiment  saw 
service  in  Virginia  and  the  Carolitias.  In  March,* 
j  '65,  be  received  a  cummtssion  as  Assistant  Surgeon, 
94th  N.  Y.  v.,  but  was  not  mustered.  He  is  now 
practicing  in  Albany. 

Dr.  William  H.  Craig,  then  a  practitioner  fw 
eight  years  in  this  city,  was  commissioned,  October, 
*6a.  Surgeon  177th  N.  Y.  V.,  a  regunent  which 
was  raised  in  Albany,  to  serve  nine  months,  and 
seeing  service  at  Ponchatoula,  Sciviquc's  Ferry  and 
Fort  Hndson,  He  ramaiDed  with  Ua  regiment 
until  the  expiration  of  its  service,  ."^incc  tlie  war 
he  has  resided  in  Albany,  and  has  lor  several 
years  held  the  oilioe  of  poalmaaler. 

Dr.  Jephtha  R.  Boulware  served  as  .\ssistant 
Surgeon  of  the  same  regiment  with  which  Dr.  Craig 
was  connected,  the  177th,  as  did  also  Dr.  Oscar 
Young,  who  resided  heie  Ibr  several  years.  Dr. 
Boulware  has  been  a  prominent  practitioner  in 
Albany  since  liis  war  service,  and  for  a  time  wa* 

■  Mill  ■  n  mt  ft^     Bl^dA^.*  ,rfhMa^4^t 

sntfgeosi  01  sst  remrs  noepttai. 

Dr.  Heny  R.  Haskins  was  commissioned  Sur- 
geon of  die  i9»d  N.  Y.  V.,  which  was  partly  raised 
in  this  county,  in  February,  '65,  and  was  mustered 
oat  in  the  August  following.  He  practiced  in 
Albany  till  his  death  in  1884;  was  for  several  years 
Profesaor  of  Anatomy  at  tlic  Medical  College,  and 
was  prominent  especially  as  a  snigeon. 

Dr.  Thomas  Beckett  was  made  Assistant  Surgeon, 
35th  N.  Y.  Nat  Guard,  April,  '61,  and  served 
with  it  for  five  months  in  Virginia.  October,  '63, 
was  again  mustered  as  First  Assistant  Surgeon  4lh 
Regiment  (Corcoran's  Brigade),  consolidated  with 
the  175th  N.  V.  v.,  and  sent  to  Louisiana.  For 
•time  he  waa  detadied  and  plaoed  in  diaige  of  the 
sick  of  General  Enmry  s  Division.  He  accompn- 
nied  ikis  r^ment  on  the  expedition  to  Plaquemine 
and  the  TMie  raid,  and  at  thebatOe  ofBrisland 
was  three  days  and  njghll  on  the  field:  at  Port 
Hudson  he  had  become  so  reduced  in  health  that 
he  was  discharged,  June,  '63,  with  the  rank  of 
Bievet  Ma|or,  N.  Y.  V.  In  '65  he  was  placed 
on  duty  as  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  at  the  Ira 
Harris  Hospital  here,  and  served  to  the  end  of  the 
war. 

Dr.  Charles  P.  Staats  was  made  Assistant Suigeoo, 
6-th  New  York  Infantry,  in  i86?.  seeing  scr^•icefor 
a  year  and  a  half  witli  the  Army  ul  tiie  Potomac. 
After  being  mustered  out  with  Us  regiment  be 
ratnnied  to  AflMnyi  where  he  died  in  1884. 
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Dr.  John  H.  Wilbur,  now  a  practitioner  of 
Cohoes,  enlisted  in  the  44th  New  York  Vuluntecrs 
in  1861,  and  after  two  years'  service  was  discharged 
cm  acooant  of  phjraictl-diMdNlitieaL  In  Sei>taDber, 
1 866,  he  was  commissioned  b\  Gov.  Fcnton  Surgeon 
of  the  ioStb  Infantry,  and  served  till  the  regiment 
diabandcd. 

Dr.  R.  H.  Sabin,  of  West  Troy,  received  a  com- 
mission as  Assistant  Surgeon,  Seventh  New  York 
Artillery,  but  was  prevented  by  domestic  aifairs 
from  MTving. 

Besides  these  there  were  a  number  of  Albany  phy- 
sicians whoi,  while  having  no  regular  regimental 
tttachmep^  saw  cooridnaUe  aernGe  in  army  hoa> 
pitals  and  at  the  front  after  severe  battles.  Dr. 
Mason  F.  Coggswell,  a  practitioner  here  since  1833, 
and  having  held  variouii  otlices  of  responsibility,  was 
at  theoatbnak  of  the  warappointed  Enaaining  Sur- 
geon. He  was  surgei  >n  of  n  p(»st  hospital  in  1862, 
and  served  as  volunteer  surgeon  after  the  battles  of 
the  WildemcH.  In  1863  he  visited  boapttah  in  the 
Wait  with  Dr.  Thomas  Han,  for  the  Christian  Com- 
atiasion.  His  death  in  1865  was  attributed  partly  to 
his  hard  work  in  Virginia.  Dr.  J.  \.  Lansing  was 
eiaminar  of  recniits  hare,  where  a  huge  nanber  of 
regiments  were  organized.  He  also  served  as  con- 
tract surgeon,  or  acting  assistant  For  many  years 
ha  was  CDttnecled  with  die  college  and  hospiul 
here;  ha  died  in  t88o,  while  surgeon  to  Danne- 
mora  prison.  Dr.  Henry  March  was  assistant  voltm- 
teer  surgeon,  sent  by  the  State  in  1861-3 ;  be  was  on 
hoepital  aerrioe  at  Fortress  Mosfoe  and  at  Fred- 
ericksburg. Dr.  Wm.  H.  Bailey,  for  many  years 
a  leading  physician  of  Albany,  was  sent  to  Wash- 
ington  and  the  armj  to  look  after  the  wd&re  of  New 
York  troops,  several  times  by  the  Governor  and  the 
Christian  Commission.  He  is  now  connected  with 
the  Albany  Hospital ;  is  one  of  the  pension  exam- 
ining surgeons,  and  a  late  president  of  the  State  Medi- 
cal Society.  Similar  special  service  was  rendered 
by  Dr.  John  Swinburne,  a  sketch  of  whose  life  may 
be  found  on  another  page,  Dr.  LeH  Moore,  Dr.  J. 
L.  Babcock,  and  probably  others.  Dr.  Alden 
March  gave  his  valuable  services  to  the  inmates  of 
the  Soldiers'  Home  located  here.  Dr.  James. 
H.  Armsby  rendered  the  same  patriotic  service. 
Dr.  Ira.  M.  Delamater,  Dr.  S.  H  I'lr't-maii 
and  Dr.  A.  V.  len  ilyck  were  hkewise  con- 
nected with  the  woric  in  this  home  for  disabled 
.soldiers. 

Besides  those  who  have  served  in  a  professional 
capacity,  theva  area  few  among  the  physicians  here 
who  may  bemendoned  for  other  aeivioe  during  the 
war. 
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Dr.  O.  D.  Ball  enlisted,  November,  1861,  in  the 
Third  New  York  Light  Artillcri-  as  Quartermaster- 
Sergeant;  in  1864  he  was  commissioned  Second 
Lieutenant,  and  a  few  moolfaa  later  waa  pnmoted 
to  First  Lieutenant  and  assigned  to  duty  a.s  regi- 
mental quartermaster,  and  for  a  lime  was  acdng 
Amfeiant  Adjutan^GenenL  He  went  iq)  the 
James  River  with  the  army  under  General  Butler 
as  ordnance  officer,  and  was  engaged  in  the  pre- 
liminary battles  and  siege  of  Petersburg,  the 
batdes  of  James  River  and  Wilson's  Landing.  He 
served  through  the  war  and  came  to  Albany  in 
1 874,  afier  several  yean'  piactioe  in  Otsego  County. 

Dr.  Edward  E>  Brawn  entered  tiM  seroce  ift 
September,  i86s,  as  FilSt  Lieutenant  New 
York  Heavy  Artillerv.  and  was  promoted  Captain, 
serving  through  the  war.  He  saw  service  principally 
in  the  defenses  of  Wadiiugton;  was  engaged  in  the 
taking  of  Harper's  Ferry.  Since  graduating  at  the 
Albany  Medical  College  he  has  practiced  in  Bethle- 
hem, and  now  is  setded  in  Albany. 

Dr.  E.  A.  Bartlett,  a  descendant  of  the  Dc 
Josiah  Bartlett,  sigtier  of  the  Dcclaratiim  of  In- 
dependence, enlisted  as  private  in  the  Fourth 
United  States  AitiUeiy  in  1863,  for  five  yean^ 
and  participated  in  twelve  engagement-^  of  the 
Department  of  the  Cumberland  and  'i  einiessee. 
He  was  wounded  at  Pntaski  in  January,  1865. 
In  1S66.  the  war  having'  ended,  he  was,  through 
.Senator  Harris,  discliargeil,  in  order  to  complete  his 
collegiate  education.  His  professional  life  he  has 
spent  in  Albany.  He  ia  a  contributor  to  litemtur^ 
general  and  medic:i1.  Iiis  latest  worfc  beinig  a  p0|m> 
lar  brochure  on  cholera. 

Dr.  F.  C  Curtis  enlisted  in  the  spring  of  1864. 
with  a  laige  part  of  his  college  class,  as  private  in 
the  4Clh  Wisconsin  hundred  days'  regiment,  and 
saw  service  during  the  summer  chiefly  in  the  de- 
fenses of  Memplus. 

Dr.  Lewis  Balch,  although  not  in  the  army  dur- 
ing the  war,  may  be  mentioned  as  a  prominent 
medical  officer  of  the  National  Guard,  in  which  he 
is  a  senior  surgeon,  lOth  battalion,  with  rank  of 
major.  He  is  connected  with  the  college  and  the 
hospitals  here,  and  is  now  health  officer  of  the 
c\tf. 

As  completely  as  possible  the  military  history  of 
medical  men  in  this  county  has  been  presented  in 
recognition  of  the  important  relation  that  exisis  b^ 
twcen  war  and  the  science  of  medicine. 

Duhng  this  oentur)  the  city  and  coun^  have 
maintained  die  eariy  repute  fbr  healthfohiea^  dm 
cholera  epidemics  already  referred  to  beingthemost 
notable  inroad  upon  U.   The  topography,  soil  and 
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drainage  arc  favorable  to  salubrity.  The  city  espe- 
cially is  aditiirahly  situated,  witli  its  succession  of 
slop<»  and  valleys  draining  rapidly  into  the  ail-ab- 
•oibiiig  river,  and  it  needs  bot  •  deoeot  attention  to 

artifiriiil  aids  for  rcmovinL,'  waste  ami  moisture,  with 
an  abundance  of  pure  water,  to  keep  it  the  healthiest 
dtf  in  the  worid. 

The  various  medical  institutions  which  have 
been  brought  into  existence  during  the  century  arc 
importtnt  fcttorcs  of  our  medical  histoiy.  The 
Albany  Medii  iil  f^llle^^c  was  nrpanizcil  in  1838, 
and  is  one  of  the  oldest  schools  of  medicine  in  this 
coantty.  Ai  early  as  i8ai  Dr.  Alden  March  be- 
Kan  to  give  a  course  of  instroction  in  anatomy  by 
lectures  and  di<sccti<ins,  and  continued  it  until  the 
organiration  of  the  Coll«^e ;  for  ten  years  of  the 
time  also  htddinf  the  chair  of  anatomy  and  phj^ri- 
olog)'  in  the  Vermont  Acailimy  ><{  "Mfilicine.  He 
began  in  1830  to  agiute  tlie  propriety  of  establish- 
higr  a  college  and  hospital  here.  Soon  after  this 
Dr.  James  H.  Armsby  became  associated  with  Dr. 
March  in  his  private  school,  at  the  same  time  also 
lecturing  at  the  Vermont  institution.  He  delivered 
several  courses  of  public  lectues  on  anatomy,  and 
did  much  thereby  I'l  awaken  the  inu-rcst  of  promi- 
nent citizens  in  the  subject  This  resulted  in  a 
meeting  oT  dtisens  b  1838,  at  whidi  dw  prdimi^ 
nary  steps  were  taken  toward  its  oi]ganiiation, 
some  of  the  best  men  in  the  city  co-operatinf!^  for 
the  purpose.  Funds  were  subscribed,  a  fiiculty 
and  board  of  trustees  selected,  and  the  Lancaster 
school  buildinp  leased,  rent  free,  of  the  ('uinmon 
Council.  The  first  course  of  lectures  b^an  in 
Janoafy,  1839,  to  a  daasoT  fifty-seven  students, 
and  an  extensive  museum,  chiefly  contributed  by 
Drs.  March  and  Armsby,  was  displayed  to  the 
public.  This  museum  has  received  further  contri- 
butions from  Drs.  March,  Aimsby,  McNaoghton, 
Van  Dor  Veer  and  others,  until  now  it  is  one  of  the 
largest  in  the  country,  and  is  still,  on  stated  dajs, 
open  to  the  public  During  the  fiist  km  years  Dr. 
Armsby  and  Mr.  Anios  Dean,  who  was  prolessor 
of  medical  jurisprudence,  delivered  public  lectures 
in  the  evening,  which  added  much  to  the  interest 
in  the  institution.  In  1841  the  I^egislature  made 
anapproi)riati(.n  of  Si 5,000 to  it,  and  subsequently 
|6,ooo,  and  the  citizens  of  Albany  contributed 
110,000  for  iu  establishment  The  first  dass  that 
graduated  numbered  thirteen.  Since  then  the  col- 
lege has  contributed  3,000  men  to  the  medical 
force  of  the  country,  all  over  whidi  they  are  scat- 
tered, and  many  of  them  the  leading  men  of  their 
localities.   The  coU^e  has  had  on  its  board  of 


trustees  the  first  citizens  of  Albany,  and  the  leading 
physicians  have  been  on  its  faculty  or  hoani  of 
curators.  Within  a  few  years  the  demand  for 
higher  education  has  been  met  by  the  requfaenent 
of  a  preliminary  examination  of  all  applicants  for 
admission,  by  the  establishment  of  a  three  years' 
graded  oooiae  of  study,  and  by  monthly  wtitlcn 
examinatioas.  But  very  few  medical  schools  in 
this  country  are  thus  exacting  ;  this  one,  conse- 
quently, stands  high.  The  final  examination  by 
the  ftcnl^  is  a  written  one^  and  afler  it  the  gradu- 
ate has  still  to  pass  another  by  the  board  of 
curators.  The  course  is  not  only  scientific  but 
practical,  by  the  cxhfliilion  of  cas6%  operations 
and  laboratory  work,  and  a  number  of  ptiaes 
stimulate  the  students  to  their  best  efforts. 

The  following  is  a  litatoncal  list  of  tlie  college 

ftcnl^  from  its  beginning  until  now,  in  the 

order  of  their  appointment :  Drs.  Kbenezer 
Emmons^  James  H.  Armsby,  David  M.  Reese, 
Alden  March,  Henry  Greene,  David  M.  McLach- 
lan,  Amos  Dean,  Esq.;  Drs.  Thomas  Hun, 
Gunninp  S.  Bedford,  James  McNaughton,  T«wi8 
C  Beck,  r.  Romeyn  Beck,  Howard  Townsend, 
Earn  &  Catr,  J.  V.  P.  Quncfcenbudi,  Charles  H. 
Port.  r.  r.  F.  Barker,  Jacob  S.  Mosher,  S.  O. 
Vanderpocl,  James  K.  Pomfret,  John  V.  Lansing, 
H.  R.  Haakms,  Albeit  Van  DerVeer,  E.  R.  Peas- 
lee,  Meredyth  Cl\  mer,  W.  P.  Seymour,  George  T. 
Stevens,  John  M.  Bigelow,  Maurice  Perkins,  Ira 
Harris.  Esq.,  LLD.;  Drs.  Willis  G.  Tucker, 
WUltam  Hailes,  H.  £.  Webster,  M.  A.,  Dr&  John 
Swinburne,  Lewis  Balch,  .Samuel  &  Ward,  John 
P.  Gray,  Edward  K.  Hun,  James  P.  Boyd,  Jr.,  C 
S.  Merrill,  S.  O.  Vanderpoel,  Jr.,  Franklin  Town- 
send,  Jr.,  Frederic  C.  Curtis  and  Henry  Hun. 
Of  these  a  few  had  but  a  short  connection 
with  the  institution,  and  a  few  were  noa-residentl 
of  this  d^. 

On  the  [iresent  faculty  are  :  Dr.  Thomas  Hun, 
LL.D.,  Dean,  and  Dr.  S.  O.  Vanderpoel,  LL.D., 
both  Emeritus  Professors;  Dr.  Albert  Van  Der  Veer,- 
Surgcrv ;  Dr.  Maurice  Perkins,  Chemh/ry ;  Dr. 
John  M.  h\^c\uy, ,  MattTia  Afedica ;  Dr.  I^wis  Balch, 
Anahmy  ;  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Ward,  Practice  0/ Medi- 
erne,'  Dr.  John  P.  Gray,  Psyehthgiad  Mtikmt; 
Dr.  James  V.  Bojd,  Obsletrics  ami  Gynecoltgn 
Dr.  Willis  G.  Tucker,  Otmtstry ;  Dr.  WiUiaa 
Hailesy  Hi^gy;  Dr.  C  S.  Merrill,  iMwuM 
the  Bye  and  Far;  Dr.  Franklin  Townsend,  PAysi- 
ology;  Dr.  Frederic  C.  Curtis,  Diseases  of  Iht 
Skin,  and  Dr.  Henry  Hun,  Nervous  lhs«ases. 
Dr.  Henry  March  is  Curator  of  the  Museum,  Dr. 
£,  Van  Slyke,  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy,  and  Dr. 
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S.  R.  Morrow,  Lecturer  on  Surgery.  Dr.  A.  L. 
Carroll,  Secretarj'  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
has  al»o  delivered  a  course  of  lectures  on  Hygiene. 
Moat  of  die  liwaliy  ue  connected  widi  one  or  nofs 
of  the  hospitals  of  the  city.  In  years  past  summer 
courses  of  lectures  have  been  given,  at  which  man) 
of  the  physiduii  of  the  ctlj  have  iMisled  the  regu- 
lar bcnl^.  Thew  are  now  suspended,  and  the 
regular  course  of  six  months  lasts  from  early  in 
September  tilt  March.  The  Curators  of  the  Col- 
lege are :  Dm  Samnd  H.  Freeman,  Willlain  H. 
Craig  and  Norman  L.  Snow,  of  Albany,  Dr.  James 
D.  Featbenrtonhangb,  of  Coboes,  and  Dr.  Barent 
A.  Mynifene,  of  Schenectady* 

The  college  owns  a  valuable  library,  particularly 
rich  in  rare  old  works,  much  of  which  was  selectctl 
by  Dr.  V.  Komeyn  Beck.  It  has  laboratories  that 
are  extensive  and  complete  having  been  recently 
rebuilt.  Alumni  Hall,  a  wing  of  tlu^  collepc,  is  a 
gathering  place  for  all  medical  organizations,  its 
tmlls  being  covered  with  ponmits  of  memben  of 
the  County  Medical  Society.  There  is  a  large 
Almnni  Association,  holdinir  annual  meetings  on 
commencement  days,  itu^ough  whose  members  the 
odlege  gets  much  of  its  pMronage 

The  Albany  r.  illc5.';e  of  Pharmacy  is  another 
medical  institution  that  deserves  mention.  Like 
the  Medical  College,  it  is  a  dqMrtment  of  Union 
University  by  the  Board  of  Governors  of  which  it 
was  created  in  1881.  Its  course  extends  over  two 
years,  lectures  being  given  in  the  evening.  It  is 
required  of  the  students  to  spend  four  yean  with  a 
reputable  pharmacist.  The  ficnhy  consi.«ts  of  Dr. 
WiUis  G.  Tucker,  Dr.  A.  B.  Huested  and  .Mr.  G. 
Midiaelis.  The  late  Dr.  Mosher  was  connected 
widi  it  up  to  the  time  of  his  death. 

Albany  is  Ibrtnnate  in  the  possession  of  sev- 
eral hoqritala,  a  6ct  whidi  speaks  well  ibr  its 

benevolent  sjiirit.  Reference  bus  ;il ready  heen 
made  to  thcmilitary  hospitals.  The  Albany  Hospi- 
tal was  founded  in  1849.  For  the  first  lew  years  it 
occupied  buildings  on  the  comer  of  Madison 
avenue  and  Dove  street  In  1854  the  present  fine 
building  on  Eagle  street  near  the  Medical  Collie 
was  secured  for  it,  having  been  used  as  a  coun^ 
jail  til!  then,  and  rcmodeleil  at  a  cost  of  over 
twenty  thousand  dollars.  This  was  largely  due  to 
the  unremitting  efforts  of  Dr^  James  H.  Aimsby, 
to  whom  more  than  any  other  citizen  .Mbany  is  in- 
debted for  its  educational  and  benevolent  institu- 
tions. He  gave  his  professional  services  to  the 
hospital  during  his  life,  and  nised  over  one  hun- 
dred thousand  doUan  for  it  by  penonal  apfdica- 


tion.  In  1873  a  large  addition  was  built,  and  with 

numerous  and  costly  improvements  since  it  has 
been  made  one  of  the  most  perfect  iiospiuls  pus- 
sible^  with  accommodation  iior  about  150  patients. 
It  has  as  an  especial  feature  a  large  number  of 
private  rooms,  respectively  fitted  up  by  and  named 
after  the  vaiioos  Fkotestant  diwthes  in  the  dty, 
and  no  hospital  bi  the  GOuntr>'  is  so  homelike  to 
those  so  unfortunate  as  to  need  its  care.  Patients 
taking  private  rooms  may  be  attended  there  by 
their  own  physiebnai  It  is  under  die  care  of  a 
board  of  fifteen  governors,  whc>arc  elected  annually 
by  the  members  of  the  corporation,  a  gift  of  fiffy 
dolhirs  endtlii^  die  donor  to  a  vote  Ibr  lile,  It  is 
supported  Iqr  private  contril)utions,  by  the  income 
of  an  endowment  fund  and  from  the  rent  of  private 
rooms,  and  by  the  payment  from  the  city  and  county 
towns  for  the  care  the  rick.  The  present  staff  cmT 
the  hospital  consists  of  Dr.  Thomas  Hun,  consult- 
ing physician ;  Drs.  Samuel  H.  Freeman,  Joseph 
Lewi,  John  M.  Bigdow  and  Samuel  &  Ward,  at- 
tending physicians  ;  Drs.  Albert  Van  Der  Veer, 
William  Hailes  and  Normon  L.  Snow,  attending 
surgeons ;  Drs.  Cyrus  S.  Merrill  and  Herman  Ben- 
deU,  vfn  andear  suigeons;  Dr.  William  H.  Baiky, 
obstretrician  :  Dr.  James  P.  Boyd,  pj-necolo'^st, 
and  Dr.  Frederic  C  Curtis,  diseases  of  the  skin. 
The  hospital  has  a  dispensary  for  die  care  of  out- 
patients, to  whom  advice  and  medicines  are  fur- 
nished gratuitously.  It  is  open  daily.  Several 
thousands  are  thus  treated  yearly. 

St  Feter's  Hos|Mtal  was  opened  in  1869,  in  the 
building  on  the  comer  of  Broadway  and  North  Ferry 
street,  which  was  for  many  years  occupied  by 
Stephen  Van  Renssdaer,  son  of  the  late  Patioon 
This  building  has  been  much  enlarged  by  more  re- 
cent additions.  It  is  in  charge  of  the  Sisters  of 
Mercy,  with  the  co-operation  of  an  advisory  board 
of  forty  gentlemen.  Being  near  the  railroads,  it  re- 
cc-ivrs  a  great  many  ca.ses  of  accident.  It  has  also 
a  dispensary  for  out  patients  to  which  many,  not 
only  Irom  die  city  but  from  neighboring  counties, 
come  for  treatment,  not  less  than  twenty-five  thou- 
sand persons  having  been  treated  gratuitously  there 
since  it  was  opened.  The  staff  of  physicians  con- 
sists of  Dr.  Thomas  Hun,  Samuel  E  Ward  and 
Daniel  V.  0*Leary,  consulting  ph\-sidans ;  Drs. 
A.  Van  Der  Veer  and  Lewis  Balch,  consulting  sur- 
geons ;  Dre  Heniy  Hun,  Selwyn  A.  Russell  and 
T.  Kirk  Perry,  attending  physicians  ;  Dr^s.  S.  R. 
Morrow,  P.  J.  Keegan  and  William  Hailcs,  at- 
tending surgeons ;  Dr.  J.  M.  Bigelow,  laryngo- 
KXfgy  and  throat  diseases ;  Drs.  C.  S.  Merrill, 
a  A.  MunsonandT.  F.  C  VanAllen,  ophthalmic 
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and  aural  suikcods  ;  Drs.  Jamet  P.  Boyd  and 
Franklin  Townsend,  obstetric  surj^eons;  and  Dr. 
F.  C.  Curtis,  physician  (or  diseases  ul  the  skin. 
The  Child's  MoapittU,  one  of  the  inoit  eifective 

institutions  in  the  city,  was  nrpanizci!  in  1875.  It 
IK  under  the  charge  ol'  the  Sutlers  of  the  Order  of 
the  Hdljr  Child  Jenn.  A  board  of  hdj  managerB 
has  the  care  of  its  financial  management  The 
total  number  of  beds  is  75,  three  of  which  are  en- 
dowed. It  is  mainly  supported  by  voluntary  con- 
tribatioiii.  On  ta  Bedial  itaff  are  Dhl  Thoanaa 
Hun  ami  John  Swinbiirtie,  consulting,  and  Dr. 
Lewis  iialdi,  Henry  Hun  and  T.  M.  Trego,  at- 
tending  physidana,  ]>r.  C  SL  Ifoiill  hatiog 
charge  of  diseases  of  the  eye  and  «ar,  and  Dr.  J.  W. 
Cox  of  the  homceopathic  ward. 

The  Albany  City  Homceopathic  Hospital  was 
chartered  in  187s,  and  in  1875  waa  conaolidated 
with  the  dispensary,  which  was  inc  orjxir.itcd  in 
1868.  it  is  under  the  charge  of  a  board  of 
aanagen^  and  its  staff  indodes  noat  of  the 
homceoptathic  physicians  of  the  city.  The  institu- 
tion iumisbes  accommodation  for  30  patients,  a 
huge  pait  of  whom  are  charity  cases,  although  it 
haa  seyeial  pihate  rooms  lor  paying  patients.  Its 
su{){K>rt  comes  from  voluntar)'  contributions  and  a 
yearly  appropriation  from  the  city.  The  part  that 
hooMSOpadiic  phjiiciana  have  had  in  our  medical 
history  will  form  a  separate  chapter. 

The  Alms  House  Hospital  and  Insane  Asylum 
has  capacity  for  the  sick  poor  and  insane  of  the 
covn^;  It  is  situated  at  the  outakiita  of  Ae  city, 
on  the  grounds  and  under  the  management  of  the 
Alms  House  officials,  Dr.  R.  H.  StarlLwesuhcr 
having  its  professional  duuge  as  city  phyaidan. 

The  work  of  the  hospitals  is  very  well  supple- 
mented by  the  Open  Door  Mission  and  the  Hospi- 
tal for  Incurables,  the  youngest  of  the  benevolent 
institutions.  I'heir  purpose  is  to  care  for  the 
indigent  sick  ami  crippled  wlto,  being  incurable, 
cannot  be  provided  for  by  the  hospitals,  iksides 
Aeae  there  aie  a  oonaideiable  nnmber  of  asyinms 
and  homes  in  the  dtytdudmaad  and  ffsoehFe  medi- 
cal care. 

During  the  century  Albany  has  grown  nearly 
twen^  times  in  population,  Cohoes  has  become  a 
considerable  city,  and  West  Troy  a  large  village  of 
thirteen  thousand  mlubitants.  Instead  of  a  dozen 
physidana,  mostly  dwdKng  near  the  site  of  (Nd 
Fort  Orange,  there  are  now  not  less  than  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-five  throughout  the  county. 
There  is  hardly  a  specialty  in  medicine  which  is 
not  ably  and  abundantly  represented  here.  These, 
with  the  hoapitali^  the  medical  adiool,  die  medical 


journal,  the  exceiitiouallv  central  and  accessible 
location  of  the  city,  and  a  body  of  general  practi- 
tioners of  as  high  character  and  capabihty  as  any 
hi  die  coantiy,  have  made  Albany  die  metropolit 
and  center  for  an  e\iensive  territory.  No  locality  is 
more  free  from  cmpyrics  than  is  this  city  and 
county  of  Albany;  Acre  is  none  in  whidi  the 
esprii  du  corps  of  the  profession  is  better,  and  none 
in  whose  lii>torv  and  developnient  more  able  and 
forceful  medical  men  have  borne  an  active  part. 
It  is  an  honor  to  be  the  chronidBr  of  so  good 

representatives  of  a  profession  which  is  one  of  the 
most  oseiul  in  the  elements  of  human  weal  and 
advancement  Lack  of  space  has  prevented  the 
mention  of  many  who  should  be  spokcti  of  and  of 
the  high  offices  that  have  been  held  ;  but  enough 
has  been  detailed  to  show  the  very  considerable 
part  die  profession  has  taken  in  bringing  this  old 
place  to  its  good  jtosition  in  history.  However 
rapidly  Albany  may  grow  in  the  future,  its  past  and 
present  gives  evidence  diat  the  medical  profeaahm 
will  keep  pace  widi  it  in  strengd^  nm^  and 
capacity. 

HISTORY  OF  1  HE  INTRODUCTION  AND 
PROGRESS  OF  HOMCEOPATHY 
IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


nB.11.  rADO,  x.  a,  or  auamt,  n.  i. 


This  historical  dceidi  emlxacea : 

I.  History  prior  to  the  organisation  of  die  Cbnn^ 
II  irnii  opathic  Medical  Society. 

II.  History  subsequent  to  the  oiganization  of 
the  Albany  County  Homoeopattdc  Medical  Sodety. 

m.  Abstracts  ofdieFkooeedhiga  of  the  Society, 
showing  titles  of  papers  and  contributions  to  med- 
ical science;  also  the  position  of  the  society  resid- 
ing the  polemics  of  homa:upathy. 

IV.  Hisloqr  of  die  Albuy  Oty  HonflBOpalbk 
Hoapital  and  Diipensuy. 

L — UISTOXT  raiOB  TO  THE  OSOAinZATIOM  Of  TH> 

ALBAMT  oomrn  nommPATWc  mMcu.  soa> 

EXT. 

The  homceopathic  system  of  medical  practice 
waa  ihflt  introdoced  hito  the  City  of  Albany  by  Dr. 
Augustus  P.  Biegler,  in  the  autumn  of  1837. 

At  tliat  early  period  only  a  few  persons  had 
heard  of  the  new  system,  and  a  still  nailer  nnm- 
ber of  its  adherents  were  wilKng  to  trust  it  in 
severe  fioims  of  disease.  There  ivcn  ft  fav«  hoir> 
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ever,  irbo  ««re  dMraayh  oonveriB  to  die  new 

IMtbod.  Ttieir  conficlence  in  the  efficacy  of  ho- 
mapqpatbic  treatment  was  such  that  they  adhered 
10  it  ■kuM^  even  in  the  moet  rapid  and  dangerous 

Among  this  class  of  firm  believers  in  the  new 
qntem,  the  name  of  Rev.  Dr.  Myers,  pastor  of  the 
Fint  LaAeran  Oiiuch,  dcaervca  apedal  nantioo. 
Hie  re%'crciKl  doctor,  at  that  early  day,  had  pio- 
oind  from  Leipeig  a  number  of  homceopathic  rem- 
ediea  and  a  tmall  bodt,  printed  in  the  Gennan 
langnagi^  giving  directions  for  the  proper  adminia- 
tration  of  the  medicines. 

By  these  firm  behevers  in  humwopathy  Dr. 
filler  was  cordtaUjr  wdcomed  and  adUooaly 
supported,  and  the  system  hf  n  jircsented,  by  turn 
earnestly  advocated  and  fearlessly  defended. 

Dr.  Kegler  was  bora  in  Praaria;  he  rerided,  at 
the  time  of  graduation  from  the  Univer^lIy  of 
Berlin,  at  St.  Wendel;  his  diploma  is  dated  March 
'9>  1^32,  and  bears  the  signature,  among  others, 
of  Chiirtian  G.  Hnfeland.  He  leodved  letters  of 
recommendation  from  Dr.  Hufeland  and  others  to 
professors  in  another  German  university,  in  which 
also  he  pnrsaed  medical  stodiae  subaeqnent  to  his 
graduation  at  Berlin. 

He  began  the  practice  of  homoeopathy  at  Albany 
in  November,  1837.  In  the  next  year  (1838)  he 
passed  die  requisite  examination,  and  naa  ad- 
mitted to  membership  in  tlie  Me<iical  Sode^  of 
the  Qty  and  County  of  New  Vork. 

Dr.  Biegler  remained  in  Albany  antil  the  spring 
of  1840,  when  he  removed  to  Schenectady,  and  in 
the  autumn  of  that  year  became  a  permanent  resi- 
dent of  Rochester,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y. 

Duing  this  journey  westward,  which  occupied 
several  months,  Dr.  Biegler  delivered  lectures  on 
homceopathy  in  the  pnncipal  cities  along  the 
routK  These  lectures  awakened  great  Iniercat  in 
the  new  svstem,  and  resulted  in  the  addition  of 
many  converts  to  the  homceopathic  method  of  med- 
ical treatment 

Late  in  the  autumn  of  1840  Dr.  Bie^er  left 
Rochester  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  Hahnemann, 
at  Paris,  lie  ronained  at  that  city  about  one 
year.  As  a  testimonial  of  esteem,  Hahnemann 
presented  him  with  a  beautiful  camclian  stone 
ring,  on  which  a  profile  of  the  head  of  Hahnemann 
was  engraved;  abo  a  lock  of  Ins  own  hair,  with  a 
note  from  Madame  Hahnemann. 

After  his  return  to  this  country  Dr.  Biegler  re- 
sumed practice  at  Rochester,  where  he  remained 
nntil  his  deadif  which  occurred  in  1849,  st  the  age 
of  S9  yeark   Dr.  Hegler  enjoyed  the  mre  ofipot^ 


toni^  of  a  long  persona]  acqnalntanoe  widi 

Hahnemann. 

Soon  after  Dr.  Biegler's  advent  Dr.  Rosenstein 
sstabUdiedhhnsdf  at  Albany.  The  two  physicians 
formed  a  partnership  in  business,  hich  was  termi- 
nated in  a  few  months  by  the  removal  of  Dr. 
Rusenstein  from  the  city. 

Dr.  Beglerwassucoeeded,  intbeiprinfofiSio^ 
by  Dr.  Charles  Frederic  HoAndahL  Dr.  Hoffss- 
dahl  was  bon)»  June  28.  1799,  at  New  Brsnden- 
buigh,  in  Medtlenhurg-Stidha.  He  b^an  med- 
ical studies  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years,  at  the  St. 
Ji>seph's  Academy  of  Vienna,  a  training  school  fat 
military  surgeoiks. 

In  i8»o^  having  passed  his  eiamination,  he  was 
attached  to  nn  .Austrian  infantry  regiment  (entitled 
Wurtembcrg)  and  accompanied  it  during  a  cam- 
paign in  Italy.  He  then,  in  i8s8,  finished  his  ' 
studies  and  obtained  his  degree  at  the  Medical 
University  of  Berlin. 

It  is  probable  that  he  became  a  homoeopathic 
practiAmersoonaflcrgraABatioii,  handngpsvrioosty 
actjuired  a  knowledge  of  homceopathy  while  in 
the  Austrian  army,  through  the  kindness  of  Regi- 
mental Snigeon  Schmidt. 

Dr.  Hoffendahl  came  to  this  country  in  1837, 
and  settled  at  Philadelphia,  where  he  remained 
until  1840,  when  he  became  a  resident  of  Albany. 
He  renaained  at  Albany  two  year^  and  dien,  in 
1842,  removed  to  Boston,  Mass.,  where  he  died, 
April  24,  1862,  at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years. 

In  1841  Dr.  Isaac  M.  Ward,  of  Newark,  N.  J., 
came  to  Albany.  Alter  a  very  successful  and  re- 
munerative practice  of  seven  years,  he  retired  to 
New  York  in  the  autumn  of  1847.  Dr.  Ward  1ms 
long  since  retired  from  active  piacticei.  He  resides 
(1885)  at  Elizabeth.  N.  J. 

Dr.  Charles  H.  iikitl  came  to  Albany  in  1843. 
Dr.  Skiff  was  bora  at  Speneeitown,  Columbia 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  12,  1808.  The  greater  part 
his  boyhood  was  spent  with  his  grandfiitber, 
Nathan  Skiff,  on  Skiff  Mountain,  in  the  town  oif 
Kent,  Litchfield  County,  Conn.  He  was  graduated 
from  the  Berkshire  Medical  College  at  Fittsfield, 
Mass.,  September  5,  1832. 

Alter  Ae  death  of  a  dearly  beloved  daughter 
and  a  severe  illness  of  his  own,  during  which  he 
obtained  evidences  of  the  practical  superiority  of 
the  new  over  the  old  method,  he  fully  adopted  die 
homoeopathic  system. 

He  remained  at  Albany  less  than  one  year,  and 
thence,  in  the  fall  of  1843,  removed  to  New 
Haven,  Conii.,  where  he  resided,  with  the  ei- 
cqMion  of  two  yesn  epent  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  to 
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die  time  cf  his  death,  m  1875,  at  the  age  of  sixtj- 
Mven  years. 

He  was  the  first  ph^-sician  to  practice  homceo 
pathiodly  at  New  Haven;  be  was  one  of  the 
(bunders  of  the  Connecticut  State  Honueopethic 
Medical  Society,  and  alsi^  oito  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  American  Institute  of  Humu.'opaiby. 

Dr.  Henry  D.  Ptttae  came  from  Newbnigh, 
Onmge  County,  to  Albany  in  1845.  He  formed 
a  partnership  in  business  with  Dr.  I.  M.  Ward. 
The  partnership  continued  two  years,  and  was  ter- 
minated by  the  remo\  al  of  Dr.  Ward  to  New  York. 
Dr.  Paine  removed  from  Albany  to  New  York  in 
the  spring  of  1865,  where  he  is  still  (1^85)  partici- 
pating in  profeflrional  dutiea. 

Dr.  E,  Darwin  Jones  began  the  practice  of  ho- 
moopathy  at  Albany  in  thespiing  of  1846.  He  had 
been  an  dd-school  practitiaiier  aeveral  years.  On  a 
careful  and  thorough  Investigation  of  the  homoeo- 
pathic s\-stcm.  lie  bwame  convinced  of  its  sujierior- 
ity,  and  immeUiately  adopted  it  in  practice.  At 
(be  present  time  (1885)  Dr.  Jones  is  still  ei^jaged 
in  active  practice  at  Albany. 

Dr.  David  Springsteed  had  also  been  an  old- 
school  physidaa  several  yearn  He  was  induced 
to  read  homoeopaduc  publications,  and  to  test  the 
utility  i>f  liomoeopathic  remedies  in  cerlain  discisos. 
After  a  prolonged  examination,  involving  many 
practical  C9q>eriments,  in  the  spring  of  1846,  he 
Openfy  annoanccd  himself  a  convert  to  the  new- 
system.  Dr.  ^ringsteed  then  resided  in  tiie  town 
ofBedalebem,  Albany  County.  He  removed  to 
the  dty  of  Albany  in  1861. 

Bv  reason  of  advanced  afje,  in  1880,  he  retired 
from  active  practice  and  removed  to  Saugerties, 
UlsterConnty,  andsabseqvently,  in  i88t,  to  Brook- 
lyn, N.  Y,,  where  at  the  pre.sent  time  hSSc). 
although  feeble  in  bodily  strength,  he  is  enjoying 
the  evening  of  life  in  the  posse SMon  of  all  his  men- 
tal laculties. 

Dr.  lohn  Alsop  Paine  bepan  practice  at  Albany 
in  January,  1847.  Dr.  Painc  was  born  at  V\  hiles- 
town,  Oneida  Oounty,  N.  Y.,  Joly  10^  1795.  He 
received  an  academical  education  at  Clintoa, 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.,  and  was  graduated  from 
Ae  Medical  Department  of  Yale  College  in  the 
spring  of  1825. 

In  the  Lourse  of  his  lonsr  and  eventful  career  he 
engaged  successfully  in  practice  in  Volney,  Osw^o 
County;  Fuls;  New  Haitlbrd  andUtica,  in  Oneida 
Countv,  N.  and  Newark,  N.  J.,  from  which 
place  be  removed  to  Albany.  He  remained  six 
yean  in  Albany,  and  died  at  Lake  Fotcsi^  lU, 
Jane  16^  1871,  in  the  7<6th  year  of  bis  age. 


He  practiced  the  old-ediool  system  prior  to  the 

year  1844,  at  which  time,  being  detained  several 
weeks  at  Albany  tor  the  purpose  of  giving  evidence 
in  a  suit  to  recover  damages  for  injuries  received  in 
this  city  by  a  patient  who  had  been  a  long  time 
under  his  care,  he  a\ailed  himself  of  the  oppor- 
tuniqr  thus  afforded  for  witnessing  the  application  of 
the  new  system,  as  iUastntod  by  die  practice  of 
Dr  I.  M.  Ward,  at  that  time  a  resident  of  Albany. 

On  returning  to  bis  home  at  New  Hertford,  he  at 
onceinstitaled  a  series  of  tfUs,  at  first  in  cases  in 
which  the  nsual  old-school  remedies  bad  failed. 
'I'heso  tests  resulted  in  demonstrating  to  his  entire 
I  satisfaction  die  availability  of  a  method  having  a 
lar  wider  range  of  application— one  opening  np  a 
!  greater  wealth  of  resources  in  its  applicability  in  the 
treatment  of  even  the  most  dangerous  and  rapidly 
&lal  diseases — tlian  any  he  had  hitherto  witnessed. 
These  advantages  he  quickly  perceived  and 
speedily  availed  himself  of  in  daily  practice,  and 
held  to  them  during  tiic  remaining  years  of  his  pro- 
lesrional  life  widi  shigalar  tenacity,  sddom,  ex- 
cept under  the  most  urgent  necessity,  ever  resortiqg 
to  old  school  palliative  or  alterative  treatment. 

Dr.  Paine  was  elected  to  a  number  of  official  po- 
sitions in  connection  with  the  medical  associations, 
old-school  and  new,  in  which  he  held  membership. 

He  was  a  skillful  and  successful  physician;  ,he 
was  genial  in  dispoeitioD,  jndicioaa  and  exemplaiy 
in  his  daily  life.  His  influence  over  his  patients 
was  marked  by  characteristic  cheerfulness  hopeful- 
ness snd  vnasnal  urbanity  of  manners.  His 
presence  in  the  sick  room  was  often  an  inspiration, 
promptini.-'  a  faithful  cu-operation  tntheuse  of  the 
remetlial  measures  suggested. 

He  manifested  decided  oilginalily  In  determin- 
ing  the  active  as  well  as  the  predisposing  causes  of 
disease;  hence  his  opinion  regarding  the  diagnosis 
of  difficult  and  obscoie  cases  was  frequently  de- 
sired by  his  professionat  associates. 

Dr  Henry  Adams,  son  of  Dr.  Peter  C.  Adams, 
was  born  at  Coxsackie,  N.  Y.,  July  6,  1787.  He 
pursued  the  study  of  medidne  under  the  super- 
vision of  his  father,  and  was  admitted  topfsctioe  in 
the  twenty- first  year  of  bis  age. 

During  the  war  of  r8is  he  was  appointed  sui^ 
geon  in  the  American  army,  and  wa.s  stationed  ait 
.Sackeit's  Harbor,  N.  Y.  .\t  the  close  of  the  war 
he  returned  to  Coxsackie  and  resumed  practice. 

About  the  year  1846  he  was  persuaded  to  inves- 
tigate the  claim-  »  rf  h.  imtropathy,  and  was  not  slow 
to  accept  its  principles  as  an  improvement  upon  <he 
old  method.  His  confidence  in  the  new  ^lem 
never  wavered. 
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Ho  csme  to  Albany  in  1848,  remaining  two 

years.  He  removed  to  Cohoes  in  1850,  where  he 
resided  to  the  lime  of  his  lic.uh.  which  occuired 
Jolj  6,  1S57,  on  his  seveiuieih  birtJiday. 

He  poaaesaed  great  individnalitjr  and  originality 
of  method.  He  was  firm  and  positive  in  his  con- 
victions, and  pursued  a  course,  once  decided  on 
after  nwtare  delHiemtioD,  with  untiring  penever- 
ance.  He  wu  a  man  of  few  words.  His  ttioughts 
and  opinions  were  expressed  in  strong,  teiM  lan- 
guage and  laconic  sentences. 

Dr.  Honce  M.  Mne,  son  of  Dr.  John  A.  Baine, 
was  graduated  from  the  ^fcilical  Department  of  the 
University  of  the  City  of  New  York,  in  March, 
1849.  He  at  once  began  practice  in  Albany,  re- 
maining until  1855,  when  he  lemovci!  to  Clinton, 
f^neida  County.  X.  Y  ,  where  he  resided  until  1 86$, 
returning  that  year  to  Albany. 

Prior  to  the  year  1849  the  aooessiona  to  the 

ranllS  of  homneopathiC  practitioners  were  from 
among  those  who  had  been  previously  engaged  for 
several  yean  in  old-achool  practice;  Dr.  Bdne  was 
the  firat  young  physician  who  began  the  practice  of 
homcEopathy  immediately  after  graduation. 

Dr.  Paine  at  the  present  time  (1885)  is  a  resi- 
dent of  Albany,  and  is  engaged  m  active 
practice. 

In  1851  a  physician  by  the  name  of  firooks 
came  to  Albany.  He  had  been  an  old-achool 
practitioner  fifteen  or  sixteen  years,  and  had  re- 
cently become  a  convert  to  the  new  system.  He 
remained  at  Albany  two  or  three  years,  and  then 
removed  elsewhere. 

Dr.  William  H.  Randel  was  prii<lu.it<  <l,  m  the 
spring  of  1 85 1,  from  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  Univenity  of  the  Gty  of  New  York,  and  im- 
mediately thereafter  b^an  die  pracdce  of  homoeo- 
pathy in  Albany. 

Dr.  Randel  visited  Europe  in  1867,  and  spent  a 
greater  part  of  a  year  in  observing  the  results  of 
treatment  adopted  in  the  principal  hospitals  in 
Engfamd  and  on  the  Continent  He  is  still  (1885) 
a  resident  of  Albany,  and  is  engaged  in  active  pro- 
fessional duties. 

Dr.  James  W.  Cox  was  graduated,  in  the  spring 
of  1853,  from  the  Albany  ^fedical  College,  and  at 
once  b«gaa  the  practioe  homoeopathy  in  Albany. 
He  entered  into  partnership  in  business  with  his 
former  preceptor.  Dr.  Henry  D.  Paine.  The 
partnership  oontfnned  seven  yean,  and  was  dien 
dissolved  by  mutual  consent.  Dr.  Cox  subse- 
quently formed  a  partnership  with  Dr.  John  S. 
Delavan.  Dr.  Cox  is,  at  the  present  time  (1885), 
engaged  in  practice  in  Albany. 


Dr.  C  G.  Biyant  was  gradnated,  in  the  spring  of 
1852,  from  the  Albany  Medical  College;  He  as- 
sociated himself  in  business  with  h-s  fonncr  precep- 
tor. Dr.  D.  Springsteed.  He  remained  one  year  in 
Albany,  and  dien  removed  to  San  Francisco^  where 
he  died  in  1866. 

Dr.  Lester  M.  Pratt,  of  !■  ulton,  Oswego  CooDty, 
N.  Y.,  came  to  Albany  in  August,  1854.  He 
was  j^raduated  in  the  spring  of  that  year  from  the 
Homoeopathic  ^Tedical  Collei;e  of  Philadelphia. 
He  formed  a  partnerehip  in  business  with  Dr.  H. 
M.  Psine,  which  continoed  one  year,  and  was  termi- 
nated by  the  removal  of  Dr.  Paine  to  Clinton,' 
Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  Dr.  Pratt  has,  on  two 
occasions,  entered  into  partnership  with  Dr.  John 
S.  Delavan.  Dr.  Pratt,  at  the  present  time  (1885), 
is  engaged  in  active  practice  at  Albany. 

Dr.  George  H.  Billings  was  graduated  from 
Castletcm  Medical  College  in  1857,  and  (he  same 

year  he:.,'an  the  practice  of  homo'opathy  at  Cohoos. 
He  remained  at  Cohoes  seven  years,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Brooklyn.    He  returned  to  Cbhoes  in 
1870,  where  he  is  now»  in  1885,  engaged  in  active 
professional  duties. 

These  seventeen  physicians,  the  pioneers  of  our 
school  in  Albany  County,  eapoused  die  homoBtv* 
palhic  system  when  its  very  name  was,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  dominant  school,  a  synonym  of 
reproach,  and,  as  indicadve  on  the  part  of  fhe 
homceopathist,  of  a  deficiency  of  sound  judgment 
HomiKopathists  were  regarded  as  nsionarj-  in  their 
conceptions  and  superficial  in  their  attainments. 
Many  of  the  pioneers  of  homoopatby,  however, 
were  men  of  profi^und  learning;  they  were  n'[ie 
scholars,  and  were  in  full  possession  of  all  those 
mental  qualities  required  for  originaliQr  of  thought 
and  independence  of  action. 

At  that  early  day  the  opposition  to  homa»opathy 
was  intense.  The  intimation  of  the  slightest  predilec- 
tion toward  the  new  ^fstem  was  sure  to  cover  the  of- 
fen<ler  with  oblo<juy,  and  ullimatel}'  result  in  al- 
most complete  professional  ostracism.  The 
homoeopafhist  was  speedily  expelled  from  the 
medical  organisations  to  which  he  belonged,  and 
was  henceforth  debarred  all  professional  fellowship 
with  his  former  medical  associates.  Hence,  to 
break  away  from  esteemed  friends,  and  to  exclude 
one's  self  from  the  fellowship  nf  those  whose  aid 
would  be  frequently  extremely  desirable,  was  a  test 
of  courage  and  aetf-rellanoe  to  whidi  few  were  willmg 

to  subject  themselves. 

It  has  been  repeatedly  asserted  that  the  early 
homocopathists  renounced  the  old-school  system  of 
practioe  on  account  of  the  probable  pecuniary  ad- 
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vantages  to  be  gained  thereby.    The  pioneers 

themselves,  however,  are  conscious  of  being;  un- 
inlluenced  b)  mercenary  motives.  Tticy  adopted 
the  homoeopatfaic  system  only  after  repeated  triab 
had  pro\ed  its  superior  curative  advantages,  and 
they  adhered  to  it  ia  the  conhdent  expectation  that 
these  points  of  intrinsic  exoelleace  would  ultimately 
establish  its  daims  ibr  public  recognition  and  general 
adoption. 

Tliey  broke  away  from — nay,  rather  were  driven 
oat  o&-4he  otd-sdiool  because  they  bdteved  that 

tliey  could  more  effectively  serve  the  public;  they 
were  confident  of  accomplishing  better  results  in 
practice;  of  saving  a  larger  proportion  of  human 
lift^  and  of  contributing  tu  the  diininuti  inof  tbedu- 
ntion  and  intenvity  of  disease-  which  ifflict  man- 
kind. Whether  their  reward  would  come  during 
dieir  liib  time  thejr  could  jaot  fiitetdl;  bnt  of  its 
coming  at  some  fnuife  day  thcj  bad  no  reason  to 
doubt 

And  when  they  relinquished  tlie  old  method  it 
was  a  mdical  and  entire  separation.  Indeed,  the 
COin]deleness  of  the  renunciation  of  old-school 
methods  is  a  marlied  characteristic  of  many  of 
the  earlier  converts  to  hooMBopathy.  They  appeared 
to  have  a  morbid  dread  <>f  even  an  occasional 
resort  to  the  milder  cathartics  and  naicotic^  which 
the  younger  botnccopathists— those  who  have  had 
a  shorter  practical  knowledge  of  the  dd  methods 
— have  never  experienced. 

When  they  gave  up  the  old  system,  they  re- 
noonced  it  wholly;  when  th^  adopted  the  new, 
there  was  no  reservation  at  any  point  in  fa\or  of 
the  old.  There  was  no  blending  of  the  two  op- 
posite systems.  The  new  method,  to  diem, 
seemed  to  act  more  in  haimooy  with  natural  con- 
servative forces,  hence  was  considered  pceierable  in 
all  curable  diseases. 

A  review  of  the  woik  acoompliahed  by  diese 
pioneers  of  our  school  in  .\lbany  County,  even  at 
dlis  early  period,  shows  that  their  con&dence  in 
die  new  ^stem  was  wdl  ibnnded.  and  diat  we 
are,  at  the  present  day,  measurably  enjoying  the 
fruition  of  their  self'Sacrificing  labor. 

Nine  of  the  seventeen  are  still  living,  and  with 
one  or  two  exceptions  all  aie  engaged  in  the 
active  duties  of  professioaal  liie. 

II. — SatOMJ  SinSIQUKNT  TO  THE  OKOAtilZATION  07 
THE  ALBANT  COUNTT  HOmEtWATBIC  MBDiCAL 

SOCIETY. 

The  development  and  progress  of  the  homoso- 

pathic  school  is  indicated,  approximately  at  least, 
by  the  growth  and  influence  of  the  number  and 


standing  of  its  public  and  private  insdtntions. 

The  history  of  die  s<x;iety  and  cognate  ors^aniza- 
tions,  therefore,  marks  the  advances  and  resources 
of  the  school  and  measures  the  d^ree  of  public 
approval  and  adoption  of  its  system  of  therapeaticik 

The  Albany  County  Homoeopathic  Medical 
Society  was  oiganized  at  Albany,  January  24, 1861, 
twenty-four  years  ago.  It  was  organized  under 
tlie  prt)visions  of  a  general  law  authorizing  the  for- 
mation of  county  homcuopathic  medical  societies, 
passed  in  1857. 

The  names  of  the  members  of  the  society  are 
as  foUowa: 

iWt.  Dr.  David  Springsteed,  Albany,  1861. 
1862. 

1861.  Dr.  Henry  I).  Paine,  Albany, 
1861.  Dr.  £.  Darwin  Jones,  Albany,  i86j. 
1861.  Dr.  Lester  M.  Pntt,  Albany,  1864,  1878, 
1884. 

1861.  Dr.  James  W.  Cox,  Albany,  1867,  i88s, 
1883. 

1861.  Dr.  William  H.  Randel,  Albany,  1865. 

1862.  Dr.  J.  Savage  DeUuan,  AUiany,  1S66. 
1864.  Dr.  William  S.  Baker,  Cohoes,  1868. 

1866.  Dr.  Horsce  M.  Fslne,  Albany,  1874. 

1867.  Dr.  Ilarman  Swits,  Schenectady,  18701 
1867.  Dr.  Joseph  C.  Butler,  Albany. 

1867.  Dr.  J.  H.  A.  Graham,  Berne; 
1867.  Dr.  Ileman  B.  Horton,  Albany. 

1867.  Dr.  Joseph  N.  White,  Amsterdam,  1869. 

1868.  Dr.  James  F.  McKown,  Albany,  1877. 

1869.  Dr.  Geoige  A.  Cox,  Albany. 

1869.  Dr.  P.  L.  F.  Reynolds,  Albany,  1873. 

1869.  Dr.  Nelson  Hunting,  Albany,  1876. 
187a  Dr.  Edward  A.  Carpenter,  Albany. 
187a  Dr.  John  Smithwick,  Albany. 

1870.  Dr.  .Stephen  H.  Carroll,  Albany,  1871. 

1871.  Dr.  Henry  G.  Preston,  Albany,  1872. 
1 871.  Dr.  Phillip  L  Cromwell,  Albany. 
1871.  Dr.  Edward  C.  Howe,  New  Baltimorei 
1871.  Dr.  John  U.  Fitch,  Gallupville. 
1871.  Dr.  Frederick  W.  Thomas,  Albany. 
1871.  Dr.  GcMge  H.  Billiqgi^  Cohoes,  1879, 

1880,  1881. 

1873.  Dr.  D.  A.  Cookingham,  West  Troy. 
1873.  Dr.  Charles  E.  Jones,  Albany,  1875. 
1873.  Dr.  Townsend  Bowne,  Albany. 

1873.  William  iL  Milbank,  Albany. 

1874.  Dr.  Ruins  Reed,  Cohoes. 

1874.  Dr.  Catharine  E.  Goewey,  Albany. 
1876.  Dr.  Howard  L.  Waldo,  West  Troy. 
1876.  Dr.  R.  B.  Sullivan,  Albany. 
1876.  Dr.  James  J.  Wallace,  Albany. 
1876.  Dr.  John  J.  Peckbam,  Albany. 
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1876.  Dr.  WUlnitn  H.  Van  Deraee,  Albany. 

18-7.  Dr.  F.dwin  R.  (Jraham,  Albany. 

1877.  Dr.  George  U.  Benjamin,  Albanjr. 
1877.  Dr.  John  N.  BnuUejr,  Adamsville. 

1877.  Dr.  G.  P.  H.  Taylor,  Stillwater, 

1878.  Dr.  William  H.  Griffith,  Albany. 

1878.  lit.  Gertrude  A.  Goewey,  Albany. 

1879.  Dr.  Mai7  G.  Pomeroy,  Albany. 
1879.  Dr.  George  E.  Gorham,  Albany. 

1883.  Dr.  Edward  L.  CraDdall,  Albany. 
i88s.  Dr.  Robert  Kennedy,  Green  bland 

1884.  Dr.  Walter  F.  Robinson,  Albany. 
The  finit  seven  names  are  those  of  the  original 

members  and  founders  of  the  society,  those  who 
MK  preaeat  at  to  fint  meetingf  or  united  with 
it  during  the  Ibst  year  of  its  existence  ;  the  figures 
at  the  ri^t  indicate  the  date  of  election  to  the  presi- 
dency ;  those  at  the  left,  the  date  of  election  to 
membership  in  the  society. 

Of  the  founders  of  the  .society,  all  are  still  living, 
and.  with  one  exception,  all  are  engaged  in  practice, 
or  Ae  lemainiogfor^p^hree^  all,  except  four  or  five, 
are  living,  and  are  at  the  present  time  (1885)  par- 
ticipating in  the  duties  and  bearing  the  responsi- 
bilities of  professional  Hie.  Of  the  whole  nnmber, 
nineteen  are  residents  of  and  active  practitionen  in 
Albany  County. 

in,— AlsnACT  or  the  proceedinos  of  the  society, 
saowmo  titles  of  papers  and  coktribu- 
TIOK3  TO  MSDICAL  SCtEHCX;  ALSO  THX  FOfimOX 

OK  TiiK  soctBiT  BKMinnra  ths  foimcs  of 

HOJKKOPATHT. 

Abstract  0/  Titles  0/ Papers  Presented  at  Meetings 
9/  /If  Stektf. — ^A  luge  proportion  of  die  reports  of 
scientific  work  acoomplisbed  by  resident  botnoeo- 
pathista  has  been  published  in  books  or  widely 
separated  medical  journals,  hence  no  list  showing, 
even  appNUciawlely,  the  number  ud  qnaliiy  of 
these  papers  is  obtainable.  Neither  do  the  records 
of  the  society  furnish  evidence  of  a  tithe  of  the  cou- 
tiibntions  to  carrent  medical  literatnre.  Refer- 
ence to  die  more  prominent,  however,  of  the  papers 
and  reports  presented  from  lime  to  time  and  read 
at  its  meetings  show  a  wide  range  of  investigation, 
and  resulu  extracted  from  lidi  mines  of  practical 
clinical  experience.    They  arc  as  follows  : 

Diseases  0/  the  Throat  and  Air  Passages. — Car- 
bolic acid  in  the  treatment  of  chrmiic  huyngitis; 
April,  i8^>7;  nasal  catarrh  treated  by  inhalations, 
August,  1870;  hay  fever,  September,  1871;  chronic 
catarrh  of  the  air  passages,  January,  1872;  pneu- 
monia, October,  croup  and  diphtheria  differ- 
entially  conadeced,  December,  1876;  malignant 


diphtheria,  Jaly,  1883;  chronic  tonsittds,  April, 

1884. 

Diseases  of  the  Pelvie  Organs. — Improved  form 
of  speculum,  January,  1867;  carbolic  add  in  the 
treatment  of  ulceration  of  the  os  uteri;  for  the  re- 
lief of  leucorrhoeal  discharges,  and  for  chronic 
cystitis,  April,  1867;  fissure  of  the  rectum,  January, 
1870;  intra-uterine  treatment  by  means  of  medi- 
cated suppositories,  .\us(ust,  1 871;  spermatorrhoea, 
three  papers,  September,  1871;  dilhcult,  tedious 
and  instramental  labors,  SqXember,  1871;  paer> 
peral  convulsion^  Sq>tember,  1S71;  enuresis  noc- 
tuma,  December,  1871;  methods  of  intra-uterine 
treatment.  May,  1872;  infiltration  of  nrine  into 
cdlular  tissue.  May,  1873;  degeneration  of  the 
placenta,  July,  1882;  congenital  phimrsis  in  an 
adult,  July,  1882;  hygiene  and  therapeutics  of 
uterine  and  ovarian  diseaae«^"  Januaiy,  1883;  cases 
of  spasmodic  dysmenonifaoBa,  January,  1883:  ap- 
paratus for  convenient^  applying  the  hot  water 
douche,  April,  1884. 

Cerebral  and  Nennjus  Diseases.— Csm&cs  of  in- 
sanity, September,  1871;  paralysis  following  diph- 
theria, August,  1877J  apoplexy,  August,  1877; 
tinnitos  anrium,  July,  188s,*  cerebfal  congestion, 
simulating  yellow  atrophy  of  the  liver,  April,  1884; 
nervous  and  lung  diseases,  utility  of  erytbroxyton 
cocoa  in  the  treatment  of,  October,  1868. 

Diseases  0/ the  Skin. — Carbolic  acid  applied  ex- 
ternally for  the  cure  of  sc.iliics,  .-\pril,  i8'>7;  txnia 
capitis,  April,  1869;  varicella,  .\pril,  1878. 

General  Diseases. — ^Mmdic  cholen,  July,  1866; 
dropsy,  cases  of,  July,  1S67;  intermittent  fever, 
August,  1 871;  spinal  meningitis,  August,  1871; 
lead  colic,  August,  1871;  osteo-sarcoma  of  the  sup 
perior  maxillar)-,  .September,  1871;  local  cellulitis^ 
September,  1871;  fungoid  tumor,  September,  1871: 
records  of  two  post  mortems,  September,  1871; 
biliaiy  ealcoli,  September,  1871;  typhoid  Ifcver, 
December,  1871;  tumor  in  the  region  of  the  sub- 
clavian triangle,  December,  1871;  abdominal  tu- 
mor, Janaaiy,  187s;  oerebro-spinal  meningitis, 
April,  1872;  constitutional  predisposition  to  cer- 
tain diseases,  April,  1874:  dysentery,  April,  1874; 
spinal  meningitis,  April,  1874:  record  of  prevailing 
diseases  for  six  months,  in  connection  with  mete- 
orological observations  for  the  same  {K-riod,  Janu- 
ary, 1877;  iris  versicola,  for  ihe  relief  of  sick  head- 
ache, November,  1876;  iodia  in  tfie  treatment  of 
syphilis  and  scrofula,  June,  1877;  cancer  of  the 
stomach,  July,  1878;  traumatic  peritonitis,  April, 
1879;  the  utility  of  lycopus  in  the  treatment  of  di- 
abetes, April,  1879;  the  importance  of  having  all 
plumbing  work  done  under  competent  supervision. 
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Jttlj,  1879;  the  applicability  ■  f  massage  in  llic 
treatment  of  certain  diseases,  April,  1879;  record 
of  a  post  mortem,  July,  1882;  the  vae  and  abnae 
of  tonics,  1SS2;  the  deleterious  effects  of 

feeding  swine  slaughter-house  offal,  October,  1882; 
typhoid  fever,  October,- 1882;  urinary  analysis  and 
Brighlfa  diaeaa^  January,  1883;  diabetea  inripidua, 
July,  1883:  typhoid  fever,  Ajiril.  iSS^;  therapeuti- 
cal indications  for  the  administratiuu  oi  pilocar- 
pine, June,  1877. 

The  Polemics  0/  Homaopathy. — The  contest  be- 
tween the  old  school  and  the  homteopathic  has 
been  a  long  and  bitter  one.  Uomueopatiii^ts  jus- 
tify themadvfa  in  maintaining  adiMience  to  the 
tenets  of  their  system  on  the  grround  ijf  its  sujtfrior 
qualities  when  subjected  to  practical  lesu  in  the 
ticasment  of  (Baease.  The  old  achool,  on  the  other 
hand,  justify  their  hostility  to  homoeopalhj  on  the 
pround  nf  the  alleged  absurdities  of  its  principles. 

Homueopathists  admit  that  the  theoretical  for- 
mulaa  pvtMnalgated  bjr  Hahnemann,  regarding  the 
smallness  of  the  d^se  am!  the  methods  by  which 
.the  medicines  are  prepared,  are  strangely  absurd 
and  unicaaonable;  at  the  same  time  thejr  hoU  that 
these  absurdities  do  not  in  any  manner  represent 
the  principles  on  which  the  homteopathic  system  of 
therapeuties  is  constructed.  They  also  hold  that 
the  ewmtial  elements  of  homoeopathy  are  reason- 
able, sound,  and  an  exemplificatiain  of  a  natnial 
law  of  cure. 

Hence  dt^  Airther  hold,  that  the  meaanre  of 
liberality  within  the  old  school  ought  to  have  been 
sufficiently  broad  to  have  afforded  all  the  freedom 
required  by  homoeopathists  in  the  exercise  of  a 
r^t  which  eveiy  educated  phyaidan  ahould  be 
permitted  to  enjoy,  to  the  unreatlicted  employment 
of  any  and  all  therapeutic  methods  extant  In 
ahoi^  they  hold  that  educational  qaali6cationa 
alone  ahould  regulate  membership  and  standing 
in  medical  as  in  other  scientific  aaaodationa. 

Happily  time  has  softened  the  asperities  of  the 
old  adiooi.  Indeed,  many  of  the  objectionable 
features  of  iiId-sclio<>!  practice,  which  mainly,  on 
account  of  their  rcpulsivcne:is,  forced  the  homuKt- 
pathlc  ayatem  into  existence^  have  long  abce  been 
discarded,  and  many  uf  the  essential  elements  of 
the  new  system  have  been  substituted.  All  are 
now  willing  to  admit  that  the  harshness  of  the  old- 
school  method  has  lieen  greatly  modified  since  the 
introduction  of  the  homreopathic. 

The  history  of  the  Homoeopathic  Medical  Society 
of  Albany  County  embnces  the  aeoond  qoarter 
centennial  lovered  by  the  great  medico-ethical 
controvexsy  of  this  cratory.   Its  records  show  that 


the  members  of  the  society  h.r.  e  liecn  .ictive  parti- 
cipants in  the  work  of  securing  for  themselves  and 
dieir  system  a  legal  statue  equal  in  every  respect 
to  that  of  their  old-adMXd  rivals.  The  following 
extracts,  selci  led  from  many  of  similar  import,  set 
fortii  the  animus  and  purposes  which  have  success- 
fully oontndled  the  active  partidpania  In  the 
polemics  of  homeopathy. 

The  iiist  extract  is  taken  from  a  report  ot  the 
proceedings  of  a  meeting  held  December  9,  1873. 
It  has  reference  to  the  refusal  of  the  American 
Public  Health  Association  to  admit  to  its  mem- 
bership Dr.  T.  S.  Verdi,  a  homoeopathic  physidan, 
reridl^r  at  Waahington,  D.  C 

I  ReSiiJuliiin's  Protesting  Against  the  TUiheraltly  0/ 
the  American  Public  HeaUk  Association. — How- 
ever ondeahable  it  may  be,  we  are  very  frequently 
reminded  of  the  dissensions  among  medical  men. 
The  origin  and  progress  of  the  contest  between  tlie 
two  prindpal  rival  schools  demonstrate  the  tact 
diat  all  overt  acts  of  intolerance  have  been  per- 
petrated by  our  opponents.  Homoeopathista,  in 
every  instance,  have  acted  on  the  defensive. 

It  would  appear  that  onr  old  adtool  oppo- 
nents intend  to  continue  this  internecine  strife  until 
compelled,  by  force  of  public  sentiment,  to  recog- 
nize homoeopathic  physicians  as  equals,  and  en- 
titled to  all  the  amenitiea  of  professional  hiteiw 
course. 

The  only  question  at  issue  between  the  rcpre- 
aentadveaof  the  two  rival  acboola  ia  simply  one  in- 
volving a  difference  of  opinion  regarding  the  ap- 
plication of  remedies  in  the  treatment  of  disease. 
The  old-school,  according  to  the  recent  testimony 
of  professors  in  the  medical  department  of  the 
University  of  Michigan,  has  "  no  general  law  "  on 
which  to  base  appropriate  ueatmenL  i'hc  homoeo- 
padiic  achool,  on  the  other  hand,  founda  its  system 
of  practice  on  a  well-defined  anil  pliilosophical 
principle  which  is  appUcable  in  a  large  per  cent- 
age  of  cnrable  caaes;  hence  ita  superior  suc- 
cess.   *   *  * 

Homoeopathists  are  clearly  entitled  to  member- 
ship in  the  National  Association.  They  and  their 
ftienda  in  all  parte  of  the  ooontiy  will,  if  neoeasaiy, 
throw  their  whole  influence  into  this  contest,  and 
will  continue  to  do  so  while  necessity  calls  for. 
action.  The  old-adiool  fiatemity  may  as  well 
condude,  without  unaeoessary  delay,  that,  in  all 
public  affairs,  they  must  consider  homa»opathistS 
equal  with  themselves  in  every  respect,  and  entitled 
to  the  fiill  enjoyment  of  all  the  tights,  piivilegca 
and  immunities  accorded  any  portioo  of  tiieTqgn- 
1  lar  medical  profession. 
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The  following  nMludoiis  wme  Bnuiniously 
Adopted : 

Whbuus.  Dr.  T.  S.  Verdi,  a  gradtnte  in  nedidBe. 

hoWini;  (lijilomas  from  varions  medical  collej^i^.  anil  a 
practitiuaer  in  gixxl  and  rcguhr  stamiint;.  lisv  l  ^  tis  luly 
appointed  a  mcmbtr  of  the  Hoard  of  Ili-alth  m  tli<-  1  'i^iiii  t 
of  Columbia  bgr  tbe  PreaUeat,  which  appointment  has 
been  confinaed  bgr  dtt  Senate  of  ^  United  Slatei ;  and 

Whkreas,  The  nal,  cncr^-v  and  succeis  manifested  by 
r>r.  Verdi,  in  the  discharge  ol  Ins  duties  as  a  member  of  the 
Boacd  of  Health,  has  received  the  nteriled  ntpect  and  ooa- 
idaoce  of  the  poopla  of  Waahiogtoo ;  and 

Wkmums,  Hii  Excdlenc7,  the  Gemnmr  «i  flw  Ofatokt 
of  ColaUa,  duly  appreciating  the  <«rvlOtt  and  faltCgritjr  of 
character  of  Dr.  T.  s.  Verdi,  appointed  him  a  cpecial  lan. 
itary  comnii-.Moner  t»  vi>it  Kuropt-an  cities  ;  and 

Whuuus,  Dr.  Verdi,  in  the  perfonnanoe  of  nid  official 
ftnMiaM,  hM  taWhiled  in  bit  iceaat  mkrinn  to  BnraiMan 
cities  unasoal  ability ;  and 

Whereas,  Dr.  C.  C.  Cox,  President  of  the  Board  of  1  lealth 
of  WMhinj;ti>ii.  Lieiiij;  an  .ictive  mi.Mii1-<  r  <ii  American 
Saidtary  Association,  has  proposed  the  name  of  Dr.  Verdi 
fiir  awaboihip  in  the  mow  ;  and 

WnuAi^  Said  aaeocfatloii,  at  its  annual  conycatiol^ 
hddfaNew  York,  November  la  to  15,  187J,  declined 
to  elect  l)r.  Verdi  a  member,  for  no  ciusc  except 
adherence  to  homoeopathy  in  hia  private  medical  practice  ; 
aad 

VtamOhM,  Such  a  ooone  mnal  be  «aB(idend  arUlrary 
aad  biIbcMcvoms  \  Aetcfcv^ 

Resoh'/J,  That  any  association,  the  u'ijri,  t  of  wUlk  il 
the  advancement  of  general  public  iiiicreits,  sanitary  or 
otherwise,  which  circumscribes  its  boundaries  of  member- 
ihip  within  the  namnr  Umitt  of  seel*,  dtlwr  idigioua,  medi- 
cal or  poiUeal,  fiiils  hi  its  miBiion,  ud  aabferts  Ac  very 
pdncipK-s  of  itsccistcr.rr  ;  i^  coiitnij  to  the  genius  of  Amer- 
ican institutions,  being  a  direct  violatfaQ  of  the  great  prin- 
ciples which  iavcdve  the  very  foundation  of  free  govern- 
Bea^  aad  is  gnil^  of  a  coune  of  action  as  pesBldons  in 
pflB^ilt  as  it  is  onwise  and  napoUtic  in  practice. 

Ita^td,  Th.at  the  American  Health  A-Mjciatinn,  in  re- 
fbdag  membership  to  two  officers  of  the  l^o.inl  ol  1  Ir.ilth 
of  the  District  of  Columbia,  appointed  thereto  by  the  Prcsi- 
deat  and  canhrmed  bgr  the  Senate  of  the  United  State*,  as 
pcopoeedbj  Hi.  Coa,  PMsident  of  said  Boeid  eC  Health, 
has,  by  that  act,  subverted  the  ads-ancaBMnl  af  seailiury 
reform  for  the  liciielit  of  the  people. 

AVjort  ,  ./,  That  Drs  T.  S.  Verdi  and  D.  W.  Bliss,  being 
both  tDderal  officem,  exercising  their  prerogatives  of  office 
CartiMpeople  of  the  Dishrict  of  CotmaUa,  tlwir  proscrip- 
tion from  the  Public  Health  Association  an  insult  tt>  the 
Presitlent  and  people  of  the  District  of  t  .)lun>t>ia. 

H'Sohtd,  That  the  unanimity  of  [.ulilic  .ipi>roval  in  the 
removal  of  Dr.  Van  Aeroam,  late  Commiasioocr  of  Pensions, 
Ibr  havmg  attenptod  to  lalw  die  isMie  that  adhcnace  to  a 
paiticalar  creed  or  btfef  should  constitute  a  qualification 
Ibr  official  poittioa,  dearly  demonstrated  the  opposition  of 
IIk  American  jn^oplt-  to  siinil.tr  .icts  of  proscription. 

RttohtJ,  That  the  American  Health  Association  will  not 
be  entitled  to  leadTC  ^  respect  and  moral  support  of  the 
people  of  this  oonalijr.  nnUl  it  shall  have  removed  (he  pres- 
ent sectarian  harrier  to  membership. 

Resch  ed,  That  thi-i  sixiety,  as  a  representative  of  a  Urge 
and  rcspccUUc  class  of  scientific  medical  practitiooen,  repels 


the  insnlt  ofliered  to  the  school  of  mcdiciac  to  wliich  Uad. 
hcrcs,  and  calls  upon  all  just  and  fair  men  to  condemn  the 
illiberal  course  of  tlu-  .ViiurtLnti  Health  A>--<x-i.iiion. 

R**0lvt4,  That  the  Homceopathic  MedKal  Society  of  Al- 
bmif  Couatjr  teaden  OhiIb  to  Dr.  C.  C  Cor  ftr  hit 
manly  defense  of  the  rights  of  men  befiore  the  AmericiB 
Public  health  Association,  and  for  hu  scathing  denmidatiea 
of  partisansliij)  an  !  m  , Mtianisiu. 

Kttftvtd,  That  we  respectfully  request  the  members  of 
Caogiem  from  thb  Slate  to  approve  die  legal  recognition  of 
the  American  Health  Aasodattoo,  only  when  convinced  that 
the  articles  of  iacerponition  embrace  a  pcovUoo  ptaUbiliQg 
the  exclusion  of  members  on  account  of  idheriBB  to  any 
preferred  theory'of  medical  treatment. 

Rtsatutianf  Adv0<atmgEfU»l  Refrist-ntatien  of  Old-  Sehoel 
and  Homm^ptikU  FfyritUm$  im  «  S/aU  B0*ri  ^  Meoitk. 
Whereas,  Strcnvoos  elToris  have  been  made  dnbig  the 
p,i^;  few  year^  to  enact  a  law  creating  a  State  Board  of 
I  Icalth,  so  constructed  as  to  provide  for  the  appointment 
in  said  board  of  old -school  physicians  only  ;  and 

WuusAS,  No  good  rcasoo  exitla  why  the  control  of  all 
the  SBntlai7  afiinordia  Slatethmild  be  iahiisted  to  oaa 
schnnl  of  physidaaih  to  tha  odatinii  aad  dctrimeat  of  aa- 

ollicr  ;  and 

Whereas,  Such  exclusive  control  would  indbcdljr  etiab. 
liah  a  seclariaa  aaedical  monopoly }  therefore, 

Rtuhied,  That  wh3e  we  earnestly  advocate  flie  enact- 
ment of  such  sanitary  measures  as  have  f  r  'heir  t  :.>J  the 
prevention  of  diseases  and  leiigtheuing  ui  iminaa  lilc,  we 
earnestly  protest  against  the  passage  of  any  health  bill,  pro- 
viding for  the  appointmcot  of  medical  men,  which  does  not 
recognise  aa  cqaal  amaerical  itpiiistutotioB  by  aame  of 
the  two  dominant  systems  of  medical  practice. 

Rttphied,  That  we  cordially  assent  to,  and  respectfully 
request  the  passage,  by  the  next  State  I-cgislature,  of  a  law 
securing  equal  rcpreseoiation  from  both  the  okl-scbool  and 

Resehfd,  That  copies  of  these  lesolutions  be  forwarded 

to  State  officers,  members  of  the  legudature,  oflicers  of 
Slate  anil  i_i>iMily  iiHillcal  Mxictie^  .<n'l  their  legislative 
j  committees  ;  also,  to  the  committee  on  Legislatioo  of  the 
Amerinn  butitnto  of  Hwwwpathyi 

nr.— nstoRT  or  nu  auamt  cm  BomoMraic 

HOSntAL  AMD  OOKKSUtT. 

Two  public  charitable  institutions,  a  hospital 
and  a  dispensaiy,  now  united  and  maintained  as  a 
single  oiganiaUioii,  bave  been  opened  ud  wa> 
ceij^fully  conducted  bjthe  hoauBopathicproftHioiD 

of  Albany. 

A  propositioa  to  open  a  public  homccopathic  free 
dispensary  wu  first  made  at  a  meeting  of  the  Albany 
County  Hoinceoi)alhic  Medical  Society,  held  tarly  in 
the  year  1865.  During  the  following  two  years 
various  plans  were  offered  and  an  intes«st  in  tbe  sub- 
ject was  sustained,  which  culminated,  in  the  fall 
uri867,  in  the  establishment  of  a  free  dispensary,  at 
tiiat  lime  the  only  public  institution  in  Albany  for 
furnishing  gratuitous  medical  ssniceand  medicines 
to  those  who  choose  to  avail  themselves  of  ita 
I  advantages. 
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Since  the  organization  of  the  dispensary,  seven- 
teen years  ago,  it  has  gratuitously  afforded  medical 
and  surgical  aid  to  more  than  sixty  thousand  appli- 
cants. It  is,  at  dw  preient  time  (1885),  in  as 
flourishing^  a  condition  as  at  any  period  since  its  es- 
tablishment, the  number  ol'  prescriptions  ranging 
from  three  to  five  hundred  per  month. 

The  dispensary  MTvioe toon levoaled  the  fact  that 
many  of  the  appUciilti  reqaired  hospital  accum- 
mo^itianii  V^A  %  view,  therefore,  of  enlarging 
ill  naefiifaieai,  and  placing  its  work  and  opeiatioDS 
upon  a  permanent  foundation,  a  buildini;  was  pur- 
chased in  the  summer  of  1873,  and  supplied  with 
the  leqaUtef  for  both  dicpeiMarjrand  hmpital  utea. 
The  building  at  first  selected  having  been  found 
undesirabiei  in  1875  a  larger  and  more  suitable 
one  was  provided. 

The  [Jiescnt  hospiul  and  dispensar)'  building  is 
centrally  and  cunvenienlly  located  at  12  ?  North 
Pearl  street;  is  large  and  complete  in  its  appoint- 
menlB,  and  ia  provided  irith  dl  soitable  applianoes 
for  accommodating  upward  of  fifty  patients 

Tliereare  enrolled  upon  its  stafi'  the  names  of  all 
the  wrident  lioiinfl»oi»thic  phTstdaas  in  Albany, 
and  in  addidon  tlieielO,  two  of  Albany's  ablest  old- 
school  surgeons;  a  fact  whicli  clearly  indicates  the 
obliteration  of  sectarian  barriers  to  unrestricted  pro- 
ftarfonal  iUlowaliip. 

The  resources  of  both  the  hospital  and  dispen- 
sary are  derived  from  sums  appropriated  by  (he  city 
fovsnnant  and  from  pnvaie  Booicca.  Aldiough 
tiieae  institutions  are  incumbered  with  a  debt  of 
several  thousand  dollars,  the  income  has  been 
hitherto  suthciciit  to  meet  all  claims  for  current 


ALBANY  CO.  EC  LECTIC  MEDICAL 
SOCIETY. 

In  compliance  with  the  act  for  the  incorpora- 
tion of  tfie  Edectic  Medical  SodeQr  of  the  State 

of  New  York,  which  was  incorporated  April  24, 
1865,  and  by  the  written  advice  of  the  honorable 
secretary  of  that  body,  under  date  of  May  19,  1874, 
and  in  pursuance  of  a  ccmiial  invitation,  tlie  friends 
of  medical  rcffirm  assembled  at  the  office  of  Dr. 
Robert  Liston,  in  the  City  of  Albany,  June  i,  1874, 
to  oiganhMS  a  Gosnty  Eclectic  Medical  Society, 
auxiliary  to  the  Eclectic  Medical  Society  of  the 
Slate  of  New  York.  Dr.  R.  Eiston  was  appointed 
to  the  chair,  and  Dr.  John  Wilson,  secretary.  The 
conatitntion  of  the  State  Eclectic  Medical  Sodetjr 
was  read  and  approM'd,  and  a  constitution  and  by- 
laws were  presented  and  adopted.    After  signing 


these  papeii^  the  fbllowinf  oAoeis  wetedected  for 
the  ensuing  year : 
President,  R.  Liston,  M.  D.;  H^cfr-ncndent, 

J.  T.  Johnson,  M.  D.;  Secretary,  N.  S.  Dean; 
Treasurer,  Dr.  \V.  S.  Filkins,  The  secretary  was 
ordered  to  hie  in  the  County  Clerk's  office  a  copy 
of  tliese  pfoceedii^  with  a  Kst  of  the  17  corporate 

members. 

The  County  Society  presented  a  petition  to  the 
State  Society  at  its  meeting,  October  22,  1874, 
for  recognition  as  an  Auxiliarj'  Society,  signed  by 
R.  Eiston,  \E  D.,  S.  J.  Birch.' M.  D.,  J.  F.  Nee^ 
M.  D.,  which  was  granted  on  the  same  day. 

The  regular  meetings  now  are  foor  in  each  year, 
on  the  first  Thursdays  in  January,  April,  July, 
October.  Membership  now  is  2J.  Of  thete,  die 
following  practice  and  reside  in  Albany  Goan^ : 

A.  CuIIen,  West  Troy. 

James  Douglass,  West  Troy. 

Morgan  L.  Eilkins,  Albany. 

Welcome  I.  Filkins,  Albany. 

Isaac  Finch,  Renssclaerville, 

Jacob  F.  Neef,  Albany. 

Gnstave  &  Schill,  Albany. 

John  H.  Wilbur,  ColiOfla. 

John  Wilaon,  Albany. 


FEMALE  PHYSICIANS. 

The  pfictioe  of  medidne  in  Albany  by  females 

properly  educated  dales  in  1S73,  only  12  years 
aga  Up  to  about  that  time,  the  prejudice,  not 
only  of  most  male  physicians,  but  of  the  people 
generally,  was  very  strong  against  them.  But  the 
few  who  have  settled  in  practice  have  come  SO 
well  prepared,  and  have  pursued  their  work  so 
cowageoody,  and  yet  ao  modcsily  and  diillfolly, 
that  they  have  disarmed  prejudice  and  taken 
respectable  rank  in  the  profession  and  in  society. 

Dr.  Mary  DnBois  was  bora  in  the  State  of  New 
York.  She  was  reared  in  affluence  and  in  the  en- 
joyment of  educational  advantages  of  the  highest 
order.  In  1870,  she  received  her  degree  of  M.  D. 
at  the  Woman's  Coll^  in  Fhiladdpfala.  The  two 
\  irs  f  lloidngdic  spent  in  a  Boston  hospital  as 
houj>e  pbyddaa.  She  came  to  this  city  in  1873, 
wheie she  basever  since  been  activdy  engaged  in 
an  extensive  practice. 

Dr.  Catherine  E.  Ooewey  came  soon  after,  and 

ihas  secured  a  valuable  practice  in  the  homeopathic 
school  by  her  akill  and  cnaisy.  She  ia  a  native  of 
this  State,  and  graduated  from   the  Woman's 
[  Homoeopathic  College  in  New  York  City. 
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Dr.  Iterriet  A.  Woodmnd  is  of  English  descent, 

spruiig,  lis  it  were,  from  a  f.iinily  "f  dodors,  lit-r 
grandlatlier  and  three  uncles  having  been  educated 
in  medidne  st  Oxford  Univenitjr,  Old  England. 
The  doctor  was  born  in  1840,  in  Hector,  N.  Y.,  and 
carlv  rcct!i\e(l  a  thuroui^h  training,'  in  the  usual 
English  branches  and  some  ot  the  higher  branches, 
trith  Ladn.  She  has  alwajs  cnltivated  a  fimdnni 
for  histor}'  and  natural  science.  In  1868  she  began 
thestndy  of  medicine  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
A.  B.  Staaith,  of  the  Hygienic  Institute;  Geneva, 
N.  y.  In  187s  she  entered  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surpcons  at  the  Syracuse  University,  where  she 
graduated  in  1875,  with  honors.  She  came  to 
Albany  die  same  year;  was  admitted  to  member' 
ship  in  the  County  Medical  Society;  also  to  the 
Academy  of  Medicine,  where  she  held  office  for  two 
tenns,  first  as  secretaiy,  then  as  treasurer;  was 
also  one  of  tlie  Board  of  Censors,  in  the  County 
Society,  and  delegate  to  the  American  ^ledical  Asso- 
ciation. She  stills  holds  her  membership  in  the 
society,  and  is  in  active  and  socceasfnl  pracdce  in 
her  chosen  prnH^ssion. 

Dr.  Laurentine  Roudiel  was  born  in  France, 
in  1846;  came  to  dw  United  States  with  her 
parents  when  very  young  ;  received  her  early  edu- 
cation in  the  district  schools  and  in  the  LM«\ille 
Academy.  Tuition  in  the  French  and  German 
she  received  iix>m  private  native  teadioa,  and  speaks 
both  languages  fluently.  She  l)egan  the  study  of 
pharmacy  and  medicine  in  1879,  in  St  Elizabeth's 
Hoepital,  Utica,  N.  Y.,  under  the  direction  of  Dr. 
F.dwin  Hutchinson,  surgeon  in  cliarge  of  the  in- 
.stitution  ;  continued  her  studies  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Dr.  John  F.  Oakes,  of  Rochester ;  then 
graduated  from  the  Medical  Department  of  die 
Uni\ersiiy  of  Buffalo.  She  began  the  pr;nticr  of 
medicine  in  Croghan,  Lewis  County,  and  has 
continued  the  same  in  this      since  1881. 

Dr.  .\nna  Gocwey  practiced  here  some  five  years 
ago ;  then  went  to  New  York.  Mrs.  Carr  is  now 
in  practice  here  as  a  bomcjeopathisL 


JEPTHA  RICHARI)  BOULWARE. 

JiPTHA  RiCHAKD  BOOLWAU,  a  distinguished 

physician  and  surgeon  of  Albany,  wa.s  born  in 
Franklin  County,  Kentucky.  His  parents,  whost 
ancestors  came  from  .Scotland,  were  both  natives 
of  Virginia.  His  faUier,  the  Rev.  Ttieodrick 
Boulware,  was  a  Baptist  clergyman,  well  known 
in  the  churches  of  his  denomination  in  Kentucky. 
Illinois  anil  Missouri.  He  was  an  earnest  and 
con>istant  Christian  and  a  devuted  pastor,  appre* 
dating  fully  the  dignity  of  his  office,  and  causing 


ii  to  be  res()ectcd  by  those  witii  whom  he 
ciated.   He  was  for  a  time  the  settled  pastor  of » 
church,  and  for  many  years  a  drcuit  preacher  in 

the  three  .States  mcntii >!u  tl  nbo\e.  |ierformin£r  the 
varied  duties  of  a  clergyman  with  a  lieany  willing- 
ne.-.s  and  an  intelligent  discretion  thai  savore*! 
rather  of  the  apostolic  age  than  of  the  nineteenth 
centaiy.  During  these  years  of  earnest  work,  he 
never  received — it  being  inconsistent  with  his 
principles  to  receive — a  single  cent  for  his  clerical 
labors,  lie  \v.l^  a  man  of  strong  and  uriniiml 
mind  and  an  earnest  character,  forcible  in  the  ex- 
pression of  his  ideas  and  fond  of  theological  con- 
troversy. He  led  a  life  of  almost  puritanic  sim- 
plicity, combining  religious  feivor  with  practical 
sagacity,  li  i\  ini;  .i  wise  care  for  the  thiii;_s  of  this 
world,  as  well  ;is  of  tlie  next.  He  accunuilated  a 
handsome  property,  and  died  at  the  advanced  age 
of  euhty-seven  year%  loved  and  respected  by  ail 
who  knew  him. 

Of  his  three  daugliters,  the  ekiest  inarrici]  Jr.seph 
llanslfrougli,  a  lioid  and  suetes^fiil  men  h.int  of 
luvlLpi iidence,  Miss<:)uri.  'I'lie  second  daughter 
was  not  married;  she  died  soon  after  arriving  at 
the  age  of  womanhood.  The  youngest  daughter 
married  Joseph  S.  Rogers,  a  wealthy  and  enter- 
prising farmer  and  stock-breeder  in  the  "blue- 
grass  region  "  of  Kentucky. 

Of  hi.s  six  sons,  three  were  entliusiastic  farmers 
who  earnestly  devoted  themsdvesto  agricnltnral 
poiBuits  and  stock  raising: 

The  second  son  became  a  physician,  practicing 
his  profession  in  New  Orleans,  L.i.  He  soon  ac- 
quired a  lucrative  practice,  but  ilied  while  a  com- 
paiativdy  young  man.  The  sixth  and  youngest 
son  is  a  distinguished  lawyer,  stiU  living  in  Mis- 
souri, noted  for  his  elocjuence  and  peisnasive 

power  with  a  jury. 

The  fourti)  son  [iinh.i  R.  Boulware,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  w  ho.  with  the  restless  spirit 
of  many  young  men,  left  his  comfortable  home 
and  the  easy  lim  of  a  echoed  boy,  and  wandered 
forth  without  any  very  definite  aim,  excepting  to 
sec  the  world  and  make  a  place  for  himself  in  it 
He  had  receive<i  a  Hlieral  education  so  far  a.s  the 
schools  of  his  neighborhood  alTorded,  besides 
careful  instruction  from  his  father.  For  a  boy  of 
his  years  he  was  intelligent  and  well  informed,  but 
he  soon  found  a  marked  difference  between  a  life 
in  a  home  of  plenty  ami  an  e\isten(  i-  dependent 
for  its  continuance  upon  his  own  labor.  Voung 
in  years  and  slight  in  form,  without  a  trade,  umn^d 
to  severe  labor,  be  bad  to  accept  such  various  em- 
(doyments  as  he  dumced  to  find  and  was  capable 
of  j>erforming. 

For  a  short  time  he  worked  as  a  farm  laborer, 
hut  ultimaielv  attended  the  Ruck  Spring  .Seminary, 
in  IlUnois,  and  soon  taught  scliool,  in  which  pur- 
suit he  was  so  successful  that  in  four  years  aAer 
leaving  his  father's  house  he  returned  to  it  in  a 
reasonably  prosperous  condition. 

After  remaining  home  a  year,  devoting  his  time 
to  study,  he  again  went  forth  and  resumed  the  oc- 
cupation of  a  school  teaciicr.  While  leaching,  he 
became  interested  in  phrenology,  and  carduUy 
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perused  the  works  of  Combe,  Spurzlicim  and  other 
writers  upon  that  subject.  His  interest  in  this 
science  led  him  to  a  thorough  study  of  the  anatom- 
ical structure  of  the  human  brain,  and  eventually 
led  to  his  becoming  a  physician.  Hioogfa  suc- 
cessful as  a  teacher,  he  again  returned  home,  at  the 
solicitation  of  his  father,  who  gave  him  "  a  farm 
and  hands,"  letting  him  take  his  choice  oiu  of  half 
a  dozen  fiurms.  He  then  married  and  settled 
down,  applTiny  bimseirto  agricultural  pursuits  tot 
a  few  years.  He  married  Miss  Sarah  J.  Kidd,  the 
eldest  daughter  of  Mrs.  Hannah  Kidd, at  Nashville, 
Washinijti in  County,  Illinois.  Seldom  has  wedded 
life  proved  more  satisfactory  than  in  this  instance. 
Dr.  Bottlware  has  often  said  that  the  success,  both 
Mofeanonal  and  6nancial,  which  he  attained  in  after 
fife,  was  doe  to  dte  patient,  inspiring  and  cheerful 
influence  whicli  he  received  from  his  wife.  She 
was  his  support  and  helpmeet  in  adversity  and  a 
patient,  loyal  companion  in  prosperity.  Their 
union  was  blessed  with  two  children,  Theodrick 
K.  Boulware  and  Hannah  J.  Bonlware.  Theodrick, 
on  completin?  his  p'eneral  education,  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Rufus  \V.  Peckham 
and  Lvm.^n  I  .'i-main,  both  eminent  l,iw\ers  of 
Albany.  The  former  was  for  many  years  one  of  the 
Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  afterward  a  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals. The  latter  declining  judicial  honors,  was 
Attoniev-(ieneral  of  the  State,  and  among  the  most 
distinguished  advocates  of  the  countn*.  Theodrick 
also,  studied  in  the  Albany  Law  School,  and  was 
admitted  to  practice  on  gnidaatifm,  after  examina- 
tion by  the  professors  hi  tfiat  iinlilation;  but,  de- 
clinint^:  to  enter  the  profession  in  diatway  only,  he 
presentetl  him?.elf  before  the  committee  appointed 
by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State,  and  after 
examination  was  admitted  to  practice.  He  was 
a  young  man  of  sterling  chancter,  modest  and 
.  -  unassuming.  His  mental  characteristics,  his  good 
habits  and  earnest  aj)plicatiun,  made  it  apparent 
that  he  would  distin'^uish  himself  in  his  chosen  prc>- 
fession.  But  soon  declining  health  made  it  evident 
that  his  own  and  his  parents'  hopes  were  to  be 
blighted.  He  accepted  the  inevitable  with  charac- 
teristic calmness,  and  after  lingering  a  few  years, 
died,  resiiecled  and  beloved  by  all. 

Hannah  married  John  A.  Richardson,  a  manu- 
facturer. Her  husband's  health  gcadnalljr  became 
impoifedf  a  rawlt  of  his  eaposoie  as  a  Union 
soldier  in  die  war  of  the  Rebellion,  as  well  as  by 
his  persistent  devotion  to  business,  .\ftcr  a  few 
years  he  retired  from  business,  and  has  since  re- 
sided most  of  the  time  at  the  Soatb,  seekiog  to 
regain  his  health. 

I>r.  Boulwan^  a  few  Tean  after  his  marriage, 
removed  to  Albany,  N.  Y.,  which  place  has  since 
been  his  home,  and  where  he  now  stands  in  the 
front  rank  of  the  medical  profession,  both  as  a 
physician  and  a  surgeon.  By  teaching  school  and 
by  working  at  various  mechanical  employments, 
in  which  he  was  successful,  although  he  never 
served  any  apprenticeship,  he  secured  sufficient 
funds  to  support  his  family  and  to  systematically 
pursue  the  study  of  medicine. 


'  He  was  graduated  from  the  Albany  Medical 
,  College  in  1859.  His  earnest  and  intelligent  in- 
terest in  medicine  secured  for  him,  early  in  his 
student  lif^  a  warm  friend  inProiessor  Howard 
Townsend,  M.  D.,  who  encouraged  him  by  per- 
sonal attention  and  advice,  ami  gave  him  free  ac- 
cess t'  l  his  large  professii m.il  iibrary,  of  which  great 
use  was  made  by  b.tn  Uj  his  nuiiifest  profit,  at  a 
time  when  his  pecuniary  cixcumslauces  did  not 
allow  him  to  purchase  iht  rarer  and  more  expen- 
sive medical  works.  During  two  winters  he  also 
pursued  the  practical  study  of  analytical  chemistry 
in  the  laboratof}-,  under  the  instruction  of  Pro- 
fessor Charles  H.  Porter,  M.  D.  The  late  Hon. 
William  Cassidy,  LL  D.,  was  another  distin- 
guished and  influential  friend  who  took  an  aL  ii\c 
interest  in  the  young  physician's  success,  and, 
upon  his  recomtneiulation.  Dr.  Bunhvare  was  ap- 
pointed to  several  medico-political  oUices,  that  not 
only  supjilied  him  witli  some  money,  but  also  gave 
him,  what  he  regarded  as  more  important  oppor- 
tunities for  increasing  his  professiofud  knowledge. 

For  several  years  in  his  student  and  early  pro- 
fessional life  Dr.  Koulware  was  in  charge  of  the 
Albany  ("ounty  Hospital  for  the  .Sick  and  Insane. 
He  made  its  great  chnical  resources  yield  him  a 
rich  harvest  of  positive  knowledge  by  the  thoroogh 
system  of  careful  observation  which  be  at  OBCe 
adopted  and  diligently  pursued. 

It  w.is  his  ciisli>ni  in  eaLh  ca-e  under  his  care  to 
write  down  the  diajjnosis,  with  a  minute  record  of 
all  the  symptoms  observed,  and  when  a  death  oc- 
curred he  made  a  careful  aalo|iqr»  compariqg  the 
pathological  conditions  with  hn  previous  notes. 
In  this  institution,  and  during  his  earlier  profes- 
sional life,  he  made  fur  liimself  and  others,  and  for 
\tfp\  purposes,  over  four  hundred  elaborate  posi- 
mortm  examinations,  and  carefniljr  dissected 
several  hundred  human  brains.  His  nnwearied 
attention  to  his  business,  his  s  igac  it}  and  common 
sense,  and  his  thorough  theoretical  and  practical 
knowledge  of  his  jirofession,  early  gained  him,  not 
only  a  largeand  lucrative  practice,  butalso  the  sin* 
cere  respect  sad  esteem  M  his  fellow  practitioiieES. 
He  soon  became  prominent  as  a  surgeon  as  well 
as  a  physician.  For  many  years  he  waS  the  sur- 
geon of  the  principal  hospitals  in  Albany,  and  was 
called  to  fill  other  positions  of  trust  and  honor. 
He  successfully  performed  many  capital  operations, 
such  as  excision  of  the  hipjoini  UUiotomy  and  the 
operation  for  atrangnlatea  n  He  sncoenfully 
treated  several  cases  of  femoral  and  popliteal  an- 
eurism by  ciimpression,  using  for  ihe  [nirpose  an 
ingenious  instrument  of  his  own  construction. 
Dr.  iioulware  has  veiy  fiequently  been  called 
upon  as  an  expert  in  medico-legal  cases.  His 
sound  surgic  d  and  medical  knowledge,  and  his 
practical  sagacity  and  tatt.  h.ive  alwavs  stiured 
from  the  most  unwillini^  ciuiiiscl  a  l.iir  ]irfsenta;:i  in 
of  his  views,  and  very  frequently  the  public  com- 
mendation of  the  presiding  judge,  for  tne  clearness, 
learning  and  skill  displayed  in  his  testimony.  He 
has  long  been  a  prominent  member  of  the  Medical 
Societj- >'f  the  {"'nuitv  .  .f  Albany,  and  has  held  most 
j  of  the  responsible  otlices  of  that  organization,  i%p- 
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home,  that  the  bear  \v<is  o 'mpcllcti  to  relinquish 
the  child.  At  that  time  the  family  lived  at  Fmnk- 
fort,  near  the  present  site  of  UtioL  Bean,  wolves 
and  other  wiU  animals  were  ttka^,  and  wolves 
bowled  aroand  the  doors  of  tne  settler's  cabin  till 
driven  away  with  firebrands  Al'  in  ?"iiwlcr  pur- 
sued the  tratles  of  clothier  and  stone  mason.  His 
wife  was  Miss  Olive  Lord,  whom  be  married  in 
i8ijk  sbe  having eminated  ftom  Saybrodt,  Conn., 
wMi  ner  iiidMr''s  fiuBlTf,  two  or  dme  years  cailier. 
Of  their  four  children,  Dr.  Ann «  Fowler  was  the 
eldest.  He  was  bom  in  the  town  of  Cohocton, 
StculH-n  (  "uunty,  N.  V.,  July  5,  1820.  tl is  father 
removetl  to  Kvans'  Mill.s,  Jefferson  County,  while 
AoMS  was  yet  an  infant,  and  thence  toFaycttevQH  • 
Onondaga  Coonty,  when  tlie  lad  was  seven  years 
old;  there  he  owned  and  operated  some  mills,  and 
a  factory  for  the  manufacture  nf  woolen  cir»ths,  till 
1836,  when  he  again  removed  to  a  farm  in  the 
town  of  Victory,  Cayuga  COvnty.  Young  Fowler 
was  educated  mainly  in  die  public  schools,  but 
was  also  a  student  at  the  academies  in  Fayeaieville 
and  Victory,  wnrkini;  nn  the  );irm  summers  and 
attending  school  winters,  Ixavin^  school,  he  be- 
came a  teacher,  teaching  two  winters  in  Wayne 
and  one  in  Cayuga  County.  While  thus  engamd 
be  began  reading  medicine  hi  die  oflice  or  Dr. 
RIanchard,  of  Victory.  I>ater  he  was  a  student  and 
assistant  of  Dr.  R<x>t's,  at  Memphis,  Onondapa 
Count}'.  He  entered  the  Geneva  Medical  Ci  lli  v^c, 
and  finished  his  prescribed  course  at  the  University 
of  the  City  of  New  York,  graduating  in  1846. 

TH,  Roiot  died  just  before  Dr.  Fowler's  gradua- 
tion. Already  well  established  in  the  confidence 
of  Dr.  Ri  b  it's  patrons,  he  returned  to  Mem- 
phis and  took  up  the  IX  ic  tor's  practice.  In 
1850  he  removed  to  Sand  Lake,  Rensselaer  Coon^, 
and  from  thence,  in  1854,  to  Albany,  localiqgon 
Second  street,  nearly  opposite  his  present  residence 
and  office,  ."^ince  Cutning  to  Albany,  a.-<  before, 
Dr.  Fowler  lias  enjoyed  an  extensive  practice. 
His  standinj^'  in  his  profession  is  high,  and  he  has 
served  the  Medical  Society  of  Albany  County  as  its 
vic&i>resident  and  its  dewflptte  to  the  Stale  Medioil 
Society.  Dr.  Fowler  was  married,  August  30,  1850, 
to  Miss  Caroline  M.  Harri><,  daughter  of  Nicholas 
Brown  Harris,  M.  I).,  uf  Sand  Lake,  Rensselaer 
County,  who  bore  him  four  children,  two  of  whom 
died  in  infiuicy.  She  died,  April  3,  1880,  at  Savan- 
nah, Ga.,  while  retatniitg  with  her  husband  from  a 
journey  in  the  South.  Their  son.  Warren  Hamilton 
Fowler,  studied  nicdieine  at  the  University  of  the 
City  of  New  York,  graduated  from  Jefferson  Medical 
College,  Philadelphia,  and  is  now  practicing  bis 
profiesnon  in  Albany. 

Their  daughter,  Caroihie  I.  Fowler,  IS  a  mem- 
ber of  her  father's  liou?«hold.  ]ulv  25,  1R82,  Dr. 
Fowler  married  hi.-  present  wife,  Mrs.  Marv  Poole, 
a  native,  and,  for  must  of  lier  life,  a  resident  of  Al- 
bany. Though  not  active  in  politics,  the  Doctor 
has  pconounced  views  on  public  questions  and  is 
an  adherent  of  the  Republican  party.  He  was  reared 
within  the  pale  of  the  Methodist  Kpiscopal  Church, 
but  for  some  years  lias  been  a  member  of  the 
Fourth  Presbyterian  Church  of  Albany. 


JOSEPH  N.  NORTHROP,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Joseph  Norjian  Northxop  was  bom  at  Decft> 
tor,  Otsego  County,  New  Yoilc,  in  1 817,  and  was 
in  the  sixty-first  year  of  his  sge  at  the  tune  of  his 

death,  which  occurred  September  1 7,  1878.  He  was 
a  son  of  Abner  Northrop  and  J erusha  Gibbs,  both 
of  whom  were  natives  of  Connecticut  He  had 
two  brothers  and  two  sistei^  only  one  of  whom, 
the  youngest  brother,  survives  him.  His  father  was 
a  farmer,  and  the  early  part  of  the  life  f>f  Dr.  North- 
rop was  s|)ent  at  homo  u{K>n  the  farm.  The  f mnda- 
tion  of  his  education  was  obtained  in  tlie  eomtnon 
school.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  he  went  to  the 
Oneida  Institute^  a  manual  labor  school,  where  be 
spent  three  years.  I^eaving  school,  he  came 
to  Albany,  where,  after  passing  a  year  as  a 
clerk  in  a  drug  store,  he  entered  the  1  .iTice  and 
family  of  Dr.  Samuel  Shaw,  and  began  the  stutly  <)f 
medicine.  When  about  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
entered  the  Vermont  Academy  of  Medicine  giad- 
tiating  in  1839.  His  diploma  was  signed  by  Dr. 
William  Tully,  T'rofess.  ir  of  Theory  and  Practice 
and  Materia  .Medica;  1  heodore  Woodward,  Pro- 
fes.sor  of  Surger)'  and  Obstetrics;  James  H.  Armsby, 
Professor  of  Anatomy  and  Physiology;  and  John 
De  WolC  Profemor  of  Cbemittry  and  Natural  His- 


tory. He  had  a  gnat  admiration  for  Dr.  Tully, 
whose  name  and  sa3nng8  were  frequently  on  his  hps 
in  later  years.  After  ^jraduatiiig,  he  attended  a 
course  of  medical  lectures  at  the  Transylvania 
University,  at  Louisville,  Ky.,  defraying  his  expen- 
ses by  conducting  a  writing  school  and  by  a  little 
practice  among  Northern  j>eople  residents  there. 

He  twgan  his  pr.  ifessional  work  .a.<  a  salaried 
physician  upon  a  plantation  of  about  six  hundred 
negroes,  in  Miasiasippi,  being  the  onlyiMdical  man 
within  twenty  mites.  He  staid  there  a  Tear  and  a 
half,  taking  the  yellow  fever,  from  which  he  nar- 
rowly escaped  with  his  life.  This  net  cssitatcd  his 
removal  north.  After  spending  a  ye.ir  in  Albany, 
he  returned  to  his  native  place,  where  he  practiced 
his  profession  for  twenty  years.  In  1840  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Maty  Jane  Lansing,  die  only  daughter  of 
Col.  Robert  C  Lansing,  of  I>ecatur.  His  practice 
there  was  large,  embracing  long  rides  into  the  ad- 
joinin^j  eountics  of  Delaware  and  Schoharie.  He 
held  for  some  time  the  office  of  division  Surgeon  of 
Militia,  Gen,  Burnside  being  di^-ision  General.  The 
only  civil  office  that  he  filled  outside  of  hk  p^pfes- 
sion  was  that  of  supervisor,  which  he  held  Wt  two 
\  ears.  He  was  elected  deles^ate  to  the  State  Medi- 
cal .'Nxicty  from  Otsego  Count),  and  became  a 
permanent  member  of  the  society  in  iH6l»  lb 
1859  he  returned  to  Albany  and  entered  upon  a 
general  practice  there,  which  became  extensive  and 
lucrative.  He  joined  the  Albany  County  Medical 
.Society  in  i860,  and  held  for  several  terms  the 
office  of  censor,  and  was  elected  president  in  1876. 

His  death,  which  occtirred  nearly  twenty  vesrs 
aAsr  he  came  to  Albany  to  reside,  was  aisramgly 
sudden  in  its  circumstances,  taking  place  upon  the 
anniversar)'  of  his  wedding-day.  Preparations  hav- 
ing been  made  fi  ir  the  customary  celebration  of 
this  anniversary,  he  went  early  in  the  evening  to 
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make  a  professional  call  a  few  blocks  away.  In- 
■tead  of  sending  for  his  carriage,  as  he  usualljr  did, 
even  when  going  but  a  short  distance,  he  walked. 

He  W  IS  irvxililcil  with  dyspncea  on  exertion,  due 
ti)  an  allcclion  of  the  heart.  He  saw  his  patient, 
and,  while  preparing  medicine  in  an  a<lj' limn^' 
room,  be  suddenly  gasped  for  breath,  feU  from  bis 
duir,  and  in  a  few  minatea  died. 

This  is  a  brief  sketch  fif  the  life  of  Dr.  ynrthf  ij). 
which  covered  furl}  years  of  professional  w  ork,  and 
endeil  m  the  midst  of  his  greatest  usefulnev-.  while 
he  was  fully  entering  into  all  that  went  to  makeup 
Hfe  fin-  him.  He  passed  away  at  the  foil  tide;  he  had 
not  started  on  the  doVn-hill  side  of  life.  There 
are  not  many  lives  that  are  marke<l  with  great  in- 
cidents ;  nevertheless,  this  outline  of  lii>  career 
brings  out  a  fact  which  has  in  it  much  to  admire, 
that,  starting  in  the  world  with  nothing^lw  gained, 
by  his  own  unaided  efforts,  education,  a  worthy 
place  hi  an  honorabfe  prolMsion,  a  competence, 
and  the  high  esteem  of  his  associates  an^i  t'lli..', 
citizens.  In  character,  he  was  a  genial,  open-heart- 
ed man,  whom  many  knew  well  and  WMSe  loss  is 
sincerely  lamented.  While  his  life  was  unmarked 
by  great  events,  It  was  always  attended  with  de- 
votion todu^,  to  his  profession  and  to  his  fellow 
men.  His  grave  does  not  inclose  the  memory  of 
these  virtues,  nor  limit  the  worthiness  of  his  ex- 
ample. Two  years  before  his  death  be  became  a 
member  of  die  First  Reformed  Chnidi  of  Albany. 

JOHN  B.  R()SSM.\N,  M.  D. 

Dr.  John  Buskirk  Rossm ax  was  born,  .September 
27,  1806,  in  Johnstown,  Columbia  County,  N.  Y. 
He  was  the  seventh  child  of  a  family  of  sixteen 
children.    Pouiteen  grew  to  matnrity.    Pour  of 

the  sons  were  physicians.  His  fither.  John  J. 
kossman,  was  a  worth)  man,  much  respected  in 
the  community  in  which  he  lived.  He  wasciectsd 
sheriff  uf  Columbia  CounQr  for  two  or  three  con- 
secutive terma  Wilha  fimdyso  laigeand  fiicilities 
for  education  so  fimited,  Mr.  Rossman  was  not 
able  to  give  his  children  a  liberal  eilucalion,  yet  lie 
iliem  ilu-  best  that  could  be  obtained  in  the 
stht)ol-.  in  his  vicinity.  John  not  only  attended 
the  district  school,  but  was  sent  lo  a  neighboring 
academy,  whne  lie  made  proficiency  in  the  higher 
English  branches.  He  is  represented  as  having 
been  a  lad  of  excellent  nn>rals  and  of  studious 
habits.  In  order  to  be  aiile  to  continue  his  studies 
and  to  fix  more  permanently  his  elementary  educa- 
tion, be  taught  a  district  school  several  winteni 
He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  T. 
Broadhead,  of  Clermont.  We  next  hear  of  him  in 
the  law  office  of  Mr.  Killian  Miller,  of  Hudson, 
lie  remained  there  only  a  short  time,  the  law  not 
being  congenial  with  bis  tastes.  He  then  resumed 
the  study  of  medicine  with  Dr.  McGelland.  FVom 
this  office  he  went  to  Hudson,  in  the  office  of 
Dr.  Samoel  White.  He  attended  medical  lectures 
at  Fairfielil,  Herkimer  County.  .\  V.,  and  received 
bis  decree  there  in  1829.  .\ Iter  graduation  he  re- 
tnrned  t<.>  Johnstown,  his  native  town,  and  com- 
menced the  practice  of  his  profeasioo.  Altboi^ 


young,  he  was  eameM;  and  attended  doady  to  busi- 
nesa.  His  cental  mnaner  and  ajmpailielic  natue 
Mon  made  mm  popular.  His  repntation  iacKaaed, 

and  the  young  physician  \v.5s  railed  to  longer  diSK 
tances  and  to  families  of  greater  intelligence. 
Previous  to  this  Mr.  John  Richmond,  an  English 
gentleman,  had  purchased  fipom  Mr.  Livingston, 
while  in'London,  the  tract  of  land  called  livings 
ston  Manor.  Mr.  Richmond  had  taken  possession 
j  ot  his  jiiirchased  i)roi)ert},  ami  to  his  house  Dr. 
Rossman  was  called.  Here  it  was  that  the  Doctor 
first  met  bis  future  wife,  Mi.ss  Klizabetli  Mary  Eair- 
bank,  the  granddaughter  of  Mr.  Richmond,  and 
the  great-granddanghter  of  the  ICarl  of  Preston. 
About  two  years  after  his  marriage  Dr.  Rossman 
moved  to  Rielimi •m.lville,  Schoiiarie  County.  He 
remainetl  there  about  eight  years,  when  he  came  to 
Albany.  City  life  is  always  attracti>'e  to  a  country 
practitioner,  and  almost  as  often  as  the  change  ia 
made  there  is  aerious  disappointment  Bat  wMi 
Dr.  Rossman  it  was  different  Practice  came 
slowly,  but  patient  waiting  antl  prompt  attention 
to  every  call  secured  business.  A  few  years  found 
him  in  the  midst  of  a  lucrative  practice.  In  1837 
he  was  made  a  member  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  Cteuty  of  Albany,  of  which  he  waa  treasnnr  fai 
1849  and  1850. 

lie  enjoved  a  reunion  with  Dr.  Thomas  Hun 
and  Dr.  Charles  Devol  to  celebrate  their  semi- 
centennial in  practice,  given  by  tlie  County 
Medical  Society.  He  was  elected  alderman  from 
his  ward  about  1856,  which  office  he  filled  irtth 
crc-dit  to  himself  and  satisfaction  to  his  con- 
stitutents.  Dr.  Rossman  was  a  kind  and  affection- 
ate husband,  an  indulgent  and  attentive  father, 
and  a  true  and  steadfast  ftiend.  Hisixculiariika 
were  the  eccentndties  of  his  head,  and  not  of  his 
heart.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Man'  Eairbank,  died 
July  ay,  1868.  Shehad  eight  children — four  sons 
and  four  daughters.  Three  s«>ns  and  two  daurii- 
ten  are  atill  living.  In  1869  he  manied  Miaa 
Rdieeca  P.  McCardiy.    By  this  union  he  had  one 

son  and  two  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living. 
S«M)n  after  he  located  in  Albany  Dr.  Rossman 
united  with  the  Middle  Dutch  Church,  and  led  the 
life  of  a  consistent  and  devoted  Cbhstiao.  His 
laat  few  yean  gave  decided  evidence  of  increasing 
age.  He  continued  to  grow  more  and  more 
feeble  until  December  23,  1883,  when  he  peace- 
:  fully  and  hopefully  passed  away  lo  receive  ne  re- 
wards of  a  life  well  spent. 

HON.  JOHN  SWINBURNE,  M.D. 

John  Swinbi  rnf.  was  bom  to  Peter  and  Artctneain 
Swinburne,  at  their  homestead  cm  the  Black  River, 
Lewis  County,  May  30,  1820.  His&ther,  anative  of 
Ireland,  was  a  farmer  and  also  hugely  engaged  in 
busfaiesa,  He  died  while  Dr.  Swinburne  waa  a  mere 
child,  and  the  latter's  early  years  were  spent  under 
the  care  of  his  mother,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  and 
a  woman  of  rare  mental  activity  and  great  force  of 
character,  who,  alter  the  deatli  uf  her  husband,  took 
entire  chai-ge  of  the  fiunily;  and  to  her  careful 
training  die  doctor  sKribea  much  of  his  snocem  in 
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life.  His  early  education  was  gained  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  the  neightkirhood  and  in  ilie 
academies  of  Lowville  and  ])<tiiu.trk,  in  Lewis 
Coanty,  and  that  <tf  Fairfield,  in  Ueikimer  County. 
Having  passed  b»  enrly  jtm  at  his  birthplace,  at 
ttmes  teaLliirii:  schi"'!,  at  the  age  of  twenty -one  lie 
determined  u[»)n  ihe  study  of  medicine  for  his  pro- 
ft*ssion,  and  bLg.iii  reading  at  twenty-three,  when 
be  entered  the  Aibany  Medical  QoU^,  roistering 
at  a  atodent  in  the  office  cf  the  late  Dr.  James 

H.  Armsby,  of  Albany.  Graduatinj?  in  1840  with 
the  degree  of  Doctor  in  Medicine,  Dr.  .'Swinburne 
determined  to  in.ike  Alban\  his  home,  and  uf)cned 
an  office  for  the  practice  of  his  profession.  In  1847 
he  vas  appointed  Demonstrator  of  Anatomy  in  the 
Albaaj  Medical  Coll^,  and  continued  to  teach 
that  Drancb  of  medicine  for  several  years.  In  1 85 1 
he  rccci\ed  fii-t  jmli'iic  appointnu-nt,  l)eing 
made  an  almshouiM:  physician  at  a  lime  when  what 
waaknown  as '  "ship  fever"  was  raging  as  an  cpidcm  ic, 
tieathig  during  his  term  of  office  over  eight  bandied 
caaoL  and  finally  falling  a  victim  to  the  diseaae 
himaelC 

From  this  time  up  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  Re- 
bellion the  Doctor  devoted  his  time  to  his  private 

Eractice,  wliich  was  constantly  cnlaiging.  In  1861 
e  was  again  caUed  npon  to  give  his  aervlcet  to  the 

public,  and  was  put  in  charge  of  the  sick  at  the  re- 
cruiting depot  in  Albany,  ^er\  ing  as  cliief  medical 
officer  on  the  stafl'  <>f  (  leu.  John  Rathbone. 
Until  the  spring  of  1S62  he  remained  at  this  post, 

I,  470  aick  passing  under  bis  care,  out  oS  whidt 
laifB  Bumber  only  twelve  died.  April  7,  1863, 
Dr.  Swinbame  was  appointed  one  of  the  auxiliary 
corps  of  volunteer  surgeons  who  went  from  the 
Slate  of  New  York  to  the  war,  serving  without  pay. 
He  proceeded  to  Fortress  Monroe  and  shortly 
after  bis  arrival  received  orders  to  report  for  daty 
to  Dr.  Tripler,  Medical  Dh«ctor  of  die  Anny  of 
the  Potomac;  In  company  with  Drs.  Willard, 
Coggswell  and  Lansing,  of  .\lbany,  he  set  out  for 
the  White  Hovse^  ^  head  of  navigation  on  the 
Pamunkey  River,  where  Dr.  Tripler  had  bis  head- 
qnartert,  readdng  there  May  18.  The  eatoUiab- 
ment  of  a  hospital  at  this  place,  to  which  the 
wounded  could  be  sent  timn  the  front,  being  de- 
cided u[)on,  Dr.  Swinburne  and  his  t.ompaniuns 
were  requested  to  found  the  same.  After  render- 
ing valuable  services  at  this  station,  the  Doctor, 
cariv  in  June,  returned  to  Albany,  and  on  the  1 2th 
of  uiat  month  (1862)  received  a  commission  from 
Gov.  Morgan,  as  Medical  Supcrinten  li  :ii  i  l  the  New 
York  State  wounded  soldiers,  and  was  sent  to  Wash- 
ington with  a  letter  from  the  Governor  to  the  Secre- 
tary of  War.  Upon  the  Secielaiy'sindoiaement,Sur- 
giMa'<3eneial  Hammond  entered  into  a  contract 
with  Dr.  .Swinburne  for  "medical  and  surgical 
services  to  be  rendered  with  the  Army  of  the  Poto- 
mac, "  and  the  Doctor  accordingly  again  reporteti 
to  Medical  Director  Tripler.  In  section  o,  Special 
Orden«/At  War  Department,  appeaia  the  following: 

"Acting  AssUlant  Surgeon  John  SwinlMmw  will  rt|;<iii 
to  Surgeon  J.  J.  Milhau,  U.  S.  A„  Medical  Director,'!  hirJ 
Araqr  Corps,  lorfpccwj  <lu!y  M  Sava^^'t  's  Station. 

"  By  cofDoiand,  Majur.Ukn.  McClkujui." 


ihis  Drder  the  Doctor  immediately  complied, 
receiving  further  orders  to  establish  a  general  hos- 
pital at  Savage's  Station,  Virginia,  of  mich  be  was 
to  take  chane^  with  inauractiona  to  make  letiai- 
sitions  for  the  necessary  materials  and  stores. 
\^';th  his  accustomed  eneri,'y,  the  Di  i.tf  r  m  t  about 
the  work  },'iven  him  to  do,  i)ut  unforeseen  (iilfK  al- 
lies an  ISC,  greatly  liekiying  the  construction  of  ihe 
hospiuL  On  the  j6tli  of  June  when  the  hospital 
was  not  more  than  half  picpand,  owing  to  die  non- 
fulfillment of  his  requisitions,  wounded  men  began 
to  be  brought  in  in  large  numbers,  and  the  Doc- 
tor  s  siir^'ical  lalnjrs  Itegan.  On  the  28th  he  was 
informed  by  Dr.  Tripler  that  it  would  be  necessary 
for  hfaa  to  remain  at  the  hospital,  the  anny  being 
about  to  change  its  base  of  operations,  which 
would  put  the  enemy  in  possession  of  Savage's  Sta- 
titin  in  a  few  hours,  at  the  same  tinu-  Li;i\iiii.;  him  a 
letter  from  Gen.  McClellan  to  the  Commander  of 
the  Confederate  forces  explaining  his  (the  Doc- 
tor's) position.  Alter  the  action  of  Sunday  evening, 
the  29th,  the  hospiul,  with  all  it  contained,  wasa 
the  hands  of  the  Confederate^.  From  ihis  time  up 
to  the  26lh  of  July  Dr.  Swinburne  remained  with 
his  charge,  struggling  with  his  assistants  through 
increasijj^g  hardships  and  privations,  day  by  day 
havhif  1m8  of  the  necesaanea  for  the  proper  man> 
agement  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  buying  food  for 
the  hospital  with  his  own  funds,  until  at  last,  after 
repe.iteii  conimiinic.itions  with  the  authorities  in 
Richmond,  on  the  2f'di  of  July  orders  came  allow- 
ing the  removal  of  the  sick  and  wounded,  with 
their  attendant^  to  City  Point  Reaching  the 
latter  place  on  the  27111,'  the  Doctor  turned  over 
his  command  to  the  prc^per  officers  and  returned 
to  Albany  on  sick  leave,  suffering  from  a  chronic 
dyscnteiy  bfonght  on  by  expoante  and  improper 
food. 

In  the  winter  of  1861-65  h«  ■"d  Dr.  WHIard 

were  appninted  by  the  State  Medical  Society  a  ci  .m- 
mittee  to  confer  witii  the  Legislature  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  further  relief  of  the  wounded,  the  result 
of  such  conlSuence  being  the  unanimous  passage 
of  a  bill  granting  |sao,ooo,  to  be  applied  to  me  care 
of  the  sick  and  wounded  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  the  Doctor  was  once  more  sent  to  the  front. 
Returning  again  in  1864,  he  was  appr»inted  by  (  .\. 
Seymour  (Democrat)  Health  Officer  of  the  Tort 
of  New  Yodc,  and  had  the  satisfaction  of  having  his 
nominalioo  wunjinoualy  confinned  by  a  &q>abli- 
can  Senate.  At  diat  time  the  proviaiooa  for  a  qnar- 
amine  station  were  very  inadequate,  and  the  Legis- 
lature, acting  upon  the  suggestions  of  the  Doctor, 
began  the  construction  of  the  two  artiikial  islands 
in  the  lower  bay  now  used  for  that  purpoae;  The 
idea  of  building  an  island  in  fifteen  ftwt  of  water, 

exposed  to  the  force  of  storms  and  tides  from  J.r-'o 
miles  of  tlie  Aihiiuic  Ocean  beating  against  ii,  was 
deemed  almost  impassible,  but  the  Doctor  demon- 
strated it  could  be  done,  and  to  his  energy  and 
perseverance  New  York  is  indebted  for  one  of  the 
best  planned  quarantine  stations  in  the  world. 

.  In  recognition  of  this  distinguished  service,  the 
Legislature,  by  an  act,  named  the  first  of  the  two 

1  islands   thus  constructed    "  Swinburne  Island 
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Hospital. "  Up  to  1870  Dc  Swinburne  remained  at 
qmimtine ;  lie  then  mat  dmed  with  bis  fiunilj, 
being  desnODB  of  rest  snd  recrefttion.  Bnt  be  iras 

not  a  man  who  conld  "take  his  ease  at  his  inn.  " 
The  Franco-Prussian  war  having  broken  out,  Dr. 
Swinburne,  being  in  London,  on  September  4, 1870, 
lecetved  tn  earnest  request  from  Minister  Wasti- 
bume  sod  the  American  Sanitary  Commission  to 

come  to  Paris  an<!  tako  ( liiirt^e  of  the  American  Am- 
bulance in  tiial  cit\.  Laying  aside  his  persona! 
comfort,  he  acceded  to  the  request,  and  lost  no 
time  in  reaching  Paris.  There  he  remained  as 
Suigeon-in-Chief  of  the  American  Ambulance  un- 
til March,  1871,  leaving  as  tlie  Commune  was 
coming  into  power.  How  highly  his  labors  were 
appreciated  by  the  American  International  San- 
itary Commiilce  we  will  leave  Dr.  Thomas  Evans, 
President  of  the  Committee,  to  state.  In  his  report 
of  iJie  doings  of  the  American  Ambnlahoe,  the 
disdngnlshea  physician  says  : 

"In  securing  the  ^^-iv  i<  ci  of  Dr.  Ii>!iii  Swi:il'urni-  as  Sur- 
gc<)n-ui-("liicf  of  tlie  AiiibulaiKe,  tlif  ccniin>it;i-r  uu--  piitlic- 
tilarly  fortunate.  Dr.  Swinburne  was  a  sur^'coii  par  f.xiei. 
Iftut.  He  had  had  an  extensive  5in>trs-..tonal  cx[x.ricnce, 
and  had  obtained  a  justly  acqiuroi  .uxl  widely  kmmn  home 
reputalioi).  Thoroughly  acquainted  with  military  medicine 
and  the  coMtilntion  and  management  of  army  hospital*,  an 
•vaeit  advocate  of  ooatervativc  lurgery.wi  enuiouau  even  ai 
tSBSWisths  UHisisialiia  twafcat  of oampound-fractufe*,  a 
■Irat&il  operator  wbtoerer  operations  were  required,  he  pos- 
leased  •  rare  and  highly  valuable  quahty— a  knowledge  ot  the 
way  how  10  deal  with  men  ;  in  a  word,  he  knew  how  to  mao- 
•{eboth  his  paticnt»and  liis  as:ii^tants;  and  not  infreqaently 
was  he  called  upon  to  exercise  this  special  knowledge. 
Aaocialed,  as  he  was  constantly,  with  a  body  of  forty  or 
fifty  persons,  all  volnntcers,  holding  u  certain  social  posi- 
tion, uncontrolled  by  the  restraints  of  a  military  discipline, 
aU  naturally  ambitious  to  excel,  and  [x-rlia{>s  ucLasKuially 
even  over -jealous  of  the  surcc-.s  of  tiu  it  ielln«v.  1  loctor 
Swinburne  knew  how  to  dirett  Hk  se  Lnri\;tti>  clcuicnls, 
obtain  troni  them  the  larcest  amount  ot  laLxir,  and  maintain 
in  every  department  of  his  service  his  own  per'-onal  .as- 
cendancy."- (Sec  "  Sanitary  Aitotiatims  During  the  Fran- 
c».Gtrmam  War,"  Vol.  1,  1S70-71.) 

In  recognition  of  his  service^  Dr.  Swinburne 
had  the  rate  cHstinctiou  conferred  upon  him  by  the 

French  (lovernment  of  being  maile  a  Ktiii,'ht  of 
the  Legion  of  Honor,  .il-.o  receiving  the  Red  Cross 
of  Geneva.  Having;  fmished  his  labors  in  the  Am- 
bulance, he  resumed  his  travels,  spending  his  time 
in  different  parfs  of  Europe  until  the  &lT  of  1871, 
when  be  returned  to  his  home  in  Albany. 

A  predominant  feature  of  Dr.  Swinburne's  prac- 
tice lias  been  conservative  surgery,  es{)eciaUv  in 
tlie  treatment  of  fractures.  Shortly  after  graduating 
in  medicine  be  directed  his  attention  to  treathlg 
ficaotures  upon  other  principles  dian  those  in  vopte 
at  that  date,  and  in  1848  he  discarded  the  use  of 
such  splints,  bandages  and  apparatn-;  as  wcro  gen- 
erally enipioyed,  relying  upon  extension  alone  to 
accomplish  the  sought-for  result.  Such  a  depar- 
ture was  a  bold  procedure,  and  after  having  iuUv 
tealed  and  proved  his  method  of  treatment,  in  both 
private  and  hospital  practice,  in  iS59hc  published 
m  the  Transactions  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
New  York  of  that  year  an  article  on  the  tre.it- 
ment  of  these  injuries  by  extension.  During  this 
jrear  he  also  reported  a  case  of  death  by  the  entrance 
of  air  into  the  uterine  sinussa  (caused  by  an  abor- 


tionist), at  which  time  it  was  said  and  believed  to 
be  ahsoat  the  oohr  case  of  the  kind  on  record.— 
(nSail^ku  MtJSetiaiid  SurgiaU  Reporter,  1839.) 
In  1 86 1  appeared  another  paper  on  the  treatment 
of  fractures  b)  simple  extension  and  counter-exten- 
sion.— {Transac/ions  0/  the  Medical  Society  0/  the 
SkU*  tj^  New  For/if  1S61.)  In  the  next  year  a  re- 
view of  the  case  the  People  against  Rev.  Henry 
Budge,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  his  wife,  tricti  at 
Oneida,  N.  V.,  in  August  and  September,  1861,  in 
which  Dr.  Swinburne  forcibly  cr:tiLi\L-Li  ilie  medical 
te.stimony  of  the  defense,  and  combatted  the  ground 
assumed  by  them  by  numerous  Experiments. — 
{TVaHsaclions  0/  the  Medical  Sociefy  o/the  Slaie  0/ 
New  Fori,  j8o2.)  In  the  same  year  he  also  pub- 
1  lished  in  the  Medical  and  Surgiral Reporter  of  Phila- 
delphia a  synopsis  of  the  trial  of  Hcndrickson,  who 
poisoned  his  wife  by  the  administration  of  aconite. 
This  trial  also  caused  much  discussioa  in  the  medical 
world,  and  although  the  Doctor  was  severely  handled 
by  other  ifc-sii  >nal  men  for  his  views  as  expressed 
when  on  llie  witness  stand,  he  proved  his  position  to 
h.ave  been  perfectly  correct.  In  1863  he  published 
bis  report  to  Suis«on-Geneml  HammooiC  with  his 
experiences  in  thePeninsular  campaign, "  Resection 
of  Joints  and  Conservative  Surgery. " — ( Transactions 
0/  the  Medical  Society  of  the  Stale  of  New  York, 
lS6j.)  In  1864  two  more  pajiurs  in  the  same 
journal,  one  upon  "  Compound  Comminuted  Gun- 
shot Fractures  ot  the  Thigh  ;  the  .Means  for  their 
Transportation  and  Treatment and  the  other  the 
"Report  of  the  Committees  appointed  by  the 
j  Society  to  Confer  with  the  Ciovernor  and  Ixgisla- 
I  ture  relative  to  the  Additional  Relief  of  the  Sick 
and  Wounded  Soidleia  from  the  .State  of  New  York." 
rhe  Doctor  also  mopoaed  and  advocated  for  the 
transportation  of  those  suffiering  from  fifactates  of 

the  leg  or  thigh  a  stii  tcher  so  arranged  that  exten- 
sion and  counter-exiensmn  could  be  maintained 
without  pain  or  discomfort  to  the  patient,  or  any 
material  alteration  of  the  stretcher. — (Lesscms  in 
Hygiene  and  Surgery,  by  Dr.  Goiden,  C.  Bl ; 
Transactions  of  the  Medical  Son'tiv  0/  the  State  of 
NewYork,  1S64.)  He  also  strongly  advocated  the 
resection  of  shoulder  joints  instead  of  amj)utatiun, 
and  many  are  the  grateful  letters  he  has  since  re* 
ceived  from  those  whose  limbs  he  saved  to  diein. 

In  1863  Dr.  Swinburne  was  elected  a  permanent 
member  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
New  \''jrk.    In  November,  1872,  lie  was  chosen 

f resident  of  llie  Medical  Society  of  Albany  County, 
n  1876  he  was  chosen  Professor  of  Fractures  and 
Dialocaiaons  and  Clinical  Stugery  in  the  Albany 
Medical  College.  He  was  one  of  the  four  su  rgeons 
to  the  Albany  Hospital  from  its  foundation  up  to 
1864  ;  also  consulting  surgeon  to  St  Peter's 
Hospital,  and  for  a  number  of  years  has  been 
surgeon-in-chief  of  the  Homoeopathic  and  Child's 
HospitalsL  In  1879  he  Mtablished  in  die  of 
Albany  a  DispenaaiT  for  tte  treatment  of  all  man- 
ner of  diseases  and  mtctures.  This  Dispensarj-  was 
established  on  a  humanitarian  basis,  where  the 
sick,  maimed  and  lame  were  invited  to  come  and 
be  made  whole,  without  money  and  without  price. 
From  its  foandation  the  Doctor  has  himsdf  had  a 
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aeneral  supcrvisiun  uf  all  that  was  going  on,  and 
Bad  as  assisunis  a  coqpa  of  saigeoQS  trained  ooder 
his  own  tuition  in  ooMenath*  MUgcfy.  In  ad- 
dition to  his  large  private  piactke  nearly  60,000 
j^Kople  have  been  treated  at  tfie  dispensary  up  to 
the  tloseoi  l  ist  year,  at  lost  25,000  of  these  being 
surgical  cases.  For  the  year  1884  the  register  gives 
tbe  namberof  new  cases  treated  as  7, 502,  of  whidi 
4*340  medicil  CMes  and  the  remaining  3, 1 56 
Aigical.  During  the  year  250  fractnres  were 
treated,  17S  of  wlrth  were  of  tin-  upper  extremities 
and  tlic  remainder  uf  the  lower  limbs.  In  the 
treatment  there  has  not  occurred  one  poor  molt, 
a  record  anequakd  by  any  inititation  in  the  aanalt 
of  aorgcry.  During  this  period  not  an  ampatation 
of  any  nature  has  l>een  performed,  the  Doctor 
maintaining  tliat  tiie  too  frecjuently  indul>;eii  in  u.se 
ol  the  anipiit.itiiig  knile  is  barbarism.  His  con- 
servative duclrine  is  to  save  the  limb  and  lielp 
aMifein  tlie  wofffc  of  coring.  Hebaspaid  oat  of 
lua  prit'ate  funds  upward  of  $5,000  per  annum  to 
carry  on  his  dispenjcir)'  since  its  foundation,  and 
now  proposes,  if  the  Slate  will  not  do  no,  i<i  ii  uinl 
a  dis})ensar)'  in  addition  to  the  one  he  now  runs 
for  the  care  and  treatment  adniivefy  of  injnretl 
railroad  men. 

His  career  in  public  life  lias  been  almost  as 
marked  as  that  of  his  professional. 

In  1882,  the  citizens  of  Alliany,  irrespective  of 
party,  organized  to  effect  a  reform  in  tbe  municipal 
affiuia  of  tbe  city,  and  after  mucb  penuaaion  in- 
daced  the  Doctor  to  mn  as  the  People^s  candidate 
for  the  mayoralty.  The  election  was  a  bitterly 
contested  one  on  the  part  of  the  ring,  who 
desired  to  retain  jxjwer,  and  on  the  part  of  the  citi- 
zens, who  demanded  a  reform.  %  a  manipulation 
of  ballots  the  voice  of  the  people  was  fhntrated  and 
his  opponent  inducted  into  the  office.  The  frauds, 
however,  were  too  glaring,  and  at  a  public  meeting 
the  evening  after  the  rc-ults  were  ami  min  ed  the 
people  there  convened  decided  to  commence  legal 
action  lo  set  aside  the  iledaiatioo  and  award  oie 
office  to  Dr,  SwinbWRMi  After  neariy  a  year  and 
a  half  of  maneuvering  in  court  by  the  incumbent's 
counsi.l.  in  takiiiu;' .idi.  ant  ii^^e  ■  if  the  law's  delavs,  the 
case  was  finally  set  for  a  definite  day  for  trial.  As 
soiDn  as  this  judicial  order  was  made,  the  incum- 
'  bent,  Micbad  N.  Nobn,  rei^fBed  the  office^  and  Dr. 
Swinburne  by  order  of  tbe  court,  took  posseasion. 
In  the  spring  <  )f  i  .''?4,  he  was  again  nominated  by 
the  citizens  and  indorsed  by  tiie  Republicans,  but 
was  again  counted  out  by  a  small  majority.  Suflfer- 
ingat  the  time  from  blood  poisoning,  havii^  been 
infected  while  petibming  an  operMioa,  he  ooald 
not  and  would  not  consent  to  a  contest  for  the 
office  in  the  courts,  although  his  friends  were  satis- 
fied ttiey  could  prove  a  large  majority  in  his  favor, 
and  went  west  fur  his  health.  Returning  home 
wiA  Ma  powers  recu()crated  and  Us  v%or  restored, 
he  was  greeted  with  a  reception  unequaled  in 
previous  days,  the  streets  being  figuratively  a  mass 
of  blocked  humanitx'.  The  citizens  again  as- 
sembled, and  knowing  there  was  more  protection 
•t  die  ballot  box  in  national  than  civic  elections, 
and  appreciating  tbe  worth  and  abittQr  of  tbe  Doctor, 


nomiliateil  linn  r<  r  Congress.  The  nomination 
was  indoned  by  tbe  Republicans,  and  when  (he 
ballot  was  counted  it  was  found  that  he  had  a 

majority  of  2,504  over  the  then  sitting  member, 
T.  J.  Van  Alstyne,  recognized  as  one  of  the  very 
strongest  men  in  the  district.  By  this  election  the 
political  complexion  of  Albany  County  was  changed 
over  7,000  votaa. 

Dr.  Swinburne  was  married  in  1847  to  Miss 
Harriet  Jud^u,  of  Alban),  bv  whom  he  has  had 
Ibur  children,  one  of  whom  is  nvinff. 

SAMUEL  BALDWIN  WARD. 

TTie  ancestry  of  an  eminent  pl>ystriaii  is  alwavs 
imjHirtant  to  those  wliu  \vonid  iiiielbgetitly  study 
his  career  aiiil  character.  The  study  will  explain 
what  debt  he  owes  to  the  past  and  to  circumstan* 
ces,  and  to  what  measure  he  baa  been  the  architect 
of  his  own  fortune.  We  are  all  of  us  sensible 
enough  to  know  that  good  birth,  in  the  American 
^iL';Ill(i^  am of  the  word,  is  a  valuable  fact  in  the 
same  sense  in  which  goc>d  health  is,  and  that 
creditable  as  unaided  clfort  or  the  overcoming  of 
difficaliiea  i%  they  whose  equipneitt  km  the  UJuot 
of  Hlb  has  been  insured  by  nurtnia^  coaaaet  and 
culture  are  most  aiit  to  prove  themselves  com> 
pletely  competent  for  tbe  manifold  duties  of  prt^ 
iessional  work  in  ifae  WOlld  'I'he  pride  of  "  sdf- 
made"  men,  who  are  aa  a  rule  half-made  men, 
and  who  invariably  wonhip  their  creator,  is  hi  the 

fact  of  their  b.n  i;iL'  ati.iined  to  such  a  jiosition  of 
strength  as  will  cii.ible  tlieni  to  give  to  their  cliilil- 
ren  the  initial  advantages  which  were  denied  to 
themselves.  No  "self-made"  man  expects  his 
sons  to  be  "  sel&made  "  men.  He  wants  them  lo 
escape  the  hardships  of  their  father.  He  desires  to 
make  the  beginnings  of  life  easier  for  them  than 
they  were  for  himself.  The  conquest  of  early 
obstacles  is  laudable.  The  necessity  to  encounter 
them  is  regretable.  They  consume  time  and  effort 
which  must  beaubtiacied  from  the  act  o(  iWartiny. 

Both  the  fiict  of  a  sturdy  uoestry  of  adnevfaig 
freemen  and  the  fact  of  careful  preparation  for  his 
profession  must  be  predicated  of  the  cultivated 
physician  and  surgeon  of  whom  we  write.  Lebbeus 
Baldwin  Ward,  the  fother  of  our  subject,  who  was 
bom  in  New  Jersey,  April  7,  1800,  and  who  died 
in  New  'S'ork  City,  June  15,  1SH5,  was  directly 
ilescended  through  his  father  from  revoluliomiry 
soldiery,  and  though  his  mother  from  the  celebra- 
ted Dod  iamily  of  Newark  and  Princeton, 
renowned  as  teachers  and  e.xponcnts  of  natural 
forces,  and  conspicuously  identified  with  the  instito- 
tions  and  literature  of  science.  The  mother  of  Dr. 
Ward,  nee  Miss  .M)b\  Dwitrlit  I'ratt,  of  Hatfield, 
Massachust  tts.  was  descended  through  both 
parents  Irom  ihc  best  Old  England  and  New 
England  stock,  and  was  tlie  daughter  of  &ciei|f* 
man  of  marked  strength  of  intellect  and  diaracter. 
The  father  of  Dr.  Ward,  whose  recent  death  lie- 
came  the  occasion  of  marked  tribute  to  his  wurth 
and  deeds  by  the  press  of  the  State,  was  first  an 
engine  builder  and  then  a  maker  of  wrougbtpiroB' 
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forgiiii;s,  bring  tlic  founder  of  the  Ilammcrsley 
Korge  Works,  at  the  foot  of  Fifty-ninth  street,  New 
York,  on  the  North  River,  li'  as  an  occupant 
of  ouuiy  bosineai^  jvdiciaiy  and  religious  trusts,  a 
member  of  the  Sute  Asgembty  irhen  the  position 
was  honorable  in  fact  as  wel!  as  in  rlcsipnatii  .n, 
and  a  Conimii^ioner  of  tlie  Metropolitan  lioarti  of 
Police,  in  the  first  ye.us  of  its  oi.iblishtnent. 

Of  Revolutionary  and  Puritan  forces  the  repre- 
sentative,  Samuel  B.  Ward  was  bom  in  New  York 
Citjr  on  June  8,  1842,  in  the  large  stone  house 
which  his  father  had  l)uilt  in  the  English  style, 
neir  the  fm^^c  wi.rks.  ,is  a  homestead.  I'arly  in 
life  he  put  fortli  the  evidences  of  the  qualities  which 
have  since  conspicuously  marked  him.  He  was 
titudions»  pnctical,  a  iover  of  nature,  fond  of 
physica)  sports  and  accomplishmentK    He  was 

generous,  unsuspicious  and  winningly  frank. 
He  had  the  ability  to  inspire  confidence  aniong 
those  with  whom  he  contended  for  the  jiri/.esof 
vouth  in  manly  emuiatioD.  The  society  of  an 
ideal  home  made  his  in  the  studies  of 

boyhood  easy,  inciting  and  rewarding,  and  at  the 
age  of  16  lie  entered  Coliunbia  College  in  his  : 
native  city,  well  prejnired  fftr  the  course  of  training 
to  which  be  was  subjected  in  that  institution.  He 
graduated  witli  honors  in  1 86 1.  Not  only  did  he 
stand  among  its  first  in  academic  honors,  but  he 
was  chosen  by  his  cla.ssmates  to  the  highest  posi- 
tions within  the  gift  of  tlifir  friendly  suffrages. 
His  scholarship  and  his  popularity  were  thus 
attested  on  the  threshold  of  his  active  life.  After  a 
jear  of  as  much  study  as  slower  or  duller  men 
diffuse  into  three  years,  young  Ward  was  appoint* 
cd  a  me<lical  cadet  in  the  United  States  Army. 
The  position  enabled  iiim  to  combine  with  the 
continued  study  of  medicine  and  surgery  such 
clinical  instruction  and  such  administrative  experi- 
ence as  were  extremely  valuable.  In  1863  he  was 
commissioned  by  President  Lincoln  an  Acting 
Assistant  Surgeon  of  the  United  States  Army,  ,uul 
in  iS6.t  an  .\ssist.\nt  Surgeon  of  ttie  United  States  ! 
Volunteers,  a  little  in  advance  of  the  completion  of 
his  medical  studies,  which  he  successfully  pursued 
in  the  College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  in  New 
York,  and  in  the  mraical  department  of  George- 
t<twn  l^niversity,  in  the  District  of  Columbia.  He 
was  njatriculatcd  from  the  latter  school.  The 
army  medical  experience  of  Dr.  Ward  was  mainly 
that  comprised  by  hospital  service  in  Washington, 
Alexandria  and  the  vicinity.  It  was  such  ss 
brought  him  into  rontat  t  \\  \\\\  a  great  v.irictv  of 
complaints  ai»<l  injuries.  It  enable,!  inm  to  work 
with  and  under  the  ablest  minds  in  his  profession. 
It  familiarized  him  with  the  relations  of  govern- 
ment service  to  great  saniiaiy  ondertakinga.  ■  It 
devolved  large  responsibilities  on  him,  and  he 
showed  coolness,  readiness  and  resource  in  meet- 
ing them. 

At  the  close  of  the  war,  though  accorded  the  op- 
poitanity  of  remaining  in  the  service  of  the 
government  in  the  lineof  his  prolieasion,  Dr.  Ward 
Mgan  the  practice  of  it  m  his  native  cihr.  He 

was  made  Professor  of  Anatomy  and  then  of  Sur- 
yeiy  in  the  Women's  Medical  CoU^e.    He  met 


with  decided  sncoea  in  the  pOKtice  of  his  profes- 
sion. His  class  lectures  at  the  first  showed  that 
crispness,  aptness  and  directness,  the  ability  to  en- 
lighten and  to  incite  students,  which  th^  possess 
in  marked  degree.  He  was  chosen  a  member  of 
the  N'orthwevtern  Medical  and  Surgical  Society  of 
the  metropolis  and.w;Ls  made  its  secretary.  He 
began  and  has  since  continued  the  contributi<iii  of 
accounts  of  cases  to  the  Medical  Record  an  I  to  the 
Nem  Ytrk  Medical  Jmtnud.  He  became  and  has 
remained  an  active  companion  of  the  first  class  of 
the  MiliUry  Order  of  the  Loyal  I>egion.  In  1871, 
he  married  the  late  Nina  N.  Wheeler,  daughter  of 
William  \.  Wheeler,  Esq.,  of  New  York  City,  of 
whom  death  bereaved  him  in  October,  i  S83.  Dur- 
ing his  nstdenoe  in  New  York  Dr.  Ward  was 
elected  Asrisiant  Snn^eon  of  the  ftmoui  Seventh 

Regiment,  with  the  rank  of  captain,  on  June  I, 
1S72,  a  jKisition  he  held  until  June  12,  1076,  the 
year  in  which  he  removed  to  .\lbany. 

The  activities  and  honors  of  his  profession  have 
crowded  on  diis  gentleman  at  dw  State  cairftaL 
His  position  as  the  Professor  of  Pathologj',  Prac- 
tice, Clinical  Medicine  and  Hygiene  in  the  Medical 
College  of  .\lbany  has  made  him  widcl\  kni>\vii 
throughout  the  profession.  He  has  long  been  the 
surgeon  of  the  Fiflh  Brigade,  formerly  the  Ninth 
Brigade  of  the  State  National  Guard.  He  haa^ 
since  September.  1883,  been  a  member  of  die 
Board  of  Health  of  the  city,  and  since  January, 
1X85,  one  of  the  Civil  Service  Examiners  for  State 
officers.  A  member  of  the  New  York  County  and 
Albany  Coun^  Medical  Societies  Dr.  Ward  has 
several  times  been  elected  a  delegate  to  the 
•American  Medical  Association,  and  lie  is  a  per- 
manent member  of  the  State  Metiical  Society.  In 
all  the  movements  of  his  jirofession,  within  the 
capital  or  the  State,  he  has  been  required  to  become 
meritedly  {vominent  on  die  demand  of  his 
brethrrn,  while  the  Slate  and  municipal  authorities 
ha\e  .ivailed  thenuselves  of  Ins  knowledge  and  skill 
in  the  counsel  they  have  taken  touching  large 
sanitary  subjects.  He  l>ecaine  .\.  M.  by  the  act  of 
Columbia  College,  his  alma  maUr,  in  1864,  and  he 
received  the  degree  of  Ph.  D.  from  Union  Univer- 
sity on  Tune  28,  1 88s.  In  1885  he  was  confirmed 
by  tlie  Ik>ard  of  Regents  of  the  University  of  the 
State  as  a  member  of  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Sute  Normal  School,  at  Albany,  bi  plaoe  of 
the  Hon.  St  Clair  McKelwan  resigned. 

The  citation  of  the  proofs  of  professional  and 
public  preferment  could  be  continued.  But  enough 
lias  been  given  to  serve  Uie  jiurpose  of  showing 
that  Dr.  Ward  has  won  a  distinguished  position  in 
his  profession  alike  by  the  concession  of  its  mem- 
bers mid  in  the  opinion  of  the  pnbfic:  The 
enumeration  of  the  dignities  and  trusts  he  has  re- 
ceived does  not  touch  the  question  of  his  personality; 
neither  can  the  essentially  narrative  nature  of  an 
outline  biography  do  so.  Those  who  stand  to 
him  in  the  relation  of  personal  friends  or  pTOfel* 
sional  coUeagnes  know  that  diae  are  few  men  in 
the  world  of  so  attractive  and  worthy  personal 
parts,  and  that  his  culture,  knowledge  and  judg- 
ment, developed  by  study  and  labor  in  his  own 
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land  and  by  study  and  travel  in  many  foreign 
countries,  are  as  distinctive  and  pronounced  as  are 
his  qualities  of  fellowship.  As  the  ph^-sician  and  the 
friend,  the  best  record  he  has  made  is  in  the 
hearts  of  those  with  whose  sorrows  and  Jo>-s  his 
own  life  has  been  blended.  Thai  record  is  un- 
reportable  and  sacredly  privileged  from  the  public 
gaze. 

SYLVESTER  D.  WILLARD,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Sylvkstkk  David  Willahd  was  bom  in 
Wilton,  Conn.,  June  19,  1825,  and  died  in 
Albany,  April  2,  1865.  He  came  of  the  same 
family  as  those  eminent  divines,  the  Rev.  Samuel 
Willard  and  the  Rev.  Dr.  Joseph  Willard,  the  former 
of  whom  was  a  Vice-President  and  the  latter  Presi- 
dent of  Harvard  College.  His  father  was  a  highly 
respectable  physician  and  an  honored  citizen  ;  his 
mother,  who  was  of  a  much  esteemed  family  of 
AJbany,  was  a  lady  of  great  moral  and  Christian 
worth.  Young  Willard  received  hLs  literarj-  train- 
ing at  an  academy  in  his  native  place.  In  the  fall 
of  1845  he  came  to  Albany,  upon  invitation  of 
his  relative.  Dr.  Wing,  with  whom  he  became  a 
student  He  entered  the  Albany  Mc>dical  College, 
graduating  therefrom  in  tlic  winter  of  1848. 

After  serving  for  some  time  as  an  assistant  to  Dr. 
Wing,  he  began  practice  on  his  own  rcsjKjnsibility, 
and  very  early  attracted  the  attention  and  the  confi- 
dence of  thai  eminent  citizen,  the  late  Dr.  T.  Komeyn 


Beck,  to  whom,  perhaps,  more  than  to  any  other 
individual,  he  was  indebted  for  the  earliest  expres- 
sions of  public  respect  and  confidence  that  were 
awarded  to  him.  Shortly  after  he  began  practice 
he  became  connected  with  the  Albany  County 
Medical  Society,  and  screed  successively  as  its 
secretary,  vice-president  and  president  In  1858 
he  was  a  delegate  to  the  State  Medical  Society, 
and  was  appointed  its  i>ermanent  secretary,  an 
office  which  he  signally  honored,  especially  by 
preparing  each  successive  year,  with  great  ability, 
a  volume  of  the  Society's  transactions. 

From  the  opening  of  the  Rebellion,  in  t86i,  his 
whole  heart  went  into  every  movement  connected 
therewith;  and,  in  the  spring  of  1862,  he  went, 
with  two  other  prominent  physicians  of  Albany,  to 
act  as  a  volunteer  surgeon  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  From  Fortress  Monroe  he  proceeded  to 
White  House,  where  he  was  invested  with  an 
important  agency  in  establishing  a  large  field  hos- 
pital, which  brought  immediate  relief  to  many 
hundreds  of  our  wounded  soldiers.  During  a  brief 
sojourn  there,  he  suffered  the  severest  hardships 
of  labor  and  exposure,  and  contracted  a  disease 
which  developed  itself  more  fully  after  his  return, 
and  which  there  is  .some  reason  to  believe  was  never 
entirely  dislodged  from  his  constitution.  He  made 
one  or  two  attempts  afterward  to  return  to  this  field 
of  labor,  but  was  obliged  to  abandon  his  object 

But  the  most  important  public  enterprise  in 
which  Dr.  Willard  engaged  was  the  establishmeot 
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of  an  institution  for  the  relief  of  the  chronic 
insane.  His  mind  had  been  directed  to  tbi«  sub- 
ject tat  a  considmUe  tfane^  and  he  hid  collected 

a  vast  amount  of  infonnntion  InMiring  upon  it. 
which  ho  had  embodied  in  a  iumujuus  and 
clahorate  rc[>.irl.  'J'hat  report  luid  met  with  a 
most  rcsjicctful  attention  from  the  Legislature, 
and  even  thing  indicated  the  speedy  earn  ing  out 
of  the  plan  which  he  had  proposed,  when  Dr. 
Willard  found  that  his  daj's  of  activity  on  earth 
were  numbered.  The  U'illard  AsyUun  lor  the 
In->ane,  so  named  as  a  memorial  of  him,  h.\s 
been  established  since  his  decease.  At  the  time 
of  his  death  he  was  holding  the  positions  of 
SecretftTy  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  Examining 
Surf,'con  for  the  Pension  ( )nice,  and  .Surge* fn-den- 
cral  of  the  State,  .ill  of  which  were  to  him  jK>sbj  cjf 
arduous  labor  and  unceasing  fidelity.  But  the 
duties  of  these  offices,  in  addition  to  bis  more 
private  proresskmal  en^gements  and  other  diver- 
sified ( Iiims  i!r..  .M  liis  time,  imposed  upon 
him  a  Imrden  greater  ilhiii  his  jilivsical  constitution 
was  able  to  bear.  A  sud<ieii  attack  of  disea.se, 
suiKTin  iuced  by  excessive  exertion,  accomplished 
it.s  laMl  work  within  a  verj-  few  days.  The 
solemnities  of  his  funeral,  as  well  as  the  warm 
memorial  tributes  of  different  bodies,  including  the 
I.< "..'islatiire  of  the  State,  furnished  the  most  un- 
questionable evidence  that  his  dcatli  was  regarded 
as  a  public  calamity. 

Dr.  Willard's  intellectual  character  wa.s  marked 
by  cjnick  perception,  sound  judgment,  retentive 
memory,  and  much  more  than  the  ordinary  power 
of  analysis  and  investigation.  A  diligent  student 
of  books  and  a  close  obsen  er  of  men  and  things, 
he  acquired  a  veiy  bige  amount  of  general  as  wdl 
as  profeasionat  knowledge,  and  he  devoted  mudi 
time  to  the  local  history  and  bio?:ra]<hy  -f  the 
medical  pri>fession,  the  results  of  which  ajijitar  in 
'*  AUiany  MimHl.iI  .^luials, "  \'o1.  i.  He  ]Kis>es.sed 
large  executive  ability,  and  power  of  readily  bring- 
ing other  minds  faito  harmony  with  hb  own.  He 
hstd,  moreover,  an  exquisite  taste,  an  eye  to  discern 
whatever  is  beautiful  in  nature  or  art,  and  the  deli- 
cacy of  his  perci  pfii  .i!s.  especiall)  in  rcLMril  t.  > 
architectural  pro()ortions,  was  well-nigh  unrivaletl. 
Hht  moral  qualities  were  akin  to  his  intellectual 
ones.  He  had  great  simplicity  and  directness  of 
character.  With  him  dte  question,  "whatiari{^t?^ 
was  all  absorbing,  and  he  sought  to  settle  It  by 
light  from  alK>ve  and  from  w  ithin,  without  listening 
to  the  pleas  of  expediency  or  of  imagined  self- 
interest.  His  spirit  was  eminently  genial  and 
cheerfnl,  and,  with  his  fine  inteliectQaf  qualities  and 
more  than  ordinarilv  attractive  manners,  renilercd 
him  a  most  agreeable  companion,  lie  wa-s,  withal, 
a  man  of  great  lH.'ncvo!ence.  There  was  a  chord 
.strung  in  his  heart  that  vibrated  quickly  to  every 
form  of  human  suffering. 

But  the  intellectual  and  moral  qualities  witli 
which  Dr.  Willard  wxs  originally  endowed  were 
essentially  modified  in  lliL-ir  action  by  the  iiilluences 
of  Christianity.  When  about  sixteen  years  old, 
during  an  extensive  re\nval  of  religion  ui  iiis 
native  place,  be  entered  upon  the  Christian  lilit^ 


and  shortly  after  lie  joined  the  Congregational 
Church  at  Wilton,  and  on  his  becomii)g  a  resident 
of  Albany  transferred  his  membenhip  to  the  Second 

Presbyterian  Church  of  this  city,  which  was  unbroken 
during  the  remainder  of  his  life.  For  several  years 
he  superintended  the  mission  scho.  ij  in  Lydius 
street  with  great  fidelity  and  success,  though  it 
must  have  been  at  no  small  inconvenience,  in  view 
of  his  daily  prolisisional  engagements.  In  bis  med* 
ical  practice  he  often  prescribed  for  the  spiritual 
as  w  ell  as  the  physical  man.  The  grand  enler]tri.se 
for  the  relief  of  one  of  the  most  terrible  forms  of 
iiuman  woe^  wUcb  he  had  so  much  at  heart  in  his 
last  day^  was  evidently  proseculed  not  merely 
from  conaidemtions  of  public  expedienc>-,  nor  yet 
merely  or  cliielly  fri  im  the  influences  of  a  naturally 
benevolent  spirit,  but  from  those  higherprinciples 
and  feelings  which  it  is  the  pioviuce  of  ChHstiaaity 
alone  to  inspire. 

BICXiRAPHIC.M-  NOTI-.S  OF  SOME 
PHYSICIANS. 

Wu^LiAM  Howard  Bailev  was  born  in  Ikthle- 
hem,  Albany  G>uttty.  December  28,  1825.  He 
wa.s  the  seventh  chihl  of  Dr.  .Solomtm  Hailey. 
When  about  five  years  of  .ige  his  lather  <liscontin- 
iied  the  active  practice  (»f  his  prMfcssjou  and  re- 
tired to  a  brm.  His  father  had  always  manifested 
a  great  interest  in  the  education  of  the  young,  and 
was  for  yean  the  active  school  officer  the  town. 
His  family  received  his  first  and  continued  atten- 
tion, and  to  him  more  than  to  the  schools  in  the 
neighborhood  were  they  indebted  for  their  educa- 
tional foundation  u{>on  which  to  build  in  after  life. 
After  the  death  of  his  fiither,  which  occurred  when 
he  was  diirteen  veara  of  age,  he  continued  his 
stuilies  at  .\1bany  .Academy,  the  .\cademy  at  Utica, 
the  State  Normal  .Schonl  at  -Mbany,  and  the 
.Seminary  at  Cazenovia.  Five  years  he  de\oted  to 
teaching.  Wliile  having  the  charge  of  the  Union 
school  in  Trumansbuig,  he  commenced  the  study 
of  medicine.  He  continued  it  all  spore  hours 
during  the  two  years  that  he  hid  charge  of  male 
academy  in  Casselor,  .M  ilianu.  He  returned  to 
his  native  county,  attendeil  lectures  at  the  .^Ubany 
Medical  College,frora  which  he  graduated  in  1853. 
His  mother,  living  in  Utica,  induced  him  to  com- 
mence the  practice  of  his  profbssion  there,  but  in 
September,  1854,  he  removed  to  .Mbany,  w  here  he 
has  been  in  practice  smcc.  He  was  made  mem- 
ber of  the  .\lbany  County  Medic^il  Society  in  1854; 
was  four  years  its  treasurer,  delegate  to  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  Ptaaident  of 
the  County  Society;  was  made  a  fwrmanent  mem- 
ber of  the  Medical  ,"~^K.ieiy  of  the  State  of  New 
York  in  1864,  and  was  Secretar)'  uf  the  same  from 
1865  to  1875.  He  was  elected  President  in  188a 
He  received  the  honorary  degree  of  M.  D.  fiom 
Soulc  University,  Texas,  in  1871,  and  the  degree 
of  LL.  D.,  in  1877.  from  the  Washington  and  JefT- 
erson  College,  I'enn.  He  w;vs  elected  Alderman 
i)f  Albany  in  1874.  In  18S2  he  w;\s  appointed 
one  of  the  consulting  board  of  llie  Hudson  R|v8r 
State  Hospital  for  the  Ijuane  at  Poughkai^ai^  a 
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pf>sition  be  continues  to  hold.  He  was  Obstetrician 
several  years  at  Albany  Hospital ;  also  U.  S.  Ex- 
amining Surgeon  for  rauioas. 

O.  D.  B  vT  t.  was  born,  1840,  in  Otsego  County ; 
Ciliic.ited  at  Hartwick  Seminary;  received  his  A. 
M.  degree  at  Union  ("ullei^c  ;  entered  the  army  in 
1 861;  served  as  Regimental  Quartermaster,  Third 
New  York  Artillery;  as  Ordnance  Officer,  Third 
Division,  Eighteenth  Array  Cdrpa,  and  Assistant 
Adjutant-General.  Department  N.  C  Graduated 
in  inciliLiiic  from  New  York  G>lli:L;e  <>f  Physicians 
and  Surgeons,  1867;  practiced  medicine  in  Otsego 
Cooatjr  oatil  1874;  tnen  removed  to  Aibaiiy,  and 
continiwd  tbe  practice  ever  since  Was  Coroner 
of  Otsego  County  three  years;  President  of  Otsego 
C'liiiity  ^feilical  Society,  an'!  fur  three  years  Dem- 
onstrator of  Anatomy  in  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege. 

Jamks  F.  Baukr  vas  bom  in  Schenectady 
in  1851.  He  is  of  New  England  ancestry.  He 
graduated  fnnn  Unii  m  ColIei;c  in  1874.  He  studied 
under  Dr.  James  H.  Armsby,  of  Albany,  and 
graduated  from  the  Medical  College  in  that  city  in 
1877.  In  tbe  same  year  lie  began  practicing  with 
Dr.  Gideon  H.  Armsby.  He  n  .a  member  of  the 
Albany  County  Medical  Sixiety.  Anv  «ni;  the  papers 
written  b}°  him  is  a  biographical  sketch  of  Dr. 
Gideon  H.  Armsby,  who  died  in  1883. 

Ezra  Albkrt  Baktlktt  comes  of  a  historic 
family,  his  grcat-grandfothcr,  Josiah  Bartlett, 
M.  D.,  being  onetif  the  sipicrs  of  the  Decliiralionof 
Independence.  Dr.  IJartlett  served  three  years  in 
Battery  "  M,"  Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery,  during  the 
war  of  tbe  Rebellion.  He  received  the  degree  of 
A.  K  from  Rochester  University  in  1870,  and 
that  of  M.  D.  from  Albany  Medical  College  in 
1879,  since  which  he  has  practiced  in  Albany.  He 
was  in.irried  in  1871  to  Miss  Jennie  Sargent,  of 
Rochester,  N.  Y.  The  name  of  Bartlett  abounds 
in  every  department  of  literary  and  profearional 
Ufe  in  tnia  country,  especially  in  New  England. 

Hbrxan  Bkhdkll  began  practicing  in  Albany 
in  1876.  He  has  met  with  success,  and  while 
be  is  wdl  versed  as  a  general  physician,  he 
hw  made  his  specialty  diseases  of  the  eye  and  ear. 

In  this  difficult  braiuli  lie  has  acquired  higti  r(  [.ii- 
talioo.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Board  oi  Tubiic 
Inatmctiao,  and  haa  been  ita  IMdent  for  one 
term, 

JoHM  MiiTON  BfOEtow  was  bom  in  .\lbany, 
August  22,  1846.  lie  <rraduated  from  Alli.uiy  Aca- 
demy in  1863,  from  Williams  College  in  iM^6,  from 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  .Surgeons,  New  York 
CiQr,  in  1869,  and  received  the  degree  of  M.  D. 
from  the  Albany  Medical  Cbllege  in  1870.  He 

began  practice  in  Albany.  His  sjKxialty  is  diseases 
of  the  throat,  air  pasaages  and  heart.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  County  Medical  Society,  and  the 
State  Society.  He  was  Conner  Physictan  lor  1876 
and  1877.  In  rSyo  be  was  appointed  Prolesaor 
of  Mutrria  Medica  and  Therapeutics  and  Attending 
riiv-ii  iiiii  to  the  Albany  Hi>spit;xl,  and  in  1876  to 
St.  !'i  *'  i  s  Huspiuii.  He  has  written  papers  on 
" Idiopathic  Peritonitis"  "Croup,"  "Hyperi- 


drosis,"  **Tobaooo  FoiaoBinft''  and  odier  ralH 

jecta. 

JusuH  Ht  BLAima,  of  German  deacen^  waa 

bom  in  .\lbany,  .\ugust  20,  1848.  He  attended 
private  schools,  the  Albany  Academy,  Amherst  and 
Williams  Colleges,  ami  f;ra(lu.itc<l  from  the  Albany 
Medical  College  in  1872.  He  .studieil  abroad  for 
two  and  one-huf  years,  entering  at  I^ipic,  Prague 
and  Vienna,  and  visiting  tlte  laige  hoepitals  of 
Germany,  England  and  Prance.  While  at  Prague 
he  received  the  dc^'ree  of  M.  A.  O.  Dnrini,' the  first 
two  years  of  his  practice  ho  was  in  partnership 
\s  ith  Dr.  .\.  X'anderveer.  He  was  a  mcmlx>r  of 
the  Albany  Diqiensaiir  Staff,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Albany  Cooa^  Medical  Sodenr.  His  ipe- 
dalties  are  obHetrics  alid  diaeaaea  of  women  and 
children. 

Richard  J.  Bkowh  was  bom  in  1849, 
Lanaric,  Perth  County,  Canadx  He  attended 
school  there  until  1 7  years  ot  age.  when  he  entered 
the  printing  ollicc  of  the  Perth  Slundnil.  He  was 
a  reporter  for  one  year  ;  tlien  went  on  the  Toronto 
Gltme.  He  left  this  business  and  entered  St. 
Michael's  CoU«c^  Toronta  Alter  meeting  with 
many  reverses  he  lemoved  to  Albany  in  1870^ 
making  it  his  home  ever  since.  He  entered  the 
office  of  Swinburne  &  Balch,  graduated  from  the 
Albany  Medical  College,  and,  in  1881,  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession. 

I'  RKDHRicK  Li  ke  CutssEN  was  born  in  Albany, 
July  7,  1857.  He  was  educated  in  the  public 
schools,  graduating  from  the  High  School;  gradu- 
ated from  Albany  Medical  College  in  1881,  and  at 
once  bqgian  practio&  Ue  is  a  memtier  of  tbe  Al- 
bany County  Medical  Socie^,  and  has  been  one 
of  its  Censors.  He  has  held,  since  1883,  the  po>,i- 
tion  of  Coroner's  Physician.  His  sfKcialty  is  dis- 
eases of  the  throat  and  lungs.  He  is  author  of 
"Aneurism  of  the  Aorta,"  "Water  as  a  Surgical 
Dressing,*  and  '*  Hydro  Nephroaia.' 

John  Buss  CoNKLtv  was  bora  in  Sand  I-ake, 
Rensselaer  County,  in  1832.  His  Cunily  moved  to 
Illinois  in  1S84.  He  graduated  at  CbloBgo  Medi- 
cal CoUage  in  185a.  Ue  read  bomoBiqiathy  and 
graduated  in  that  school  in  Detroit  in  1854.  He 
pr.ictiecd  in  Bennington,  Vt,  one  year.  Made 
cancers  a  specially,  and  practiced  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
six  months;  in  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  eighteen 
mondw ;  and  in  Mexico^  six  months.  Returning; 
he  settled  in  Albany  in  i86s,  where  he  baa  since 
continued  practicing  his  profession. 

Charles  M.  CuLvn  was  born  at  West  Troy, 
September  28,  1856.  He  graduate<I  from  Union 
College  in  187^  mid  fiom  Albany  Medical  Colkge 
in  1881.  He  attended  at  the  Univcnity  of  Berim 
for  eight  muntlis,  going  thence  to  Paris,  where 
his  studies  were  pursued  for  ten  months  ;  thence 
to  London,  returning  to  Albany  in  1883,  where 
he  begaa  practice  aa  an  oculist  and  aniM.  He 
is  a  member  of  die  Albany  County  Medical 
Society.  During  the  present  year,  his  translation 
from  the  French  of  Dr.  Landolt's  (i'ahs)  worlt 
on  "  Refraction  and  AcOOmmodatioil  €f  tim  Efa" 
will  be  published 
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FksOCMC  C.  CiKTis,  tlmugh  of  New  Knt^lAiiJ 
puentagC;  was  lK>rn  in  South  Carolina,  lie 
gndlMted  from  Beloit  College  in  1866,  and 
received  his  M.  D.  from  the  College  ofPhvncians 
and  Surgeons,  New  York,  in  1870,  after  which  he 
took  a  year  of  travel  in  Europe.  He  was  csUb- 
lished  here  in  1871.  He  is  an  cx-Presidcnt  <»f  ilic 
County  Medical  Society,  permanent  member  of 
the  State  Soddgr,  and  member  of  Ametican  Public 
Health  AnodatSon  and  American  Berraatological 
Association,  editor  of  "Albany  Meiiic.il  Annals," 
and  of  Vol.  Ill  of  "  County  Society  Trans-actions. " 
He  is  Professor  of  Skin  Diaeases  in  the  Albany  Med- 
ical College,  and  pbTBidan  in  the  aame  de{Mrtment 
in  Albany  and  St  Peiei'i  HoapiMli.  He  is  also  • 
member  of  the  State  Board  of  Healtli. 

John  Savage  Dsumui  was  bom  in  Ballstoo, 
Saratoga  County,  October  18,  1840.  He  was  a 
student  at  Military  Institutes  and  at  Union  College. 
He  graduated  from  Albany  Medical  College  in 
I  <S6 1 ,  practicing  in  Albany  for  one  jeu*.  During 
the  Civil  War  be  served  as  saigeon  in  various  posi* 
tioos.  At  the  dose  of  tfie  war  he  retnraed  to 
Albany,  and  was  appointed  Pension  Examining 
Surgeon,  which  he  held,  with  the  exception  of 
about  one  ytar  passed  in  Europe  on  account  of 
poor  health,  until  1875.  Under  the  administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Hayes  he  was  Vice-Consnl  at  Geneva, 
returning  to  Albanv  in  1879.  He  was  appointed, 
in  1 880,  one  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  State 
of  Health.  His  specialty  i.s  ili.sea.ses  of 
women.  He  is  author  of  many  papers,  among 
which  are  "Vital  Registration,"  "Use  of  Alcohol 
in  Health,"  and  a  series  of  aitides  entitled  "  Obstet- 
ric Hints  for  Young  FracdtioBen.'' 

FkANK  H.  FlSK  was  bora.  August  6,  1853,  in 

Salisbury,  Ct.  He  attended  the  public  schools  of 
IJridgeiHirt,  Ct.  ;  studied  medicine  in  Springfield, 
Mass. ;  graduated  from  Albany  Medical  College  in 
1882,  and  at  once  began  his  practice  in  Albany. 
His  specialty  is  suigery,  and  he  has  performed 
many  capital  operations.  He  is  a  member  of  tlw 
Coun^  Medical  Society. 

DAvm  Flbucrham  was  bora  in  Albany,  Mardi 

IS,  1859.  He  graduated  from  Albany  High 
School  in  1875,  Yale  College  in  1879,  and  .Mb.uiy 
Medical  College  in  1H81.  He  beg;m  practice  in 
Albany  in  November,  1882,  making  throat  dis- 
e.ises  his  special^.  lie  is  the  author  of  "Nasal 
P*  >l\  pus;"  IS  a  member  of  the  County  Society,  and 
physician  for  fhroat  diseases  in  the  Albany  Hospi- 
tal. 

Sami/kl  Huntington  Fkieiiak  is  a  lineal  descend- 
ant of  Edward  Freeman,  who  came  from  England 

in  1635,  and  was  one  of  thf  first  settlers  of  Plym- 
outh. He  is  a  grands4^>n  of  Hon.  Jonathan  Freeman, 
one  of  the  founders  of  the  lownsiiip  of  Hanover, 
N.  H.,  and  of  Dartmouth  College,  of  which  he 
vas  tmstee  and  treasnrer  for  forty  years,  and  a 
member  of  the  United  States  Congress  when 
Washington  was  President,  a  member  of  the  (-.'t>m- 
mitlee  of  Safety  during  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
filled  many  other  important  trusts  in  the  history  of 


the  State  and  Nation.  Jonathan  Freeman,  Esq. , 
the  father  of  the  subject  of  tliis  sketch,  was  bom  in 
Hanover,  N.  H.,  where  he  was  gready  esteemed 
for  his  unostentatious  charities  and  probity  of 
character.  Besides  filling  other  important  offices  of 
trust,  he  was  jii>tice  of  the  Peace  and  (Quorum 
for  more  than  forty  y  ears.  Dr.  Freeman  was  born 
in  Hanover,  N.  H.,  August  24,  1821,  and  was  grad- 
uatedat  Daitmoutb  College  in  1843.  He atndied 
medicine  at  Dartmonth  Medical  Cdlhpie,  and 

graduated  at  the  .\Ibany  Medical  College  in  1846. 
He  afterward  became  associatetl  with  his  fonner 
preceptor,  Dr.  James  H.  Armsby,  as  partner  in 
professional  busineas,  which  continued  for  twelve 
years.  He  has  been  an  active  member  of  the 
.\lbany  County  Medical  Society,  and  hxs  contrib- 
uted monographs  on  various  subjects  of  profes- 
sional interest.  He  was  twice  elected  President  of 
this  Society.  His  address  on  "  Human  Longev- 
ity and  Hygiene "  was  published  in  the  Transac- 
tions of  the  State  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  was 
elected  a  permanent  member  in  1862.  He  mar- 
ried, in  185 1,  Sarah  Elisabeth,  daughter  of  Hon. 
Gideon  Hawley,  of  Albany.  He  is  President  of 
the  Board  of  Curators  of  the  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege, and  a  member  of  the  Medical  Staff  of  the 
Albany  Hospital,  which  poallioiis  he  has  filled  for 
many  years. 

GioiOB  £,  GoRHAK  was  bora  at  Le  RaysviUcL 
Bradford  County.  Pa.,  November  8,  1850;  attended 

I^'  Raysville  Acailcmvand  \\'avcrly  High  School, 
ami  graduated  from  Hahnemann  College,  Chicago, 
III.,  in  1874.  He  located  in  Athens,  P.a.,  remain- 
ing there  until  1878,  when  he  removed  to  Albany. 
He  is  a  member  of  Ae  American  Institute  of  Ho- 
moeopathy, the  New  York  State  Society,  the  Albany 
County  Society,  and  the  Society  of  Northern  New 
^'urk.  He  wa.s  ScH;retary  and  Treasurer  of  tlie 
C  ounty  Society,  is  now  its  V'ice- President,  and  Sec- 
retary and  Treasurer  of  Society  for  Northern  New 
Yori^.  He  is  the  author  of  "  Treatment  of  Croup 
b^  Inhalation  of  Bromine,"  "Cimimon  Sense 
'Ihorapeutio,"  and  *'AcQte  Ydlow  Atrophy  of  the 

Liver,"  with  ca^cs. 

William  H.kiles,  Jr.,  was  bora  in  Albanv, 
October  14,  1849.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  schools  and  at  the  Albany  Classical  Insti- 
tute nnder  Prof  C  H.  Andiony.   Daring  1868 

and  iSAc;  he  studied  under  the  late  Dr.  .\lden 
March,  and  classified  his  ncttes,  whii  h  had  been 
accumulating  for  firi\  years.  During  iliis  time  he 
articulated  a  skeleton,  which  is  yet  in  the  Collie 
Museum.  He  graduated  from  the  Albany  Mem> 
cal  College  in  1870,  being  class  valedictorian,  re- 
ceiving a  competitive  prize.  In  1872  he  estab- 
lished himself  ill  j^ractice  in  Albany,  which  has 
been  interrupted  only  by  two  trips  abroatl  -one 
taken  in  1875  to  Germany  and  haly:  the  other, 
three  vears  later,  to  Fans  and  London,  where  he 
attended  lectures.  During  1869-71  he  was  resi- 
dent physician  in  the  All»an\  Hospital,  and  i.s  now 
attentling  surgeon  to  the  .saim-,  and  to  St.  Peter's 
Ho.spital.  In  1872  he  was  Demonstrator  of  Anato 
my;  in  1873,  Lecturer  on  Surgical  Dressing)  and  * 
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Appliances;  and  since  1874  has  been  I'n  iff-isor  of 
Hmology  and  Pathological  Anatomy  in  the  Albany 
MedkalCoIlege  He  nas  daily  cla<ise3  in  practical 
microficop}',  helil  in  Alumni  II.ill  .  ''iLt  college.  He 
frequently  lectures  before  medical  and  other  societies 
upon  technical,  sciendfic  and  popular  subjects. 
He  has  peifomied  many  capital  <^>enuioos,  his' 
specialties  being  surgeiy,  cathology  and  micro** 
copy.  He  is  Vicc-Prcsiilt.iU  of  ihc  Conntv  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  delejjate  to  tlie  lihtish  Medical 
Mid  New  York  Sdue  sodetlesi 

Wir.LiAM  N.  Hays  was  bom  in  New  Scot- 
land, Albany  C  ounty,  in  1850.  He  studied  higher 
mathematics,  natural  sciences  and  chissics  at  Falley 
and  Wbiteslown  •exninaries  until  1873.  He  then 
began  the  stndf  of  medicine  with  PtoH  James  H. 
Annsby,  and  graduated  witli  ln  .tiMrs  fr' th'j  Al- 
bany Medical  College,  lU  lijjs.  He  hajibceu  resi- 
dent pbjrstcian  at  the  Albany  HospitaL 

NKt.sox  Htnting  was  born  in  M'ri^'ht-;.  Scho- 
harie Qninty,  Nosember  21.  1^}^':  .iiteinled  the 
Academy  in  (jallu|)ville,  the  State  Nurmal  Sc1ii:h>|, 
Albany,  and  graduated  from  New  York  Homoeo- 

Sthie  Medical  College  in  1869.  He  practiced 
'  three  years  in  Gallupvillc,  removing  to  Albany 
in  1872.  He  is  a  member  of  the  American  Insti- 
tute of  IKtmieopathy,  the  New  York  State  Sode^ 
and  the  Albany  Cpanty  ijuciety. 

ALPncD  B.  HussTTD  received  his  dipkxoa  from 

the  Allninv  Medical  College  in  1863,  and  in 
1868  opened  a  retail  drug  store  on  the  comer  of 
Eagle  and  Daniel  streets.  Dr.  Huested,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1883,  was  appointed  Professor  of  Botany 
and  libterialWediGa  m  the  Albany  College  of  Phar- 
macy, of  which  he  was  one  of  the  founders  ;  and 
in  July,  1684,  a  mcmlK;r  of  the  State  Itoard  of 
Pharmacy. 

P.  J.  Kkkoak  is  a  weU-known  phvsician  and 
snrgeon  of  Albany.  Formerly  he  was  house  physi- 
cian at  Mount  Sinai  Hospital,  New  ^'ork,  and  is 
now  visiting  surgeon  to  St  Peter's  Hospital,  Home 
for  the  Aged,  and  of  the  little  Sisters  of  the  Poor 
at  Albany. 

Uriah  B.  T.aMoi  rk  w.is  bom,  March  4,  1844, 
in  .\lban\ ;  attended  the  Albany  Acatlemy;  gradu- 
ated from  tiie  Albany  .Medical  College  in  1878, 
and  began  practice.  He  is  member  of  Albany 
Cooniy  Medical  Society,  and  is  now  its  treasurer. 
He  received  the  appointment  of  Coanty  Physician 
four  years  ago,  which  he  still  holds.  Mis  specialty 
is  diseases  arising  Irom  the  abuse  oi  stimulants. 

Mauricr  J,  Ltwt  was  bom  in  Albany  on  the  tst 
day  of  Dccemln-r,  1S57.  .After  graduating  from 
the  Albaiiy  Free  Academy  (High  .^hool)  he  took 
a  privateComdl  course  with  Prof  .Mtmeyer,  at  the 
same  dme  taking  up  the  study  of  medicine:  He 
graduated  in  January,  1877,  and  acted  as  class 
firator.  Was  appointed  to  the  house  staff  of  the 
Albany  Hospital,  ser\'ing  fur  one  and  one-half 
years.  He  continuetl  his  studies  in  187S,  at  the 
University  of  Heidelbeig,  and  in  1879  at  the  Vienna 
Universiqr,  whese  he  became  one  01  the  assistants 
in  the  Children's  Hoqiital  under  PioC  Widetfaofer. 


On  his  leiurn  fiom  Europe  he  commenced  the  act- 
ive practice  of  medicine^  devoting  himaelf  moie 
particularly  to  diseases  of  women  and  children,  on 

which  subjects  he  has  delivered  several  courses  of 
lectures  in  the  .Xlhany  Me<lical  College.  He  is  an 
ex-President  of  the  Acailemy  of  Medicine,  has  been 
Secratary  of  the  Albany  County  Medical  SodeQr, 
member  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  AHim- 
ni  .\s';ociation,  and  is  connectt  d  with  the  Disjien- 
.sary  Staff  of  the  AlbanyHospii.il.  He  h.is  con- 
tributed variously  to  the  literature  of  medicine, 
more  particularly  in  hk  special  branches  of  prac- 
tice, tie  is  a  member  of  varioos  fraternal  bodies, 
and  at  present  senior  deacon  of  Wadswonh  Lodge^ 
No.  417,  of  Free  Mas»ins. 

JORN  McAluster  was  bom  in  Brooklj-n,  March 
5,  1858,  and  attended  the  Catholic  Brcithen'  Col- 
lege, Chicago,  III.,  and  the  public  schools  of  Al- 
bany ;  L'raihiritcd  from  .Mlianv  Medical  College  in 
1879,  and  at  once  began  i>raciice.  His  specialty 
is  insanity  and  diseases  of  the  nervous  system ; 
oftra  called  to  testify  as  an  expert  He  is  a  mcaa- 
her  of  the  Albany  County  Medical  Society. 

Hfsry  March,  son  of  Dr.  AKlen  March, 
w.ts  bom  at  Albany,  N.  Y.,  Decemt>er  13,  1827. 
He  was  educated  in  New  Haven  and  Fairfield, 
Conn.,  and  in  Albany,  graduating  from  Albany 
]lledic^d  College  in  1853.  He  is  a  member  of 
Albany  County  Medical  StKiety,  of  the  .New  ^'ork 
State  Medical  Society,  of  the  American  Medical 
Ass»>ciation,  and  Curator  of  the  Albany  Medical 
College.  He  was  president  of  the  County  Swcieqr 
in  1S76,  and  its  treaanrer  in  1863.  He  is  the 
author  of  papers,  read  before  the  County  Society, 
<m  "Anesthetic  .Agents,"  "Polypus  of  Uterus, 
'■  I'aracentesis-Tlioracis, "  etc.;  and  "A  Biograph- 
ical Sketch  of  Jeremiah  O.  Havens,  M.  D." 
During  the  dvil  war  he  served  for  a  brief  period 
as  volunteer  surgeon.  In  1862  he  married  a 
daughter  of  Waller  R.  Bush.  F,sq.,  of  Troy,  N.  Y. 
Dr.  .March  is  a  director  of  the  V.  M.  ('.  A.,  and 
manager  of  the  City  Tract  and  Missionar}'  Society. 

HiifVT  E.  MiRKirass  was  bom  at  Sharon  Center, 

Schoharie  County.  March  19.  i?>49-  Hewasctlu- 
cated  at  the  public  scliools,  Fott  Plain  Seminary, 
Knoxville  .Academy,  and  the  State  Normal  School 
at  Albany,  where  be  graduated  in  1869.  He 
studied  medicine  wiA  Dr.  James  H.  Annsby,  and 
graduated  fr  the  Albany  Mechcal  College  In 
1874,  and  began  pr.iciicc  ni  .Albany.  His  spe- 
cialty is  obstetrics.  He  wxs  valedictorian  of  his 
class,  and  was  for  some  time  Treasurer  of  the  Al- 
bany Cbunty  Medical  Society.  Since  1879  has 
been  Acting  Assistant  Surgeon  of  tlie  Marine  Hoa- 
pital  service  for  the  Port  of  Albany.  Ue  is  Sur- 
geon on  the  staff  of  Albany  Bwgcsaea  Coi|m^  and 
Treasurer  of  the  same. 

Ctrus  S.  Mxaarti.  was  bora  in  Venn<mt  He 

graduatetl  from  Amherst  College  in  1867,  and  from 
the  College  of  Physicians  and  burgeons,  New  York, 
in  1870;  ami  settled  in  Albany,  making  a  special^ 
of  Oi>hthalmology  and  Ototc^.  He  is  a  membor 
of  the  American  Ophthalmology  Soeie^,  of  (he 
American  Otology  Socie^,  and  of  (he  Albany 
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Conn^  Medical  Society.  He  has  received  ap- 
pointments as  Professor  of  Ophthalmolngy  in  the 
Albutjr  Medical  College,  Ophlhmalic  and  Aural 
Snigeon  to  St.  IVter  s  Hospital,  the  Alhany  City 
Honital,  to  the  Child's  Hospital  in  Albany,  and  to 
die  TVojr  HoipitiL  He  is  the  aotbor  of  inanj 
papers  Jipon  his  sf)ecialty. 

William  E.  Milkanic  was  bom  in  Ctvcytiiiuis. 
Albany  County,  March  8,  1841.  He  graduated 
from  the  Albany  Academy  in  1859,  and  from  the 
Albainr  Medicu  College  in  1872.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Albany  County  Homoeopathic  Society,  of 
tfie  New  York  State  Society,  and  the  American  In- 
stitute of  HomiL-iipathy,  being  for  several  years  Sec- 
retary of  the  County  Society.    His  specialty  is  Sur- 

KnwARD  MooKF,  M.  R.  C.  V.  S. ,  located  in 
Albany  in  1872.  11c  went  alir^  laii  and  matriculated 
at  tlic  Ko}'al  Veterinary  ("'illei;e,  I  nndon,  receiving; 
honors.  He  was  there  offered,  by  the  Privy 
Cowidl,  the  position  of  Inspector  undel'  the  pro- 
visions of  "  The  rontai^ious  Diseases  Act."  In 
1877  Dr.  Moore  rcuirncd  to  Albany.  He  has 
been  veterinary  editor  nf  the  Culln\iliir  and  Counlry 
Genlleman  for  seven  years,  and  is  a  Fellow  of  the 
Veterinary  Medical  Association  of  London.  Eng- 
land. His  reputation  as  a  cattle  pathologist  is  well 
established,  and  his  practice  extends  throughout 
the  United  Slates  anti  Canada. 

FaxoKKicK  D.  Morrill  was  bom  in  Wakefield, 
Mass.,  August  3,  1855.  He  attended  the  gram- 
mar schools  of  Boston  and  the  public  schools  of 
Albany,  N.  V.;  graduated  fn>ni  the  Albany  Med- 
ical Collet;e  in  1880,  beginirni,' pr  iLiice  llic  same 
year.  During  1879,  'So,  '81  he  was  resident  physi- 
cian of  the  alms-house,  and  is  now  City  District 
Physician.  His  qpedaily  is  diseases  of  women  and 
children ;  is  author  of  "  Injections  and  their  Uses 
in  the  Practice  . if  Medic  ine. "  lie  is  a  member of 
the  Albany  County  Medical  Society. 

Gboroi  SL  MtncsoN  wm  boni  in  Wateifbrd,  Sara- 
toga County,  April  4,  1^5''.  He  was  educated  by 
private  tutors,  .at  Anthony's  Classical  Institute  an<I 
I'linceton  (  cillegc,  and  graduated  from  the  .\lbany 
Medical  College  in  1880.  The  two  years  following 
were  passed  in  New  York  under  the  teachings  of 
Dra.  Knappk  Noma  and  Agnew,  and  while  there 
he  iras  First  Assistant  to  the  New  York  Ophthal- 
mic and  Aural  ln-.titute,  Dr.  Knap|i,  Surgeon-in- 
ChieC  He  began  practice  in  Albany  in  18S2,  and 
was  married  in  1884  to  Mtm  May  a.  Downing,  of 
die  dtj.  He  has  been  for  two  yean  Ophthalmic 
and  Aoral  Snrgeon  to  St  Feter't  Hospital,  and  is 
a  member  of  the  .Mbany  County  Medical  Society. 

\Vm.  H.  MiKKAY  was  born  in  Pound  Ridge, 
Westchester  County,  December,  1845;  graduated 
at  Union  College^  1867,  and  Albany  Medical  Col- 
lege, 1 8<»8;  settled  in  Albany.  1870;  was  Supervisor 
of  Sixteenth  Ward,  1877,  and  held  the  p- >sttii  in  four 
years.  He  was  elected  Alderman.  1882,  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  CSCRnmon  Conni  il.  Hy  virtue  of  that 
office,  was  sworn  in  as  iMayor  when  Mayor  Nolan 
Rswned,  and  held  die  offioe  till  the  Courla  gave  it 
to  Dr.  John  Swinbnroe.   Has  held  the  offiosa  oT 


Police  Sergeon,  District  Fbjnician,  Coroner's  Phy- 
sician, an<l  now  holds  the  office  of  Physician  to 
Penitentiary.  I  las  held  the  office  of  Vice-President 
and  Treasurer  of  .Mbany  County  Medical  Society. 

Thxodorr  W.  Nillis  was  bom  at  Schoharie 
Court  House.    He  gradoated  from  dte  Sdiobarie 

Academy  in  1869,  and  the  .\lliany  Medical  Col- 
lege in  1 88 1,  1 1  is  sjRtialiy  is  the  treatment  of 
hernia  and  kindred  diseases ;  he  is  the  manufltc- 
turer  of  trusses  and  other  surgical  appliances,  and 
conducts  the  boainefls  of  dmggiat  and  apothecary. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Albany  County  Medical 
Society,  treasurer  of  the  Alumni  Association  of 
the  ( <  ileg^  and  a  member  of  its  eiecntive  00m- 
mittuc 

William  J.  Nillis  was  bora  at  SdioharieComt 

House,  September  3,  1855.  He  graduated  from 
the  Schoharie  Academy  in  1872,  and  from  the  .\1- 
bany  Medical  College  in  i87c^,  and  at  once  liegan 
practicing  in  Albany.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Al- 
bany County  Society,  and  for  two  years,  1883  to 
'85,  served  as Censor. 

Gkorgi  W.  Papkn  was  bom  in  Albany  in  1854 ; 
graduated  at  the  Columbia  Medical  College  of 
Ph}  sicians  and  Surgeon%  New  York  City,  in  1874. 
I  le  has  practiced  his  pro^sion  in  Albany  for  the 

iasc  eleven  years. 

T.  K1KK1.AM)  Pkrry  was  born  in  Dublin, 
Cheshire  County,  N.  H.,  June  16,  1S52.  He 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Albany,  graduating 
in  1866,  and  received  a  classical  education  through 
private  tutors.  Heser\xHl  several  years  with  Messrs. 
Clement  c^  Rice,  as  their  prescription  clerk;  studied 
under  Dr  A.  Vanderveer,  and  graduated  firom  the 
Albany  Medical  College  in  1875.  was  essayist 
of  his  class,  and  received  a  prize  for  hto  thesis.  He 
at  once  began  ])ractice.  lie  is  a  member  of  the 
County  Society;  was  its  secretary  in  1878,  and  is 
now  its  vice-president  He  is  author  of  papers 
upon  "  Qinical  Thermometry,"  "  History  ot 
Anencephalic  Monstera,"  "  Scuktinn,  widi  Un- 
usual Complications,"  and  an  iddfesa*  entitled 
"Obstetric  Memoranda,"  delivered  as  Vice-Presi- 
dent of  the  County  Society,  in  i  '^84.  He  has 
been,  since  1876,  member  of  the  dispensary  staff 
of  the  City  Hospital,  and  is  attending  Physician  at 
St  Peter's  Hospital.  He  was  married,  in  1878,  to 
Grace  Crosby  Moore,  who  died  in  April,  1885, 
leaving  two  children. 

Charlrs  H.  Porter,  of  Dutch  and  New  Eng- 
land ancestry,  wjs  bora  in  Ghent,  Colorabh 

County,  November  n,  1834.  He  was  educated 
in  Hudson,  N.  Y..  Philadelpliia,  Pa.,  and  at 
Vale  College,  where  he  was  made  .\.  M.  in  1857. 
His  medical  studies  were  pursued  in  the  Albany 
Medical  College,  wlience  he  graduated  in  1861. 
He  settled  in  this  citr,  making  a  specialty  of  med- 
ical jurisprudence.  He  is  a  member  of  the  New 
York  State  Medieval  S4.cietv,  and  of  the  Connecticut 
.•\cademy  of  Science.  He  has  been  a  frecjuent  con- 
tributor to  professional  journals;  for  two  years  he 
was  Professor  of  Chemistiy  in  the  Vermont  Medical 
College,  and  from  1855  to  t86s  Professor  of 
Chemisttyand  MedicBl  JoiiipnideiiGe  iedieAlbai^ 
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Jledical  Qillc^r^^  ;  from  1S72  to  1S74  he  was  at- 
tending Siirgeou  to  Si.  Peter's  Hospital,  Albany. 
In  the  late  war  he  was  .VssiMuit  Surgeon,  Fortieth 
lUgiment,  New  York  Volunteers  ;  and,  from  186a 
to  1865,  Surgeon  ^th  Regiment,  New  York  Heavy 
Artillery.  Me  has  been  United  States  Emninfaig 
Surgeon  since  1^71. 

PoRTiE  La  FAYrms  Rrtnouis  was  bom  in 
Cabot,  \\'.i>hington  County,  Vermont,  in  1S23. 
He  grailuateii  from  the  Albany  Meilical  College 
in  1 86 1 ;  he  practiced  for  six  months  in  Troy,  N. 
Y.;  tlien  became  Amiatant  Suraeon  to  the  One 
Hnndred  and  Siztf^inth  New  Yoilc  Volnnteen, 
removing  to  Albany  in  December,  iS^ij.  He  is  a 
member  ot  the  Albany  County  ilumwupathic  So- 
cie^,  and  of  the  Amoican  Institute  of  Honunop- 
athj. 

Taacni  Warrin  RiutY  was  bom  in  West  Troy, 
Albany  County;  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Troy  and  graduated  from  the  Troy  Academy,  lie- 

Sn  the  study  of  Medicine,  1878';  graduated  firom 
bany  Medical  College,  1883.  Served  two  years 
aa  resident  physidan  of  the  Albany  alms-house, 
and  one  year  as  city  physician ;  has  been  practicing 
since  188  2  in  the  city  of  Albany, 

Orro  RrraiAW  was  bom  in  Albany,  April  7, 

1857,  and  reccivei!  a  common  !M:hool  eilucation  ; 
graduated  from  the  Albany  Medical  College  in  1879, 
and  at  once  began  practice.  He  was  appoint- 
ed District  Physician  in  1879,  winch  be  itill  iiold& 
He  is  a  member  of  the  County  Socie^.  ^  i88#, 
in  partnership  with  W.  H.  Murray,  M.  D.,  he  cs> 
tablished  a  drug  store. 

Dunns  P.  Skxvuh  was  bora,  August  5,  1858,  in 

Albany.  He  graduated  from  the  Christian  broth- 
ers' Academy  in  1876,  and  from  .\lbany  Medi- 
cal College  in  1880  ;  jiracticed  at  Saratoga  Springs 
for  three  years  ;  located  in  Albany  in  18S3  ;  was 
coroner's  physician,  1 883,  '84.  His  specialty  i.H  tlis- 
eaaes  of  the  throat  and  lungs.  He  is  member  of 
the  Albany  County  Medical  Society,  Union  Med- 
ical Association,  Saratoga  (  on  lit)  Mc<lical  Society, 
and  is  Physician  to  the  Catholic  Benevolent  Society 
of  Albany. 

John  Hexky  Skii.i.icorn  wxsborn  in  Albany,  Dec. 
25,  iS6cj,  and  educated  at  .\lbany  High  School, 
Cornell  University,  and  Albany  Medical  College, 
from  which  he  graduated  in  1883.  lie  was  pro- 
sector of  anatomy  in  the  Medical  College,  for  the 
jwars  1882,  '83,  '84,  and  was  the  first  to  successfully 
carrj'  an  independent  quiz  class  through  the  year. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  County  Socit-u  and  author 
of  "  How  to  Study  Anatomy  Scientifically,"  "Re- 
ports of  Complicated  Cases  of  Typhoid  Fever"  and 
oontribuior  of  various  articles  upon  popular  medi- 
cine. Hb  specialty  is  surger}',  particularly  frac- 
tures. 

NoKKAN  L  Snow  was  bom  in  Root,  Montgomery 
County,  April  7, 1839.   He  gmdvat^  from  Union 

College,  1859,  and  fiom  the  College  of  Physicians 
and  Surgeons  of  New  York  Ciiy  in  March,  186 1. 
From  to  1865  he  served  in  the  United  States 

amy;  then  practiced  at  Canajohahe^  N.  Y.j  remov- 


ing in  1875  to  Albany.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Montgomery  County  Medical  S<K:iety,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Albany  Medical  Society,  the  New 
York  State  Medical  Socie^,  and  of  the  American 
Medical  Association.  From  August  23,  1862,  to 
February  18,  1864.  he  was  As.sisiaiit  Surgeon  in 
the  United  States  army,  and  Surgeon  from  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1864,  to  October  18,  1865.  During  the 
summer  of  1865  he  was  health  officer  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Savannah,  Ga.    He  wasPkerident  of  the 

Alb  in;.  (  '  unity  S<H.iety  in  1882.  He  lias  served  .is 
Alderman -at-large,  and  is  now  I'resident  of  the 
Albany  Common  Council.  Dr.  Snow's  literary 
contributions  are  many,  among  which  are:  "Syplt- 
ilitic  Degeneration  of  Arteries  as  a  Cause  of 
Aneuri.sm,"  "Strangulated  Hernia,  with  Result 
of  Nine  Operations,"'  and  "  Si>me  TV-ictical 
Kai  ls  in  Tractures  of  the  Thigh,  verilieii  by  the 
treatment  of  twenty-five  cases  occurring  in  private 
practicep 

H.  R.  .Starkweathek  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  June  1 1,  1850.  Graduated  at  the  Albany 
Medical  College  in  1871.  Since  that  time  has 
been  enoaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine  in 
the  city  01  AJbsny.  Was  elected  Sopervisor  in  1878, 

and  continued  in  the  bi 'iini  tliice  it-rnH.  Served 
five  vears  as  coroner's  jiliysii  i.in  and  is  nuw  city 
physician. 

Bw  U.  Stkenberg,  born  in  Malta,  Saratoga 
County,  April  18,  1839;  graduated  from  Albany 

Medical  Collf  L'c.  1S70;  was  Secretary  of  tht  All  my 
County  Medical  Society  in  1876,  and  Vice-Presi- 
dent, 1879^ 

John  Benjamin  Stonhhoi-se  was  bom  in  .Mbany, 
June  4,  1852.  He  graduated  from  the  .Albany 
Academy  in  i86y,  ami  from  the  Medical  College 
in  1871,  from  which  lime  until  November,  1874, 
he  was  .\ssistant  Surgeon  in  "Sanford  Hall,"  a 
private  insane  asylum  at  Flushing,  L.  J.  ;  he  then 
came  to  Albany,  remaining  until  1876,  when  he 
became  Resident  Physician,  one  year,  at  "  linghnin 
Hall,"  Canandaigua,  N.  Y.  His  specialties  are 
nervous  and  mental  diseases.  He  is  Secretary  of 
the  Coun^  Medical  Society.  For  three  yean  be 
served  as  Lecturer  on  Nervous  and  Mental  Dis- 
ea.ses  in  the  Albany  Me<lical  College,  and  m  i\v  li.is 
charge  of  that  department  in  the  Hospital  Dispen- 
sary. He  is  one  of  the  editors  of  the  Albany  Med- 
ical AtmaU.  Among  works  by  him  are:  "  General 
PSresis  of  the  Inssne."  -  Syphilitic  Nervous  Dis- 
eases," "Delirium  Tremens."  In  May,  1882, 
published  tlie  result  of  "  Niter  of  Amy!  in  (Jpuiiu 
Puisoiiing.  "  which  he  claims  was  the  first  case  ever 
so  treatett.  M  President  of  llie  Union  Medical 
Association  he  read,  in  1883,  a  paper  entitled 
"  Historical  Retrospect  of  the  C  are  of  the  Insiine.  " 

John  Thompson  was  bora  at  Athboy,  County  of 
Meatb,  Ireland,  December  10,  1837,  and  emigrated 
to  this  ooontiy  in  1847.  He  was  educated  in  the 
public  sdiools  at  BSnghamton,  and  graduated  from 

the  Medic.d  Department  of  the  University  of  the 
Slate  of  Ni  w  \  ork  in  1868,  and  at  once  bt^n 
practice  m  Aii<aiiy.  He  is » mcmberof  the  AJnuf 
County  Medical  Sode^. 
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Fkaxklin  Towmnn^  Jr.,  ^\as  hi.m  in  Albany, 
November  4,  1854.  His  educaiion  was  pursued 
at  the  Albany  State  Normal  School,  the  Albany 
Acadony,  and  Williams  College,  where  be  grad- 
uated in  187J;  three  years  mter  be  graduated 

frcitn  the  Cr>!!i  i"-  nf  Phj-sicians  and  Suri^cons,  New 
\'iirk:  ami  (iuriiiLC  1S76-7  was  llouso  Surj^jetin  in 
Charity  Httspital,  New  \y<rk.  He  then  pursued 
bis  studies  at  Vienna,  Strxsburg  an<l  London, 
letnming  in  1878,  and  commencing  practice  in 
Alban)'.  He  is  attending  Physician  at  St  Peter's 
Hospital,  and  to  the  Protestant  and  the  Catholic 
Orphan  Asylums:  he  is  a  member  of  the  Albany 
County  Medical  Society,  of  which  he  has  been 
Censor.  Hia  gped«)^  w  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Cbildfen.  Amongpapen  of  vhicb  be  is  tbe  aatbor 
are:  <*  Ovnbitioii  iaa  Menstmatioii,  considered  hi 

their  Ph\siological  Relations,"  "  Treatment  of 
the  Parturient  Breast,"  "  Some  Considerations  on 
Uterine  Congestioiii,*  and  *<  Butarlent  U«mo- 
philia." 

Thomas  M.  Trcoo  was  born  in  New  York  City, 
August  30,  1847.  He  graduated  from  RutgKS 
CoUm,  N.  L,  in  1870 ;  he  studied  medicine  un- 
der Drs.  S.  O.  Vanderpoel,  Tbomas,  and  Edward 

R.  Hun,  of  Albany,  an  1  Thomas  M.  Markoe,  of 
New  York  Ciiy,  aiui  <^railualeil  Irom  the  College 
of  Physicians  an<l  Surgeons,  New  York,  in  1874. 
He  returned  to  Albany,  where  he  held  the  position 
of  Resident  Physician  to  St  Bno'tHoBpilaf,  which 
be  soon  resigned  and  began  practice.  He  was 
shortly  appointed  attending  Physician  at  the  Child's 
Hospital  and  St.  Agnes'  School.  Iii  iS;'^  l)e 
visited  England,  Ireland,  Scotland,  Gcnnany  and 
nance,  resuming;  apon  hit  letnita,  his  pnctwe. 

Willis  G.  Ticker,  Ph.  G. ,  Ph.  D.,  was  born, 
Albany,  October  31,  1849.  He  was  educated 
at  the  Albany  Academy  and  the  Albany  Medical 
College^  leodving  bis  degree  of  M.  D.  in  187a 
Dr.  'IHicker's  proMssional  life  has  been  a  sacceaa- 
ful  and  busy  one.  The  offices  held  by  him  are : 
Assistant  Professor  of  Chemistry,  Albany  Medical 
College,  1871-4;  Lecturer  on  Materia  Medica 
and  Aasistant  Profeaaor  of  Cbemistiy,  1874-s;  Ad- 
janct  FMliBaaor  of  Materia  Medica  and  Cheaaistiy, 
•^75^;  Professor  of  Inorganic  and  Analuital 
Chemistry,  1876-1882,  to  which  has  been  added 
Professor  of  Medical  Jurisprudcnee  and  Registrar 
of  the  Albany  Medicai  C  ollege,  since  iS8j;  Pro- 
iessor  of  Natural  Science,  St  Agnes'  School,  since 
1873;  Instructor  in  Chemistry,  Albany  Academy, 
1874,  etc,  etc.   He  was  one  of  the  founders  of  the 


Albany  College  of  Pharmacy,  and  i.s  a  member  of 
the  leading  American  medical  and  scientific  socie- 
ties. During  1881-84  he  was  analyst  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health.  Dr.  Tucker,  in  addition  to  hia 
profiasional  work,  has  been  a  contribator  to  variooa 
scientific  periodidds. 

Albikt  Vander  'Vker  was  bom,  July  10^  1841, 
in  Root,  Montgomery  County.    He  attended 

lectures  at  the  Albany  Medical  College,  the 
Natit)nal  Medical  College  and  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  New  V. irk.  grad- 
uating in  December,  1862,  from  the  National 
Medical  College  (Medical  Department  of  tlie 
Columbia  College,  Washington,  D.  C. ).  He  re- 
ceived the  degree  of  M.  D.  Irom  the  Albany  Med- 
ical College  in  1.S69,  and  settled  in  Albany. 
In  1874-75  he  spent  six  months  in  the  hos- 
pitals of  London  and  Paris.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Albany  County  Medical  SodcQr,  of  wfaicb  lie 
was  president  in  1873;  the  New  York  State  Med- 
ical Society,  of  which  he  was  elected  president  in 
February,  1885;  the  American  Medical  Association, 
and  of  the  British  Medical  Associatioiu  He  was 
appointed  Medical  Cadet  m  the  United  States  army 
in  June,  i86s;  Asatatant  Saigeon  of  the  <MSdi  New 
York  N'ohinteers  in  December,  1862,  and  Surgetm 
in  the  same  regiment  in  June,  1864;  in  i86y  he 
was  made  attending  Surgeon  of  the  .\lbany  Hos- 
pital, and  in  1874  of  Sl  Peter's  Hospiul.  He  was 
decied,  in  1869,  Professor  of  General  and  Special 
Anatoimr  in  the  Albany  Medical  College,  and,  in 
1876,  ftofcssor  of  the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Surgery  in  that  institution.  His  sj)ecialty  is  sur- 
gery, in  which  he  has  performed,  successfully, 
many  major  ojierations.  He  is  also  the  writer  of 
many  valuable  contributions  to  medical  literature. 

JoHX  W'li.soN  wxs  boin  in  Ireland  in  181 2, 
emigrating  to  this  country  twenty-one  years  later. 
He  icoeived  a  theological  education  in  a  school 
foanded  by  die  Government,  and  taught  one  of  the 

first  j)ublic  scliools  ever  eslablishc<l  in  Ireland. 
He  lived  in  Albany  from  1833  to  1843,  when  he 
went  to  Syracuse,  graduating  from  the  Syracuse 
Kclectic  Medical  College  in  1847;  ^  received 
a  diploma  from  the  New  'York  Edecdc  College 
some  years  later.  From  1S53  to  1861  he  lectured 
upon  medical  subjects  throughout  central  New 
'N'ork.  and  returneil  to  Albany  in  He  is  a 

member  of  the  Albany  District  Kclectic  Medical 
Sottetf,  and  has  served  as  its  sc-cretary  and 
treasurer.  He  also  bdongs  10  the  State  Eclectic 
Society. 
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HISTORY  OF  EDUCATION. 


OF  all  the  colonics  only  Ma.ssachusctts  and  Con- 
necticut made  early  provision  for  a  common 
idiool  cdacttkNi  for  the  whole  peopl&  The  other 
New  England  colonies  made  similar  provision  as 
•oon  as  their  numbers  and  organization  made  it 
expedient  With  these  colonies  it  was,  from  the  first, 
an  estabUshed  lurinciple  that  all  government  most 
proceed  from  the  people,  be  formed  by  the  j>eople 
and  for  the  people.  Intelligence  and  virtue  were 
regarded  as  its  only  safcgaardSi  All  children 
diODld  earlj  be  instructed  in  lessons  of  obedience 
to  wholesome  law,  in  virtue  as  its  foundation,  and 
in  knowledge  enough  to  make  them  understand 
their  rights  as  citizens  and  how  to  defend  them,  and 
dieir  duties  to  each  otlier  and  how  to  discluirpc 
them.  It  was  establislied  that  self-preservation 
demanded  Aat  the  state  should  insist  that 
the  money  of  the  state,  duly  raised  by  taxation  and 
fairly  apportioned,  i^hould  educate  the  children  of 
the  state.  To  this  principle  ihen  was  fare  dissent 
The  crowning  gloiy  of  New  Eoglaiid^  giving  its  sons 
everywhere  prosperi^,  influcttoe  and  power,  comes 
from  its  free  schools; 

TytMuay  was  afiatd  of  intelligence  among  the 
people.  In  sonic  colonies,  as  in  Virginia,  free 
schools  and  a  consequent  free  press  were  openly 
opposed.  In  New  York,  govemon  addom  dared 
upon  oi)p<>siiion;  biK  the  achools  wcN  d^ndsd  bjr 
indifferenoe  and  neglect. 

BOTCH  CObOMtAL  nUODL 

Tlic  men  who  held  public  trusts  during  the 
Dutch  colonial  period,  such  as  Directors,  Vice- 
Directors,  and  officera  under  the  Buroons,  received 
their  education  in  Holland.  This  was  true,  also, 
of  the  few  clert,'y  am!  other  men  of  the  literary 
professioiui  of  law,  medicine  and  teaching.  During 
the  Englidi  colonial  period,  at  Ifast  the  same  dass  of 
men  c  ame  over,  educated  In  the  F.nijH.sli  schools. 
They  belonged  to  the  aristocntic  or  wealthy  cIuhscs. 
As  a  rule,  they  all  regarded  the  laboring  chisses  as 
bom  to  toil  and  ser\itude,  having  little  time  for 
anything  but  drudgcr)',  and  little  need  of  knowing 
anything  else.  One  of  the  governors  tx>ldiy 
declared  Hm  all  the  common  people  needed  to 


know  was  bow  10  cam  mooejr  to  pay  their 

taxes. 

In  the  Charter  of  Freedoms  and  Exemptioos 

granted  by  the  West  Indto  Company  to  all  patroons, 
masters,  or  private  persons  who  "  will  plant  col- 
onies in  New  NclheHands,"  under  date  of  June  7, 
16S9,  ocean  ttwibllowfaig: 

"XXVII.  The  PatrrHms  and  Colonists  in  par- 
ticular, and  in  the  speediest  manner,  must  endeavor 
to  find  oat  ways  and  means  whereby  they  may 
supply  a  minister  and  schoolmaster,  that  thus  the 
service  of  God  and  zeal  for  religion  may  not  grow 
cool  and  be  nc>glectcd  among  them,  and  they  dmll, 
for  the  first,  procnre  a  comlbfter  of  Ae  akk 

there. " 

In  the  new  project  of  freedoms  and  exemptions 
made  in  1630^  the  same  condition  was  re-enacted 

in  terms  as  follows: 

"The  patroons  shall,  a'so,  particularly  exert 
ihcnuclvcs  to  find  speedy  means  to  maintain  a 
deigyman  and  schoolmaster,  in  order  that  Divine 
Service  and  zeal  for  religion  may  be  planted  in  that 
country,  and  send,  at  first,  a  comforter  of  the 
sick  thither." 

In  the  articles  and  conditions  drawn  up  and 
published  by  the  Chamber  of  Amsterdam,  in  i6j8, 
for  the  colonization  and  trade  of  New  Netherlands^ 
under  the  West  India  Company,  appears  the  fol- 
lowing: "  Kach  householder  and  inhabitant  shall 
bear  such  tax  and  public  charge  as  shall  hereafter 
be  considered  proper  for  the  maintenance  of 
clergymen  and  comforters  of  the  sick,  schixd- 
masters,  and  such  like  neceasaiy  officers;  and  the 
Director  and  Council  there  shall  be  written  to 
touching  the  form  hereof,  in  order,  on  rcceimg 
further  information  thereupon,  it  bt  tendered  the 
least  onerous  and  vexatious." 

It  is  here  to  be  noted  that  die  comforter  of  the 
sick  and  the  schoolmaster  were  usually  united  in 
the  same  person;  that  be  was  first  to  wait  00  the 
sick  and  lender  other  service  as  helper  to  the 
clerg)-man;  and  that  care  of  the  boys  and  teach- 
ing them  was  only  occasional,  and  directed  mostly 
to  religious  catechisms  and  a  little  reading  and 
spdling,  with  much  moral  and  pbjnical  disciptoe. 
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A  ncant  intdl^ent  writer  obMnm:   "  Religion 

was  the  leading  idea  in  Dutch  teaching.  I  have 
Been  a  Dutch  Primer,  or  A  B  C  Book,  as  it  is 
called  (Anuterdam),  rimflar  to  oar  Nem  Et^tmi 
Praur.  It  has  a  h\ri.:i:  i  '  ■  r  on  one  page,  and  a 
picture  of  a  Dutch  school  on  thf  inln-r.  Tliu 
uiaiitcr  has  a  cap  on  his  liead  and  a  buncti  ol  twigs 
inbia  hand.  The  daw  stands  befove  hhn  and 
other  boys  are  seatetl  at  their  (irsks.  After  a  verj- 
little  spelling,  succeeds  the  L^ord's^  Prayer,  Creed, 
Decalogue,  Morning  and  Evening  Prayer,  Grace 
before  and  after  neat  'I'he  instruction  is  al- 
together religious,  which  feature  (I  suppose)  is 
retained  in  our  CathoUc  schools  to  this  day.  The 
Englisb  EpiacopaliaiM  also  had  their  Itincr, 
corresponding  to  the  Dutch  and  New  England 
Primers." 

Adam  Rodantsen,  previonily  a  schoolmaster  in 

New  Amsterdam,  came  to  Renssclacrwyck  as  a 
settler  in  1639.  From  all  that  has  been  learned, 
he  appears  to  have  been  the  first  schoolmaster  at 
New  Amsterdam  from  1638  to  163^  He  appeara 
in  several  law  suits  from  1638  tO  1653.  We  hear 
of  him  last  in  Manhattan. 

We  are  Sony  to  ited  diat  his  cbamcter  was  one  of 
great  rashness  and  imprudence;  that  he  was  easily 
provoked  and  frequently  engaged  in  quarreU  and 
lawsuits  with  his  neighbors.  In  one  of  these  he 
was  found  guilty  of  adultery  and  sentenced  to  be 
publicly  (lodged.  Indeed,  the  character  of  the 
early  clergy  and  schoolmasters  was  of^en  such  as 
10  be  aacandal  to  *<tbe  Divine  Service"  and  to  the 
service  of  educatint^  the  children. 

Dr.  O'Callagban  well  says:  The  state  of 
morals  in  New  Amsterdam  was,  at  this  period 
(1638),  by  no  means  healthy,  owing  as  well  to  the 
dcMription  of  persons  which  trade  brought  thither, 
as  to  the  absence,  in  a  great  part,  of  an  agricultural 
population.  This  remark  applies  as  well  to  Bever- 
wyck,  and  to  other  years  th  ui  163*. 

The  mass  of  the  people  who  came  to  New 
Nedwilands  were  unable  to  read  or  write.  Most  of 
them  were  indifferent  to  the  matter.  Hence, 
schools,  when  opened,  were  kept  irrcjjnlarly,  by  ill-  ■ 
qualilied  and  unprincipled  men,  and  as  a  temporary 
servioek 

ITie  better  educated  and  more  prosperous  spoke 
and  wrote  of  the  importance  of  good  school- 
masters. Bat  Ae  money  and  effioit  necessary  to 
secure  them  were  seldom  given.  These  were 
needed  in  the  interests  of  trade. 

That  a  school  was  needed  and  in  contemplation 
in  Beveiwyck  as  eaiijas  1643,  it  made  manifest 
by  a  letter  of  the  worthy  Aren<tt  Yan  Curler  to  die 

M 


potrooo.  But  we  Ibid  no  evidence  that  this  "  con- 
templation" resulted  in  .ution.  Indeed,  vcr>'  little 
is  said  about  schoolmasters  or  schools  in  Rcns- 
selaerwyck  or  Beveiwyck  daring  tbjc  whole  Dutch 

period. 

A  schooliii.i'stcr.  in  i'''44,  wlt;  estimated  at  one- 
fourth  the  value  ol  a  cierKynian,  or  thirty  tlorins 
per  mondi,  Aiding  his  own  mtioas.   In  1661,  his 

pay  had  advninccd  to  ciu:htcen  guiliicrs  per  month 
and  board-wages.  It  may  have  been  all  he  was 
worth. 

The  commonalty  were  required  to  have  the  youth 
instructed  by  good  schoolmasters,  liut  the  require- 
ment was  seldom  enforced.  The  common  people 
wen  poor;  die  government  had  matters  to  see  to  of 
more  personal  intcre^^t.  It  will  be  noticed  that  the 
sdmols  were  not  free  so  long  as  the  patroons  were 
required  to  pay  for  them. 

The  schoolmaster  of  that  early  day  "acted  many 
parts."  He  was  expected  to  b«  especially  helpful 
to  the  minister  and  the  church  out  of  school  aswell 
as  in.  It  was  his  duty  to  "promote  religions 
worship,"  to  "  reail  the  word  of  God  "  at  tlie  open- 
ing of  service,  and  sometimes  to  "exhort  the 
peofde."  He  was  a*' consoler  of  the  sick."  He 
attended  the  consistory.  He  was  church  clerk, 
sexton,  bell-ringer  and  grave-digger,  and  usually 
served  as  fomingcr,  precentor  or  diorilter.  A 
very  useful  man  he  might  be;  but  how  mndi  of  a 
teacher  ci  mid  he  be ! 

"A  cuiufurlcr  of  the  sick  who  could  also  act  as 
Bchoolniaster.''   "A  precentor,  who  could  also 
j  act  as  schoolmaster."  QUA  documents  often  use 
these  expressions. 

The  historian  of  the  town  of  Flatbush  writes: 

"Firam  the  Mcords  of  tibe  town,  it  appcais  that  tbe 

Khcxilmaitcr  acted  as  town  clerk,  and  as  the  rates  of 
tuition  were  low,  previously  to  the  American  revolution, 
the  ofiicet  of  acxton  .in  !  "  fun  >iin.;ir,"'  or  tli  irislei  of  the 
ehunh,  were  coafcrml  upoii  him,  with  a  view  to  incrcaic 
his  emoluments.  He  received  all  interment  tgta  for  infants 
and  adulta,  accwdipg  to  a  Kale  of  wtaMMwd  pfkea,  and 
Cor  hb  lervlbes  u  eborbter  be  was  paid  aa  nunial  nlaiy 

by  the  consistory  of  the  church.  The  chorister,  in  addi- 
tion to  his  duty  ui  taking  the  lead  in  sctUng  and  singing  the 
IViltn^  and  Hymns,  was  also  Kqabedtoiiag  thebdifor 
all  public  lernca,  to  icaid  the  commaodawali  at  the  earn, 
meaceiaent  of  the  mornliiK  worship,  and  the  Apostles* 
Creed  in  the  aftcrin  !•.;).  '1  lit  sc  latter  s^Tviecs  wcrv  all 
performed  in  the  Dutch  Un^-uagc,  and  uniformly  continued 
to  until  about  Uic  ycir  i7i>o,  at  the  time  when  Mr.  Gabrid 
Elli'on,  thL'  first  English  Khoolmaslcr,  left  the  village." 

Klatbush  ilitl  not  differ  much  from  other  settle- 
menu  of  those  days. 

It  is  deemed  wordqr  of  note  hf  an  observer  in 
i647»  diat  acoUcse  had  been  founded  In  Massachu- 


Digitized  by  Google 


UISTORr  OF  THE  COUNTV  OF  ALBANV. 


setts  some  ten  jrears  before;  but  little  or  no  efforts 
had  been  made  by  the  authorities  of  New  Nether- 
lands to  establish  even  a  primary  school  in  any  part 
offhecoantrr.  It  mm  amertei  tet  *'the  touIIi  is 
spoiled,"  and  needed  a  school  that  they  might  be 
"kepi  out  of  the  street "  and  "  imder  atria  subor- 
dination." Grog-shops  and  faoma  wfaert  lobiioco 
and  beer  could  be  had  were  plenty.  Th^  vere 
sometimes  kept  by  discouraged  schoolmasters. 

In  the  remonstrance  against  the  management  uf 
the  West  India  Company,  made  by  Adrien  Van- 
der  Donck  and  others,  claiming  to  represent  the 
people  of  New  Netherlands,  and  addressed  to  the 
Lords  States  General,  in  J649,  oocim  the  follow- 
ing: "  Tlierc  ought  to  be,  also,  a  public  school, 
provide!  1  with  two  good  teachers,  so  that  the  youth 
in  so  wild  a  country,  where  there  are  so  many 
diasohtte  people,  majr,  liist  of  all,  be  histracted 
and  indoctrinated,  not  only  in  reading  and  writ- 
ing, bat  also  in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  Now  the 
school  is  Itept  very  inegalarly,  by  this  one  or  that, 
aoooidiBg  to. his  Ancj,  as  long  as  be  tfiinlcs 

proper. " 

In  bis  reply  to  this  remonstrance,  in  the  same  year, 
Secrelarjr  VanTieDhovcn,  in  behalf  ofthe  Directoi^ 

General,  admits  that  the  new  school-house  has  not 
been  built,  and  that  "  there  is  no  Latin  school  or 
Academy;"  bat  daims  that  a  phtce  has  been 
selected  for  the  school  of  Jan  ComdiaseQ,  while 
other  schools,  em jugh  for  "  the  circumstances  of 
the  counlr)-,"  are  kept  by  "other  teachers"  in 
*' hired  hooaesL"  Bat  little  credit  can  be  ghrnn  to 
any  statements  made  by  this  corrupt  man  and  ser- 
vile tool  of  the  West  India  Company.  His  history 
shows  htm  to  have  been  most  conopt  in  morals 
and  false  to  every  trust 

Later,  the  remonstrants,  complaining  of  the 
neglect  of  the  interests  of  New  Amsterdam  by  "the 
Company"  and  its  Director,  say:  "The  plate  has 
been  for  a  long  time  pa.ssed  around  for  a  common 
school,  which  has  been  built  with  words;  for  as  yet 
the  fint  stone  is  not  bid.  Some  maierials  onfy 
have  been  provided.  However,  the  money  given 
for  the  purpose  hath  all  disappeared  and  is  mostly 
spent,  so  that  it  fiills  somewhat  short;  and  nothing 
permanent  has,  as  yet,  been  effected  for  this  pur- 
pose." This  complaint  was  made  in  1650.  Its 
Statements,  no  doubt,  represent  the  true  state  of 
matters  in  regard  to  edacatingtbe  common  people 
of  New  Netherlands  during  the  Dutch  colonial 
period.  It  is  true  that  the  ' '  Dutch, '  as  firoadhead 
tells  n%  "were  embiendy  a  diaritable,  well-edn- 
GOtedf  moral  people."  Holland  had  eminent 
sdiolais  and  edaoued  and  pious  ministas;  bat 


Acf  did  not  often  coase  to  New  Netherlands  in  the 

seventeenth  centuri-,  with  the  West  India  Company 
traders  or  the  patroons.  That  the  traders  of  "  the 
Company"  or  the  mefthonts  of  Amsterdam  gave 
themselves  much  trouble,  beyond  a  few  words, 
about  the  schooling,  of  their  coontiymen  and  their 
children  hi  the  Valley  of  the  Hudson,  does  not 
appear  in  history.  In  the  inlaMd  speeches  and 
writings  of  some  ill-advised  orators  and  writers  of 
more  recent  times  only,  do  we  read  erroneous  slale- 
mcnts  on  this  sabject  HiMocy  shoald  be  inie^  to 
he  valuable.  The  best  principles  of  Holhmd 
patriots,  scholars  end  Christians  did  not  shine  forth 
in  the  repNsentatives  of  the  West  India  Company 
who  came  to  early  New  Netherlands  as  agents  and 
traders.  Tt  is  false  to  history  to  color  them  aa 
scholarii,  philanthropists  and  saints. 

The  kcal  aadmiities  were  sometimes  earnestly 
Ixsought  to  provide  the  inhabitants  with  a  [>ro{3er 
schoolmaster.  ' '  I'erceiving  bow  necessary  such  a 
ix:r9on  was  to  dm  establirimient  of  a  weU-cooeti- 
tuted  republic,"  a  committee  was  appointed  to 
build  a  school-house  and  to  collect  funds  for 
defraying  whatever  expenses  might  be  incurred. 
Andries  |Hise  vaa  mppobMli  to  fake  cho^  tt  this 
institution  in  the  course  of  the  following  year,  and 
received  a  present,  on  entering  upon  the  discbarge 
of  his  datiea,  of  $sa  TUs  was  at  Beverwyck  in 
1650:  but  Ms  aerviGeB  qipear  to  have  been  of  draft 

duration. 

Rev.  Gideon  Schaet^j,  who  was  "  called  as  min- 
islsr  to  Rsnndacrwydt "  in  165s,  and  wsa  ate» 
\v ml  at  the  request  of  the  inhabitants  of  Fort 
Urangc  and  lieverwyck,  minister  of  the  latter 
place,  was  directed  to  teadi,  also,  the  Gate* 
chism  there,  and  instruct  the  pec^Ie  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  to  pay  attention  to  the  office  of 
schoolmaster  for  the  old  and  young."  Hiatoiy  is 
tOsnt  in  legsrd  to  bis  service  as  a  achootanasler. 
His  ministerial  service  was  a  turlmlent  one  enoui^ 

About  1656,  the  Holland  City  of  Amsterdam 
oAcred  certain  conditions  to  emigrants  to  New 
Netherlands,  which  were  submitted  to  theDinclin 
of  the  West  India  Company,  and  received  dicir 
appro\ul.   These  are  found  among  them: 

"  7.  Said  dty  shall  caase  to  be  erected  about  die 
market,  or  in  a  more  convenient  place,  a  public 
building  for  Divine  Service :  i/em,  also,  a  bouse  for 
a  school,  which  can  hkesdse  be  oocapied  by  dm 
person  who  will  hereafter  be  sexton,  psalmscttcr 
and  schoolmaster ;  the  tiXj  diall,  besidet^  have  a 
house  bailt  for  the  minister. 

"  8.  The  city  aforesaid  shall  provisionally  provide 
and  pay  the  salary  of  a  minister  and  scboofaBaster, 
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uleHi  thdr  High  Mightiiieam  or  tfae  Company 
think  otbenrise. " 

The  cities  did  not  like  tn  pay  taxes;  and  "the 
Qtmpany"  and  "  iheir  iligh  Migblincsses " 
OMMllf  tboaght  "  othenriae. "  These  indnoeoieiits 
to  emigration  remained  on  paper. 

After  giving  an  extended  account  of  the  wretched 
oQodhioii  of  the  dnurcbes  throaf^raat  the  oolonjr 
in  1656,  Dr.  O'Callaghan  truly  remaritt:  **Bm1 
as  it  was  with  the  churches,  it  was  worse  as 
regards  schools;  not  one  of  all  these  places, 
whether  Dutch  or  Englisb.  bad  a  KhooloMiter, 
except  the  Manhetfn^  IkiMwjfck  and  Fort 
Cassimer." 

We  can  prodnce  do  ■tnmger  testimony  in  regard 
to  the  atate  of  popular  education  in  the  colony  of 
New  Nethertanda,  even  toward  the  Utter  part  of 
ita  eulence,  than  what  follows.  These  clergy- 
men had  spent  some  years  in  the  oolooy,  the 
former  as  the  first  spiritual  guide  sent  out  tn  Rcns- 
sclacrwyck  by  the  patroon,  and  the  latter  as  the 
minister  of  New  Amatetdam. 

Revs.  John  Hegapolensis  and  Samuel  Drisius 
write,  in  1657,  after  making  some  statements  in 
regard  to  the  charchea  in  the  province,  that  "  It 
is  to  be  added  that  (to  our  knowledge)  not  one  in 
all  these  places,  whether  Dutch  or  English  Villages, 
hath  a  schoolmaster,  except  Manhattans,  Bever- 
wyck,  and  now  out,  also^  at  Fort  Gsssfaner  on  South 
Ri\er:  ain!  !!)■  >ii[,'h  sumc  jarcnts  would  give  their 
children  some  instruction,  yet  they  experience 
much  diflSculty,  and  nothing  else  can  be  expected 
that)  a  ruined  youth  and  a  bewilderment  of  men's 
minds.  Scarcely  any  means  can  be  seen  to  remedy 
this  evil:  First,  because  some  villages  are  only  in 
dieir  fiiat  cstabliahaaents,  and  whilst  people  come 
naked  and  poor  frotti  Holland,  they  have  not 
means  to  provide  a  minister  and  schoolmaster; 
Second,  becaase  there  are  few  qualiied  penona  in 
this  country  who  can  or  will  teach." 

However  much  Stuyvesant  may  have  valued 
teaming,  and  seen  the  need  of  it  among  the  com- 
mon people,  and  made  promises*  be  subordinated 
everything  to  the  immediate  interests  of  the  West 
India  Company,  whose  servant  he  was;  and  spent 
revenues  and  time  fredy  for  garrisons  and  far 
military  excursions  to  extend  and  preserve  their 
territorial  and  mercantile  advantage  against  the 
Swedes,  the  English,  the  French  and  the  Indians. 
He  had  no  money  for  sdioola.  He  got 
up  collections  which  were  never  used  for  tlic 
purpose;  be  suggested  the  outhouses  of  thegovem- 
mentboildingaasgood  enough  ptacea  for  comntoo 
schools;  and  saffBftd  intemperMe,  illiteraie  and 


vicious  schoobnasteia  to  have  cbaige  of  them. 

Schools  on  paper  were  often  referred  to  by  the 
public  officials;  and  school-rooms  in  out-oT-the- 
way  places,  with  lack  of  proper  provisions  for  seat- 
ing^ lifi^bt  and  warmd),  were  rented  when  not 
needed  for  any  other  imrposc,  so  long  as  the 
schoolmaster  saw  fit  to  occupy  the  gloomy  places. 
The  derg)'  were  poorly  enough  paid,  unless  diey 
became  fovoritcs  of  the  gDvemmeut  or  entered  into 
land  speculations;  but  public  schoolmasters,  as 
well  as  official  "  dog-whippers,"  often  failed  to 
receive  for  their  menial  scri'ice  even  the  salaiy  or 
tuition  proniiseil.  They  usually  secured  some 
more  desirable  place  as  soon  as  possible.  Some 
turned  to  tiad^  othera  to  tavein^eeping,  and  not 
a  few  became  servitonB  in  some  capaci^  imdcr  the 
government. 

Whatever  the  schoola  were  during  the  latter  part 
of  the  Dutch  colutiial  period  was  largdy  due  to 
the  clergy  of  tlic  villages,  most  of  wlioin  seem  to 
have  been  educated  iu  Holland,  England,  or  New 
Eagtand  before  they  came  here.   They  and  the 

leading  officers  of  the  government  and  some  of 
their  agents  were  usually  men  of  diligence  and  obsei^ 
vation,  and  learned  fbr  fhoae  dmes,  Gov.  Sttgrvr- 
sant  employed  a  private  tutor,  thus  showing  hia 
esteem  for  learning  and  liis  lack  of  confidence 
in  the  other  schools  of  New  Amsterdam. 

The  first  Latin  high  school  of  die  provfaioe, 
taught  l)y  one  Dr.  Curtins,  was  established  in  i'>59, 
in  New  Amsterdam,  and  patronized  chiefly  by 
dw  aristociatic  classes.  It  soon  came  into  trouble 
on  account  of  the  peculiar  notions  of  some  of  the 
parents  and  the  lack  of  firm  and  independent 
government  on  the  part  of  the  learned  school- 
aaaslBr.  His  pupila**  beat  eadiodMr  and  tore  the 
clothes  from  cadi  other's  backa^*  uMle  "  some  of 
the  parents  forbade  him  punishing  their  children." 
Dr.  C  returned  to  Holland  in  disgust,  and  Rev. 
Mr.  Luyck,  private  tutor  to  the  sons  of  Mr.  Stuyve- 
sant, succeeded  him.  Students  came  to  him  from 
other  villages,  and  even  from  the  colonies  of 
Delaware  and  ^^rginia,  to  acquire  a  classical  edu- 
cation. In  1663,  there  were  two  pupils  from  Kort 
Orange,  and  we  may  believe  there  were  others  from 
its  vicinity.  Previous  to  this,  die  nearest  Latfai 
school  was  in  Boston.  Wc  hear  no  more  of  Dr. 
Luyck  and  his  school  after  1664. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  public  education  in 
New  Amsterdam,  in  Beverwyck,and  places  adjacent 
down  to  tlie  close  of  the  adminisiraiion  of  Peter 
Stuyvesant,  in  1664,  as  shown  by  the  best  docu- 
mentary and  other  evidence  that  has  come  down 
tons. 
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nwcATnm  n  bhoush  oouMtuL  mnr  tou. 

In  the  office  of  the  Sectetaiy  of  State  Is  firandtbe 
Ibllowiog  license : 

Whhuu^  dM  teadiingaf  the  English  toague  kneccs- 
wry  tn  tbb  goveimiient ;  1  Imtc.  thcrelbre,  thao^ht  (itt  to 

give  I-ict-nsc  to  J,>hn  Stiutli  tol.  ..  th,  Fiii^li-.!i  SrlnH>lin;i^lrr 
St  Alluny  ;  Ami,  ui>on  loiiiJition  tliat  the  siiil  John  Shulte 
shall  not  demand  any  more  wagt-s  from  each  SchuUar  than 
b  givca  by  tbe  Dutch  to  thdr  Dutch  SchoohnaatcrsI  have 
farthcf  gnuited  to  the  aid  John  Shutte  that  IweihsU  bee 
Iheana^r  Knv;lish  Sch.>()lina^tir  at  Allanjr. 

GnOI  under  my  hand,  at  Fort  Jamt-s,  in  New  York,  thc 
Mdi  day  of  OcMber,  iMf. 

An  order  for  Jan  jcunans  lilccckcr  [Beccker,  or 
Becker]  to  be  achoolmaeter  at  Albany,  granted 

by^Gov.  Li^velace,  reads: 

WmaiAS,  JaaJeuriaiH  liei-ckcr  had  a  Graunt  to  keep  ye 
Dutch  Khoo)  et  Albany  fur  yu  tt'.iching  of  youth  to  read  ft 
to  '.sr  vtr  yi  -.s  liit  h  wa'i  nllimr.l  iti.)  1 1 mfirn.i  .1  to  him  by 
my  prtditcssof  t  oll,  Richard  NicolU.  NoSxsitlistanding 
which  Kvcrall  others  not  to  Okpebie  do  undertake  yc  like 
■oow  pcrtknUi  ^nnetft  teasoasof  ye  ycwe  when  Ibcy  have 
no  other  Tmployioent,  where  by  ye  Sdwlhw  leintw iitg  from 

'Mil'  Schoilr.-  til  .-nmtl-.i-r  do  ni>t  onely  give  a  j;ri:il  di-cotir- 
.»j;eiiK-nt  to  m  iii.iistor  who  make!)  it  his  buuttcssc  all  yc 
yean-  but  aKo  ii  r  hindMd  ft  become  yc  u)orc  backwards  in 
there  learning  Oor  ye  leuoaa  aCoreiaid  1  have  thought  fitt 
tiat  yc  Hid  Xn  Jnriant  Beecker  who  tscsteemed  very  capa- 
ble that  way  shall  Jx-  ye  alli.mcd  >eh'Kilnia-ler  tor  ye  iii-trurt- 
ing  of  yc  youth  at  Alliany  A;  i>arti-!> adjacent  he  iollouing  ye 
said  Iiiiployment  Constantly  &  diligently  &.  that  no  other  be 
admitted  to  interrupt  him.  It  beioK  to  be  prcaumed  that  yc 
Mid  Beecker  fiir  ye  youth  ft  Jacob  Jooctca  wiw  ii  aSowcd 
of  for  yc  teaching  of  y«  yoongcr  diildiCD  are  MlBcieat  for 

that  place. 

(  '■ivxi  under  my  hand  atflbrtjancc  itt  New  YoiIk  this 
l6ih  day  o(  May,  167OL 

Fkancis  Lovxlack. 

IVo£  Jonathan  Pearson  is  uiiliority  for  the  item 
following:  "On  the4tli  of  April,  1676,  Gerril  Swartt, 
Jan  Becker  and  Arien  Appcl  were  chosen  school- 
mastera  of  Albany.  They  weie  then  to  be  the  sole 
schoolmasters  <>f  the  villaire  ;  hut  s!iortI\-  after,  the 
same  year,  Luykas  Gerritj>e  [WyngaardJ  was  als<> 
appointed  schoolmaster,  becaose  be  was  impotent 
in  his  hand." 

Gcrrit  Swartt  had  held  the  office  of  Sheriff  of 
Renssekerwyck  from  1668  to  1673.  Out  of  poli- 
tics, be  took  up  teaching.  Ikcker  was  an  inhabi- 
tant of  Fort  Cassinv  r  .  n  tlic  Delaware  River,  in 
1656,  and  church  clerk  litcre  ;  in  1660  he  read  ser- 
mons on  Sanday  at  Altoona,  and  was  keeping  tav- 
ern. He  was  soon  after contricted  of  selling  liquor 
to  the  Indians,  in  violadon  of  law,  and  fined  500 
guilders  for  the  offense.  For  this  he  wa^  pardoned, 
because  he  was  no  worse  llian  many  oilicrs.  We 
nott  find  him  petitioning  fur  a  clerkship  under 


"the  Company,"  at  Esopos,  or  anywhere  dae,  be> 
cansshe  had  lost  in  kccpini  :  in.  and  became 
poor  and  nee<ly,  antl  finally  begged  that  he  might 
"be  permitted  to  keep  school  to  instruct  the  youth 
in  reading  and  writii^*'  if  he  coald  get  no  otiier 
p<isition.  It  .seems  that  he  got  a  school  at  Kever- 
wyck,  and  was  confirmed  "  to  keep  ye  Dutch  School 
at  Albany"  by  Got.  Nieolls,  and  afterward  by  Gov. 
Lovelace.  In  1663  he  had  his  home  at  Greenhush, 
tmd  was  notary  public  as  well  as  schoolmajiter  at 
Beverwyck,  and  was  esteemed  "  very  capable  that 
way,  whilst  Jacob  Jooste  Covelens  was  allowed  fat 
teaching  the  younger  chiltlren."  He  finally  re- 
moved to  Albany;  was  alderman,  1690-93,  and 
died  aboat  1697.  Appd  came  from  Lqrden;  had 
a  l  it  at  Roverwyck  in  1654,  conditioned  that  he 
build  a  house  to  be  used  as  an  iim  for  travelers  and 
not  an  ordinary'  tippling  house.  Two  yeais  later 
he  sued  his  truckman  for  the  loss  of  an  anker  of 
brandy  ;  and  after  residing  awhile  at  New  Amster- 
dam, became  one  uf  the  four  schoolmasters  of  Al- 
bany, from  1676  to  1686.  Wyngaard  became  a 
luiker  and  occupied  the  south  corner  of  Proadway 
and  State  street  as  a  shop  in  1715.  Such  were 
some  of  the  early  scfaoolaMisten  of  Albany  Comity. 
As  the  teacher,  so  is  the  school.  As  the  school,  so 
are  the  people  who  sustain  it  No  further  comment 
is  necessary. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  SO  few  anthenlic  ncofda 

are  in  existence  t'ltiching  the  edtuatiiina!  efforts 
made  by  the  body  of  the  learned  clergy  of  Reformed 
Dutch  Church  in  America.  That  they  were  earnest 
and  as  effective  as  the  dmes  allowed  is  undoubted. 

We  give  the  following  Articles  of  .\greement  made 
between  tiie  consistory  of  tfic  church  and  magis- 
tralea  of  Fiatbudi,  on  tfm  one  aide,  and  Johannes 
Van  Eckkelcn,  accepted  schoolmaster  and  chori.stcr, 
on  the  other,  in  October,  1683,  as  a  sample  of 
what  was  expected  of  the  si^oolmasten  of  aooycaas 
ago  in  provincial  New  York.  Eckkden  ma  a 
young  man  from  New  All>any: 

School  Servic«,— I.  The  school  shall  Ixgin  at  eight 
o'clock,  and  go  out  at  eleven  ;  and,  in  the  atU-moun  ihall 
bcgiiiat«aeo'ckKlt.aiid«ndttfauw  ThcbellihaU  berang 
when  die  sdwol  eoauMUcea. 

II.  When  the  ^  lui-il  In-^iiis  one  ot  the  children  slial!  read 
the  morning  prayer,  as  it  stands  in  the  catechism,  and  close 
»ith  the  pntjrer  before  dinner;  in  the  afterii<H>n  it  shall  be- 
gin with  dw  pmyer  after  dinner,  and  end  with  the  evcaing 
prayer.  The  evening  school  'dull  begin  with  dw  Lord's 
prayer,  and  close  by  singing  a  psalm. 

III.  lie  diall  instruct  the  children  on  every  WedncMlay 
and  Saturday  in  the  common  prayers,  and  the  questions  and 
aaswen  ia  the  calechieni,  to  enatiie  them  to  repeat  tiKm  tlie 
bettor  00  Sunday  bcdsrc  the  aAui|uqb  ccnrioc,  or  on  Mob* 

^^^^Tj  ^H^i^^l  ^^h^^^  ^^HkU     ^i^^^^lJlcJi  b^^tolPJ  ^^h^^  OOIB^p0l|||ft^^O^^9 
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Upon  aU  mch  ocotinnt,  t)>e  ichnohnwter  thall  be  preaent, 

and  shall  mjairc  the  chiklrcn  to  be  fricwUy  ui  their  appear- 
ancL',  ami  encourage  thrm  to  answer  Ireely  and  distinctly. 

IV.  He  shall  Ix-  retiuin-J  to  keep  his  school  nine  months 
in  moocMkm,  from  September  to  June,  in  each  year,  in  case 
it  iImniU  be  OQadaded  upon  to ittain  Ui  fenrioea  Corn  year 
or  more,  or  without  limitation;  and  be  »hn1l  he  rc<^iiircd  to 
\k  re)(ulated  by  these  artick*s,  aivd  to  [x-rfiirm  the  game  du- 
ties which  his  prttli  cussor,  JanThihaud,  alxive  n.inK-d.  \wi 
required  to  perform.  In  every  particular,  therefore,  he  shall 
be  K<]nlnd  to  keep  iclMid,  iceordkif  to  thii  seven  nonthe 

agreement,  and  shall  always  Ix-  pre*etit  himself. 

CilUKi  II  Skkm  I.  lie  shall  kcx-p  the  church  clean, 
and  ring  tin  U  ll  three  times  before  the  people  aaiemblc  to 
attend  tfac  preaclung  and  catediinL  Abo  bdfan  tfacKrmon 
it  conwnenced,  be  aball  read  a  cbapter  mtl  of  the  Holy 

Scriptures,  and  that  l.  t.M  on  the  second  and  thinl  riri^iin; 
of  the  bell.  Altri  llif  third  ringing  he  shall  read  llic  ten 
commandments,  and  the  twelve  articles  of  our  faith,  and 
tlien  take  the  lead  in  linging.  In  the  afternoon  after  the 
third  ringing  of  the  bcB,  he  ihaQ  read  a  short  chapter,  or 
one  of  the  IVabns  of  David,  as  the  congregation  artr  assem- 
bling, and  licfon"  divine  s*-rvicc  commences,  sh.all  introduce 
it,  by  the  singing;  i-i  .x  I'^alin  or  llylmii. 

II.  When  the  minister  shall  preach  out  of  town,  he  shall 
be  nqiiind  to  read  twice  befssc  the  congfcgatioB«  6mb  Ae 
book  commonly  used  for  that  purpose.  In  the  aftcriKMJn  he 
shall  also  read  a  sermon  on  the  explanation  of  the  catc- 
chi:«in,  according;  tn  tin.-  u^a^;e  .ind  jiraclico  approved  by  the 
minister.  The  children,  as  usual,  shall  recite  their  ques- 
tioos  and  aanreis  out  of  the  catechism,  on  Soaday,  and 
he  ahaH  intnict  tben  thentn.  He,  aa  choilaiier,  shall  not 
be  iw|uifed  to  perfena  tbeae  duties,  whenever  dMnc  srr- 
vici-  sli.ill  K-  performed  in  llatlarids,  as  it  uould  Ix-  un- 
suitable, and  prevent  many  from  atti-ndmg  there. 

III.  For  the  administration  of  Holy  liaptism,  he  shall 
provide  a  basin  with  water,  for  which  he  diaU  be  entitkd 
to  receive  ftom  the  parents;  or  witncsaes,  twcire  styvers. 
He  shall,  at  the  expcn-c  if  the  church,  provide  bR'ad  and 
wine,  for  the  celebration  of  the  1  loly  Supper.  He  shall  be 
In  duty  bound  promptly  to  furnish  the  minister  wtth  the 
aaaae  of  the  child  to  be  baptised,  and  with  the  namca  of 
the  paicnta  and  witneaaes.  And  he  ahall  also  serve  aa  mea. 

>(  nk;cr  for  the  coiisisUiry. 

IV'.  lie  shall  give  the  funeral  invitations,  dig  the  grave, 
and  toll  the  bell,  for  which  service  he  ahaU  receive  far  a  per- 
son of  fifteen  years  and  upwards,  twelve  guilders,  and  for 
one  mdcr  tint  age,  eight  gtdideri.  If  be  alhoald  he  re- 
qniicd  to  give  invitations  licyond  the  limits  of  the  town,  he 
shall  be  entitled  to  three  additional  guilders,  for  the  invita- 
tfon  of  every  other  town,  and  if  he  >hould  be  required  to 
cross  the  river,  and  go  to  New  York,  he  shall  receive  frar 
guilderB. 

School  UoMKY.— He  shall  leceive  from  those  who  attend 
the  day.sehool,  for  a  speller  or  rcailer,  three  guilders  a 
ipiarter,  and  for  a  u  Mri;i.  Niur  ^;iiiMers.  From  those  who 
attend  evening  school,  fur  a  speller  or  reader,  four  guilders, 
and  for  a  writer,  sb  goUdera  siull  be  givea. 

Salary.  In  addition  to  the  aliovc,  his  salary  shall  t<in- 
.si^l  of  tuur  hundred  guilders,  in  grain,  valucil  in  .Sccwant,  I 
to  W  delivered  at  Hrniiklyii  Ferry,  and  for  his  servici-s  from 
( ictuber  to  May,  as  above  staled,  a  sum  of  two  handled  and 
thfatf.feiir  giAlera,  in  the  aaaie  Idnd,  witli  Oe  dwdUng 
boose,  bam,  paatwelDt  and  ncado«%  to  the  acbool  apper- 


tabihig.  The  aane  to  take  effect  Aooi  the  first  dajpofOcto. 

her,  instant. 

I>onc  an<l  agreed  upon  in  Consistory,  under  the  inspec- 
tion of  the  Hononble  CoMlalile  aad  Ov«neei%  the  Mi  of 
October,  1682. 

I  agree  to  dn  above  artidea,  aad  pranlat  to  parfom 
theai  acooidfaig  to  the  best  of  my  ability 

JoHANNrji  Van  Kckkflen. 

In  the  Duicb  period  all  private  sch<K>liiiasterB 
were  required  to  be  dniy  licensed  by  tbe  civil  and 

ecclesiasdcal  auth'Titics.  This  requirement,  in 
soljstance,  was  continued  and  enforced  by  tlic 
EngUsh.  We  quote  as  fbllowt : 

nnTRocnoNS  to  oovntiroR  tongan,  oimr  at  vnriMoii, 

MAS-  20  1  H,  1686. 

38.  Ami  woe  doe  further  direct  that  noe  .Schoolmaatcr  bee 
henceforth  permitted  to  coim  fiwa  Bni|^aBd  ft  to  beep 
school  vrithJn  Our  Province  of  New  York  withoat  tteHcense 
of  the  said  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  ;  and  that  noe  dlier 

person  now  there  or  that  shall  [■■niu  fjinu  i  ther  parts,  bee 
admlttol  to  keep  school  without  your  licence  first  had. 

Similar  iubtructious  weru  given  to  Guv.  Slougbter, 
Januaij  31,  1689 ;  Gov.  Fletcher,  in  1691 ;  to  tbe 

Karl  of  Belli iin  inl,  .\ugust  31,  i''i97,  and  to  {\o\. 
Hunter,  December  a 7,  1709,  except  that  tbe 
Bishop  of  London,  instead  of  the  Ardilnsbop  of 

Canterfiuiy,  w.is  named  in  each  of  thi-sc  ca.se* 
.Siiundnei5s  in  the  beliefs  and  practices  of  the£og^ 
lish  Church  was  especially  required. 
Tbe  Ucensea  to  teacb  scbool  have  generally  been 

issued  "by  the  authority  of  the  Culoni.il  i.rtki.Ts; 
but  we  now  find  one  granted  by  municipal  author- 
ity as  early  aii  January,  1700 : 

Att  a  meeting  of  ye  Mayor,  AUeroMU  and  CwMnOB  CSovn- 
dl  held  to  ye Ot^ Hail  of  Atbaay,  yefljd  of  Jammty 
>f|l 

He  isqaest  of  ComeliB  Bogaidaa  by  ya  moodi  of  Ifr. 

Wilim  de  Meyer  to  be  admitted  a  schoolmaster  for  ye  Citly 
is  taken  into  consideration  and  unanimously  doe  graunt  ye 
same,  as  also  a  ikeeman  of  this  Citty  upon  Us  arrivalL 

On  tbe  sythof  November,  1702,  "AnactJbr 
the  encouragement  of  a  Grammar  Free  SchrK^I 
in  the  City  of  New  York,  "  was  passed  by  tlie  Gen- 
eral Aasembty  of  tbe  province.  This  is  believed 
to  be  the  first  Ictrislativc  act  for  the  encouragement 
of  public  education  passed  within  tiie  colony. 
"  One  able,  skiHnll  and  orthodox  person"  was  to 
be  the  sch<M>1ma.ster ;  "youth  and  male  children 
of  French  and  Dutch  extraction,  as  well  as  of  Eng- 
lish," were  to  receive  instrucliun  "in  the  lan- 
guages or  other  learning  nsually  taught  in  Gram- 

nuir  schools,"  and  /'50  annually  were  to  be  paid 
the  said  schoulmaster,  who  was  tu  be  licensed  by 
the  Bishc^  of  London  or  Ac  Governor  of  the 
province,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Com- 
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Bum  Coondl  of  New  York  Ciijr.   Loid  Coraboiy 

gave  his  official  appro\'al  to  the  act,  but  it  is  not  in 
evidence  that  he  took  any  interest  io  the  sclnxd. 
Under  date  of  April  25,  1704.  he  Uoenied  George 
Muirson  to  teach  EngUih,  Latin,  Gre^  writing 
and  arithmetic,  and  gave  an  order  for  the  paj'ment 
of  his  half-yearly  salary,  October  ao,  1704.  Soon 
after  thea^odlBiaatHrkftfiirEag^d  and  Andrew 
Clarke  was  licensed  as  liis  successor  several  months 
later.  But  that  he  ever  taught  does  not  ap|)ear. 
The  act  Kmited  the  adiool  to  aeven  years,  and  we 
hear  no  more  of  it  It  seems  to  have  failed  of  suc- 
oeaa.  Nor  is  it  worthy  of  mention,  except  as  one 
step,  however  faltering,  on  the  part  of  the  people, 
to  secure  benefits  for  themselves  and  their  ^Idren. 

It  is,  also,  an  intcrc-tinij  f:ii  (  in  ^ur  li)-'.>n'  to  put 
on  lecord  that  John  Abeel,  nieoibcrul  the  tieneral 
AaacnUjr  htm.  ASbaaj  Gonitf  (170S-04),  was  one 
of  the  comtnitlee  tbat  Rported  the  bill  to  tite 
House. 

Combury  was  ever  readj  to  sign  his  name  to 
licenses,  accompanied  bj  featheiy  displays  of 
titles,  because  the  limes  seenicil  to  call  for  s<  hool- 
m asters.  Se>-cral  licenses  were  granted  to  candi- 
dates fcr  Caching  in  towna  on  Long  Isjand,  in 
Westchester,  in  Kingston  and  New  York  cities  dur- 
ing the  administrations  of  Corabury  and  Hunter. 
But  «e  ibd  but  little  said  of  the  schools.  Some  of 
the  teacben  ve  found,  soon  after  the  date  of  their 
licenses,  in  speculative  trade,  in  subordinate  public 
office,  in  brawls  and  lawsuits,  either  as  plaintiffs  or 
defendant^  or  in  taking  clerical  oiden  in  the 
ChnidL  It  is  evident  that  families  of  wealth  and 
poUtieBl  poaitioa  took  but  little  interest  in  public 
schools ;  dieir  tana  went  to  sup|K)rt  them,  and  the 
children  of  At  pOOt  attended  them.  The  poor 
tlicn  bad  no  votes  ;  yet  they  had  a  strength  to 
which  some  respect  must  be  paid.  That  respect 
was  paid  noedjr  in  pronoisea. 

A  Dutch  schoolmaster  seems  U>  have  been  cm- 
ptojed  at  Kinderbook  as  early  at  1703,  as  api>ears 
from  the  Ibnowing  certificate  in  fiivor  of  Mr.  Van 
Kleck  : 

Knmaanooictli*  jD|hNo*aBb.,AiuioDoiBiea  i7«a. 
f n  tb*  fint  yew  of  Oe  Kdpi  of  her  Majnljr  AmiB,  Queen 

of  Enjjlantl,  Scotlantl,  Ireland  anfl  Framp,  Defender  of  the 
Fxith,  We  the  uiMlti^igiicd  iiihaliit.iiUs  uf  KiiKlerliixik 
patent  acknowledge  and  Declare  that  Paulus  van  Vie); 
during  the  wlrak  of  the  time  that  he  haOt  rendod  bm  and 

Church  hath  truly  comportsd  hhaiaif  to  the  GmtOMtnt 

of  our  cungregation. 

YOH  ANNES  VAN  Ai.r.N, 

CoBNRAfr  BotGHuHAkirr, 
AMAit  van  Auanm* 
Zawobt  vam  TAiMir. 


An  eariy  Albany  achortnaater  ins,  psrtapuno 
other  memorial  of  aetvioein  lliia  cafMcitir  than  tlie 

following  : 

At  a  Commnn  Couiicill  hclil  in  yc  Citty  Hall  of  Altany  this 
first  of  May,  1703. 
Evert  lUdtkr  of  tfas  CiXtf  of  Mmaj  makes  his  hoabfe 
appUeatien  to  As  Mi^er,  AHtina  aad  AtMaaes  tohe 

>iri  niittr<l  ;i>  ti-ach  schoolc  in  the  Citty  afbrrnid,  which  n- 
•jiiest  IS  taken  into  oootkieratkm,  and  granted  accord- 
ingly. 

Nearly  twenty  Tears  hiter  we  find  the  following: 

Att  a  Common  Cotmril  held  in  fts  Ciif  UsU  oC  Aliaiqr. Ihs 

8lb  day  uf  Ajiril,  1721. 

Wbevcss  It  Is  vtry  ywmiAe  and  nceemrjr  that  a  filt  and 

al'lc  Sch<Kilmastcr  settle  in  this  dly  f  ir  (■■arhin;;  and  in- 
striictinj;  of  the  ymith  in  snelini;,  rcadiiu;.  writcitiv;  ami  cyf- 
fcrinK,  and  Mr.  Johannis  Glanil<  .rf  Ii  imu^;  ith  r  d  his  ser- 
vice to  Mitle  hoe  and  keep  a  school  if  reaMmably  enooar- 
■Kon  vj  me  eoiporaiioB»  u  ■  msnwatc  iioviifvo 
thi>i  Commonalty,  and  they  do  hereby  oUidgc  tbcmsdres 
and  their  successors  to  give  and  procure  unto  the  »aid 
Johan's  Glaodurf  fre«  hiiuse  rent  for  the  term  «cavfn  ycart 
not  ensnring  Sot  keepiog  a  good  and  comaKndaUc  school 
■sttBditiadaHwit  SAoataMMMr. 

That  a  "diligent  acfaoofanaater^waa  "very  requi- 
site and  nccessar}' "  at  that  time  is  made  patent  by 

this  very  document  of  tlie  Cil)  Fathers. 

It  aflern'ard  appears  that  Mr.  Glandorf  com- 
pUiined  that  the  bouse  assigned  hhn  was  too  small, 
and,  on  his  petition,  the  Common  Council,  on  the 
2 1  St  of  July,  17**,  resolved  to  hire  for  him  a 
larger  boose  at  j^io  per  annum,  to  commence  m 
the  ne.vt  November.  Aftu  tbiaj,  we  hear  no  more 
of  GUndorf  or  his  scliool. 

Passing  over  all  tliese  feeble  efforts  in  tlie  cause 
of  public  education,  it  is  proper  for  us  here  to  nf 
that  no  effort  seems  to  have  •been  ma  le  to  revivi- 
tills  free  school  act  of  1702,  nor  to  make  like  pro- 
viriona  bjr  law  fiw  die  encouragement  of  scboob  of 
any  kind,  for  a  period  of  more  than  30  years  after- 
ward. Nor  do  we  find  any  record  whatever  of 
legislation  in  the  interests  of  primary  education 
during  the  colonial  hiatoiy  of  the  Sute,  nor  until 
after  the  Sute  became  one  of  the  United  States  of 
America. 

The  common  schools,  as  intimated  previomiy, 

gave  little  attention  to  any  except  the  most  common 
branches,  such  as  spelling,  reading,  writing  and  the 
fundamental  rules  of  arithmetic  in  their  simplest  ap- 
plications to  accounts.  Much  attention  WW  given 
to  the  catechisms  and  formulas  of  religion  as  taught 
in  the  dominant  church.  The  I'en  Command- 
ments, Loftfs  Prayer  and  odier  portioos  of  the 
Bible  were  uogitt.  The  Apoaddi'  Creed  was  some- 
times included. 
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Theatadyof  the  mathenatkal  tdenoes  was gen- 
erally rt^ardcil  as  more  important  than  the  studies 
of  nature,  beUca-lettres  and  language.  The  }>ri- 
vaie  achoob  of  the  highest  order  were  expected  to 
teach  aiitbmedc,  algebra,  geometry,  trigonometr)*, 
surveying,  {^aupinf^  and  navipatinn.  Very  litlle  at- 
tenliun  was  given  to  geography  and  the  natural 
•cienoeB.   LHtk  was  koowa  of  dieBB. 

In  the  cities,  some  French,  fancy  work,  dancing, 
formal  religion  and  social  formulas,  with  a 
Htde  English  language  and  litentore,  were  taaght 
ha  one  chus  of  private  schools.  In  another  class, 
boys  were  tauj^ht  something'  of  Ijtin,  Greek 
and  practical  mathematics,  with  grammar  rules  and 
reading;  apelUngand  writing.  The  student  of  an- 
cient ill «.  umcnts  and  reci>r<ls  must  see,  in  the  bad 
penmanship,  miserable  spelling  and  imperfect  or 
barren  aentenoea,  how  little  was  acqnired  in  these 
achools. 

But  the  people  of  that  day  had  much  physical 
activity  and  energ}',  witli  much  keenness  and  acute 
otaKraliaa.  Th^  woe  AiUy  alive  to  the  oppoctn- 
nities  in  their  way.  and  had  ah-nil  all  the  learning 
diat  their  times  and  situation  demanded.  Schools 
and  books  and  teachers  and  a  broader  and  deeper 
mind  culture  were  sleeping  in  afuture,  in  the  dawn- 
ing only  of  which,  we  may  hope,  we  are  now  liv- 
ing. The  world  moves  slowly  ;  but  it  moves.  We 
moat  apeak  charitabtjraa  wdl  aa  truly  of  the  past, 
modestly  of  the  present,  and  hopefully  of  the  future. 

The  venerable  "  Society  for  the  Fropagatioo  of 
the  Gospd-  in  Foreign  Parts,"  inoorponited  hi  the 
year  1701,  sent  many  inis-ionaries  to  this  province 
until  nearly  ttie  period  of  the  Revolution  ;  and,  at 
tlie  suggeiition  of  CoL  Caleb  Heathcote,  furnished 
a  number  of  achoolmasters  for  various  settlements 
of  the  pnnince,  during  a  {>eriod  of  more  than  fifty 
years.  The  following  extracts  from  the  official  his- 
tory and  reports  of  ^  society  more  fittlj  exhibit 
the  facts  on  this  subject. 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  society  was  to  send  to 
the  English  colonies  on  this  continent,  a  mission- 
WPf  to  make  personal  examination.  Tlie  person 
selected  was  the  Rev.  Geor^'c  Keith,  whose  journal 
relative  to  this  tour  is  contained  in  the  "Collections 
of  die  Protestant  l^riscofnl  Socieqr." 

After  Mr.  Keith  catne  over  and  had  made  a  sur- 
vey of  the  field  befiore  him,  he,  in  conjunction  with 
the  Ibw  clcig}'men  Aen  m  the  northern  part  of  the 
cdooy,  made  the  ioOowfaig  statement  hi  November, 

1702  : 

Nkw  ViJkii. — There  arc  ^umc  counties,  five  ol  which  ire 
khsMted  by  Dutch  mnd  thoae  of  Lhitch  extraction,  vu.:  Al- 
taay,  UlMer,  Dutehw^  OnngB  and  Kiag*!  Cohd^, 


wMcJi  the  CThncli  and  Churdi  of  Hbgland  Schools  have  not 

jri-t  Wvn  srttlfit.  fnit  flir  Pn-^rncr  of  the  present  Oovcmorof 
that  t'riivina-,  his  Kxcclli  iu  y  the  Lord  Combury,  lias 
mightily  influenced  many  of  t!if  |Ki>ple  of  the  said  counlias 
to  daiie  that  Churdi  of  Knghnri  Miniiten  and  schoolna^ 
ten  Bay  be  sent  anonpl  then;  partlraiu'ly  Albany  repre. 
scntattvcs  have  desired  hix  I/irdship  th.it  an  English  School 
master  might  be  established  in  tlun  county.  •  •  •  This 
Pruviiice,  though  it  hath  a  great  number  of  inhabitanti^  oould 
never  yet  obtain  a  pabik  kgally  Ectabliibed  ScfaooL 

A  provnion b BMie by bnv for rfx ■brirtEfSt  TiMvisjfel 
no  provision  for  Schoolmaster?  made  by  kw,  Ihongh  by  tb« 
zealous  recommoidatioa  of  the  Lord  Cornbnry  to  the  gen- 
cr-il  .\swmWy,  a  lc>;al  maintenance  is  undoubtedly  cxprctcd, 
and  till  tbea  the  Cborcb  of  Englaod  Schoolmattcr  in  tfac 
tuunty  ofMew  York,  as  Iteiduivfe, wiO  beiepportsd  by Iha 
voluntary  coatrflwtioiit  of  dHse  whow  cUMioi  aielmbuct- 
e<l  >iy  him;  notwithstanding  H  blramMy  eoncet>ed  that  an 
annual  IVnsion  t\;r  ihe  supixirt  and  furthi  r  oiu  unr.T^i  iiitnt 
of  some  Ministers  and  Scboolma&ters  in  |>(>or  I  own*  will  be 
of  great  use  and  aanrfos  to  the  Church. 

No  SdMtdl  hooH  yet  esectod  in  this  rtovinoe. 

In  an  Oese  Couriies  where  die  Chnnft  ii  etbiMiAed  by 

the  I.IW  of  this  IVovincc,  th<;  I'coplc  |.;cnei.illy  .ire  in  ;i  rcadi- 
HCH  to  embrace  the  Doctrines  and  Worship  of  the  Cbuich, 

end  to  BBcosnfe  n«s  SdMMls. 

GoL  Heaihoote  aeema  tohnsn  concehed  a  plan 

for  the  establishment  of  schwils  throug:hout  the 
province  having  written  to  the  SccreUry  of  the 
"Venemble  Sode^,"  tinder  date  of  April  to,  1704, 
aslollowa: 

I  bad  once  formed  a projivlion  for  fixing  schools  in  this 
country  for  the  benefit  of  all  the  youlhs  therein,  in  order  to 
their  being  trained  up,  not  only  in  learning  but  in  theh  lea* 
dcr  years  to  ingraft' them  in  th«  Qmrcb,  but  the  ttona 
which  was  bidy  rated  upon  me  concerning  churdi  af&ir*. 

m.i<lc  luf  I.iy  tlio  thi)U|.;ht  of  if  aside  for  a  while.  Ilowi  vcr, 
if  ( iod  iilcasc'd  to  spare  niy  life  a  little  longer,  I  will,  with 
His  assistance,  set  ItoafMt,  and  bopekwiibehleeeeil  with 

its  desired  effect. 

This  s^xicty  was  very  active,  not  only  in  edu- 
cadng  the  youth  of  the  Chuicli,  bnt  in  furnishing 
opportunity  eveiywhera  in  tlie  province  t  >  j  "  >|ile 
of  every  kind,  e%en  negroes  and  Inilians.  lor  ac- 
quiring the  elements  of  temporal  knowledge  and 
lessons  in  rdigkm  aa  taught  in  catechisww,  hora- 

bo'iVs  and  primers.  Efforts  were  made  to  teach 
the  Motiawks  and  other  Iroquois  tribes  for  many 
years,  bnt  with  little  succeas.  Thdr  wild  and  per- 
verse nature,  their  roving,  restless  life,  were  all 
against  the  missionary  and  the  school  m.a^ter. 
They,  after  several  years  of  faitliful  trial,  "aban- 
doned this  misemble  noe  of  men."  Thb  was  in 
1718.  Some  filteen  years  later,  further  efforts  to 
insuuct  the  Indiana  were  made,  with  belter  success. 

The  following  specimen  qnotatioiis  fiom  die 
society's  annnal  "Abatracts  of  Fkooeedinga"  are 
of  interest  in  this  connection : 
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IV-siiio  tlif  Miisioii.irio*,  there  has  K-eti  u  jjreat  Dciii.ind 
upau  them  for  Catcchists  and  Schoul-Mattcn  to  Itutruct 
not  only  tiw  ScnranU  and  SUves  (who  have  IwittoRiie  Urcd 
aswiilMiittiad  in  the  World)  but  also  the  Chfldren  of  the 
Planters,  etpecblly  the  poorer  sort,  in  Readteg,  WriM'n^', 
and  the  Principle-  the  ChristUn  Religion,  is  Taught  and 
I'rofetted  in  the  Church  of  Kngiand;  Ijut  the-  Narrowness 
«f  their  fund  having  obliged  the  Society  tu  send  but  few  of 
thMCh  ftWorUiy  menter  nf  their  body.  Colond  MmHuoU  of 
Mem  fif*,  ha*  tufKga/tti  an  expedient  of  maintaining  a 
grcul  many  m^ire  Sthool-Mastcrs,  .it  ihi'  i-.i^y  rate  uf  Five  or 
Six  Pounds  /fr  unnum,  which  the  Society  has  most  readily 
embraced,  and  referred  it  to  tlM  Garemor  himarff,  and  the 

Hiaaionariea  of  lint  Province,  te  put  the  pnfMMil  into 
praetiee. 

Mr.  Iltidtfslone,  Schoilm.ister  .it  AVrf  J't/-,  tcaclies  fifty 
(joor  diildren  on  the  .S>cii  ty's  Itounty  to  read  ajid  write, 
and  imlnMli  tliem  in  the  Church  Catechism,  many  of  which 
aie  now  fit  lor  any  Trade;  and  as  tiiey  go  oC^  liis  number  it 
ahrays  kept  up,  poor  People  daily  coming  to  tee  K  dwre  b 
,uiy  vacaiKv  in  .i.imii  tht  ii  Children, bting  not  able  diem- 
M.lvc>  to  pay  for  their  Ltarning. 

The  Sode^  alio  liavc  received  an  Account  fr>>m  Mr. 
PtMfy^  in  I73i-J3»  Schooiroaiter  at  Albwngft  in  the  Province 
of  Ntw  York,  That  Iw  hadi  htely  imtnicied  S  negroes, 
vis.  '  fi  A  lu's-  iivl  2  Children,  wh"  h.ive  been  baptized  by 
the  Rcvcriinl  .Mr.  .l/.Vw,  the  Society's  Missionary  at  .Itfiatiy. 

Mr.  \jxcn,  :hL-  Scho<jliiiaster,  writes  from  Nnv  York, 
Ai^utt  (>,  I7j8»  That  be  hath  upward*  of  fifty  poor  Chil- 
dioi*  wlMMi  he  teachM  to  rad,  write  ud  cypher  opoa  the 
SfodixtjH  Charity;  and  brings  to  7HM^  Ckmtk,QaWtdii*t- 
days,  FHdays  and  lioly  Days,  to  be  catechised.  He  adds, 
Ibcre  is  great  want  of  Common  Prayer  I Uitiks  .ind  I'-alters. 

And  as  the  maintenance  of  a  learned  and  orthodox 
Oergy  ihratidt  dMwch  tfw  prindpel,  b  not  fiie  only  Intent 
of  tiiii  Corporatioo,  hni  tiiey  are  also  U  makt  su,'h  olhrr 
IVtvinem  as  $kall  be  fnmd  nettttary  for  Iht  Propagiiiim 
of  Ike  Gospel  in  Forei^  Paris  :  The  Stx  ii  ty  hav.-  done  .ill 
in  their  power  to  encourage  the  M;tting  up  of  Schools,  that 
the  riling  Generation  may  lie  brought  »/  in  the  S'mrtwre  and 
Avr^AlfZird;  and  they  give  Salaries  (i><4rM  CaUtkUii 

We  give  a  few  eztnc^  from  the  atudii^  orders 

of  the  Society  fur  tlic  Prctpagation  of  the  Gospel  in 

Foreign  Parts  relating  to  the  schoolmasters  : 

I.  That  no  person  be  admitted  a  Schoolmaster,  till  lie 
WngCertificaleB,  wilhfcipecttodie  Faitlcnlan  fallowing: 

1.  The  Age  of  the  Person. 

2.  His  Condition  of  Lifie,  wliethcr  Single  or  Married. 

4.  His  Prudence. 

5.  Bis  Learning. 

6.  Ilis  sober  and  pkmi CoBflranati* >n . 

7.  His  Zeal  for  the  Christian  Rdigion  and  Diligcno;  in 

his  Calling. 
S.  UiiAieetiaii  to  the  present  Govenment. 
9.  HbCiMiiKnityioUie  Doctrine  and  INscipUne  of  the 

II.  That  no  Penan  be  aea^  ai  a  Schoolmaster  by  the  Se> 
ciely,  till  he  has  been  try'd  and  approv'd  by  Three  Mem. 

ber-i,  appointol  by  the  Society  or  Committee,  who  >h.-ill 
testify,  by  Word  or  Writing,  his  Ability  to  teach  Kcading, 


Writing,  and  the  Catechism  of  the  Churih  of  /-'Hn'/and,  nd 
such  Expoiition  thereof,  as  the  Society  shall  order. 

Instrticttons  for  KhoolmasterB  employed  by  the 

Society: 

I.  That  they  well  conwler  the  Knd  for  whIA  tliqr  are 
employed  by  Ike  Sodety.wft./  Ute  instractfoc  and  diqMM- 
faig  Children  to  bctieTe  and  Hve  as  Christiana. 

II.  In  order  to  this  End.  that  they  teach  them  to  read 

trill)  iiiil  tli'itini  llv,  th.it  they  may  be  capable  of  reailiii^ 
the  I  loly  Scriptures,  and  other  pious  and  useful  llooks, 
for  infbnnfaig  tlMir  Undetaiaadi^ia  aad  icggialfng  Iheir 
Manners. 

m.  That  they  Instnict  0iem  thoroughly  in  Oe  Chnrdi* 

Catechism;  teach  them  first  to  reait  it  <li^tinctly  and  exactly, 
I  then  to  learn  it  perfectly  by  Heart;  endeavoring  to  main 
them  iinderstaml  the  Sense  and  Meaning  of  it,  by  IIms  IIclp 
of  such  £apasitioo%  as  the  Society  shall  send  over. 

IV.  That  they  teach  them  to  Write  a  plain  and  legftle 
Ham!,  in  order  to  the  (ittin;;  them  fur  useful  Employments; 
with  AS  much  Arithmctick,  as  shall  1«  necessary  to  the  same 
Puqxjse. 

V.  That  they  be  iadastrionst  and  give  constant  Attcod- 
anoe  at  proper  Sdiool>Hows. 

VI.  That  they  daily  use,  Morning  and  Kvcning,  the 
Prayers  composed  ibr  their  Use  in  this  Collcctioa  with  their 
Scholar?  in  the  Sch<Mj|,  and  te.u  h  tlu-m  the  Ptmyen  aad 
Graces  composed  Ibr  their  Use  at  Home. 

Vn.  That  they  oblige  Oetr  Sdnkfa  to  be  constant  at 
Church  on  the  Lords- Day  Morning  and  Afternoon,  and  at 
all  other  Time*  of  Publick  Worship;  that  they  cause  them 
to  carry  their  Hibles  and  Prayer  lt<x>ks  with  them,  instruct- 
ing them  how  to  use  them  there,  and  how  to  demean  them* 
seheain  tbe  aemal  Ftotaef  WonUp;  UMt  thegr  belhate 
present  with  tben^  takfagCaieaf  tMrmenntMiddeocat 
Beharkmr,  and  esamtoe  Aem  afterwards,  as  to  what  Hiey 

llANO  hcarii  .mil  le.iriie<l. 

\'ll.  That  when  any  of  their  Scholars  are  fit  ibr  it,  they 
recommend  them  to  the  Minister  «(  the  BnidH  l»  be 
poblicUy  Calechi/cd  in  the  Church. 

IX.  That  Ibey  uke  es{>ecial  Care  of  their  Mnracn,  both 
in  tVieir  Schools,  and  ■  ut  of  them;  u  jrnini;  thcni  st  iimi-^'y 
of  those  Vices  to  which  t  hiliiren  are  nuist  liable;  teaching 
them  to  abhor  Lying  and  l  .ilsehoo'l,  and  to  avoid  all  Sorts 
of  Erii-epenhing;  lo  love  Tiuth  and  lioaesQr;  to  be 
Modest,  Gende,  Wdf-bdmv'd.  Jot  and  Aibble,  and 
Courteous  to  all  their  {."omfianions;  r«]Kttful  In  their 
Sujierior^,  ]>articuUrly  ttmaril  all  that  minister  iii  holy 
Things,  and  especially  to  the  Miuisicr  nt  ihi  ir  Parish;  and 
all  this  from  a  Sense  and  Fear  of  Ahnighty  Cod;  endeavor- 
ing  to  brfaig  them  in  tlicir  tender  Yean  to  ftat  SaMe  of 
Kch^'ion,  which  ;r.ay  rendcT  It  flw  COOStant  Ptindpl*  flf 
thetl' Lives  .iml  Atliuns. 

X.  That  they  use  all  kind  and  gentle  Methods  in  the 
Government  of  their  Scholars,  that  they  may  be  tov'd,  as 
well  as  fear'd  by  them;  and  that  when  CmiecUun  is  neces* 
wry,  they  make  the  Children  to  understand,  that  it  is  given 
tboni  out  of  kimtncss,  for  their  (iiKxl,  bringing  them  to  a 
Sense  of  their  Fault,  as  well  as  of  their  Punishment. 

XL  That  they  frequently  cousoU  with  the  Minisler  of  tbe 
Paridi,  in  which  they  dweD,  aboot  the  MsflMda  of  oiaaac- 
ing  their  Scfeooli,  and  be  ready  to  be  advised  by  him. 

\ll.  That  they  do,  to  tlieir  whole  Conversation,  sliew 
themselves  I'.\am]]le.s  of  Piety  ami  \'irtuc  thffr  Hfhlrtai% 
and  io  all,  with  whom  Ibey  sliall  converse. 
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The  hbon  of  these  tdioolnnsten  and  catechwH 

seem  to  have  liecn  very  self-denying,  devoted  and 
useful  They  continued  from  about  170110  1776. 
The  annoal  salaries  paid  varied  between  J[j  and 
j^50^  the  dcr^y  receiving  the  highest  aabry. 

Saja  Rev.  Dr.  Beirian,  qieaking  eqxiciaUjr  of 
Triniqr  Church : 

ThcfB  ii  nothing  wMi  wMcll  T  InTC  hem  so  bmcIi  ilTuck 

ami  im]pti--siil,  in  tlic  iiivolii;ati'tn  o|  the  early  history  of 
tills  l'ari:»h,  .i-^  the  icul,  (he  latiRi'tiK.'s^  aittl  doutednci's  of 
the  »choolnia8ter»  and  catechisls  uf  that  day.  The  rormer 
appear  to  have  been  tclected  frcmi  among  the  hu^  with 
ppvat  cantSoQ  and  caiVt  and  to  have  hem  penooi  of  rcupect* 
ahih'ty  .ind  worth.  The  latter  were  occasionnliy  l.iymeii, 
but  more  Commonly  >uch  as  wlto  |>re]>aruig  for  holy  oi  dcri, 
or  who  had  actually  received  them.  Sonic  of  these  were 
men  of  liberal  educalioD,  who  in  the  commcDcctaent  of 
their  profaMonal  Vtt  were  fhll  of  pnNDiie,  and  who  ended 
it  widi  respect  and  honor.  But  they  all  »«eni  to  have  en- 
tered whh  the  same  spirit  upon  their  humble  lationi,  and 
to  have  pr<'<ccui<.il  ihem  with  .i  patietice,  an  interest  and  a 
liletKd  nault,  which  put  oun  to  shame  at  the  present  day. 
Intdlcctaal  was  Mt  dMa,  to  die  extent  that  it  ii  aow, 
lepanitcd  from  religkrot  improvement,  but  both  went  hand 
ill  liand  throughout  the  week.  The  whole  of  early  life  wa», 
in  .1  Lertain  im.i-\in'.  .k-vnti/i]  i  !.ri-li.in  instructian,  and 
ndt  merely  reserved  for  the  scanty  iatenrab  Ixtween  the 
hoanof  woidi^  on  the  Loni'a  Daj. 

It  ii  dfi%htftiil  to  ohsenn^  ia  tiha  aaanal  reports  of  the 
■choalmaslen  and  cateehiNc  lo  tlic  Soriety  for  the  Propa^'a- 

tioo  of  the  ( lospcl,  » ith  what  threi  tiilnc^'i  and   in  lii  -trv 

they  ^pear  to  have  labored  in  their  usefitl  but  lowly  cm- 


We  have  given  cnrinc:h  to  show  that,  however 
lowly  and  incomplete  were  the  labors  of  t}>e 
schools  of  thte  society  for  the  edacation  of  the 
children  of  the  humbler  claMMS  io  this  State  for  the 
first  three-quarters  of  the  last  century,  the  work  was 
a  noble  one,  and  is  specially  deserving  as  it  was 
about  the  only  work  of  the  kind  (hat  was  pursued 
w  ith  /i  .il  an'l  c  (hirinf^  this  long  period  of 

general  disturbance  in  public  affairs.  The  instnic- 
tioii  was  purely  efementar}'.  John  Adams,  who 
visited  Rye  in  1774,  where  this  society  sup- 
ported a  scliiH'l  troni  1707  to  the  period  of  the 
Revolution,  says:  "  They  have  a  school  for  writ- 
ing and  cyphering,  but  no  Grammar  School." 
Rye  l)elongcd  to  Connecticut  until  1683,  ami  i:s 
schools  in  its  early  history,  we  infer,  were  not  in- 
ferior to  those  of  any  other  settlement  in  the  prov- 
ince of  New  York. 

The  establishment,  in  1773.  of  "a  public  school 
to  teach  Latin,  (jreek  and  Mathematics,  in  the 
City  of  New  York."  under  authority  of  an  act  of 

the  General  .Assembly  of  the  pn'vintc,  may  be 
regarded  as  an  evcnt^f  considerable  interest  in  the 
history  of  public  education  in  this  colony;  though, 
Jike  the  (>ramm«r  Free  School  of  itos-ito^^  it 


to  have  flouririied  during  a  period  of  only 
about  seven  years.  Both  the  schools  referred  t' 1 
may  have  been  vitally,  if  not  formally,  connected 
witli  the  repeated  proposals  and  attempts,  begin- 
ning  as  eariy  as  1 703,  to  found  n  college  in  diis 
province;  though  of  this  dicre  Memi  to  be  no  offi- 
cial evidence. 

This  hitter  school  was  incoiponited,  October  14, 
1732,  with  Alexander  Malcolm  as  schoolmaster. 
He  was  required  to  admit  and  teach  gratis  as 
many  as  twenty  youths,  apportioned  among 
the  ten  counties,  of  which  Albany  Cbnnty  had 
two  assigned.  Candidates  were  not  to  be  under 
14  years  of  .age,  to  have  bcen  "well  in- 
structed in  leading  and  writing  of  Eagliah,"  and 
to  be  recommended  by  the  justice  of  Seaioa%  Of 
by  Mayor,  Recorder  and  Alderman  in  cities. 

This  act  was  nnewed  for  one  year,  amid  much 
opi)osition,  December  i,  1737.  The  members  for 
Albanv  County,  Col.  Rensselaer  and  Col.  Schuyler, 
favored  the  bill.  Its  conditions  were  not  essentially 
changed. 

Female  teactiers  were  not  plenty,  as  nearly  as  we 
can  learn,  in  the  early  history  of  New  York;  not 

one  do  we  find  in  New  Nl  tiierlands.  Some  appear 
in  the  scIhwiIs  of  Ij.ni;  Klan<i  and  Westchester, 
where  were  many  settlers  from  New  England,  in 
the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  oentuiy.  They 
were,  no  doubt,  impoitations  from  Connecticut, 
where  females  were  early  employed,  especially 
in  the  sommer  schools.  One  writer  thinks  that 
RaLhel  Sj.t  ncer,  who  taught  school  in  Hemp- 
stead, and  died  in  1687,  was  titc  rir-.t  --i  lim ilrinstrcss 
on  record  in  the  provinces;  and  ilut  the  nameless 
"tnvding  woman  vriio  cameout  of  ye  Jeneys,  and 
kept  school  at  several  placc-s  in  Rye  Parish,"  al)out 
1716,  was  tecood  schoolmistress  in  tlie  provinces,  of 
whom  we  have  any  record.  In  diis,  however,  we 
think,  he  errs;  as,  in  an  old  account  btx)k  noticed 
by  Mr.  H.  Onderdi>nk,  in  Fiushin<i,  the  book- 
keeper, in  1681,  reckoned  witli  Elizabeth  Cowper- 
thwaite^  about  "sdioolingand  diet  for  children," 

and  in  i^''^^.  wi:!i  Marthn  Joh.inn;i  "upon  an 
agreement  for  thirty  weeks  schooling,  paid  for  by  a 
red  [Mittlcoat"  In  1685  Goody  Davit  keq» 
schools  at  Jamaica  in  "a  litrie house, *  soon  after 

used  "  as  a  shuppe. " 

At  a  much  later  period,  the  girls  in  Mr.  liil- 
dreth's  echool,  at  New  York  Gsj,  "in  tbeafter^ 
noon  learned  to  write,  beini;  the  rest  of  the  day 
under  the  care  of  a  schoolmistress  employed  by 
die  Vestry,  "  by  whom  thcgrveie  "unght  needle- 
work." 
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Who  was  the  first  schoolmistress  in  Atbiaf 
County  ?    Wr  liave,  thus  far,  .»-kc<i  in  vain. 

Some  arc  and  must  be  brigtiter  and  greater  than 
the  rest.  While  wealdi  ii  no  meintn  of  wit  or 
learning,  it  aflfords  larger  opportunities  for  the  culture 
of  whatever  tact  or  talent  may  be  native.  And  as 
long  as  learning  adds  grace  to  riches  and  retpect  to 
public  and  stKial  pOiMoa,  it  will  be  sought  by 
families  who  have  money  to  aid  in  its  attainment 

Hence,  the  children,  especially  the  sons,  of  the 
weelthjr  fiunifies  of  the  ootonial  period  in  this 

State 'v  iTi:*  often  jilared  nmler  a  private  tulnr.  who^ 
sometimes,  was  the  parish  clergj-man.  'luition 
schools,  nsnally  of  only  temporary,  dniation,  were 
established  in  the  larger  towns,  especially  in  New 
Amsterdam,  to  which  the  fiivored  childien  of  lor- 
tunc  resorted. 

Under  the  English  Government,  private  or  sab- 
scrii>tion  schtM>ls  were  to  be  found  all  over  the 
country.  in  some  neighborhoods  Dutch  was 
tanght 

Before  the  Revolution,  if  but  little  attention  was 
given  to  the  mental  culture  of  young  men  in  the 
sdnols,  there  was  still  less  given  to  the  youig 
women.  Most  in  the  humbler  walks  of  life  re- 
garded tltcmsclves  as  boru  to  household  drudgery. 
Beyond  this  few  attained.  In  the  realm  of  letim 
they  were  usually  ambiti«nlcs^.  Many  bright 
daughters,  who  married  worthy  men  and  became 
excellent  wives  and  mothers,  could  read  only  sim- 
ple reading  and  laiely  write  at  all,  or,  if  at  all, 
only  their  name<i. 

Those  who  attained  more  than  this  were  usually 
danghten  of  men  of  fortune  and  nnnsnal  intelli- 
gence, who  early  manifested  marked  fon.iness  for 
knowledge  and  tact  in  acquiring.  They  learned 
of  parents  or  older  brothers  at  home,  or  of  private 
tutors.  Observation,  books  and  convenation  did 
much  for  i^irls  of  active  mlnds  who  had  access  t6 
these  great  educators. 

As  a  remarkable  illnslntkm  of  a  woman  of  those 
days  educated  without  the ' '  advantages  "  of  schools, 
we  quote  what  Mrs.  Grant  tells  ua,  in  her  "  Mem- 
ories of  an  American  Lady,"  of  Miss  Margaretta 
Sdmyler,  who  afterward  became  the  wife  of  her 
cousin,  (^'1.  Philip  S<^^huyler.  anil  the  honored 
Madame  Schuyler,  lier  mind  from  her  earliest 
yean  was  distinguished  for  maturity  and  remarka- 

able  aptness.  Its  culture  came  about  by  the  keen 
appreciation  of  her  talents  and  the  wise  direction  of 
her  mental  training  by  her  uncle,  Col.  Peter  Schuy- 
ler, after  the  early  death  of  her  father,  Col.  John 
Sdiuyler.   "  He  was  at  the  pains  to  culiivate  her 


taste  for  reading  which  soon  discovered  itself,  by 
'  pnxuring  for  her  the  best  authors  in  history,  divin- 
I  ity  and  belles-lettres.  The  few  books  of  this 
•  kind  Uiat  4ie  poeeeawd  were  very  wdl  diosen;  and 
she  was  early  and  Itttinuitely  familiar  with  tlicfn. 
Whatever  she  knew  die  knew  to  the  Ixiitom;  and 
the  reflections  whidi*wen  thus  suggested  to  her 
sUtH^,  disceming  mind  weie  digested  by  means  of 
easy  and  instructive  conversation."  Col.  Schuyler 
was  acquainted  with  the  families  of  rank  in  New 
Yoik,  where  he  had  many  rdatives.  Spending  a 
portion  of  cveiy  winter  there,  "he  often  took  his 
favorite  niece  along  with  him,  "  who  soon  attracted 
attention  by  her  personal  graces  as  wtll  as  by  the 
charms  of  her  conversation. "  Here  she  was  much 
admired,  because  such  "cultivation  and  refinement 
were  rare  —out  of  the  routine  common  to  young 
women  of  her  time — and  she  had  a  mind  strong 
enough  to  bear  the  admiration  bestowed  upon  licr 
without  the  conceit  and  pedantry  of  weaker  minds. 
She  was  never  taught  that  the  great  motive  to  ex- 
celling was  to  "danle  ur  outshine  others;  she 
never  thought  of  despising  her  less  fortunate  com- 
panions, or  of  assuming  superiority  over  them. 
Her  acquisitions  were  never  shaded  by  aflbctation." 

Such  was  "Aunt  .S(:hu\Ier"  of  Albany  in  her 
early  womanhood,  according  to  one  wlio  wrote  of 
her,  long  years  after,  as  the  model  "American 
lady."  She  was  a  queen  all  her  life  in  the  wide 
circle  that  knew  her.  Tlie  women  she  lived 
among  "were  all  natives  of  the  county,  and  few 
had  more  than  a  domestic  education."  But  men 

who  possessed  the  advantages  of  early  culture  and 
usage  of  the  world  daily  arrived  in  New  Vork  and 
Albany.  Female  elegance"  in  the  colony  waa 
not  common.  Says  Mrs.  Grant:  "  Tlic  supply  w. as 
notequal  to  the  demand."  Mrs.  Schuyler  received 
due  attention.  "  She  was  respected  for  the  strength 
of  her  character,  the  dignity  and  composure  of  her 
manners."  li.  r  unu>ual  mental  culture  and  her 
practical  common  sense. 

"The  Mohawk  hmguage  was  early  femiliar  to 
her.  She  spoke  Dutch  and  Fn^lisli  with  equal 
ease  and  purity;  was  no  stranger  to  the  French 
tongue,  and  could  read  Gcnun."  And  ynt  w«  do 
not  find  that  she  ever  attended  a  feahionable  ladies' 

schi  '<  >I. 

' '  iiooks  are,  no  doubt,  the  granaries  of  knowl- 
edge; but  a  diligent,  inqnirfaig  mind,  in  the  active 
morning  of  life,  will  find  it  strewed  with  manna 
over  the  &ce  of  the  earth,  and  need  not,  in  all 
cases,  rest  satisfied  with  intdligence  aocnmubted 
by  others,  and  tinctured  with  their  passions  and 
prejudices.    Whoever  reads  Homer  and  Shake- 
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qiean  may  daily  discover  that  they  both  describe 
nature  and  art  from  tlicir  own  observation. 

"  The  enlarged  mind  uf  '  Madame  Schuyler ' 
and  her  Ample  yet  dignified  nannen  made  her 
readily  adapt  herself  ',<>  those  with  whom  she 
conversed,  and  everywhere  command  respect  and 
kindness,  and,  on  a  nearer  acquaintance,  affectkm 
fullowcd  But  she  had  too  much  sedateness  and 
independence  to  adopt  those  caressing  and  insinuat- 
ing manners  by  which  the  vain  and  artful  soon 
find  their  way  into  dnllow  minda.  Her  character 
did  not  captivate  at  once,  hut  gra<lually  unfoliled 
itselC  Yoa  always  bad  something  new  to  dis- 
cover. Hers^was  *  *  •  witlioottheleait 
embellishment,  and  at  the  same  time  so  pure  that 
everything  she  said  might  be  printed  without  cor- 
rection, and  so  plain  tbat  tlie  most  ignorant  and 
moit  inferior  penona  wen  never  at  a  lott  to  com- 
lireheml  it.  It  possosseJ,  too,  a  wonderful  flexi- 
bility; it  seemed  to  rise  and  fall  with  the  subject 
I  lutve  not  met  with  a  style  which  to  a  noiUe  and 
uniform  simplicity  united  such  variety  of  exproMion. 
Whoever  drinks  knowledge  pure  at  its  sources, 
solely  Ifom  die  delight  in  filling  the  capacities  of  a 
large  mind,  without  the  desire  of  <lazzling  or  out- 
shining others;  whoever  sp('ak>  for  the  solt?  pur- 
pose of  conveying  to  other  mind.s  tliose  ideas  from 
which  he  himself  has  reccivsd  plcasare  and  advan- 
tage^ may  possess  this  chaste  and  natural  style. 
Bat  it  is  not  to  be  acquired  by  ait  or  study." 

We  have  given  this  enmple  of  Mils  Schuyler, 
afterward  known  aa  Madame  Schuyler,  as  an  e.K- 
liiliili'iii  i.f  the  best  type  of  an  cihaattnl  woman  in 
the  New  York  colonial  period,  before  the  forma- 
tion oT  our  govcniment,  when  female  education 
was  generally  little  thought  of,  when  scarcely  any 
public  provision  for  it  was  made.  She  was  an 
Albany  lady.  She  lived  in  the  days  of  our  grend- 
modieis.  The  methods  of  her  educatioil»  die  use 
she  made  of  it,  ami  it-;  ri  *1»  x  inllucnce  on  her 
character,  are  deserving  the  carelul  consideration  of 
the  giris  of  this  gaaemtkw,  when  the  avemnes  to 
knowledge  are  as  plenty  and  firee  as  water. 

Lossing,  in  his  Life  and  Tiaaaa  of  Gen.  Hiilip 
Schuyler,  tells  us  that  young  Sdniyler  (bom  to 
1733),  when  a  little  more  than  14  years  of  age, 
"bad  studied  the  ordinary  branches  of  a  plain 
edacatkm  under  the  tnatrucdon  of  Us  mother, 

for  (he  schools  of  .Mliaiiy  were  very  indifferent. 
He  also  had  the  advantages  of  hstening  to  the  con- 
veiaation,  and  perhaps  actually  laoeivfaig  instruction 
fipom  educated  French  Prottttants,  who  had  ever 
been  wekome  visitors  to  the  mansion  of  Geo. 


Schuyler  at  the  Flats.  He  received  some  inatnu> 
tion  in  the  science  of  mathematics  from  one  of 
liwse  Huguenots  who  may  have  been  employed  as 
a  private  tutor  in  some  wealthy  fiunilies  at  Albany." 

Young  Schuyler's  education  wa.s  directed  tow,\r.? 
a  mercantile  life.  He  was  sent  to  school,  when  15 
years  of  age,toNewRochetle,in  WesldieslerCounty, 
among  the  sons  of  French  Huguenots  and  New- 
York  merchants.  At  that  time,  no  class  of  people 
in  the  province  was  more  thrifty  and  progressive; 
none  had  superior  cultnie  in  good  manncn  and  the 
leamini^  of  the  day.  They  were  religi(  mists  of  the 
John  Calvin  school,  and  were  matched  only  by  tbe 
PnrilaM  in  their  seal  for  mental  and  qriritual 
progroa^  and  for  the  rights  of  oonsdence  and 
popular  government  This  school,  kept  among 
those  Frendi  refugees  of  the  latter  part  of  the 
seventeenth  century  and  their  descendants,  waa  the 
only  one  in  New  York,  at  that  time,  where  was 
taught  the  French  language,  and  few,  if  any,  taught 
so  wdl  other  subjects  needed  by  an  intelligent  mer- 
chant.  Its  priruijial,  Rev,  Mr.  Stouppc,  was  a 
Swiss,  and  pastor  of  tlie  French  Protestant  Church 
of  the  settlement  Three  years  later,  Schuyler  was 
spending  his  summers  among  the  hunters  and 
trappers  of  the  upper  Huds<tn.  lie  became  inllu- 
ential  among  tlie  Indians,  lie  spent  several  weeks 
every  autumn  and  winter  with  his  relatives  and 
friends  in  the  City  ol  New  ^■ork,  where  he  found 
Lx>ngeniai  society.  Large  landed  estates  soon  de- 
manded his  care,  and  the  affitirs  of  his  country  de- 
manded his  influence,  his  wealth,  his  talents  and 
his  acquirements  of  head  and  heart.  He  is  given 
here  as  one  of  the  best  examples  of  the  methods 
and  influence  of  the  education  of  his  times  among 
the  young  men  of  good  family  and  ample  means, 
and  who  were  not  aiming  at  law,  medicine  or 
divinity. 

SchtK>ls  in  New  York  were  of  a  very  low  Older  as 
late  as  17^10,  Said  a  writer  of  that  time:  "The 
in^iiuctors  want  ULsiructiou,  and  through  a  long, 
shamefiit  n^ilect  of  all  the  arts  and  sciences  our 
I  otiimon  speech  is  extremely  corrupt,  and  the  evi- 
.  dences  of  bad  taste  as  to  both  thought  and  lan- 
guage are  viaiUs  in  all  our  proceedings,  public  and 
private."  Reading  was  neglected  by  all  classes; 
education  was  regarded  as  an  affectation  of  learn- 
ing, and  a  student  was  rarely  found  outside  the 
profciaioiM  of  lav,  aaedidne  and  divinity. 

Some  few  of  the  young  men  were  sent  over  to 
Europe  for  education.  They  belonged  to  families 
of  weaMi  or  social  and  political  influance;  There 
were  no  higher  schooU  for  the  people — for  the 
poor  and  toiiing  daises.  If  they  obtained  rank  by 
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learning,  wealth  and  titl^  it  waa  the  espnnion  of 
an  irrepKa«ibl««iMi|ytfMaoddiv^<u>>inccraldi«^ 

sist.  Such  expression  bas  becouM  oonnon  all  over 
our  tountrj'  now. 

Gomncfce  engioawd  the  eneigiea  of  die  princi- 
pal families  nf  N<-w\'ork,  in  provincial  times,  as  wf 
have  oilen  tiad  occasion  to  say.  It  was  the  surest 
avenue  to  wealth  and  aodaldiatinction.  The  young 
men  destined  to  these  pnraoits  attended  schools 
for  teaching  writing  and  accounts  ;  went  thence  to 
the  counting  room ;  and,  in  due  time,  were  sent  on 
some  short  tradiog  trip^  usually  to  die  West  Indies. 
AflTairs^  sodetjr  and  die  acthrities  of  the  day  did  the 
rest 

The  leadhig  hindrances  to  the  promotion  of 
leanring,  especially  of  the  masses,  during  the  whole 
Englidi  colonial  period,  may  be  summed  up  as 
follows : 

I.  The  helplessness  of  die  working  classes.  A 

large  port ioti  regarded  tlicmselvcs  as  born  to  igno- 
rance and  sicrvitude,  as  powerless  of  inliueuce,  and 
destined  to  nothing  but  lives  of  drudgery.  Such 
were  most  of  the  tenants,  farm  laborers  and  ordi- 
naiy  mechanics  and  traders  in  Albany  County. 

a.  The  general  indiiTerence  of  the  officers  and 
fiiends  uf  ruvalty  to  aaydiii^  that  could  elevate  the 
masses.  Education  set  people  to  reading  and  think- 
ing, as  it  did  in  New  England.  It  led  them  to 
know  their  rights,  and  knowing,  to  dare  resist 
tyranny  an<I  as-;crt  jmpular  si:>vereipnty.  Royal 
governors  were  afraid  of  schools  for  the  common 
people, 

3.  The  aristocratic  class,  which  possessed  wealth 
and  some  lcamin<^,  were  fon<l  of  associalicni  witli 
men  of  royal  rank,  (ond  of  having  dependants, 
eagerlbrfaicrease  of  wealth  and  power.  They  were 

quite  willing  to  keep  the  ])oor  in  blissful  ignorance 
and  poverty.  They  disliked  paying  taxes  for 
schpols,  and  despised  labor. 

4.  Wars,  and  rumors  of  war,  characterised  all 
this  period.  These  calli-d  for  forts  and  munitions 
of  war,  for  training  for  war,  and  tor  active  ser>'ice 
against  the  enemy.   The  arts  of  peace  were  ne- 

'^>1i'i  ifil  .  ir  pcrvorti'ii.  Schools  were  hindered  when 
contemplated,  and  interrupted  when  in  operation. 
So  things  continued  until  die  dose  of  Ae  Revolu- 
tionary  war.  Then  men  begin  to  ddnk  and  read 
and  talk  of  rights  and  duties. 

KIGHBK  AKD  MOnMiOlfAI,  HWCMMW; 

There  were  no  schools  ')f  iiK-dicinc,  law  or 
divinity;  no  normal  schools  for  teachers,  'llie 
young  disciples  of  Esculapins  tised  **to  ride"  with 
"the  old  doctor,"  and  visit  with  him  his  bedside 


clinics,  and  witness  his  office  coasultations  and 
treatment    Coke  and  Blackstone  were  read  in  the 

!  office  of  some  eminent  knight  of  the  green  bag  ; 
and  young  aspirants  sat  at  tliu  feet  of  some  learned 
Gamalid  and  Ustened  to  his  wisdom,  took  in  his 
advice,  and  saw  how  ho  nianawd  causes  in  the 
courts.  But  it  is  said  tliat  Albany  had  uo  pro- 
fenional  lawyer  Ibr  over  100  ytm.  Students  who 
contemplated  the  ministry  read  courses  in  theology 
in  ' '  the  study"  of  some  leading  clergyman,  and 
prepared  sermons  subject  to  his  criticism.  The 
clergy  often  gave  acadonlc  instruction  to  those  who 
came  to  them,  especially  to  jQiuag  pefsons  of  their 
parochial  charge. 

Gov.  MoQtgomeiie  had  the  largest  private  library 
in  the  province  of  New  York  previous  to  the  Revci- 
lution.  It  numbered  1,341  volumes.  Judge  Smith, 
the  historian,  had  a  library  of  about  1,000  volumes, 
including  his  law  books.  The  first  law  library  we 
hear  of  was  thai  of  Broughton,  Attorne)-neneral, 
1701  to  1705,  which  contained  only  36  volumes. 
In  1730^  Dr.  Millingtnn,  of  England,  bequeathed 
a  thousand  volumes  to  the  "S<xiety  for  the  Prc^M- 
gBtian  of  the  Gospel  in  Foreign  Fkuts,"  whidi  was 
sent  to  New  Yoik  Oty,  and  kept  m  tiw  dd  City 
Hall,  fur  the  use  of  die  cleigyand  gentlemen  of 
New  York,  and  tlie  ncighboriiitr  governments  t>f 
Connecticut,  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania,  upon 
giving  security  to  return  diem.  In  1754,  700  vol- 
umes of  wdl^sdected  brM«ks  were  purch.xsed  by 
subscription,  for  the  commencement  of  a  public 
library,  whidi  was  the  origin  of  die  New  Yoifc 
Sodely  Labrsiy.  The  libraries  of  our  own  city  sad 
count V.  and  of  mofeieoent  time^  will  receive  at> 
ten  lion  later. 
AoGonUng  to  Judge  Campbdl,  in  his  Annals  of 

Tryon  County,  Rev.  Samuel  Dtinlop,  of  the  Scotch- 
Irish  race,  educated  at  lulinburgh,  came  to  Cbeny 
Valley,  as  pastor  of  die  Presbyterian  Churdi  dier^ 
in  174  I.  He  opened  a  school  for  the  instruction  of 
hoys  in  the  classical  and  other  branches  of  higher 
education,  which  continued  for  many  years.  It 
was  die  first  school  of  diis  grade  west  of  Albany. 
His  boys  were  receive*!  into  his  house  and  made  a 
part  of  bis  family.  They  came  from  Albany,  Sche- 
nectady and  odier  towns  ahng  the  Mohawk  and 
Hudson.  Some  of  them  became  conspicuous  dur- 
ing the  tr\'ing  times  of  the  Revolution. 

1  here  were  but  few  academies  lu  this  Slate  where 
higher  and  dassical  Studies  were  pursued  before  the 
nineteenth  century  dawned.  The  boys  went  to  the 
New  Kochelle  School  for  French  and  business 
trahiing:  In  Kingston,  Kinderiiook  and  Sdieneo- 
tady  they  pursued  studies  preparatory  to  coUega. 
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Academies  were  esublishcil  in  vazioiii  porta  of  the 
State  soon  after  the  Revolution,  among  which  were 
Dutchess  County,  Canandaigua,  Erasmus  Hall, 
Fast  Hampton,  Parmei's  Hall,  Jownatown,  Lan- 
siii^'hiiri^,  MntitsjMmery,  Oxfortl,  Union  Hall  and 
Wasihiagion,  lumishiog  increased  facilities  lor 
higher  instractioii. 

Albany  Academy,  for  boj-s,  was  incorporated  in 
1813,  and  has  always  held  a  high  rank  and  been  a 
great  force  in  th«  educational  movements  in  this 
coDDty.  A  mora  deteiM  bistofy  iHll  appear  in  the 
City  (if  Alliany. 

Keussclacrvillc  Academy,  now  taught  by  Prof. 
E  P.  Eaton  and  wUi^  lias  loag  been  in  opefation, 
lias  taught  a  teachers'  class  for  many  years,  and 
has  been  well  attended  and  done  good  work 
in  tlie  aoutbwest  part  of  our  coun^,  lellecting 
tlie  intdligenoe  and  good  aense  of  its  Yankee 
founders. 

Knoxville  Academy  lias  dune  much  to  promote 
intdUgenoe  in  the  Town  of  Knox  and  vicinity. 

During  the  late  war  of  rebellion  olc\  cn  had  entered, 
from  among  its  studeaia,  intotiie  military  service  for 
the  Union. 

Coeymans  Academy,  establidied  in  1858,  pros- 
pered under  the  Misses  Brace  and  Tlioinas  McKcc 
There  has  been,  during  these  last  eighty  years,  select 
achoob  andvarioos  insiitations  Ibredncalkg  the 
young  in  New  Scotland,  Watervliet  and  Other  tOWDs 
in  tiie  county,  useful,  no  doubt,  but  luief  in  dura- 
tion. 

After  the  Gonqneat  of  New  Netliedands  by  the 

Eni,dish,  no  encnuraRcment  was  given  to  the  sub- 
ject ot  education  by  the  Gjluuial  Government.  For 
afanoat  a  oentniy  "  tiieie  waa  no  inatitntion  in  the 
province  where  an  academic  education  conld  be 
acquired. " 

The  hiatorian,  Quef-Jnstice  Smith,  referrii>g  to 
this  matter,  while  making  allusion  to  the  action 
of  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate  in  1746,  aulhorizint,' 
tlie  /aising  of;^"2,25u,  by  lottery,  for  founding  a 
college,  aays:  "  To  the  diagraoe  of  our  fimt  ptanten, 
who  beyond  comparison  surji.issed  their  eastern 
neighbors  in  opulence,  Mr.  DeLancey,  a  graduate 
of  the  University  of  Cambridge^  England,  and  Mr. 
Smith  were  for  many  years  the  Onfy  academics  in 
this  province  except  such  as  were  in  holy  orders." 
Although  about  one  hundred  and  twen^  )  cars  had 
paaaed  since  the  Dutch  had  commenced  the  settle- 
ment of  New  Amsterdam,  and  ahout  eighty  years 
since  it  came  under  the  Englisli  Crown,  tlic  above 
lotteiy  law  wo  die  lint  legislative  movement 
toward  ibunding  a  college  in  the  incsent  teititory 
of  New  York  State. 


Harvard,  Yale,  WUliam  and  Mary  atid  other 
early  American  colleges  became  the  first  nursing 
mothers  of  some  of  the  boys  of  the  province  of 
New  York.  A  careful  examination  of  general 
cat.dogiic-s  j^ives  us  the  names  of  those  who  were 
graduates  of  American  colleges,  natives  or  residents 
of  New  York,  prior  to  die  year  i8oa  We  may 
have  omitted  s<  mie  few;  but  the  list  at  best  imlicales 
the  great  difference  in  favor  of  New  England  in  the 
zeal  for  higher  education  in  those  years.  Some  of 
these  graduates  were  New  Engianders,  who  came  to 
New  York  after  graduation;  some  less  known  tO 
fame  are,  no  doubt,  omitted. 

The  graduates  from  Harvard  were  Benjamin 
Pratt,  1737;  Samuel  Auchmuty,  1742;  John  Van 
Home,  1744;  Daniel  Treadwell,  1754;  Philip 
Livingston,  1755;  Peter  Livingston,  1757;  Rofua 
King,  1777;  John  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer  and 
Stephen  Van  Kcn<sel;ier,  17S2;  Ambrose  Spenoer, 
1783J  John  Thonilon  Kirkland,  1789. 

Fkom  Yale,  Samuel  Johnson,  1714;  William 
Smith,  1719;  Peter  \'an  Hruj^h  Livingston,  1731; 
John  Livingston,  1733;  Henry  l^arclay,  1734; 
Benjamhk  (Rooll  and  VniHam  Ificoll.  1734;  Jacob 
Cuyler  and  Philip  Livingston,  1757;  William  Liv- 
ingston, 1 741;  Samuel  Huel,  1741:  Ilendrick 
liiniis  Hansen  and  William  Peartree  Smith,  1742; 
Williun  SL  Johnson,  Caleb  Smidi  and  Benjamin 

Woolsey,  1744;  John  Moriii  S^^^oti,  174^;  Richard 
Morris,  1748;  Gideon  Hawley,  1749;  Thomas 
Jones,  1750;  Ezra  L'Hommedieu,  1754;  John 
Sloss  Hobart,  1757;  John  H.  Livingston,  176a; 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  1 760;  John  De  Peyster 
Douw,  1777;  James  Kent,  1781;  Prancis  lilood- 
80<xlf  1787;  Jobn  Woodwofth,  1788;  Samuel  A. 
Foot,  1797. 

From  Princeton,  John  .McKesson,  1753;  Peter 
R.  Livingston,  Philip  P.  Livingston  and  Jeremiah 
Van  Rensselaer,  1758;  Peter  V.  B.  Livingalon, 
'  1 756:  Samuel  Kirkland,  1765;  Aaron  Burr,  William 
Linn  and  WilUam  S.  Livingston,  1772;  Morgan 
Lewis  and  John  Blair  Smith,  1773;  Henry  B. 
Livinj^ston,  1774;  Henry  P.  Livingston,  177^1; 
Edward  Livingston,  1781;  Derrick  Ten  Eyck, 
1781;  Nathaniel  Lawrence  and  Jacob  Radcliif, 
1783;  Abraham  Ten  Broeck  and  Peter  R.  Living* 
ston,  1784;  John  V.  llenr)-,  1785;  Malurin  Liv- 
ingston and  Peter  William  Livingston,  1786;  Smith 
Thompson,  1788;  Jacob  Ten  Eyck,  479a;  John 
H.  Hobart,  1793;  Abraham  Ten  F.yck,  1795. 

From  Rutgers,  Simeon  DeWitt,  1776;  Pierre  Van 
Cortlandt,  1783. 

From  Kings, now  Columbia, Philip  \'an  Cortlandt, 
1758;  Pliilip  Livingston,  1760;  John  Jay,  1764;  Eg* 
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bcrt  Benson  and  Robert  R.  Livingston,  1765;  Henry 
Rutgers  and  John  Watts,  1767;  Benjamin  Moore, 
Gouvcmeur  Morris, John  Stevens,  Gulian  Verplanck 
and  Peter  Van  Sduiick,  1768;  Alennder  Hamilton, 
17-4:  rV'Witt  Clinton,  1786;  j-.hn  \V.  Vatcs,  1787; 
Samuel  Jones,  1790;  Alexander  Proudtit,  1792; 
John  Forties,  1794;  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  John 
R  Romeyn,  Rensselaer  Westcrlo,  1795,  anil  others 
less  known  to  the  public.  Taken  all  in  .ill.  tin- 
early  sons  of  these  early  cuUeges  were  a  l  itaman 
progeny;  aona  oT thunder  bom  in  tenpestaoos  times 

and  for  irreat  emergencies. 

The  intelligent  student  of  local  history  will  notice 
that  a  good  proportion  of  these  graduates  were 
natives  of  Albany  County,  or  were  identified  with 
it  as  their  home  or  by  their  distingniahed  public 
careers  while  residents. 

The  first  graduating  clam  of  King's  College  was 
in  1758,  and  numbered  seven.  Fmrn  177610  17X6 
there  were  no  gnduales,  the  college  buildings 
having  bean  taken  for  mititar}'  puriMses.  This  to- 
stitution,  thetratof  the  kind  in  the  Stat^  has 
proiluceil  many  patriots,  statesmen,  diunes  and 
scholars  who  have  reflected  honor  on  the  college 
and  given  uaeliil  Uvea  to  die  Stat&  Its  first 
medical  clasigr.idtialel  in  In  I7i;7.  it  pave 

Albany  Dr.  William  Bay.  It  early  contributed  to 
rendering  the  science  and  practice  of  medicine 
more  re!i[>cc  lalile  than  it  had  hitherto  been. 

But  sectarian  feeling,  as  well  as  the  all-absrtrbing 
Struggle  for  freedom  at  that  period,  did  much  to 
retard  the  early  growth  of  the  cotlcga;  The  Episco- 
pal f'hiuch  had  the  political  power  under  the  Royal 
Government;  but  the  Dutch  Reformed  and  Presby- 
terian Churches  were  a  power  among  the  ma8ses,and 
had  much  wealth  and  influence.  There  was  great 
jealousy  of  a  church  establishment,  especially  of  a 
church  that  had  a  bishop  at  its  head.  William 
livingslon  led  the  opi)osition,  but  not  as  against  all 
religion.  In  that  day,  the  divorce  between  learning 
and  religion  was  not  thought  of.  The  State  had 
authoriied  « totterjr,  in  1746,  which  realiaad  about 
Ll-Y*^  This  was  to  go  for  founding  a  college. 
The  opposition  to  the  charter  was  virulent,  and 
based  on  the  principle  that  it  ought  not  to 
be  controlled  by  any  one  sect,  aa  its  funds 
were  raised  under  Stale  law  for  a  noa  sectarian 
coU^e. 

Stunetbing  of  the  chancter  of  the  times  is  shown 
by  the  remark  made  by  Rev.  T)r.  Johnson,  President 
of  the  Collie,  in  176a,  that  "  it  is  a  great  pity, 
when  patents  are  granted,  as  they  often  are,  for  large 
tracts  iif  land,  no  provision  is  made  for  religion  or 
acboola." 


Kini;'-,  (  ullege,  now  and  since  1784  Columbia, 
was  foumli  d  in  1 754,  after  the  long  ci>l<inial  <lays 
of  {Ktpular  Ignorance  and  official  tyranny.  Harvard 
dates  its  beginning  in  1638,  and  Yale  in  1701.  It 
was  not  lack  of  wealth  or  p<wcr  that  kept  home 
facilities  for  a  higher  education  from  the  sons  of 
New  York.  New  Jersey  had  its  Presbyterian  Nnoa- 
ton  before  the  Episcopal  King's  of  New  Yoifc,  and 
its  Dutch  Kcfonncvl  (,)u<'<'n'<  no*-  Rutgers,  soon 
alter.  And  even  Dariutouili,  which  came  near 
raising  its  voice  in  Albany  Coun^,  appeared 
among  the  rcKky  hills  of  New  Hampshire^  "SIUP 
damatUts  in  deter kt,"  as  early  as  1769. 

TbeRcgeolBortheUniverBitjrcamein  1784;  re- 
organised in  1787;  and  have  ever  since  been  the 
active,  discreet  and  earnest  guardians  of  icademic, 
collegiate  and  professional  learning  uU  over  the 
State,  granting  diaiten  to  academies  and  other 

«hi>ols,  providing  funds,  encfiuragini^  s.  mnd  in- 
iOructiuii,  and  diffiuing  in  various  ways  that 
"mtelliffBnce"  whidi,  as  Jeflentm  My«,  "is  the 
life  of  liberty."  Their  oflice  is  kept  in  Attwny  and 
all  their  meetings  are  held  here. 

Union  College  has  been  an  important  educa- 
tional fiKtorin  Albany  CoouQraa  wen  as  in  Schenec- 
tady, fiif  ahout  ninety  years  p.ast.  Its  history  ap- 
pears in  the  latter  county,  because  it  is  located  there. 
It  appeals  that  a  project  giving  it  a  start  as 
Clinton  College  onginated  in  1779.  One  motive 
is  declared  to  have  been  to  educate  ' '  men  of 
learning  to  fill  the  several  offices  of  Church  and 
State."  Among  these  eaittest  and  earnest  moveiB 
to  establish  a  ccriiege  in  what  was  then  Alhany 
County  were  Rev.  Eilardus  Westerlo,  Gen.  Philip 
Schuyler  and  odier  prominent  dttaens  of  Albany. 
When  it  went  into  operation  in  1 795,  seven  of  its  first 
trustees  were  Robert  Yates,  .\brahatn  Yates,  Jr., 
Abraham  Ten  Brocck,  (.ioldsbrow  Banyar,  John  V. 
Henry,  George  Merchant,  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer 
and  |meph  C.  Yates,  all  of  Allianv 

Eliphalet  Nott  graduated  at  Brown  in  1 793,  and 
WilUun  L.  Marcy  twelve  years  later.  Dr.  Nott  came 
to  Cherry  \'alley  as  teacher  and  preacher,  and  thence 
to  Albany,  in  1 79S,  as  pastor  of  the  First  Presby- 
terian Church.  From  this  churdi  he  went  forth 
as  President  of  Union  CoU^  in  1804,  and,  for  62 
years,  was  distinguished  as  a  skillful  managt-r  of 
boys.  The  influence  of  this  college  upon  the  cause 
of  learning  in  Albany  County  cannot  be  oweresti- 
maled.  Some  of  its  most  talented  and  useful  sons 
and  citizens  have  been  educated  among  its  nearly 
7.UCXJ  graduates.  Albany  Medical  School,  Albany 
I.aw  School  and  Dudley  Observatory,  with  Unioa 
College,  now  constitute  Union  Univetsity. 
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The  law  and  medical  schools  of  Albany,  for 
many  years  important  agencies  in  educating  our 
sons,  are  specially  mentioned  in  another  part  of 
onrwoik.  So»  also^  is  the  LmcMWirian  School, 

and  fitlier  important  schwls,  l>oth  public  and 
private,  that  liave  existed  in  this  century,  or  do 
now  exist,  in  oar  capital  city. 

Bat  not  all  the  parents  of  Albany  boys  believed 
in  a  collegiate  education.  The  following  anecdote 
comes  to  us  from  an  old  Albany  merchant,  as  illus- 
tiaiive  of  the  feelings  of  a  type  of  utilitarian  men 

will  1  ar<' not  il!  dead  vet.  Our  Dtilcli  citi/cn  wns  a 
man  ol  htardcd  wcaltli,  who  liad  one  only  buu, 
named  Diidc.  He  was  advised  to  give  him  an 
education.  Ailer  some  thinkings  he  gmvdly  re- 
ified : 

"  If  I  educate  Dirck  in  collie,  and  he  dies,  the 
money  I  spend  on  him  is  lost" 

Dirck  did  not  po  to  collecrp.  Mt^  never  earned 
any  money,  but  was  clothed  and  fed  and  siicliered 
by  the  savings  of  his  anoeston.  He  was  a  wild 
boy;  hedrank  freely  and  kept  bad  company.  I  Ic  died 
in  the  gutter  one  night,  after  a  drunken  carousal, 
without  the  expense  of  a  college  education. 

It  is  evident,  then,  that  previous  to  the  Revolu- 
tionary war  no  general  system  of  education  was 
established.  It  was  confined  chiefly  to  the  wealthy 
classes.  The  importance  of  sch(K)ls  for  all  the 
people  had  not  been  recognized  in  New  York. 
All  schools  that  were  in  operation  were  of  a  private 
character,  or  were  incorporated  by  special  legisla- 
tion. Often  fiivored  children  received  instruction 
from  tiic  paririi  clerg}ntnan,  or  from  some  young 
student  who  became  a  sort  of  family  totor  while 
pursuing  his  own  studies.  Rarely,  some  fatlu  t  , 
dder  brother  or  other  relative  gave  direction  and 
stimulus  to  some  bright  mind  which  had  the 
taste,  strength  of  mind  and  energy  to  acquire  valu- 
able and  systematic  knowledge  and  discipline 
without  school  or  schoolmasters. 

In  all  its  yeaia  of  feudal  power  and  hiherited 
wealth,  years  of  control  by  a  rich  company  ofiticr- 
chanis  or  by  royal  governors  who  grew  rich  by 
selfish  rapacity,  there  were  no  fiee  sdinols  for  the 
people,  reckoning  down  to  the  close  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary war,  and  all  alon^'  the  rii  li  v.illev  of  the 
ever-trading  Hudson  from  the  sea  tu  the  Mohawk 
FlatSL 

Consequently.  New  ^'o^k  hat!  no  Benjamin 
FrankUn,  plebeian  born  and  educated  in  the  free 
schools  of  Boston. 

No,  nor  any  Samuel  and  John  Adams,  and  many 
others  of  their  spirit  whose  first  lessons  woe  taken 


in  the  intelligent  homes  and  free  colleges  of  the 

common  people. 

Bat  this  spirit  of  liberty  could  not  be  confined. 
It  came  to  New  York,  cspecmlly  to  the  dty,  from 

New  England,  and  inspired  the  Sons  ofLibeitytO 
resist  oppression  and  establish  freedom. 

AFTER  THE  RRV(»LlTIONARV  WAR. 

The  manorial  lands  of  this  county,  after  the 
RevoluUon,  were  rapidly  taken  up  by  industrious 
farmen,  and  theriiops  in  the  viUagiea  and  the  mills 
a!<  mg  the  streatns  were  occupied  by  busy  mechanic* 
No  provision  had  been  made  by  tltepatroon  for  tiM 
schooling  of  the  children.  Among  the  earty  settlen 
upon  the  farms  all  >  M  r  ilie  county  were  not  only 
the  frugal  Hollander,  but  the  peace-loving  Hugue- 
not, the  hardy  Scot  and  the  earnest  German.  Nor 
was  the  New  Englander  absent  Indeed,  he  was 
"all  about/'  and  couldn't  be  content  until  his  chil- 
dren could  have  a  schooL 

The  Yankee  sdioolmaster  was  on  hand,  and  a 
spare  room  of  thelkrai-hou.se  of  some  well-to-do 
fanner  was  fitted  up  for  a  sch(x>l  a  jiart  of  the  year. 
The  school  was  started  by  a  voluntar>'  agreement  to 
pay  so  much  for  each  pupil's  schooling.  Fad  was 
cheap  and  rea*lily  contributed  by  the  farmers  ;  the 
"master"  or  older  pupils  attended  to  building 
the  fires  and  cleaning  the  school-ioom.  The 
teacher  "boarded  around."  The  schools  were 
modeled  upon  the  plan  of  the  countiy  schools  in 
the  "Eastern  States,"  from  fddch  most  of  the 
teachers  and  many  of  die  patrons  came. 

So  matters  went  on  for  manyyeaiB.  The  Injys 
and  girls  were  uughi  spelling,  reading  and  writing, 
some  aridimetk^  and  many  oAer  nsefal  things. 
Good  manners  were  not  left  out.  They  were 
waked  up ;  they  were  inquisitive ;  many  of  them 
read  the  weekly  paper,  the  catechism,  the  New 
Testament,  and  various  books  that  belonged  in 
families,  and  were  loaned  to  any  one  who  would 
read  them. 

Schools  of  to-day,  many  of  Aem,  an  iinperfcct 

enough  in  all  conscience  :  but  just  consider  them 
as  they  were,  with  very  few  exceptions,  at  tlic  be- 
ginning of  the  present  century,  and  even  later. 

The  schtjol-houscs,  if  any,  were  usually  located 
in  one  of  the  most  fi'wi- forsaken  spots  that  could 
be  found,  where  white  beans  and  buckwheat  would 
not  grow ;  on  some  bleak  hill  or  on  some  arid  or 
swampy  place,  surrounded  by  the  drifting  snows  of 
winter  or  the  sands  and  miasma  of  summer.  If  in 
a  city,  the  location  selected  must  be  in  some  by- 
place,  where  the  land  was  lIk  iih  si,  where  business 
was  dullest  and  dirtiest,  where  the  best  bmilies 
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woulil  11' >t  be  disturbed  by  the  .sight  t)f  the  uncouth 
'i\x\>  ,nnl  iiiKullivatcd  iiiiiscof  frc-f-scho.il  cliildrcn. 
riic  ruoins  and  surroundings  were  lacking  in  every 
dement  ofhealth,  oomfort  or  decency.  Temperataie 
uneven,  ventilation  entirely  disrccrardcd,  lii?ht  b;id 
for  eyes,  scats  and  desks  bad  for  bones,  muscles 
and  longs,— everytliing  was  provocative  of  veah- 
ncBit  disease,  misebie^  dnnneas  and  bad  morals. 

The  schoolm:tstcrs  were  usually  more  aoled  for 
hate  than  luvc,  fur  brutal  severity  and  vepolsivc 
mannen  than  for  that  magic,  winning  power  tliat 

rules  without  ruinin<r  children.  Few  tau-^'ht  be- 
cause ihey  loved  instruction  or  humanity.  I'hey 
stepped  into  aoine  other  vocation  at  any  early  op- 
p«>rtunii\.  Monejr,  learning,  life,  church  and 
state  have  lost  unmeasured  \alues  from  such  achool- 
houscs  and  school-keepen  I 

Later,  when  rammer  edioola  began  to  be  tanght 
bv  females,  many  might  have  said,  as  did  one  hon- 
est "schoolma'am,"  "'tis  little  tliey  pays  me,  and 
little  I  teaches  'em.  "  They  were  geneially  wordif 
damei^  who  taught  their  pupils  good  manners; 
to  rise  and  stand  when  the  minbtcr  and  school 
ofiicer  visited  the  school ;  the  girls  to  make  a  low 
conrteqp,  and  the  boys  to  take  off  their  bats  and 

make  a  b-iw  to  all  strangers  an<l  others  whom  they 
met  on  the  way  to  and  from  school,  to  perform  the 
same  reverential  datjr  to  the  teacher  as  diey  entered 
the  school-^oom  door,  and  on  making  their  exit 
There  was  much  of  reading  the  stories  of  the  Bible, 
and  much  of  teaching  maxims  of  piety  and  duty, 
with  oral  instroction  in  matters  of  simple^  vmf' 
day  knowledge. 

Some  of  these  worthy  pioneers  in  the  e.\ercise 
oi  woman  a  fights  and  datie^  were  exceedingly 
lacking  in  scholastic  knowledge.  .Some  could 
write  only  their  names,  in  ill-favored  letters,  and 
coald  teach  only  "easy  reading,"  and  in  cypher- 
ing were  limited  to  the  simplest  problems  and 
tables  in  the  fundamental  rules.  But  they  were 
women  of  common  sense,  good  conscience  and 
exemplary  lives;  and  did  much  to  help  hard-work- 
ing mothers  to  take  care  of  their  children,  and 
teach  them  obedience,  order,  neatness,  and  re8i)ect 
for  superiors.  Knitting,  sewing,  patchwork  and 
lettering  samplers  were  oraally  taught  the  girls  in 
these  "woman  schools;"  sometimes  painting 
in  water  colors  and  fancy  needle-work,  especially 
in  the  private  adMols.  The  ate  <tf  the  rod  was  not 
conimed  to  the  schoolmaaten. 


Sach  were  most  of  the  schools  of  the  county  in 
die  filfy  years  aAer  the  cioae  of  the  war  of  the 
revohitioD. 


At  (he  first  meeting  of  the  Sute  Legislature,  afler 
the  .nil tption  of  the  (onslitmion.  George  Clinton, 
tlicn  Cjuvcrnor,  in  his  address,  remarked  that  "ne- 
glect of  die  edocation  of  youth  is  one  of  the  evils 
consequent  upon  war." 

Gov.  George  Clinton  was  evidently  a  friend 
of  public  schools  for  all  the  people,  and  used  his 
official  influence  in  their  favor.  At  the  opening  of 
the  legislative  scs.sion  of  1795,  he  says  :  "  While  it 
is  evident  that  the  general  establishment  and  lil>eral 
endowment  of  academiee  are  highly  to  be  oom- 
nicnded,  and  are  attended  with  the  most^)eneficial 
consei|uences,  yet  it  cannot  be  denied  that  they 
are  principally  confined  to  the  children  of  the 
opulent,  an<l  that  a  great  portion  of  the  commo- 
nity  is  exLludeil  from  their  immediate  advantages. 
I  hc  establislinicnl  of  common  schools  tiiroughout 
the  State  is  happily  cakolated  to  remedy  this  inoon- 
venience,  and  will  therefore  engage  yOQf  eariy 
and  decided  consideration." 

April  7,  1795,  the  State  L^isfauure  appropriated 
the  sum  of  j^SOjOOO  annually  for  the  term  of  five 
years,  for  encouraging  and  maintaining  schools  in 
the  State.  Of  this  sum,  ,;^i,590,  or  13,975,  was 
allotted  to  Albany  Conn^.  This  was  repurded  as 
a  long  stride  toward  a  general  free  school  system. 

In  1813,  Mr.  Spafford,  of  Albany,  author  of  tbe 
Gaietteer,  thos  expremes  himsdf  in  tvguA  to  the 
schools  of  our  State  and  Coonty :  "At  present  the 
modes  of  common  school  instruction  in  this  State 
are  liable  to  many  objections.  In  this  respect,  we 
are  considerably  behind  the  New  England  States, 
who  have  reduced  this  branch  of  education  to  a 
system.  But  their  method  is  rapidly  gaining 
ground,  and  common  schools  have  considerably 
increased  in  number  and  resi>eciabiliiy  within  a 
few  yean  ;  and  this  amelioration  is  more  percept- 
ible in  the  country  than  in  populous  towns,  where 
our  schools  for  the  elements  of  a  common  educa- 
tion are  not  so  good  as  in  the  country. 

"The  wealiliy  spare  no  expen.se  in  the  education 
of  dieir  8on%  principally  at  academies  and  college^ 

though  some  Lonlinnc  tin- ]irartice  of  Ibimer  tiilie% 
having  private  tutors  in  their  tiimilies. 

' '  The  yeomanry  and  the  nnksof  middling  wealth 
taortto  day  and  boarding  schools  ;  the  most  com- 
mon kim!  hciiic;  the  former,  supported  through  ilie 
year  or  only  in  the  winter,  and  loo  little  attention 
is  piUd  to  the  qaalilkatioBS  of  instractors. 

"The  recent  introduction  of  schools  on  the  plan 
of  the  Iwnevolcnt  Lancaster  promises  very  bene- 
ficial results  to  the  poor  in  populous  towns ;  at 
present,  these  are  confined  to  the  dties  of  New 
York  and  ^Albany. 
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Of  AidbIa  edocadon,  he  mnaiks:  "The  rich 

spare  no  expense,  and  much  time  is  spent  in  the 
frivolous  accomplihhnienls  of  a  genteel  education, 
to  litde  purpose.  Muic  and  drawing,  exoqttin 
cases  of  decided  propensity,  are  of  little  ornament 
and  less  utility,  though  they  may  amuse  the  idte." 
He  then  admits  that  dkey  "afford  elegant  and 
agreeable  diversion  when  cultivated  with  taste," 
and  may  "  c\i>and  tlic  mind  formed  for  expansion. " 

Better  facilities  for  ttie  higher  education  of  girls 
bsgan  to  engage  the  attention  of  Intdligent  parents 
In  Albany^  early  in  this  century.  Private  schools 
were  started  with  varied  succeai.  The  most  im- 
portant  enterprise  of  tfiis  Itind  was  tbe  Union 
School,  so  called,  started  by  F.benezer  Foot,  in 
Montj^omcry  street,  in  1814.  rrnm  which  .crrcw  tlie 
excellent  and  widely  useful  Albany  Female  Acad- 
emy, a  liistory  of  whidi  will  lie  given  in  die  histoiy 
of  education  in  the  city  of  Albany,  We  mention  it 
here  only  to  say  that  its  doors  have  always  been 
open  to  girls  residhig  outride  the  Atf  st  resaon- 
able  rates  of  tuition  ;  tliat  it  has  tisually  had  the 
best  of  instriR  tiirs  and  a  wise  supervision  ;  that  its 
course  of  study  has  favored  the  liberal  and  practi- 
cal branches  aiid  timt  its  inflvenoe  upon  female 
education  In  tflis  conn^  has  been  most  benefi- 
cent 

In  1838,  the  distfaigniihed  English  traveler, 

Buckingham,  made  a  brief  sojourn  in  Albany,  and 
closely  studied  its  institutions.  In  the  Female 
Academy  he  says  he  found  about  250  in  attend- 
ance fiom  die  and  140  firom  tbe  country.  Tbe 
school  instruction  and  management,  then  for  about 
twenty  years  in  charge  of  that  eminent  edacator, 
Alonso  Crittenden,  he  found  most  adminbl&  He 
adds  :  ' '  This  experiment,  which  has  now  been 
continued  for  upward  of  twenty  years,  has  proved 
abundantly  what  many  have  affected  to  disbelieve 
or  doubt,  that  the  female  intdlect  is  in  no  degree 
whatever  inferior  in  its  capacity  to  receive  and  re- 
tain instruction  in  the  highest  and  most  difficult 
brandies  of  leambig  to  tbe  male;  that  tbdr 
|H>wers  of  applicstion  and  their  /eal  for  informa- 
tion ar^  dso^  quite  equal  to  that  of  the  other  sex ; 
and  that  such  diflbrences  ss  have  hitherto  eiisted 
between  the  intellectual  condition  of  male  and 
femak  youths  have  been  whfilly  owini;  to  their  be- 
ing subjected  to  different  modes  of  education." 
These  sentfanents,  regarded  ss  questionable 

sixty  years  aj^o,  have  heen  so  firmly  established  by 
the  observation  of  teachers  atid  school  officen  that 
*' experiment "  is  no  longer  called  for,  and  "dis> 
belief  and  douht"  are  no  longer  ll  uinl,  evensmong 
the  oldest  of  the  "old  fogies  "  in  education. 

SI 


In  Preston's  Statistical  Report  of  die  county  for 

the  year  1820,  we  find  enumerated  in  the  county, 
155  common  schools,  "exclusive  of  parts  of 
schools  adjoining  other  towns,"  to  wit:  in  Albany, 
25  ;  Bcthelchcm,  25  ;  Coevmans,  15  ;  Westerlo, 
16;  Rensseiaerville,  18  ;  Berne,  30  ;  Guilderland, 
11;  Watervliet,  12;  also  an  academy  of  150 
students,  Lancastcrian  school  of  400  pupils,  and  a 
mechanic  school,  all  in  the  city  of  All>any.  The 
Albany  Female  Academy,  although  then  in  opera- 
tion, is  not  named.  The  same  writer,  John 
Preston,  an  old  teacher  of  his  day,  residing  in 
Westerlo,  says  :  "Our  country  schools^  and  many 
ui  dties,  at  present  are  too  tedious  and  too 
expensive  in  tciihint,'  children  the  elementary 
parts  t)f  sciences. "  lie  ]'l  h  1-  a  \\\^\  otimate  upon 
the  now  exploded  l^ncaslcnaii  system  of  sdiuol 
management,  as  '*  surpassing  anything  of  the  kind 
heretofore  discovered. " 

Henry  R.  Schoolcraft  tells  us  that  his  grcat- 
gnndsire  was  a  schoolmftster,  and  taught  the  first 
English  school  in  Sdiohuie  County,  in  his  old 
age,  and  was  known  as  one  of  the  very  few  promi- 
nent ones  in  the  region  of  Albany  County,  at  that 
early  day. 

Apollos  Moore  came  from  Berkshire  County, 
Maas.,  and  settled  in  Rensseiaerville  soon  after  the 
Revolution,  where  he  was  long^  and  widdy  known 
as  a  successful  schoolmaster.  From  i8is  to  1828, 
he  was  County  Jtidge,  and  for  many  yean  a  lead- 
ing dtizen  of  the  cotinty.  Moses  Fatten,  from 
New  Hampshire,  also  resided  in  this  town,  and  was 
a  leadinj^  teacher  of  public  schools  for  many  years. 
He  held  the  office  of  Surrogate  from  1840  to  1844. 

Hon.  A.  J.  Colvin  speaks  of  William  Hicks  as  a 
leading  schoolmaster  in  Coeymans  in  the  early 
part  of  this  century.  He  was  a  great  speller, 
and  teadiing  spelling  was  his  hobby.  Only  the 
" common  branches "  were  taught.  The  "criminal 
stick"  recorded  punishable  crimes,  and  woe  to  the 
young  culprit  who  earned  the  ferule  or  the  birchen 
rod. 

John  Preston,  of  Wf^terlo,  was  one  of  the  best 
Yankee  schoolmasters  that  taught  in  the  country 
towns  of  tbe  county  in  the  first  part  of  this  cen- 
tury. 

We  wish  wc  could  give  a  complete  list  of  these 
pioncx-rs,  but  it  is  not  possible  at  this  writing. 

CImh^  Suptrii^mieiUatfCtmmaH  StMoU, — ^The 
legislature  passeil  an  act,  drawn  by  lion.  John  C. 
Spencer,  May  26,  1841,  requiring  County  Boards 
of  Super\i9or8  to  appoint  biennially  a  County 
Superintendent  of  Common  Schools,  cbaiged  with 
die  general  supervision  of  the  public  schools  in  his 
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juriadicdon.  The  office  waa  tboliihed,  November 
iji  1847.  The  fbUowing  gentlemen  served  in  this 
office  in  Albany  County  :  Royal  Sh;iw,  Francis 
Dwight,  Rufus  King,  Horace  K.  Willard,  Abraham 
Yen  yechten,  Hcniy  &  McGUL 

This  office  was  abolished  "without  [wlitiotis from 
any  considerable  number  of  people  and  without 
propoaing  a  aobatitate.'*  It  became  unpopular  be- 
caoae*  in  aomc  cases,  incompetent  men,  appointed 
as  partisans,  abused  their  trust ;  and  the  small  salary 
was  claimed  by  the  niggardly  as  an  added  burden 
apon  die  taxfieyer.  It  wa  a  badtward  atep^  and 
so  regarded  by  the  best  friends  of  education  evcrt  - 
wbere.  It  left  all  school  supervision  to  Town 
Soperintendent^  wh<^  with  mie  exceptions, 
neglected  trusts  for  which  thej  had  no  fitness. 
Such  was  die  united  testimony  or  Samuel  Young, 
R  S.  Benton,  Christopher  Morgan,  Henry  S. 
Randall,  Samnd  S.  Randall,  Victor  M.  Rice,  and 
other  prominent  State  officers  and  educators. 

School  Commissioners  of  counties  are  chosen  for 
n  term  of  three  ytm  hf  the  efectots  of  Adr  com- 
miMioner  district.  There  are  now  duee  districts 
in  Albany  County,  exclusive  of  the  dties  of  Albany 
and  Cohoes,  with  the  supervision  of  whose  scbook 
these  officers  have  nothing  to  do.  Local  school 
boards  are  chosen  by  the  cities  to  manage  their 
own  school  affairs.  These  school  boards  usually 
dect  an  agent  called  Superintendent  of  Schools. 
The  (Vmnty  Commis-sioners  are  required  to  exam- 
ine and  license  local  public  sdiool  teachers,  except 
ancfa  aa  hold  State  or  Normal  School  diplomas;  to 
visit  tlieir  schools;  to  aid  in  organizing  teachers' 
institutes;  to  do  several  other  duties,  and  to  report 
annually  to  the  Slate  Superinteiulent. 

AUANV  COUNTY,  KIRST  DISTRICI. 

18561  John  B.  Shear,  Coeymaiu:  1858,  John  G.  Vander- 
lec.  Cedar  Hill;  1861,  L.  Carter  Tutllc.  C  iiUi  \\::.  .  1S64, 
John  C.  Kotl,  Albany;  1867,  Willwm  K  WhitUik,  Ikth- 
lehcm  Center;  1870,  I.conard  A.  Carhart,  Ci)cj  mAii5;  1873, 
John  F.  ShaSer,  Cedar  Hfll;  1876^  Sftvid  D.  L.  McCuUodi, 
New  Sdeai:  1879^  Aknndv  P.  Beln,  Cedar  Hill;  iISs, 
Samuel  F.  I'owcU.  Go^SMHa;  fttj,  J«hn  J.  CillaMB, 
Caltoaan's  Comen. 

nooND  DtsraicT* 

Peter  riiiUepuu^h;  Edward  V.  Filkiiu,  Berne;  1861, 
Gtattft  L.  fiouglilfla,  RauidMrvilki  1867,  Um  W.  Say- 
der,  PMIer's  HaBaw;  1870,  JoSna  Tlt>7er,  Soudi  Wctlerio; 

1864  and  1873,  Zcljciliah  A.  Dyer,  Fjst  Ikrnc;  1 876,  San  ford 
Si«son,  Ren'»elaerville;  1879,  Kulu*  T.  Crippen,  Kensse- 
lacrvme;  1 882.  Elias  Y«a^  Mdsvlle;  iS^  Ckails  De 
\jk  Mater,  Mpduwii 

THBD  nmucr. 

lfS6^  John  H.  Ssad,  XaoK*,  18158,  WOKan  Arthnr,  Jr., 
West  Tray;  i86t,  ThoMS  VUmm^  Guihleriaad;  iM;, 


OeMfsH.  Qaaf,  Km;  1864  snd  1870^  JdhnP.  WMdiaek, 

West  Troy;  1873,  Thomu  Ilclme,  McKownvillc;  1876, 
Willum  J.  McMillan,  West  Troy;  1879,  Clurles  £.  Stiuxc!). 
Knox;  1SS2,  Thoma*  P.HMoaD,  WsitTtajp;  188^  G«kc» 
McDaoaU,  West  Troy. 

i^JbhaMacUfc 

The  Commiaakmers  whoae  terma  eipired  De- 
cember 31,  1^56,  were  four  in  tninilMT.  one  from 
each  AiMmbly  district  They  were  appointed  by 
the  Board  of  Snperviaon  about  June  i,  soon  after 
the  passage  uf  the  act  constituting  them.  After 
thia  the  county  was  divided  into  three  ^bool  Com- 
miflBi<mer  Districts,  not  including  the  dties  and 
villages  having  s^iccial  school  acts  relating  lo  su- 
pervision. Since  November,  iS"  the  ('>iiiinis- 
siuncrs  have  been  elected  at  tiie  annual  State  elec- 
tion, and  oommcBoe  their  official  term  of  thiee 
years  on  the  ist  day  of  the  J.muaiy  aOCCecding. 

"Die  first  Stale  Norttuil  School  wa*  located  in  Al- 
bany by  law,  May  7,  1844,  under  the  supervision 
of  the  State  Sui)erintendentaod  the  Regents  of  the 
University.  We  give  a  more  e.xteiuicil  history 
of  this  institution  in  another  place.  We  mention 
it  heie  aa  one  «f  the  great  events  in  the  hiaioij  of 
eJucation,  <xcurrini;  in  this  county  over  forty  years 
ago,  and,  ever  since,  shedding  its  benignant  influ- 
ence upon  all  the  adioob  in  the  States  hot  e»- 
I)ecially  upon  those  of  Albany  County..  It  was^ 
with  the  characteristic  conservatism  of  the  educa- 
tional legislation  of  the  times,  limited  to  an  exist- 
ence of  only  five  yean.  DeWitt  Clinton,  in  l8s6b 
anil  otlier  cmiiieiu  -t.itcsnit'n  of  that  day,  who  saw 
that  poor  teaching  was  tlie  great  obstacle  to  the 
progress  of  popular  education,  had  spoken  of  the 
importance  of  such  an  institution.  The  best  edll> 
cators  and  school  officers  urged  it  Its  esublish- 
ment  as  an  experiment  was  a  necessity.  It  was 
opened  as  a  school,  with  twenty-nine  pupils,  De- 
cember, 1844.  Tt  has  never  been  closed.  April 
la,  1848,  it  was  made  a  "permanent  establish- 
ment" 1^  law.  Jntf  SI,  1S49,  H  occupied  ita 
pieaent  buiMinc;.  This  autumn  it  is  to  l>e  removed 
to  its  new  building  on  Washington  Park,  admirable 
for  location,  architacture,  and  all  needful  appoint- 
ments for  its  appropriate  work. 

Its  successive  principals  are  thus  named  :  David 
P.  Hige,  George  K.  Perkins,  Samuel  B.  Wool- 
worth,  Dnvid  H.  Cbchran^  Oliver  Aicgr,  Joaepb 
Alden,  Edward  P.  Waterbury. 

Tetuktrs'  Departments  in  Madcmies  were  pro- 
vided for  by  a  legialatne  act  of  March  30,  1849. 
and  kept  up  to  thia  day  by  subsequent  acti^  bj 
which,  under  certain  conditional  in  academiea  8e> 
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lected  by  the  Regents  of  the  VwmAtf,  a  cUns  of 

pupils  rccei\'c  special  instruction  in  the  art  of  man- 
aging and  teaching  schools  a  portion  of  each  year. 
Under  this  act  I  find  that  ReiMWiaenrUle  Academy 
and  Kni^xville  Acadetiiv  h;ive  done  some  useful 
service  in  this  way;  but  it  has  been  very  limited  in 
qoioiitjr  and  variable  in  qualify. 

Ttaehtri  Ins/iMu  htvt  been  a  {xipular  aod 
powerful  agency  in  the  working  educational  forces 
of  the  State  mi  l  County.  The  first  in  the  State 
was  oix:nci.l  at  Iiliuca,  April  4,  1843,  by  Prof.  John 
S.  Denman,  of  Tompkins  Coanfy,  and  held  two 
weeks.  Salem  Town,  James  1?.  Thompson  and 
David  Powell  were  the  assistants.  Twenty-eight 
leadien  attended.  A  law  providing  for  holding 
them  annaally  in  each  county  was  pas.scd,  Novem- 
ber 13,  1847,  appropriating  sixty  dollars  to  each 
ooonfy  which  should  comply  with  its  provisions. 

We  add  as  complete  a  Hit  as  we  can  now  malce 
out  of  those  held  in  this  county.  We  do  not  find 
that  Albany  County  was  among  the  earliest  to  com- 
ply with  the  terms  of  the  act 

For  some  years  they  were  not  held  regularly, 
and  were  thinly  attended.  Indeed,  to  this  day,  the 
attendance  embraces  but  a  small  part  of  the  teach- 
ers of  the  county,  and  but  little  popular  or  pro- 
fcssii)nal  enthusiasm  h;is  ever  Ix  t-n  awakened  in 
these  State  institutions  in  Albany  Counfy.  The 
years  and  places  of  holding,  and  the  number  of 
members  enrolled  for  twenty  yean  paa^  are  here 
given  : 

1865.  — ClarksvOle^  118;  East  lieme,  106; 
Watervliet,  173. 

1866.  — Chc>t(  rville,  181;  Wateivliet,  iia 

1867.  — Cohoes,  yj. 

1868.  — Owstetville^  110;  Knowenville^  73. 
,869.  

187a— Oiesienrille»  140 ;  Cbcgrnuui^  66. 

1 87 1.  — Water\'liet.  71. 

1872.  — Chcstervilie,  172. 

1873.  i  ;,>-t  I5erne.  167. 

1874.  Knijwersville,  13 1. 

1875.  — Clarksville,  I44> 

1876.  — New  Salem,  13  a. 

1877.  — Knowenville,  144. 

187S. — New  S;ilem,  I'lj  ;  New  Salem,  89. 

1879.  — t-'larksviiie,  102;  Adamsville,  75. 

1880.  — Knowersville,  145;  Berne,  157. 

1881.  ^New  Salem,  lao;  Coejrmana,  78. 
i88t.— ^estervilie,  146 ;  KnowenviU^  108. 

1883.  — New  Salem,  62. 

1884.  — Coeymans,  121. 

1885.  — ^Knowenville^  97. 

Tkt  S/aU  Otelogical  Survey  was  aatborized  by 

law,  April  15,  1836,  and  was  carried  on  in  four 
districts.   Albany  County  was  included  in  the  first 


district  The  following  distinfttiahed  scientific 
men  residing  in  Albany  were  engaged  with  others 
in  that  survey  as  principals  or  sasistants :  Prof. 
William  G.  Mather,  hi  geology ;  FroC  Ebcnezer 
Kmmons,  in  geology  and  ajjriculture  ;  Dr.  James 
Mights,  in  geology ;  ProC  James  Hall,  in  geology 
and  paleontology.  Theworic  commenced  in  1836 
and  terminated  with  their  first  reports  in  1841. 
ccpt  that  of  paleontology,  which  is  still  continued 
under  Dr.  James  Hall,  who  has  served  in  this  de- 
partment  since  1843.  Besides  the  five  annual  re- 
ports, twent}K>nc  hiiL,'e  printed  volumes,  abounding 
in  facts  and  illustrations,  attest  to  the  extent  and 
thoroughness  of  Ae  work  done. 

The  State  Museum  of  Natural  IIistor>-,  recently 
placed  in  the  State  Hall,  of  which  James  Hall  has 
been  director  since  1866,  is  a  wonderful  collection, 
a  great  and  impresrivtt  teacher  of  science,  an  oafe> 
growth  of  tltis  sur\'ey,  continually  intreasinp  un- 
der the  fostering  care  of  the  Regenu  of  the  Univer- 
sity, who  are  its  legal  trastaes,  and  by  die  wise  and 
devoted  activity  of  its  museum  staff,  consisting  of 
Profs.  James  Hall,  geologist ;  Joseph  A.  Lintner, 
entomologist,  and  Chailes  H.  Peck,  botanist 

In  l8aa^  years  before  the  above  State 

survey  wa.s  commencetl,  a  (',coloi,^cal  and  Agri- 
cultural Survey  of  Albany  County  was  made  by 
ProC  Theodofic  Romeyn  Beck.  This  was  the 
first  undert.nking  of  the  kiml  in  the  St.ite. 

Hon.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  with  cliaracter- 
istic  public  spirit  and  leal  Ibr  promoting  valuable 
knowledge,  empioynd  Pro£  Amoa  Eaton,  then  of 
Albany,  to  make  a  geological  examination  of  the 
rocks  along  the  hne  of  the  Erie  Canal.  His 
report  waa  puMiahed  in  i8t4t  was  a  work  of 
decided  m^t,  conriddlng  the  stale  of  adence  at 

that  date. 

Rkuexts  or  THE  UNivERsmr,  except  ex  ojiciis, 
appointed  shice  1787,  and  having  reaidenoe  hi 
Albany  County,  widi  year  of  appointment,  have 
been  as  Callows ; 

John  Rodgcrs,  1787:  Philip  Schuyler,  1787; 
Dirck  Rumcyn,  17H7;  Kilardus  Westerlo,  1787; 
John  iMcl)i.n.ild,  i-f^7;  .\braham  Van  Vtcliten, 
1797;  Thomas  Ellison,  1797;  Simeon  I)e  Witt, 
1798;  James  Kent,  1800;  john  Tayler,  1802; 
Ambrose  Spencer,  1805;  EUsha  Jenkins,  1807;  De 
Witt  Qinton,  1808;  Peter  Gansevoort,  Jr.,  1808; 
Joseph  C.  Yates,  1 8 1 2 ;  Solomon  Soulhwick,  1812; 
Smith  Thompson,  i>Sij;  John  WtKKlworth,  1813; 
Martin  Van  Duren,  1816;  John  I.ansing,  Jr.,  1817; 
John  De  Witt,  181 7:  Samuel  Young,  1817;  Stephen 
Van  Renawlaer,  1819;  WiUhun  A.  Dner,  i8so; 
Harmanus  Bleecker,  1822;  Samiitl  A.  Takott, 
1823;  James  King,  1823;  Peter  Uendell,  1823; 
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Willbm  L.  Marcy,  iSaj; JeaM  Bud,  1826;  Ikn- 
jamin  F.  Bnder.  1819;  derrit  Y.  Lansing,  1839; 

John  Kcycs  Paige,  i82t>:  John  Tracy,  1*^30:  J'>hn 
A.  Dix,  1831;  F.rastus  Coming,  1B33;  James  Mc- 
Kown,  1834;  AmaiaJ.  I'arkcr,  1835;  Joseph  Rus- 
sell, 1839';  John  C  Sitencer,  1840;  Gideon  Haw- 
ley,  i84>;  John  V.  L  Prayn,  1844;  Martin  Van 
Buren.  1845;  Jabcx  D.  Hammond,  1845:  Philip 
S.  Van  Rensselaer,  184^;  John  N,  Campl>ell,  1851; 
George  W.  Clinton,  1856:  (leorge  R.  Perkins, 
1862;  Henry  K.  I'ierson,  1H72;  Anson  J.  Upson, 
1874;  John  A.  Dix,  1H76;  Charles  F„  Smith,  1879; 
St  Clair  McKdway.  1883;  Hanulton  Harris. 
1885. 

Standard  biatorians  have  Kiicdy  noticed  the  sab- 

ject  or  education.  We  have  had  little  help  from 
them.  They  write  <  >f  wars,  and  the  strifes  of  kings 
and  other  uicu  sirugghng  for  wealth  and  power. 
Theiisfa  a  record  of  oonaending  bcttooa  in  Church 
and  Stnte.  From  them  the  stiulcnt  of  historj'  learns 
little  of  tlie  homes  of  the  people,  of  the  training  of 
the  jroang,  of  the  pnnmiti  of  the  itadent  of 
science  and  literature,  or  of  the  migh^  ininences 
that  come  from  wise  and  godly  men  and  woinen, 
worlting  for  hamani^  and  country,  in  quiet  place& 
And  yet  these  are  all  of  vital  importance. 

SVhoo]  statistics,  as  published  in  our  school  docu- 
ments, possess  Utile  value  previous  to  about  1857. 
Mr.  Victor  M.  Rice  is  entitled  to  the  credit  of  or- 
ganizing  a  plan  ibr  them,  but  little  improvetl  since. 
He  bad  able  ckrlu  in  his  department;  and  county 
school  commissioDeis  were  trained  by  him  to  a 
habit  of  making  intelligible  and  truthful  reports. 
An  examination  of  the  State  .\nnual  Schcxjl  Reports 
for  ihii  ty  years  past  will  enlighten  the  student  of 
edacatioa,  as  he  can  be  enlightened  In  no  odier 
w  ay,  in  regard  to  the  progress  of  education  in  our 
Slate  and  County.  We  would  beglad  U>  collate 
lacts  and  mdce  comparisons  from  these  tables,  but 
space  forbids. 

The  influences  that  liive  been  working  for  a 
century  past  to  advance  ihc  education  ot  the  masses 
in  this  Stat^  have  been  many.  Albany  Gonnty, 
as  embracing  the  State  Capital,  and  the  temporary 
homes,  at  least,  of  legislators,  slatemen,  jurists, 
edncatoEi  and  phifauiihropists,  firom  whom  these 
influences  have  proceeded,  has  had  great  advan- 
ttlgea.  In  the  City  of  Alban  v  these  influentL-s  have 
been  powcrluUy  felt.  They  have  led  lo  lite  csub- 
Hshment  of  onr  many  private  sdiools,  oarexcdient 
academics  and  public  schools,  our  schools  of 
law  and  medicine,  our  Dudley  Observatory,  our 
libraries  and  Oabinett,  and  all  oar  ftdlidm  for 
advancement  in  knowledge 

It  must  be  admitted  that  these  influences  have 
slowly  entered  into  our  country  towns.    We  have 


no  doubt  that  the  manorial  svstem,  so  long  existing 
in  these  towns,  has  been  the  chief  paralyzing  cause. 
It  made  men  groveling  and  ambitioaksB,  Abetter 
<lav  for  these  beautiful  valleys  ami  hills,  these 
homes  and  villages,  is  lifting.  Schools  and  school- 
hoQses  are  better,  and  men  and  women  of  intelHr 
gence  and  influence  are  multiplying. 

No  one  can  question  that  these  g<x>d  influences 
had  their  origin  and  stimulus  from  New  England. 
The  immigmtion  from  that  land,  whidi  bq^sn  hn> 
me<liately  after  the  Revt)lution,  and  has  cmitinued 
ever  since,  has  spread  and  intensified  these  influ- 
ences. 

Among  the  men  whose  exertions  and  influence 
have  essentially  contributed  to  the  establishment  of 
the  schools  referred  to,  and  to  the  securing,  finally, 
of  a  real,  pennanent  admot  syMem,  fiee  for  all  the 
people,  may  be  named  the  following  who  have  had 
residence  in  tUs  ooon^,  not  to  speak  of  Governor^ 
Regents,  and  State  Sapetintendenls  named  else* 
where: 

Gideon  Hawley,  Eliplulet  Nott,  Alexander  G. 
Johnson,  Henry  B.  Haswell,  John  O.  Cole^ 
Franklm  Townsend,  John  V.  L.  Pruyn,  Bradford 
R.  Wood,  Friend  Humphrey,  Henry  Mandeville, 
Alonzo  FoUer,  Jabez  D.  Hammond,  John  C 
Spencer,  Danid  D.  Barnard,  Ebeneaer^'oot,  T. 
Romeyn  Beck,  Francis  Dwight,  Alonzo  Crittenden, 
Benj.  F.  Butler,  lliomas  W.  Valentine,  John  W. 
Bulkley,  Samuel  B  Woolworth,  Alden  March, 
James  H.  Armsby,  Daniel  J.  Pratt,  Henry  S.  McCall, 
Charles  P.  Easton,  John  E.  Bra<i!ey,  Merrill  H 
Gates  and  many  others,  including,  of  course,  all 
competent  and  fidtliibl  edacalon,  male  and  female. 
Of  these  twenty-nine,  nineteen  arc  natives  of  New 
England.  They  were  acknowledged  leadm 
Others,  "of  every  kindred,  every  tribe,"  have 
cheerfully  co-operated  or  loliowe^  ud  enjoyed 

tilc  benclit  of  their  labors;. 

Alter  years  ol  struggling  in  the  dark,  without 
sjpstem,  Gideon  Hawlqr,  ofConnecticot,  wasdected 

State  Superintendent  of  CommOOSdlOols,  in  1813, 
and  held  the  office,  with  a  salaty  of  I500,  for  eight 
years.    "To  no  individual  in  the  Slate  are  Ae 

friends  of  Common  Scbo<:>l  Education  more  in- 
iltbtetl  fir  the  impetus  p-iMn  the  cause  of  element- 
ary iusiruciion  in  its  iulancy  liian  to  Gideon  Haw- 
1^."  Organisation,  supervision,  practical  knowl- 
edge of  minute  di  tiils,  p;Hi<  nce,  perseverance, 
honest  work  and  sincere  love  for  the  cause  were 
the  requintea  in  one  man.  Mr.  Hawley  united  all 
these.  He  settled  in  .Mbany,  was  long  time  Sco> 
retary  of  the  Board  of  Regents,  and  lived  to  see 
the  reward  of  his  labors.     Many  followed  him 
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most  worthily.  The  wurk  was  cnrried  on  in 
the  Secretary  of  State  Department,  with  increased 
expericDoe,  bjr  such  men  as  Yates,  Flsgg,  Diz, 
Spencer,  Young,  Benton,  Morg-aii  and  tlic  Ran- 
dalls. In  1854  Superintendent  Rice  tuok  the  helm, 
followed  by  Weaver  and  othen.  Bat  none  after 
Hawley  had  a  home  in  this  county  except  iluring 
their  official  terms.  Jonathan  Tenney  and  Addi- 
son A.  Kejres  arc  the  only  I^eputy  State  Superin- 


tendents of  Pul)lic  Instruction  who  were  perma- 
nent residents  in  Albany  County. 

Hm  Edncational  growth  of  our  County  lias 
hecn  very  rapiil  dnrincr  the  last  one  hun(lro<l  years, 
and  especially  so  during  the  last  fifty  years.  Its 
histofy,  to  which  we  have  given  a  few  pages  only, 
could  easily  l>c  expanded  into  a  volame;  In  the 
special  histor)'  of  Albany  Gty  we  shall  give  more 
attention  to  its  local  institutions  of  learning. 


A  LIST  OF  THK  TOWNSIIII'S  (/.).  CITIKS  (r  ),  INCOKl'f )RATEI)  VILLAGES  (£  sl), 
VILLAGES  (r),  HAMLEl^S  (ii.)  AND  NEIGliHOKUOODS  («.)  IN 

ALBANY  CX)UNTY, 


WITH  THBIB  mSTAirCIS 


KRom'alhany  riTV  in  milfs,  tiikir  posT-oKi'irF.s,  KAtLWAT  STATI0K8,  LOCATtOK 

IN  TOWN,   LOCAL  NAUES,   ETC.,   I>Y  PKOF.  J.  1KNSF.V. 


Albamt., 


Arbor  Hill  

Groeshcckvilif  

Martinsville  

North  Allany.  ... 
Tivoii  Hollow  .... 

iFark. 


WadiiMtaoF 
WotAIbuy. 


Bkrne. 
llcrncviUe. ........ 

ICast  Iicme  

Souili  Kene...... 

Wot  Itcme  

Peoria  

Rcifl-.villp   

'nioiiipxin's  I«ikc 

BETIII-KIIK.M  

Adaim'  Station .  .  . 
llcckcr's Corners. . 
Hcthlebtm  Ctiiter. 

Cedar  Hill  

HuntviUc  

Kenwood   


adkU  

SllngerUiMh.  

So.  Rcthlchcm  

I'ppcr  I  lollow  

V.m  Wic's  

Wcmple  

("OKVM.\.NS  

Alcove  

A'UKtuck  

Cocymans  IIuIImw  . 
Cocymans  Junction. 
C<K'yiii.ins  Landing. 

Intlian  Fields  

Koefer's  COmen. . . 

Mtwsy  IliU  

Stei>lieti»ville  

(JollOES  , 


C11I.ONIK  

('•L'lLDRRIJiND  

I  hinniivillr  

I  ri  Dcli's  Mills  

Fuller's  Slalioa  . . . . 
CniMarlaDd  Ceater. 


P.O. 


Albany  1'.  O. 

M  M 


«•  M 

M  W 

P.O. 
P.O. 
BemeP.O. 

P.O. 
I'.  (>. 
P.O. 
W.  Berne  P.  O. 

P.  o. 

IWthlehem  Center  1".  O. 
I'.  O. 
I',  t). 

r.  O. 

1".  O. 
AJbuv  P.  O. 

M  M 

AdamtviDeor  \ 
Albany  P.  O.  f 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 
Adamsrillc  P.  O. 
P.  O. 

Ikthleliciti  Center  P.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  O. 

P.  (). 

r,  1 1. 

Cocymans  P.  O. 
Cocymans  P.  O. 

P.  O. 

P.O. 

''''iSc<>\\'\''.'6'.''' 

P.O. 


p.  (). 

p.  0. 

Fuller's  Sla.  P. 
P.O. 
.P.O. 


KiJhHtySmloin 


N.  V.  C.  { 
B.  Sl  A.,  etc.  ) 


N.  y.'C* 


A.ftS. 


W.  S. 


W.& 
A.ft& 
W.S. 


w.  s. 


K.ft&aDd 


W.S. 


in  MU«« 
fron  Suic 


S 

•3 

•9 

SI 

27 

27 
16 

17 

5 
6 
8 


3 
2 


10 

7 
10 

4 

5 
3 
•3 

21 
16 
18 

«3 

'3 
20 

20 

22 

20 


9 
«5 
•3 

ta 


LocatioD 

in 
Town. 


N. 
.S. 

s. 

N. 
N. 
W. 
N. 

N.' 

N. 
s. 

N.  W. 
N.  W  . 
.S.  E. 
N.  F- 

C.' 

s. 

c. 

S.  K. 
N. 
E. 

KB. 

E. 

N.  W. 

S. 
N.  E. 

£. 

B. 

.sVw. 

S.  E. 

s.  c. 

E. 
S.  E. 

N. 
N.  W. 
S.  W. 

s.  w. 


E. 
N.  \V. 
E. 
C. 

c. 


lOdMrNoM. 


Fort  Oranj;c.  The  Fuyck, 
Bcvcrwytk,  Auninin,  Or- 
anienbcrg,  WilUamttadt, 
wero  ssify  noHSh 

Annexed  from  Bethlehem. 
Named  for  ticorije  Martin. 
Annexed  from  Watervlict. 

PnliUe  Ftoli. 
MotdyinWataivBri. 

Beaver  Dun,  Conmrmlion. 
Philla,  n.  Warner  *  Lake. 

Mochanics\illc,  Peoria. 
Named  for  Peoria,  Ilk. 
Named  for  Saody  Reid. 
rRenrt. 


Adamsville. 

The  H<iok. 
Balicock's  (  '(.irner. 
Steamboat  Landing. 

Mouth  of  NormanskiU. 
Upper  If  allow. 


JuMt*  ConMi. 
NdmsBSffffie. 


StfpJiL'llvvlllr. 

Peacock's  Corners. 


Named  for  Balthnt  Keefer. 


!A    town  from    tlk>8-i5,  ( 
now  a  part  of  AlWny,  ) 

Named  for  Chri&toiihcr  Dunn. 

Named  lor  Abel  French. 
Named  for  Maj.  John  Fuller. 


e. 

n. 

H. 
H. 

n. 
M. 
«. 

V. 

/. 

V. 

k. 
h. 

h. 
h. 
i. 
4. 
/. 
t». 
H. 
h. 
n. 
ir. 

V, 


m. 

V. 
V. 


A. 

V, 

h. 

x>. 

k. 

M. 
ML 
». 

e. 


t. 
k. 

H, 

h, 

V. 


f 
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A  LIST  OF  THE  TOWNSHIPS.  CITIES,  INCOKI'URA  I  KD  VILLAGES^  ETC,  ETG 


(•iiildi-rlam)  Statinn. 

I  lanilUoiivilIc  

Knowersvillc  

McKownville  

Sloans   

Knox  

KnoxviUc  


ButTowMMp..... 
WtctTowiHliilp.... 

MBWSOOTtAND.... 

Callanan's  Conien. 

Claricsvillc  

F««ra  Bush  

HeUerbor^.  

leruMlem  

New  Salcni  

New  ScotUnd  


Nnr  Scctflaixl  Slitioii, 

OnCKltiothau  , 

Union  Church  

Unioavilk  


VoorhenviUe  

Wotfm  

RWHMBtAHyilUU. 

Cooktbniv  

ContK^rsvilk-  

Medusa  

Pockham  I  ioUow. . . 
Potter's  Holluw.... 
Proton  Hollow  

Rjemaclaenrillc  


Smith's  (Corners . 
Williani^Iiurg.  . . 
\Vaif.kvi.iit... 
Boght  


Cracnrt  •«••.••••••. 

GAboamillB.  

GfacaUawL  

Gfocibeck'a  Camn. 

bdaad^  Coram  

Kamer.  


Ijttham's  Corners. . 

LUha's  Kill  

Louiiunville ....... 

Lower  Aqotioct... 

Menand'g  

Ni»  (4>nville  

Port  Sthuylfr  

Shakers  

Spcncerville  

Iowa  Houae  Cornen.. 
VmVranken'aConicn 

WaddMtaii  

WalerfUet  Center  , 
WotAlteiqr.  


WaatlVogr, 


P.  o. 
Gu'ildcfiand  P.  O. 

V.  C>. 

1'.  ( 1. 
liuildcrlantl  P.  O. 

1'.  O. 
Knox  P.  O. 
KaosP.O. 

P.O. 

P.  a 

P.O. 

P.O. 

p.  o. 

JeruMlem  P.  O. 

V.  O. 
P.  O. 
P.  (). 
P.  O. 

VoortMiville  P.  Oi. 


MiMvl 


P.O. 
Union  Church  P.  O. 


P.O. 

P.  a 


P.O. 


p.  a 


P.O. 
P.O. 


p.  (). 

P.  o. 

P.O. 

Medusa  \\  O. 
Rentselaerville  I'.  < ). 

'  Coh«»  P  .  6/ 
AlbMf  P.  O. 
Karmr  P.  O. 

Coboet  P.  O. 
LoodonTille  P.  O. 

P.  o. 

Cohocs  P.  O. 

P.  (). 
P.  (). 


Albany  P.  O. 
P.O. 


Wkstbri^o  

Chestcrvillc.  . . , 
iKjrmarisvillc  . . . 

l„llnli\  (  urlKTS. 

Siiilh  Wcslcrlo  . 


Van  l.euvi  n's  Cnrncrs. 
Wcstcrlo  Center  


P.  (). 
West  Albany  P.  O. 
Cohoes  P.  O. 
Coiioa  P.  O. 

 p.b* 

P.O. 

P.O. 

p.  t). 

Westerlo  P.  O. 

P.  ( ». 
So.  Westerlo  I'.  O. 
P.  (). 

WeOcrlo  P.  O. 


A.  &  S. 
Ai'&S." 

A  i  s.' 


w.  s. 

W.S.' 


t  A.  &  S.  and  t 

\       W.  S.  i 

"  w.  s.  '  ' 

\v.  s. 

I  A.  &  S.  and  i 

\     w.s.  \ 


N.y.  c 

T.ftS. 


N.  Y.  C. 

'  AitT." 
N.  Y.'C.' 

'n.y'.cV 


Uwiocci 

Capitol. 


>4 

8 

'7 
4 

8 

21 
21 
22 
'9 

1 
12 

12 

9 
'S 

9 

12 

8 
II 

«4 

9 
9 

II 

>3 

32 

29 

33 
3a 

»3 

28 

28 

10 

3 
8 

13 

6 

7 
to 

3 
9 
6 

9 
3 

12 

3 
5 

"'% 
2 
6 
6 
5 
9 
3 


22 

22 
20 
;(i 
a4 

30 
22 


to 

Tamm. 


S.  W. 

E. 
W.  C. 
S.  E. 

E. 

C. 

N. 

E. 

W. 

E. 
S.  E. 
S.  W. 
S.  E. 
N.  W. 
S.  K. 
N.  \V. 

F.. 

N.  E. 

S. 
E. 
E. 

N. 

W. 

s.w. 
s.  w. 

S.  E. 
S.  W. 

s.  w. 

N.  B. 

S.  E. 
N.  W. 

a.' 

E. 

N. 
W. 
E. 
E. 
N. 
C. 

w. 

c. 

N.  W. 

s. 

N.  E. 
E. 
C. 

W. 

s. 

C. 

c. 

E. 
N. 
S. 


c. 

K. 

s.  w. 
s. 

N. 
C. 


N"d  for  Hon.  ll.miilion. 
Named  for  Iliui.  Ik-nj.  Kiiower, 
Named  (or  lion,  Ja^.  .McKown. 
Ilamiltonvillc,  Slixtni. 


The  Street. 


Jerusalem. 
Fcoa  Buih. 


Tarry  town. 

I'nionvillc. 


Named  tor  I 
Hon.  A  b.  Voorbecs.  | 


Nuned  for  ThooMt  Ciiok. 

Williamiburg. 
Hall's  Mills. 
Obsolete;  Willow  Clcn. 
Named  for  Samuel  Poller. 
Named  for  John  Preston. 

i Named  for  j 
Gen.  S.  Van  Rmsselaer.  ( 
Naine«l  for  Moses  .Smith. 
Coniieri\  ille. 

Grocslieck's  Comrrs. 

i Rural,  St.  Aj;iici  and  ^ 
Ansbe  Emeth  Cemeteries.  ) 
Karncr. 
Railway  Station. 

TBMt'tlilud. 

ThcTVwht. 
Named  for  Rev.  Sdah  Ireland 
Named  (or  Theodore  Kamer. 
i      Town  House  and  I 
(  Van  Vranken's  Comers,  j 

Named  for  Ixird  Loudon. 

On  thi-  Moh.iwk. 
Named  for  I'lnrivt  Mrn.iiid. 
Nanicil  toi  John  M.  N'c«  tun. 
Named  lor  I'ltir  .*H:lniylcr. 
Shaker  Community  since  1776. 
Named  lor  Julius  A.  Spencer. 
Van  Vranken's. 
Town  Hotne  Comers. 
Ppit  Sctajte* 

Partly  ill  Albany  Ci'hr'. ' 
( Includes  former  Port  Scnuy- 1 
}     kr,  GOibQiunile  ud  > 


far  Rer.  John  (  hcster. 
'  Car  Oanid  Donnan. 


•.*.... 


I  Once  Sackelt's  Comers  and  1 
•  Preston's  Corners;  named  r 
(     for  Isaac  Van  Ix-uven.  ) 


A 

p. 

V. 

k. 

V. 

t, 
A. 
n. 
p. 

t. 
A 

V. 

A 


w. 

A 
A 
A 


n. 
t, 

V, 

». 

V. 

A. 

V. 

T, 


A. 

A. 
t. 
h. 

h. 

A. 
A 
V. 

t.v. 
A. 

V, 

A. 

A. 

A. 
t: 
m. 
A. 

V. 
H. 
V, 
V. 

A 
A 

A 
9. 

r, 

i,v. 

I. 

A 
A 

f. 
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HISTORY  OF  POPULATION  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


^Blr  PmiC  WHMfVJfiY. 


THE  legitimate  purpfwe  of  the  Census  seems  to 
be  to  dclerminc  matlcre  c-scnli,»I  Id  intelli- 
gent and  equitable  administration  of  public  aifairs. 
At  fint  notUng  was  taken  acoomit  of  except  the 
population  classed  by  age^  sexe^  and  sometimes 
by  races.  In  this  \v;iv  the  strength  of  a  jK-i  iple  for 
the  productive  pursuits  of  peace  ur  the  destructive 
hasards  of  irar,  was  mearared.  And  when  some 
respect  began  to  be  given  to  the  popular  dim  m  l 
for  natural  rights,  it  vras  important,  to  begin  with, 
to  ha¥e  some  scale  of  lepcewntadon. 

As  imperfect  as  these  censns  takings  conftssedly 
am,  tfiey  are  valuable  as  an  approximate  measure 
of  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  a  people.  To 
take  them  as  diey  come  to  vs  is  the  best  we  can 
do,  when  we  propose  toslinw  the  historic  move- 
ment of  population  and  the  great  events  and  in- 
dustries that  accompany  it  or  depend  upon  it 
Hence^  we  have  careruUy  colUted,  from  e\  ery  re- 
source in  our  reach,  this  chapter  as  a  valuable  con- 
tribution to  our  history. 

As  will  be  seen,  Ite  statements  of  popolation 
diirinj:  the  Dutch  Colonial  period  lire  bnt  little 
better  than  estimates;  aiid  even  when  taken  by  di- 
rection of  govemmoit  oflloera,  not  only  in  the 
English  Colonial  times,  but  even  in  this  day,  by 
so  many  "enumerators,"  and  from  the  mouths 
of  so  many  dishonest,  ignorant  or  timid  people, 
the  tabohttd  iqNMrts  have  never  yet  readied  pei>- 
lection. 

Our  facts  and  inferences  in  regard  to  the  number 
and  condition  of  the  population  of  New  Nether* 
lands  during  the  Dalch  period,  and  of  New  York 
during  the  English  period,  are  derived  from  the 
documents  and  other  historic  papers  of  those 
periods. 

Wassenaer's  Historia  Van  Europa,  Amsterdam, 
1631-1632,  says:  "There  are  now  no  families  at 
Fort  Onmge.  They  are  all  brought  down.  They 
keep  five  or  six  and  twenty  jKirsons,  traders,  there, 
fiastiaen  Jansz  Crol  is  Vice-Director  there;  He  re- 
mained tfiere  sinoe  the  year  1636,  when  dn  otben 
came  down." 

niis  helps  confirm  our  ojiinion  that  no  jierma- 
nent  settlements  in  or  near  what  is  now  Albany 


were  made  prior  to  1630;  peifaapswe  ought  to 

say,  prior  to  i  (^y). 

Tlie  same  writer,  speaking  of  Fort  Amsterdani, 
says:  " The  population  consiats  of  S70.  including 
men,  womeM  and  children. "  Fear  of  the  savages, 
and  the  dreary  state  of  tilings  about  frontier  Fort 
Orange,  tiius  early  led  tiic  ' '  families,  "  ' '  the  women 
and  children,"  to  **oome  down"  to  a  place  of 

belter  security. 

That  the  early  population  of  both  Manhattan 
and  Beverwyck  consisted  of  few  persons,  except 
the  officers  and  .ser^.mts  of  the  A  {  ;  India  Com- 
pany, is  well  agreed.  .\  Hule  h.uul  of  colonists 
came  over  in  1630  as  tiumers  and  farm  s<:r\ants 
under  the  patroon,  and  did  service  under  leases  or 
otherwise,  on  the  manor  buids  of  RcMsebemycL 
Few  had  families. 

In  1658,  most  of  the  population  was  confined  to 
New  Amsterdam  and  Fort  Orange. 

Their  "High  Mightinesses"  had  information  in 
April,  1638,  tliat  "the  population  in  New  Nelber- 
knds  does  not  only  not  faicrease  as  it  migh^  but 

even  that  it  is  decreasing,"  which  they  attribute  to 
the  neglect  of  the  West  India  Company  to  pro^terly 
encourage  hnmigratioa  and  provide  for  the  protec; 
tion  of  the  immigrants  by  proper  '*  inducement 
and  pre-eminences." 

Free  trade,  in  1638,  gave  some  impetus  to  im- 
migration; bnt  most  who  came  over  preferred  trad- 
ing with  Indians  to  cultivating  the  soil.  In  1646, 
as  shown  by  the  Van  Rensselaer  papers,  only  216 
colonists  had  been  sent  over  to  Renmdaerwyck  in 
sixteen  yeus^  redtoning  finom  the  fint  anival  in 
1630. 

Governor  Stu}'vesant  tells  us  that,  in  1647,  soon 
after  he  came  in  charge  of  New  Netherlands, 

"The  whole  province  could  not  muster  250  or,  at 
most,  300  men  capable  of  bearing  arms."  This 
indudes,  of  conrsei  all  the  setdements  in  and 

around  New  .Xrnsterdain.  F.bopus  and  Beverwyck. 
This  he  attributes  in  part  to  the  "exceeiiingly  det- 
rimental, land-destroying  and  people-expelling  wan 
with  the  cruel  barbarians  "  that  were  aroused  and 
carried  on  under  Kieft.  In  this  connection  he 
speaks  of  his  "troublesome  neighbors  of  New 
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England,"  whose  population  nQmbend  "foil  fifly 
to  our  one."  Not  far  fiom  this  time  New  England 
was  dotted  over  with  agricultural  anil  commercial 
settlements,  many  of  which  had  organized  as  inde- 
pendent towns;  and  its  popolation  was  leckoned 
at  60,000. 

Until  1656,  the  little  church  of  nine  benches 
aatisSed  Ae  rel^oos  worshipefs  of  Fort  Orange 

and  the  Cblony.  The  early  population  of  Ikver- 
wyck  was  an  unsettled  one.  Some  few  of  the  better 
class  purchased  lands  beyond  the  limils  of  Fort 
Onngi^  and  settled  down  as  industrious  farmers; 
some  returned  to  Fatherland;  and  fathers  retired  to 
ttie  mure  stirring  town  of  New  Amsterdam,  down 
bf  the  sea.  Population  increased  slowly  opon  the 
frontiers  up  the  Hudson  and  Mohawk.  Many 
were  vagabonds  of  the  lowest  character;  most 
unfit  as  founders  or  builders  of  a  permanent  and 
prosperous  sode^. 

In  1673,  nine  years  after  the  Knp;lish  caine  in 
possession,  we  are  told  :  "  They  and  as  many  of 
the  Dutch-  nation  as  are  yet  reaidhig  under  this 
government  is  calculated  to  amount,  women  and 
children  included,  to  alx»at  six  thousand." 

In  1O78,  Gov.  Andros  writes:  "TnhaUtants  and 
planters  about  2,000  able  to  bear  armcs;  old  In- 
habitants of  the  place  or  if  I'.ngland,  except  in 
and  ncerc  New  York,  of  Dutch  extraction,  and  some 
few  of  all  nadons." 

"The  town  itself  is  upon  a  liarrcn  spot  of  land, 
and  the  inhabitants  live  wholly  upon  trade  with 
the  Indians."  Gov.  Dongan  in  1687,  says  this  of 
Albany. 

.  The  first  attempt  at  takinp;  a  census  in  the  Prov- 
ince of  New  York,  was  made  in  16S6  by  Gov. 
Dongan,  by  request  of  the  Board  of  Trade  and 
advice  of  Council.  The  Sheriff  bad  die  m.itter  in 
charge,  assisted  by  constables  or  Other  under-offi- 
aea,  and  reported  on  or  bdbce  the  istof  April  to 
the  Governor. 

A  usr  or  m  baos  or  rAwuia, 

And  the  number  of  men,  women  and  children  in 
each  household  in  the  Gtf  and  County  of  Albany, 
June  16,  1697: 

Chil. 

Mt-n.  Womrn.  dreo. 

fiul■li*  Hanncnsc   i         t  i 

yndert  Schuyler   1      -i  i 

Jcumea  Schuyler   1       1  n 

Anantie  Wendds   o       1  1 

AUdaScbuykr   o       t  4 

PieterVon  Bragh   I       i  i 

Maritiet  Lerven*   O       i  3 

Margaret  Schuyler   O       I  o 

Mdpcrt  .\lir.iham»c  ,      I        i  3 

Wouter  Van  I  ><:t!c<:   I        1  o 

fieter  Vui  Olindc  1       I  3 


Davit!  Schuyler  ,   I 

Mrs.  l!ra(ish.iw. ..................... ,  O 

Willam  Kclclhyn  

I.nc.is  Liuasc  

iin  liralts  Widdow...,,.  
Locloi  (icrritsc  

Jan  Rijsiic  

Isaac  Cacpd-se  

I  lendrkk  Muidb  

Hendrick  Hab  

loannk  Becker,  Jua'r  

J.icob  StaetB  

1  >irk  Van  dcr  Ifevds  

William  Hoean  (L)  

Joaunu  Teller  

John  Fync  ,  

Ilcndrick  Ijinfiini;  

Wc.icr  Wan  dcr  I'ythiOf...  

raiiliis  Martiiise  

I'lhii  Carr  (K.)  

James  I'arkir  iK.)  

Hem! lick  Ootliiiut  ,  

Colo.  I'ieter  Sthuylcr  

I'ictcr  V.an  Woglom  

Jacob  Winnc  

Teank  Dtekee  

Abraham  Staets  

Bcnoni  Van  CoriRr  

larian  Van  Hock  

W-ph  VeaU  (E.)  

loscph  Janse  (Sp.)  

Jonathan  Broadnunt  (E)  

Jan  Verlieeck  

tghlxrrt  Tcunussc  

Lecndcrt  t'hillipsc  

A!l«-rt  Kycknian  

Kn-drii  V  I  I.irnitnsc  

Jatol)  <  oriiilissc  Bogart. 

Omic  1  jigr.-uige,  JimV.   

William  Holie  

Ilarman  tlanscvourt  


Jan  Ouackcboiac. 
Jpa  SaloBMOia'. . . 
GoocnMSS  IMIin 


Hendrick  Haoe. 
Catelyntie  Schuyler  

J.ifolm*  Schuyler  

I  i cart  lltiiilriksc  

lacolt  Van  Schoonhoven. . . . . , 

'[oannis  UraU  

\Vcs'i<?l  Ten  Brcieck 

Kraiis  Wiiiiic  

Maria  l.<x)kcrman......  .... 

(n  rrit  Kyckcr. , 

Kyer  ( Icrritsc  

Jan  \'onda  

Harpcrt  Jacotue  

Willem  Gystjcrse  

Takd  IXrdue  

Jan  ConwIiM  ViidMr.  

Jacob  Taniw  

Aima  Kddheyii  

Johannia  Tbomaaw  , 

Kffic  Laoae  

Johannis  Haiue  

Barciit  AllitTtsc  Brat  

Comclis  Van  Nc-^s  

Anna  Vari<lcr  lleyden  

Volkert  Van  lx>c»c  , 

Ticrck  Hanncnsc. 

Anthony  Brat  , 

Ji  acobus  Van  Vor»t  

TIkihi.ij  Ilanncnsc  

Joannes  D'Wandclacr,  Junior. 

jaaVan  Ncm  

Genet  Van  Ncm  

WiUea  Cliane  

Myndeit  Fiedridw. 
Torntier 


Oiil. 
dri-ii. 


Digitized  by  Google 


POP  L  LA  HON.  878 


Mm.  Wn 

Swrer  Maiwlis   t 

I'ieter  Bi>gardu»  . .   ......  3 


Hendrick  Van 

Afamham  Weodd  

Evert  Windel  , 

Dirk  Wesscl  

Anthony  Co'sli  r  

I'-.v.ic  (        rki  rU  ,  

li:i>ti;ien  II.iniietis<  

TIriiilis  Williams   ,,,, 

Ar.t!..  .!iv  \ :v.\  Schaick  

1     '  i:  I  K.:M-booim.  

tmutliaii  Jaum:  
ycT  Jacotose  

Corneib  Scbcrmerhooni  

Almlan  Kip  

tacob  LookcnMUi  
'ran*  Prwvn  

Antbooy  Bri«  

CataljmUeJaoobw  

GyihattMarceBi..  , 

WuBMf  CftiilanM. 
Wouter  Qwiek«nbo«^  Junior. 
C'lacse  Ryrsc  Van  Dam  


Abraham  I^ansiii);. 

KviTl  \V<  mlcl,  Junior  

('•u  rtic  Ton  Eyck  

liarcnl  ami  lieixlrtck  Ten  Eyck. 

Atiraham  Cuylcr  

Stn'cn  Urocslicck  

llwtiD  Cregier  

iiHii  Vood*  
oliamiti  Rojcboom  
ohn  Gilbert  (E.)  
)aniel  Biat  

Abrahun  Schuyler  

Esther  Tierckt  

Joannes  Af 
Claes  Ja 

William  JacohM. 

Lucas  <  icrritsf  , 

Johaiiiiis  Hi  <  kinan. 
Tsuc  Vcrphmck 
Kobcrt  I.ivint;ston  (Sii.). 

l'hi!iipI)|nr,M»t  , 

llcticirKk  \  .111  Dyck.... 

{atobus  Turk  
{arm  an  us  Wcndel  

Phafo  Weodd  

MdsatWaHM  


it^^MelfwriK  

Toannet  Biccker,  Jurior. . . . 

Joannis  (Ilcnn  

Jan  Jan»c  llte<:kcr,  

Ueiuirik  Ron'buom,  Jiukiar., 
Nanning  HannouB. ....... 

Ahr.xham  TewiaiS  

1'ii.ti-r  MinKael  , 

t.'Ucs  Kust  

Jan  Vinhai;cn  

(H-rrit  I..an>in^  

Jan  Natk   

Jan  Lansing   

Gerrit  kosi-lioom  

Conielu  Siingcrlaiul  

Albert  Siiii|ai|«i..  

Uenet  Locuae  

Comelii  Shefioyn  

Myndert  Raaebooaa  

DircW  Hrat  

|i>anmi«  (Mbout., ........ 

David  Kctclheyn  

Macs  <  'onu-li<ite  

Ililleg'int  KvU*o..'...  

Mats  Kyk  <-.  

\\  cdnwc  t.i  rrit/c  . . . ...  ... 

Ian  (lerritie  ,. 

'jJankl  Rcldbeyn  
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Mm.  Wia 

Mees  HoKebaam...   a 

Fieter  Villeroy  (F.)   I 

MarceUi*  Ffrarae   1 

RachdRatdiBii   o 

IN  ftlN«ILAnViaC»  Ot  THE  OOtOMB. 

Kiliacn  Krns -vl.icT,, ,, , 

Ht-nrich  \  an  Nt-ss  ......... 

Ilarman  Jansc  

Atidrii-s  <  lanlenier  , 

Ifc.nvc  V.in-ia  , 

W'ouirr  (,)ijacktulK»«  

Jan  Dircksc  

Evert  Ridder  

Conwtia  Tmalna  , 

Dorotiie  Dooir  

Aadriea  Dotnr  

Gcestniyjante  

Thomas  Janw  

Lncaa  Janse  ,  , 

Marten  Comch'sse. ......... 

Ocfrit  (i)'sl>crL<<e  

Claes  Van  iVlten  

joanncs  <  ^iiJ.,  rk'  rck .  
oanncs  1  iii.l.'iki-rck,  Jonior 
tlciw  11  k  I'.,  ckni.in. . . 
Barcnt  <  ik  vni.ins. . , 

PicUr  Van  Slyck  

Tcunis  Van  Slyck . . . 

Ban-nt  GerritMv  

ConieUs  Hendrikie . . 
Eliaabeth  llendrilue 
Gerretie  Jacobae. . . . 


I 

7 
o 

7 


*.•*......*...■. 


Whine. ...... 

Casper  I^i'cndcrse  ... 
Danid  Winne. . .'. ... 

Gt-rit  Van  Wey  

Ryk  Michiclsc  

Jan  lluylicrtz  and  his 

("lat-s  Scwertse  

Ncfltie  Van  Hergon.. 

Richaid  Jan;*'  

Matlhys  Hoollyling. . . 
.\rcnt  ."^lingerland.  .  .  . 
Solomon  Van  Vcchtcn. 

Cornelia  Tymeae  

Joannes  Hanae 


TysJaiMB..... 

Robert  TcHin, 
Isaac  Janse. ... 

Nicolaes  Ja 
Jan  Tcwise. 
Servi*  Abri ' 
JacubJamiC. . . .  ...... 

Hans  Jury's  wife. ... .. 

Jan  Salisbury  

}o;imus  Vi-l<_-i_k. 

Vtranrh  1  Lardin  

J.ui  \  .in  lloesc  

C.irl  Il.insc  

{<h.hun  LaniUrts  
saac  \'t»bur^h  , 

Gerret  Jaoobte  

Aadfka  HbdrIi  

Sanwd  Gardner  

Lambert  JochinMe. . . . 
Edward  Wheeler  (B.). 

feob  lUuliaciue. .... 
ter  Voalmnh...... 

Pieier  Martenae  

J.m  Tysc  

HriiMrik  l>v  Brotnrar. 
Jan  L)c  Wever.  ... 

Abraham  Jausc...... 

lambertja 
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ii/sTOKr  OF  rut  countv  of  alb  ant. 


i:hii. 

M<'n   Womrn.  Jr»-n. 

Adam  I)iii|;inans   113 

I-iwriTici-  Van  Ack'ii   S        o  2 

JaniH  lic  HcviT-   o        I  2 

Atulrie«  lause   2        I  I 

Frans  Pii-teisc   I         I  I 

Joiuuines  Janse   I       I  6 

CoennedtHool^UDgli   1       1  2 

Hehnerjaine   110 

FMIlip  Konafogt   I       l  6 

Jan  Camm   114 

William  June   I       t  o 

Michiel  Colllir..,   I        I  3 

jan  ADktsc   I         >  4 

acoli  C-aspcTsc   i        >  S 

Amines  Bratt  ,.  I         I  3 

John  Van  Loon.........   I          I  " 

an  liroiick   3  ' 

Andriesjansc   3        i  4 

Genit  TeunUsc   3        !  o 

Jonas  Douwc   i       I  5 

Jan  Baptise   i       i  a 

urck  TeunisKc   4       i  I 

Gyabert  Cornclissv    310 

wBliun|ui81iun   313 

HOMmat   I       1  3 

At  this  count  Benjamin  Fletcher  was  Governor, 
Simon  Yoang,  ^eriff  of  Albany  Coanty,  and 

Dircke  Wossels,  Mayor  of  .Mbany.  The  "lisi*'  is 
specially  interesting  as  containing  the  names  and 
cmuneiation  of  the  ancestors,  neatly  two  han> 

drcd  years  ago,  of  many  of  the  people  of  Holland 
blood  now  living  in  this  county.  The  census  aggre- 
gates 1,452,  of  which  379  are  men,  370  women  and 
803  children.  Of  the  letters  in  parentheses,  E. 
denotes  English;  F.,  French;  Sp.,  Spanish;  Sc., 
Scotch ;  I.,  Indian,  llic  others  are  supposied  to  be 
Dutch. 

The  population  of  the  city  and  county  of  Albany, 
as  taken  by  the  order  of  Governor  Bellomont,  in 
1698,  attlie  doK  of  King  Witliam's  war,  consiited 
of  38s  men,  272  women,  805  children  and  23 
ne)rrrics.  In  i^<S<(,  ai  llie  hcginniiit!-  <>f  this  war, 
it  had  been  662  men,  340  women  and  1,014 
childicn.  The  decrease  during  die  war  was  le- 
pofted  as  fidlows : 

Mm.     Wtmtn,  Children. 

Dttartcd   14J  68  aO} 

Twcn  piisimcrs   16  ..  ... 

KiUed  1')'  yc  enemy   84  ..  ... 

Dyed   3« 

Total  aSo         68  309 

The  effect  of  the  war  of  168(^98  on  the  Five 
Nations  is  reported  as  ibUows : 

1689.  I6.).S 

M>i!)<>'.^i;s                                               ano  liu 

Till.' <  >nncy>l(jS, ....    l|o  70 

The  OnnoiiilagSS. .................  .•<•••   50O  2^0 

The  Cajoui;e»                                        330  300 

The  Sjennelies  1,300  600 

Total  a^50  i,^ 

In  1703  the  ]H>[)u].uiun  of  Albany  dty  and 
county  is  reported  to  have  been  1,173. 


Rev.  Thomas  Barday,  in  September,  tyio^ 

writes :  "In  the  city  ami  county  of  Albany,  there 
are  abont  3,000  souls,  besides  the  garrison.  Most 
of  the  inhabitants  are  Datdi,  the  garriion  excepted, 
which  consists  of  three  companies^  each  company 

one  liundri'd  men." 

Governor  Hunter  writes  to  the  Board  of  Trade, 
under  date  of  Jane  S3, 171a  :  '*  I  have  issoed  or* 
dcrs  t<)  the  several  counties  and  cities  f^r  an 
account  of  the  numbers  of  their  inhabitants  and 
slaves,  but  have  never  been  able  to  obtain  It  com- 
plete, the  people  being  deterred  by  a  simple  super- 
stition and  observation  that  sickness  followed  upon 
the  last  numbering  of  the  people."  In  1715  he 
writes  fhrther  that,  sopentiliott  of  this  peo- 
ple is  so  insurmountable  that  I  believe  T  shall  never 
be  able  to  obtain  a  complete  list  of  the  number  of 
inhabitants  of  this  province." 

Governor  Hunter,  in  April,  1716,  writes  to  the 
Hoard  of  Trade:  "The  number  of  militia  in  this 
(irovince,  by  my  last  account,  is  5,060.  I  cannot 
say  that  the  hdiBhilaatsinaesae  hi  that  proportion 
■3S  they  do  in  the  neigli]><>ring  province^  where  the 
purchases  of  land  arc  eaaier." 

In  June,  1 720,  "A  list  of  the  Frediolden  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Albany  "  was  taken,  by  order 
of  the  Court  of  Judicature,  under  direction  of  Gar- 
rett Van  Scbaick,  High  Sheriff.  7  he  county  then 
indoded  Kinderiiook,  Claveradc,  Sdiaghtioke, 
manor  of  Livingston,  Niskayuna,  Schenccta  1y, 
Half  Moon,  Coxackie  and  CatskilL  In  the  pres- 
ent teiiiloiy  of  Albany  County,  153  fieeholden 
were  reported  for  die  ciQp,  and  81  for  the  manor  of 
Rcnsselaerwyck. 

In  1723,  there  were  reported  as  whites,  1,513 
men,  1,408  women,  1,404  msle  children,  1,369 
female  children — 5,693  ;  and  "  of  negroes  and  other 
slaves,"  307  men,  soo  women,  146  male  children, 
155  female  children— 808.   Total,  6,501. 

Gosen  Van  Shai^  Sheriff  in  1731,  enomemtes : 

White  males  above  10  yeeis  illd  3.4K1 

"    females  "  "     "  1,255 

White  males  under  10  3,353 

"  femaiea  "   i.ais 

niack  mate*  shove  10   cfig 

"  tedts  »    "   iSc 

♦*  omIbs  kmSo-  »•   346 

fenalts  **    **  :   174 

Tolal  .155 

The  remarkable  excess  of  die  male  popuhition 

at  this  time  is  worthy  of  notice.  The  popolation 
of  New  York  City  at  this  time  was  8,622,  with  no 
lemarfcaUe  difference  in  the  sex  iiopuladon. 
Sheriff  Van  Schaick  thus  remarks  upon  the  matter : 
**  It  is  remarkable  that  in  New  Yorit  there  vt% 


Digitized  by  Google 


FOPLLAIWS. 


875 


above  len  yeu^  147  males  aiid  995  females  move 
than  in  Albany,  and  1,029  males  and  185  females 
(under  ten)  more  than  in  New  York;  which  is 
accounted  for  bjr  diis  part  bdng  a  trading  place, 
and  many  of  the  males  go  abroad;  of  course,  manjr 
females  he  fallur;  and  perhaps  in  the  county 
they  are  better  breeders,  I  believe  many  younger." 

In  1737  the  Albany  Coontjr  population  is  stated 
as  follows : 

White  males  aNivc  to  yean.. ........ .............  3,209 

"     iVni.ik-i  "  "   2,995 

inalcii  unilcr   1,463 

"     lciii;i!t-i  ••     •«     **    1.384 

Bbck  ni.»lcs  aljovc  '•     «'    714 

romalcs  ••     "     "     496 

*«    males  under  "     *•    223 

**    fcaaiet  ******   197 

I9,68t 

This  is  an  increase  of  3,108  since  1731,  and  ex- 
ceeds that  of  New  YoHc  Cbnntjr  17. 

An  account  of  tlie  number  of  inhabitants  in  the 
Province  of  New  York  was  taken,  June  4,  1746, 
\ff  order  oT  Gov.  Clinton.  Eveiy  coanty  was 
taken  except  Alkiny.  Upon  this  it  was  noted: 
"Not  po^^sible  to  be  numbered  on  account  of  the 
enemy. "  i'his  was  during  King  George's  war  of 
1744-48,  called  the  «ar  of  the  Aostrian  Suocesrfon; 

At  the  ennmeratiun  t;ikcn  by  order  of  (lov.  Clin- 
ton, May  10,  1749,  after  this  war  was  over,  Albany 
CounQr  contained : 

MSksmder  t6  rears  ,   2,249 

"    16  and  under  6Gk ... ,  2,339 

"    altuve  60   322 

Females  under  16   ^'j7 

**     l6aadapwaid.  «....   3,087 

Total  wbto   9^1)4 

Ktfe  bhda  under  16   309 

«•     «<    16  and  under  60   434 

"  60  and  upward   48 

Ftnale  faiacfcs  under  t6   334 

'•    16  and  upward.   365 

Total  hIacUs   1,480 

The  whole  province  at  this  time  contained  6,275 
whites  and  10^693  blacks. 

The  shcrifTs  of  the  several  counties  made  another 
cnumeratiiin  in  i~5^>,  durini;  the  Freiuh  and  In- 
dian war.     rtic  rciurns  tj|  Albany  County  showed: 

Males  under  16   3>474 

"    above  16 and  under  60.....   3>79S 

"    60 and  upward   456 

FomIm  under  16.   3,234 

•*     above  16   3^ 

Total  wUtw  I4>805 

Black  males  under  16   6<8 

*•      **     over  16  am)  under  60   786 

60  and  opw.-»rrl   76 

■*   fcmalea  under  16   496 

*•       **    alio««i6   403 

Total  falacks  *.   s.619 


In  1771  Gov.  Tryon  ordered  a  censa%  wluch  re- 
sulted for  Albany  Onm^  as  ibUows : 

Malts  under  16   9»740 

"    abore  16  tad  under  60   9^ 

'*    fa  and  upward   1,136 

Females  under  16   9«el6 

"        .lliuvc  16.   SbOtf 

Total  wbitos  3S.S>9 

Black  nMfctaadsrl*   876 

Shove  iC  and  iiadcr6&   i,iao 

"     "   60  and  upward   S50 

"    feuudet  under  t6   W 

"       "     above  16  ,   9I0 

Total  l)l.xcks   3,877 

Total  population  42.706 

This  was  the  last  counting  of  the  people  under 
the  Colonial  Government  of  New  York.  Less 
than  four  years  later  the  war  for  independence  had 
actually  begun.  The  j^opulation  durini:^  those 
troubled  times  made  slow  increase.  It  probably 
did  not  exceed  45,000  in  Albany  Cbanty  during 
the  Ktni  .lutionary  war.  But  it  must  not  Ik- for- 
gotten that  Albany  County  then  include*!  what  arc 
now  Columbia,  Rensselaer,  Saratoga,  Schoharie, 
Greene  and  Schenectady  ConntiesL  A  part  of  Ver- 
mont was  also  claimed. 

Gov.  Tryon,  in  1774,  makes  tlie  following  re- 
marks concerning  tlie  popnladon  of  die  province, 
which  includes  Albany  County  :  "The  high  price 
of  labor  and  the  plenty  and  dieapness  of  new  land 
fit  for  cnltivadon,  as  th^  increase  die  mens  of 
subsistence,  are  strong  additional  incitements  to 
marriage,  and  the  people  entering  into  that  state 
more  generally,  and  at  an  earlier  i>erii>d  of  life  than 
in  Europe  the  proportitMi  of  marriages  and  birdis 
so  (ar  exceeds  that  of  populous  countries  that  it  has 
been  computed  the  colonies  double  their  inhabit- 
ants by  nataral  increase  only  in  twenty  yean.  The 
increase  in  this  eoluny  has  been  nearly  in  the  MM 
proportion."  He  adds:  "Tlie  accession  to  dur 
own  numbers  by  emigrations  from  the  neighboring 
colonies  and  from  Europe  has  been  considenble, 

tfi'iiiL^h  comparatively  small  to  the  number  dlllB 
acquired  by  some  of  the  southern  colonies." 

The  neoesiitiiea  of  die  Revolution  made  a  fiiir 
census  desirable  in  all  the  thirteen  colonies.  Ac- 
cordingly, one  was  ordered  by  the  Continental  Con- 
gress in  1775,  to  be  uken  by  committees  in  each 
county.  But  the  returns  were  imperfect,  and  only 
fragments  are  preserved. 

Another  census,  for  the  purpose  of  assigning 
Sute  quotas  and  means^  was  ordered  in  1783. 

A  census  was  also  taken  in  1786  under  the  Con- 
federation. 
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HISTORr  OF  THE  COUNIT  Of  ALBANl'. 


The  Arst  Federal  census  was  taken  in  1790,  and 
has  been  re]i<jatoiI  even'  tenth  year  since  hv  I'nitcd 
States  marshals  ani.1  their  deputies,  and  ha^  formed 
the  bull  of  representation  in  Conpesa  Berides 

the  enumeration  of  the  in-iip!c,  cln^^ed  in  ..liRV-ient 
waj-s,  almost  every  c<>nteival)ic  suhject  euniicctetl 


with  our  nation's  (leveliipnient  bas  OOne  10 
be  iniluded  in  our  decennial  census  returns. 
But  our  purpose  and  space  limit.s  us  cluelly  to 
population.  Some  of  the  moat  valuable  fitcts 
Kiithcrcd  for  this  coontf  will  appear  in  their  appro- 
jiriatc  places. 


UNITED  ST.XTES  CKNSIS  FOR  ALB.\NY  COUNTY. 


TowMt. 

1790. 

180a 

iSta 

9.356 

Berne  

S.>34 

Bethlehem  

4.430 

CocjfaMBB* 

■  •  »  • 

3.574 

CcdMv* «  »a  ««■ 

•  •  •  • 

clonic 

1,406 

Gnilderlaid  

2.476 

Kcw  Scotland  

5.928 

2.365 

I 


12,630  24,209 

5-53'  3.607 

5.1 14  I  6.082 

2,872  I  2,723 


2,270 


3.435 
2.H06 
i.458 


2,74a 
2,189 

4.'/'- 
3.32' 


i8«o. 

1850. 

i860. 

1870. 

1880. 

33.762 
3.740 
3.238 
3.><»7 

50.763 
3.441 
4,102 

3.050 

62.367 
3.065 
S.644 
3." '6 

69.422 
2.563 
6,950 
3.077 

'5.357 

90.758 
3,616 

3.752 
2.912 
19,416 

1 686 
•795 
'793 
1^ 

*.790 
3.143 

2.912 

3  705 
10,141 

3.096 

z>m 

a,osi 

3.4» 

3.629 
16.675 
2.S60 

a,fn5 
3.3IH 
3.«* 
35.449 
a.e9> 

3.»32 
1,656 

3.4»« 

2.492 
22,609 

3.384 



3-459 
1.694 

2.4Jtfl 

22,220 
2.324 

1803 
1822 
183a 
1790 
17S8 
1815 

NoTis.— In  IMO  our  preient  county  had  ooly  the  Citf  of  Alfaanjr  and  the  Towns  of  Watervliet  and  Renaelaenflle. 
The  column  gifinw  date  of  utcorporatioa  mdicates  wbea  new  towai  have  beaa  nude  out  of  the  same  territory.  TbcM  tomM 
MNBeoHHieetbvdivttian.  ThewyioglnfatwaasofBHWMfactaHa and  trade,  the  fadHtiw of  awdarai 
ud  the  desMiMt  < ' 


and  tis^  aad  1 


Ubhaw 


Biaikod  changci  In  ttdr  popalatioo. 


The  first  Sute  C'onstituiion,  adopted  in  1777, 
piwrided  tint  a  aeptennial  censoa  of  eUdors  should 
be  taken  as  a  basis  of  representation  in  the  Senate 
and  Assembly  of  the  State.  Under  this  authority 
a  oensns  of  tfiii  dam  vis  taken  in  1790,  1795, 
1801,  1807,  1814  and  i8si,  each  provided  fur  by 
special  acts.  The  persona  counted  were  divided 
into  four  classes,  viz. : 

I.  Those  aHowed  to  vote  for  Senator,  Governor 
and  Lieutcnant-Govemor,  and  required  to  be  irorth 
$250  and  over. 

*.  Those  worth  from  I50  to  laja 

3.  Those  not  freeholders^  bat  who  rented  es- 
tates for  ^5  annually. 


4.  Those  with  no  property  qualifications,  but 
were  freemen  in  New  York  City,  October  14, 1775, 
or  in  .Mbany,  April  20,  1777. 

No  returns  beyond  these  inquiries  were  made 
before  the  fifth  Stale  census,  made  in  1814,  when 
directions  were  given  to  ascertain  the  total  popula- 
tion. I'hc  last  censos  nnder  the  first  Constitation 
was  taken  in  1821. 

The  revised  Constitntion  of  i8si  ordered  a  State 
census  to  lie  taken  in  1825,  and  every  tenth  year 
thereafter,  for  the  purpose  of  equalizing  the  r  pre- 
sentation. Changes  have  been  made  in  die  meih- 
ods  of  enumeration  and  in  the  number  of  frets  to 
be  gathered. 


Town. 


9 

10. 
II. 
la. 


A11«any  

Bcnic   

Ik-thlchcm  . . 
C-oeyinans. . , .. 

Cohoes  

Colonic  

(iuililorlanci  ... 

KllDV  

Nt-w  Scotland. , 
Rcns.'^lacivillc 

Watt;rvliet  

WcMrlo  


NEW  YORK  STATE  CFJJSUS^IVING  THE  ENTIRE  POPULATION  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

1814. 


i8ai. 


i<\o83, 
4.447 
4.335 
3.373 


>*«S*a»«-a«««»i 


•.'■57 
2,264 


5.333 
2,564 


1825. 


•5.971 


1835. 


28,100 

3.950 

3.303 
2,957 


2,803 
2,262 
3.«3o 

is; 

3.074 


1845. 


42.139 

3.667 

3.3 '5 
2,978 


2.995 
z,i6i 
3,288 

3.589 
11,209 

3.957 


1855. 

1865. 

1875. 

57.333 

3.300 

5.«Si 

2,963 

62.613 
2,851 

5.938 
3.364 

86.541 
3.565 
3.746 
3.122 

"7.'>43 

3.18S 
1.888 
3.227 
^,o88 
2i>.88o 

3,207 
1.809 

3.3" 
2.745 
27.279 

M97 

m 

3-264 

2.57'.» 
20,894 
2,316 

We  nyrct  that  all  our  ri"«*.iri  hes  luivc  laiK'd  to  jjivc  us  the  United  States 
cuuntv  ill  1800,  and  uf  the  State  census  n  tunu  ill  1821  and  183C. 

Ihe  act  pas.s^'<i  by  the  U'^iM.itur.-  ,1 1S85,  pToridieK Ibr tafdof  tiw Slate 
Govenrar  Hill,  and  no  census  has  been  taken. 


retons  far  the  eeaatqr 
oaasflf  ttatjnar, 


1885. 


in  Ihe 
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ANTI-RENTISM  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


ns  OKKHM,  itni  AKD  raoai 


OS  Axnwn  as  a  tcutical  fowin,  and  its  dbcunb  as  such— uiiaxk- 


ABU  siinitfr  s  KMsi  Am  kiutaky  MiiOMsntATioi»— rm  uoAt  comovusr-^TO  qvaktir 

SAI.K    AND    ITS  OVF.RTHROW— KAXMt   PROPRIETORS    nKDINO   THAT   THEY    ARK  NKfTHU 

LORDS    NOR   PATROONS,  NOR   tAKDLOROS,  SKLL  THEIR    UISPinKD  INTEREST  

fOCFBITUU  AMD  OUmSCATIOir  OT  LANDS,  WTTH  THB  BVILDIKGS 

AMD  OniER    nirROVVMKNTS    F.XFORCVn    PY  SPECltLATOSS  

PRISEKT  STATtS  OF  THE  CONTROVKKST. 


By  XXou.  ▲XrX>ZlK-W-  J".  OOXtVXXT. 


ANTI-RENTISM  had  its  origin  in  Albany 
County.  It  started  into  existence  very  sikui 
after  the  death  of  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  the  last 
holder  of  tlic  nunur  of  RenssclaenA-yck  under  tlie 
British  crown*  His  deadi  ocatmd  on  the  s6tb 
day  f)f  Jamtary,  1839.  He  was  known  to  that 
generation  as  the  patroon,  sometimes  the  good 
patioon,  snd  sAer  his  desdi  as  the  old  pstrooa. 
The  manor  was  more  than  a  principality'  in  size, 
and  comprised  the  greatest  portion  of  the  lanils — 
cultivated  and  wooded — in  the  present  counties 
of  AIlMkBjp  and  Rensadaer. 

As  primogeniture  was  the  law  of  inheritance  ih 
Kngland,  so  it  was  of  the  colonicsj,  and  this  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer,  therefore,  as  the  eldest  son,  inher- 
ited this  manor  of  Rensselaerwyck.  The  rev^  >!ution, 
and  the  laws  following,  changed  the  rule  of  inheri- 
tance^ and  gave  to  all  the  children  alike. 

To  brealc  the  force  of  diis  ladkal  change^  and 
to  keep  this  vast  landed  interest  in  tlie  haruls  of  bis 
two  eldest  sons  that  might  be,  and  their  descend- 
ants, if  possible;,  this  Stephen  Van  Rensseber  on 
arriving  at  his  majori^  adopted  the  system  of  sell- 
ing his  lands  in  fee,  reserving  to  himself  in  the  con- 
veyances, and  to  his  heirs  and  assigns,  all  mines 
and  minerals,  all  streams  of  water  for  mill  pur- 
poses and  the  like  ;  and  then  certain  old-time  feu- 
dal returns,  denominated  lent^  payable  annually, 
at  the  manor  house  \n  Watervliet,  such  as  a  speci- 
fied number  of  bushels  of  good,  clean,  merchant- 
able winter  wheat,  four  fat  fowls,  and  one  day's 
service  with  carriage  and  horaes ;  and,  finally,  the 
reservation  or  eiactioa  of  one-quarter  of  the  pur- 
chase jmce  on  ever)'  vendition  of  the  land. 

Tiiis  patroon  was  advised  that  he  could  do  this, 
even  on  gnmis  in  fte ;  and  it  is  vq)orled  that  Alex- 
ander Mamilton  firamed  the  form  of  conveyance  to 
be  adopted. 


There  was  at  this  time  an  Eogli^  statute,  known 
as  the  statute  of  Quia  EmplortSf  triiich  rendered  it 

impossible  for  a  subject,  on  a  conve}-ancc  in  fee  of 
bis  land,  to  make,  or  if  made  to  enforce  by  re- 
entry or  fbridtare,  such  feudal  reservations.  That 
was  a  riicht  remaining  in  and  bekwguig  to  the 
crown  alone. 

It  was,  probably,  assumed  by  Mr.  Hamilton 
that  that  statute  was  never  in  force  in  the  colony, 
and  that  it,  thercti-re.  had  no  existence  in  the  State, 
or  any  sUtulc  laniaiuount  to  it ;  or  he  may,  per- 
haps, have  had  no  knowledge  of  the  Enj^ 
statute,  as  it  was  ad<^iied  so  kmg  ago  as  the  reign 
of  Kdward  1. 

However  that  may  have  been,  it  is  certain  that 
this  patroon,  acting  upon  such  adsice  from  some 
quarter,  sold  in  fee,  with  warranty  of  title,  his 
fanning  lands  in  Albany  and  Rensselaer  counties, 
the  deeds  containing  the  feudal  reservations  above 
mentioned.  The  system  seemed  to  work  smoothly 
enough  during  bis  Ufe  and  the  lives  of  the  first  pur- 
chasers; but,  on  bis  and  their  death,  the  successors 
of  the  latter,  as  owners,  began  to  grow  restive 
under  the  burdens  imposed;  and,  on  being  urgently 
pressed  after  the  death  of  the  patroon  by  his  sons 
Stephen  and  William  to  make  payments  of  the 
rents  in  arrear  as  reserved  in  the  deeds,  they — the 
owners  ol  ilic  lands — began  to  question  Uie  legality 
d'tfae  reservation& 

The  patroon,  by  his  will,  devised  all  his  interest 
in  the  lands  thus  sold  by  him  in  fee,  with  the  re- 
servations of  rents,  to  his  two  oldest  sons,  Stephen 
and  William  P. ;  the  scrivener  who  drew  the  will 
and  himself  undouI)tedly  supposing  that  he  verily 
owned  the  esch^i  or  reversion  of  such  lands;  in 
other  words,  and  in  more  fiuniliar  language,  that 
he  still  owned  or  retained  the  soil  thereof  To  the 
oldest  son,  Stephen,  was  given  the  rents  in  Albany 


Digitized  by  Google 


278 


County;  and  to  William  P.,  the  lecond  sod,  the 
rents  in  Rensselaer  Connljt  »  KBcrved  in  the 
conveyances. 
Here,  on  the  death  of  die  father,  commeaoed 

the  first  troubles  of  the  landholders,  or  the  tenantry, 
as  they  were  called  by  tlie  manor  proprietors. 

WMIe  the  old  pntroon  was  one  of  die  most 
gentle,  kind-hearted  and  benevolent  of  men,  and 
often  generously  reduced  the  rents,  and  by  many 
sympathetic  acts  called  forth  the  gratitude  and  love 
of  the  landholden,  die  jroong  pntroooi, — ^proud, 
perhap;?,  of  the  great  acciuisitions,  and  it  may  be 
withal  in  need  of  money,  as  the  rents,  after  the 
filfhei's  death,  came  in  sparingly  and  idnctantly, — 
were  sternly  cxacdng^  and  thejr  required  full  and 
prompt  payments,  and  omission  to  pay  was  fol- 
lowed by  prosecution  and  threatened  eviction. 

It  was  not  long,  under  these  circumstances,  be- 
fore strong  hostility  was  exhibited  to  the  fee-farm 
rent  system  in  these  two  counties,  soun  extending 
into  adjacent  counties  affected  by  the  same  Sfstem. 

It  is  remarkable,  on  taking  advice  of  COansel, 
as  tliu  landholders  did,  that  no  ofHnion  was  given 
or  suggestion  made  that  the  deeds  of  die  patroon 
being  absolute  convqrances  of  all  his  interest  in  the 
liinils,  the  reservations  were,  for  that  reason,  invalid 
as  incumbrances,  made  so  by  the  English  statute 
befiwe  mentioned. 

The  counsel  consulted  were  cither  ignorant  <  >i 
the  existence  of  that  statute  or  they  dismissed  the 
oooaidentkm  of  it  on  the  assumption  that  it  was 
never  the  law  of  die  Colony  or  of  die  State.  Had 
that  statute,  at  the  time  of  the  anli-rcnt  outbreak, 
been  recognized  as  the  law  of  the  Stale,  it  is  not  too 
much,  probably,  to  assert  and  believe  diat,  before 

the  distinguislicd  judges  who  then  adorned  the 
bench,  with  the  Senate  composing  Uic  court  of  last 
resort — a  popular  as  well  as  judicial  body — the 
and-rent  controversy  wonld  have  been  spared  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century  of  political  and  legal 
conflict,  and  the  feudal-burdened  counties  have 
become  as  enlightened,  prosperoos  and  fne  as  fhelr 
sister  counties  of  the  Slate. 

The  anti-rentersy  desirous  of  compromising  the 
disputed  maHen  on  some  equitable,  even  libeial 
basis,  early  in  the  spring  of  1839  held  a  conven- 
tion or  meeting,  numerously  attended,  'in  tin- 
Ueldcrbergs,  in  the  town  of  Berne,  and  appointed 
a  committee  to  wait  on  Stephen  Van  Renmdaer, 
the  eldest  son  of  the  old  patroon,  for  the  purp  ise 
of  ascertaining  if  an  amicable  setdement  of  manor 
dainu  §at  rents  in  airear  could  not  be  effected, 
and  to  learn,  in  tlie  language  of  the  day,  upon 
what  tenna  the  soil  could  be  bought  ignorant  diat 


they  owned  the  soil  already  by  their  deeds  of  con* 

ve^-ance. 

The  committee,  cotuiisting  ot  such  sterling  men 
as  Lawrence  Vandusen,  of  Bnne,  afterwards  dected 

county  <!erk,  whn  acted  as  chairman;  F.dgar 
Schoonmaker,  Hugh  Scott,  Joseph  Connor  and 
John  P.  Shafer  and  odien  ofthat  town,  and  Dad- 
son  Fish,  la  w rence  Fenner,  Isaac  Hoag  and  others 
of  Kensselaervillc,  and  other  representative  men  of 
the  hill  towns  and  towns  below  the  hill,  on  the 
23d  of  May,  1859,  went  to  die  manor  office  in 
Watervliet  t<  >  see  and  converse  with  Mr.  Van  Rens- 
selaer on  the  subject  for  wliich  they  were  appoint- 
ed; but  he  refined  to  speak  to  or  recognise  them 
even  by  a  nod.  Passing  into  the  inner  oflicc  oc- 
cupied by  his  agent,  Douw  B.  Tensing,  he  held  a 
somewhat  lengthened  and  confidential  conversa- 
tion with  him,  and  the  agent  then  came  out  and 
said  that  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  would  communicate 
with  them  in  writing.  This  excited  great  indigna- 
tion, die  committee  feeling  that  they  had  been 
treated  with  lordly  and  haughty  contempt 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  did  some  time  subsequently 
address  a  letter  to  Mr.  Vandusen,  the  chairman  ofthe 
committee,  which  was  read  at  meetings  of  the  and- 
renters  held  at  Kast  Bcmc  on  the  TIchlerbcrgs.  and 
(jther  places  in  the  summer  of  1839.  ^^'^  com- 
inunicadon  Mr.  Van  Rensadaer  declined  to  sdl  on 
any  terms,  saying,  among  other  things,  Uiat  he 
would  be  doing  injustice  to  himself  to  his  family 
and  to  society  at  large  should  he  consent  to  do  so. 

This  determination  of  the  manor  claimant  OO 
the  Albany  side  of  the  river  led  to  the  wildest  ex- 
citement in  the  anti-rent  towns  of  Albany  County, 
and  open  veaiatanoe  to  the  collection  of  rents  was 
boldly  uiged  and  practiced.  Rent  agents  were  in- 
sulted, and  wm  not  safe  among  the  excited  peo- 
ple. SbedA  were  reuted  fai  dM^aige  of  Aeir 
duties,  by  men  masked  and  dressed  in  calico  and 
Indian  costume;  their  horses  were  shorn  of  mane 
and  tail;  the  wheels  of  their  vehicles  were  removed 
and  hidden;  firearms  were  displayed;  tar  and 
feathers  threatened,  and  strong  demoostmtions  of 
force  generally  exhibited. 

Such  was  the  extent  of  die  lesbtance  diat  eariy 
in  December,  1839,  the  Sheriff,  Michael  Artdier, 
cane<i  to  his  aid,  in  serving  process,  ihc  />osse  com- 
i/a/us,  or  power  of  tiie  couuty.  Among  many  prom- 
inent citiaens  summoned  was  ez-Gov.  Marcy,  who, 
amid  much  laughter,  declared  grimly  and  facetious- 
ly his  readiness  to  go;  and  he  did  actually  go 
with  the  /losse  on  foot  as  fiv  as  Adamsville,  where 
a  gentleman  friend  found  him  and  conducted  him 
in  his  carnage  as  lar  as  Qarksville,  and  there  the 
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Governor  remained  until  evening,  wkenheietniiMd 
with  the posst  to  Albany. 

The  Sheriff,  with  \m posse,  consisting  of  six  hun- 
dred citizens,  started  from  Albany  on  the  third  day 
of  December,  1839,  fur  KeidM  ille.  a  hamlet  on  the 
Helderbeigs,  about  sixteen  or  eighteen  miles  from 
Albany.  On  arrtving  within  a  finr  miles  of  the 
place,  the  SheriflT,  selecting  from  the  botlyofthe 
fosse  a  committee  of  seventy-five  of  the  stoutest 
faeartcd,  left  with  them  for  Reidsville,  where  It  was 
understood  the  anti-renters  were  coUecled  in  force. 
Just  before  reaching  Reidsville  llu-  SlicrifT  and  liis 
committee  encountered  a  body  of  liftecn  hundred 
wonnted  men  posted  across  the  paUic  Ugbway, 
barring  and  reAiaing  their  further  progress,  and  or- 
dering them  to  go  bock.  Whereupon  the  Sheriff 
and  the  committee  Rtnmed  obedientljr.as  directed; 
and  on  making  report  to  the  main  body  of  the 
posse  of  the  formidable  resistance  encoiintored,  the 
whole  body  gladly  took  the  backward  march  to 
Albany,  where  ttejr  anived  fai  safttjr  the  ssme  even> 
ing  at  9  o'clock. 

People  generally  at  the  time,  in  discussing  this 
nnbeard  of  pout  and  its  ridicalous  termination, 
declared  that  a  bold  fronton  the  part  of  the  Sheriff, 
with  twenty  resolute  men,  would  ha\c  enabled  him 
to  pass  through  the  mounted  horsemen  without 
injury,  and  do  what  he  desired  to  accomplidi  of  a 

l^al  charac  ter. 

On  the  morning  after  his  return,  the  Sberiif  gave 
the  Governor— WiUiam  H.  Sewaid— an  animated 
if  ni<t  exaggerated  aocoimt  of  the  rwalance  he 
had  met  with. 

The  Governor  deemed  it  bis  duty,  under  the 
cbatmstanoes  detailed,  to  call  out  the  military,  and 

he  did  so  promptly  and  efTiciently,  for  lie  ordered 
ont  a  force  sufficient  to  capture  every  man,  woman 
and  diild  on  the  Helderbergs.  It  was  composed 
of  the  Albany  Burgesses  Corps,  Captain  Bayeux; 
Albany  Union  Guards,  Captain  Brown;  Albany 
Republican  Artillery,  Caplsun  Strain;  First  Cc)m- 
pany  Van  Rensselaer  Guards,  Captain  Kcamejr; 
Second  Company  Van  Rens.«ielaer  f  ".nards.  Captain 
Berry;  Troy  Artillery,  Captain  Howe;  Troy  Citi- 
sens  Corps,  Captain  Pierce;  and  Troy  City  Gnards, 
Captain  W'ickes. 

This  formidable  body  of  citizen-soldiery,  in 
general  command  of  Major  William  Bloodgood, 
headed  by  Sheriff  Artcher,  started  for  ReidsvUle^  on 
the  llelderberjjs,  December  9,  1839,  to  enconnter 
and  »ivcrcome  the  renl-resisters.  With  colors  lly- 
ing,  drums  beating,  cannon  nmUinft  and  bayo- 
nets gleaming  in  the  wintry  sun,  its  maicfa  firom 
Albany  was  imposing. 


It  reached  the  Helderbergs  without  a  shadow  of 
resistance,  and,  encamping  at  Reidsville,  found  no 
enemy  there  to  attack  or  oppose.  It  remained  in 
camp  and  on  duty  at  that  ptrfnt,  and  other  places^ 
for  a  week,  and  then  returned  to  Albany,  greatly 
diagrined  and  sadly  bedraggled,  amid  the  peltings 
of  a  i^tilcaB  rain  storm  of  almost  unexampled 
severity. 

Similar  but  much  smaller  demonstrations,  under 
proclamations  of  subsequent  governors,  set  on  foot 
by  rent  claimants  and  timid  sheriffs,  haveoocmred 
several  times  since.  The  object  ha.s  always  seemed 
to  be,  not  to  serve  and  enforce  process,  for  that  was 
never  really  imp»ossible  in  die  hands  of  a  vigorous 
and  touraf,'eous  oflicer,  with  only  a  respectable 
posse;  but  by  military  exhibitions  of  display,  ac- 
companied by  sheriffs'  poaatt  In  fixoe,  to  intimidale 
and  drive  the  landholders  into  setdement  and  pay- 
ment of  iniquitous  demands. 

The  resistance  to  the  collection  of  rents  and  at- 
tempted enforcement  of  ooUecdons  went  on  for 
some  time  in  the  tumultuous  manner  stated,  with- 
out successful  or  encouraging  results  on  either 
side.  The  tsndholders  hoped  die  petty  and  threat- 
ened acts  of  resisunce  made  by  them  might  induce 
Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  t"  "ffcr  some  terms  of  com- 
promise; but  he  refused  all  ci>mprumisc  unless  his 
tenantry,  as  he  called  them,  wooM  cease  all  fiiither 

opiiosition,  ackiiowIedg:e  themsdvCS  In  the  WfOOg 
and  pay  up  what  they  owed. 
•  This  obsdnate  state  of  the  controvcray  led  tfie 
landholders,  under  the  advice  of  some  antiquarian 
adepts  in  legal  l.>re,  to  question  the  Van  Ren.s- 
selaer  tide  to  the  manor.  It  was  insisted  that  the 
letters  patent  were  invalid  on  many  grounds,  not 
neccssar;'  now  t"  be  stated,  as  it  would  lead  to 
fruitless  di.scussionu  It  is  enough  to  say  of  it  that 
it  soon  brought  the  feudal  rent  conflict  into  the 
arena  of  politics. 

Politicians,  always  keen  to  scent  the  advent  of  a 
new  and  potent  power  for  votes,  were  quick  in 
seising  this  opportnnity  and  putting  die  knd- 
holdcrs  in  shape  for  political  action.  They  must, 
it  was  urged,  have  a  public  press  to  make  their 
caose  and  their  grievances  known  to  the  people, 
and  this  was  done  with  little  delay. 

The  Freeholder,  published  in  the  City  of  Albany, 
became  the  organ  of  the  embryo  party.  It  was 
conducted  for  many  years  widi  great  abili^.  Both 
of  the  old  i>oliiical  parties,  to  a  greater  or  less  ex- 
tent, entered  into  die  controversy,  although  the 
National  Repablican  or  Whig  party,  then  the  op- 
position  party  to  the  Democratic,  furnished,  appar- 
ently, the  largest  number  of  anti-rent  or  land- 
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holden'  tdvocata.  The  landholders  now  aougfat, 

through  i>  ilitical  agilatioo,  die  enactment  md  en- 
forcement uf  law*  Id  protect  them  against  the  fimdel 
dactions.  Thdr  fint  object,  thererore.  was  to  le- 
the  Governor  and  a  controlling  numLnrr  of 
mcmliers  of  the  I,<-'-n^!:iture  :  and  at  once,  in  the 
electiuns,  they  made  their  power  felt.  Rensselaer, 
Colambia,  Datchen,  Sollivan,  Ulfter,  Greene,  Dd- 
awarc,  Otsego,  Schi'haric,  Schenectady  and  Mont- 
gomerj'  Counties  promptly  sent  representatives  of 
the  landholders  to  the  I^islatu're;  and  Albany 
Conn^  espoused  tlidr  cause-  l>y  overwhdming  ma- 
joritiesi.  Ira  Harris,  as  their  c*special  representa- 
tive, was  elected  to  tiie  A:>sembljr  in  1845  by  a 
majoritf  exceeding  two  thotiaand  votes.  In  1846 
he  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the  Constitutional  Con- 
vention, and  in  the  same  year  again  to  liic  Assem- 
bly, and  subsequently  to  the  Senate,  and  fmally  to 
a  teat  on  the  bench  of  the  Sopieme  Court  Silas 

Wright,  whosf  name  was  a  ti  iwer  of  strcni:t}i,  and 
who,  as  the  Democratic  candidate  for  Governor, 
carried  the  State  in  1844  for  Polk  ai  IVaident 
a^^'ainst  Ilcnry  Clay,  was  beaten  for  re-election  by 
jolm  Young  in  1846,  because  his  action  as  Gov- 
ernor with  respect  to  the  anti-rent  outbreak  in  Del- 
aware Omnty.  fai  which*  Stede,  a  depatf  dwrilT, 

wa^  killerl,  ha  !  lAm-t^  ofTciisc  to  this  new  and  potent 
organizatiuo.  It  would  be  out  of  place,  in  a  his- 
tory of  AlbanyCoonty,  to  detail  the  niocean  or  the 
defc-at5  of  this  organization  in  other  counties  or  in 
the  Sute,  or  its  fate  in  the  Legislature,  or  its  decline 
as  a  political  body.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the 
landholders'  party,  as  a  political  oiganiation,  with 
its  orpan,  the  /"  . - ■'/cr,  ilicd  <.ut  gradually,  and 
that  the  conte&i  subsequently  became  sthctly  legal 
in  its  chancter. 

Among  the  conditions  contained  in  the  manorial 
giants  in  fee,  as  well  in  Albany  as  in  other  counties, 
was  a  provision  that  the  grantee,  his  heirs  or  as- 
rigna,  was  to  pajr  to  the  lord  or  proprietor  of  the 
manor,  on  every  sale  or  vendition  of  the  land  <;</ 
infinitum,  unc-quartcr  of  the  purchase  price;  so 
that,  if  a  given  fiurm — worth,  for  instance,  f  s,ooo— 
with  all  its  buildings  and  other  improvements,  put 
on  it  by  the  landholder  himself,  Wivs  sold  four 
times,  tiie  manor  proprietor  would  get  the  whole 
value  of  the  ftnn,  indndlng  tiie  improvements; 

that  is.  $500  <m  earh  vendition,  making  the  full 
sum  of  $3,000  on  llie  fouith  sale. 

Lidgatioa  in  the  oonits  first  aasmned  shape  on 
this  quarter-sale  provision  in  1848.  and  in  1S5  >  the 

question  was  carriftl  into  the  Court  of  Ap]icals  for 
liiial  adjudication.  The  ground  taken  there  by  the 
Gowtsd  ibr  the  landholders  in  oj^wsition  to  the 


qaaiter«eale  wa^  dnt  die  condition  was  void  be- 

cau--''  it  V,  as  a  fine  upon  alienation,  repnimant  to 
the  grant  and  against  public  policy ;  bat  Judge 
Kuggles,  who  delivered  the  ophiion  of  tlie  conit, 
placed  the  decision  in  effect  ujion  the  statute  of 
f/«w  emptori's.  wliicli,  althoiii;li  he  com  luded  was 
not  in  force  witliin  the  colony,  and,  therefore,  not 
hi  the  Slate,  yet,  hi  his  own  wmds,  "that 
our  statutes  of  escheats  and  of  tenures,  the 
one  passed  in  1779  other  in  1787, 

acting  retroepectively,  peifonned  die  same  fimo> 
tions  and  wrought  the  same  changes  in  die 
feudal  tenures  of  this  State  as  the  statute  of  juia 
emphres  did  in  Kngland.  They  put  an  end  to  all 
feudal  tenure  between '  one  dtisen  and  another, 
and  Mil^tituted  in  its  place  a  tenure  between 
each  landholder  and  the  people  in  their  sov- 
ereign capacity ;  and,  by  taking  away  the  grantor's 
reversion  or  esdieat,  diey  removed  the  entire  Ibnn- 
dation  on  which  the  power  of  the  grantor  to  restrain 
alienation  by  his  grantee  formerly  rested,  and  tbey 
placed  die  law  of  diis  State,  in  respect  to  the  ques- 
tion in  controversy,  on  the  same  footing  on  which 
the  law  of  England  now  stands  and  has  stood  since 
the  reign  of  Edward  the  First" — that  is,  since 
IS90V  when  'the  statute  of  pA  tmfltnt  was 
passed. 

Judge  Ruggles  also  said  :  "  The  right  of  re-entiy 
for  non-pajment  of  rent;  or  die  non-perfbrmanoe 

of  other  covenants,  is  not  such  an  interest  in  the 
estate  a.s  makes  the  condition  in  question  valid. 
It  is  not  a  reversion,  nor  is  it  a  possibility  of  re- 
venioD,  nor  is  it  any  estate  in  the  land."  And 
attain  he  said  :  "A  rent  is  not  a  reversion  or  a  pos- 
sibility of  reversion,  and  nothing  but  such  a  rever- 
sionary Intefest  in  the  land  has  ever  been  held  to 
authorize  a  condition  against  alienation." 

Ami  Ju  l-'e  Kuggles  adds,  in  the  same  opinion, 
that,  aUtiuugh  the  quarter-sale  condition  is  valid 
in  leases  ibr  Hves  snd  yean,  for  there  die  lessor  hss 
a  reversionary  interest  in  the  land,  yet  on  convey- 
ances in  fee  it  is  void,  for  he  has  no  reversionary 
interest  left.  And  such  was  the  unanimous  judg- 
ment of  the  Court  of  Appeals;  and  s<i  ended  all 
further  enforcement  of  this  hoarv  -headed  exaction. 

The  life  and  soul  of  this  decision  is  this:  the 
manor  proprietors  by  sale  and  conveyance  of  their 
lands  in  iee  divest*- 1  tlu-nis,  !ves  ..f  a'!  estate  in  the 
lands,  and  no  relationship  whatever  of  a  legal  charac- 
ter tlienoelbcth  existed  between  them  and  their 
grantees.  They  were  not  landlords,  ami  the 
^'rantc^s  were  not  tenants;  for  it  is  idle  to  call  him 
landlord  who  docs  not  own  the  land,  and  him 
tenant  who  does  own  it  And  so  qoaiiereale  con- 
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dition  died,  and  bf  parity  of  reasoning  so  died 
also  all  other  attempted  feudal  restrictions,  by  way 
of  covenants  or  conditions  iu  deeds  in  fee,  to  free 
oonmevoe  in  manor  or  other  lands  in  the  Slats  of 
New  York. 

TIm  Court  of  Appeals  at  the  time  oi  this 
decision  was  composed  oX  the  following  Judges: 
Charles  H.  Ruggles,  Cbkf  Judge,  and  Addison 
Gardner,  Freeborn  G.  Jewett,  Alexander  S.  John- 
son, John  W.  Edmonds,  Malbone  Watson,  Pliilo 
Gridtef  and  Hebiy  Welles,  Jodgea, 

The  Court  of  Appeals,  in  a  subsequent  decision, 
pronounced  in  1859,  by  Judge  Denio,  dissented 
from  the  opinion  of  Judge  Ruggles  with  respect  to 
the  eiiatence  of  the  statute  of  fmb  «ii^ltrt$  here, 
and  held  that  that  statute  was  always  the  law  of 
the  colony,  and  that  it  was  the  law  of  the  Slate  as 
well  before  as  af^  the  pa&sige  of  our  act  concern- 
ing tenures  in  1787.  "A  contrary  theory,"  said 
lu'!^'''  Dcnio.  "w<-iul(i  leati  to  the  most  absurd  con- 
clusions. We  should  have  to  hold  that  the  feudal 
qratem,  duiim;  the  whole  colonial  period,  and  for 
the  first  ten  years  of  the  Slate  government,  existed  , 
here  in  a  condition  of  vigor,  which  bad  been  un- 
known in  England  lor  more  than  diree  centnnes  be* 
fore  the  first  settlement  of  this  country." 

.\ftcr  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in 
1852,  the  Van  Rensseiaers  and  other  manor  pro- 
prietors were  advised  by  their  counsel  to  sell,  as  it 
was  evident  that  the  other  feudal  conditions,  such 
as  the  payment  of  wheat  in  bushels,  fat  fowls, 
days'  service  with  carriage  and  horses  and  the  like, 
contained  in  the  coaveyancei^  and  foifdUire  of  the 
land  in  case  of  non-payment,  must  rest  and  be 
rejected  upon  the  same  principle  as  the  quarter- 
sale  condition,  to  wi^  want  of  relation  of  landUnd 
and  tenant  between  the  parties;  for  if  that  relation- 
ship did  not  exist  in  the  one  case,  it  was  obvious 
that  it  did  not  exist  in  die  other,  and  could  not, 
therefore,  exist  at  alL 

While  the  manor  proprietors,  tired  of  the  long 
continued  resistance  and  the  failure  to  collect  al- 
leged rents,  had,  previously  to  185s,  in  a  few  ia- 
tances,  sold  to  some  sabmisdve  landholden  tfie 
soil  of  their  farms,  as  it  was  called,  they  now, 
under  the  adverse  litigation  attending  the  quarter 
sale,  ontheadvieeof  counsel  mentioned^  expiressed 
a    willingness    to    sell    at    prices  ridiculously 
small,  if  they  really  believed  the  rents  claimed  1 
were  legal  and  collectable;  and  spcculaton  or  ad- 
venturers in  numben^  ever  ready  to  take  chances, 
however  desperate,  or,  if  possibly  successful,  how-  ' 
ever  detrimental  to  the  general  welfare,  pressed  . 
fonrard  to  buy;  and  they  bon|^  The  chief  or  I 


principal  pmdiaser  was  Walter  S.  Churcii,  then  of 

Allegany  County,  New  York. 

It  must  be  here  observed,  once  for  all,  that  tlie 
term  specubtor  or  adventurer  in  dib  case  is  not 
made  use  of  in  an  invidious  or  offensive  sense,  or 
even  reproachfully,  but  by  way  of  designation  or 
discrimination.  He  is  not  an  inheritor  of  manorial 
righis^  and  he  does  not  take  by  devise.  He  simply 
comes  in  as  a  stranger  on  speculation,  and  buys 
casual  or  disputed  claims,  as  he  would  buy  lottery 
tickets  <Mr  stocks  hi  Wall  street  He  1^  ^evefore, 
a  speculator  or  adventurer  in  the  contest,  in  which 
he  purchases  chances.  If  successful  in  the  ven- 
ture, his  fortune  is  made,  and  he  can  take  his 
ease,  and  live  and  spend  and  entertain  fredy  and 

handsomelv.  If  unsuccessful,  he  is  no  worse  off 
than  other  spK.-culators  who  spend  on  a  hazard  all, 
perhaps,  they  possess,  and  all  they  can  bonow. 

The  YuX.  mentioned  poidMser  or  qiecubitor  hai^ 
for  more  than  thirty  years,  made  a  busy  and 
troublous  time  of  the  venture  for  himself  and  for 
die  landholders 

That  he  has  lieen  ir.iIer:iti-'-:i1i!c  in  it,  is  siyin;,^ 
little.  His  labors  and  bis  activity  have  been  im- 
mense^ and  \at  presence^  wherever  or  however  re- 
quired to  promote  or  protect  his  interea^  has  been 
almost  ubi<iuitous.  Did  the  controversy  drift  into 
the  Legislature,  as  it  did  fiom  time  to  time,  he  con- 
fronted It  tfiere,  at  every  sle|^  widi  an  eneigy  un- 
tiring and  sleepless,  and  open  house  and  ample 
table  as  potent  auxiliaries.  When  it  went  into 
the  courts  in  the  form  of  maltiplied  ejectment 
suits,  prosecuted  under  his  personal  direction  and 
in  his  interest,  he  was  there  alike  active,  untiring 
and  vigilant;  and  it  must  be  written,  or  this  histor- 
ical siMtch  will  be  impeilect^  honond  judges  did 
not  deem  it  improper,  and  have  not  considered  it 
incompatible  with  their  position,  to  accept  the 
proffered  hospitalities  of  his  bachelor  home,  par- 
take of  his  sumptuous  repasts,  sip  his  costly  wines, 
and  receive  his  courtly  attentions;  and  distin- 
guished lawyers,  and  lawyers  engaged  in  the  cases 
against  the  landholders,  have  participated  in  the 
entertainments;  even  Governors  and  Lieutenant- 
Governors  have  not  refused  to  join  in  them. 

It  may  be  said  that  these  social  entertainments 
have  exeidsed  no  control  in  the  judgments  pro- 
nounced by  the  courts.  That  may  be  so.  But  in 
cases  involving  cinl  rights,  the  forfeiture  of  real 
property  and  enormous  pecunbry  exactions  be- 
sides, it  cannot  be  e.\pected  that  the  landholders, 
victims  in  the  actions,  have  retjarded  their  possible 
influence  wilti  indiilcrcncc.  In  a  great  controversy 
tike  thi%  in  which  judgments  are  ghen  upon  the 
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statutes  of  landlord  and  tenant — where  such  statutes 
cannot  possibly  apply — the  t\x\^oisUiredecisis%\\o\x\A 
not  be  allowed  to  prevail;  and  therefore  the  judges 
should  keep  their  minds  open  to  further  aignmeDt 
and  decision,  without  possible  bias  in  any  way  or 
from  any  direction;  for  it  has  been  well  said  that  a 
tii^  dedifon  fan  never,  in  any  cas^  been  al- 
lowed to  staiul  if  found  oppc^d  to  principle,  and 
in  a  conflict  ot  decisioDS  the  doctrine  of  «lSiir«  dtctsit 
does  not  hold. 

It  fiuaJllsr  to  eveiy  ndl'ietd  lawyer  that 
there  arc  liuncircds  of  ca-^es  in  the  books  that  have 
stood  settled  as  law  for  centuries,  which  have  been 
overturned  by  fbe  broad,  luminoas  and  analytical 
mind  of  a  Mansfield  or  a  Marshall,  a  Spencer  or  a 
Kent — intellects  which  have  cicv  atcil  ami  ctinobletl 
the  race,  not  debased  and  degraded  it — and  it  will 
scarcely  do  to  say  that  dais  generation  of  judges 
is  infallible,  or  wiser  and  greater  than  those  illus- 
trious prototypes. 

If  it  be  adced  how  the  oontrovers}'  has  progress- 
ed since  the  purcliase  by  the  adventurers,  and  how 
it  stands  to-day  between  thcna  and  the  landholders, 
it  may  be  summed  up  bnctly. 

In  1856,  in  the  case  of  Van  Rensselaer  against 
Ball,  first,  among  many  cases,  that  went  to  the 
Court  of  Appeals  after  decision  in  the  quarter- 
sale  snit^  the  rig^  of  the  manor  proprietors, 
or  the  purchasen  of  their  interest,  to  maintain 
actions  of  ejectment  against  the  landholders,  was 
put  by  that  Court,  in  die  upiniun  written  by  Judge 
Denio,  before  alluded  to,  upon  a  statate  passed  by 
the  Legislature  in  1805,  authorizing  grantors  of 
lands  to  have  the  same  remedies  for  the  recover)'  of 
icnts  ss  if  the  revernon  had  remained  in  them. 

Now,  this  statute  was  jia-ssed  after  the  manor 
proprietors  had  sold  their  land*,  with  scarcely  an 
exception,  and  could  not,  tlicrefore,  be  l^itimately 
employed  in  the  olBce  it  was  called  on  to  peifoim; 
that  is,  it  could  not  confer  a  right  if  none  existed 
before.  But  this  was  not  all;  Judge  Denio  then 
proceeded  to  apply  the  statutes  of  Undlord  and 
tenant  to  the  cases,  after  he  had  demonstrated 
beyond  all  contradiction  that  these  statutes  could 
not  by  any  possibility  be  made  to  apply,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  prohibitory  statute  of  quia 
emptores,  and  our  statutes  of  tenures  and  escheats. 

This  decision  so  shocked  the  public  conscience, 
that  the  Legislature  in  i860  promptly  repealed  the 
Statute  of  1805,  so  6r  as  conveyances  enecnted  b^ 
fore  that  time  were  concerned. 

After  that  sutute  was  repealed,  the  feudal  rent 
litigation  was  tenewed;  and  other  casei^  having 
gone  throngh  the  lower  coart%  were  carried  to  the 


Court  of  Appeals  for  reticwcd  decision,  where  they 
were  decided  in  1 863.  That  Court  then  took  a  new 
dei»rture,  and  held  that  the  statute  of  1805  was 
not  necessaiy  to  the  maintenance  of  Ae  Mtkms, 
but  that  the  pro\  isions  of  a  statute  enacted  in 
1846,  abolisiiiiig  distress  for  rent,  and  for  other 
purposes— a  statute  passed  in  the  interest  of  the 
landholders,  through  the  sgency  of  their  own 
representatives  in  the  Legislature — supplied  the 
place  of  the  statute  of  1805.  The  opinion  in  the 
case  was  written  by  Judge  Henry  R.  Sdden. 

Judge  Selden,  after  relying  on  the  statute  of 
1846,  as  Judge  Denio  had  done  on  the  statute  of 
1805,  to  sustain  the  acdon%  mdertakea  to  uphold 
them  on  the  strength  of  an  opinion  expressed  by 
Sugden  in  his  work  on  "Vendors  and  Purchasers," 
and  on  two  or  three  controverted  English  cases. 
But  neither  Sugden  nor  the  diqmted  cases  adp 
vance  the  idea,  or  even  hint  at  it,  that  there  can  be 
any  forfeiture  of  land  for  non>payment  of  rent,  outp 
side  the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant;  and  it 
may  be  asserted,  without  fear  '  fcxturadiction,  that 
no  case  can  be  found,  Englisli  or  American,  where 
re-eniry,  or  ejectment  /or  default  m  the payment  0/ rent, 

itim  tad    oBtuiti  nl*«^  A»  rtUtaB 

landlord  md  kmaU  wkM,  or  was  Mufpomd  * 

It  hu  been  diown  diat  the  dediioB  in  the 

case  of  Ball,  in  1S59,  in  which  Judge  Denio 
wrote  the  opinion — is  no  exception  to  this 
rule — for  the  judgment  in  tiiat  case  was  ex- 
pressly affirmed,  by  help  of  the  statute  of  1805, 
upon  the  statutes  of  landlord  and  tenant  And 
Judge  Selden,  in  his  opinion  in  the  Reid  case, 
written  in  1863,  is  forced  finally  to  admit  and  dfr- 
clare  that  the  actions  are  not  maintainable,  except 
the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  exists  between 
the  parties.  His  very  language  is  here  copied,  and 
isasfidlows:  "A  WtUff  costs  M  OUTCSIwAf  MlWtIK 
parlies  similarly  situated,  they  have  been  spoken  0/  ami 
treated  as  landlords  and  tenants,  and  the  decisions  m 
the  cases  0/  Van  JRensselaer  v.  Snyder  {/j  N.  F., 
i^)  Mi  Vam  Rmustlasr  st  Adl  {19  N.  JI,  100) 

can  he  sustained  on  no  other  ground,  as  they  depended 
entirefy  upon  a  statute  applicahle  onl}'  to  parties  kold- 
tngAatr^aUm  (a  R.  S.,p.  505,  §JO).' 

Of  the  eight  judges  who  composed  the  G>urt  of 
App-.-als  in  1863,  when  Judge  .Selden  wrote  his 
opinion,  it  is  notable  that  two  of  the  most  distiu- 
guiihed  Judges  of  the  Coui^  Wri^t  and  Roeeknns^ 
who  heard  the  arcrumentik  refined  to  take  part  in 
the  decision.  I  bey  could  not  be  bnmgbt  to  as- 
sent to  the  remarkable  doctrines  annonncwd  by 
Judge  Selden. 


Digitized  by  Google 


I 
I 


ANTI-RENTISM. 


Upon  this  indefensible  assamption  by  Judge 
Selden  of  Xho  relationship  of  landlord  and  tenant 
between  the  parlies  lo  this  controversy  (where 
inch  fdatkmihip  does  not  eiiats),  bmgs  the 
cndrmnus  exactions  thereafter,  and  even  now,  bit- 
terly wrung  from  the  cultivators  of  lands  absolutely 
jywned  hj  AenMdveK 

The  workings  of  the  sj-stem,  thus  naugurated 
by  the  Court  of  Appeals,  may  be  illustrated  by  a 
few  out  of  many  examples  : 

On  die  ifih  day  of  Fdiraary,  t86o,  one  of  the 
coldest  days  of  the  winter,  the  principal  adven- 
turer in  the  claimi,  accompanied  by  the  Sheriff 
and  his  posse,  some  fourteen  or  fifteen  in  num- 
ber, armed  with  pistols  and  clubs,  and  handcuffs  to 
bind  any  that  might  be  found  to  oppose,  made  a 
sudden  descent  upon  the  farm  and  premises  of 
Peter  Ball,  sitaaled  on  the  Hdderbeiga,  near  die 
village  of  Rcmc.  The  farm  had  been  his  and  his 
forefotbeis  for  generations,  but  then  an<l  there,  in 
die  midat  of  a  tiirious  mountain  snow-storm,  they 
cast  him,  with  his  fiunily,  consisting  of  his  wife^  a 
sick  daui^htcr  and  an  aged  colored  sen'ant,  from 
the  dwelling,  out  upon  the  public  highway. 

The  valne  of  this  farm,  within  the  very  Ifanits 
of  the  village,  with  its  new,  convenient  and 
handsome  dwelling-hotise,  and  other  improve- 
ments, made  by  Peter  Ball  himself,  was  very  con- 
siderabte.  It  was  one  of  the  most  deniable  and 
picturesque  places  on  the  Helderbergs  ;  and  as  the 
poor  old  people,  the  sick  daughter  and  the  aged 
servant  were  forced  to  leave,  their  cries  and  tlwir 
tsais  tOQched  many  a  tender  heart 

It  may  be  tri)thful!y*asserted  that  when  the  Pa- 
troon  sold  hiis  lands  on  the  Helderbergs,  there  was 
not  probably  an  acre  that  was  worth  more  than 
twen^'five  cents.  The  value  was  j^iven  afterward 
by  the  buildings  and  other  improvements  put  upon 
the  lands  by  the  purchasers. 

It  was  necessary,  it  was  said,  to  make  an  exam- 
ple of  Peter  Ball,  because  he  had  been  a  leading 
and  persistent  anti-renter,  for  the  influence  it  might 
eaert  at  die  time  npon  otlier  anti>rentefs  to  come 
forward  and  settle  exacted  claims. 

Maitinus  Lansing,  whose  extensive  larm  lay  on 
the  east  or  Greenbnsh  side  of  the  river,  in  view,  prob> 
ablj,fiom  the  pinnacles  oftheCapitol,  beneath  which, 
in  aqgnst  dipnity,  now  sits  the  Court  of  Appeals, 
b  a  more  recent  and  llagrant  case  of  dispossession. 
On  this  ftrm,  worth  not  less  than  twenty-five  thou- 
sand dollars,  it  has  been  estimated  there  was  an  un- 
paid rent  claim  of  about  eight  hnndred  dollars. 
Mr.  Lansing  was  reqaired  to  pay  six  dioassnd  dol» 
bus  tobe  icbtttalsd.  H«  paid  ibur  tfKwsaiid  dol' 


lut,  and  because  he  did  not  promptly  jay  the  other 
two  thou=anri,  a'.thouch  he  subsequently  cifTcrcd  to 
pay  it,  and  the  payment  was  refused,  he  and  his 
fiunily  wcfe  removed  from  dieir  dwdlfaig>«hoase  by 
an  armed  body  of  officers  and  men.  The  great 
farm,  with  all  its  buildings  and  other  improve- 
ments, put  on  it  by  Mr.  Lansing's  forefiithen,  widi 
extensive  additions  and  betterments  by  Mr.  Lan- 
sing himself,  was  immctliately  taken  possession  of 
by  the  chief  speculator ;  and  he  is  to-day  occupying 
the  fine  dwdlings  and  laige  bams,  and  planting 
and  reaping  the  broad  acres,  and  pocketing  the 
fruits,  rejoicing  in  the  great  acquisition,  and  mak- 
ing exhibitions  of  it  to  admiring  friends. 

The  reader  will  not  be  surprised  to  learn  that 
Mr.  I.ansing  died  of  a  broken  lieart,  poor  and  pen- 
niless, and  that  his  unmarried  daughters,  forced  to 
support  themselves  as  best  they  may,  or  dependent 
upon  the  liberality  of  relatives,  have  suffered  a 
desolation,  distress  and  mortification  over  which 
sympathetic  neighbors  and  friends  have  dropped 
many  a  tear  of  charily. 

Another  case  of  dispossession  was  that  of  Will- 
iam Witbeck,  of  Greenbush,  whose  farm  lay  west 
of  Mr.  Lansbig's,  and  nearer  the  river.  The  Olcott 
place,  which  occupies  a  site  commanding  a  view 
of  all  Albany,  forms  in  part  its  western  boundary. 

As  a  grass  and  stock  farm,  with  its  buildings  and 
odier  improvements  put  on  by  the  Wtbeck  fiunily, 
it  was  very  valuable— worth  not  Ici^  probably,  than 
fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

Witbedt  had  paid  all  assmned  rent  cisimssgsinst 
this  farm,  but  there  was  yet  unpaid,  it  seemed,  the 
costs  of  the  ejectment  suit,  amounting  perhaps  to 
one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  These,  by  some  over- 
right,  had  not  been  paid.  They  might  have  been  col- 
li'i  i.  ;!  at  any  moment  upon  cxccutioti,  if  Witbeck 
In  el  re!  used  to  pay,  as  be  had  much  cattle  and  other 
property  on  this  and  Other  farms  in  the  same  neigh* 
borhood.  But  this  was  not  what  the  principal  specu- 
lator in  fee-farm  rents  was  seeking  Witbeck,  he  in- 
sisted had  been  contumacious,  and  had  forfeited  his 
right  to  retain  the  fium,  and  he  declared  his  inten- 
tion, therefore,  to  take  possession.  For  t!-.is  jmrpose 
Hiram  Griggs,  a  deputy  of  the  Sheriff  of  Rensselaer 
County,  with  an  armed  posse,  was  dispatched  to 
take  possession.  Witbeck,  as  he  had  given  out  he 
would  do,  resisted,  and  in  the  encounter  which 
followed  Griggs  was  shot,  and  subsequently  died. 
Wtbeck  and  his  two  sons  were  arrnted  and  in- 

dictcd  for  Crig,c:s'  murder.  Tliey  wi  re  trir-  l  in 
Saratoga  County,  and  were  acquitted  in  the 
BMBittiBie,  secured  against  Atrther  lesislancs^  Ilia 
^lecnlator  (obtained  peaceable  possenioik  of  a« 
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farm,  and  he  retains  it  to  this  day,  with  ittbOQIIti- 
ful  ingaihehng  of  harvests  and  fruits. 

Sndi  sra  some  of  the  mnltt  of  hmdlord  tnd 
tenant  statutes,  where  such  statutes  do  not  apply. 
It  is  the  merciless  takinc;  and  appropriation  of  land 
(by  judicial  accomplishmeui),  with  all  the  buildings 
•ad  other  improvementa,  put  on  it  bjr  die  owners 
themselves,  which  never  belonged  to  the  manor  cr 
proprieton  nor  to  the  purchasing  speculaton ;  here 
in  the  SbUe  of  New  York,  netr  the  doee  of  the 
nineteenth  century,  in  a  manner  equal  to  anything 
in  atrocity  that  could  have  occurred  in  the  bar- 
barous ages  of  the  ninth  century,  when  feudalism 
was  first  Ibfoed  on  allodial  soil  and  on  free  men. 

The  system  of  swor.ping  in  farms,  with  the 
boihlings  and  other  improvements,  now  practiced, 
under  the  same  incongmoos  statutes,  (made  pos- 
sible by  the  like  judicial  action)  nwjrbe  iUnatnted 
by  the  method  in  which  it  is  done: 

Ejectment  suits  are  brought  to  recover  one  year  s 
rent  dafaned  to  be  dae— genenllj  the  hit  jeaiw 
and  recover)' of  possession  of  the  farm  for  non-pay- 
ment The  landholder,  on  prosecution,  goes  to 
the  office  in  Albany  to  pay  the  year's  rent  sued  for, 
and  the  costs  of  the  action.  Payment  will  not  be  ac- 
cepted unless  he  will  also  pay  all  rents  claimed  tohe 
in  arrear ;  it  may  be  for  fifteen  or  twenty,  perhaps 
thirty  years.  The  landhoMer  remoostfates,  on  the 
ground,  as  often  happens,  that  he  has  only  owned 
the  farm  a  few  years,  and  should  not  be  asked  to 
pay  longer  than  he  has  owned.  He  is  told  that 
that  makeano  difference ;  the  fium  is  liable,  who- 
ever may  have  been  the  owner,  and  he  must  pay 
all  rents  claimed  or  lose  the  farm.  On  inquiry  as 
to  Ae  amovnt  corned,  he  ii  atarded  to  leam  that 
it  exceeds  the  value  of  the  farm,  perhaps,  with  all 
the  buildings  and  other  improvements.  That  result 
is  brought  about  by  charging  the  fiillest  prices  for 
die  wheat,  the  &t  fowls  and  the  days'  service  with 
carriage  and  horses,  with  annual  accumulations  of 
interest  on  each.  It  is  the  old  story ;  the  succes- 
•on  of  the  old  Fatroon  diastised  the  kndholden 
with  whips;  the  adveatueia  chastiae  them  with 
scorpions. 

The  distressed  farmer,  sued  for  one  Tear's  rent* 
goes  home  and  oommnnicalea  to  his  astonished 

family  the  ruin  tliat  impends  over  their  peaceful 
habitation  ;  and  ruin  promptly  comes  in  the  person 
of  die  specolaior,  widi  the  sb^iff  and  fosM  at  his 
badt,  who  speedily  close  the  scene  upon  the 
wretched  famiiy  by  pitilcas  dispoaaesaion  nnless 
every  claim  be  paid. 

TIm  pricea  of  lentsdaimed  have  been  gieadyin* 
trgaae^  1^  d^e  q^ecnlaion  lince  the  days  of  die 


Patroons  ;  then  the  fat  fowls  and  the  days'  service 
with  carriage  and  horses,  etc,  were  put  at  uniform 
rates  of  moderate  diaracter;  now  th^  are  ad- 
\  anced  to  the  cxtremcst  tension.  It  is  this  feature 
•  A  the  fee-farm  rent  s\stem,  among  others,  which 
nukes  it  so  bitter,  harsh  and  unendurable.  In 
cases  between  landlord  and  tenant,  where  that  n* 
lationship  actually  exists,  tlie  landlord  must  specify 
in  bis  petition  or  complaint  the  exact  amount  of 
rent  claimed  to  be  do^  so  that  die  tenant  may 
know  what  be  has  to  pay,  and  he  pays  it,  or  leaves 
the  premi.scs  at  his  option,  to  which  premises  the 
tenant  makes  no  claim,  for  he  never  owned  them. 
He  haa  added  nodiing  to  dieir  value  by  buildings 
or  other  improvements^  and  be  leaves  diem  with- 
out loss  or  distress. 

Very  different  from  this  is  it  with  the  fee*6nn  rent 
system.  Here  the  courts  do  not  require  the  specu- 
I  lators,  on  prosecution,  to  fi.x  the  amount  of  rent 
claimed  to  be  due.  That  is  left  to  their  tender 
mercy  after  they  have  got  dieir  ^ectment  fndg- 
ment ;  and  if  the  landholder  don't  then  pay  as 
required,  he  loses  his  farm,  with  all  the  build- 
ings and  other  improvements  put  upon  it  by 
himad£  These  buildings  and  other  improve- 
ments, even  more  valuable,  perhaps,  than  the 
land  iuelf,  the  Court  of  Appeals  declared  in  185S1 
in  the  c^niott  delivered  by  Judge  Roggles  ha  the 
quarter-sale  suit,  never  belonged  to  the  manor 
proprietors,  and  certainly,  therefore,  never  belonged 
to  the  speculators  in  the  manor  claims.  Yet  these 
speculaiors  are  now  allowed,  under  the  statotea  of 
landlord  and  tenant  (with  assistance  of  the  courts), 
to  take  the  buildings  and^>tber  improvements  as 
wen  as  the  land  itael(  whidi  the  Co«t  of  Appeals, 
in  185a,  as  above  dedarad  never  bdonged  to  the 
manor  pnjprietors. 

This  category  of  the  fee-iarm  rent  system  places 
it  hi  a  light  of  teniJic  mjoatioe; 

It  may  be  asserted,  boldly  and  unflinchingly, 
that  the  declaratiop  of  the  Court  of  Appeals,  before 
mentioned  and  transcribed,  Aat  itctmse, 
cases,  the  parties  to  this  am/roversy  Ame  been  spohm 
of  and  trealcd  as  landlords  and  tenants,  therefore, 
their  status  as  suck  is  forever  fixed  and  cannot  ie 
chwgtit  wkuv  ti^  roHatinttk^  don  M/ftnh/^  ujih 

•Til  it  langUMEe  is  uted  adviwdly.  WriWW  0«i  lecfal  tciw  W» 
cede  that  ih<-  court!  in  ihii  coiinir^  hav*  anuMd  lati.latir*  fMMT. 
Leiier  V.  Ward,  A  M  ,  of  (h«  Snniihiciaian  Iniiuitioa,  bi  ■  nemn 
work  on  "  Dyn.mk  Socwkxy."  tays  :  "  There  are  two  Haiii  of  law- 
laakinc  bodie*— cour<«  and  leeit'aiumL.  The  icrowth  of  law  ihroush 
die  coart»  i«  atniDit  unr.x.'-iiirii/e"!  hy  ih-'  p.v.-.p|.'  3t  I  t^jp;  yet  its  de- 
velopmeni  by  thi^  ;ii;.rnLy  i^,  pt,'tI-.ittH,  nuT''  i  I  l^  .ti  l.y  lefiislaiioo.*' 
The  author  t«  iacLin«d  to  xp(>rov«  ihU  ufturpaliuu.  unratiid^l  th.it  iudi- 
eUl  legiilation  it  m-idiou*  atapetiam,  Mvioc  th*  wav  for  iinc«riall»m  : 
deuructiva  aaauredly  of  oar  lyf  M  aturataaaM  oaaeribM  by  Pi«a 
Mm*  I  Jnf^n  as  iIm  "dMMMMMHt  of  na  aaoala.bv  tha  naaBl^av 
AAMMCa.* 
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Them  judicial  legislation  on  this  rent  question 
makes  Um  who  does  not  own  the  land,  landlord, 
and  him  who  does  own  1^  teumt,  and  gives  the 
former  the  latter's  land,  with  all  die  buildings  and 
other  improvements,  without  compensation. 

The  question  admits  of  no  dispute,  and  is  of 
ready  solntkm :  it  Is  determined  hj  inalienable 
law,  and  all  the  courts  in  the  dvOiswl  worid  can- 
not  controvert  or  change  it 

Suppose  a  man,  owning  one  of  these  manor  fitrms, 
dies  without  will,  and  without  heirs,  lineal  or  col- 
lateral, to  inherit,  to  whom  does  the  farm  escheat 
or  revert,  to  the  manor  lord,  or  in  this  case  to  the 
specvlalor  who  has  poidiased  his  interest  or  to 
the  people  of  the  State  in  their  sovereign  capacity  ? 
Kveiy  tyro  in  the  law  knows  that  it  goes  to  the  peo- 
ple. Why?  Because  the  revenion  or  escheat  of 
all  lands  held  in  fee  is  in  the  State. 

This  point  mav  bi-  further  ilkistrateti  by  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  taxes  upon  these  ' '  anti-rent  '  lands 
are  assessed  and  paid;  which  Is  matter  of  interest  to 
distressed  taxpayers  generally,  and  to  opponents  of 
non-taxable  Government  bonds.  The  speculators 
have  never  been  assessed  for  or  paid  any  taxes  on 
these  tandswUchdieydaim  to  own  as  landlords  over 
a  peasant  tenanlrj-.  If  it  he  said  that  the  manor 
proprietors,  or  the  speculators  who  have  purcliased 
from  them,  are  not  bound  to  pay  the  taxes  because 
of  the  original  indentures  by  which  the  farms  were 
acquired,  that  does  not  obviate  the  difficulty  of 
the  anessment  of  die  taxes.  If  the  specnlatora 
were  the  owners  of  the  lands,  the  assessment  would 
be  levied  apainst  them  as  the  owners  ;  whereas,  it 
is  a  well-known  fact  that  such  taxes  have  alwaj's 
been  assessed  to  end  paid  by  the  ftrmen^  as  the 
owners  in  fee  of  the  lands,  and  not  as  tenants  either 
of  the  manor  proprietors  or  of  the  speculators. 
The  speculators  have  not  only  paid  no  tax  or 
assessment  of  any  kind  on  these  ' '  anti-rent  **  &nns, 
but  they  have  successfully  resisted  the  payment  of 
any  tax  on  the  vast  amounts  of  rents  which  they 
have  collected  from  die  ownen  of  these  land%  as 
the  tax  receivers  in  the  towns  will  testify.  Hence 
it  has  now  come  to  be  understood  that  the  specu- 
lators have  here,  under  the  aegis  of  the  courts, 
a  bonansa;  a  pn^ierty  snpoior  to  any  other 
in  the  country  ;  far  better  than  non-taxable 
United  States  bonds,  for  they  have  a  limit  of 
existence,  while  thta  rent  sanction  is  claimed  to 
be  indestnictibte;  assomlng  always  that  die  de- 


cisions of  the  courts  are  never  tobeieveised  on 

this  question. 

The  pet^e  of  the  Stat^  dierefor^  are  land- 
lords of  all  these  manor  lands,  as  well  as  of  all 
other  lands  held  in  fee,  and  no  individual  grantor, 
be  he  whom  be  may,  has  the  slightest  interest  or 
possiMU^  of  interest  in  any  land  after  he  has  made 
a  deed  of  conveyance  thereof 

Servitude  to  the  soil  in  perpetuity,  or  involun- 
tary servitude  (better  known  to  early  ages  as  fendai 
servitude,  the  lords  in  which  were  known  as  Jovds 
superior,  and  the  cultivators  of  the  land  as  vassals, 
feuds  ur  bondsmen),  was  imposed  upon  France  by 
despotic  raleis  In  the  ninth  centoiy.  Itwasbronght 
from  Normandy  and  planted  on  the  allodial  soil 
of  England  in  the  eleventh  century  by  William  the 
Conqueror.  It  was  extirpated  thence,  in  1390,  by 
the  statute  of  quia  emfUores. 

That  statute  was  the  law  of  the  colony  of  New 
York,  and  it  and  tantamount  statutes  have  always 
been  the  law  of  the  State.  Yet  the  degrading  sys- 
tem, attempted  to  be  fastened  upon  the  eastern 
counties  of  New  York  by  pseado-Patroons  and 
manor  lords,  has  been  actnally  fastened  upon  them 
by  judicial  legislation,  nnder  anomolons  Statutes 
of  laridlurd  and  tenant,  where  such  statutes  do  not 
and  cannot  be  made  to  apply,  even  by  legislative 
enactment;  ibr  our  -Lqi;islatare  is  not  omnipotent 
like  the  British  Parli  ament,  but  is  controlled  in  its 
action  by  both  national  and  State  constitutions. 

Wheflier  the  system  is  to  be  perpetuated  for  the 
benefit  of  the  sjicculators  and  their  assigns,  or 
their  posterity^  by  judicial,  fiat,  remains  to  be 
seen. 

However  that  may  be,  candid  and  generous  men 

will  acknowledge  that  to  the  derided  "anti-renters" 
must  be  accorded  the  honor  of  arresting  the 
progress  over  the  continent  of  this  revival  of  me- 
diaeval despotism  ;  for  there  is  no  telling  to  what 
length  it  might  have  extended  over  land  in  vjst 
tracts,  comprising  millions  of  acres,  held  by  cor- 
poradons  and  wodthy  capitalists,  had  it  not  been 
for  the  determined  and  world-wide  known  resolute 
resistance  to  the  enslaving  system  by  anti-renten 
of  the  State  of  New  YorL 

Through  their  sturdy  resistance,  dieconsdtntional 
convention  of  i84'>  put  the  system  under  ban  (or 
all  future  time  throughout  this  commonwealth, 
whence  it  Is  not  likely  ever  (ohaTelnrther  leSQITCC- 
don. 
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THE  MANOR  AND  THE  VAN  RENSSELAERS. 


A 


HISTORY  ought  to  be  fiur  and  tmprelndiced; 

an<l  on  a  question  which  has  caused  so  much 
political  and  legal  strife  as  was  made  by  Uie  con- 
teat  between  tfie  opposing  daimanta  npon  the  ma- 
norial estates  in  Albany  County,  under  the  Van 
Rensselaer  leases  or  deeds,  both  sides  should  be 
pennitted  to  make  the  ampl^  statements^  With 
this  view,  I  had  earljand  fieqaent  convenationa 
with  Mr.  A.  J.  f'ulvin  and  Mr.  C.  Jenkins, 
lawyers  upon  opposite  sides  of  the  controversy 
wben  it  «aa  in  the  oonita;  both  eminent  for  learn- 
ing and  ability;  both  natives  of  the  county,  and 
now  among  the  few  still  living,  at  a  venerable  age, 
who  knew  the  whole  matter  from  their  personal 
and  local  idationa  to  it  I  inidted  botti  to  present, 
in  writing,  the  historical  and  legal  points  in  a  con- 
troversy that,  in  its  day,  in  this  locality,  was  hardly 
CKoelled  by  that  of  anti-daveiy  in  inlenaitjr  of  in- 
teicaL  Mr.  Colvin  only  has  responded  to  my  re- 
quest, giving,  from  hi'i  view-point,  the  only  consec- 
utive and  detailed  account  of  the  contest  in  its 
hiatorical  and  legal  aapect^  and  in  tta  progrcMive 
steps  and  present  status,  that  h;is  ever  been  given. 
The  preceding  article  commends  itself  by  its  clear 
statements  of  both  aidea  of  die  queation,  by  its 
fefdble  arguments,  and  its  evident  dcue  to  be  fitir 
to  all  parties  and  true  to  history. 

The  student  of  history  will  be  interested  in  the 
lacta  which  we  give  below,  gadieied  aa  reminiaoen- 
ces  from  some  of  the  oldest  living  lawycn^  and 
from  other  reliable  sources. 

Alexander  Hamilton,  brother-in-law  of  Gen. 
Stephen  Van  Renaaelacr,  the  "old  Fatroon,"  is 
said  to  have  been  his  early  legal  counsel  afler  he 
came  in  possession  of  the  manor,  in  1785.  After 
die  death  of  Hamilton,  in  1804.  if  not  before  that 
e%*cnt,  John  V.  Henry,  who  died  in  18J9,  and 
Abraham  Van  Vechten,  who  died  in  1837,  among 
the  most  eminent  lawyers  of  their  time,  were  em- 
plojred  aa  hia  covnad.  It  ia  aaid  be  paid  them 
each  a  salarj*  of  $  i .  000  per  annum.  The  following 
anecdote  has  been  given:  About  181 5,  Mr.  Van 
RcnsMiaer  nodfied  Mr.  Heniy  that  he  could  no 
longer  pay  his  salary.  "  Veiy  wdl,"  replied  Mr. 
H.,  "then  I  shall  be  at  liboty  to  accept  a  retainer 


from  jroor  tenanb^  and  I  will  then  show  you  tiukt 

they  are  no  longer  Jfonr  tenants,  but  the  owners  of 
the  hwids."  The  stipend  was  continued  to  the 
doae  of  Mr.  Hem/s  liie; 

TeunisVan  Vechten  succeeded  Abraham  Van 
Vechten  as  the  Patroon's  counsel.  Then  Teunis 
Van  Vechten  formed  a  coparlnership  with  Daniel 
Cadf,  the  diatingnished  lawyer,  and  titcy  became 
the  counsel  of  the  new  manor  proprietors  on  the 
Albany  side  of  the  river,  and  David  Buel,  of  Troy, 
on  the  eaat  aide  of  tlie  liver.  Jonathan  Jen- 
kins, of  ftrnflarnillr.  father  of  Charles  M.  Jen- 
kins, acted  as  counsel  for  the  "old  Patroon,"  and 
later  for  the  "young  Patroon,  '  in  the  countiy, 
iriiile  die  Van  Vechtena  were  acdng  aa  aoeh  in 
Albany. 

After  the  decision  in  1853,  in  the  quarter-sale 
suit,  it  was  David  Bad,  of  Troy,  one  of  tlie  moat 
able  real  estate  lawyers  in  the  State,  who  poblidy 
detl.ircd  th;it  that  decision  put  an  end  to  the  rent 
controversy,  and  he  would  never  after  that  defend 
fofdier  any  of  the  manor  caaes. 

The  lawyers  that  argued  the  quarter-sale  case 
for  the  so-called  tenants,  were  Henry  Hogeboofll, 
of  Hudson,  and  Azor  Taber,  of  Albany,  a  native 
of  Knox.  Josiah  Sutherland,  of  New  Yolk,  after- 
ward a  Supreme  Court  Judges  aigoed  the  case  for 
the  manor  proprietors.- 

Afterthededsionofthiacaae^  Andrew  J.  Cohnn, 
of  Albany,  and  Anson  Bingham,  of  Nassau,  Rens- 
selaer County,  were  employed  in  a  number  of  cases 
arising  out  of  these  daima  for  rents;  Mr.  Colvin 
taking  the  Albany  County  ca9es,and  Mr.  Bingham 
those  of  Rensselaer  Ct>unty.  They  took  the  posi- 
tion that,  if  the  quarter  sales  were  invalid,  so  were 
the  rents  in  boabda  of  wheat,  fot  ibwl%  dajra'  aer* 
vice,  and  such  like,  on  the  same  grounds,  viz. : 
that  the  manor  proprietors  had  sold  their  lands, 
not  leased  them.  This  led  to  acquaintance  be- 
tween tbeae  gentlemen,  and  6nally  to  a  copartner- 
ship,  with  ofTicc  in  Albany.  The  first  of  their  suits 
which  went  to  the  Court  of  Appeals  were  the  Ball 
and  Hayes  cases,  dedded  by  dutt  Conit  in  1859, 
Judge  Denio  wridng  the  opinion.  Associated  aa 
ooooad  with  Colvm  and  Bingham,  and  pc«aent  ia 
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Court  at  the  ai^iment,  were  William  M.  Kvarts,  of 
New  York,  and  Nicholas  Hill  and  John  H.  Rey- 
noltb,  of  Albray;  Mr.  Btngham  and  Mr.  Rejpooldt 
making  the  argument  for  the  farmer.-?,  and  Mr. 
Charles  M.  Jenkins,  of  Albany,  of  the  iirm  of 
JenkhiB  ft  Cooper,  for  tbe  Tent  didiMiitfc 

Some  years  afterward,  Mr.  Peter  Cagger  became 
the  lawyer  for  the  rent  claimants;  then  Samuel 
Hand,  with  Mr.  Cagger;  then  Hand  k  Hale  and 
Schwarti;  then  Mr.  Rnfbs  W.  Pieckham;  tfien 
Beckham  A-  Rosendale;  and  finally  Rosendale  and 
Hesftbeiig,  who  now  act  as  attorneys  for  Walter  ix 
Cborch. 

THE  LEGAL  POINTSl 

The  historical  sketch  of  anti-rentism  by  Mr. 
Colvin,  aod  the  novel  legal  qneetiooe  growing  out 
of  it,  have  induced  me,  at  the  suggestion  of  some 
legal  friends,  to  look  over  the  brie&  or  points  of 
tbe  conned  on  the  argument  of  the  Ball  and  Hayes 
CMea  end  the  decision  of  the  Court  of  Appeals  in 
dioae  CMei^  made  in  1859.  On  examining  these 
pointB  on  both  sides,  I  found  them  elaborated  by 
extensive  aignments  and  citation  of  authorities 
Deprived  of  the  prolixity  of  legal  technical}^,  the 
pith  of  the  points  appears  to  be  as  follows  : 

Mr.  Jenkins,  who  made  the  argument  for  the 
manor  proprietow,  or  those  who  purchased  their 
interest,  presented,  in  substance,  the  following 
propositions :  i.  That,  while  by  tbe  Van  Kens- 
•elaer  indentniet,  die  grantees  or  pnrdnsen  took 
an  estate  in  fee  or  of  inheritance  in  the  land  con- 
veyed, yet  taken  and  held  under  agreement  e.x|)ressed 
in  tbe  conveyances,  to  yield  and  pay  rent,  the  fee 
was  conditiraal  and  dcAaiible  and  not  absolute. 
2.  That  reversion,  or  tiw  relation  of  landlord  and 
tenant,  was  not  neceasuj  to  sustain  the  actions,  be- 
cause of  tike  contnct  which  the  gmatees  or  pur- 
dMSets  agreed,  for  themselves  and  tllflir  M^gni,  to 
pay  the  rents,  whereby  such  rents  became  annexed  to 
the  land  and  passed  with  it  as  part  of  the  tenure  by 
which  itwas  held.  3.  Bot  these  positioM  were 
untenable,  then  Mr.  Jenkins  submitted  that  the 
relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  existed  between  the 
manor  proprietors  and  their  grantees,  and  between 
die  assigns  of  each,  because  the  King,  as  lord  par- 
amount,  had  here  erected  and  granted  to  the  orig- 
inal proprietor  or  patentee  under  the  British  Crown, 
a  lordship  and  manor  to  all  intents  and  porposes; 
ami  thereby  licensed  the  Patroon  to  be  chief  lord  of 
tbe  fee  or  manor,  with  power  to  make  tenants  in 
6e  or  perpetuity,  holding  of  him;  and,  therefore, 
die  statute  of  fmii  mpiores  never  qtplied  to  tfais^ 
the  manor  of  Renaselaerwyck. 


TTie  answer  of  the  opposing  counsel  in  Bub> 
stance  was,  that  the  manor  uf  Kensselaerwydt  was 
not  and  never  had  been  a  lovdship  in  fee,  and  was 
not  excepted  from  the  operatidii  of  the  statute  of 
fKM  empiores;  that  Mr.  Van  Rensselaer  was  simply 
an  indtvidaat  and  not  a  chief  lord,  and  wa%  d)ae> 
fore,  like  otlier  individuals,  subject  to  the  opera- 
tions of  the  statute.  That  statute  made  it  impos- 
sible for  him  on  the  sale  ol  bis  lands,  to  make,  or 
attach  to  the  conveyances  by  agreement,  condi- 
tions for  the  payment  of  rents  of  any  description, 
and  forfeiture  of  tbe  lands  for  non-pajrmcnt.  It 
was  out  of  his  power  on  absolute  ssle  to  make  a 
cooditioaal  or  defeadble  estate  or  fee  for  notHpajr* 
ment  of  rent,  whatever  the  language  of  the  convey- 
ances. There  was  no  escaping  ur  avoiding  the 
fbroe  of  die  statute  bjr  any  contract  contrived  or 
entered  into  by  the  parties  to  overthrow  its  effect. 
Its  essence  was  explicit  and  might  be  put  in  the 
following  language :  "  Individuals  may  ksae  dieir 
lands  for  life  or  lives,  or  for  years,  and  attadl 
thereto  covenants  and  conditions  for  payment  of 
rent,  but  they  shall  not  do  it  if  they  sell  their 
hnda"  Covenants  and  conditions  are  allowable 
between  landlord  and  tenant,  but  impossible  be- 
tween seller  and  purchaser  of  lands.  So  much,  and 
just  so  much,  was  resolved  and  accomplished  by  the 
statute  of^KM  empiores,  in  uprooting  the  feudal  sys- 
tem ;  and  Mr.  \'an  Rensselaer  having  sold,  and 
not  leased,  his  lands,  was  prohibited  from  burden- 
ing them  with  oondidons  for  rent  paymenta 

In  deciding  these  cases,  the  Court  of  Appeals,  as 
expressed  in  the  opinion  of  Judge  Denio,  held 
that  this  statute — ^the  sutute  of  ftaa  mphres — was 
always  the  law  of  tbe  colony  and  that  it  had  always 
been  the  law  of  the  State;  and  as  Mr.  Van  Rensse- 
laer had  sold  his  land%  and  not  leased  tbent,  he 
brought  himself  widihi  the  priadplei  of  its  pro- 
visions. His  grantees  became  owners  of  tbe  lands, 
and  not  tenants,  and  the  relation  of  landlord  and 
tenant  never  subsisted  between  lum  and  them;  and, 
theiefore,  it  was  impossible  to  put  on  the  hmd% 
when  solil.  conditions  for  the  payment  of  rents. 
Any  mind  can  see  that  such  is  the  inevitable  corol- 
lary from  this  decision. 

It  would  seem  to  the  common-sense  mmd  that 
this  announcement  put  an  end  judicially,  not  only 
to  the  Ball  and  Hayes  cases,  but  to  the  anti-rent 
oontroveisy  u  welL  Not  so^  however.  Jodge 
Dcnio  announced  the  judgment  of  the  Court 
against  Ball  and  Hayes  upon  tbe  condition  con- 
uined  in  die  conveyances,  as  Ihongh  it  had  been 
made  between  parties  occupying  the  relation  of 
landlord  and  tenant;  and  as  though  Ball  and  Hayes 
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vm  Miants  and  the  niMKir  proprietors  and  the 
purchasers  of  their  interest  were  landlords;  for  he 
applied  to  the  cases  the  remedies  for  the  recovery 
of  lent  provided  by  the  Revised  Statutes  by  a  land- 
lord against  his  tenant,  on  a  term  for  years. 

The  state  of  the  controversy  now  seems  to  be 
this :  No  landlord  and  tenant  in  law,  but  landlord 
ud  teoMit  to  collect  i«it& 

THE  PATROON& 

I. — KiLLiAN,  son  of  Hendrick  and  Maria  (Pa- 
inats)  Van  Renaaelaer,  pearl  and  diamond  mer- 
chaat  of  Anatefdam,  HoIlaiMi,  vaa  a  man  of 
character  and  substance,  of  mcint  ftinily.  de- 
scended in  the  thirteenth  eeneration  from  Henry 
Woiters  Van  Rens^iclacr.  iiu  wa^  a  director  in 
tfie  Dotdi  West  India  ComiMuiy,  of  the  Aastardam 
ni.mibcr,  estahli*ihed  in  1621,  and  was  one  of  the 
foremost  in  availing  himself  of  the  advantages  of 
the  *'Cliaiter  of  Privileges  and  Exemptions,* 
passed  bjr  liw State*  General  in  1629,  for  the  en- 
couragement of  Patroons  to  setllc  e  ilonies  in  the 
New  Netherlands.  It  does  not  appear  tliat  he 
ever  saw  the  ridi  and  extended  tenitoty,  twent}-- 
fenr  miles  up  and  down  the  Hudson  and  twenty- 
four  miles  on  either  side  of  that  noble  river,  which 
came  into  his  possession.  Ba^  by  the  dd  of  his 
co-directors  and  his  agent,  Wouter  Van  Twiller, 
and  others,  he  gained  lawful  possession  by  extin- 
guishing the  Indian  tides,  securing  patents  and  ful- 
fflling,  as  nearly  as  coold  then  be  done^  the  condi- 
tions as  to  colonial  settlements  on  his  vast  acres, 
within  the  limited  time.  His  patents  gave  him 
feudal  honors  and  powers.  He  fireely  assisted  his 
immignnt  fmnen  with  stock,  tools,  clothing,  pro- 
visions and  even  money,  until  they  got  a  &ir  start. 
He  leased  his  lands  on  certain  stipulated  condi- 
tiooai,  which  do  not  seem  veiy  hard,  and  wc 
have  no  evidence  that  he  was,  in  any  way,  disposed 
to  be  oppressive.  His  policy  was  not  to  sell  his 
lands,  but  to  allow  them  to  pass,  according  to  the 
laws  of  primogenitnie  of  that  day,  to  die  ddest 
son  or  heir,  with  all  their  privileges  and  exemptions 
and  increased  values.  At  first  be  reserved  all 
fights  In  trade,  faiclnding  the  tnde  in  fan  widi  the 
Indians;  but  these  were  so  modified  about  1638,  as 
to  l)<?come  open  and  free  to  all  '^etl!ers,  Many 
of  ihcm  neglected  farming  and  engaged  in  the 
move  pro&able  for  trade.  The  Fatroon  also  re- 
ser\'ed  all  mines,  which  were  ne\er  of  \a'iif  in  this 
county;  and  all  mill  privileges,  which  he  improved 
by  erectinf  grain  and  hmbcMnills,  of  great  utility 
to       If  and  die  settlers. 


Ktllian  married,  list,  Hillegonda  Van  Bylet,  by 
whom  he  had  one  son,  John  or  Johannes.  For 
his  second  wife,  he  married  Anna  Van  Wely,  by 
whom  he  bad  eight  children,  vis. ;  r,  Maria;  a, 
Jeremias,  who  married  Maria  Van  Cortlandt;  3, 
Hillegonda;  4,  Jan  or  John  Baptiste,  who  married 
Susan  Van  Wely;  5,  Eleanora;  6,  Susan,  who 
married  Jan  de  la  Court;  7,  Nicolaua  or  Nicholas, 
who  married  Alida  Schuyler;  8,  Ryckert  or  Rich- 
ard, who  married  Anna  Van  Beaumont  KilUan 
died  in  1646,  withont  sight  of  the  promised  badt 
and  was  sticoeeded  by 

II. — John  or  Johannes,  his  eldest  son,  then  a 
minor.  We  find  some  mention  of  him  in  certain 
ofikial  or  business  papers,  but  learn  of  nothing 
done  by  him,  except  that  he  married  his  cousin, 
Elizabeth  Van  Twiller,  and  had  a  son  named  Kil- 
lian,  who  died  early  and  without  i&suc.  He  never 
came  to  Renasdanrwydc  The  plucky  Brant  Van 
Schlechlenhorst  had  charge  of  his  interests  in  the 
manor  about  six  years,  until  165J,  when  he  waa 
succeeded  by  Pairoon  John's  brother,  Jan  Bap- 
tiste^ asdbector. 

In  1658,  Jeremias  succeeded  his  brother,  Jan 
Baptiste,  as  director,  and  finally  became  proprietor. 
He  held  bis  position  sixteen  years,  until  his  death, 
October  is,  1674.  He  is  reported  to  have  been  a 
man  of  learning  for  his  times,  and  tnuch  wisdom. 
He  dischaiged  his  trust  with  great  acceptance  to 
all  who  were  immedialdy  interested.  Tlie  contest 
for  rights  claimed  by  Governor  Stoyvesant,  the  di- 
rector of  the  West  India  Company,  is  discussed  in 
the  chapter  entitled  Rensselaerwyck  and  fieverwyck, 
pp.  49-67. 

When,  in  almost  the  last  extremity,  under  the 
Stuyvesant  dynasty,  a  General  Assembly  of  dele- 
gates from  all  the  towns  and  colonies  was  called, 
to  meet  at  New  Amaurdam,  in  die  Oty  Hall,  Apitt 

10,  1664,  Rensselaerwyck  was  repre'^enfed  by  Jere- 
mias Van  Rensselaer  and  Dirck  Van  Scbelluyne,  and 
Fort  Orange  by  Jan  Vertieedt  and  Gerrit  Sd^edi- 
tenhorst.  Van  Rensselaer  was  made  president  of  this 
convention  of  twenty-two  members.  It  ad  ion  rued 
without  giving  any  support  to  Stu)'v-e$ant  and  the 
West  India  Company. 

When  Fort  Orange  surrendsmd  to  the 
Knglish,  on  demand,  September  34,  1664,  and 
was  named  Fort  Albany,  Jeremias  Van  Rensselaer 
peaceably  took  the  oath  of  allq{iince  to  Cimries  II 
and  lanir-;,  Duke  of  York  and  Albany.  No  change 
was  then  made  by  the  English  proprietor  James,  as 
to  the  rights  and  privileges  of  theloid  of  tlie  manor 
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JereiniK%  two  yews  before  thii,  July  is,  i66a, 
bad  manied  Maria  Van  Cortlandt,  who  survived 
bim  fifteen  years.  She  died  January  29,  1689.  They 
biid  two  aODS:  Killian,  bom  August  34,  1663,  and 
Hendridc,  bom  October  23,  1667.  Tbis  fianUy 
had  its  home  in  (Irecnbush.  When  Jeremias  died,  ] 
October  13,  1674,  bis  eldest  son  was  in  his  twelfth 
year,  and  as  eldeat  snrriving  male  descendant  in  the 
lineoTFatrooaSOfbis  generation,  was  the  heir  ap- 
parent to  the  manor.  Jan  Baptiste,  who  returned 
to  Holland  and  died  in  167b,  had  released  all  bis 
lights  in  tbe  manor  to  tUs  Killian.  The  bein  of 
tbeorijginal  co-directors  of  the  first  Patrocm  Killian. 
had  add  their  claims.  Nicholas,  the  clergyman, 
who  came  over  from  Amsterdam  m  1675,  and 
Richinl,  wlio  came  soon  after,  aOCCeeded  their 
brothers,  jan  Bapiistc  and  Jercmia«,  a<!  directors  of 
the  manor  during  the  minority  of  ttieir  nephew, 
the  heir  to  Remselaerwyck.  Madam  Van  Renase* 
laer  acted  ;is  treasurer  of  this  culonie.  and  her 
brother,  Stephen  Van  Cortlandt,  had  charge  of  the 
bookSi 

nL— Killian,  son  of  Jeremias,  bom  August 
24,  1663,  was  the  first  Patroon  who  resided  in  the 
manor.  His  house  was  probably  situated  near  i 
where  the  Fatrooos-  have  ever  since  resided  He 
came  to  bis  trust  in  1684,  and  held  it  during  those  ; 
tronblona  times,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  with  much 
dtscietion  and  approbation.  The  patent  was  con- 
firmed to  htm  by  the  Duiie  of  Yoric,  October  17, 
1685,  and  reconfirmed  by  Queen  Anne,  May  20, 
1704.  Before  this  time,  Jeremias  had  represented 
to  the  English  goverament  HtM  tbe  manor  indndcd 
Fort  Orange  and  vicinity,  territory  which  StU3rve- 
sant  had  claimed  as  belonging  to  the  Dutch  West 
India  Company,  and  had  forcibly  seized,  set-off, 
and  hdd  by  miUlary  possession.  Itwasbisreqaest 
that  the  government  look  into  the  matter  and 
restore  to  Uic  Patroon  his  territorial  rights.  The 
decision  of  tbe  English  crown  "  npon  a  peruiel  of 
the  Ranslaer's  papers,"  was  in  favor  of  the  claim 
of  the  Patroon,  "that  it  did  belong  10  them. "  The 
injustice  and  arrogance  of  Stuyvesant  was  discov- 
ered. Says  Got.  Dongan,  "The  town  of  Albany 
lyes  within  the  Ranslaer's  colony."  "They 
settled  the  place.  "  Orders  were  issued  to  put  tbe 
Patroon  in  possession  of  Allianj,  and  ccmd^kmsof 
rent  were  fixed  *'d»t  every  house  should  pay, 
some  two  beavers — some  more,  some  less,  accord- 
ing to  their  dimensions — ^per  annum,  for  twenty 
yens,  and  afterwards  the  Ranssslean  to  pat  what 
rent  upon  them  they  oul  l  av^ree  fur."  Tlic^e 
orders  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  Guv.  Andros, 
but  not  pat  in  eiecation.   When  tlie  honest  Don- 


gan l>ecame  governor  of  tlie  provinoe  the  orden 

were  brought  to  him.  He  frankly  declined  putting 
them  in  execution  for  this  very  sensible  reason: 
' '  I  thought  it  not  convenient  to  execute,  judging  it 
not  for  his  majes^s  mlerest  that  tlie  second  town 
in  the  government,  and  which  I  riiips;  his  majesty 
so  great  a  revenue,  should  be  in  the  hands  of  any 
particnhur  men."  But;  widiing  Jostice  and  pence^ 
he  adds:  meanes  of  Mr.  James  Orshun, 
Judge  Palmer  and  Mr.  Cortlandt,  that  have  great 
influence  on  thai  people,  I  got  tlic  Kanslaers  to 
release  their  pretense  to  the  town  and  sixteen 
miles  into  the  country  for  <  ommons  to  the  King, 
with  tbe  liberty  to  cut  firewood  within  the  colony 
for  one  and  twenty  years.  After  I  had  obtaned 
this  release  of  the  Ranslaers  I  passed  the  patent 
for  Albany."  .\lbany  received  its  charter  July  22, 
1686,  and  thus  early  was  it  done  because  of  tbe 
magnanimoQS  generosity  of  the  Van  Renssdaen 
and  the  sagacity  of  Gov.  Thomas  DoQgan. 

Killian  H,  probably,  came  in  possesiian  as  sole 
proprietor  and  lord  ejf  die  manor  on  attaining  his 
majority  in  1684.    He  conveyed  to  his  brother 
Hendrick,   June   i,    1704,  a  few  days  after  his 
patent  was  fully  cunlirmcd  by  Queen  Anne,  all  of 
Ctaveradc  or  the  lower  manor,  and  1,500  acres  of 
the  upper  manor,  including  an  island  in  the  Hud- 
son, and  Greenbush  running  bick  one  mile  He 
seems  to  have  been  a  man  of  public  trust  and  in- 
llaence.    In  1693  he  was  Captain  of  a  troop  of 
horse  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.   During  the  time  of 
Leisier  he  was  strenuously  opposed  to  his  govern- 
ment, and  went  as  ddegate  toConnecticnt  to  secure 
military  aid  in  the  troubles  that  threatened  .Mbany. 
From  1691  to  1703  he  represented  Rensselaerwyck 
in  the  Provincial  Assembly,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Council  from  1704  to  1719.   The  important 
office  of  Indian  Commissioner  was  held  hf  him 
from  1706  to  173a 

His  will,  made  in  1718,  was  proved  May  10, 
1720,  probably  soon  after  the  date  of  his  decease, 
at  the  age  of  57.  He  married  Maria  Van  Cortlandt, 
October  15.  1701,  by  whom  he  had  nine  children, 
six  of  whooi  sarvived  him.  From  him  and  his 
brother  Hendrick,  of  rirccnlnish,  who  married 
Catharine  Van  Brugh,  came  all  the  blood  of  the 
Van  Renssdaen  in  this  coantiy. 

IV. — Stephen  I,  son  of  Killian  and  Maria  (Van 
Cortlandt)  Van  Rensselaer,  was  born  March  23, 
1 707.  He  became  Patroon  in  1 728,  eight  years  after 
the  death  of  his  lather,  and  married  Elisabeth 
Groesbcck,  July  5,  1729.  They  had  six  children,  be- 
sides others  that  died  in  early  infancy.  Among  these 
were  Elisabeth,  bom  July  13,  1734,  who  became, 
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•753,  tfie  wire  of  that  eminent  man,  Gen.  Abra- 
ham Ten  Brocck,  and  Stephen,  who  lucceeded  his 
lather.  Of  Stephen  I  we  find  DO  record  of  jniblic 
office,  doept  tbatof  InditnCoanniMioncr  in  1745. 
He  was  sroinini;!y  a  modest,  quiet  man,  iaithluUy 
devoted  to  the  interests  of  bis  princely  territory. 
Hems  buried  at  die  1101%  J11I7 1, 1747,  et  the  age 
of  4a  Hia  wift^  Eliaabcth,  ma  buried  December 
31,  I75fi. 

V. — Stephck  II,  son  of  Stephen  and  Elizabeth, 
msborn  June  2,  1742,  and  came  to  his  manorial 
trust  in  1763.  His  health  was  feeble  and  his  life 
was  short  He  died  oi  pulmonary  disease  in  1 769, 
at  die  age  of  S7.  Jaanaiy  t),  17^,  he  married 
Catharine,  daughter  of  Philip  LivingMon,  the 
Albany  sig^ner  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 
One  daughter  and  two  iUostrioos  sons  were  the 
ftoit  of  dkia  marriage :  Stephen,  the  sixth  FUroon. 
and  Philip  Schuyler,  born  April  15,  1756.  Philip 
Sb  held  many  important  trostSt  among  which  was 
diet  of  Major  of  Albany  fat  nfaieleen  jrean^  fiom 
1799  to  t8i6,  and  1819  to  i8ai.  In  1765,  that 
grand  old  structure,  the  present  manor-house,  so 
long  the  abode  of  plenty,  refinement,  intelligence 
and  hospitality,  was  erected  by  Stephen  IL  It 
look  the  place  of  a  buildinp  situated  near  by,  which 
had,  for  many  years,  been  the  family  home  of  the 
patroons,  and  was  so  ananged  as  to  serve  the  Pur- 
pose of  a  fortress  as  well  as  of  a  dwelling.  His 
widow,  Catharine,  married,  in  1775,  Rev.  Dr. 
Eilardas  Westerlo,  for  many  years  pastor  of  the 
Euat  Dutdh  ReibmBed  Chuidi.   He  died  in  179a 

Vr.— Sitnon  III,  son  of  Stephen  and  Catha- 
rine (Livinploii)  Van  Reosselser,  was  bora  No- 
Tcmber  1,  1764.  At  the  age  of  five  yeais  he  was 
an  orphan.  Gen.  Ten  Broeck,  his  ancle  by  mar- 
riage, was  his  guardian  during  his  minority.  Dur-  ' 
ing  some  of  his  early  years  he  was  under  the  saper- 
visioa  and  direction  of  his  talented  and  aeoon* 
plished  mother,  whose  influence  did  moch  to  give 
bent  to  his  life  in  those  clcincnts  of  religioas  laith 
and  regard  for  holy  things  which  always  mailted 
his  character.  His  school-days  were  spent  in  the 
school  of  John  Waters,  near  his  home  :  afterward 
in  Elizabcihtown,  N.  J.;  and  then  in  Kingston 
Academy,  where  he  made  preparation  Ibr  ooilege. 

One  year  he  spent  at  Princeton,  and  then  entered 
Harvard  College,  where  he  graduated  in  178a. 
In  i8>5,  Yale  conferred  upon  him  die  degree  of 
LL.  D.  Before  he  was  20,  he  married  Margaret, 
daughter  of  Gen.  Philip  Schuyler,  who  became  the 
mother  of  three  children,  and  died  March  7,  1801. 
In  May,  180s,  he  married  Comdia  BMttmon,  of 
New  Jensf,  wlw  died  August  6,  1844,  having 


given  him  nine  children,  four  onh  of  whom  sur- 
vived him.  His  death  occurred  January  36,  1839, 
at  the  age  of  75  years.  His  life  was  truly  full  of 
years  and  honors,  disdnguished  by  usefulnett, 
good  examples,  public  confidence,  and  the  affection 
of  all  that  best  knew  him.  From  his  earliest  man- 
hood he  was  a  devout  and  consistent  Christian,  in 
the  communion  of  the  church  of  his  fatherland  and 
of  his  fathers.  He  was  a  sublime  moralist;  a  pa- 
tron of  learning;  a  friend  of  the  poor;  a  kind 
ndghttor;  a  pablic-spirited  dtizen,  and  an  unflinch- 
ing patriot  He  was  bom  under  a  king;  by  in- 
heritance a  feudal  lord  of  vast  wealth;  a  pro- 
nounced advocate  of  the  Ibdenl  coostitutioin  that 
succeeded  the  war  of  revolution,  and  a  zealous  poli- 
tician of  the  Washington,  Adams,  Jay  and  Hamil- 
ton school;  which,  with  all  its  mistakes,  was  the 
purest  and  most  intdligent  party  tluU  ever  hsd  a 
name  in  our  political  history. 

His  policy  as  a  land-holder  was  to  dispose  of 
his  lai:ge  landed  estate  to  actual  tillen  of  the  soil. 
He  adopted  the  plan  i  f  ifTering  what  were  called 
leases  in  fee,  and  at  what  was  considered  moderate 
rent.  In  this  way  he  succeeded  in  bringing  most 
of  his  huid%  situated  in  Albany  and  Rensselaer 
Counties,  into  cultivation.  These  brooight  him  a 
good  income. 

"He  had  none  of  that  morbid  appetite  Ibr 
wealth  which  grows  ravenous  by  what  it  feeds  on." 
Nor  could  he  "bring  himself  to  feel  and  indulge 
that  passion  for  profit  and  gain  which  consiuned 
tboae  around  hiss.'*  Hcnce^  he  was  a  kind,  in- 
dulgent man  with  the  farmers,  whom  he  regarded 
as  his  tenants.  He  had  no  schemes  for  making 
larger  profin^  none  for  mere  qieculation.  He 
made  no  change  of  policy  for  such  purpose.  He 
was  always  givintr  to  the  poor;  always  forgiving 
their  dues  to  the  unfortunate;  always  helpful  in  pro- 
vidfaig  good  sdmols  and  promoting  reKgioos  in- 
struction among  the  manorial  farmers.  The  peo- 
ple ail  loved  him,  and  often  called  him  ' '  the  good 
Fatroon,"  or  "dhe  good  old  FUrooo,"  ss  he  came 
to  venemble  age. 

But  our  space  will  allow  us  to  name  the  honora- 
ble positions  of  trust  which  he  held,  and  scarcely 
more— poeidooa  held  to  adorn  by  his  character  and 
benefit  by  his  influence.  In  miliury  life,  for  which 
he  had  no  special  fondness,  he  was  made  a  Major 
in  17S6,  aColond  in  178S,  and  Major-General  of 
cavalry  in  180 1.  As  is  well  known,  he  reluctantly 
took  command  of  the  militia,  as  Major-General  in 
the  northern  deparUnent,  in  the  wax  of  iSia,  from 
motiveaof  patriotism  and  public  policy.  He  was 
appointad  by  Govei?ior  Tompkins  and  did  heroic 
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service  at  Queenstown  and  elsewhere.  In  polit- 
ical life,  he  was  Member  of  the  Assembly  in  1789, 
1808,  iSto  and  t8i8;  of  the  ScMta^  from  1791  to 
1795;  '^^  the  Constituiional  Convention  of  1801  and 
1821.  He  was  Lieutenant-Governor,  179610  1802; 
Member  of  the  Council  of  Appointment  in  1793;  and 
of  the  United  States  Hoose  of  Representatives  from 
1823101^29.  In  1 8c I,  lie  was  the  candidate  of  the 
Federalists  against  George  Clinton  for  Governor 
of  the  Slate,  and  in  1813,  against  D.  D.  Tompkins, 
with  a  very  strong  vote.  In  literature,  he  was 
trustee  and  benefactor  of  local  sch<x)ls  and  acade- 
mies; President  of  the  Albany  Institute  from  1834 
to  1839;  a  Fegent  of  the  Univenil^  from  1819; 
and  Chancellor  from  1835  until  his  death  in  1839. 
He  was  on  the  Erie  Canal  Commission  from  t8io, 
and  President  of  the  Canal  Board  fifteen  years.  He 
was  one  of  the  founders  of  the  New  York  State 
Agricultural  Society,  and  its  first  President.  In 
Masonry  be  became  Master  of  tlie  Grand  Lodge  of 
the  State.  In  the  earljr  banking  sad  TaHroedmove- 
nenls,  and  other  matters  of  public  improvement, 
be  was  among  the  foremost  The  Rensselaer  Poly- 
technic Institute,  Troy,  was  founded  by  him;  and 
he  WM  a  oomtant  patron  of  litentme  and  litemy 
men. 

When  he  died,  none  ever  had  a  sfanpier  funeral. 
It  was  his  own  reqaest   His  body  wasbOme  to 

the  tomb  of  his  fikthcrs  on  men's  shoulders.  The 
fiimily  mourners  and  the  citizens  that  knew  him 
and  luvcd  him  so  well,  followed  from  tlic  North 
Dutch  Orarch  to  his  hut  reMing  place  on  foot 
There  was  no  parade,  no  ostentation  of  any  kind. 
Albany  never  buried  a  man  who  was  loved  more 
sinceidy  or  mourned  more  sonowfally.  In  many 
ways  be  was  a  gieat  man;  in  all  ways  he  was,  what 
is  better,  a  good  man. 

His  estate,  under  the  United  Slates  Ccmstituiion 
and  the  laws  of  1787,  could  not  descend  to  the 
oldest  son.  The  last  Fatroon  died  with  him.  His 
landed  interests  were  divided  between  his  sons 
Stephen  and  Wniiam  Futeiwn,the  Albany  County 
lands  going  to  the  fbnner;  tiiose  of  Rensselaer 
County  to  the  latter. 

VIL — Stkphkn  IV,  only  son  of  Stephen  and 
Maigaret  ^dinyter)  Van  Rensselaer,  was  bom 
March  29,  1789.  He  had  possession  of  the  m.in- 
sion,  and  was  usually  called,  by  courtesy  or  cus- 
tom, "  the  young  Patroon."  He  married  Harriet 
E.  Bayard,  of  New  York,  and  had  eight  children, 
six  of  whom  survived  him.  His  death  occurred 
May  35,  1868,  in  his  eightieth  year.  He  never 
sought  oflldal  honon^  but  lived  a  qdet  and  noob- 
tmsive  life.   He  was  interested  in  maiqr  charitable 


objects,  and  a  liberal  giver.  In  the  church  of  his 
fathers,  of  which  be  was  a  prominent  member  and 
officer,  be  was  alwujt  valued.  He  was  called  Gen- 

eral,  a  title  whicft  betongsd  to  him  as  an  officer  of 
that  rank  in  the  State  militia.  The  anti-rent  con- 
troversy, described  by  Mr.  Colvin,  broke  out  and 
TBged  in  bte  tim& 

WiLUAM  Patterson,  oldest  son  of  Stephen  and 
Cornelia  (Patterson)  Van  Rensselaer,  was  born 
March  6,  1805,  and  occupied  for  a  time,  his  lands 
in  Rensselaer  County.  He  built  what  is  now 
called  Lorbes  Manor  for  his  residence ;  but  never 
occupied  iL  He  resided,  for  a  wliile,  in  the  build- 
ing in  Albany  now  converted  into  St  Fetet^s  Hot- 
pital,  and  after  his  financial  affairs  became  compli- 
cated, he  made  his  residence  in  and  near  New 
York  City,  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Thus  closes  our  brief  history  of  the  Patrooas— 
men  who  held  that  title  for  about  238  years,  and 
whose  relationship  to  the  landed  interests,  to  the 
business  interests,  and,  indeed,  to  every  interest  in 
this  county,  was  peculiar  and  lasting.  TUing  all 
in  all,  they  and  tlieir  descendants  generally  deserve 
to  be  spoken  of  with  respectful  consideration,  some 
of  them  with  disHogiddied  gtadtude  and  praise. 

THE  HENDRICK  VAN  RENSSELAER 
BRANCH. 

Many  of  the  descendants  of  Hendrick,  the  sec- 
ond son  of  Jeremias,  and  brother  of  Patroon 
Killian,  deserve  place  in  our  history,  as  persons 
who  have  led  lives  of  emuient  usefhlnea  and 
honor.  We  only  wish  we  had  space  to  render 
them  the  honor  they  deserve.  Among  them 
we  may  name,  as  especially  eminent.  Colonel  Kill- 
ian, son  of  Hendrick,  who  was  once  Chairman  of 
the  Committee  of  Safety.  He  had  four  distin- 
guished sons.  General  Henry  K.,  a  brave  rcvolu- 
tkMtaiy  officer,  who  was  crippled  for  life  by  wounds 
recei%'ed  in  battle  at  Fort  Ann,  July  8,  1777;  Col. 
Philip,  vrho  was  for  many  years  Commissary  of 
Miliury  Stores  in  the  northern  department,  and 
who  built  the  Cherry  Hill  Mansion,  and  died  there 
in  1798;  Colonel  Nicholas,  who  was  one  of  Gen- 
eral Montgomery's  aids  at  the  storming  of  Quebec, 
December  31,  1775,  and  was  afterwards  aid  to 
Gener.1l  Schuyler,  and  fought  at  Ticonderoga, 
Fort  Miller,  Fort  Ann  and  fiemis  Heights.  He  it 
was  who  boire  the  news  of  Bnrgoyne's  defeat  to  Al- 
bany, October  17,  1777.  Another  son,  Killian 
K.,  was  an  eminent  lawyer  in  Albany,  and  repre- 
sented the  County  in  United  States  Congress,  ten 
yeaii,  from .1801-18 II.  Genenl  SokNnon,  son  of 
General  H«ni7  K.,  was  one  of  the  bravest  of  patri- 
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otic  men,  and  an  eminent  civilian.  He  fought  the 
Indians  at  Maumee  with  Wayne  and  Harrison  in 
dkeNortbvest,  andwasaboBtUiebatUeafQiiMa*-  ' 
town  as  aid  to  General  Stephen.  In  botti  battlei  he 
ms  icriously  wounded.  He  was  for  si.xteen  ycare 
Ad^iitant-General  of  the  State ;  four  jrears  in  the 
Uidted  States  CoogreH,  and  maiqr  Teaia  Poatnm- 
tCr  of  Albanj.  His  brother,  Kilhan  H.,  was  a 
Uentenant  in  the  United  States  Na\7.  Jeremiah, 
Hendrick  and  John  B.,  represented  Rensselaer- 
wyck  in  die  coloDial  assembUes,  filling  up  tlw 
thirQ^five  years  between  172^)  and  1761.  Another 
Jeremiah,  son  of  John,  was  Lieutenant-Governor 
■of  the  State  from  i8ot  to  i8ia  John  SL  was  a 
brave  soldier  in  the  war  of  181 3.  Robert  was  a 
delegate  to  the  Provincial  Congress  in  1775-77. 
Colonel  James  was  one  of  Montgomery's  aids  at 
Qoebec;  and  manjr  oAen  of  Aia  branch  filled  up 
the  measure  of  good  citizenship. 

FfeKALSs  OF  THS  Family.— Three  distinguished 
patrioti  of  the  terolntioD  maitied  Van  Renmelaer 
daughters  :  General  Philip  Schuyler  married  Cat- 
rina,  daui^hter  of  John  ;  General  Abraliani  Ten 
Broeck,  Hizabcth,  daughter  of  Stephen,  the  fourth 
Fanoon;  and  General  Leonard  Ganaevooit  Maria, 
daughter  of  Colr.nel  Killian.  Mrs.  Catharine  Viss- 
cber,  youngest  daughter  of  General  Solomon,  and 
iridow  of  R«T.  Samnd  W.  Bonney,  author  of 


"legacy  of  Historical  Gleanings,"  and  now  Prcsi- 
deat  of  Claremont  Collie,  CaUwba  County,  N.  C, 
deanvea  ipedal  mention  here,  as  a  lady  of  enlled 
worth  and  tine  accomplishments.  The  female 
members  of  the  Van  Rensselaer  family  with  very 
few  exceptions,  make  a  long  list  of  excellent  daugh- 
ten,  wives  and  mothers,  oraamenls  to  their  name 
and  iheir  sex. 

Reprsskntation. — Rcnsselaerwyck  had  a  repre- 
sentation in  the  colonial  assemblies,  separate  from 
Albany,  from  April  9,  1(91  to  AprO  3,  1775,  a 
jK-riod  of  eighty-four  years.  Tlie  representatives 
were:  1691  to  1704,  Killian  Van  Kensseteer;  1701-3 
and  I7i5-s6,  Andries  Coeymans;  1703-^,  An- 
dries  Douw;  1705-14,  Hendrick  Van  Rensselaer; 
1726-43,  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer;  1743-61,  John 
R  Van  Rensselaer;  1761-75,  Abraham TenBroeck. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  that  all  Ae  members  of 
tliis  wealthy  and  aristocratic  family  were  always 
found  on  the  side  of  popular  liber^.  As  citizens, 
they  voted  on  that  side;  as  civil  oOlcen,  they  oon- 
tended  for  it  evett  irhan  in  %  minority  and  against 
the  English  crown;  as  soldiers,  they  bravely  fought 
for  it  and  generously  spent  of  their  wealth  for  iL 
And  yet  di^  most  have  known  that  a  simpia  lep- 

rescntative  free  government  would,  as  it  did,  at 
once  abridge  and  finally  destroy  their  feudal  de- 
scended rights  and  powecs. 


LAND  PATENTS,  SETTLEMENTS,  LEASES,  TITLES 

AND  BOUNDARIES. 


THE  claims  of  the  native  proprietors  to  the  soil 
were  admitted  by  tlie  Holland  cumpauies  and 
the  Fatroon,  and  pordiases  of  lands  were  made  from 
the  Indian  owners  "  for  certain  quantities  of  duf- 
IU%  axe^  knives  and  wampum."  In  this  manner 
pntirhssM  vera  made  by  dm  Van  Renasehier 
Fatroons  and  others,  who  made  origbal  purchases 
of  Indian  tracts  of  lands.  The  general  policy  of 
these  PatrQons  was  to  lease  lands  and  transmit 
them  to  their  hdn^  not  to  sdl  diem.  This  has 
been  briefly  spoken  of  in  other  [xarts  of  our  volume. 

Much  could  be  said  under  our  heading,  but  we 
propose  to  say  but  little — just  enough  to  give  a  few 
Acts  and  suggestions  on  a  subject  of  great  interest 
and  extensive  relations. 

In  1678,  Governor  Andros  thus  writes  of  land 
grabbing:  '*  New  York  is  in  40"  35',  Albany  abt 
The  Cdon/  is  sevetsl  long  narrow  stripes  of 


wh.  a  great  part  of  the  settlemt.  made  by  adventu- 
rers before  any  Regulacou  by  wh.  Incroachmts. 
without  patterns,  wh.  towns  have  lately  taken  bat  by 
reason  of  continuall  warrs  ii'.e  Survey  made  & 
wildernesse,  no  computacon  can  be  made  of  the 
planted  and  implanted."  True  (0  his  King,  this 
Governor  endeavored  to  place  a  check  upon  sndi 
proceedings.    Hut  with  poor  success. 

The  extravagant  land  grants  made  in  this  State, 
to  private  persons,  by  some  of  the  English  Govern- 
ors were  in  such  vast  parcels  that  the  government 
thereby  lost  much  revenue,  which  caused  mudi 
uneasiness  and  discontent  Individuals  came  into 
collision  on  aoooont  of  the  intiegiriar  manner  in 
which  the  grants  usually  were  located — without 
surveys  or  boundaries.  The  most  reckless  gover- 
nors in  these  transactions  wen  Gownon  Fletcher 
and  Comhii^.  lands  by  50^000^  100^000,  a^d 
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even  a  million  of  aCRt  were  placed  in  the  hands  of 
uoacropulous  specnlatOfB.  Conflicting  claims  nwde 
gittt  troable ;  honest  seiden  were  defianded ;  and 
the  settlement  of  gootl  lands  by  worthy  ciuzctis 
greatly  hindered.  The  King  interfered ;  called 
home  some  governors  in  disgrace,  and  vacated 
•ome  of  die  gnnti.  No  Stale  ni  the  Union  haa 
suffered  so  much  by  the  extravagant  and  unguarded 
distribution  of  its  domain  as  the  Sute  of  New  York. 
The  hurtful  consequences  have  always  been  felt  as 
prejudicial  to  the  public  interests. 

The  rerognized  claim  of  the  Patroons,  dating  so 
bx  back,  and  being  so  well  established  by  the  ex-  1 
ttnguishment  of  Ae  Indian  daima  and  the  actual  ) 
occupation  of  the  land,  prevented  anjr  trouble  from 
such  grants  in  Kcnsselaerwyck. 

While  the  title  of  the  lands  in  this  county  could 
not  be  diapuled,  having  been  dnljr  pnrdiaaed  of  the 
aboriginal  owners  by  the  Van  Ren'^selaers  and  con-  ' 
finned  by  the  States  General  of  Holland,  the  man- 
ner of  dividing  off  the  fiuna  waa  not  wdl  conaideiied. 
Land  waa  plen^  and  die  value  small.  FUents  and 
fiums  were  located  by  spotted  trees,  stones,  streams, 
and  Qtlier  points  subject  to  decay,  removal  or  other 
cbang&  Chie  badljrdtfned  lot  was  bounded  as  iyiimf 
next  to  another  just  as  badly  defined.  I.nts  over- 
lapped each  other,  and  gores  or  other  shapes  were 
left  between  lots  without  a  Iqpd  occupant  lands 
were  stepped  off,  or  measured  with  a  pole,  a  rope, 
or  the  "leading  line"  of  a  harness.  Courses  were 
run  by  unskilled  surveyors,  running  northerly 
or  north-by-rrest  from  any  evanescent  or  un- 
certain point  that  first  came  to  notice  in  the  line. 
In  aiter  time  came  the  ditliculty  of  finding 
the  old  points  and  retracing  the  old  lines.  This 
haa  ooat  Ipbor,  espanse  and  perplexity.  Many 
rjuestions  j)ertaining  to  the  farm  lands  in  this 
county  are  yet  unsettled,  the  brmers  wisely  con- 
cluding diat  it  would  cost  more  than  it  would 
come  to  to  hire  a  surveyor ;  much  more  to  go 
to  court  So,  by  some  neighborly  compromise,  the 
unsettled  line  of  division  has  long  remained  un- 
settled ;  and  we  maj  hope  that  it  long  mnj,  except 

it  be  jicacenbly. 

Joel  Munsell  tells  us  that  tbe  boundaries  and 
tracts  were  quite  indefinite,  and  as  they  became 
cultivated,  all  traces  of  the  described  bounds  utterly 
ceaaed  to  be  distinguishable.     For  instance,  a  farm  ' 
now  in  tlie  heart  of  the  City  of  Albany,  leased  by  : 
die  Prtroon  to  Isaa^  son  of  Gasper  Halenbeck, 
thus  described  in  the  lease:    "  Ri")unded  on  the 
north  by  the  plain  and  hill ;  on  the  east  by  the  | 
swamp ;  on  the  soudi  hf  the  Bever  Kit ;  on  the 
west  hj  the  woods.*  Nothing  now  renuuns  but 


the  Kil  to  mark  the  boundaries  of  this  tract,  and 
that  is  partially  arched  over  and  used  as  a  sewer. 
Ths  hOl  was  long  since  leveled,  the  swamp  filled 
in  and  built  upon,  the  woods  cleared  up,  and  the 
area  (xicupied  by  streets  and  a  dense  population. 

The  Duke  of  York,  as  proprietor  and  as  King,  as 
well  as  his  sucoesson;  saw  the  good  polfcf  of  treat- 
ing the  Hollander  well,  and  readily  confirmed  the 
rights  and  patents  that  dated  under  tiie  government 
of  tbe  States  General  or  of  the  Dutch  West  India 
Company.  All  other  lands  were  claimed  as  belong- 
ing to  the  P2ng]ish  crown  ;  and,  after  satisfying  the 
Indian  title  as  a  matter  of  policy,  all  grants  were 
finally  subject  to  the  approval  of  tbe  King. 

The  acknowledgment  of  the  just  title  of  the 
Patroon  of  Rensselaerwyck  to  the  territory  that 
became  the  City  of  Albany  in  1686,  unfairly  disputed 
by  Governor  Stuyvesant,  reflects  credit  on  the 
policy  of  the  English  govemUMBt  at  that  time,  as 
discussed  in  another  place. 

The  dafan  of  Engtend  to  the  territoiy  of  New 
Netherlands,  by  right  of  prior  discovery,  has  been 
referred  to  elsewhere,  and  needs  no  further'discus- 
sion  here.  It  was  at  a  time  when  might  made  right 
Indeed,  when  and  where  in  the  world's  historjr  haa 
it  not  been  so?  But  how  little  did  King  James 
realize  the  value  of  his  province  of  New  York  I 
Nor  was  George  III  much  wiser. 

Writing  concerning  the  state  of  lands  in  tbe  * 
Province  of  New  York  in  1732,  Cadwallader 
Golden,  .Sur\'eyor-Gencral,  says:  "By  the  3d 
article  of  Surrender  agreed  to  with  die  Duteh 
Govt  it  is  stii)ulated  (in  1664)  that  'all  people 
shall  continue  free  denizens,  and  enjoy  lands, 
houses,  goods,  ships,  wheresoever  they  are  within 
the  countr}',  and  dispose  of  them  as  they  please.' 
And  by  the  iith  article.  'The  Dutch  here  shall 
enjoy  tlieir  own  customs  concerning  inheritances. ' " 

In  pursuance  of  diis  die  inhabitants  took  out 
confirmations  of  their  lands  and  tenements  under 
the  hand  and  seal  of  Colonel  Nicolls,  the  first 
English  Governor  under  tbe  Duke  of  York,  in  which 
their  tide  under  the  Dutch  is  redted.  The  fivm 
of  these  confirmations  appear  to  be  everywhere  the 
same. 

Governor  Nicolls  likewise  granted  unimproved 
lands  to  any  who  were  willing  to  settle  and  improve 

them;  and  these  first  grants  were  made  without  any 
previous  survey  or  without  reciting  any  certain 
boundaries;  but  only  to  ooutain,  ibr  example^  loo^ 
200.  or  300  acres  adjoining  such  another  man's 
land  or  a  certain  hill,  or  river,  or  rivulet 

Subsequent  governors  made  land  grants  with 
surveys  or  withon^as  it  pleased  them.  Some  parted 
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with  valuable  lands  and  large  tracts  for  a  more  trifle 
to  their  favorites.  Land  was  plenty.  The  few  who 
had  mflnence  with  the  guvemment,  and  desiied  in- 
crease of  power  and  wealth,  saw  their  opportunity 
in  large  territory  whic  h  they  inicht  settle  with  de- 
[WDdeots.  The  evil  thai  came  troni  such  a  pulicy 
hu  caned  this  State  even  to  onr  day;  giving  nt 
confusion  of  till'--  ntnl  boundaric-^:  vexatious  and  I 
expensive  lawsuits;  many  bitter  contentions,  that 
have  grown  so  mighty  as  to  move  the  whole  bodf 
politic;  and  kept  many  bard-working  tenants  and 
ihcir  families  in  a  condition  but  little  better  than 
abject  servitude,  with  all  its  consequences  in  ig- 
norance and  lawksanesa.  Albaajr  Coonty  is  a 
witness  of  this  condition  of  things.  The  article 
on  Anti-rentism  in  this  volume  dearly  exhibits 
the  evib  that  have  sprung  from  feadat  tentires, 
vents  conditioned  upon  leases  in  perpetuity,  and 
exacted  by  the  Patroons  and  their  assignees.  The 
conflicting  opinions  of  learned  legal  authority  are 
perplexing  to  the  hy  citiaen.  The  feancial  rain 
of  many  so-called  tenants,  and  the  {)hysical,  mental 
and  moral  d^radation  frequently  consequent 
apon  this  condition  of  things,  are  too  patent  for 
denial,  and  excite  ooounisemtion.  This  state  of 
things  shows  that  a  great  wrong  has  been  the  nat- 
ural outgrowth  of  the  policy  of  such  land  grants 
made  long  ago,  no  doubt,  at  fiist,  with  a  worthy 
pliqwe.  Nor  is  there  any  doubt  that  the  Patroons, 
or  original  landholders,  regarded  their  manorial 
claims  as  beneficial  to  the  State  as  wdl  as  advan- 
tafBOos  to  tiMmseives.  They  designed  to  treat  the 

Cumers  who  ocrii[)ied  their  lands  with  justice,  and 
osnally  did  treat  them  with  a  policy  both  benevo- 
lent and  lenient  The  evib  that  remdted  were  die 
fruits  of  the  system.  One  of  the  worst  ills  that  has 
resulted  from  the  lease  system  in  this  county  has 
been  its  effect  upon  the  &mily  of  the  lessee,  which 
has  oocnpied  die  same  soil  for  many  yean  withont 
owning  anythini;. 

If  men  do  not  possess  the  right  of  soil,  however 
cheap  the  lease  rents,  they  never  can  be  indepen- 
dent citizens.  They  are  always  ander  the  influence 
of  their  landlords.  Their  minds  are  apt  to  be- 
come debased  and  their  enterprise  destroyed. 
When  Uieir  vassalage  becomes  hopeless,  they  live 
as  dumb,  driven  cattle. 

The  exact  boundaries  of  our  county,  and  of  the 
towns  of  which  it  is  constituted,  are  not  accnntely 
defined.  Says  Mr.  J.  T.  Gaidner,  in  State  Survey 
Report  for  1877  : 

' '  Less  than  one  hundred  years  ago,  however,  sur- 
vqron,  carrying  only  the  conpaaa,  diain,  ax  and 
rifle,  contending  with  inaumerable  obstacles  in 


pnthlc^s  ff)rests,  forced  their  way  to  the  utmost 
limits  of  a  wilderness  stretching  boxa  the  Hudson 
Rhrer  to  Lake  Erie.  They  traveiaed  every  part,  and 
roughly  measured  lines,  dividing  the  lands  into  tracts 
of  suitable  size  for  coming  !>ettler>,  and  marking  the 
lots  by  notching  or  '  bhizing  '  surrounding  trees. 

"  There  has  been  no  survey  of  the  State  sioce 
the  pioneer  siirveyom  iw  their  coapaM  lincs 
through  the  woods. 

"The  maps  of  New  Yosk  are  ftlse  to  theeitent 
of  one,  two,  and  even  three  miles  in  the  poritioos 
ascribed  to  prominent  points.  *  *  *  It  is 
well  known  that  we  are  far  behuid  liie  rest  of  the 
world  in  knowledge  of  onr  own  territory. " 

Wh;U  is  true  of  the  State  is  measurably  true  of 
the  smaller  divisions  of  the  Stat^  of  which  it  is 
composed.  There  is  somednng  yet  to  be  done  by 
the  surveyors  and  engineers  of  the  future. 

The  sagacity  of  the  Dutch  settlers  is  shown  in 
their  selection  of  lands,  and  the  tenacity  with 
which  diey  hdd  possession  of  dieni.  Tbey  rarely 
occupied  the  hills.  Their  native  Holland  was  a  flat 
country,  abundant  in  water,  lying  by  the  sea,  and 
traversed  by  rivers  snd  canals.  The  early  colonists 
of  this  coon^  planted  their  homes,  usually,  upon 
level  tracts,  upon  the  rich  alluvium  of  the  Hudson 
River,  or  other  streams  that  nm  into  it.  These 
they  were  apt  to  leave  to  Aehr  hdn,  The  later 
Cierman  took  the  best  he  could  find  in  the  valley  of 
the  Mohawk,  or  else  locked  for  his  home  on  some 
fertile  spot  but  a  little  removed  from  some  stream. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  patents  of  Unds  located 
in  or  near  Albany  County  by  the  Dutch  Govern- 
ment from  1630  to  1634,  so  far  as  they  now  have 
been  found  recorded  in  the  Book  of  Ritenis  and 
Town  Records.  It  will  interest  the  aumy  d^ 
scendants  of  our  original  landholders: 

Kiliaen  Rensselaer:  Indian  land  ^t  of  Hudson, 
Rensselaerwydt,  Ang«st6, 1631;  Indian  land  west 
of  Hudson,  Rcnsselaerwyck,  August  13,  1631; 
Indian  land,  I'apskenea,  Rensielaerwyck,  .\pril  13, 
1637;  Indian  land,  Katskill,  April  19,  1649;  In- 
dian land,  Claverack,  May  14,  1649.  Jan  Michelsen: 
a  lot,  Beverwyck,  May  23,  1650.  Rutger  Jacob- 
sen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  April  23,  1652.  Goosen  G. 
Van  Scbtick:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  April  sj,  165s. 
Anthonie  De  Hooges,  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  April  2  5, 
1652.  Cornells  Teunissen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck, 
April  23,  1652.  Andries  Herbertsen:  a  lot,  Bever- 
wyck, April  23.  1652.  Dirck  I ansen:  a  lot,  Bever- 
wyck, .\pril  23,  1652.    .Arent  Andriesscn:  a  lot, 

I Beverwyck,  April  23,  1652.  V'olkert  Jansen:  a 
lot,  Beverwyck,  April  sj,  165s.  Albert Geiriisen: 
a  lo^  Beverwyck,  April  sj,  165s.  Jacob  Adrian- 
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len :  a  lot,  Befgwyck,  April  33,  1653.  Willem 

Teller:  a  lot,  Beverwjxk,  April  23,  165a.  An- 
netje  B*-.gardus:  a  lot,  Bevcrwyck,  April  23,  1652. 
Tennis  Jacobsen:  a  lot,  Bcverwyck,  April  23,  1652. 
Rut  Adriensen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  April  aj,  l65«. 
Jacob  Janz  Schermerhom:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  No- 
vember 9,  1653,  Jochem  Backer:  a  lot,  fiever- 
wydi,  April  33,  1653.  Fieter  Loockemians:  a 
lot,  Beverwyck,  July  7,  1653.  Hans  Kierstedc:  a 
lot,  Beverwyck,  July  18,  1653.  Ryer  Elbcrtscn: 
a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October  25,  1653.  Laurens 
Loarenzen:  a  lot,  "Bvftmjtk,  October  a$,  1653.- 
Jochem  Kettelhuyn:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October  2?, 
1653,  Evert  Janz  N'an  Knibden:  a  lot,  Bever- 
vj'ck,  October  25,  1653.  Casper  Jacobaen:  a  lot, 
Beverwyck,  October  25,  1653.  Michel  Reycker- 
■en:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October  25,  1653.  Hen- 
drick  Andriesscn:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October  15, 
1653.  Jaa  Vobeck:  a  lot,  Beverwydt,  October 
25>  '<^53-  Thomas  Jansen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  Oc- 
tober 25,  1653.  Andries  DeVos:  a  lot  of  wood- 
land, Beverwyck,  October  25,  1653.  Thomas 
Saiidersen:  twolol^  Beverwyck,  October  25,  1653. 
Rut  Adriensen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October 
25i  '653.  And.  Janz  Appel  Van  Leyden:  two 
lots,  Devei-wyck,  October  15,  1653.  Jacob  Jam 
Schermerhom:  two  lots,  Beverwyck,  October  25, 
1653.  Jan  Labadie:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October 
25,  1653.  Laurens  Jansen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck, 
October  25,  1653.  Captain  Abram  Staets,  a  lot, 
Beverwyck,  October  25.  i^'53.  Jacob  Hendrick 
Sibbinck:  a  lot,  Bevcrwyck,  October  25,  1653. 
Jacob  SfiDMiz  Klomp:  a  lo^  Beverwyck,  October 
25,  1653.  Hags  Brunysen:  a  lot,  Bevenvyck, 
October  25,  1653.  Jan  Frs.  Van  Iloescn:  a  lot, 
Beverwyck,  October  25,  1653.  Giilis  Pietersen:  a 
lot,  Beverwyck,  October  35, 1653.  Captain  Abiam 
Staets:  Cichc<  k  i  v  ick,  north  of  Ciavcratk,  March 
17,  1654.  Lccndert  Phillipsen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck, 
March  34,  1654.  Hendrick  Marcelit:  a  lot, 
Beverwyck,  March  24,  1654.  Gillis  Pietersen:  a 
lot,  Beverwyck.  April  14,  1654.  Wynent  Gerrit- 
sen:  a  lot,  licvcrwyck,  August  29,  1654.  Ad.  J. 
Van  Lqrden  Appd:  a  lot  ibr  an  inn,  Beverwydc, 
December  16,  1654.  Ph.  Pietersen  Schuyler:  two 
lots,  Beverwyck,  June  16,  1656.  Adrien  Janz 
Ilpendam:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October  28,  1656. 
Mattheus  Abrams:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  October  28, 
1656.  Claes  Hendrickscn:  two  lots,  Bevcrwyck, 
September  25,  1657.  Pietcr  Jacobsen:  a  lot, 
Beverwyck,  February  23,  1658.  Jerenias  Van 
Roisselaer;  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  February  25,  1658. 
Sander  Senderts  Glen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  July  13, 
1658.    Ph.  Pietersen  Schuyler:  a  lot,  Beverwyck, 


September  10,  t6$8.  Fieter  Meenen:  a  lot, 
Beverwyck,  October  31,  1658.  Thomas  Giam- 
bers;  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  November  8,  1653. 
Volckert  Jansen,  et  al. :  a  plantation.  Fort  Orange, 

Mardi  31,  1659.   AndrieflHn:  a  phmtatioa, 

Fort  Orange,  Mudl  19,  1659.  Arent  Van  Curler: 
a  plantation,  Beverwyck,  March  23,  1659.  Pietcr 
Hartgers:  two  lots,  Beverwyck,  September  i,  1659. 
Jan  Daretha:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  February  5,  i66a 
Peter  jacobsen :  a  lot,  Beverwyck.  Februar\'  23, 
J  660.  Peter  Mees;  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  August  17, 
i66a  Jan  CoetetsVan  Aecken:  a  lot,  Beverwyck, 
March  7,  i6(Si.  Jan  Tomassen:  two  lots,  Bever- 
wyck, March  10,  1661.  Rutger  Jacobsen,  et  al: 
Pachnach  Klllick  bland,  near  Beverwyck,  Mardi 
10,  1661.  Rutger  Jacobsen:  Constable's  Island, 
Beverwyck,  March  19,  \hf\\.  Arent  \'an  Curler, 
et  al. :  Indian  land,  Schonowe,  July  27,  1661. 
Schenectady,  Great  Flatt  confirmed  April  6,  i66a. 
Jan  Jansen  Van  Hocscn:  In  dian  land,  Clavcrack, 
June  5,  1663.  J.  B.  Wemp,  et  aU:  Martin's 
Island,  Schenectady,  November  t3,  166s.  Filier 
Bronck:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  1663.  Symon  Symoni 
Groot:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  May  11,  i6r<^  Ca-^per 
Jacobsen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  December  29,  1663. 
Jan  Tomasaen:  a  lot,  Beverwyck,  March  to,  t664' 
Cornells  Van  Nes:  twenty-one  morgen,  Schenec- 
tady, June  1,  1664.  Teunis  Comelissen :  twenty- 
four  morgen,  Schenectady,  June  16,  1664,  Sy- 
mon DeBakker:  twenty-four  morgen,  Schenectady, 
June  19,  1664.  Pieter  Adriensen:  twenty-six  mor- 
gen, Schenectady,  June  16,  1664.  Willem  Teller: 
twenty-three  tnoigen,  Schenectady,  Jtme  16, 1664. 
Ph.  Pietersen  Schiiyler:  Indian  trac^  HaIF>Moon, 
July  10,  1664. 

All  lands  within  this  Sut«  are  allodial,  so  that, 
aobject  to  Aeir  liability  to  eadieat,  the  owners 
have  entire  and  absolute  property  in  them,  accord- 
ing to  the  nature  of  their  respective  estates.  No 
leases  can  now  be  made  of  agrictthnml  lands  for  a 
time  longer  than  twelve  years,  and  all  qotrter  aaka 
or  other  restraints  upon  alienation,  reserved  in  any 
grant  hereafter  made,  are  void  in  law. 

Albany  Covnty  never  had  any  State  lands  exoqit 
those  occupied  by  State  buildings.  It  has  no 
United  States  land  except  that  occupied  by  the 
WatervKet  Arsenal  and  die  Government  baildhig  in 
Albany.  It  has  had  no  Gospel  or  school  laodi»no 
literature  lands,  no  militarv'  land  grants,  nor  were 
any  patents  covering  its  territory  or  any  part  of  it, 
ever  granted  originally  by  the  English  government 
Some  of  its  citizens,  a<  the  Livingstons,  the  Schuy- 
lers,  and  the  Van  Kensselaers,  had  large  patents 
located  in  other  parts  of  the  Slate. 
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THE  BEAVER  AND  THE  FUR  TRADE. 


'^PHE  earliest  indtutr}-  in  the  territory  now  called 
1  Albany  Coontjr  was  the  beaver  trade.  Nothing 
die  brought  the  fint  Dtitdi  adventuien  to  New 
Netlierlands,  as  nothing  but  the  love  of  gold  led  the 
earliest  adventurers  from  our  jEaslem  States  to  the 
mines  of  CUifbrait.  Had  it  not  been  Ah' the  beaver, 
we  cammt  tell  how  much  longer  the  settlement  of 
our  county  would  have  been  deferred.  A  brief  ac- 
OOOnt  of  this  fur-bearing  rodent,  and  of  the  impor- 
tant relation  he  soilained  to  our  earljr  hiatoiy,  aeems 
due  to  him.  Without  it  our  work  would  be  in- 
complete. 

How  much  he  was  esteemed  is  shown  in  part  by 
tlie  local  preservation  of  liis  honored  name  in 
Beverwyck,  Beaverltill,  Beaver  atcee^  Beaver  block 
and  the  like. 

We  begin  with  a  description  in  popular  language 
of  the  beaver  tiimself,  that  we  may  better  under- 
stand his  character  and  habits, 

The  beaver  it  one  of  the  most  eztruNdinaiy  of 
all  animals.  It  is  between  three  and  four  feet  in 
length,  and  weighs  from  forty  to  sixty  pounds.  Its 
teeth,  whidi  are  long,  broad  and  duirp,  project 
oonrideiabty  beyond  the  jaw,  and  are  curved  like 
a  carpenter's  gouge.  In  its  fore-feet  the  toes  are 
separated,  as  if  designed  to  answer  the  purposes  of 
flngers  and  bands.  Its  hmd-feet  are  accommo- 
dated with  webs,  suited  to  the  purpose  of  swim- 
ming. In  no  animal  does  the  social  instinct  and 
habit  appear  stronger  or  more  general  than  in  the 
beaver.  Wherever  a  number  of  these  animals  are 
found,  they  immediately  form  an  association  to 
carry  on  their  common  business.  Their  societies 
are  generally  formed  in  June  and  July,  and  fre- 
quently number  two  or  three  hundred,  all  united 
in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  whole  community. 

The  society  of  beavers  seems  to  be  regulated  alto- 
gether by  natural  dispositions  and  laws.  It  is  one 
of  peace  and  affection,  guided  by  one  principle 
No  couteniiun  or  disagreement  is  ever  seen  among 
them;  but  harmony  and  uni^  prevail  throughout 
their  dominion.  The  principle  of  this  anion  is  not 
the  superiority  of  any  individual;  there  seems  to  be 
among  them  nothing  of  the  authority  or  influence 
of  a  leader  or  chief  Their  association  has  the  as- 
pect of  a  pure  democracy,  founded  on  the  principle 


of  perfect  equality  and  the  strongest  mutual  attach* 

ment. 

When  these  animals  are  collected  toged>er,  they 

give  attention,  first,  to  their  public  affairs.  Be"ng 
amphibious,  they  spend  part  of  tlieir  time  in  the 
water.  Thdr  fint  work  b  to  find  a  rituation  ooo- 
venient  far  both  their  land  and  water  purposes.  A 
lake  or  a  running  stream  of  water  is  chosen  for 
their  lubitation,  selected  always  of  such  depth  that 
they  may  have  sufficient  room  lor  swimming  under 
the  ice.  They  seem  to  have  an  eye  to  undisturbed 
possession.  Such  is  their  foresight  or  instinct,  that 
they  are  said  never  to  form  an  erroneous  judgment 
Having  adected  tlieir  site  thus  carefully,  they  next 
construct  a  dam;  and  so  well  chosen  are  both  the 
place  and  form  of  this,  their  home,  that  no  engi- 
neer could  give  them  a  better,  either  for  conven- 
ience, strength  or  duration. 

The  materials  used  are  wood  and  eartli.  If  there 
be  a  tree  on  the  side  of  the  river  which  would  nat- 
urally fall  across  the  stream,  several  beavers  go  to 
work  with  their  teeth,  with  great  diligence,  to  fell 
it  Trees  twenty  inches  in  diameter  are  thus 
tiuown  across  a  stream  as  the  formation  of  Aeir 
dam.  Others  are  Cutting  down  smaller  treei^  whkfa 
they  divide  into  convenient  lengths.  Others  serve 
as  porters,  conveying  tlic  trees  to  the  needed  places; 
and  others^  still,  engage  in  the  maaoniy  of  the 
work.  The  earth  is  brought  in  their  mouths, 
formed  into  a  kind  of  mortar  with  their  ieet  and 
taib,  and  spread  over  the  interstices  between  the 
stakes  in  such  a  way  as  to  render  the  whole  imper- 
vious to  water.  The  in;nrniiude  and  extent  "f  these 
dams  is  marvelous  when  wc  consider  the  arti;>aiis 
and  tiieir  instrumenla.  They  are  from  fllfy  to  one 
hundred  feet  in  length,  and  from  six  to  twelve  feet  • 
thick  at  the  bas^  forming  ponds,  frequently  of 
500  or  <ioo  acres. 

When  the  public  works  are  completed,  dieir 
domestic  concerns  next  engage  their  attention. 
I'he  beavers  separate  to  build  houses,  each  division 
ibr  itsel(  along  the  borders  of  the  pond.  These 
hou.scs  arc  of  an  oval  form,  resembling  a  haycock 
in  appearance,  and  varying  from  four  to  ten  feet  in 
diameter,  according  to  the  number  of  families  they 
are  designed  to  accommodate.  In  these  huts  the 
fiunilies  of  beaven  liv^  enjoying  the  firuits  of  their 
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labors.  Hut  if  any  injury  is  (.lone  to  their  jniblic 
works,  the  wliole  society  unites  to  repair  it 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  peace  and  regularity 
which  prevail  through  the  whole  commonwealth. 
No  discord  ever  appears  in  any  of  their  families; 
ever}'  beaver  knows  his  own  apartment  and  store- 
hooae^  and  there  is  no  piliering  or  robbing  ftom 
one  another. 

The  color  of  the  beaver  \Aiies  with  Uie  climate, 
being  nearly  black  in  the  colder  regions,  and  grow- 
ing bruwn  in  the  mumnr.  Its  Air  is  of  two  sorts, 
one  being  long,  coarse  and  of  little  use;  tlie 
other  consisting  of  a  line,  lliick  down,  about  liirce- 
qoartni  of  an  inch  long^  which  1mm  the  com- 
nuicial  value. 

The  beaver  attains  its  greatest  magnitude  and  its 
Ugbert  perfection  of  aocicQ^  only  where  it  is  on- 
dirtnrfaed  by  man.  Hence  it  makes  its  home  only 
in  uncultivated  rqgioni,  ntteating  as  man  ap- 
proaches. 

Some  idea  of  the  trade  in  beaver,  in  those  prim- 
itive times,  may  be  gathered  from  the  tacts  which 
follow. 

The  ship  Nieu  Nederlandt  took  I»50O  beaver 
and  500  otter  skins  from  Fort  Oiiqge  at  the  close 
of  the  first  season. 

The  number  of  beavcn  Knotted  fiom  New 
Netherlands  in  1614,  as  Haiaid  tells  us.  were 
4,ooo]  also  700  otteis— all  valued  at  27,135  guild- 
ers. About  10  years  later  the  returns  were  14,891 
beavers  and  1,413  otien,  estimated  at  134,000 
guilders. 

The  ship  Arms  of  Amsterdam  sailed  from  New 
Amsterdam  September  33,  i6s6,  and  arrived  in 
Amsteidam,  November  4  th,  following,  with  a  cargo 
of  7,246  beaver  skins,  853 J  otter  skins,  48  mink 
skins,  36  wild  cat  skins,  33  mink  and  34  rat  skitts, 
beddes  some  wheat,  lye^  barley,  oats,  buckwheat, 
canar>-  seed,  beans  and  flax,  and  coBsideraUe  oak 
and  hickory. 

In  163a,  the  Dutch  Cohmists  were  reported 
to  have  sent  over  to  Holland  "15,000  beaver 

skynnes,  besides  other  commndities. " 

About  1633,  it  was  estimated  that  about  16,000 
beaver  skins  were  sold  in  the  Hudson  river  trader 
mostly  at  I'ort  Orange. 

The  value  of  furs  exported  in  1636  was  reckoned 
at  about  919,000;  in  1632  it  had  been  raised  to 
$50,000. 

In  1638,  the  Stales  General  observe  that  nothing 

comes  from  New  Netherlands  but  beaver  skins, 

minks  and  other  inn.  About  this  time  the  far  trade 

was  made  free,   Evojr  boor  became  a  ht  tinder, 
ss 
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The  trade  in  furs  at  Albany  was  veij  flourish- 
ing in  the  years  from  1645  to  1660. 
In  i4i45,  an  arrival  of  tobacco  and  beavers  is 

reported  in  Amsterdam — the  latter  invoiced  as  "  10 
cases  containing  3,137  pieces  of  beavers,"  which, 
valued  at  7  gtiilders,  amount  to  14,959  florins. 
The  number  of  furs  exported  irom  Fort  Orange 

and  vicinity  in  1^156,  amounted  to  beaver 
and  300  otter  skins.    In  1658  the  number  reached 
57,640  beaver  and  300  otter  skinsi 
In  1657,  according  to  the  record  of  Johannes 

Dyckman,  40,940  beaver  and  otter  skins  were 
shipped  to  New  Amsterdam  firom  Fort  Orange,  now 
Albany. 

Here  we  take  note  of  the  commercial  value  of 
beaver. 

When  specie  was  scarce  and  paper  money  had 

not  come  into  use,  beaver  skins  and  wampum,  or 
scawant,  were  used  among  the  people  as  currency. 

In  1656  a  beaver  skin  waswwth  8toiognilder% 
or  §3  50  to  |4.  The  former  was  the  usual  price, 
the  real  value  of  which  would  be  $3-20  in  our  cur- 
rency.    One  guilder  equals  40  centBL 

In  1676  "good  merchantable  beaven"  Wtn 
valued  at  1 2  shillings  a  piece  or  9  shillings  a  pound. 
A  negro  boy,  nme  years  old,  hale  and  sound,  was 
valued  at  the  sum  of  twenty-dght  mcfchantable 
beavers  in  this  same  year. 

Wheat  and  other  goods  were  often  sold  at 
"  beaver  price.**  In  1678  five  schepels,  equal  to 
about  three  pedci^  of  wheat  w«re  valued  at  one 
beaver. 

In  April,  1680,  the  Labadists,  Dankers  and  Sluy- 
ter  paid  each  one  beaver  price,  35  guilden  in 
aeawant,  for  their  boat  passage  from  New  York 
to  Albany.  A  guilder  seawant  was  worth  about 
one-third  as  much  as  a  guilder  beaver. 

In  1705  thirty  beavers  were  valued  at  £iB. 


During  these  years  the  boschloopers  or  bush-run- 
neis,  who  made  it  their  business  to  meet  the  In- 
dians on  their  trails  to  Albany  and  go  to  their  vil- 
lages with  the  purpose  of  intercepting  their  trade, 
caused  much  excitement  In  1655,  orders  forbid- 
ding this  kind  of  traflic  were  made  by  the  Court 
These  ancient  drummers  were  not  aIli-«  cJ  .  .irive 
trade  in  this  way ;  nor  were  the  merchants  allowed 
to  allure  die  Indians  having  peltry  to  sdl,  to  didr 
own  houses.  After  this  the  magistrates  rescinded 
the  order.  Governor  Stuyvesant  was  next  called 
in  by  the  savages  themselves  to  interfere ;  and  in 
1660^  at  a  meeting  with  the  Indians,  be  assured 
them  of  his  di^lcasare  st  the  conduct  of  these  hi- 
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terlopen,  who  inteffered  with  tlidr  right  to  trade 

with  whom  they  chose,  and  promised  his  protec- 
tion if  they  used  even  blows  to  keep  off  these  offi- 
aons  middlenien  or  uiy  odier  meronaiy  inter- 
meddlers,  A  li  >  shut  them  into  their  hoosei  to 
compel  their  trade  while  in  Beverwyck. 

The  fur  trade  was  so  profiuble  at  Fort  Orange, 
that  fur  tnden  ftom  New  AoMtBrdim,  and  others 
who  had  no  residence  nrnr  tliis  furt.  t-npiiped  suc- 
ceaTolly  in  competition  witli  the  Patroon  and  his 
olBoen  and  merduuits,  by  intercepting  the  Indian 
hunt^  and  by  advancing  the  price,  much  to  the 
detriment  of  the  Boverwyck  traders.  This  led  to 
a  great  deal  ot  trouble.  The  fort  erected  on 
Beam  Idand  and  tiiecontrovenjr  that  fitHowed,  as 
stated  in  another  part  of  this  wi^rk,  were  the  out- 
growth of  this  foreign  intermeddling  in  what  the 
FUiDOB,  for  a  time,  regarded  as  his  exclosive 
light 

There  can  be  no  question  that  this  trade  did 
much  to  demoralize  the  inhabitants  of  Rensselaer- 
wjndL  Agricnltoie  for  a  long  time  was  neglected, 
and  every  other  pursuit.  ('Nccpt  hnntint?  and  trad- 
ing in  fun.  Eveiy  farmer  left  tilling  his  land  and 
became  a  for  trader  as  soon  as  the  restrictions 
were  taken  off  and  the  trade  was  free  to  every  one. 
Legitimate  methods  of  .securing  the  wealth  that 
this  business  promised,  were  violated.  Not  only 
were  the  Indian  traiis  filled  with  drommers,  and  all 
the  arts  of  flatter)'  and  s[)cci;d  attention  bestowed 
npon  the  fur-bearing  traveler  from  the  woods  as  be 
came  lo  the  village  of  Beverwyck,  bat  he  was 
hfibed  by  trifling  gifks  and  made  drunk  with  foe- 
water.  Strifes  arose  among  the  people,  and  quar- 
rels among  the  savages.  Cheating  became  common. 
The  Dvtdiman's  hand  balancing  a  pound  of  be»> 
vcr  in  the  scale,  and  liis  foi:)t  two  pounds,  as  stated 
by  the  veritable  Knickerbocker  in  his  "History 
of  New  Yoric,"  if  not  atricdy  true,  as  it  may  have 
been,  iltostiates  one  of  the  methods  of  dieating  the 
Indian. 

The  trade  in  fur  began  seriously  to  diminish 
about  i66a  The  beaveis  had  either  been  trapped 
and  skinned,  or  had  retreated  to  regions  north  and 
west,  farther  away  from  the  white  man.  The  re- 
sources of  the  Indians  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Beverwjfcfc  had  become  nearly  exhausted.  Scarcity 
of  furs  on  their  trampint^  ground  was  felt  by  them 
and  the  traders.  They  had  sold  some  of  their 
land,  and  what  remained  poeaesMd  no  value  to 
Aem.  They  parted  with  it  for  trifles  to  die  setders, 
who  now  began  to  give  more  attention  to  cultivat- 
ing the  soil  as  their  best  resource  lor  a  livelihood. 
Abovt  tUs  time  (i66i)  several  hnpoitant  fiunilieai, 


including  Commissary  Arent  Van  Curler,  the  In- 
dians' friend,  purcha.sed  the  "Great  Flatts,"  where 
now  is  Schenectady,  and  began  a  settlement  This 
diverted  much  trade  lirom  Deiemych,  wUch  led 
to  rivalr)'  and  much  bitter  feeKng  between  the  two 
neighboring  villages. 

Danken  and  Sluyter,  in  i69o,  made  the  fol- 
lowing entry  in  th^  jovmal,  speaking  of  Fort 
Orange  : 

"  As  this  is  the  principal  trading  fort  with  the 
Indians,  and  as  the  privily  of  trading  ia  grsnted 

to  certain  merchants,  there  are  houses  or  lodges 
erecte<l  on  both  sides  of  the  town,  where  the  In- 
dians who  come  Irom  the  far  interior  to  trade,  live 
during  the  tfane  they  are  there.  This  time  of  trad- 
ing with  the  Indians  is  at  its  hight  in  the  month 
of  June  and  July,  and  also  in  August,  when  it  falls 
off,  because  R  is  then  tiie  beat  time  for  them  to 
make  their  journey  there  and  back." 

In  1687,  Ciovernor  Dongan  speaks  of  the  inter- 
meddling of  the  (Jovernur  of  Canada  with  the  fur 
trade  Sutty  young  men  of  Albany  and  some  Al- 
bany Indians  had  undertaken  a  trading  expedition 
to  the  distant  tribes,  and  on  their  return  were  in- 
tercepted and  taken  prisonen,  with  their  goods,  by 
the  French  and  Canada  Indiana.  He  complains 
that  the  revenue  of  the  province  was  very  much  re- 
duced by  the  course  taken  by  Canada  in  persuad- 
ing the  Indians  to  take  their  fon  to  Moturaal,  or 
;  by  depredations  like  the  above.  He  adds,  "in 
other  years  we  used  to  ship  off  for  England  35,000 
or  40,000  beavers,  besides  peltry,  and  tl^  year 
only  9,000  and  some  hundreds  peltry  in  alL" 

In  i'>99.  the  Indians  in  council  at  Albany,  com- 

i plained  of  the  diminishing  value  of  the  beaver 
trade,  alkf^  that  the  eariier  traden  lived  in  small 
huts,  but  now  are  grown  rich  and  high,  and  wear 
fine  clothes  and  dwell  in  great  houses,  and  all  this 
from  profits  on  the  beavers,  which  they  brought 
fiom  «Bur  on  their  bads.  And  now  they  paid  little 
for  beaver  and  put  a  large  price  nn  ihoir  goods. 

In  1700,  the  vigilant  and  judicious  Ciovernor 
Bdlomont  writes  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiral^: 
"The  beaver  trade  here  and  at  Boston  is  sunk  to 
little  or  nothing,  and  the  market  is  so  low  for  beaver 
in  England  that  'tis  scarce  worth  the  transporting. 
I  have  been  told  that  m  one  year,  when  this  pnw^ 
incc  was  in  possession  of  the  Dutch,  there  were 
66,000  beaver  skins  exported  from  this  town  (New 
York),  andtiiis  laat  year  tiiere  was  but  15,341 
beaver  skins  exported  hence,  from  34th  of  Jona^ 
'99,  to  24th  of  June,  1 7CX).  *  *  *  A  few  years 
ago  beaver  skms  sold  in  London  at  14  shillings 
a  pound,  and  then  the  custom  was  bat  44  the 
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skin.  Now  beaver  has  ftllen  to  5  shillingB  per 

pound  in  Eiii,'Ian(I  ami  pays  yd.  per  skin  here, 
3(L  per  skin  freight,  and  I2d.  when  it  is  un-  j 
shipped  in  England."  The  Governor  then  urges  | 
Ae  bad  effects  of  such  a  state  nf  things  on  popula-  j 
tion  ami  trade,   and  advises  free  trade  in  jKrltry.  i 
He  also  claims  that  it  is  wise  to  keep  the  Indians  in 
filvor  with  die  King,  by  a  policjr  that  will  encourage 
him  in  hie  favorite  poiauit  of  banting  and  aelling 
beaver. 

On  the  19th  of  July,  1701,  the  Sachems  of  die 
Five  Nations  deeded  all  their  beaver  hunting  hmds 
in  the  Province  of  New  York  and  vicinil\'  to  Kinj^ 
William  111  of  England  and  his  successors.  The 
qnit  cfadm  deed  was  made  at  Albany,  signed  and 
sealed  by  Governor  John  Nanlan  and  the  S  1.  Ins 
of  the  Senecas,  Mohawks,  Cayugas,  Ononda^  i- and 
Oneidas,  and  comprehended  a  territory  claimed  as 
extending  800  by  400  miles.  John  J.  Bleecker, 
Mayor,  and  the  .\ldermcn  and  other  city  officers 
were  present  as  witnesses.  The  only  consideration 
seems  to  have  been  protection  of  their  persons  and 
possesions  against  the  French.  The  only  reserva- 
tions made  were  peaceable  homes  and  free  bunting 
to  themselves  and  their  descendants. 

It  having  been  found  that  the  French,  through  \ 
their  nii'isionaries,  were  rapidly  gaining  upon  the 
English  in  the  matter  of  profital)le  trade.  Governor 
Bdlomont,  in  January,  1701,  proposes  to  the  Lords 
of  Trade  some  course  by  which  this  trade  could  be 
diverted  from  the  P'rench  and  turned  from  Missis- 
sippi, Canada  and  Nova  Scotia  to  the  English  col- 
onies. He  writes  thus  from  New  Yorlc:  "In  order 
to  this  design  the  beaver  trade  ought  to  be  encour- 
aged by  Parliament — all  duties  wholly  uken  off, 
both  lieie  and  in  England,  from  beaver  and  other 
peltry  exported  from  this  Province.  ♦  •  •  ♦ 
The  French  King,  to  encourage  the  beaver  trade, 
has  ordered  the  Parliament  of  Paris  to  put  forth 
and  requiring  all  the  hatters  to  mix  a  certain 
quantity  of  beaver's  farr  in  all  their  hats,  under  a 
severe  penalty,  which  is  a  wise  course,  and  I  wish 
,  oar  Parliament  would  take  such  a  course  to  help 
die  awsumption  of  beaver,  v^ch  at  present  is 
grown  almost  ont  of  use  in  England  sinc»^  ("arolina 
batts  have  been  so  much  and  fur  hatu  so  little  in 
ftdtion."  The  followbig  table  gives  the  value  of 
furs  imj  orted  from  the  Province  of  New  York  for 
the  years  from  1717  to  1733: 

£    ^'^  Z     »•  d. 

1712-18.  io>704  3  II  1710-ai  6.659  4  i< 

i7«»-«9   7.«38  a  5  «7««-M  7.045  3  ><> 

»7»9-«'   7.487  16  5'>722-a3   8.333   5  •» 

In  1 73 1,  the  Worshipful  Mayor,  Aldermen  and 
Commonaltjr  of  the      of  Albany  adopted  moat 


stringent  rules,  designed  to  put  an  end  to  long-ex- 

isting  abuses  in  the  Indian  trade.  They  forbade, 
under  penalties  of  and  upwards:  1.  Receiving 
or  concealing  in  their  houses  or  elsewhere  any 
packs  of  fiirs  belonging  to  any  Indian,  a.  Lodg* 
ing  and  entertaining  any  Indian  or  squaw,  except 
Sachems,  in  their  houses  or  otiier  buildings.  3. 
Convejring  any  Indkn,  his  wives  or  children  in  any 
wagon  or  cart  from  the  westward  towards  Albany, 
or  any  of  his  goods,  without  payment  4.  Carry- 
ing Indians  or  their  goods,  in  like  manner,  for  any 
other  person  for  a  price  or  a  gift.  5.  Speaking  to 
any  Indian  outside  the  stockades  and  coming  from 
the  West,  or  enticing  them  to  trade.  6.  Employ- 
ment of  brcdcers. 

TTie  whole  pnrj  osc  of  the  ordinance  was  to 
leave  the  matter  of  trade  willi  the  Indians  them- 
selves, they  going  to  any  person  whom  they  chose 
without  influence  or  hindnmce. 

At  other  times  orders  were  passed  restricting  the 
sale  of  hrearms  and  intoxicating  drinks  to  the  sav- 
ages. 

The  importance  of  the  trade,  the  character  of  the 
traders,  and  the  evils  that  existed  are  made  evident 
by  these  ordinances. 

The  siruftijle  between  the  English  in  New  York 
and  the  French  in  Canada  for  the  control  of  the 
beaver  trade  was  very  great,  especially  daring  the 
first  fifty  years  of  the  eighteenth  century.  This  was 
carried  on  by  regulating  the  prices  paid  the  Indian 
hunters,  who  carried  ihcir  goods  where  they  could 
secure  the  best  returns.   The  prices  paid  depended, 

of  course,  very  much  upon  what  the  colonial 
traders  could  realise  in  the  European  market.  It 
appeart  that  the  beaver  had  taken  himsdf  from  the 
beaver  dams  of  New  York  to  more  secluded  fdaces 
in  Canada  and  the  North,  because  he  was  more  re- 
mote from  danger.  But  the  hunter  found  him  in 
his  northern  resort  and  took  the  precious  iur  beaver 
in  great  numbers.  Canada  had  the  advantage  of  a 
near  market;  but  the  English  took  good  advice, 
and,  with  Anglo-Saxon  good  sense,  offered  the  fur 
merchants  free  trade  and  a  better  price,  and  made 
it  up  by  increased  manufactures,  and  sales  at  ad- 
vanced rates.  1  he  Indians  were  better  paid  by  the 
English  colonial  trader  and  carried  their  fuis  to  the 
better  paying  market.  So  it  a[)pcars  from  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  colonial  traders  and  Govemon 
in  the  Colonies  bofb  of  Ouada  and  New  Yoric, 
during  the  years  from  about  17x0  to  1750.  The 
English  thus  secured  the  most  of  the  Five  Nations 
as  their  iriends— a  great  loss  to  the  French,  And 
7e^  Yff  priestly  att  sod  amoofling,  the  OMiadiaiw 
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bid,  mach  of  the  time,  e  good  trade.   In  the 

two  years  1746  ami  1747,  the  French  Companj  of 
tiie  bidies  realized  a  profit  of  430,785  lims  from 
the  beever  trade  alone. 

Peter  Kalm,  the  intelligent  Swedish  naturalist, 
who  visited  Albany  in  1749,  throws  light  upon  the 
fur  traffic  as  it  appeared  to  him  at  that  lime.  He 
writes:  "Altwnf  carries  on  considerable  commerce 
widl  New  York,  cliicfly  in  furs,  etc.  *  *  * 
There  is  not  a  place  in  all  the  British  Colonies,  the 
Hndson  Bay  Settlements  excepted,  where  such 
quantities  of  furs  and  skins  are  bought  of  the  In- 
dians as  at  Albany.  Mc«l  of  the  merchants  in  this 
town  send  a  clerk  or  agent  to  Oswego,  an  Indian 
nading  town  npon  the  Lake  Ontario,  to  which  the 
Indians  resort  with  their  furs.  *  *  *  The  mer- 
chants from  Albany  spend  the  whole  summer  at 
Oswego,  and  trade  with  many  tribes  of  Indians 
who  come  to  them  with  their  goods.  Ifianjr  people 
have  a.ssured  ine  that  the  Indt.ins  are  frequently 
fhoatrd  in  disposing  of  tlieir  goods,  especially  when 
Aey  are  hi  liquor,  and  that  somedmes  they  do  not 
get  onc-lialf  or  even  one-tenth  of  the  value  of  their 
goods.  1  have  been  a  witnes.s  to  several  transac- 
tions of  this  kind.  The  merchants  uf  Albany  glory 
in  these  trfchs,  and  are  highly  pleased  when  diey 
give  a  poor  Indian  a  .c;reater  portion  of  br.indy  than 
he  can  bear,  and  when  Ihey  can,  after  that,  get  all 
his  goods  for  mere  trifles.  The  Indians  often  find, 
when  they  are  sober  a^in,  that  the\  have  been 
cheated.  They  grumble  somewhi?,  hut  are  soon 
satisfied  when  tlicy  reflect  tliat  ihcy  have,  for  once, 
drank  as  mach  as  they  are  able  of  a  liqaor  which 
diqr  valoe  beyond  anydiing  else  in  tiie  whole 


world,  and  they  are  quite  insensible  to  their  loss  if 
th^  again  f^et  a  draught  of  this  nectar.  Besides 
this  trade  at  Oswego,  a  number  of  Indians  come  to 
Albany  fiom  several  parts,  especially  fiom  Gsnada; 

but  from  this  latter  place  they  hardly  bfing  any- 
thing but  beaver  skin-..  I  In  re  is  a  great  penalty  in 
Canada  for  carrying  furs  to  the  English,  that  trade 
belonging  to  tait  Frendi  West  India  Company; 
notwithstanding  which  the  French  merchants  in 
Canada  carry  on  a  considerable  smuggling  trade. 
They  send  their  fhrs  by  means  of  the  Indians  to 
their  correspcmdents  in  Albany,  who  pnrdiase  it  at 
the  price  they  have  fixed  upon  with  the  French 
merchants.  The  Indians  take  in  return  several 
kinds  of  doth  and  other  goods,  which  may  be  got 
here  at  a- lower  rate  than  those  wUdi  are  aent  lo 
Canada  from  France." 

Smith,  the  hislorisn,  in  1757,  speaks  of  the  fiir 
trsde  as  "very  much  impaired  by  French  wiles 
and  encroachments." 

Coneiogatchie,  one  of  the  Chie&  of  the  Iroqaoia, 
in  a  speedi  made  in  conndl  in  178s,  said:  "  Yo«r 
traders  exact  more  than  ever  for  their  goods  and  onr 
hunting  is  lessened  by  the  war,  so  that  we  have  fewer 
skins  to  give  for  them.  This  ruins  us.  We  are  poor." 

Elkanah  Watson,  hi  1788,  speaks  of  die  trade  in 
furs  at  .Mbany  as  extinct.  The  British  HudsOB 
ilay  Company  was  then  carrying  on  the  trade. 

'WntAUttHif  GateUtt  in  1796,  speaks  hopefully  of 
a  revival  of  the  fur  trade  in  the  d^.  Sine  wagon 
loads  of  furs  and  peltries  having  been  received  by 
one  of  the  merchants  from  the  Northwest  territory. 
Bat  it  was  only  a  temporary  matter.  The  old-time 
far  trade  was  no  moTB^ 


SLAVEKY  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


ST>AVT:RY  was  introduced  at  an  early  day  into 
the  .\merican  colonies.  The  first  introdnclion 
of  African  slaves  was  in  161 9,  by  a  Dutch  vessel 
sailing  np  the  James  River  in  IHiginia,  and  selling 

twenty  negroes  from  Africa  to  the  planters.  The 
trade  in  negro  slaves  did  not  increase  very  rapidly 
ondl  after  lyoa  In  1714  die  whole  number  of 
slaves  in  the  c(*!i.iii<  s  was  55,850;  of  this  number 
about  30,000  hail  been  imported.  In  1808,  the 
total  number  imported  was  not  less  than  400,000. 

The  United  States  Constitutional  Convention  of 
1774  resolv«l  to  discontinue  the  slave  tr.ule.    In  ' 
1789,  the  Convention  to  frame  the  Federal  Consti-  I 
lotioo  locked  10  the  abolitiaD  of  the  traffic  in  1808.  I 


On  March  2,  1807,  Congress  passed  an  act  against 
the  importation  of  African  slaves  into  tlie  United 
States  afu-r  January  1,  1808. 

In  violadmi  of  these  htws,  die  trade  continued  to 
an  alarming  degree  f<ir  rr.aiiy  years:  and  as  late  as 
1855,  New  York  city  was  brgely  engaged  in  the 
nefrrious  business.  An  aitide  in  De  Bow's  Re- 
view in  1855,  quotes  Captain  Smith,  who  says: 
' '  New  York  is  the  chief  port  in  the  world  for  the 
slave  trade,  and  is  head-quarters  for  fitting  out  ves- 
sels Ibr  all  the  shive  pons." 

As  early  as  1628,  frequent  mention  is  made  01 
blacks  owned  as  slaves  in  the  colony  of  New 
Netfaerhmds.  The  West  India  Company  in  1639, 
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granted  to  "all  persons  who  will  plant  colonies 
in  New  Netherlands,  to  supply  them  with  as  many 
blacks  as  they  conveniently  can,  on  condition  and 
ia  rach  manner  duit  thejr  sbdl  not  be  bound  to 
act  foT  a  Icnt^er  time  tli:in  they  shall  think  proper." 
It  appears  that  parlies  who  leased  land  from  the 
Company  alio  leaied  aervantB  or  BhTea  from  indi- 
vklmb  fflr  a  term  of  years.  The  Company  itself 
was  not  above  this  busineji?,  since  we  learn  that  in 
1644,  Nicholas  Toom,  of  Rensselaerwyck,  acknowl- 
cdfes  the  receipt  of  •  yoang  blade  girl  to  be  re> 
tamed  at  the  end  of  four  years,  "'if  yet  alive,"  to 
die  Director-General  or  his  successor.  In  1650, 
the  West  India  Company  sold  at  Albany  "a  farm- 
hooM^  hay-loft,  two  mares  and  a  horse,  and  a 
negro,  all  now  in  use  by  Thomas  Hall." 

In  1650,  the  States  General  of  Holland  sub- 
mitted a  phm  to  die  depodes  of  4be  West  India 
Company  that  the  inhabitants  of  New  Netherlands 
shall  be  at  liberty  to  purchase  negroes  wheresoever 
they  may  think  necessary,  except  on  the  coast  of 
Galnea,  and  bring  them  to  woric  on  the  bonweries 
on  payment  of  a  duty.  They  also  gave  permission 
to  import  as  many  negroes  as  were  required  for 
the  cnltivadon  of  the  soil  under  certain  conditions 
and  regulations. 

In  these  early  days  i  f  slavery  the  price  varied, 
|ioo  to  $200  being  tlic  value.  Rev.  Johannes 
Polbemns,  a  oolonia]  mbiisier,  paid,  fai  1664,  $175 
for  a  slave.  Rensselaer  Nicol  j^ave  permission  to 
Jan  De  Decker,  October  8,  1664,  to  sail  from 
Albany  with  eight  negroes  for  the  French  phala* 
dons  of  Martinico  and  Guadaloupe:  Slaves  coaM 
be  emancipated  after  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of 
service  to  the  Company.  At  a  couit  of  Mayor  and 
Aldermen  for  the  dty  of  Albany,  Myndeit  Freder* 
ickse's  negro,  H<  n  kIo.  was  found  guilty  of  steal- 
ing a  chest  of  wampum  from  his  master,  and  the 
coQft  sentenced  btai  "to  be  iriilpped  throa  ye 
towne  att  ye  cart  tale  by  ye  hands  of  ye  hangman 
forthwith,  for  an  example  to  ovrs.  and  his  masters 
to  pay  ye  costs.  "  He  conlehscU  the  theft,  and  said 
he  entered  by  an  open  window.  This  appears  in 
City  Records,  16S6.  In  the  Records  of  1679  it  is 
resolved,  "That  all  Indians  within  the  colony  were 
free,  nor  coald  they  be  forced  to  be  servants  or 
slaves. " 

The  Colonial  General  Assembly  in  if^^^  enacted 
laws  defming  the  privileges  of  slaves;  also  empow- 
ering offioeit  to  follow  and  arrest  runaway  shves. 
They  could  not  pi\c,  soil,  or  trust  any  commodity 
whatsoever,  under  penalty  of  corporal  punishment; 
neither  was  any  person  allowed  to  buy  of  a  slave 
or  trade  with  one:  The  old  colonial  atatntes  are 


filled  with  laws  relating  to  negroes  and  slaves.  We 
ipiote  the  substance  of  some  of  them.  In  1704, 
liquors  were  not  to  be  sold  to  negroes  or  Indians 
on  the  Sabbath,  and  tavern  keepers  were  forbidden 

to  entertain  or  harbor  them  in  their  houses.  In 
1705,  an  act  was  passed  to  prevent  negro  slaves 
from  running  away  from  Albany  to  the  French  in 
Canada.  Other  acts,  passed  at  sundry  times,  for- 
bade all  trading  with  those  wlio  were  in  bondage; 
allowed  owners  to  puni.sh  with  discretion;  no  more 
than  three  slaves  to  meet  together  under  pemdty  of 
whipping;  provided  that  a  sla\e  who  struck  a  man 
or  woman  professing  Christianity  must  be  im- 
prisoned fourteen  days;  the  testimony  of  negroes 
good  only  in  plotting  among  themselves;  forbade 
slaves  to  be  further  away  fr>im  Albany  than  Sara- 
toga under  penalty  of  death,  except  with  master  or 
mistress;  enooufsged  the  bepUdng  of  negroes, 
Indians^  and  mulattoes.  The  law  of  1730  pro- 
vided that  no  person  shall  traffic  with  a  slave; 
that  no  one  shall  sdl  to  a  slave  rum  or  other  strong 
drink  under  a  penalty  of  forty  shillings;  that  each 
town  or  manor  have  awhipjter  of  slave*,  to  be  paid 

I not  exceeding  tliree  shillings  a  head;  that  any  one 
hafboring  a  dave  shall  forfdt  to  the  master  for 
I  ever)'  twenty-four  hours,  but  not  to  exceed  the 
!  value  of  the  slave;  that  the  owners  of  slaves  are 
liable  for  thefts;  and  that  no  slave  shall  carry  fire- 
arms. In  1775,  a  law  was  enacted  that  daves  most 

do  militarj'  duty  in  cawsof  imminent  dnnper.  and 
that  one  or  more  daves  above  the  age  of  fourteen, 
in  time  of  invadon,  found  a  mile  or  more  from 
the  habitadon  of  his  master,  without  his  consent 
or  a  written  pas.s,  was  adjudged  a  felon,  and  it  was 
lawful  for  the  person  so  hnding  any  slave  to  shoot 
him. 

The  early  laws  of  the  State  relative  to  slaves, 
referred  to  their  services  in  the  American  army. 
The  act  of  1788  revised  many  of  die  existing  laws, 
and,  in  1793,  a  law  cxisied  binding  all  owners  of 
slaves  to  have  them  housed  at  an  early  hour.  In 
1798,  the  corporations  of  Albany  and  New  York 
iieqoendy  granted  wurrsntee  deeds  of  daves. 

The  price  of  slaves  was  as  changeable  as  other 
commodities.  In  1710,  Melgert  Vandcr{>ool  sold 
a  negro  for  ^f>5,  and  a  negress  for  ^35.  In  1790, 
Captain  Bloodgood,  of  tiie  sloop  Olive  Blanch, 
carried  a  slave  from  Al(>any,  the  property  of  Mrs. 
Staats,  to  Antigua,  and  sold  him  for  /'51. 

In  1761  a  law  was  passed  which  fadd  a  fine  of 
/"lO  on  every  master  wlio  allowed  a  slave  to  beg. 

In  1 710,  Harmaiius  Fisher,  of  Albany,  states 
that  his  negro,  Yorke,  had  been  found  guilty  of 
boigiary  and  tentenoed  to  be  whipped  round  the 
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tileft  to  receive  nine  lubes  on  hii  bne  back  at 

every  comer.  TTie  sentence  was  not  executed,  but 
the  sberitT  dunned  Fisher  for  ^13  7&,  ilic  amount 
allowed  bjr  kw  fi>r  die  service; 

In  November,  1793,  several  attempts  were  made 
to  fire  the  city  of  Albany  by  slaves.  Some  were  ar- 
rested and  confefsed  their  guilt.  In  January,  1 794, 
Fnmp,  the  properly  of  Matthias  Visscber,  tiought  of 
Jacob  Roscboom,Jr.,in  1 788,for_^"yo,  a  negro  slave, 
was  charged  with  having  set  fire  to  the  stables  of 
Leonard  Gonsevoort  He  was  tried  ud  found  goiltjr. 
Belt  and  Deanc,  two  female  slaves,  were  also  tried 
as  accomplices  and  convicted  of  the  same  offense. 
AU  were  sentenced  to  be  banged.  OnJanuary24th 
the  sentence  was  respited  for  six  weeks.  The  two 
girls  were  hanged  on  the  14th  March,  and  Pomp  on 
April  iitb.  The  gallows  was  erected  on  Tybume 
HUl,  in  the  rear  of  the  house  of  the  late  Rufos 
H.  King,  near  the  lower  part  of  Fayette  street 
The  concourse  of  people  to  witne»  the  ezecations 
was  immense. 

A  custom  pvevailed  in  slaverjr  dajrs  of  adveidsing 
them  when  for  sale,  and  the  newspapers  generally 
had  one  or  more  of  these  "  Negro  for  Sale  "  adver- 
tisements in  them.  We  give  a  few  mmples :  In 
1784,  the  executors  of  Mrs.  Schuyler  t)ffercd  for 
sale  at  auction,  at  l>ewis'  Tavern  "  A  likely  negro. " 
In  1796,  we  find  :  "  Toie  sold. — A  healthy,  active 
negro  wench  in  her  nineteenth  year.   Can  be  leo- 

OOUnended  for  honesty  and  sobriety,  and  sold  for 
no  laolt. "  "A  a^to  wench  about  thirty  years  old, 
strong  and  healthy,  for  sale."  "Hr  salt.— A 
healtiby  negro  wench  about  thir^  years  old ;  can 
be  recommended  for  honesty  and  good  conduct. 
Also,  her  two  male  children,  both  in  good  health. 
One,  nearly  dirae  years  old,  mtfl  he  aiiivea  at  the 
age  of  twenty-five  years,  The  other,  about  four 
weeks,  will  be  sold  for  life," 

The  abolition  of  slavery  in  the  State  of  New 
York  was  agitated  at  the  formation  of  the  first 
conjitilulion  in  1777.    When  J;iy  urt'cd  the 

early  abolition  of  slavery  he  declared,  ' '  Till  America 
comes  to  this  measure,  her  praym  to  heaven 
will  be  impious."  Other  early  statesmen  and  philan- 
thropists advocated  this  great  doctrine  of  law  and 
liberlgr,  and  claimed  freedom  and  protection  as  the 
inherent  rigltt  of  all  men. 

The  agitation  was  continued  in  this  and  other 
States.  The  first  to  abolish  slavery  were  Fenn- 
qrlvania  and  Masmchnsetis  in  1780; -New  Jeisey, 
provisionally,  in  1784 — all  children  bom  of  a 
slave  woman  after  1804  to  be  free  in  1820.  In 
1784  and  1797,  Connecticut  provided  for  gradual 
extinction,  b  Rhode  Uand  alter  1784,  no  peison 


could  be  bora  a  slave.  The  ordiitance  of  1787 
forbade  slavery  in  the  territor}^  northwest  of  the 
Ohio.  New  York  provisionally  abolished  slavery 
in  1799 ;  twenty'^ight  yean^  ownership  being  al- 
lowed to  those  h.  irn  in  slaver)'  after  this  date. 
This  was  the  commencement  of  successive  legisla- 
tive acts  and  amendments  ibr  the  yean  Including 
1801-04-07-09-10.  In  1813,  laws  wem  enacted 
relative  to  vagabond  slaves,  and  to  prevent  kidnap- 
ping, with  severe  penalties.  In  181 7,  a  new  law 
was  passed  with  more  severe  penalties,  and  a  more 
important  amendment  no  less  than  a  final  decree 
of  aboUdon  of  slavery  in  the  State  of  New  York — 
was  added  as  follows  :  "And  be  it  further  enacted 
that  ever)  negro,  mulatto  or  mustee  within  the 
State,  bom  before  July  4,  1799,  shall  firom  and 
after  the  4th  day  of  July,  1827,  be  free."  This 
law  was  passed  by  twenty  affirmative  votei^  out  of 
a  total  of  thirty-two  in  the  Senate;  and  by  seventy- 
five,  out  of  a  total  of  laS,  in  the  Assembly.  Itwss 
signed  by  Governor  De  Witt  Clinton. 

Theenactment  of  1819  made  It  a  misdemeanor 
to  send  away  from  the  State  any  slave  or  servant 
except  such  as  might  have  been  pardoned  by  the 
Executive  for  some  dienae ;  and  owners  of  davea 
who  resided  for  a  time  in  other  States  were  for- 
bidden to  sell  to  parties  not  resident  within  the 
State,  i  bis  was  the  last  enactment,  and  the  in- 
stitution ceased  to  exist  in  the  Empire  Slater  July 

4.  1827- 

For  the  most  part  the  slaves  of  the  Dutch  were 
employed  as  domestic  servsnt^  and  theirs 

was  not  as  hard  as  that  of  those  who  | 
door  work.  The  treatment  of  the  negroes  was  gen- 
erally humane.  Stories  of  cruelty  among  Albany 
Coontyriaiveswera  seldom  heard.  Laws,  it  is  tme^ 
were  jiassed  for  their  punishment  as  well  as  for  their 
protection.  Among  slave-owners,  in  many  in- 
stanco^  an  attachment  was  formed  that  hwled 
through  life.  The  slaves  werensoally  iaithful  and 
true  to  their  masters  and  mistresses,  and  aside  from 
their  being  bond  slaves  and  chattels,  their  lot  was 
oompamtively  hxppf.  The  blacks  who  were  fetm- 
ers  nr  mechanics  wcfe  allowed  their  own  domestic 
animals. 

Negro  slavery  existed  In  its  mildest  form  in  Al- 
bany County,  not  only  in  the  Dutch,  but  In  the 

Knpjlish  colonial  days,  am!  in  its  latter  years,  after 
the  Revolution.  Individual  exceptions  to  this 
statement  were  very  rare  It  was  so  among  the 
farmers  and  mechanics  of  Rensselaerwyck,  as  well 
as  among  the  merchants  and  gentry  in  and  near  the 
City  of  Albany.  The  testimony  of  the  excellent 
Mn.  Grants  in  her  ''Memoin  of  wAsaerican 
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Lady,"  is  appropriate  here.  She  writes  :  "In  die 
society  I  am  describing,  even  the  dark  asjiect  of 
slavery  was  softened  into  a  smile.  And  i  must, 
in  joatice  to  tfie  beat  poaaible  maaten,  txf  diat  a 
great  deal  of  that  tranquilhty  and  comfort,  to  call 
it  by  no  higher  name,  which  distinguished  this  so- 
ciety fi'om  aU  odiets,  waa  owing  to  tlie  relation  be- 
tween master  and  servant  being  better  understood 
here  tlian  in  any  other  place.  Let  me  not  be  de- 
tested as  an  advocate  for  slavery,  when  1  say  that  1 
think  I  have  never  aeen  people  ao  happy  in  senri- 

tude  as  (lie  domestics  of  the  AlbooiaiU.  One  rea- 
son was  that  each  (aouly  had  few  of  them,  and  that 
there  were  no  field  nagroea.  Thejr  would  remind 
one  of  Abraham'a  servants,  who  were  all  bom  in 
the  house,  which  was  exactly  their  case.  They  were 
baptized  too,  and  shared  the  same  religious  instruc- 
tion with  the  children  of  the  bmilf,  and  for  the 
first  years  there  was  little  or  no  difference  with  re- 
gard to  food  or  clothing  between  their  children  and 
those  of  their  masters.  I  have  nowhere  met  with 
instances  of  friendship  more  tender  and  generous 
than  that  which  here  subsisted  between  the  slaves 
and  their  masters  and  mistresses." 

Affectionate  and  fitithful  aa  these  home4»ed 
servants  were  in  general,  there  were  some  in- 
stances, but  very  few,  of  those  who,  through  levity 
of  mind,  or  a  love  of  liquor  or  finely,  betrayed 
their  tmat  or  habitnallj  neglected  their  doty.  In 
these  cases,  after  every  means  had  been  used  tO 
reform  them,  no  severe  punishments  were  inOicted 
at  home.  But  the  teiriUe  sentence,  which  they 
dreaded  worse  than  death,  waa  passed;— they  were 
sold  to  Jamaica. 

One  must  have  lived  among  those  placid  and 
humane  people  to  be  aensible  that  servitude— hope- 
less,  endless  serviuide — tould  eiist  with  so  little 
servility  and  fear  on  the  one  aide^  and  so  little 
hardmesa  or  even  sternness  of  anthority  on  the 
other. 

Amidst  all  this  mihi  and  really  tender  imiulgence 
to  their  negroes,  these  colonists  had  nut  the  small- 
est scruple  of  conscience  with  regard  to  the  right 
by  which  they  held  them  in  subjection.  Had  that 
been  the  case,  their  singular  humanity  would  have 
been  incompatible  with  continued  injustice.  But 
the  truth  is,  that  of  law,  the  generality  of  those 
people  knew  little;  and  of  philosophy,  nothing  at 
alL 

They  sought  their  code  of  molality  in  the 

JUStAt,  and  there  imagined  they  found  this  hap- 
ksa  race  condemned  to  peipetual  slavery;  and 


thought  nothing  remained  for  them  but  to  lighten 
the  chains  of  their  feUow  Christianii,  after  having 
made  them  such. 
Arguments  for  the  right  are  of  small  account  aa 

weighed  against  interest.  The  irrepressible  con- 
flict at  last  came,  and  involved  the  nation  in 
a  cruel,  bloody  and  expensive  civil  war.  It  decided 
that  the  system  of  human  slavery  was  a  national 
evil,  and  cnild  not  be  extended  ami  protected  as  a 
national  inbtiluiion.  Blood  and  iron  in  this  great 
conflict  aevered  the  fetters  of  every  bladt  man  in 

the  land,  and  legalized  slavery  was  Uottcd  for- 
ever from  the  constitution  and  the  laws  of  the 
United  States.  The  people  of  Albany  Coun^  did 
well  their  part  in  this  great  struggle. 

Records  and  statistics  relating  to  the  number  of 
slaves  in  this  county  are  very  incomplete,  and  not 
wholly  rdiable  Those  given  below  are  compiled 
from  census  returns  and  other  sources.  The  same 
may  be  said  of  tlie  enumeration  of  negroes  or 
blacks,  as  the  early  record  did  not  often  distinguish 
the  slaves.  It  may  be  presumed  that  moat  persona 
counted  as  negroes  before  1 8oo  were  slaves. 

The  following  lists  exhibit  all  we  are  able  to 
give  at  this  writing: 

1.  Negroes  in  the  State  census,  including  slaves^ 
in  specified  years:  1790,  25,978;  1800,  31,320; 
1810,  40,350;  i8ao,  39,367;  1830,  44,949"  >^40, 
50^031;  185c,  49>o69;  i8«o,  49>t45;  1870, 
52,549:  i88o,  56, 121. 

2.  Negroes  in  Albany  County,  inclusive  of 
slaves^  in  the  years  specified:  1698,  23;  1714,  213; 
1723,  808;  1731,  1,273;  1737,  1,630;  1749k  1,480; 
1756,  2,119;  1771,  3,877;  '795.  4,094;  1800, 
3,094;  1810,  1,638;  1820,  1,271;  1830,  1,595; 
1840^  1,314;  1850,  1,194;  i860k  939;  1870^  1,095; 
ifiSo,  1,367. 

3.  Colored  persons  in  the  towns  of  Albany 
County  in  1880^  were  as  follows: 

Albany,  1,036;  Berne,  i;  Bethlehem,  91;  CSoey<- 
mans,  59;  Cohoes.  17:  Guilderland,  2;  Knox,  2: 
New  Scotland,  25;  Kensjielaerville,  o;  Watervliet, 
131;  Westerks  3;  total  1,367. 

4.  We  gather  the  following  ceosus  of  daves  in 
this  County  by  towns: 

Albany,  1810,  256;  1S20,  109.  Berne,  1810, 
35;  1820,  30.  BediWwm,  iSio,  137;  1820,  73. 
Coeymans,  1810,  loi;  1820,  36,  Colonic,  1810, 
3a  Guilderland,  1810,  66;  1820,  47.  Rensse- 
laerviil^  1790^  11;  1810^  si;  i8so^  14.  Water- 
vliet, 1790.  730;  1 8 10,  128;  1820,  96.  Westerlo, 
1820^  8.   Total  1790,  741;  1810,  77a;  iSso^  413. 
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HOMICIDES  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


CollaoMd  aud  A.mns«d  I 

1 687  GASPERS^  indicted  for  can*-  I 

ing  the  death  of  bis  negro  girl.  No  ' 

record  of  trial. 

1767. — Jack,  the  negro  of  James  Idling,  in- 
dicted for  murder. 

Two  indictments  against  Sarah  Seedes  for  chiid 

murder. 

t78a — Pomp^  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Bet^ 

both  negro  slaves  of  George  Sharp. 

178a. — Joseph  Bettys,  convicted  of  treason  and 
mmder.  Conditiaaally  pardoned  by  General 
Washington.    Recaptured  for  murder  and  hanged. 

1806.  — Daniel  Chamljers,  Jr.,  inditloJ  for  kill- 
ing Peter  Rofi  Tried  and  convicted  of  man- 
slaughter. Sentenced  to  State  Prison  for  thirteen 
calendar  months. 

George  Van  Derwerken  and  John  C.  Hemstraat 
were  indicted  for  Icilling  I'eier  Roff,  Tried  and 
ac(|uiite(l.  j 

John  Pyc,  innkeeper,  whose  house  was  feloni-  1 
ously  entered  in  tiie  night-time,  shot  and  fatally  I 
tvounded  the  burglar— a  case  of  justifiable  homicide. 

1807.  — ^Benjamin  Gates,  indicted  for  the  murder 
of  an  Indian  named  Joe.    Tried  and  .ic<jiiiltcd. 

iSlI^Isaac  Killan,  indicted  for  manslaughter 
in  the  lint  degree;   Tried  and  acquitted. 

1813. — Thomas  Burns  and  Jo^cph  Mdsher,  in- 
dicted, tried  and  convicted  for  the  murder  of  Joim 
E  Conklin  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged.  Bums 
was  executed.  Moaher  was  respited  by  Governor 
Tompkins  until  the  meeting  of  the  L^slature: 
He  was  subiequently  pardoned. 

1815.  — ^Anson  ^XMner  was  sentenced  to  State 
Prison  for  manslaughter  for  the  term  of  five  years. 

David  Allen,  Jr.,  indicted  for  murder,  was  dis- 
charged by  order  of  the  court 

1816.  — James  Walsh,  conviticd  of  manslaughter. 
x8l8. — James  Uaniillon,   indicted,   tried  and 

convicted  for  tlie  murder  of  Major  iienjamin  Bird- 
salL  He  was  sentenced  to  be  banged.  Executed 
November  6,  1818. 

1820. — ^Jack  Van  Patten,  indicted  for  murder 
and  assault  and  battery.  Tried.  Verdict:  "Not 
guiltjr  of  murder,  but  guil^  of  assault  and  battery 
only."  Sentence;  County  Jail  for  thirty  daya. 


►y  KI.IHHA.  AS.A.CK. 

1813. — ^Robert  Anderson — trial  for  murder— was 

acquitted. 

i8a4. — Barent  iianer,  indicted  for  Itilling  a 
negro  with  a  dub.  Tried,  convicted  and  sen- 
tenced to  Stale  Prison  for  ten  years. 

1825.-  Wi'.li.un  Bell  and  Samuel  Bromley,  in- 
dicted for  nuiij>laughter.  I'ried.  Bromley  was 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  State  Prison  for  ten 
years.    Hell  was  acquitted. 

1S26. — James  Wilson,  indicted  for  the  murder 
of  John  Queen.   Tried  and  aoqnitled. 

Robert  Carhari,  indicted  for  murder,  was  tried 
and  convicted  of  manslaughter.  Sentence:  State 
Prison  for  twelve  years. 

iSsy.— Jesse  Strang,  faidicted,  tried  and  con- 
victed for  the  murder  of  John  Whipple.  He  was 
sentenced  to  deatli,  and  executed  August  24, 
1827. 

Elsie  D.  Whipple,  indicted  as  accessory  before 
the  fact,  fur  the  murder  of  her  husband,  John 
Whipple,   'i  ried  and  acquitted. 

1839. — Geoige  Thomas,  indtelad  for  murder. 
Tried  and  convicted  of  manslaughtviafliesecond 
degree.  Sentenced  to  State  Rriaon  for  seven 
yeari 

183 1.— Jahn  Stayder,  indicled  for  murder.  Con- 
victed of  manslaqghter  and  sentenced  10  State 
Prison  for  two  years. 

William  Wilson,  lor  killing  Thomas  Phitt,  was 
indicled  for  manslanghler.  Convicted  of  an  assault 
and  batter}',  and  sentenced  to  the  County  Jail  for 
three  months. 

William  Lackey,  hidicted  for  the  murder  of  Peto- 
Tunier.  Trici!  and  f  -nnd  guiliy  of  manslaughter 
in  the  third  degree.  Sentenced  to  State  Prison  for 
three  years. 

1833. — Geerge  Sims,  convicted  of  m.uisl.iughter 
in  die  fourth  d^ee.  Sentence:  State  Prison  for 
two  years. 

1835.  — ^Danid  Ril^,  tried  li>r  mnrd«.  Ac- 
quitted. 

1836.  — John  Hamilton,  indicted  for  the  murder 
of  William  Du^^.   Tried  and  acquitted. 

Sally  \nn  Harden,  hidtcted  for  murder.  Tried 
and  acquitted. 


Diyiii^ed  by  Google 


BOiOCiDES  JN  TBE  COm/lT  OF  ALBANT. 


806 


1837.  — Daniel  Murray,  convicted  of  manslaugh- 
ter ia  the  fourth  degree.  Seotence:  Jail  for  for^' 
daja. 

1838.  — Thomas  Rector,  indicted  for  the  murder 
of  Robert  Shepherd  by  striking  him  on  the  head 
with  a  wooden  bar,  fracturing  his  skull.  He  was 
tried  and  ooovicted.  A  new  trial  was  granted,  die 
venue  fixed  at  Ballston,  Saratoga  County,  wlicre 
he  was  convicted  of  manslaughter  in  the  second 
degree.     Sentenced  to  State  Prison  for  seven 

George  Thompson,  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
John  Juhniion  by  striking  him  on  the  head  with  a 
cait-alalc«^  fiactntnig  Us  sknlL  Tried  and  con- 
victed. Sentenced  to  be  Oiecaled;  ooomnited  to 
State  Prison  for  life. 

Jane  Dupang,  indicted  ibr  the  mnider  of  her  in- 
fant  by  drowning.  Tried.  The  jttTjr  did  OOt  agree. 
Prisoner  di>charged. 

1839.  — Isaac  Hallenbake,  indicted  for  man- 
tdanghter  in  the  fimrth  degree^  causing  the  death  of 
Seth  B.  Barman,  under  twelve  years  of  age,  by  ad- 
ministering to  bim  spirituous  liquors.  Acquitted. 

1840.  — ^Jacob  Leadingsi,  indicted  fix  murder — 
lulling  his  wife,  Harriet,  by  shooting  her  with  a 
gun.  I'ried,  convicted  and  sentenced,  Was  exe- 
cuted December  29,  1840. 

Edward  Sooolu,  indicted  for  die  murder  of  Mary 
Jenks.    Tried  and  acquitted. 

1841.  — Henry  P.  Van  Zandt,  indicted  for  mur- 
der.  Tried  and  acquitted. 

Aaron  Hugltes,  indicted  for  murder.  Tried  and 
convicted  of  manslaughter  in  the  second  decree. 
Sentence:  Stale  Prison  for  seven  years  three  months 
and  devcn  dajra. 

Bridget  Hughes,  indicted  kit  murder.  Ar- 
raigned and  discharged. 

1842.  — Louis  Bourgeois,  indicted  for  manslaugh- 
ter in  the  third  degree  by  stabbing  James  Kennedy. 
Tried  and  convicted.  Sentence;  State  Bnon  for 
four  years. 

Christian  Boorlt  killed  bis  wife  by  striking  her  on 

the  bead  with  an  az,  crushing  ber  dtolL  H« 
ended  his  life  by  hanging  himself. 

1845. — Robert  Black  and  Patrick  Markejr,  in- 
dieted  for  manshmghter  in  the  fourth  degree  by 
running  their  sleigh  into  another  sleigh  in  which 
was  Miss  Lydia  Oliver,  who  was  thereby  instantly 
killed.  Tried  and  oonvicled.  Sentence:  State 
Prison  for  two  years. 

Harman  B.  Campbell,  indicted  (6r  manslaogh- 
ter.     1  ricd  and  acquitted. 

George  Wilson,  held  to  bail  for  manslaughter  in 

the  iowtb  degree,  wherdiiy  Mm  Anthony,  of  Co- 
m 


hoes,  was  instantly  killed  by  a  locomotive  miming 
over  her.    Wilson  was  not  indicted. 

1846.  — Charles  Gonche,  Joseph  and  Charies 
Ifolay,  indicted  for  murder  by  shooting  John  Bar- 
roan.  On  trial,  Gouche  was  convicted  of  man- 
slaughter in  the  first  degree  and  sentenced  to  State 
Prison  for  life.   Hie  Ifalays  were  acquitted. 

1847.  — Jeremiah  and  Fngenc  Sullivan,  indicted 
for  the  murderof  James  Smith.  On  trial.Jercmiah 
was  convicted  of  msndaughter  in  the  third  degree. 
Sentence:  State  Prison  for  four  years.  Eugene  was 
acquitted. 

Michael  Teeven  struck  Michael  Walls  on  the 
head  widi  a  stick  of  wood,  causing  deadi  in  a  few 

hours.    Teeven  escaped. 

1848.  — ^John  McGuire,  indicted  for  murder — 
killing,  by  kidcs  and  blows,  James  Connolly.  Tried 
and  acquitted. 

Thomas  Kelly,  a  lunatic,  killed,  by  shooting  and 
stabbing,  James  C.  Mull.  Kelly  died  in  the  State 
Lunatic  A^lum  in  Oneida  County. 

James  Whalen,  for  tlie  murder  of  Peter  Turner, 
by  beating  and  kicking  and  throwing  bim  in  the 
canal,  cansmg  death.    Tried  and  convlclBd  of 
manslaughter  in  die  diird  degree.   Sentence:  Stale 
Prison  for  seven  years. 

George  Erwin,  bailed  for  manslaughter  in  the 
second  degree.  Can  Ibd  no  record  of  trial  or 
acquittal. 

William  Masted  killed  Michael  McGown  by 
stabbing  him  with  a  knifed  Tried.  Convicted 
of  manslaughter  in  the  ddrd  degree.  Sentence: 
State  Prison  for  four  years. 

1849.  — Barney  Leddy,  for  the  murder  of  his 
wife  1^  kicks  and  blow&  Convicted  of  man- 
slaughter in  the  Afst  degree  Sentence:  State 
Prison  for  life. 

Three  unknown  assassins  robbed  and  murdered 
Joseph  N.  Becker.    No  capture. 

John  Robinson,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Chris- 
topher Jocelyn  by  striking  him  on  the  bead  with  a 
heivy  club.  Tried  and  convicted  of  mandaughter 
in  die  second  degree.  Sentence:  Slate  Prison  for 
seven  years. 

Eseck  Carr,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  his  wife, 
Jane,  by  poison.    Tried  and  acquitted. 

1850.  — Reuben  Dunbar,  indicted  for  the  mur- 
der of  two  small  boys,  Stephen  V.  and  David  L. 
Lester.  T^ed,  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be 
hanged.    Executed  January  31,  iS'51. 

John  S.  Jackson,  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
his  mother-in-law,  Maigaret  Thompson.  Tried 
and  convicted.  Sntenoed  to  State  Prison  for 
four  years. 
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1 85 1. — In  the  night-time,  one  or  more  assassins 
killed,  by  kick*  and  blowi,  Harriet  Smith.  No 
capture. 

.John  Osbora  kiUed,  b/  beating  widi  a  aton^ 

Teunis  S.  Slingerland.    Osbom  escapc  i. 

Suaan  Ga}nor,  Ibr  maaslaugbter  in  the  iuunli  de- 
gree Sentenced  to  the  BsnHentiaiy  for  six  montba. 

John  Muorc  killed  hia  «^  Elizabeth,  by  shoot- 
ing her,  tearing  off  the  upper  part  of  her  skall.  He 
tbea  shot  himsell',  causing  instant  death. 

185a.— Patridt  McEnroe  killed,  bf  kicking  and 
beating,  Thomas  Cassidy.  Tried.  Convicted  of 
manslaughter  in  the  ttiini  dcgiee,  Sentence:  Slate 
Prison  Tor  two  years. 

James  Moore,  indicte<i  for  murder — killing  his 
wife,  Elizabeth.  Tried  and  convicted  of  man- 
slaughter in  the  third  degree.  Sentence:  State 
Prison  for  two  yean. 

John  Hendanon,  convicted  of  manslaughter  in 
die  thiid  degm:   Sentence:  State  Prison  for  two 

JCMSk 

1853.  — ^John  Hendrickson.  Jr.,  indicted  for  the 
murder  of  his  wife,  Mari.a,  by  administering  to  her 
poison.  Tried  and  convicted.  Sentenced  to  be 
hanged.   Executed  May  4,  1854. 

Richard  Dyness,  indicted  for  manslaughter  in 
the  fourth  degree.  Ined,  convicted,  and  sen- 
tenced to  tire  Penitentiary  for  four  months. 

1854.  — John  H.  Fhdpai,  indicted  for  die  mnr- 
der  of  his  wife,  by  stabbing  ln-r  with  a  dirk.  Tried, 
convicted  and  sentenced  to  b«  executed.  Com- 
muted to  State  Prison  for  life. 

John  H.  Hotaling  stabbed  William  Gibson, 
causing  his  death.  Tried.  Convicted  and  sen- 
tenced for  manslaughter  in  the  third  degree.  Sent 
to  State  Maon  for  foor  ytara. 

Catharine  Slingerland,  an  imbecile,  killed  her 
in&mt.  Indicted  for  murder.  Pleaded  guilty  of 
mamlengfater  in  die  fomdi  degree.  Sentenced  to 
die  Penitentiary  for  one  year. 

1855.  — John  Dunnigan.  indicted  for  murder- 
killing  his  wife,  Catharine.  Tried  and  convicted. 
Sentenced  to  be  hanged.  Commoted  to  State 
Maon  for  life. 

William  McCrossin,  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
Michael  Brennan,  by  shooting  him  with  a  pistol, 
ceasing  instant  death.    Tried  and  acquitted. 

1856.  — Patrick  T.ane,  indicted  for  manslaughter 
in  the  second  degree,  by  kicking  and  beating, 
cnnaing  die  death  of  James  Carlin.  Tried  and 
convicted    Sentence:  State  Prison  for  four  years. 

Francis  McCann,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  his 
wifei  Agnes,  by  striking  her  on  tiic  head  with  an 
ex.  Anaigned.   Pleaded  gnlltjr  of  manahnghier 


in  die  first  degree.  Sentenced  to  State  Prison  for 

life. 

John  Cumnungs,  indicted  for  murder,  by  shoot- 
ing widi  a  gun  Frederick  StompC  Tried  and  con- 
victed. Sentenced  id  lie  tvetuted.  Commuted 
to  State  Prison  for  life  by  Governor  King.  Par- 
doned by  Governor  Fenloo, 

James  Carney,  iodlded  for  the  murder  of  Patrick 
Carroll  by  throwing  stones  and  otherwise  beating 
hiiu,  causing  his  death.  Pleaded  guilty  of  man- 
alaagkter  in  die  first  degree.  Sentenced  to  Stale 
Prison  for  Kfe. 

AssaasiMii  unknown,  killed  Mrs.  Anastatia  Bul- 
ger. 

1857.  — Robert  Morrison,  indicted  for  man- 
slaughter, by  keeping  bears  on  a  public  thorough- 
iiare,  whereby  one  John  Uocy  and  an  Indian 
named  Joseph  Harney  were  killed.   Tried  and 

acquitted. 

Susan  .\nihony,  indicted  for  murder — stranghng 
her  infant.  Tried  and  convicted  of  manslaughter 
in  the  first  degree.   Sentenced  to  Stale  Maon  for 

life. 

1858.  — Robert  Morrison,  Jr.,  held  to  bail  for 
manslaughter  in  die  third  degree.   No  record  of 

trial  found. 

Michael  Naughton,  a  boy,  indicted  for  murder — 
killing,  by  st^ibbing  in  tiie  breast  with  a  knife, 
Joeeph  CrCaUafl^  Jr.  Pleaded  goll^  of  man- 
slaughter  in  the  foartb  decree.  Seatenoed  to  the 
House  of  Refuge. 

Thomas  N.  Fiands^  indided  for  the  mnider  of 
Rachel  Hilton,  by  beating  her  with  a  bar  of  wood. 
Tried.   Verdict:  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  fiiat 
degree.    Sentence:  Stale  Prison  for  life. 

Jolm  Wilson,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  Patrick 
McCarty,  by  striking  him  on  the  head  with  a 
hatchet  Tried  and  convicted.  Sentenced  to  be 
eiecntod.  Gommnted  to  State  Priatm  for 

1858.  — Mary  Hartung,  indicted  for  the  murder 
of  her  liusliand,  Kmil  Hartung,  by  administering 
poison  to  him.  Tried,  convicted  and  sentenced 
to  be  exacated.  Froceedfaigaattyed.  Diadiaigcd. 

William  Rheinmann,  indicted  as  aocesMXy  for 
the  murder  of  Emil  Hartung.  Tried  and  ac- 
quitted. 

1859.  >-08odia  Maadn,  indicted  ibr  canring  the 

death  of  a  young  woman  pregnant  wi'.h  child,  bv 
abortion.  Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the 
second  degree.  Sentence:  State  Prison  for  foor 
years. 

Catharine  Messer.  causing  the  death  of  an  infant 
by  giving  it  poison  in  porridge.  P'lnd  no  record 
of  trial 
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Jefferson  W.  Bennett,  indicted  for  die  murder  of 

Robert  Morrisim.    Tried  and  acquitted. 

Michael  O'Brien,  indicted  for  the  murder  of 
his  wife  by  beating  her.    Tried  and  convicted. 
Sentenced  to  be  eiecated    Esecvted  Jane  3, 

1859. 

John  Osborn.  iiuHcled  for  murder.  Pleaded 
guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  foarth  degree.  Scn- 
tctiLcd  to  the  Penitentiary  for  one  year. 

John  Irvin,  indicted  for  murder,  by  beating  his 
wife  witii  a  club.  Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter 
in  the  second  degree.  Sentence:  State  Friioa  for 
four  years. 

Adam  Murray,  indicted  for  murder — killing  John 
QUiiO  by  stabbing  bim  with  a  kniie.  Pleaded 
gvihy  of  manslaughter  in  the  second  degree.  Sen- 
tence: State  Prison  for  four  years. 

i8<kx — ^John  McCotter,  indicted  for  ihc  murder 
of  Thomas  OUallotan  by  stabbmg  hfan  with  a 
•        chisel.     Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the 
Aird  degree.    Sentenced  to  State  Prison  for  two 
years. 

Terence  I^eavy,  indicted  for  the  murder  of 

Michael  Burk  by  stabbing  him  with  a  knife, 
Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  third  degree. 
Sentence:  State  Prison  Ibr  three  jreaisL 

1 86 1. — Walter  Barrett,  indicted  for  the  murder 
of  Terence  Boyle  by  stabbing  him  with  a  knife. 
Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  tliird  degree. 
Sentence:  State  Prison  ibr  three  years  and  eight 
months. 

1863. — Michael  Hewson,  indicted  for  the  mur- 
der of  Thomas  CbsteQo  liy  stabbing  liim  with  a 
knilib  Pleaded  guil^  of  manslaughter  in  the 
second  degree.  Sentence:  State  Prison  for  two 
years  and  ciglit  months. 

1863.  — William  J.  Chnich,  indicted  for  the 
murder  of  his  wife.  Ann.  by  stabbing  her  with  a 
knife.  Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  sec- 
ond degree.  Sentence:  State  Prison  for  twenty 
years. 

Patrick  Flynn,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  John 
N.  Colbum  by  striking  him  on  the  head  with  a 
heavy  stav&  Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in 
the  second  degree:  Sentence:  State  Prison  for 
seven  years. 

Matthew  Bramagfann,  hidicted  for  die  morder 
of  Charies  Phillips  by  shooting  him  with  a  pistol. 

Tried  and  acquited. 

1864.  — Mackey  Dunnigan,  indicted  for  the 
murder  of  John  CtaatM  by  shooting  him  with  a 

pistol.  Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the 
third  degree.  Sentence:  State  Prison  for  two  years 
and  two  montha, 


Bridget  and  David  MoCarty,  hidicted  for  the 
murder  of  Bfidiaet  Gilmartin  by  beating  him  with 
a  stoNT  cover  and  a  stone  or  brick-bat   No  record 

of  trial. 

George  E.  Gordon,  indicted  for  mwder  fai  kill- 
ing Owen  'I  hompson  by  beating  him  with  a  club. 
Arraigned  and  tried.  Convicted  of  murder.  Sen- 
tenced to  be  executed.  Exceptions  taken  and 
carried  to  the  Supreme  ( .urt  and  Court  of  Appeals; 
Final  sentence:  .State  Prison  for  life. 

John  P.  G^rdell,  Philip  Damp,  and  Frederick 
Stamps  indicted  ibr  manshinghter  in  die  that  degree, 
by  causing  the  death  of  the  wife  of  Frederick 
Damp  by  inflicting  upon  her  blows  and  otherwise 
bmtal  treatment  Acqnitted. 

Da%id  Crawley,  indicted  for  murder.  Tried. 
'  Verdict:  guilty  of  ma'nsliuightcr  in  the  second  do* 
gree.    .Sentence:  Slate  Prison  for  seven  years. 

1865. — Some  four  or  five  persons  were  snspeded 
of  throw  ing  the  missile  that  struck  John  McTnner- 
ney  on  the  head,  fracturing  liis  skull  and  causing 
bis  deadi  a  lew  days  after  the  fetal  deed.  The 
criminal  was  never  captured. 

i8^'6. — Midiael  Chestnutt.  without  felonious 
intent,  struck  John  Hanna  a  blow  with  bis  fist, 
causing  him  to  All,  striMng  his  head  'agafaist  some 
hnni  substance,  fracturing  his  skull,  of  which 
I  injury  he  died.  Chestnutt  was  indicted  for  msii* 
slaughter  in  the  first  degree.  Convicted  of  man- 
daughter  in  the  fourth  degree.  Sentenced  to  pay 
a  penalty  of  fifty  dollars, 

Judson  W.  Palmer,  indicted  for  murder.  On 
trial  die  jniy  did  not  agree  upon  a  verdict  Dis- 
charged. 

1867. — George  W.  Col^  indicted  for  the  mur- 
der of  Hon.  L  Harris  Hiscock  by  siKWting  him 
with  a  pistol.  The  jniy  did  not  agree.  On  the 
second  trial  the  prisoner  was  acquitted. 

1S69. — Henry  Trainor,  indicted  for  manshkagfa- 
ter  in  the  second  d«gn^  for  killing  John  Douielly. 
Tried  and  convided.  Sentence:  Penttentuny  for 
one  year. 

1870. — Ix)rcnzo  Murphy,  indicted  for  man- 
slaufl^iter  in  the  aeoond  degree.  Sentence:  Feni* 

tentiar)'  for  one  year. 

Robert  Pickett,  indicted  for  murdei.  On  trial 
the  Jury  was  wMidrawD  and  the  prisoner  dis- 
charged. 

John  O'Neil.  indicted  for  murder.  Pleaded 
guilty  ut  manslaughter  in  the  third  degree.  Sen- 
tence: House  of  Refiige. 

1  I . T,''mti'>l  P.  \''an  Hoesen,  killed  his  wlfe^ 
Harriet  A.,  by  beating  her  head  with  a  stew-pan, 
ftactoring  her  skidL  The  prisoner  was  decfend 
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insane.  A  few  yttn  loBBOt  hm  oommittied  nidde 
at  Omaha,  Neb. 

1873. — ^William  Wilcox,  indicted  for  murder  of 
John  Sdb  by  ahooling  him  wiOi  a  platoL  Tried. 

Convicted  of  manslaui^hter  in  the  rourth  dcgCCe. 
Sentence:  State  Prison  for  four  yearK 

Miduwl  Hifford,  convicted  of  manslaughter  in 
the  third  degree.    Sentence:  House  of  Refuge. 

1873.  — Emil  Lowenstein,  indicted  for  the  mur- 
der of  John  D.  Weston,  by  shooting  him  with  a 
pistol  Tried  and  convicted.  Sentence:  death  bf 
hanging.    Kxecuted  April  10,  1874. 

Margaret  Lyons,  indicted  for  the  murder  of  an 
ittfimt  hf  adminiatering  phosphomn  Pleaded 
guilty  of  manslaagfater  in  the  ibutfa  degree.  Sen- 
tenced to  State  Prison  for  one  year. 

1874.  — David  Landers  was  tried  for  killing 
Thomaa  Van  Aenam  by  Uttfng  him  on  the  bead 
with  a  stone.  Verdict:  guilty.  Sentenced  to  pay 
a  penalty  of  one  buodred  doUai& 

1875.  — Radwt  Bartell,  indicted  lor  causing 
death  by  abortion.  Tried  and  convicted.  Sen- 
tenced to  the  Penitcntiarj-  for  eighteen  months. 

John  ikrrett,  indicted  for  killing  Ira  B.  Moseiy 
by  stabbing  him  with  a  earring  knile  in  dm  Iweaat; 
penetrating  a  lung.  Find  no  tecoid  of  trial  or 
acquittal 

1876.  — Lewis  Tbeus,  indicted  ibr  murder  in  the 
first  degiee  by  throwing  a  bntcher'a  knifi^  striking 

John  Gresser,  aged  fourteen  years,  causinjr  death. 
Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  third  degree. 
Sentenced  to  the  Penitentiary  for  three  years. 

Mary  A,  McDonald,  indicted  f'*i  manslaughter 
in  the  third  degree  for  shooting  her  husband,  Rol>- 
ert  McDonald.    Tried  and  acquitted. 

1877.  — Edward  Scully  killed  John  Davis  by 
stabbing  him  with  a  knife.  Scully  escaped  c^h 
tore. 

1878.  — ^Danid  Van  Denaen,  indicted  Ibr  murder 
in  the  first  degree  by  stabbing  with  a  knife  Philip 
Hyde.  Pleaded  guilty  of  murder  in  the  second 
d^;ree.    Sentence:  Sute  Prison  for  life. 

1879.  — John  C  Hughes,  indicted  ibr  murder  m 

the  first  degree  by  stabbinjj  William  J.  Hadley 
widi  a  kniHe,  causing  death.  Tried.  Verdict:  mur- 
der in  the  second  degree:  Sentenced  to  State 
Prison  for  lilie. 

Hclairc  Latromouille,  indicted  for  murder  in 
the  Arst  degree  by  stabbing  with  a  knife  Cath- 
erine Dnnsbach.  Tried.  Verdict:  guilty  of  mur- 
der in  the  first  degree.  Sentence:  death  by  hanging. 
Executed  August  ao,  1879. 

Thomas  MaUon,  indicted  for  murder  in  die  first 
degree      dwoting  his  wi%  Ann,  with  »  gun. 


Tried  and  convicted  of  manslaughter  in  the  fourdi 

degree.    Sentence:  State  Prison  for  two  years. 

Person  unknown  murdered  Stephen  Dugan. 

1880.— William  McNeal,  indicted  for  murder  in 
the  first  degree,  by  stabbing  with  -x  knif^  hls  wife 
Catharine.  Tried.  Verdict:  murder  in  the  second 
degree.   Sentence:  State  Prison  fat  liie. 

Hiram  G.  Briggs,  indicted  for  murder  in  the  first 
degree  by  shooting  Krskine  Wood.  On  motion, 
the  indictment  was  quashed.  The  prisoner  was 
arraigned  on  a  new  indictment  similar  to  the 
former.  Pleaded  guilty  of  manslaiiphtcr  in  the 
third  degree.  Sentenced  to  the  Peniteniiaxy  for 
two  years. 

Charles  Burt  killed,  by  shooting  with  a  pistol, 
Catharine  Smith.  Ue  immediately  shot  and  killed 
himselil 

1883.  — William  Dyer,  imfleted  ibr  manshraghter 

in  the  second  degree  by  carelessly  driving  a  two- 
horse  team  attached  to  a  truck  wagon,  and  running 
over  a  small  boy  named  Charles  Cook,  causing  his 
death.  Tried  and  convicted.    Sentenced  to  the 

Penitentiarv      one  \e;ir. 

Person  or  persons  unknown  killed  Michael  Bio- 
fbre. 

1884.  — Peter  Edwards  killed  Us  wife,  Cornelia, 
by  beating  her  with  a  hammer  and  stabbinp  her 
with  a  butcher's  knife.  He  inflicted  injuries  upon 
Mmsdforwhichhedied. 

Catharine  Schrciver,  wife  nf Christopher  Schrei ver, 
in  one  night  killed  four  of  her  children  by  cutting 
didr  throats.  She  tfwn  caused  her  remaining 
child,  a  daughter  nine  years  of  age,  to  accompany 
her  to  a  place  half  a  mile  distant  on  the  New  York 
Central  Railroad,  known  as  Black  Kock,  where 
the  affirigbted  diild,  in  obedience  to  dm  stem 
command  of  her  cni/ccd  motlier,  sat  upon  the  rail, 
while  the  mother  prostrated  herself  acrOM  Ae  rail- 
road track.  Soon  the  down  tndn  came  rapidly, 
decapitating  the  mother  and  so  mangling  the  ^  liild 
that  she  too  wa.?  soon  numbered  with  the  dead. 

Michael  Downey,  indicted  for  murder  in  the 
first  degree  by  siiootfaig  with  a  pistol,  Dennis  Dea- 
mitnd.  Arraigned.  Pleaded  guilty  nf  murckr  in 
the  second  de^ee,  and  was  sentenced  to  State 
Prison  for  life. 

\\\  Kay,  indicted  for  murder  in  the  first  deg^ree 
by  shooting  Wee  Kcc.  Both  were  Chinese.  Ar- 
raigned and  tried.  Convicted  for  murder  in  the 
second  degree.  Sentenced  to  State  Prison  for 
twenty  years, 

Mnk  Maigaret  Ahern,  indicted  for  murder  in 
the  second  degree  by  malidonsly  pushing  Peter 
Clark  oflT  a  stoop,  causing  instant  death.  Triad. 
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Vefdkt:  manslaughter  in  the  MCOnd  degRC  Sbd- 
tence:  Penitentiary  for  three  years. 

Assassin  unknown  killed  James  Lanison. 

Elisha  Mack,  who  itxlustriously  and  confcicntiously 
compiled  this  paper  on  •'Homicides  in  Albany  Co.,"  it 
able  to  give  a  OMie  erteadcd  history  of  most  of  tkm.  He 
has  also  written  out,  very  fuUy,  th<-  fiivt^ry  of  other  noted 
criminah  fai  this  city  and  county,  mtny  of  whom  were 
brought  to  juUice  by  his  own  detuctivr  skill,  uhi'.c  he  w.is 
(far  oearly  twenty  years)  on  the  Police  force.  No  man  ever 
Md  Oda  trust  with  moro  failesiity,  rad  faw  widi  mate 
■ooepiance.  The  Police  records,  kept  by  those  high  minded 
Folke  Magistrates— Cole,  Kane,  Comstock  and  Loveridf»— 
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Icstiry  'i>  Ills  s^iv;aLily  and  skill  In  making;  iinporl.itit  arrests, 
and  bnnging  to  light  cunningly  bidden  iniquity.  Want  of 
space  ytewlsitHwiliMeillBH  some  sf  Us  mreloM  de- 
tails, told,  as  he  tdls  them,  with  rem  irk  able  clearness  and 
delicacy.  If  they  could  be  printed  ia  book  form  the  record 
would  l)c  valualilf  to  the  police,  the  lawyer  and  the  Court* 
everywhere,,  Mr.  Mack  was  bom  in  Windsor,  Berkshire 
Catmty,  Miiiicliiiwth,  Rfaraafjr  7,  iSit.  He.  came  to 
Albany  io  1816,  and  still  lives  aamig  «s,  active  and  Mg^y 
respected,  in  hi*  75th  year. 

It  IS  worthy  of  note  that  the  nuirlxT  of  niunlers  is  vt-ry 
small  for  a  county  so  old,  and  with  so  large  a  population 
aiede  «pef  peopk  «r  sudhwied  aeliHHditf  and  panoft. 
The  number  convicted,  sentenced,  and  punished  with  the 
estreme  penally,  is  also  remarkably  small. 


TRAVEL  AND  TRANSPORTATION  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


THE^ativelndbn,  inhisjoumeytngs,  had  mark* 
cd  out  his  paths  by  the  touiT>cs  of  the  streams, 
by  the  peaks  of  the  hill.s,  and  obser\'ations  of  the  sun, 
moon  and  stars.  We  have  named  them  Indian  trails, 
and  early  Eoropean  hoatari,  Inqipen  and  aetden 
found  them  very  useful.  When  the  Indian  came 
to  navigable  waters  he  paddled  his  light  canoe, 
which  he  took  up  when  be  came  to  dangerous 
rapids  or  wished  to  cross  from  one  water  to  another, 
and  launched  in  the  desired  place  in  his  route. 

When  the  early  immigrants  from  Holland  came 
to  this  ooontrjr,  they  came  np  the  Hndson  in  the 
sailing  craft  of  their  time.  The  Dutch  knew  how 
to  construct  and  navigate  ships.  The  water-way 
between  New  Amateidam  and  Fort  Orange,  after- 
wards New  York  and  Albany,  was  much  traveled 
by  the  early  adventuret^  in  the  fur  trade;  by  colonial 
farmers,  settlers,  and  speculators  of  every  name;  by 
cnrioM  tnvden;  and  by  public  fimctionariea  of  the 
Fatroons,  of  the  Dutch  Wett  India  Company,  and  of 
the  English  crown.  All  came  and  went  in  canoes, 
batteaux,  rafts,  or  some  kind  of  ship.  Trade  was 
carried  on  in  the  nne  way ;  and  the  tnde,  of  bring- 
ing supplies  for  a  {h  ojiIc  wliosc  chief  business 
was  banting  and  trading,  whose  manufactures  and 
fanning  were  of  the  most  shnple  kind,  was  laige. 
It  took  in  ntoni,  to  the  New  York,  West  India 
and  European  marts,  furs,  peltries,  ami.  after  a 
time,  the  surplus  products  of  the  forest  and  farms. 
In  all  the  yean  from  die  diacoveiy  of  the  Hudson 
to  the  war  for  American  independence,  the  carriages  I 
and  the  carrying,  both  by  land  and  water,  were 
casenttaUy  die  same.  Most  of  setdeawnis  hen- 
•bonls  were  fion  Ae  Atlantic  wateis  aloqg  op  die 


I  Hudson  River  and  die  Mohawk.  Those  who 

dwelt  a  little  way  off  from  them  Oi  other  waters, 
;,'rit  to  them,  when  necessity  or  profit  impelled, 
either  on  foot,  bearing  their  bearable  burdens  on 
their  backs,  or  osbig  the  mdesbconvejranoes  diat 
ox  or  horse  ever  dragged  or  drew. 

Some  improvements  m  carriages  were  introduced 
by  the  English  in  the  later  colonial  period  and 
especially  by  those  who  came  from  New  England. 
But  the  best  of  these,  rude  as  tliey  were  compared 
with  those  of  to-day,  were  few  and  owned  only  by 
the  wealthy.  The  enormous  carts  or  wagons  whidi 
the  early  immigrants  from  New  England  used  in 
which  to  bring  their  families  and  their  household 
goods,  created  amazement  and  amusement  to  the 
nadves  along  die  Hndson  and  the  Mohawk.  Bat 
these  moving  Saxons  from  "the  E.xstern  States'' 
brought  ideas  with  them  and  cute  ways  of  doing 
things.  Heavy  wagcMu  weie  need  for  transporta- 
tion in  this  vicinity  during  the  revolutionary  war; 
but  the  lighter  travel  was  pursued  on  horseback  or 
on  foot,  for  long  journeys.  For  some  years  after 
the  dawnmg  of  the  present  century,  there  were  no 
light  wagons  in  the  new  settlements  and  no  roads 
for  them.  The  dominie  made  his  parish  visits  on 
horseback;  the  doctor  visited  his  distant  patients 
on  horseback,  carrying  his  medicines  in  saddl^bagi; 
and  the  lawyer,  taking  his  green  bag,  rode  to  court 
on  borsebacL  Social  visits  were  interchanged 
between  friends  residing  at  remote  distances  in 
I  this  same  way.  Church-goers  in  neighboring 
towns  came  on  horsebacit,  several  miles,  to  attend 
service  in  Albany,  taking  all  day  and  often  q>end- 
tng  the  nii^t  widi  friends.  The  same  home  carried 
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the  irife^  ahting  on  the  pillion  behind  the  husband, 
and  frequently  an  infant  for  baptism.  When  they 
could  not  ride,  purcnis  and  older  sons  and  daugh- 
tecB  often  walked  long  distances  to  do  an  importaiit 
enand,  to  vWt  friends,  or  to  listen  to  their  pnstnr's 
Sabbath  instractions.  In  one  or  the  other  of  these 
ways  the  griat  wm  taken  to  mill,  the  fleece  to  the 
wool-carder  and  clothier,  wd  the  little  taiplus 
produce  to  the  city  merchant. 

Time  maiies  many  changes  to  meet  the  require- 
ments and  necessities  of  mankind.  New  inven- 
tions to  icotuitnizc  domcj<tic  affairs  and  li'  lighten 
the  burdens  of  toil  were  sought ;  many  rude  im- 
pgrovenente  were  the  lesatt  New  and  better  con- 
veTaooes,  first  used  by  the  more  prosperous  citizen, 
were  introduced,  while  the  laborer  back  in  the 
forest  long  continued  to  ride  in  his  rudely  con- 
structed cart,  often  dmwn  bjra  jpoke  of  osen.  1 

When  the  carriage  and  toath  made  their  appear- 
ance for  the  aristocracy,  the  farmer  was  usually 
content  in  the  comfort  he  realized  from  the  rude 
wagon,  the  workmanship  of  home  skill.  All  these 
vehicles  were  improved  to  nicc-t  the  demand  of 
progress.  The  years  that  followed  the  hrst  quarter 
of  this  centnrjr  iHtnesaed  rapid  strides  in  better 
facilities  for  intercommunication  and  tfie  convey- 
ances for  travel  and  transportation 

Travel  from  Albany  to  distant  points  began  to 
amnme  oonaidembk  |>irop(»tions  as  new  fidds  of 
enterprise  were  opened.    Increase  of  popuI.itioTi, 
the  multiplied  demands  of  agriculture,  manufac-  i 
tares  and  home  industries,  brooghta  corresponding 
increase  in  travel,  trade,  and  other  branches  of 
business  which  contribute  to  prosperity,  .\mong 
tlie  first  considerations  of  a  practical  kind  was  to  j 
And  a  market  for  snrplns  agricoltural  prodacts 
and  manufacture?!^    These  found  a  natural  outlet  ' 
bjr  the  river,  and  commodities  were  usually  shipped 
upon  it  by  sloops  or  schooners.   Trade  was  open- 
ing beyond  Albany  westward,  along  the  Mohawk 
vallev  to  lohnstown  and  even  to  Cherry  Valley.  ' 
Roads  mu:»t  be  made.     At  hrst  they  naturally 
followed  the  Indian  trails.   Those  from  thenordi 
and  west  were  by  five  routes  centering  in  Albany. 
In  time  they  were  improved  and  used  as  wagon 
roads  by  earlj  travelers,  and  served  daring  the 
revoladon  for  transporting  supplies  and  for  other 
military  purposes. 

The  earliest  traveled  route,  as  has  been  said, 
between  Albany  and  New  Yoik  was  by  the  Hudson 
River.  In  1785,  the  Legislature  granted  to  Isaac 
Van  Wyck,  Talmage  Hall  and  John  Kinney,  the 
exclusive  right  to  drive  stage  wagons  on  the  east 
side  of  the  river  ibr  the  tern  of  ten  years. 


The  fine  was  fixed  at  four-pence  a  mile.  A  year 
later,  communication  with  Sprinirfielfl,  Mass.,  was 
opened,  and  in  1789  a  stage  commenced  running 
to  Lansingbuigh. 

Public  wasjon  roads.  ah>>ut  1790,  were  opened 
for  travel  east ;  also  to  Wbitestown  on  the  west, 
which  soon  extended  to  the  Genesee  countiy. 
llius  was  a  new  idea  suddenly  brought  to  the  no- 
tice of  active  men,  from  which  tin  v  liopic!  to  realize 
success  in  new  enterprises.  Among  the  first  was 
a  line  of  stages  by  way  of  Schenecmdy  to  Johns- 
town, Can.ijoharie,  Fort  Plain  and  Warren.sbush. 
In  1790,  the  Legislature  granted  to  Ananias  Piatt 
the  ezdurive  riglit  to  run  a  stage  between  Albany 
and  I^n.singl)urgh.  In  1791,  a  stage  route  was  ex- 
tended by  the  Ixgislature  to  liennington,  V't.  In 
1793,  aline  of  stages  was  established  from  Albany 
to  Wbitestown,  performing  the  journey  once  in  two 
weeks.  In  the  .'•prinf^  of  1793,  Moses  Beal  carried 
passengers  from  Albany  to  Canajoharie  once  a 
week ;  the  &re  was  three  cents  a  mile.  About 
this  time  John  Hudson  established  an  oppoaition 
line  to  ."Schenectady  ;  fare,  four  shillings.  A  line 
connecting  Albany  with  the  Connecticut  River  Val- 
ley was  soon  started.  In  1794,  Mr.  Flatt  ran  his 
stage  between  Lansingburgh  and  Albany  twice  a 
day.  So  great  was  the  increase  in  travel,  that  in  the 
winter  of  1795  number  of  daily  trips  was  six  ; 
and  hi  the  summer  of  1796,  it  was  neoessaiy  to 
employ  twenty  stapes-  diily  between  Watcrford, 
I.ansingburgh,  Troy  and  Albany,  averaging  more 
than  one  hundred  and  fiify  passengers  daily.  The 
mails  in  1 79^>.  were  earned  between  Albany  and 
Philadelphia  in  three  days.  This  year  tlicrc  were 
five  post  routes  centering  in  Albany.  1  he  fare 
to  New  York  was  reduced  from  ten  to  eight 
dollars. 

After  the  war  of  the  revolution,  tliere  was  genera] 
activity  in  the  direction  of  internal  improvements. 
Tlie  great  object  was  to  connect  existing  liit^iiwaja 
with  the  Mohawk  River,  extend  trade  to  other 
places,  and  bring  the  products  west  of  Schenectady 
to  Albany,  and  thence  to  New  York  for  a  market 
The  Mohawk  not  affordini;  a  continuous  route, 
on  account  of  the  Cohoes  Falls,  to  obviate  this  ob- 
struction, and  to  secure  a  more  economical  and 
expeditious  method,  the  Noidiem  Inland  Lock 
and  Navigation  Company  was  organized  as  early 
as  1790,  followed  in  1793  by  the  Western  Inland 
Lodt  Navigation  Company,  to  eonnecC  the  central 
lakes  with  the  Mohawk.  Philip  Schuyler  was 
president,  and  Barent  Bleecker  was  treasurer ; 
Elkanah  Watson  and  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  were 
active  in  the  emeipiise.   In  1794^  $40^000  woitii 
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of  furs  and  peltries  were  received  by  one  Albany 
house  from  Western  compioies,  and  iradc  \s;vs  in- 
craMing  rapidly.  Tlie  hoivy  lumbering  wagons 
witbtbeirli^ar  and  six  hcirses,  loaded  with  tons  of 
produce  and  merchandiM'.  fi  n med  a  line  on  this 
road  not  unlike  an  Eastern  caravan.  It  is  recorded 
that,  in  the  winter  oT  1795,  one  thoiuand  two 
hundred  sleighs  passed  through  this  city  in  three 
days  with  emigrants  to  the  Genesee  Valley- 
They  were  from  New  England— anceston  (rf*  the 
prosfieruus  cili/ens  of  the  flirins  and  shops  of  West- 
ern New  York.  They  soon  had  abunilant  products 
to  sell  and  demanded  a  highway  of  trade.  It  was  | 
for  the  interest  of  Albuiy  and  New  York  that  it  be  | 
made.  F<ill<>\ving  the  enterprise  of  a  few  public  ] 
benefactors,  improved  facilities  for  transportation 
on  the  Mohawk  to  Schenectady  were  undeitaiien. 
In  1 797.  was  incorporated  the  Albany  and  Sche- 
nectady Turnpike,  then  one  of  the  tn<>st  important 
roads  in  the  Sute.  It  became  tiie  leading  highway 
for  travel  and  traffic  connected  with  the  wonderfbl 
progress  then  developing  in  the  western  part  of  the 
State,  opening  lateral  outlets  of  vast  importance. 
This  road  continued  to  be  profitably  patronized 
until  the  opening  of  the  £iie  Canal  in  1813,  when 
its  usefulness  ami  jirofit  were  diminished.  The 
Hudson  and  Mohawk  Railroad  in  1832  wa^  a  great 
competitor.  Tninpikes  became  an  enterpriae  in 
which  capitalists  eagerly  invested.  They  were  a 
great  improvement  upon  the  old  roads;  but  few  of  \ 
them  proved  profitable  to  the  stockholder,  and 
aeveial  of  them  are  now  abandoned. 

The  trade  that  ccnteied  in  SdienecUdy  was  a 
source  of  rivaliy.  To  obtain  a  ahaieof  the  business 
and  to  secure  a  portion  of  this  coveted  treaaore, 
the  Troy  and  Schenectady  Turnpike  was  iaoorpo- 
rated  in  1H06,  which,  after  a  lew  rears  of  sucressfid 
operation,  shared  llie  late  ot  other  similar  roads. 
Travel  «id  freight  have  been  diverted  to  other 
method^  and  are  now  coovqred  by  the  agency  of 
steam. 

In  1798,  the  Legislature  chartered  the  Ldbanon 
and  Albany  Turnpike;  in  1799  the  first  company 
of  the  Hreat  Wcsteiii  Turnpike  was  chartered;  in 
1&04  llie  Iklhlehem  Turnpike;  and  in  1805  tlie 
Albany  and  Debtware  Turnpike  A  turnpike  on 
the  west  side  of  the  river  to  Catskill  was  chartered 
about  this  time.  Ail  these  roads  bad  in  view  the 
conoentmtion  of  tnvd  to  Albany,  and  for  many 
yean  Albany  was  the  starting  point  of  a  score  of 
stage  lines,  and  mail  routes  diverged  in  all  direc- 
lious,  extending  west  as  far  as  Buffalo. 

Afier  iSoo^  until  the  completion  ol  the  canal, 
tmvd  and  tnnqMMtation  to  BttAlo  and  other  points 


were  exclusively  performed  by  heavy  wagoos  drawn 

by  four  or  six  horses. 

After  the  completion  of  the  canal,  Albany  became 
a  great  highway  for  travel;  for  many  years  the 
packet  boats  were  well  jiatronized,  as  they  offered 
tiie  passengers  many  conifoiis,  and  facilitated 
aodal  enjoyment.  The  fint  padcet  boat  on  the 
canal,  direct  from  Albany,  that  visited  Buffalo  was 
the  lienjamin  Wright,  which  arrived  October  29, 
1835.  The  eventwas  duly  cdd)rated  in  that  village. 

In  181 1,  a  line  of  stages  was  started  from  Albaiqr 
to  reach  Niagara  Falls  in  three  days,  thence  tO 
Buflfalo.    The  fare  to  Canandaigua  was  $16.25. 

The  old  swinging  stege  coach  rumbled  over 
these  roads,  and  its  departure  or  arrival  was  hailed 
with  intere.st  by  the  villagers,  who  gathered  at  the 
taverns  to  gossip^  to  hear  the  news  and  to  aee  the 
sights. 

The  stage  owners  located  at  Albany  were  Thorp 
&Sprague,  Rice  &  Baker,  Baker  k  Waldridge,  Ual- 
sted,  and  some  others.  Theae  parties  owned  a  good 
number  of  horses;  but  upon  the  completion  of 
the  railroads,  the  glory  and  uaefubiess  of  their 
business  departed,  and  the  iron  hone  now  super- 
sedes the  weary  me^  and  Jaded  horses. 

The  N  t'ai  t8o7  marked  a  new  era  and  introduced 
a  new  power  in  Uie  economy  of  travel.  From  thai 
year  to  the  present  steam  lun  wrought  wonderful 
changes,  and  the  Hudson  River  claims  the  honor 
of  the  first  successful  steamboat  enterprise.  Since 
the  establishment  of  this  mode  of  travel  on  the 
Hudaon  River,  staamhoalw  haws  been  improved, 
from  th.-  si  III]  ill'  craft  of  Fulton — ^  which  left  New 
York  on  September  5,  1807,  with  twenty-seven  pas- 
sengers, and  October  yth  with  one  hundred  pas- 
sengers, taking  from  14  to  36  hours  time  to  make 
the  trip — li>  the  jrorgeons  and  -pucious  floating 
palaces  ol  tiie  present,  which  make  tlic  trip  in  nine 
boon  or  less,  and  have  aooommodalion  for  600  to 
800  panengen^  and  often  carry  a  larger  number. 
The  fiufe  on  Fulton's  boat  was  seven  dollars,  now 
it  is  Iron  one  dolbur  to  one  dollnr  and  fifty  centa 

In  181 1  there  were  two  .steamboats  carryingpaa- 
scngcr?  to  New  York,  tin.-  Hope  and  North  River. 
In  1836  there  were  twelve  steamboats  and  seven 
towing  boats.  The  steamboat  travel  on  the  river 
in  past  ye.irs  ha.s  been  immense,  but  the  railroads 
on  eiUier  side  of  the  river  have  become  formidable 
rivals  to  the  once  monopolised  privileges  of  the 
passenger  boats,  80  that  the  number  has  somewhat 
diminished  as  compared  with  former  years.  We 
have  space  to  give  the  names  only  of  a  few  of  tlie 
principal  steamboats  that  have  pUmf^ied  the  Hud- 
son River. 
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In  l8ao^  the ChMIOeMor Livingston,  175  x  50  feet 
Had  beds  for  160  piwcngcw  and  Knees  for  40. 
Fare,  eight  dollars. 

In  i8s3,  the  Cooadtnlion,  Comtdlttioo,  Swift- 
sate  and  Saratov  began  to  run 

In  l8s8,  the  North  America,  ' '  the  most  beautiful 
and  swift  of  the  floating  palacoi  on  tiie  Hudson; 
or,  as  I  believe,  I  may  add  with  tnith,  in  the 
world,"  says  Dr.  Charles  Stuart. 

In  1835,  the  Cham  plain  followed  by  the  Dia- 
mond, Swallow,  Reindeer,  Hemj  Oaj,  Hope  and 
Columbia.  After  1850,  by  the  Alida,  New  World, 
Francis  Skiddy,  Empire  City,  Jonas  C.  Heart. 

After  i860,  cane  the  Amenia,  Daniel  Drew, 
Isaac  Newton,  Mary  Powell,  St  John,  Chauncey 
Vibbard,  Vandeibilt,  Dean  Richmond,  and  the 
Albany. 

Many  di  theae  recent  atearaboala  have  made  die 

trip  brtwct-n  \e\v  York  ami  .Mbany  in  seven  h. -urs 
forty-live  minutes,  and  sometimes  in  six  hours  for^'- 
two  minutes. 

In  die  WOlds  of  Lossing:  "The  sleam1)oat  itself 
is  a  romance  of  the  Huds<jn.  Its  birth  was  (in  its 
waters,  where  the  rude  conceptions  of  Evans  and 
Rtch  were  perfected  by  Fydton  and  Ma  tncceiaow. 
How  strange  is  the  story  of  its  advent,  growth  and 
achievements!  Living  men  remember  when  the 
idea  of  steam  navigation  was  ridiculed.  They  re- 
member, too,  that  when  the  Clermont  went  from 
New  York  to  Albany  without  the  use  of  sails,  against 
wind  and  tide,  in  thirty-two  hours,  ridicule  was 
changed  to  amaaement  The  steamboat  was  an 
awful  revelation  to  the  fishermen,  the  farmers,  and 
the  villageis.  It  seemed  like  a  weird  craft  from 
Pluto's  realm, — a  tnnsfiguration  of  Charon's  boat 
into  a  living  fiend  from  the  infenal  regions.  Its 
huge  black  pipe  vomitini;  fire  and  smoke,  the 
hoarse  breathing  of  its  engine,  and  the  great  splash 
of  its  uncovered  paddle-wheels  filled  the  imi^na> 
tion  with  all  the  daik  pictures  of  goblins  that  ro- 
mancers have  invented  since  the  foundation  of  the 
world.  Some  thought  it  was  an  unheard  of  mon- 
ster of  the  sea  ravaging  the  fieah  watets;  others  re- 
garded it  as  a  herald  of  the  fin  i!  conflagration  at 
die  day  of  doom.  Some  prayed  for  deliverance; 
some  fled  in  tenor  to  die  shoie  snd  hid  in  the  re- 
cesses of  the  rocks;  and  sone  crouched  in  mortal 

dread  of  the  fierv  demon. 

'*  The  Ciermonl  was  a  small  thing  compared  willi 
the  great  river  steamers  of  the  present  time^  Fnl- 
tou  did  H'lt  I  niiinhend  the  majesty  and  cafacity 
of  his  invention.  He  r^;arded  the  Richmond  (the 
finest  steamboat  at  the  dme  of  bb  deadi)  as  Ifae  per- 
fecdon  of  that  dass  of  aichitectnie.   She  was  a 


little  more  dian  100  feet  in  length,  with  a  low, 
dingy  cabin,  partly  below  the  yratcr-line,  dimly 
lighted  by  tallow  candles,  in  which  passengers  ate 
and  slept  in  stiflii^  air,  and  her  highest  rate  of 
speed  was  nine  miles  an  hour.  Could  Fulton  re- 
visit the  eartli  and  be  placed  on  one  of  the  great 
river  steamboats  of  oar  tim^  be  would  imagine 
himself  to  be  in  some  magical  structure  of  fairy- 
land, or  of  forming  a  part  of  a  strange  romance;  for 
it  is  a  magnificent  floating  hotel,  over  four  hundred 
feet  in  length,  and  capable  of  carrying  a  tbonaand 
guests  by  night  or  by  day  at  the  rate  of  twenty 
miles  an  hour.  Its  gorgeously  furnished  parlors^ 
lighted  widi  gaa,  andganiiibed  with  lidi  curtain^ 
mirrors  and  elegant  ftimiture;  its  cheerful  and  well- 
ventilated  (lining-room;  and  its  airy  bedrooms,  high 
above  the  water,  compose  a  whole  more  grand  and 
beantifiil  than  any  pdaoe  dnaned  of  Iqr  the  Ars^ 
bian  atttiyotellers.  It  is  the  perfected  growth  of  the 
Indian's  bark  canoe." 

For  a  few  >  ears,  aboat  1850,  plank  roads  were 
chartered,  and  five  were  constructed  in  the  coontf. 
These  for  a  time  were  a  m  ^e!  enterprise,  and  com- 
manded a  large  share  of  local  travel;  but  now  they 
are  mostly  abandoned,  except  on  short  Knes,  die 
travel  having  been  diverted  to  lateral  railroads. 

Since  the  fiist  railroad  —  the  Mohawk  bimI 
Hudson— was  built,  and  began  to  be  opertfed  in 
thisconn^  in  1832  with  its  open  coaches,  a  new 
;  system  of  jonmqring  bqian  at  onoe  to  be  inlm- 
duced. 

The  fedlities  centered  at  Albany,  by  railioad  and 

steamboat,  for  reaching  any  given  point,  will  com- 
pare favorably  with  any  city  in  the  State.  Roads 
center  here  fi'om  all  points,  and  connections  are 
made  with  odier  and  continaoas  lines  ksdiag  to 
everywhere. 

The  New  York  Central  and  Hudson  River  Rail- 
road, -widi  its  consolidated  brsachcs  from  New 
York  to  Buflalo,  nmkes  Albsny  a  great  thorough- 
fare. During  the  year  1883  this  road  carried  on 
its  several  branches  nearly  ele\'en  million  passen- 
gera  During  the  month  of  ICay,  1885,  thoe  were 
sold  at  the  Union  Depot,  .Mbany,  53,228  passen* 
ger  tickets.  In  the  same  month  sixty-fiye  passenger 
trains  were  dispalcbcd  dally.  The  fere  on  this  road 
averages  aboirt  S.05  cents  j)cr  mile. 

The  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company's 

I Railroads  are  of  immense  utility  to  this  County. 
This  greet  oorpofsdon  Issass  mid  opsiils^  among 
other  roads,  the  Albany  and  Susquehanna,  the 
Rensselaer  and  Saratoga,  and  the  New  York  and 
Oanada,  whidi  start  fion  Albany.  The  immber  of 
passengers  carried  on  these  roads  in  1684  was 
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2,6is»  174,  and  Ibr  die  montt  of  Ifajr*  1^5*  tbefe 
were  sold  at  the  Albany  office  56,813  pimagBr 

tickets,  and  seventeen  regular  passenger  trains  were 
sent  out  daily.  The  fare  on  this  road  is  three  cents 
per  intl& 

The  B<jston  and  Albany  Railroad  has  its  station 
in  the  Union  Depot.  This  road  carried  in  1883 
over  cig^  adIBoo  passengers;  and  in  die  mooth  of 
Maj,  1885,  ioldat  the  Albany  office  37,099  pM- 
senger  tickets,  tnd  deqiatcfaed  seven  regolarpae- 
senger  (rains  daily. 

The  New  York,  West  Shore  and  Bufblo  Rail- 
road was  opened  to  Albany  in  1883,  The»e  iwe 
sold  from  the  Albany  offices  for  the  month  of  May, 
1885.  9,095  passenger  tickets,  and  eleven  trains 
were  lent  out  daily  with  pemfngfrii.  The  &re  is 
three  cents  per  mile. 


The  Troy  and  Boston  Railroad  sends  stz  datlj 

trains.    It  passes  through  Hoosac  tunnel. 

The  several  railroads  that  center  at  Albany  sent 
out  lor  the  montti  of  May  front  this  city  about  105 
passenger  trains  daily,  and  die  same  namber 
arrived  daily.  The  total  number  of  passenger 
tickets  sold  at  the  Albany  offices  for  the  same 
month  was  156,243. 

Tlic  whole  number  of  passengers  carried  OO  the 
several  steamboats  from  Albany  for  the  seaaOB  of 
1884  was  about  1,500,000. 

Stages  ran  daily  from  the  city  to  New  Soodand, 
New  Salem  and  Berne;  also  to  (^I.irksville,  Westcrlo 
and  Rensselaerville,  via  Bethlehem  Centre;  to 
Guilderland  Centre  every  •ftemoon;  to  New^ 
tonvUle^  Na«au  and  East  SchodaA  daii|yj  and  to 
Greenboah  every  fifteen  minutes. 


RAILROADS  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


ALBANY  has  become  a  very  important  rannad 
center.  It  was  one  of  the  earliest  points  of  nil- 
road  interest  in  the  United  States.  The  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  parallel  widi  the  Hudson  River, 
connecdng  the  City  of  New  Yorit  widi  die  City 
of  Albany,  affording  a  communication  between 
the  two  cities  at  all  seasons,  was  considered  an 
object  of  so  much  importance,  that,  in  1832,  a 
number  of  enterprising  dtiaens  obtained  from  the 
Legislature  a  charter  with  a  capital  of  $3,000,0^0, 
and  powers  to  construct  the  same.  But  a  suflicient 
amount  of  the  capital  slock  was  not  subscribed, 
and  the  project  was  abandoned  for  about  twenty 
years.  The  then  estimated  cost  of  the  road  for 
a  single  track  was  $12,000  per  mile,  which  would 
amount  to  nearly  $2,000,000  for  the  whole  line 
It  was  believed  that  branches  of  this  road  might 
easily  be  constructed  to  Hartford  and  New  Haven, 
and  a  large  amount  of  business  ndi^t  be  expected, 
not  only  from  the  eastern  counties  of  this  State, 
but  from  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  and  Litchfield 
and  Fairfield  Counties,  Conn.  The  raihoad  com- 
missioneiB  of  1833  have  this  curious  speculation 
concerning  the  profits  of  the  proposed  road:  That 
it  would  accommodate  a  large  number  of  the  pop- 
uhition  in  die  vicinity  of  the  ronle;  that  the  amount 
of  transportation  which  would  be  paid  to  the  road 
by  this  population,  on  produce,  minerals,  manufac- 
tures and  merchandise  would  amount  to  $350^000, 
to  whidi  wai  added  a  kifer  amount  to  be  ob- 


tained from  travdan  and  light  freights  between 
New  York  and  Albany,  paiticnlBrJy  in  tin  \\intL-r; 

tliiit  the  annual  income  of  the  proposed  road  would 
amount  to  $853,000.  "lliis  railroad, "  says  this 
report,  "will  connect  at  Albany  with  the  gnnd 
chain  of  railroads  now  in  progress,  or  contem- 
plated, from  Albany  to  Buffalo,  viz. :  the  Mohawk 
and  Schenectady,  completed;  Utica  and  Schenec- 
tady, in  progress;  Syracuse  and  Utica,  contem- 
plated: .\uburn  and  Syracuse,  stock  subscribed; 
Auburn  and  Rochester,  contemplated;  Tonawanda, 
contemplated,  fiom  Rocheeler  through  Balavia  to 
Attica."  Fifiy-two years  ago  there  was  no  railway 
between  Albany  and  Buffalo,  except  the  short  line 
then  known  as  the  Mohawk  and  Schenectady,  and 
no  railway  connection  between  New  York  and 
.\lbany;  and  the  great  road  now  known  as  the  New 
York  Central  and  Hudson  River  Railroad  was  not 
in  e>isleno& 

The  Albany  and  Sdienectady  road  had  been  in 
operation  since  .'September  12,  1831,  under  the 
name  of  the  Mohawk  and  Hudson.  The  Hudson 
River  Railroad,  chartered  in  1831,  and  abundomd 
for  lack  of  the  necessary  capital,  obtained  a  new 
charter  May  11,  1846,  and  on  October  3,  1831, 
therondwas  opened  from  New  York  to  East  Al- 
bany. November  i ,  1 869,  the  New  York  Central 
Railroad  and  Mudson  River  Railroad  companies 
were  organixed  by  consolidation.  The  New  York 
Central  Rmlrond  Company  was  oiganuad  April  a, 


Diyiii^ed  by  Google 


I 


814  HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


1853,  aniiuMuing  the  consolidation  of  the  raUroads 
between  Albany  and  Buffalo,  as  follows: 

Albany  and  Schenectady;  Schenectady  and 
Trey;  Utka  and  Schenecu^;  die  Mohawk  Val- 
ley; the  Syracuse  and  Utica;  the  Syracuse  and 
Utica  direct;  Rochester  and  Syracuse;  Buffalo  and 
Rochester;  the  Rochester,  Lockport  and  Niagara 
Falls;  the  Buffalo  and  Lo^mrt 

Articles  of  agreement,  taking  effect  May  1, 
1853,  were  filed  May  15,  1853.  The  first  Board 
of  Diradon  was  elected  Joljr  (,  and  tfa^  whole 
line  ddtvwed  to  die  new  oomptnjr  Angoat  i, 
1853- 

The  first  railroad  ever  built  in  the  State  was  the 
Albuy  and  Schenectady,  chartered  in  i8s6  as  the 
Mohawk  and  Hudson.  It  was  openeti  Scptemlter 
IS,  183 1.  In  1847,  the  name  was  changed  to  Al- 
bany tuid  Schenectady. 

Previous  to  the  consolidation  of  the  Hudson 
River  Railroad  with  the  New  York  Central,  the 
Troy  and  Greenbush  road,  chartered  in  1845,  was 
leased  to  die  Hadion  River  road,  Jane  i,  1851,  for 
seven  per  cent,  on  $275,000  capital  stock.  Tlic 
lease  rone  daring  the  time  of  the  charter,  or  any 
ttlensionof  die  sane.  It  was  assomed  hythe 
New  Yoik  Centoal  and  Hodson  River  road  on 
consolidation. 

The  New  York  and  ilarlem,  chartered  Apnl  35, 
1831,  is  one  of  the  routes  fiom  Albany  to  New 

Ynrk — formerly  from  Greenbush  the  rnrjiorate 
existence  of  which  was  extended  December  28, 
1874,  fear  hundred  yean.  It  leased  its  steam  poN 
tion,  running  to  Forty-second  street,  New  Yoik 
Citv,  .'\pril  I,  1873,  to  the  Central.  This  lease  ex- 
pires April  I,  2274,  the  annual  rent  being  the  in- 
terest on  its  landed  ddit  and  eight  per  cent  on  its 
capital  stock. 

Before  the  construction  of  the  railroad  bridges 
which  span  the  Hudson  at  Albany,  all  passengers 
and  fidght  arriving  at  Albany  en  route  for  New 
YOfkortlie  East  were  shipped  by  ferry  to  Green- 
basli.  The  two  bridges  now  crossing  the  Hudson 
to  East  Albany  ate  owned  nominally  by  a  separate 
organizatif^n  called  the  Hudson  River  Bridge 
Company.  The  ownership,  however,  is  vested 
really  in  the  New  Yoik  Central  and  Hndsoo 
River  Company  thne4barths,  and  the  Boston  and 
Albany  Railroad  one-fourth.  Except  for  foot  pas- 
sengers, they  are  used  exclusively  for  railroad  pur- 


poses. Each  company  pays  its  proportion  of  niMn> 
tenance  in  operating.  The  cost  of  the  road,  con- 
solidated, with  all  its  rolling  stock,  etc.,  was  $114, 
731,917.  Two  bandied  end  nine^five  miles  of 
the  road  between  Albany  and  Buffalo  has  four 
tracks;  between  Albany  and  New  York  there  are 
four  tracks.  It  owns,  in  all,  3,361  miles  of  track, 
and  controls  by  lease  324  additional  miles;  it  owns 
655  locomotives,  361  firsl-class  passenger  cars  and 
22,973  freight  cars.  It  employs  15,355  persons, 
paying  diem  darii^:  the  year  1883,  |8,40i,so8  for 
services.  During  the  railroad  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1883,  it  carried  10,746,925  passengers  and 
10,893,440  tons  of  freight;  the  average  rate  per 
mile  per  passenger  was:  through,  S4>5  cents;  way, 
2.04  cents.  The  freight  rates  per  ton  per  mile  are 
.69  cents  on  through  freight;  .67  cents  on  way.  To- 
tal earnings,  $33,770,731,  from  which  is  dedocled, 
including  an  8  per  cent  dividend  amounting  to 
$7,148,131,  $33,591,697,  leaving  a  balance  in 
favor  of  the  road  of  1179,024. 

ALBANY  AND  SUSQUEHANNA  RAILROAD 
COMPANY, 

This  road  was  incorporated  ander  die  General 
Railroad  I^w,  April  19,  1851.  It  was  open  for 
travel  and  traffic  from  Albany  to  Central  Bridge,  a 
dislanoe  of  dur^^five  miles,  September  16^  1863, 
and  to  other  points  at  various  dates,  and  to  its  ter- 
minus at  Binghamton,  January  14,  1869.  The 
property  of  the  company  was  leased  Febraary34, 
1 870,  to  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Com- 
pany for  the  term  of  its  charter,  one  hundred  and 
fifty  years  from  April  19,  185 1,  paying  a  rental  as 
follows:  Six  per  cent  upon  tlie  Albony  Ci^  bonds; 

seven  per  cent,  upon  the  first,  second  and  third 
mortgage  bonds  and  first  consolidated  mortgage 
bonds;  sevoa  per  cent  upon  the  capital  stock; 
and  |i,000  ibr  maintaining  the  organizatioB. 
The  interest  and  dividend  are  paid  by  the  lessees 
direcUy  to  the  stock  and  bondholders.  A  payment 
of  ISf  000  semi-amiaslly  is  also  made  by  the  lessees 
to  the  trustees  of  the  sinking  fund  of  the  City  of 
Albany,  and  is  invested  by  the  latter  in  certain 
funds  for  the  ultimate  payment  of  the  Albany  Qty 
bonds. 

I     The  following  atatoment  ahowa  the  oonditioii  of 

1  its  funded  debt: 
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STKTEMBXn  OF  FUNDED  DEBT. 


XmsopBotin 

OE 

OHUOATMNi. 

DATS 

or 

When 
Dub. 

Rate 

OP 

iMntutnr. 

AMOinrr  or 

AOTHOkllBD 
UUM. 

Ahooht 
Actually 

QUTWAIMW 

no. 

Tint  coosoKdated  mort. 

Albany  Cfly  

T<i*ia  

By  mortgage. 
By  mortgage. 
By  mortgage. 
By  mortgage. 
By  mortgage. 
Djr  JBwIgAgc 
B^norlfife. 

July  1,  1863. 
Oct..  1865. 
April  1,  1876. 
Nov.  6.  1865. 
May  1,  1866. 
Nov.  I.iM6l 
Unj  t,  1867. 



July  I.  1888. 
Oct.  1,  1885. 
April  I,  1906. 
Nov.  6,  189c. 
May  1,  1896. 
Not.  1, 1896. 
Mmr  1, 1897. 

.07 

.07 

.06  and  .07 

.06 

.06 

.06 

.06 

$t,OIX\000  00 

2,000,000  oo 
'10,000,000  00 
xijcvooo  00 
350^00000 

SJO^OOO  00 
^0^000  00 

$1,000,000  00 
2,000^000  00 

4.S56.«»  00 
350^000  oo 
250,000  00 
a^jo^ooo  00 
3ji>,oao  00 

$998,00000 

1,637,000  00 

4,556,000  00 

350^00000 

350^000  00 
350^00000 
350*000  00 

(14,000,00  000 

♦8,556,000  00 

ia^tSi,«aooo 

*  Includes  $3,450,000  to  be  xi^d  in  excbauging  other  classes  of  bonds,  as  per  terms  of  amended  lease. 


Albany  is  largely  interested  in  various  wayi  in 
the  Albany  and  Sui>quebanna  Railroad  Company. 
The  total  coit  and  equipment  of  the  road 


$6, 70 1 , 69 1 . 5  5.  The  following  is  the  balance  sheet 
for  the  year  1883,  showing  the  moneyed  interest 
of  dwCSQrof  Albaay  therein: 


Dr. 


BALANCE  SHEET  AT  BHD  <HP  YEAR. 


Ca. 


Cost  of  road  and  equipment  

Additions  and  betterments  made  by  the 


Sodnag  find  in  the  bands  of  the  tnu- 
Ism  oI  AeCterof  AlbuT,  applicable  to 

Maw  l^triuul? AlbMV 


CMl>b]rlMt»y»t.. t|87lB 

Triuteta'  accwwt  by  lart  report  419 

Cash  by  this  report   $887  90 

Tnwtees'  account  bgr  this  rtpoft  419  58 


Udier  aiMts. 


Total 


LAst  .  By  this 
RaKMT.   I  RsroaT. 


By  last 
RsfuaT, 


$6,701,69155    $6,7oi,2()f)  55    c:.ii>ilal  Stock  $3,500,00000 

Fundf.-i  Ikbt.,!  7,154,00000 
4,706,25591    5,689,78663   UnfuxKied  L>eU;    1,072,255  91 


237.466  54 
7,00000 

W49 


419  14 
5^5>33i> 


260,237  37 
7,00000 


«.3074« 


TelaL.  111,706*355  91 


By  this 
Ruuaiv 


$3,500,000  00 
8,881,000  00 
1,008,786  63 


»is.«89^7M^ 


iMoom  OR  TRortr  and  Lom  Aoooort. 

Debit  balance  of  income  oOOOimt^  Sip.  JO*  l88i. .  ISSa5l|  JO 

I>cfluct  items  of  ijain   22,320  10 

Halatice  of  income  .iccount,  Sep.  31,  18S3   $30,186  6cj 

THE  ALBANY  AND  VERMONT  RAILROAD. 

This  road  was  chartered  October  17,  i?57.  and 
was  leased  in  perpetuity  to  the  Rensselaer  and  Sar- 
atoga Railroad  Company,  June  t»,  i860,  and  is 
l^rated  by  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Com- 
pany. The  main  line  of  the  road  from  Albany  to 
Waterford  Junction,  is  twelve  miles  in  this  Stale. 
Its  ci^tal  stock,  aa  an  thcgiwd  bycfaaiterand  paid 


in,  b  |6cx>,ooo;  number  of  shares,  6,oco;  number 
of  ato(^oldef^  47> 

The  total  earnings  of  the  road  for  the  JCST  end- 
ing  1883  were  fai, 060.00.  The  charges  against 
these  eanings  were  $19,200,  giving  surplus  of 

BOSTON  AND  ALBANY  RAILROAD. 

This  important  and  liioroagMy  equipped  rail- 
way, uniting  .Mbany  with  Boston,  was  chartered 
November  2,  1870.  It  is  made  up  of  a  combina- 
tion or  consolidation  of  roads,  as  follows:  Western 
Railroad  Corporatioo,  estabUabed  by  the  Common- 
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wealth  of  Massachusetts  March  15,  1833;  Castle- 
Um  and  New  Stockbridge  Railroad  Company,  in- 
ooipotated  bj  NewYoifc  May  5,  1834.  Its  name 
was  changed  to  Albany  and  West  Stockbridge  Rail- 
road Company  by  an  act  of  May  5,  1 836. 

On  November  11,  1841,  a  permanent  contract 
vas  made  for  tiaiiipoflation  by  die  Weaieni 
Railroad  Corporation  and  the  Albany  ami  West 
Stockbridge  Railroad  Company  for  the  operation 
of  the  latter  by  tiie  fenner. 

On  the  24th  of  May,  1 867,  the  Q>mmonwealth 
of  Mxssacluisetts  passed  an  act  consoliilatins^  the 
Western  Railroad  Corporation  with  the  iiosiun  and 
WoroMter  Railroad  Oompany,  under  die  name  of 


the  Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  Companv  This 
was  done  under  authority  of  an  act  of  the  Legisla- 
iQie  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  pasMd  May  ao, 
1869.  By  an  act  of  the  Cointnonwcalih  of  Massa- 
chusetts, passed  May  23,  1869.  the  Boston  and 
Albany  Railroad  Corporation,  the  Albany  and 
West  Stockbrit^  Company,  and  die  Hadaon  and 
Boston  Railroad  were  united,  and  became  the 
Boston  and  Albany  Railroad  Company.  This 
grand  scheme  of  conaolidatlon  was  consummated 
November  2,  187a 

It  is  a  direct  route  from  Albany  to  Pittsfield, 
Worcester,  Springfield  and  Boston.  The  Albany 
Station,  at  tl^  tim^  it  Union  Depot 


STOCK  AMD  DBVr. 


By  LAST  Refokt. 


Capital  stock  as  anflMrised  by  1 

CspitsI  slock  as  since  fiasd  

Capital  stock  subscribedi  

Capital  stock  paid  in  

Funded  debt  

Unfunded  debt  

Total  funded  and  unfunded  debt. 
Aver.iKe  rate  per  annum  of  iotOCStOO  funded  debt. 
Numlitr  iji  shares  of  ordinary  1 ' 
Number  of  stocicholdcis  


atyenoyflflp  CO 
90,000^000 00 
io,85%aaDao 
i.oia,7aa  15 
11,870.72315 
5, 6  sad  7  per  cent 


By  thb  RtPOtT. 


'aameaeoo 

jojooo^ooo  00 
10^858,000  00 

906.729  58 
11.764.72958 

5,  6  and  7  per  cent. 

200,  CXX) 

6,124 


The  cost  and  equipmentoftUaioad  was  |>8,363,- 
874.78,  of  which  $1,315,000  is  invested  in  looo> 
motive  engines  and  fixtoiea;  $408,000  in  passenger 


and  baggage  cars;  11,442,400  in  freight  and  odier 
cars;  |i,t8s,73i.i3  in  bridges.  It  has  944  kwo- 
motives,  3x9  paawaigw  cai^  5,437  ficiglit  < 


CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THE  ROAD. 


LmOTR  IN 
TMS  Statx. 
HlLIS. 

LZNOTH  OUT 
OP  THIS 

Stats. 

TOTJ* 

Lbmotk. 
Moaa. 

9930 

162.35 

sot. 6$ 

>7.33 

162.3s 
81.25 
74  03 

SOI  .4$ 

74.03 

Total  main  line  (b><l)>  branches  owned,  and  lilMS In 

56.63 

3'7  ^^3 

374  26 

39  30 
I  00 

162  35 

8  22 

201  65 
9  23 

40.30 

«70  57 

8  36 
835 

210  87 

8  36 
8  35 

16  71 

16  71 

24.81 
••99 

"5  05 
38.7a 

149-86 
4S-7I 

Sidings  Mid  ttuiMiiii  on  ImidieB  owned,  and  on  line 

■  Ifiswd  or  opeialsd. 

31. •» 

'9SST 

Accnnle  of  all  tracks  on  iDBin  line,  branches  a«rn« 

d  and  lines  leased  or 

lSl.73 

797.41 
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Expenses  for  operating  the  road  for  the  year 
1883,  including  expenses  for  spccilic  purposes, 
13,305,358.65.  Of  this  sum  $161,740.06  was 
paid  coodncton,  baggtge  and  taakemtu  of  pas- 
senger trains,  and  <(34  5,879. 10  to  freight  con- 
ductorg,  baggagemen  and  brakemen;  $795,383.49 
was  expended  for  fad;  |6t,3»8.o8  for  oil  and 
other  Uibricants  and  waste;  for  loss  and  damages 
of  goods  and  baggage,  110,342.89;  for  damages 
to  property,  indwUng  damages  by  firs  and  cattle 
killed  on  homI,  $7,116.73;  for  damages  for  injury 
to  penoma^  $17,259.61;  for  i^tationery  and  print- 
^*  f33i5<io^05;  advertising,  $0,268.44;  legal  ex- 
penses and  eovnsel  fees,  $is,ti85.ti;  telegnqih 
■en-ices,  $17,402.20. 

Total  earnings  of  the  road,  #8,539,875.88. 
Charges  against  these  earnings,  including  dividends 
dated  qoarteilj  and  nie  dg^t  per  cent  per  annum 
on  all  stock,  except  that  owned  by  the  State  of 
Haasachusctls,  for  which  was^iven  in  exchange, 
13,858,000  five  per  cent  bonda,  $1,407,100; 
making  all  charges  against  earnings  $8,303,904.07, 
leaving  a  surplus  for  the  year  of  $335,971.81. 

Of  the  8,079,072  passengers  carried  over  the 
load  during  the  year  1883,  not  a  person  was  killed 
or  injured.  Of  the  3,411,324  tons  of  freight  car- 
ried, but  a  small  per  cent  of  the  same  was  injured. 

WEST  SHORE  RAILROAD. 

This  railroad  is  properly  the  New  York,  West 
,*^horp  and  Buffalo  Railroad.  I'or  a  long  time  the 
project  of  building  a  road  along  the  west  shore  of 
the  Hudson,  iiocn  Wediawken,  tfirongh  Albany, 
and  thence  ufsiward  to  Buffalo,  was  considered. 
But  the  dif&cullies  of  construction,  especially 
doog  the  Hndaon,  were  so  great,  that  ^e  pfan 
waa  debjed  until  some  tune  in  1880^  when  it  took 


definite  and  active  form,  and  June  14,  18S1,  it 
received  its  charter.  It  was  prosecuted  with  such 
vigor,  that  on  July  9,  1883,  it  was  opened  for  pas- 
sengers to  Albany,  and  on  January  t,  1884,  it  .^  as 
opened  to  Buffalo.  .Mbany  is  connected  with  tlie 
main  line  by  a  branch  from  Coeymans,  a  distance 
of  twdve  miles  aondi.  It  is  407  miles  Iqr  the  road 
from  Weehawken  to  Buffalo.  There  are,  at  this 
writing,  135  locomotives,  about  70  passenger 
cars,  and  over  3,234  freight  can.  The  depot 
of  this  toad  is  at  the  foot  of  Maiden  lan^  at  tiie 
Delaware  and  Hndson  River  Canal  Compaaj's 
Oepuu 

During  most  of  the  year  of  1884-5,  <hioogh 

the  sharp  competition  between  railroads,  resulting 
in  what  was  termed  a  "railroad  war,"  rates  for 
passengers  were  cut  to  such  an  extent,  that  but  one 
cent  per  mile  was  charged  on  all  railroads  leading 
out  of  Albany.  The  "war"  was  closci!  in  the 
Autumn  1885,  and  tlie  West  Shore  is  now  said 
to  be  under  control  of  Wm.  H.  VaDdoMII^  and 
running  as  before  at  the  old  rates. 

RAILROAD  DEPOTS. 

With  all  the  railroads  passing  in  and  out  of  Al- 
bany, tiiere  aie  really  but  two  depots  in  the  city. 
The  Central  and  Hudson  River  and  the  Boston  and 
Albany  Railroads  occupy  the  Union  Depot  just 
north  of  Maiden  lane  and  east  of  Broadway.  The 
Rensselaer  and  Saratoga,  the  West  Shdn^  and  tiie 
Snsquchanna  <^is'i^ion  of  the  Delaware  and  Hud- 
son Canal,  have  their  depot  at  the  foot  of  Maiden 
lane'  The  caia  of  the  latter  pasa  the  steamboat 
landings,  and  during  river  navigati  m,  piisscngcrs 
desiring  to  take  the  boats  leave  the  train.  The 
West  Shora  tndns  ncrive  at  and  deport  from  the 
depot  at  die  foot  of  Maiden  lane. 


EXPRESS  BUSINESS  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


IN  tfie  early  Mstory  of  tbto  county  we  find 
pack-horses,  then  lumbering  wagons,  and  then 
stage-coaches  drawn  by  four,  six  or  eight  horses^ 
were  die  maal  vdddes  for  tntnqmtntion.  The 
cfosa-road  post  and  the  vfllage  or  country  uv- 
ern  served  as  package  offices.  These,  in  time, 
were  superseded  on  certain  lines  by  the  steamboat 
and  canal  boat  Then  the  advent  of  those  more 
formidable  rivals,  the  railroadib  wrought  a  change 
truly  marvelous. 


I     For  many  years  the  stage-coach  served  as  a 

"carry  all,"  the  driver  of  which  was  employed  to 
I  perform  many  errands,  and  empowered  to  transact 
I  important  oommiadons  of  trus^  indading  a  mul- 
titude of  messages,  bills  to  collect  and  money 
patkapcs  to  deliver,  for  which  trouble  he  received 
a  very  small  perquisite.  It  may  be  recorded  to 
thdr  credit,  that  Ibr  honesty  and  foidifohiess,  few 

men  have  a  hctter  nn  ord.  There  are  no  authentic 
cases  in  which  they  proved  recreant  or  dishonest 
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in  die  petforaMace  of  die  tnut  comiDitled  to 

them. 

Before  the  introdiielioil  of  railroads,  the  stage- 
coadi  liae*  dMtosnMfed  in  Albanj  were  nmncKMia^ 
and  OOtuidered  among  the  most  nseful  and  even 
necessary  institutions  contributing  to  the  tni^iness 
interests  of  tlie  city.  These  lines  extended  in  all 
directions.  Eveiy  poet-roed  and  toropike  was  a 
mail-route.  The  inli.ihitants  of  every  village  and 
hamlet  aiuiously  waited  for  tlie  arrival  of  friends, 
of  the  mall,  and  of  important  meMagea  and  pack- 
ages by  stage. 

The  stage-coach  and  carrier  of  the  post  were  as 
indispensable  then  as  the  steamboat,  railroad  and 
express  systems  are  now.  Bot  tbeir  rough  life  and 
hard  experience  was  a  sourci  >  f  exc  itement  The 
Stage-driver  was  a  jolly,  jovial  Jehu,  with  his  four- 
in-hand  team,  the  envy  of  all  the  bigger  boys.  In 
the  important  positions  they  u|  i^  ii.  they  were  as 
proud  of  their  "rig,"  as  the  modern  locomotive 
engineer  is  of  his  seventy-ton  engine,  or  the  con- 
dactor  of  his  liglitning  ejtpiesa  or  p>hc»car  train. 
Now  their  swinfl^  dinme  and  exalted  oocapaiion 
are  gone. 

Providence  seems  to  govern  all  things  for  man's 
wdfrre.  The  inspirations  that  bring  Jbfth  such 
marvelous  inventions  as  the  whole  system  of  rail- 
way and  steamboat  locomotion,  the  telegraph  and 
ocean  cable,  the  telephone  and  electric  light;  majr 
be  regarded  as  of  more  than  human  origin. 

To  William  F.  Harnden  belongs  the  credit  of 
recognizing  a  pablic  want  before  the  public  bad 
any  definite  idea  of  what  that  want  was;  and  not 
merely  recognizing  it,  hut  going  piBCticaUy  to 
work  witli  energy  to  supply  iL 

He  was  the  beighiiier  and  eariiest  practical 
worker  of  an  institution  which,  for  rapid  growth 
and  business  importance,  is  without  a  parallel. 

The  package  express  of  modern  umcs  was  un- 
known witil  Harnden  siaited  it  in  1839;  ahlKNigh 
special  expresses  for  the  transmission  of  imjiortant 
private  and  public  intelligence  lia\  c  been  in  use, 
occasionally,  far  hnndreda  of  years  past 

Special  expresses  for  the  conveyance  of  im- 
portant public  news  were  sometimes  employed  by 
enterprising  newspaper  proprietors,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  Websters,  eaily  jonmalists  of  Albany. 

The  orii^in  of  the  cxjircss,  as  an  institution,  was 
brought  about  by  the  introduction  of  the  railway, 
which  mtde  a  levolvdon  in  former  methods. 
Business  men  begat  to  require  a  more  rapid  and  safe 
delivery  of  valuable  packages  and  sundry  i^arcels. 

The  old  way  demanded  large  confidence,  and 
sometimes  became  a  burden  and  an  inconvenience 


to  friends  and  acquaintancea,  There  are  now 

living  those  who  well  remember  how  anxtoosiMB 
were  to  send  by  some  friend  going  to  New  Yock  or 
Boston,  parcels  of  bank  notes,  drafts,  bills  collecl> 

able,  or  other  valuables;  and  it  was  expected  to 
be  cheerfully  performed  as  a  flwor.  Mutual  con- 
fidence among  men  at  ihal  time  prevailed;  misap- 
propriation was  almost  unknown;  embenlement 
was  punished;  and  honesty  generally  regarded  as 
necessary  to  respectability. 
William  P.  Harnden  in  die  spring  of  1834, 

was  conductor  on  the  first  train  of  the  BoStOtt 
and  Worcester  Railroad.  He  continue<i  to  ser\-e 
on  ibis  road  until  the  close  of  the  year  1838. 
Weaiy  of  working  sixteen  homs  a  day,  he  told 
his  friend  "Jim"  Hale,  one  day.  that  tlie  cenfincd 
employment  of  the  past  years  had  injured  bis 
health,  and  he  was  detennfoed  to  seek  some  more 
active  tmsiness.  James  W.  Hale,  the  originator  of 
cheap  postage  between  Boston,  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  in  1837,  and  in  a  measure  the  father 
of  the  express  bnriness  in  this  ooontry,  is  now 
"hale"  and  hearty  at  84  years  old.  Hale  ad- 
vised bim  to  do  errands  between  New  York  and 
Boston;  that  there  was  an  urgent  want  of  a  parcel 
express  which  would  comnmnd  the  patrcmege  of 
all  classes  of  business  men.  He  at  once  secured 
facilities  and  a  contract  on  the  Boston  and  Prov- 
idence Railroad. 

Little  did  Harnden,  or  any  other  li\ing  man, 
dream  what  immense  results  his  humble  expres 
was  leading  to. 

The  eariiest  public  hint  of  this  enterprise  is 
contained  in  a  Boston  Nc\vsp;iper,  dated  February 
23,  1839,  in  which  Harnden  advertises:  "  He  will 
accompany  a  car  himself  for  the  purpose  of  pur- 
chasing goods,  collecting  drafb,  notes  and  hiU% 
delivering  packages^  bundles  and  foonurding  mer- 
chandise, etc" 

The  "extra  car"  was  a  little  play  of  fimcy; 
an  ordinary  valise  serNing  to  hold  all  that  the 
original  expressman  had  to  carry  for  months 
after  this  tim&  The  identical  valise  is  now  in 
the  possession  of  Benjamin  P.  Cheney,  Boston. 
For  the  first  few  months,  Harnden  served  as  his 
own  messenger;  but  business  soon  increased  so 
that  he  was  obliged  to  extend  fecOities  and  employ 
help. 

The  burning  of  the  Lexington  on  Long  Island 
Soood.  January,  1840,  was  a  hitler  experience  to 
this  enterprise. 

In  1842.  Harnden  was  upon  the  top  wave  of 
popularity,  and  bis  lines  began  to  reach  in  all 
directioM.  When  Heniy  Wells  had  urged  upon 
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biiB.  a  year  or  two  hi/km,  the  importanoe  of  tat- 

tending  his  line  to  Albany  and  Buffalo,  and  thence 
Westward,  Haruden  replied:  "Put  a  people  there, 
and  my  exprm  shall  «ooii  follow.'* 

THE  AMERICAN  EXFEESS  GOMPANY. 

In  1841,  or  a  IHde  earlier,  Henry  Wells,  agent 
of  Haraden  at  Albany,  suggested  to  Geoige  Pom- 

eroy  that  it  would  pay  to  start  an  express  from 
Albany  to  liuifaio.  Pomeroy  made  thiee  trips. 
Hk  apieai  had  been  rdinquiahed  for  tone  time, 

'when  Crawforil  Livingston  propDScd  tO  Wdls  that 
he  should  join  him  in  resuming  the  enterprise. 
Wells  consmled,  and  Pomeroy  ft  Co/s  Albany  and 
Baffalo  Express  was  esublished.  Its  transporta- 
tion at  that  time  was  by  railroad  lt>  Auburn:  thence 
by  stage,  tweniy-live  miles,  to  Geneva;  thence  by 
Aabvra  and  Rocfaeater  Railroad  to  RocbeMer; 
thence  to  Lock  port,  sixty  miles,  by  stage  ;  thcntc  to 
Buflialo,  thirty  miles,  by  private  coDve}-ance;  from 
Rochester  to  Batavia,  thirly-finir  nuks,  by  Tonan- 
anda  Railroad;  and  tbence  to  BofUo^  Ibrty  miles, 
by  static.  The  trip  was  made  once  a  week,  and 
occupied  four  nights  and  three  days.  It  is  now 
accompliahed  in  about  nine  bonra, 

•\bout  1843,  Pomeroy  k  Co.  commenced  run- 
ning a  Hudson  River  iutpress.  They  had  for 
oompetiton  Pnllen  ft  Copp.  This  continued  only 
a  few  months,  when  PuUen  k  Copp  gave  vp  the 
Albany  and  Western  business,  acting  as  nessCQgeis 
on  the  Troy  route  for  Pomeroy  &  Ca 

In  the  winter  of  1843-44,  Hamden  ft  Ca  sold 
tlieir  Pliiladelphia Express  to  George  Hatch  &  Co., 
who  run  it  for  a  short  time  and  then  sold  it  to 
Johnston  and  William  A.  Livingston.  In  a  month 
or  two  the  latter  sold  out  to  the  former  and  went 
to  .Mbany,  where  William  A.  liviagrton  eqgSfSd 
in  the  express  business. 

About  1844,  the  firm  of  livfaigBton,  Crawford, 
Wells  ft  Ca  was  established.  This  firm  continued 
until  the  latter  part  of  1846,  when  W.  A.  Living, 
ston  bought  the  Wells  interest  in  the  Western  Ex- 
press, and  livingMon  ft  Fargo  became  a  company. 
W.  A.  Livingston  acted  for  many  years  as  the 
agent  at  Albany  for  Livingston,  Wells  Sc.  Co. 

About  this  time  Henry  ft  Ca's  Expicss  started 
a  short-lived  bushMSS  upon  die  Albany  and  BnflUo 
route. 

Crawford  Livingston  died  in  1847,  aged  tbirty- 
fMir;  Hamden  died  January  14,  184$,  aged  thir^- 

three. 

In  the  autumn  of  1849,  aa  oppotution  express 
waaslMted  over  Hie  New  York  Central  Railroad 


by  Butterfidd,  Waason  ft  Ca  James  Di  Waiaon 
was  then  postmaster  of  Albany.  Both  partncn 
had  formerly  been  stage  proprietors. 

The  American  Express  Cbmpany  as  now  exist- 
ing, is  a  consolidation  of  Wells  ft  Ca,  Livingston  ft 
Fargo,  and  ButterfieKI,  \\'asson  &  Co.  These  were 
merged  into  Wells,  Bulteriield  &  Co.,  and  Living- 
ston, Faigo  ft  Ca,  which  comprise  the  joint  stock 
concern  of  1850.    It  w.is  then  valued  at  $5oa^ooa 

In  1854,  tiie  United  Sutes  Express  Company 
suddenly  started  into  existence  as  a  joint  6tock 
company;  but  after  a  few  months  it  wsa  merged  in 
the  American. 

The  present  United  States  iilxpress  Company  was 
organixed  in  1854,  with  a  view  of  doing  business 
on  the  New  Yoi^  and  Erie  Railroad.  This  rail- 
road company  for  a  time  transacted  its  own  express 
business;  but  in  August,  1658,  transferred  its  ex- 
press to  the  United  Statea  Express  Company,  which 
had  no  operations  east  of  New  York.  Another, 
called  the  United  States  and  Canada,  which  trans- 
acted an  express  business  from  Albany  to  points 
East  and  West,  in  June,  1882,  united  with  the  Erie 
and  New  Englanil  Kxpress  from  Boston  to  Bing- 
hamion,  over  the  i'llcliburg  RailroaU,  via  Hoosac 
Tunnel,  and  the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal  Com- 
pany. In  June,  1883,  the  I'niteil  States  and 
Canada  Express  passed  into  the  bands  of  the  Amer- 
ican, while  the  United  States  withdrew,  June,  1885, 
in  favor  of  the  National  Express  Company. 

The  Merchants'  Union  was  consolidated  with 
the  American,  December  i,  1868,  and  had  an 
office  in  Albany,  southwest  comer  of  Broadway 
and  Maiden  lane  during  its  existenoe  there.  Mr. 
D.  T.  Hunt  was  agent 

THE  NATIONAL  EXPRESS  COMPANY. 

The  original  projector  of  tliis  excellent  company 
was  J.  A.  Pullen.  He  was  an  early  and  efficient 
aid  of  Harnden,  and  served  as  messenger  in  1842, 
between  New  York,  Albany  and  Troy,  via  the  Hud- 
son River  steamboats. 

In  the  winter  of  1843-43,  Harnden  having  sold 
outhis  Hudson  Riv  er  Kxprts^,  Pullen  &  Copp  Started 
a  like  business  from  New  York  to  Albany,  Troy, 
and  Saratoga  Springs.  AtthistunePbmeroyftCo. 
were  doing  business  between  Albany  uid  Bu&la 

In  1844  or  1845,  these  two  companies  made  a 
division  of  their  routes,  Pullen  &  Copp  ukiug  Troy, 
nordi;  Pomeroy  ft  Ca,  Albany,  west  Copp  re- 
tired and  Major  Pullen  took  £.  L.  Stone  as  a  part- 
ner. In  1843,  Mr.  Jacobs  bad  started  an  express 
from  Albany  to  MontreaL  E.  H.  Viigil  acted  as 
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hit  meMBger  and  agent  for  about  a  year,  and  then, 

in  company  with  N.  G.  Howard,  purchased  Jacobs' 
interest  Its  route  was  by  packet  boats  or  stage 
from  Albany  to  Whitehall;  thence,  north,  by  other 
conveyance.  It  connected  at  Troy  and  Albany 
with  Pullcn  c*c  Co.  Karly  in  1S44,  H.  F.  Rice 
boagbt  Howard's  interest,  and  the  (irm  became 
Vligil  ft  Rioe.  Soon  after  it  diangad  to  Pnllett, 
Virgil  ft  Co.'*  Expieai.  Office  in  Enfaange 
Building. 

Upon  the  opening  of  the  Albany  Northern  Rail- 
road hi  1B45,  Robert  L.  Johnaon  and  others  estab- 
lished a  northern  cNpress,  under  the  style  of 
Johnson  &  Co.,  from  Albany  to  Rutland.  This 
enterpriae  came  in  oompetiiion  with  Pnllen,  Virgil 
ft  Co.  In  the  spring  of  1855.  it  became  a  joint 
stock  express  under  the  style  of  the  National  Ex- 
press Company.  E.  H.  Virgil,  of  Troy,  was  super- 
intendent of  the  routes,  and  Robert  L.  Johnson, 
agent,  located  in  Old  E.xchan^'c  BuiMing.  At  the 
present  writing,  in  1885,  the  record  of  tliis  com- 
pany in  die  connty  la  aa  fcUowa:  Comnienoed 
hnainess  in  1849  in  the  Exchange  Building,  the 
ground  now  occupied  by  the  Government  Building; 
in  1873  removed  to  the  comer  of  Maiden  bine  and 
Dean  auee^  in  a  large,  capacknia  bnHduig  owned 
by  the  company,  in  which  are  their  several  ofllces. 
James  W.  Hutt,  General  Superintendent;  George 
W.  SHngertand,  Aaaialant  Superintendent  The 
railroads  upon  which  this  company  doea  business  to 
or  from  Albany  are  the  Rensselaer  and  Saratoga; 
Albany  and  Susquehanna;  New  York,  West  Shore 
and  BuftdOb  lliera  ar^  in  the  oonnty,  twenty-six 
ofiices,  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight  em|rfoyee% 
and  twenty-two  horses  in  daily  use. 

THOMPSON  ft  €0.*$  WESTERN  EXPRESS 

Was  commenced  in  1841  by  WiUiam  F.  Ham- 
den.  Its  n»ute  waa  from  Boaton  to  Albany,  and  ita 

original  agent  in  Albany  was  Henry  Welk.  In  1 844, 
Hamden  &  Co.  sold  this  Western  Express  to  James 
M.  Thompson,  iu  agent  The  new  proprietor 
waa  duewd,  ayalematic  and  persevering.  E.  Lamb 
Stone,  Thompson's  earliest  agent  in  Albany,  was 
succeeded  in  the  autumn  of  1844  by  Robett  L. 
Johnaon,  dien  only  aeventeen  yeara  old.  He  had 
been,  for  a  year  or  two,  a  clerk  for  Pomeroy  &  Co.'s 
Express.  When,  in  May,  1845,  Thompson  &  Co. 
occupied  the  same  premises,  Exchange  Building, 
in  Albany,  he  acted  as  tbdr  agent  In  1847,  R. 
L.  Johnson,  the  Albany  agent,  started  an  express  ' 
between  Albany  and  Troy,  over  the  Troy  and  1 
Oraemridi  Raibond,  acting  aa  hia  own  nMaengar.  I 


He  continued  in  ihia  aervice  until  die  apring  of 

1853,  when  he  was  taken  into  the  partnership  of 
Thompson  &  Co.  This  company  connected  at 
Albany  with  the  American  Expreaa  Company,  and 
Johnson  acted  as  agent 

The  Albany,  Springfield  and  Boston  route  was 
sold  to  the  American  by  J.  M.  Thompson,  R«  L. 
Johnaon  and  WiUiani  N.  Meldier  in  t86i. 

HOWARD  ft  CO.'S  EXPRESS. 

N.  G.  Ho«aid  ma  agent  for  Hamden  &  Co.  at 

Albany  in  the  summer  of  1842.  In  the  following 
year  be  became  associated  with  £.  C.  Bailey,  under 
the  s^  of  Bailey  ft  Howard.  Hamden,  deairoua 
of  connecting  at  Albany  with  some  other  express 
than  Pomeroy  &  Co.,  brought  into  existence  Bailey 
&  Howard,  which  firm  soon  dissolved.  Shortly 
after  abandoning  hia  Atbaay  and  Boffdo  enterpriae, 
Howard  joined  E.  H.  Viriril  in  mrninjr  an  express 
between  Albany  and  Montreal,  i  bis  proving  up- 
hill wotlc,  Howard  nooepied  as  olfcr  fioin  lAutnden 
to  take  charge  of  the  Philadelpfaia  oflio^  irilidi  be 
did  in  the  spring  of  1844. 

in  1866  The  Merchants'  Union  Express  Com- 
pany waa  ofganlacd  aa  a  atodc  company  of  prom- 
inent  men,  with  a  lar^e  capital.  This  proved  un- 
successful, and  the  company  was  consolidated, 
December  i,  i868»  widi  the  American,  under  the 
name  of  The  American  Meidianu*  Uni<m  Express 
Company.  This  name  was  retained  UBtU  Fdwu- 
aiy  I,  1873,  when  it  was  changed  to 

THE  AMERICAN  EXPRESS  COMPANY. 

By  tfaeae  oonolldatkia%  and  the  vast  growth  of 
its  operadona  in  the  Ear  West  the  capital  of  die 

American  was  increased  to  §18,000,000.  Its 
managing  forces  were  augmented  by  the  accession 
of  Meaara.  Thea  M.  Pomeroy,  General  John  N. 
Knapp  and  William  H.  Seward,  and  two  other 
business  men  of  capital,  enterprise  and  approved 
judgment,  ihua  rendering  it  without  a  aupeiior 
among  the  mercantile  institutions  of  America. 

The  American  Express  Company  doing  busi- 
ness in  Albany  County  is  largely  the  growth  from 
seed  sown  by  such  men  as  Henry  Wells,  Crawford 
Livingston.  William  A.  Livingston,  R.  L  Johnson 
and  George  Pomeroy.  More  than  two-score  years 
ago,  in  1841,  when  Hamden  iadoeed  Henry 
■  Wtils  to  serve  him  as  agent,  Well%  then  young, 
sanguine,  full  of  energy  and  willing  to  work,  fixed 
his  headquarters  iu  Albany.  Ue  became  associ- 
ciatad  widi  (aeotge  FboMiDf  and  Ckawfod  liv* 
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ingston,  in  1843.  in  die  Hudson  Rhwr  Eqimi, 

and  havin.c:  been  an  agent  and  runner  for  the  river 
sleainboattt,  he  was  well  schooled  for  this  special 
eaterprbe  and  proved  a  valuable  partner.  Crav- 
fbcd  Livingston  at  this  time  was  a  coal  merchant, 
with  only  a  few  hundred  dollars  at  his  command. 
With  bis  associates  and  unremitting  bard  work,  be 
oonmanded  respect  and  was  in  a  measure  pros- 
perous. Pomeroy  and  Wells  had,  so  far,  ser\'ed 
as  the  two  messengers  of  the  concern,  having  a 
desk  in  the  Exchange  Boildin^  whsre  the  fixit  ex- 
press business  was  transacted  in  this  dtjr.  Many 
years  afterwards  it  was  a  daily  scene  of  hurry  and 
commotion.  Dispatch  and  deUvery  were  executed 
pftmapdy.  Cnwferd  Livingston  was  on  hand  here 
daily,  a  most  indefatigable  agent,  rlerk  and  man- 
ager, his  iirm  representing  both  Pomeroy  &  Co. 
and  Hamden  A  Ca  Samuel  Outer  became  assist- 
ant agent  in  this  office.  Crawford  Livingston  re- 
moved to  New  York  to  take  charge  of  the  business 
of  the  new  hrm  of  Livingston,  Wells  it  Co.,  William 
A.  Livingnon  lakhig  his  brothel's  place  in  Albany. 
Soon  after  this  in  1844,  the  Western  F.xpress 
Forwarders  became  identiiied  with  a  new  force, 
the  bte  William  G.  Fafgo  becomhif  terident  part- 
ner and  manager  at  Buffalo,  assisttd,  subsequently, 
by  his  brothers,  James  C.  and  Charles  Far^'o.  The 
Western  Express  firm  name  was  Livingston, 
Faigo  ft  C&,  its  s^  in  Albany  being  orlgbially 
Livingston,  Wells  A  Co.,  and  after  Crawford  Liv- 
ingston's death,  in  1847,  Wdls  A  Co.  "  Robbie" 
L.  Johnson  at  Aat  time  was  label  boy  and  general 
bdper  in  the  Albany  office.  He  was  a  bright, 
ro^-£u:e<i,  energetic,  honest  little  fellow,  and  grew 
into  great  popularity  and  prosperity  in  the  express 
service  in  Albany.  He  became  a  partner  and  local 
agent  for  Pullen,  Virgil  k  Co.'s  Troy  and  Montreal 
Express,  now  the  National  Express  Company; 
also  partner  of  Thompson  ft  Co.  Mr.  Johnson 
was  a  man  remarkable  fttr  his  strict  integrity,  great 
financial  and  executive  ability,  and  superior  busi- 
ness qualities.  In  his  social  relations  be  was  re- 
spei^ted  by  all,  a  wordiy  dtiien  of  whom  Albany 
was  proud.  He  died  here  a  few  years  aga  The 
agents  who  have  served  the  American  at  Albany  since 
tlie  beginning,  in  1643,  have  been  Henry  Wells, 
Agent  of  Hamden's  Boston  and  New  York  Express 
and  Pomeroy  &  Co.'s  Hudson  River  Express,  which 
were  merged  in  Livingston,  Wells  &  Ca  in  1843, 
with  Crawford  Livingston  as  Agent;  in  1845,  Will- 
iam C.  Spencer  was  Agent  In  1850,  Butterfield, 
Wasson  &  Co.'s  Express  was  consolidated  with  it,  ' 
under  the  corporate  name  of  The  American  Express  1 
Company.    Heni7  WeUa  waa  Fk«sidcnt;  Jfohn  I 


Bntteifidd,  Vice-President;  William C  Faigo,  Sec- 
retary; and  Alexander  Holland,  Treasurer,  who 
served  for  thirty-five  years. 
The  Superintendent  of  the  New  Yorit  Slate  East* 

em  Division  of  the  American,  M,  B.  White,  long 
resided  at  Albany.  He  was,  in  October,  1867, 
succeeded  by  £.  H.  Sly,  who  as  clerk,  messenger, 
and  Une  superintendent  or  route  agent  between 
Albany  and  New  York,  resided  here.  For  a  year 
past  C.  W.  Selleck  has  served  the  company  in  like 
capacity.  It  has  headqnarteiB  on  the  second  floor 
of  the  Express  Building,  comer  of  Broadway  and 
Steuben  streets.  John  L.  Van  Valkenburgh,  who 
was  first  employed  by  the  company  in  March, 
1863,  succeeded  Mr.  9y  as  snpointenden^  Fd>- 
ruary,  1874.  He  is  still  the  highly  esteemed, 
popular  and  ^tbful  agent  of  the  popular  Amer- 
ican, with  a  force  of  fifteen  derks,  forty  messengers 
and  general  supervision.  The  business  requires 
the  services  of  twenty-four  horsey  twelve  drivers, 
and  other  helpers  as  needed. 

The  business  of  this  company  was  originally 
from  Albany  to  New  York  City  by  the  river,  and 
extended  to  Buffalo,  via  several  short  railroads 
and  stage  fines,  in  1845.  Now,  and  for  thirty-five 
years  past,  it  is  making  full  use  of  the  Hudson 
River  Railroad  and  the  New  York  Central,  with 
their  connections,  and  the  Boston  and  Albany 
Railroad.  It  has  esdusive  contr<ri  of  34>4i7 
miles  of  railroad,  4>7i8  offices  and  7,053  em- 
ployees. 

Other  line  superintendents  are  or  have  bean  A. 
G.  Nickt  rson,  J.  Scbermerhorn,  H.  11.  Dwigh^ 
and  John  B.  Frentis^  with  headquarters  at  Syi»> 
cuse. 

The  American  is  fortunate  in  retaining  the  best 

of  its  employees,  and  when,  after  many  years  fliith- 
ful  sen  ice,  they  decline  into  the  sear  and  yellow 
leaf,  and,  unfitted  for  the  active  duties  of  express 
men,  become  superannuated,  the  company  accords 
them  pensionary  support  adequate  to  their  neces- 
sities, and  respects  them  for  their  past  fidelity  and 
usefufaiess.  Among  this  chns  in  Albany,  the  most 
worthy  of  honorable  mention  are  Andrew  Weather- 
wax  and  B.  P.  Wheeler,  who  have  served  as  ex- 
press messengers  thirtj'-two  years  each.  Alexander 
Ston^  in  the  American's  service  twenty-five  years, 
is  still  on  a  money  wagon,  performing  daily  duty, 
greatly  respected  by  the  company  and  its  many 
CBSttwneiB  in  diis  dty. 

The  writer  is  specially  indebted  to  A.  L. 
Stimson  and  John  L  Van  Valkenburg  for  kindly 
giving  aid  and  counsel  in  making  up  this  express 
Usioiy. 
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BAGGAGE  EXPRESS. 

This  branch  of  business  was  begun  in  Albany  u 
early  as  1868,  by  Ransom  Garrett  and  Thomas  H. 
Wygant,  from  and  to  the  niboad  uid  ateamboat 
depots.  Wyjrant&Co.  have  been  represented  byT. 
H.Wygant,  r.  B.  Morrow  and  George  Hendrickson. 
The  Una.  u  now  compoeed  oT  T.  H.  Wjgant  and 
Geoige  Hendrickson.  Baggage  is  received,  deliv- 
ered or  transferred,  at  small  expense,  to  the  several 
railroad  depots,  steamboat  landings*  hotels  or  pn> 
vatenaidaDocfl  hi  anfpartof  diedty.  Afenttpaaa 
through  the  principal  and  express  passenger  trains 
when  nearing  the  city,  collect  checks,  and  upon 
atrival  deUver  die  baggage  with  promptnessL  They 
also  answer  calls  by  tdqtuQDe  and  receive  orders 
hgr  call  books  in  the  baggag»>iooiii8  of  the  differ- 


I  ent  depots  and  several  designated  phoes  in  the 

city.  The  charges  are  :  Inside  of  Lark,  Arch  and 
I  Livingston  avenues,  thirty  cents  for  a  single  piece 

of  baggage,  and  twenty-five  cents  for  each  addi- 
{  tional  pieces  and  spadal  rates  fiar  oomMiiatioos, 

with  charges  according  to  distance,  beyond  speci- 
j  tied  rates.  Union  Depot,  Delaware  and  Hudson 
Canal  Company  and  West  Shore  Raiboad  Depots 
are  the  principal  offices.  The  company  employs 
fi/ben  persons  and  thirteen  horses.  Connected 
with  their  business  is  a  boarding  stable  located  at 
46Speooerstreai 

The  .Mbanv  Fi'.e  ("ent  Ciiv  Kxpress  is  located  at 
No.  8  James  street  and  does  a  good  business. 

TheCoboes,  Troy  and  Lansingburgh  Express 
has  an  office  at  74  Slate  slwt.  It  tianspofls  tam- 
diandise^  etc,  \ff  wagOM 


TELEGRAPH 


n"*  HE  City  of  Albany  is  very  intimately  connected 
i  with  the  early  history  of  telegraphy.  Per- 
haps, with  the  exoeptioa  of  &  F.  R  Morse^  no  one 
perfonDe<l  a  more  important  part  in  discovcrin>j  the 
means  of  transmitting  intelligent  sounds  through  > 
wire  by  magnetic  force  than  Joseph  Henry,  a  native 
of  Albany,  who  from  1826  to  1832  was  one  of  the 
professors  in  the  Albany  Academy.  It  was  in  an 
upper  room  of  the  academy  building  that  Henry 
lifst  demonatiatad  the  thaosy  of  die  td^iaph,  Iqr 
the  transmission  of  the  tones  of  a  bt-l!  throuig'li  a 
mile  of  wire  strung  around  the  room.  It  has  been 
well  said:  "The  didc  heard  from  every  Joint  of 
those  mystic  wires  which  now  link  together  every 
city  and  village  all  over  this  continent,  is  but  the 
echo  of  that  litUe  bell  which  first  sounded  in  the 
upper  foom  of  the  Albaiijr  Academy."  Ftofessor 
Henry  had  long  been  a  aangnine  believer  that  elec- 
tricity would  ultimately  aooonpHsb  all  it  has  in 
the  transmissioa  of  soond,  and  as  eariy  as  18S9, 
by  successful  experiments,  had  discovered  many  of 
the  fundamental  principles  of  telegraphy.  An 
article  on  Uiis  subject  written  by  him,  and  pub-  I 
lished  in  a  sciantilic  journal  in  1831,  attracted  | 
much  attention.  In  fact  so  many  important  dis- 
coveries on  this  subject  were  made  by  Professor 
Henry,  that  some  of  Ae  identifle  men  of  to-day 
regard  him  as  the  originator  of  the  underlying 
principles  of  the  Morse  system  of  telegraphy.  The 
relationship  between  Henry  and  Morse  was  close 
and  intimate^  as  revealed  by  the  friendly  corre>  I 


BUSINESS. 


spondence  between  them  on  a  subject  so  dear  to 
both,  a  number  of  years  prior  to  Morse's  well- 
known  triumph  in  1844.   From  FroCessor  Henry, 

Mcirse  ailmitted  ha\ing  not  only  recei\e(l  much 
encouragement,  but  much  practical  assistance. 
Onr  venerated  townsman,  IVofcasof  Philip  Ten 
K}  ck,  once  a  professor  in  Albany  Academy,  well 
remembers  Professor  Henry's  eqwriments  and  the 
assistance  be  rendered. 

After  Mome  had  demonstrated  the  snccsm  of  his 
f\{>eritnents,  Viy  sending  a  message  over  a  wire 
tktretchod  from  Baltimore  to  Washington  in  1844,  it 
was  not  long  before  men  of  cajrftal  began  to  take 
bold  of  the  scheme. 

Prominent  among  die  men  in  this  State  to  be- 
come interested  in  the  new  telegraph  enterprise  in 
r845,  were  Theodore  SL  Faitoo,  John  fiatterfdd 
and  Hiram  Grecnman,  three  men  well  known  in 
Albany  at  this  time  as  pioneers  of  the  old  stage 
line  through  central  and  eastern  New  York.  They 
went  to  Washington,  and  with  the  utmost  care 
made  themselves  familiar  with  all  the  lietails,  and 
formed  a  lavorable  judgment  ot  an  invention  then 
bat  little  undeiatood,  and  looked  upon  widi  inoe- 
dulity.  Early  in  June,  Mr.  Buttcrfield  closed  a  con- 
tract with  Mr.  Kendall  to  erect  a  line  of  the  Morse 
telegraph  between  Springfield,  Mass.,  andBafido^ 
via  Albany,  and  from  Albany  to  New  York. 

July  16,  1845,  an  association  was  formed  in 
Utica  to  construct  the  Springfield,  Albany  and 
BalRdo  Tdegnph  Line  Tmsiees  wenappoinled. 
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These  were  Theodore  S.  Faxton,  John  Buttoficid^ 
Uiram  Greenman,  Henry  Wells  and  Crawfoid  Ltv- 
ingBtoD.  The  capital  was  fixed  at  |aoo^ooOb  with 
power  to  increase  it  to  $350,000.  The  trostees  be- 
came the  contractors  to  construct  the  line^  which 
was  to  consist  of  two  copper  wire^. 

At  this  dme  this  enterprise  was  looked  upoo  as 
foolish  and  impracticable.  Steps  were  soon  taken 
to  prove  it  could  be  made  of  practical  utility.  In 
September,  1845,  a  wire  was  stretched  firom  Udca 
to  the  fiur  gronnd^  and  the  successful  working  of 
the  system  was  regarded  with  wonder  and  amaze- 
ment November  7,  1845,  ^  ^■''^  ^^'^  ixoxa. 
Bnfl^  to  Lodcport,  being  die  first  line  opened  in 
America  for  regular  commercial  business.  Mean- 
while the  State  was  canvassed  and  a  fair  subscrip- 
tion seemed.  No  interest  was  taken,  strange  to 
say,  by  Albany  capitalists  in  this  movemenL 

I  lie  first  section  of  the  new  line  was  built  between 
.\lbany  and  Utica.  'I'o  this  Mr.  Faxton  devoted 
his  whole  thne.  In  this  city,  where  he  was  well 
known,  he  did  not  rccei\e  much  encouragement: 
some  of  bis  friends  even  laughed  at  what  they  con- 
^dered  his  foolish  zeal,  and  predicted  naught  but 
failure. 

The  line  between  Albany  and  Utica  was  finished 
and  ready  for  business,  Janaaiy  31,  1845.  'I*^^ 
Albany  office  was  located  in  the  old  Exchange 
Building,  and  was  under  the  management  of  O. 
S.  Wood  and  S.  P.  Carter.  The  opening  of  this 
office  caused  great  excitement  in  the  city.  The 
newspapers  of  that  day  show  how  intensely  the  peo* 
pic  were  moved.  One  of  the  earlier  feats  of  these 
primitive  times  was  to  telegraph  from  Albany  to 
Utica  the  New  Yodc  news  brought  up  by  the 
Albany  boats  which  arrived  in  Albany  in  ttie 
morning. 

The  line  from  Albany  to  New  York  was  com* 
pleted  Joly  3, 1846;  to  HudaoD,  October  s8, 1846; 

Troy,  August  7th;  Syracuse,  May  ist;  Atd>um, 
May  S5tb;  to  Geneva,  November  ^tii. 

When  the  olBce  was  opened  in  Rochester,  June 
isl^  the  whole  city  seemed  in  a  general  excitement 

The  papers  gave  glowing'  descriptions  of  the  ma- 
chinery and  the  intluence  which  the  lelegiaph  was 
to  eiert  on  human  history. 

Connection  was  made  with  HiilTalo,  July  ^  1846; 
and  the  whole  line  from  Buffalo  to  New  York  com- 
pleted September  9^,  1846. 

Jawtaiy  5,  1847,  Governor  N'oung  s  message  of 
5,000  words  was  sent  from  Albany  to  New  York  in 
two  and  one-half  hours  by  W.  C.  Buel  and  John 
Johnaoo.  This  was  legardedas  a  woodeifiil  per^ 
fonnance. 


During  the  w  inter  of  1846-7,  a  severe  sleet  storm 
nearly  demolished  the  wires  from  Albany  to  Am- 
sterdam, and  from  Troy  to  Hudson,  snqwnding 
operations  for  six  weeks.  The  comparative  strength 
j  of  iron  and  copper  wire  to  withstaml  the  force  of  a 
I  severe  storm  was  then  demonstrated  in  lavor  of 
I  iron  wire^  now  in  universal  use. 

May  I,  1S47,  wlien  the  .Mhaiiy  office  had  been 
removed  to  the  Dclevan  House,  Mr.  Carter,  the 
manager,  while  receiving  a  message  from  Utica, 
found  the  paper  had  become  twisted.    As  he  with 
diffuuhy  attempted  to  translate,  W.  C.  Buel,  the 
assistant  manager,  who  was  sitting  near,  said:  "I 
dibk  Utica  asks  '  if  the  nine  o'dock  train  has  ar« 
rived.'"    Scarcely  knowing  how  the  intelligence 
I  cane  to  him,  Carter  was  much  astonished  to  iind 
I  itcorrect   Mr.  Ten  Eydc,  of  die.£b»im|f,>hwiid; 
I  who  was  present,  made  the  incident  the  subject  of 
I  an  article,  which  was  extensively  copied,  even  in 
Europe.    Thus  Buel  is  justly  claimed  to  be  one  of 
the  or^al  sound  readersi 

The  success  of  the  Springfield,  Albany  and 
Bufialo  Company  awakened  opposition.  About 
two  yeats  after  the  establishment  of  this  line, 
the  House  State  Printing  'I'elegraph  Company 
constructed  a  line  from  New  \o\V  to  HuflTalo 
by  way  of  Albany,  and  opened  an  office  in  this 
city  in  the  Eicbimge  Building;  but  subseqnendy 
I  removed  to  the  old  Museum  Building.  The 
I  method  of  receiving  messages  by  this  company 
was  someirhat  different  firom  the  Morse  system, 
which  at  this  time  consisted  of  certain  signs  punc- 
tured on  white  paper,  to  he  translated  by  the  oper- 
ator. By  the  House  method  the  messages  as 
received  were  printed  in  Roman  charaden^  the 
wires  being  connected  with  a  type  machine,  with 
alphabetical  keys  similar  to  the  present  type-writing 
machines.  A  short  time  after  the  Hou.se  Company 
became  establisbed,  tbeMerdhnnia^Sute  Telegraph 
Company  was  constructed  from  New  York  to 
Buffala  This  company  used  what  was  known  as 
the  Bain  patent  The  existence  of  this  line  was 
mainly  owing  to  the  exertions  of  Henry  O'Reilly, 
of  Rochester,  and  by  his  name  the  company  wa.s 
generally  known.  Its  ofilice  in  this  city  was  in  the 
old  Museum  Building.  Tbia  line  was  run  as  an 
opposition  line  to  the  Springfield,  Albany  ami 
Buffalo  Company  and  the  House  Company,  until 
1853,  when  it  was  consolidated  with  the  former 
company, 

I  In  1857.  the  American  and  the  New  York,  Al- 
bany and  Buffalo  lines  were  formed.  1  he  latter 
company  at  this  time  purchased  die  pnqter^and 
rights  of  the  House  Printing  Company.  The  office 
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of  the  American  wis  located  at  450  Bioadway,  and 

in  1864,  removed  to  the  comer  of  State  and  Broad- 
way. It  had  connections  with  Boston,  Providence, 
St.  Johns,  Pittsfield,  Springfield,  Hartford,  Port- 
land, Halifax,  and  intermediate  places,  with  con- 
necting linc:>  to  all  other  partsof  the  Eaatem  States 
and  tiic  British  Provinces. 

From  i8d4  to  1866,  tlie  United  Slates  Tdegraph 
COmpanj  had  an  oflloe  in  thisdtjrin  the  Eicbaage 
Building; 

In  1W4,  Ae  Weelem  Union  Company  was 
fjrmed.  It  was  originally  a  Western  line,  known 
as  the  Mississippi  Vallov  'IV-legraph  Company,  its 
lines  running  from  Mississippi  to  Buffalo.  In  the 
mme  year  it  fntrchased  the  New  Yorit,  Albany 
and  Buffalo  line,  and  the  S[)ringfield,  Albany  and 
Buffalo  Ime,  which,  from  1845  to  this  date,  had  an 
oflSce  in  this  dqr.  Thus  was  opened  up  a  direct 
commnnication  between  the  West  and  New  York 
City.  The  central  office  in  Albany  was  located  in 
the  old  Museum  Building,  under  the  management 
oTGeoige  B.  Picaoott  Up  to  the  time  of  Ae  sale 
of  the  Springfield,  Albany  and  BaflEUo  line  to  the 
Western  Union,  its  affairs  had  been  managed  in  this 
city,  besides  those  already  mentioned,  by  C.  S. 
Cutler,  J.  R.  W.  Johnston,  S.  CL  Rice,  E.  SL  Keep, 
C.  S.  Jones»  M.  L.  Moigan  and  Feed  H.  Law- 
rence. 

In  1866,  the  Western  Union  paichased  the 

United  States  line,  and  from  this  time  to  1870, 

when  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  line  was  constructed, 
had  a  monopoly  of  the  telegraph  business  in  this 

The  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Company's  office  was  first 
located  at  463  Broadway,  and  afterwards  removed 
to  444  Broadway,  with  bftadi  offices  in  the  Lorn- 
ber  District  and  at  the  CapitoL 

In  1877,  thi^  company  was  consolidated  with  the 
Western  Union.  The  Western  Union  liad  no  other 
competing  line  in  this  t&tf  until  tfie  American 
Union  line  was  constructed  in  1880,  with  an  oITk  c 
at  444  Broadway.  But  this  company  was  in 
existence  bat  n  short  time,  when  it  was  consolidated 
witli  the  Weston  Union. 

Ill  i88i.  two  competing  lines  were  constructed, 
with  oflices  in  Albany,  the  Mutual  Union  and  the 
American  Rapid.  The  former  opened  an  office  at 


46s  Broadway  and  Ae  latter  at  tfie  comer  of  Stole 

and  James.  Ni  i;lior  existed  as  a  separate  com- 
pany more  than  a  year,  the  Mutual  Union  becom- 
ing consolidated  with  the  Wcatem  Union,  and  the 
American  Rapid  being  leaasd  to  the  Buiken^  and 

Merchants'. 

In  1884,  the  Bankers'  and  Mcrctunt^i'  and  the 
Balthnoie  and  Ohio  opened  offices  in  tUs  d^,  the 

former  at  444  Broadway  and  the  latter  at  46a  Broad- 
way. The  Bankers'  and  Merchants',  a  short  time 
ago,  ti'as  sold  to  the  United  line.  Its  office 
in  this  city  is  now  under  the  ca|Mbte  management 
of  J.  H.  Rugg,  who  for  many  years  has  been 
connected  wtiii  the  telegraph  business  in  Alliany. 
The  BalthnoR  and  Ohio  hi  tUs  dty  is  ondcr  the 
management  of  E.  J.  Slattcry.  This  company  has 
branch  offices  in  this  county  at  West  Troy  and 
Coeymans.  The  central  office  of  the  Western 
Union  in  diis  dty  is  located  in  the  old  Moseam 
Building  at  the  corner  of  State  and  Broadway, 
with  branch  offices  at  the  Capitol,  West  Albany, 
Delevan  Hoose,  Union  Depot,  Lumber  District, 
People's  Line  Office,  Delaware  and  Hudson  Canal 
Railroad  Office,  and  at  the  Keninorc  Hotel.  Out- 
side of  this  city,  within  ilic  county,  it  has  offices  at 
West  Tkojr,  CWhoes  and  Coeymans.  lis  local  man- 
agement is  under  F  W  <^.ili!»lrl 

In  1871,  the  New  York  Central  and  Hudson 
River  KailrcMd  and  the  Dehiwars  and  Hudson  Canal 
Company  constructed  a  line  of  tdqiraph  akmg 
their  respective  roads  and  opened  offices  in  this  city. 
These  lines  are  still  in  use,  but  only  for  tlie  accom- 
modation of  the  respective  tailrood  companies;  and 
not  for  the  gcncnil  public. 

The  American  District  Tdegraph  Company, 
chaiteied  hi  1875,  is  simply  a  local  telegraph  line, 
with  messenger  service  for  the  City  and  County  of 
Albany.  It  went  into  opvcration  in  i8-'>  with  a 
central  oHice  at  444  Broadway,  afterwards  removed 
to  468  Braadway.  It  is  now  owned  bf  the  Com- 
mercial Telephone  Company,  under  ttie  manage- 
ment of  A.  B.  Uline. 

The  Capital  District  Telegraph  Company,  similar 
to  the  American  District^  went  into  opmtion  ha 
this  city  in  1881,  with  a  central  office  at  N-i.  too 
State  street,  and  is  now  under  the  management  of 
W.  a  HunHton. 
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THE  TELEPHONE  AND 


THIS  comes  frum  one  of  the  mmt  iccait  and  I 
remarkable  inventions  which  contribute  to  ' 
man's  innumerable  v'ants.  In  this  county  it  was 
the  ovigrowth  of  the  American  District  Telegnph 
Company,  located  in  the  City  of  Albany,  and  char- 
tered in  November,  1875.  It  began  operations  in 
February,  1876,  by  instituting  messenger  service, 
which  has  been,  in  part,  snpeneded  by  the  tde> 
phone. 

llie  American  District  Telegraph  Company 
made  a  contract  widi  the  Bell  Telephone  Company, 

of  IJi  iston,  for  t!ie  usje  of  the  latter's  instrumenls,  in 
March,  1878,  and  in  May  established  a  telephone 
exchange  in  Albany,  with  about  one  hundred  sub. 
•criben,  The  Albany  Diatiict  Company  oontralled 
the  business  until  July,  1879,  when  the  Commer- 
cial Telephone  Company  began  operations  in  the 
dty. 

The  owners  of  the  Commercial  Company  ob- 
tained control  of  the  American  District  in  Novem- 
ber, i8do,  and  the  two  companies  were  consolidated 
m  Jannaiy,  1881,  under  the  name  of  the  Com- 
mercial Telephone  Company. 

This  company  was  located  at  468  Broadway 
(Van  Heaaen  ft  Charles^  Marble  Building),  with 
branches  at  68  Washington  aivanne  and  comer  of 
South  Pearl  and  Hamilton  streets.  The  officers 
were:  Henry  R.  Pierson,  President;  N.  D.  Wen- 
ddl,  Tinier;  J.  L  Van  Valkenbni{^,  Secretary; 
A.  B.  Uline,  Manager. 

The  Hudson  River  Telephone  Company  bq;an 
operations  in  1883,  and  are  now  the  owners  of  the 
Commercial  Company,  with  lines  and  commu- 
nication extending  to  the  following  places  in  the 
county:  The  Abbey,  Berne,  tast  Berne,  West 
Bem^  Cedar  HiU,  Coeymana,  ClailcsviUe,  Cbboes, 
Green  bland,  Hurstvilie,  Chesterville,  London- 
ville,  Menands,  Potter's  Hollow,  Slingerlands, 
Sloans,  West  Albany,  West  Th)y,  Watervleit 
Centre,  Newtooville,  New  Scotland,  Defanar, 
Ren88elaer\ille,  Bethlehem,  Guilderland,  Preston 
Hollow,  with  about  a,ooo  nations  or  instruments 
diatribnted  in  tfae  and  oonntjr.  The  employees 
number  about  one  hundred. 


MESSENGER  SERVICE. 


The  ufllcers  of  the  Hudson  River  Company  are: 
J.  Bigler,  President;  H.  I,.  Storke.  Secretary  and 
Treasurer;  A.  B.  Uline,  General  Manager.  Direc- 
ton:  J.  Mgler,  H.  E*  Storke,  A.  R  Uline,  C  S. 
Beardslc)-,  D.  A.  Smith,  A.  O.  Morgan,  Theo.  N. 
\'ail.  General  office,  No.  468  Broadway,  Albany. 
Branch  offices:  68  Washington  avenue  and  corner 
South  Pearl  and  Hamilton  streeta. 

The  Messenger  Service,  beginning  here  in  1875, 
under  the  American  District  Tel^rapb  Company, 
has  been  flilly  identified  with  the  bntineaB  interests 
of  the  city  as  one  of  its  very  useful,  almost  neces- 
sary modem  conveniences.  The  sj-stcm  adopted 
is  for  each  subscriber  to  have  a  box,  and  by  pulling 
down  a  crank,  a  number  peculiar  to  diat  bos  is  re- 
corded at  the  office,  which  is  answered  promptly 
by  a  uniformed  messenger  boy.  This  method  is 
still  need  to  some  extend  the  tdephone  in  a  great 
measure  taking  its  place.  The  CtnnmMdal  Tele- 
phone Company  became  the  owners  of  the  Amer- 
ican District  Telegraph  Company,  bolli  of  which 
are  now  owned  by  the  Hudson  River  Tdephone 
Company.  From  forty  to  sixty  boys  are  employed. 
Iki,ves  are  placed  at  convenient  locations  free  of 
cost,  sufaaoibers  paying  only  for  service.  The 
rates  are:  For  30  minutes  or  less,  locflBli^  30  to 
45  minutes,  15  cents;  45  to  60  minutes,  20  cents; 
each  continuous  hour  after  the  first,  15  cents.  The 
boys  are  called  loperibrm  all  kinds  of  errand  work. 
They  distribute  in^dtatlons,  wedding  cards,  circu- 
lars, padtages,  el&,  etc  Offices  for  this  service 
are  at  the  Hudson  River  Telephone  Company's 
offices.  This  company  now  controls  all  the  terri- 
tory from  New  York  City  to  Clinton  County  east 
to  the  State  line,  and  west  fifty  miles  along  the 
Hudson  River  to  Jersey  City,  It  is  die  only  com- 
pany operating  from  this  city  or  in  the  county. 

In  1880,  the  Construction  Telephone  and  Sup- 
ply Company  contracted  to  build  lines  and  ex- 
changes throughout  the  State.  A.  &  Uline^ 
President  and  Mnnager;  W.  B.  Buder,  Secretary 
and  Treasurer.  This  was  finally  purchsaed  by  the 
Bell  Telephone  Company,  of  Boston,  and  afterwaid 
sold  U»  the  Hudson  River  Telephone  Conpray. 
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AGRICL'L  I'L  RE,  or  the  cultivation  of  the  soil, 
is  the  first  and  one  of  the  moflt  important 
oocniwtioiu  of  the  human  fiuDoiljr,  having  been  in- 
atituterl  and  l)lesseil  by  the  Creator  as  so'in  as  the 
earih  was  ready  for  man's  habitation.  Then  was  the 
command  given  tbnt  \ff  die  sweat  of  his  brow  was 
man  to  earn  hii  bread.  Agricultural  art  is  a  factor 
in  molding  human  events  and  in  adjustinj^  the  in- 
terests of  communilit;!*.  Its  rational  puri>uit  i&  not 
inooniMtibic  with  the  h^ifaest  iirtellectiud  aitifaK 
menis  and  th<-  !)(.-st  ..levclopmcnt  of  the  individiul 
citizen  and  of  the  public  service. 

Manj  of  th«  tdcnccs  m  naefbl  semanti  of  agri- 
cttltiue,  and  tbe  most  teamed  often  become  its  moat 
skilled  exponents. 

The  energies  of  the  llirifiy  husbandman  lead  to 
substantial  comforts,  and  no  one  better  deserves 
and  cnjnys  the  luxuries  ipf  life. 

In  the  eaxl/  settlement  of  this  county,  its  agricul- 
tural inducements  wen  not  very  inviting.  For 
many  years,  little  pragicss  was  made  in  this  direc- 
tion. The  land  was  covered  with  a  liea\y  growth 
of  trees  that  required  to  be  felled  and  removed  be- 
fore  tbe  soil  could  be  planted  and  tilled.  Sturdy 
Mows  from  the  pioneer's  ax  cleared  the  forest  for 
an  opening  upon  which  to  erect  his  log  cabin  and 
extend  his  fields  for  culture.  Here,  too^  he  was 
met  by  Indians  and  wild  beasts — enemies  cruel, 
treacherous  and  s.ivage,  which  were  to  be  tamed  or 
subdued.  In  Uiese  days  the  settler  and  his  family 
experienced  the  greatest  hardships  and  diflkolties. 
Useful  implements  and  other  conveniences  were 
needed,  the  lack  of  which  made  his  labor  burden- 
some and  of  slow  progress.  Another  and,  per- 
haps»  greater  want  was  that  of  domestic  animals, 
tben  introduced  only  tn  a  limited  extent  fur  food 
or  for  assistance  in  the  daily  demands  of  labor. 
The  poor  man  dwelt  in  his  cabin-home  and  pa- 
tiently wrought,  with  spade  and  grub-hoe,  a  scanty 
subsistence  from  tbe  soil.  The  natix'e  forest  fur- 
nished him  with  wild  game  and  the  streams  an 
abundance  of  iisb. 

\ine-temlis  of  the  farmers  of  that  day  com- 
menced life  bare-banded,  as  tenants  or  in  debt  for 
land,  with  snail  means  ka  purdiasing  stodt,  im- 
plements or  necessaries.  Yet  they  possessed  rug- 
ged constitutions,  a  determined  qnri^  and  a  will  to 


labor.  None  knew,  from  hard  experience,  better 
than  these  farmers  and  their  wives,  the  necessi^  Qf 
self-denial,  unllindiing  industij  and  careful  econ- 
f>my,  in  their  heroic  struggles  to  secure  a  home  and 
rear  a  iaroily ;  nor  tbe  firm  reliance  and  strength- 
giving  trust  in  God  and  each  other  needed  to  sus- 
tain them  through  ^  long  yean  of  disooanging 
tiials  and  unceasing  toil. 

There  were  conditions  and  unfavorable  sur- 
roundii^  which  attended  these  early  adventuim 
in  their  choice  of  occupancy.  Many  of  th&s^ 
early  farmers  were  unused  to  labor  of  this  kind, 
having  been  engaged  by  the  West  India  Com]»ny 
as  traders  or  servants;  But  dependence  on  this  was 
not  proving  permanently  profitable  to  the  Dutch 
boor.  He  at  first  selected  lands  of  easy  culture 
near  Fort  Onnge.  Small  beginnings  were  saadft 
In  time  others  followed,  extending  their  possessions 
farther  in  the  forest  seeking  the  best  lands  within 
easy  commnnicadon.  At  the  same  time  be  held 
his  trade  with  the  Indians  as  well  as  he  could  for 
the  benefit  of  the  company.  Farming  was  neg- 
lected in  these  early  years  and  by  these  first  col- 
tmists. 

The  West  India  Company,  hy  their  charter,  had 
the  r^ht  to  navigate  the  rivers  of  New  Netherlands; 
and  in  1623  equipped  a  vessel  of  130  lasts,  called 
the  New  Nctharland,  whereof  Comelis  Jacobs, 
of  Horn,  was  skipper,  with  thirty  families,  mostly 
Walloons,  to  plant  a  colony.  They  sailed  in  tbe 
beginning  of  March,  and  in  May  entered  tbe  Rher 
Mauritius.  lught  of  these  families  CtmCtO  Albanj. 
Hut  they  c^mc  not  as  farmers. 

In  1625  and  i6a6,  "there  arrived  for  New 
Netheilandi^  ttManritioa^  103  head  of  cattle— stal- 
lions, mares,  steers  and  cows,  hogs  and  sheep,  for 
breeding  and  multiplying."  Few,  if  any,  were 
taken  to  Fort  Orange;  The  Fattoon  charter  of 
1629,  providcti,  that  within  four  years,  at  least  fif^ 
persons  over  fifteen  years  of  age,  one-fourth  of  whom 
should  be  located  within  the  first  year,  should  settle 
in  every  colony.  Early  in  the  spring  of  the  follow- 
ing  year,  a  number  of  colonists  with  their  funilies, 
and  provided  with  firming  implements,  stock  and 
Other  necesaaries^  sailed  fiom  Texd  and  hnded  in 
Sa&^atthe  Manhattes.  In  a  short  time  afterward* 
some  of  them  landed  at  Fort  Orange^  and  were 
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800O  fiuoidied  with  feima,  houMS  and  other 

dwellings  at  the  expense  of  t!ie  Patroon  and  his 
aaeociates.  Other  colonists  followed  each  succeed- 
mg  waMn.  Needful  supplies  of  iloics  were  kept 
by  the  agents  of  the  Fatroon  and  aold  to  the  col- 
onists. In  1644,  Priest  Jogiie^,  says  of  Uevcr- 
wyck :  "  i'htre  are  twenty-live  or  thirty  hous^cs 
along  die  river,  built  of  bowds  and  thatched. 
They  cultivate  some  land  for  their  hoiH%  of  which 
they  have  a  large  stock. " 

Among  the  prodncts  culdvated  veie  Indian 
com,  wheat,  flax,  hemp  and  tobacca  Sqgar  made 
from  the  maple  was  a  substitute  for  cane-sugar. 
These  articles  were  bartered  with  the  agents  of  the 
company  in  return  for  foreign  goods  for  hooaebold 
and  domestic  u.<e. 

There  seems  to  have  been  very  litde  progress 
made  or  intereat  developed  in  ftrming  until  after 
Ei^Iish  rule  in  t6d4)  when  a  change  in  govern- 
ment brought  some  encouragement  to  the  few 
tillers  of  the  soil.  Hardships  were  many;  the 
winter*  were  severe^  with  c<dd  and  snow;  the 
tnvel  was  bad;  the  means  of  living  scanty:  the 
tDiToaDdiAgs  cheerless  and  exposed  to  dangers. 
From  thto  dme  to  1  -joo,  tiie  oomfition'or  tlie  few 
ooioiiists  upon  lands  of  the  Patioon  were  not  much 
improved,  although  some  progress  wa.s  apparent 
in  the  increased  acres  under  cultivation,  the  addi- 
tions to  Block  and  the  increased  quantity  of  grain 
and  other  farm  products.  Tlie  few  bushels  of 
grain,  or  pounds  of  flax,  hemp  and  tobacco  that 
could  be  exchanged,  were  taken  by  tlie  agent  In 
1665,  wheat,  corn,  or  any  sort  of  grain  was  not 
allowed  to  be  transported  from  the  city  down  the 
Hudson  River.  Some  produce  was  exported  in 
1678.  In  1680,  wlien  Dankers  and  Siuyter  were 
in  this  county,  wheat  and  rye  were  cultivated,  and 
a  trade  with  the  West  Indies  was  carried  on.  The 
soil  of  the  farming  lands  was  well  adapted  to  the 
growth  of  every  variety  of  grain,  fruit  and  vegeta- 
bles. The  )ii\v  lands  along  the  streams  furnished 
luxuriant  patiture  and  abundant  hay.  Wheat,  in 
1691,  was  sold  af  four  shillings  per  bodieL 

The  settlement  of  lands  on  the  manor  was  sk  w 
In  1 714,  there  were  only  427  white  persons  and 
181  slaves.  In  1719,  there  were  very  few  leases  in 
die  hands  of  the  Ml^eia.  As  late  as  1767,  from  a 
map  made  for  the  Patroon,  the  number  of  families 
on  the  west  side  of  the  river  is  given  as  148.  This 
number  does  not  probably  include  dxwe  on  the 
Cteymans  and  SUngertand  patents  of  1673  and 
1685. 

There  were  a  few  families  of  Bradts  who  had 
setd6d  nnder  the  sbellcr  of  die  Rdderbeq^ 


along  tiie  Normanskill,  and  fai  die  northeast  part 

of  the  county.  After  the  close  of  the  Indian  and 
French  disturbances,  there  was  a  marked  increase 
of  permanent  settlers  dirou^oat  the  county,  some 
of  whi  1  1  11  1  i  been  soldiers,  and  now  exchanged 
the  swunl  .in  J  musket  for  the  ax  and  plow.  These 
men  were  bred  farmers  in  their  native  land,  and  by 
industry  and  rnigality  became  worthy  dtiiena. 
The  tenants  of  the  Patroon  brought  their  rent  and 
surplus  grain  to  his  store-house  at  Albany.  Ship- 
ments down  the  river  were  under  liis  control  In 
1770,  theie  were  several  sloops  trading  at  Albany, 
loaded  with  grain  and  other  farm  produce  evidence 
of  growing  prosperity  of  the  fariuers. 

The  period  from  1780  to  tSoc^  witnessed  the 
change  from  war  to  peace;  from  foreign  power  to 
an  independent  govemment.  It  was  a  new  era  in 
die  development  of  agricnltnnJ  pursuits,  as  wdl  as 
in  social  and  political  life. 

During  the  hostile  years  of  revolutionary  war,  the 
agricultural  interests  of  this  county  were  not  ma- 
terially siiBCted  There  were  no  serious  conflicts  b»> 
twccn  the  contending  parties  nearer  than  Saratoga, 
and  the  farmers,  many  of  whom  remained  at  home, 
were  ready  and  anxious  to  furnish  needed  snpplie* 
from  their  cultivated  acres.  After  hostilities  ceased, 
and  peace  spread  her  protecting  wings  over  the 
valleys  and  plains  of  this  region,  new  life  and  en- 
couragement was  assured  to  the  practical  ftnner. 
Prominent  men  engaged  in  the  work,  and  gave 
the  results  of  their  experience  to  others. 

As  early  as  1784,  an  agricultural  society  was 
formed,  and  an  annual  fair  for  the  sale  of  catde 
was  held  in  Albany.  Chancell'  r  T  ivingston,  in 
1790,  introduced  the  use  of  gypsum  as  a  fertilizer. 
In  1785,  grain  and  other  ftm  products  wete 
shipped  from  Albany  ;  and  in  1790,  Capt.  Blood- 
good  loaded  a  vessel  with  surplus  local  products, 
among  which  was  a  negro  slave,  the  properly  of 
Mis.  Steals^  which  he  sold  in  Antigua  for  filty-one 
pounds.  In  1794,  trade  in  wheal  and  other  giain 
was  quite  extensive.  The  yield  was  from  sixteen 
to  twenty  bushels  per  acr^  and  it  brought  seven 
shillings  a  bushel.  In  1799,  it  was  scdd  at  fonrteen 
shillings  a  bushel. 

Farming  lands  in  the  county  began  to  be  held, 
generally,  by  a  dasa  of  men  wlio  brought  experience 
and  knowledge  to  practical  farming.  Wheat  was 
the  staple  product,  and  the  soil  gave  genet  ous 
yield;  rye,  oats,  com,  buckwheat,  hemp,  flax  and 
root  crops  were  cultivated.  Sheep  were  a  source 
of  profit,  as  ihey  could  be  kept  on  the  new  and 
unimproved  lands.  Neat-cattle,  of  native  stock, 
were  raised  only  far  home  demanda,   Doting  the 
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wu  of  i8i*,  wheat  was  told  fisr  f  «.oo  and  I3.00 
per  tKiabel. 

This  date  marlu  another  era  of  improvemeui  in 
all  branches  of  agriculttm  and  domestic  hoa- 
handry.  Its  interests,  as  connecttHl  with  iht-  pros- 
perity of  the  State,  enlisted  the  attention  of  public 
officials  and  all  men  of  inlelligcuce.  Among  the 
men  moat  activdjr  interested  near  this  timci  and  de> 
serving  of  special  mention,  were  Matthew  Bullock,  j 
De  Witt  Clinton,  Solomon  Southwick,  Stepiien 
Van  Rensselaer,  Jesse  Bvel,  C  N.  Bement,  Em 
P.  Prentice,  Erastus  Corning,  gliomas  Hillhouss^ 
Christopher  Duui,  and  Proctor  A  Hawea 

Hemp  and  flax  cnltnre  hss  ahnost  or  quite  dis- 

appeared  as  a  paying  brancli  of  farming  Cotton 
lias,  to  a  great  extent,  tak.en  their  place  in  domestic 
labrics  as  bdng  more  readily  obtained  and  more 
economic  in  the  family.  The  rope-walk,  spinning- 
wheel,  and  flirm-house  Iwjm  have  nearly  .lisap- 
pcared,  and  millions  of  doUani  are  now  luvc^icd  in 
madiinerjp  and  fiidories  employing  thonsaadt  of 
operatives  and  j^fKlucing  millions  of  yards  of 
woolen  and  cotton  labrics  in  this  county. 

The  coltivation  of  ht^  has  in  a  large  measure 
been  sabstituted  for  hemp  and  flax.  Increased 
acreage  is  devoted  to  small  fruits  and  garden 
products,  now  largely  cultivated  in  the  county. 
The  neai4>y  dty  markets  oonsome  die  supply  oF> 
fercd.  These  and  the  orchard  pro<hKS  area  prof- 
itable source  of  income  to  the  fanner,  la  1865 
there  were  produced  in  the  ooonty  46, 585  pounds 
of  hops,  and  in  1885,  S50  acres  were  under  culture, 
with  an  estimate  of  150,000  pounds.  The  value  of 
orchard  product;>  of  aU  kinds,  sold  or  consumed  in 
1879,  was|i38,88i;  of  nuiricet  products,  8so8,4sa 

Hay  is  one  of  the  staple  products,  and  for  the 
past  thirty  >  (  ,ir,  has  been  the  main  crop  relied 
iqionfor  piuu.pi  sales  and  largest  returns.  The 
hay  crop  of  1864  was  74.133  tons,  and  in  1879  it 
equaled  95,13"  tons.  .Albany  County  has  a  terri- 
tory extensive  and  varied  enough;  a  soil  suited  to 
almost  eveiy  variety  of  grain  and  tiegetable,  fruit 
and  flower. 

The  grain  crops  in  this  county  have  been  re- 
markably free  from  the  ravages  or  destruction  caused 
by  the  pests  which  somelinMSCOBmit  ieaifnl  waste. 
The  Hessian  fly  has  never  been  troublesome. 
About  1833  the  grain- worm  and  weevil  made  their 
appearance,  and  for  several  yean  were  very  de> 
structive  to  growing  wheat  This  compelled  farm- 
ers to  abandon  this  crop  altogether.  Other  grain 
was  more  largely  cultivated ;  more  acres  were 
given  to  gmas;  nore  orchards  were  pfatnted.  For 


the  past  twenQr  years  there  has  been  a  steady  in- 
crease in  the  acreage  of  wheat,  with  a  fair  yield.  In 

1864,  the  number  of  bushels  harvested  was  1,858, 
and  in  1879,  a3,it8.  All  the  usual  cereals  are 
grown  in  the  county,  and  furnish  a  range  for  the 
rotation  system.  Rye  produced  in  1864,  114,785 
bushels;  in  1879,  158,600  bushels.  Oats  in  1864, 
959,694  busbds;  in  1879,  787,599  bushds.  Com 

!  in  1864,  159,200  bushels;  in  1879,  29^,145 
bushels.  Barley  in  1864,  10,017  bushels,  and  in 
i379k  17,95s  bttshdsL  Buckwheat  In  1879^  sii,- 
ss5  buaheli.  Poutoes  as  a  farm  crop  in  1879 
amounted  to  495,402  bu.shels. 

Farm  implements  and  machinery  of  improved 
inventioo  are  estenaivdy  in  use. 

The  following  items  are  taken  from  i  cnsiis  re- 
turns for  1880:  Value  of  all  ^ums  in  the  county, 
including  fencea  and  buildings,  #19,898,866.  In 

1 865,  the  same  were  valued  at  $16,966,583.  Value 
of  farming  implements  and  machinery  in  1865, 
$797,486;  in  1880,  11,047,171.  EstUnated  value 
of  &nn  products  sold  or  consumed  in  the  year 
1880,  $S, 783,02 8. 

The  present  condition  of  agriculiute  in  the 
county  is  encouraging,  and  the  average  crops  Aat 
contribute  to  the  prosperity  of  the  people  will  oom- 
[lare  favorably  to-day  with  o  her  counties.  Changes 
have  been  necessary'  to  meet  the  demands  of  suc^ 
cestful  Arming.  I^uctive  new  method%  experi- 
mental systems,  scientific  invc:.tigations,  and  im- 
proved machinery  have  been  introduced  to  make 
labor  easier,  to  lessen  cost,  and  to  incwase 
returns. 

The  better  construction  of  farm  buildings  is  an 
evidence  that  improvemeui  upon  the  pajU  has  been 
made.  Spacious  mansions,  beaatifhl  fium-bouaes, 
and  well  arranged  cottages,  with  barns,  stables, 
sheds,  and  other  necessary  structures,  all  planned 
and  finished  with  ardiitectnral  skill,  attest  the 
owner's  wealth  and  taste.  His  material  prosperity 
results  from  an  intc!  ■!i:;cnt  knowledge  of  the  best 
methods  for  producing  desired  returns,  which  crown 
the  hborer  and  reward  him  for  his  toil  and  pene> 
verance.  The  ke\  to  unlock  the  golden  treasure 
hidden  in  the  earth  is  "first  and  last,  lots  of 
manure  and  lots  of  braina"  The  manure  is  the 
easier  to  get  and  the  sooner  to  give  out. 

The  following  farm  and  agricultural  statistics  for 
Albany  County  arc  taken  horn  the  tenth  census  of 
die  United  Stales,  188a 

Total  number  of  farms,  3,315;  number  lea  tiian 
3  acres,  2;  number  of  1,000  acres,  i;  average 
acres  per  Hum,  93;  value  of  iuma  and  improve- 
ments^ 119,898,866;  vatae  of  madiin«iy  and  in- 
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plctnents,  $i,047ti7o;  value  of  fium  products, 
#2,783,028. 

Nnmber  of  fimns  cultivated  by  owner,  ^635; 
number  rented  for  fixed  money  rental,  381;  ttinn- 
ber  rented  for  share  of  products,  309. 

Number  of  acres  in  county,  306,357;  number  of 
acres  improved,  154,5x1;  number  of  acrm  nnim- 
proved,  51,737;  bnproved  and  covered  by  wood% 
43,307- 

Barlqr,  acres,  1,077;  bushels,  17,953.  Bnck- 
wbeai^  acres,  >4,774;  bushels,  311,335. 
acres,  11,845;  bushels,   296,145.    Oats,  acres, 
30,169;  bushels,  787,529.    Rye,  acres,  14,710; 


bushels.  158,6-10,  Wheat,  acres,  1,653;  bushels, 
33,138.  Potatoes,  bushels,  495,403.  Hay,  tons, 
95,»37. 

Wliole  ntuiber  of  horses,  9. 4  :  whole  numbw 
of  swine,  12,027;  whole  number  of  milch  cows, 
131O42;  gallons  of  milk  sold  or  sent  to  factory, 
i>390^66a;  pounds  of  butter  made,  1,154,969; 
p<}unds  of  cheese,  6,560;  pounds  ofhonef,  64,167; 
pounds  of  wool,  1 15,847. 

Value  of  orchard  products,  $138,881;  value  of 
grain  products,  $208,420.     Bani-jard  poultry, 
number,   118,348;   dosens  of  eggi  produced, 
627,374. 
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AMONG  the  fust  to  import  into  this  county  im- 
proved bicede  of  feraign  cattle  was  Matthew 

Bullock,  an  Eni^lisliman,  who  bought  a  form  in 
nov  New  Scotland,  where  he  resided  until  his 
deatlL  The  property  remained  in  the  possetrion 
of  his  sons  for  a  few  years,  and  is  now  owned  and 
occupied  by  Robert  Hutst.  Mr.  Bullock  was  a  snc- 
ceii&ful  farmer,  and  noted  breeder  ul  improved  shurt- 
bom  catde,  which  became  celdnrated  thraagluMit 

the  United  States.  The  introduction  of  this  breed 
of  cattle  into  the  county  is  of  so  much  importance 
that  a  special  record  is  given,  the  ftcts  of  wUdi 
are  obtained  from  authentic  souroen  Revious 
10  181 5,  an  Englishman  bj  the  name  of  Cox,  who 
lived  in  Rensselaer  County,  imported  from  one  of 
the  estaUMied  herds  of  England,  a  bull,  cow  and 
heifer  which  were  pure  short-horns,  and  are  said 
to  have  been  bred  by  Robert  Colling,  of  Brampton, 
England,  whose  hnd  was  sold  in  1810,  one  ot 
his  bulls  bringing  one  thousand  guineas.  Mr. 
Bullock  purchased  his  stock  of  him  in  the  year 
18 1 5.  Upon  the  death  of  Cox,  his  cattle  and  their 
produce  were  pnrdiaaed  by  Bullock,  who  bred 
them  with  the  bulls  Comet  and  Nelson,  im- 
ported by  Matthew  Bullock  and  John  Wainc^  in 
June,  183 1.  The  herd,  in  1843,  passed  into  die 
hands  of  bis  sons,  one  of  whom,  William  M.,  con- 
tinues to  breed  them  with  some  'let^ree  of  purity. 
The  descendants  of  this  stock  were  remarkable 
for  thdr  robust  siae  and  extraordinaiy  milking 
qualities,  and  for  several  years  in  succession,  after 
181 8,  at  fairs  and  cattle  shows,  Mr.  Bullock  was 
awarded  premiums  for  the  best  cattle  exhibited. 


About  1615,  Jesse  Buel,  of  Albany,  purchased 
of  Mr.  CoK  an  imported  ihoffl4uKii  boll  and  two 
cows,  which  were  crossed  with  the  above-named 
Comet  and  Nelson. 

In  1833,  Gen.  Stephen  Van  Rensselaer  imported 
from  the  herd  of  Mr.  Champion,  the  boll  Washinff* 
ton  and  the  cows  Pansy  and  Conquest.  Pansy 
has  many  descendants,  which  were  distributed 
tfarouj^  many  of  the  Statea 

In  the  year  1835  or  1836,  Ezra  P.  Prentice,  of 

Albangp,  b^;an  breeding  short-homs  from  the  stock 
of  Van  Rensseber;  and  from  1838  to  1841,  he 

made  several  importations  of  this  breed  from  vari- 
ous herd-,  in  England,  lie  bred  his  stock  with 
such  skill  and  success  tliat  it  was  much  sought 
after  by  purchasers  from  other  States  and  Canada. 
In  1842,  he  added  to  his  stdck,  by  importation, 
Ayrshire  or  Scotch  cattle;  and  in  1837,  he  imported 
a  choice  flode  of  Southdown  and  Cotswold  sheep. 
Tlie  encroadimenls  of  the  city  upon  his  Mount 
Hojic  Farm  compelled  him  to  discontinue  tliis 
branch  uf  farming,  in  which  he  took  so  much 
interest  He  disposed  of  his  stock  in  1850^  the 
sheep  being  purchased  by  Mr.  Mclntyre. 

About  the  year  1836,  Erastus  Coming,  Sr.,  im- 
ported Ae  cow  Uradair,  and  a  bull  and  heifer. 
I'his  cow  has  progeny  mentioned  in  die  American 
Herd  Hook. 

C.  N.  Bement,  as  early  as  1835,  had  on  tiis  Three 
Hills  Farm,  Duiham  short'hom  legistered  catde, 

and  in  1838  a  cow  and  a  bull  of  tilC  Hereford 
breed.  Benjamin  Tompkins  commenced  the 
breeding  of  this  variety  of  cattle  about  1 766,  near 


Digitized  by  Google 


330 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


Hereford,  England.  In  1819,  his  beid  of  fiftf-tvo 

head  was  sold  at  auction  for  /^i.^-j.  They  were 
originally  brown  or  reddisli-brown,  with  white 
fitces,  and  came,  probably,  from  Normandjr.  The 
first  importation  to  this  countrj'  was  made  about 
1817,  by  Henr)'  Clay,  of  Kentucky.  MaaBachosettS 
farmers  began  to  import  them  in  1834. 

The  lint  dh«ct  hnfiortation  of  these  catde  into 
this  county  was  by  Wm.  H.  Sotham  in  1840. 
The  Hon.  Erastos  Coming,  of  Albenjr,  was  biter- 
ested  in  this  tiansactloa.  The  Albany  OiBkahr 
said:  "One  of  the  most  important  importations 
of  cattle  and  sheep  that  has  ever  taken  ]<lacc  in 
this  county  has  been  made  by  the  Hon.  Erastus 
Coming,  of  itoM  city,  and  Wm.  H.  Sodtam,  of 
Jefferson  County.  It  consists  of  twelve  cows, 
calves  and  heifers,  and  twenty-five  sheep.  'Hie 
cattle  are  the  veij  best  animals  that  contd  be 
sdected,  and  the  expense  of  this  importation  was 
nearly  $8,000."  At  this  time  was  imported  the 
celebrated  stallion  Sampson,  a  heavy  draught 
hone  of  fine  pfopotlloo.  The  progeny  of  this 
horse  possessed  marked  features,  which  have  been 
transfused  with  native  stock,  and  is  yet  counted 
in  the  pedigree  of  his  direct  offspring. 

Measrs.  Coming  &  Sotham  continued  together 
in  breeding  Hcrcfords  until  July,  1847,  when  the 
firm  was  dissolved,  and  Mr.  Sotham  took  a  portion 
of  the  herd  and  removed  to  Kadc  Rode  Mr. 
Corning  retained  a  portion,  and  his  son,  Erastus 
Coming,  Jr.,  maintains  the  reputation  of  the  herd 
by  occasional  importations.  In  1853,  he  imported 
three  fine  Herefords,  a  bull  and  t«o  cows,  selected 
in  England  especially  for  him,  from  Lord  Berwick's 
prise  stock.  Stock  from  this  choice  herd  are  in 
demand,  and  are  sold  to  all  parts  of  the  United 
States  and  Canada. 

A  strain  of  Durham  or  short»hom  cattle  called 
"Cream  Pots,"  originated  with  CoL  Jacques,  by 
a  cross  widi  Cslebs  and  Flora,  in  1819;  and  for 
several  years  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Slingerland  has  been 
a  successful  breeder  of  this  choice  stock,  celebrated 
for  tficir  remarfcftble  milkmg  qaalities  as  well  as 
butter  makers.  Jenny  Lind,  a  cream-pot  cow, 
the  properly  of  Mr.  Slingerland,  in  1859  was 
awarded  the  first  prize  at  the  State  Agricultural 
Fair  as  the  best  butter  and  mflk  oour  ediibited. 
Jenny  T.ind,  in  her  prim^  gave  tbiity^ix  quaits 
of  milk  a  day. 

The  first  record  of  die  Devon  breed  In  dns 
county,  was  a  bull  and  cow,  the  property  of  Caleb 
N.  Bement,  of  the  Three  Hills  Farm,  as  early 
as  1839-  Since  that  time  the  breed  has  been  in- 
troduced by  several  practical  formers,  and  has  pro- 


duced satis&ctory  results.    The  largest  breeder 

and  owner  of  this  fine  stock  in  the  COttntJjt  is 
Captain  Joseph  Hilton,  whose  herd  contains  some 
of  thechoicestspecimens  in  theState.   Mr.  Hilton 

is  a  very  successful  breeder,  and  is  usually  awarded 
first  and  second  jjrizes  for  herds  or  sinfjle  animals. 
His  bull,  Prince  of  Wales,  has  been  tlie  winner 
of  fintprisea  at  Slate  Fsfaslbr  several  yean.  This 
animal  stands  at  the  head  of  the  best  herd  of 
prise  Devons^  and  is  considered  the  finest  Devon 
ball  in  America. 

'I'liu  iiriirin  of  the  Jersey  tattk-  is  quite  obsi;ur<\ 
riii-y  |.r(>b:il>ly  came  first  from  Ni  riiuuidy  and 
Brittany  with  the  early  settlers,  and  thence  to  tlie 
Channd  Islands,  whoe  tiief  devdoped  diancter- 

istics  that  arc  modified  to  a  TSnMUkable  dggWC  ftom 
those  on  the  mainland. 
The  Channel  Uan^  are  English  pnaaflons,  and 

are  composed  of  Gncrnsejr,  Aldemejr,  Jenejr  and 

Sark.  Within  the  past  30  or  40  years,  efforts  have 
been  made  among  breeders  of  dairy  cattle  to  develop 
a  greater  degree  of  dodlity  of  dispodtioa  with 
continuous  milking  tendency  and  extreme  richness 
in  butter  qualities.  Cattle  from  the  Channel 
Islands  wereislected  for  this  purpose  by  parties  in 
En^'land.  As  early  as  1817,  Mr.  Ridiard  Morris, 
of  Philadelphia,  describes  "a  cow  of  the  Alder- 
ney  breed "  imported  by  Mr.  Wurta.  Early  im- 
poftations  from  these  islands  were  usually  aUpped 
from  a  port  in  Alderney;  hence  the  common  name 
of  "Alderney."  This  breed  was  imported  to 
some  extent  into  the  United  States  by  Mr.  John 
\.  Taintor,  of  Hartford,  Conn.,  about  the  year 
1850,  and  1 1 11^  been  a  favorite  with  special  regard 
to  their  rich  milking  qualities,  possessing  many  of 
the  dmracteristics  of  the  cattle  fiiom  Jersey. 

The  Jersey  cow  is  a  product  of  the  Island  of 
Jersey.  Its  genial  climate  has  produced  a  small, 
docile,  useful  and  beautiful  domestic  animal. 
These  fine  qualities  are  said  to  be  greatly  due  to 
the  constant  care  and  presence  of  women;  for  in 
Jersey  the  women  have  charge  of  the  cattle. 

The  primary  object  in  breeding  the  Jersey  cow 
is  for  family  use  and  butter  dairies.  This  animal 
is  simply  a  machine  for  first-cla.*is  milk  and  butter. 
She  produces  the  richest  of  milk,  firom  which  butter 
can  be  made  of  superior  flavor,  finer  texture  and 
richer  gold  color  than  any  other.  It  also  com- 
mands higher  prices  in  the  market,  llie  im- 
portations made  about  tfie  year  1850,  by  &rm- 
ers  near  Hartford,  Conn.,  were  the  foundation 
stock,  which  was  largely  distributed  in  several 
States.  Numerous  importations  have  been  made 
since  then.   The  finest  herd  of  wgistwed  Jerseys 
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in  this  coimty  is  tlic  property  of  Eraslus  Com- 
ing, collected  from  his  own  importations  and 
■elected  with  great  judgment  Other  parties  in  the 
OOtinqr  who  have  imported  animals  or  this  stock, 
are  E.  J  T.ara)>ce,  John  McEwen,  G.  £.  Waiing 
and  L.  S.  Hardin. 

In  1840^  an  importation  oT  GnenaeTS  was  made 
bj  NichohsCiddle,  of  fine  animals  from  the  Island 
of  Guernsey.  Since  then  several  importations  have 
been  made,  and  the  cattle  have  been  received  with 
ikvor  and  are  considered  bat  little  interior  to  the 
best  Jerseys,  which  they  resemble  in  some  {joints. 

There  are  in  the  county  some  fine  animals. 
Hioae  belonging  to  the  herd  of  John  S,  Vtny 
have  been  selected  with  great  care  from  direct  im- 
portations or  progeny  of  imported  stock. 

The  first  importations  into  Massachusetts  of  the 
Dutch  Hobtdn-Friesian,  were  made  aa  early  aa 
185s.  In  May  1885,  the  breeders  and  importers 
of  Dutch  cattle  adopted  tlie  name  of  ' '  Holstein- 
Friesnn  "  as  their  title. 

Mr.  C  L.  G.  Blesssing  is  the  largest  and  most 
extensive  breeder  and  importer  of  Dutch  cattle  in 
the  county.  In  1881,  he  was  the  owner  of  an  im- 
ported COW ;  in  i88s,  he  imported  aix  headof  Frie- 

sian  cattle;  and  in  t?84,  he  made  a  sufcessfiil 
importation  of  fifty-one  head,  selected  by  himself 
from  die  best  herds  of  Holland.  Schuyler  Brodiers, 
E.  Sweet.  John  Gardner,  Martin  J.  Blessing,  and  a 
few  others  of  this  county,  have  individual  animals 
or  small  herds  of  choice  and  blooded  stock,  which, 
since  ihdr  recent  introduction,  have  acquired  a  high 
reputatii>n  for  tlieir  many  excellent  (pialities. 

The  improvement  in  neat  cattle  has  tieen  quite 
succeaslhL  There  u  scarcely  a  diatinguiahedhcfd  of 
short-homs,  Dcvons,  or  Herefords  in  England,  Ayr- 
shires  in  Scotland,  or  the  more  recent  introduction 
of  Jersep,  Aldcrncys  and  Guernseys,  or  of  the  Hol- 
aiein-Fricaian  6tom  Holland,  diat  has  not  its  repre- 
sentative in  this  county.  The  grades  and  crosses  have 
made  a  decided  impression  upon  the  general  utility 
and  produce  of  this  ctaasof  animals,  which  return 
the&rmcr  great  profitsin  milk,  butter  and  beeC  The 
number  of  milch  cows  in  the  county  in  the  year 
iSso,  was  8,995.  lu  1865,  cows,  10,615  <  heifers, 
9i388 ;  oxen,  79s.  In  1875,  cow»>  ii>95>;  heifers, 
4,029  ;  nxen,  9^4.  In  1880,  cows,  13,042  :  heif- 
ers, 7,314;  o.xen,  515.  Number  of  pounds  of 
butter  made  in  1879,  i,  154,969 ;  of  cheese,  6,56a 
Number  of  gallons  of  milk  «old  or  taken  to  cheese 
lactones,  1,390^663. 

To  write  up  faXkf  the  antjeetof  hone-iaiaing  and 
breeds  introduced  in  ibe  county  for  the  past  eigb^ 


yean,  would  require  more  time  and  space  than 
can  be  given  in  these  pages.  Although  a  subject 
of  much  interest,  it  has  received,  until  recently,  but 
little  consideration  compared  with  other  advanced 

farming  industries  from  which  success  has  resulted. 

The  earliest  historic  locations  to  which  we  can 
trace  badi  the  modem  horse  on  this  continent 
are  found  in  New  Mexico,  Wyoming  and  Utah. 
No  horses,  either  wild  or  domestic,  existed  on  this 
continent  at  the  time  of  the  Spanish  conquest  oi 
Mexico  in  1556;  but  (hose  taitroduced  at  that 
time  escaped,  and  niultiplic!!  rapidly  on  the  plains 
of  South  America  and  I  cxas.  In  lime  tliey  spread 
to  the  Western  prairies. 

The  several  breeds  that  were  early  found  in  this 
county  came  from  thorough-bred  stock,  and  the 
points  of  excellence  they  possessed  were  adapted 
to  the  requirements  of  that  period.   Of  dtis  class 

were  the  stallions  Eclipse,  niildfimler.  Hlncher, 
Mambrino,  Albion,  Diomede,  Messenger,  and 
others.  The  Messenger  stock,  through  its  de- 
scendants, has  in  a  wonderful  manner  perpetuated 
the  endurance  and  the  quality  of. speed  that  was 
characteristic  of  its  ancestors. 

Later,  the  Morgan,  Black  Hawk,  Hambletoniao, 
and  Henry  Clay  stock,  introduced  a  strain  of  blood 
into  previously  well-bred  animals,  and  this  infiision 
has  had  a  decided  and  valuable  influence  in  pro- 
ducing a  cla^s  of  horses  possessing  superior  action 
as  coach  and  rcxidsters.  Man/  of  them  have  rec- 
ords of  great  Uolting  speed. 

In  1840^  Mesna  Corning  A  Latham  imported 
into  this  county,  from  Englaml,  the  draught-horse 
Sampson,  which,  with  the  native  mares,  produced 
a  class  cS  horses  possessing  qualities  desirable  in 
a  horse  for  farm  work,  and  enhanced  his  market 
value  as  a  draiiixht-horse. 

At  tlic  present  time  the  Pcrchcron,  Norman  and 
Clydesdale  are  being  taitrodnoed  and  bred  with 
native  marcs,  and  the  ex|>criment  is  attended  with 
fair  results  The  Percheron  is  a  pattern  of  strength, 
and  impresses  this  character  upon  his  progeny.  As 
a  race  they  are  remurfcably  hardy,  of  excellent  tem- 
per, docile,  of  great  endurance,  with  a  disposition 
and  willingness  to  work.  The  horse  that  the 
fiirmer  needs  is  one  that  can  do  his  woric  with  esse 
on  the  fiirm,  be  active  enough  for  the  rnad  and 
market,  with  style  and  action  to  command  pur- 
chasers. 

One  of  the  reasons  why  the  breeding  of  horses 
as  an  industr)'  is  very  much  depressed  in  this 
county  is,  tliat  farmers,  for  several  years  past,  have 
largely  bred  fiom  ftncy  or  trotting  slodt  irfthoot 
rqmrd  to  sise,  figure,  usefalness  or  local  require- 


Diyiii^ed  by  Google 


m 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


mentti.  Hie  niuBber  of  honei  in  tlie  coiuiQr  in 
1820  was  8,893:  in  1865,  ><^5*9*  ^  I^75i 
8.963;  in  1880,  9.469. 

Sheq)  huibnndiy  mppltes  two  of  the  great  ne- 
cessities of  life — warm  clothing  and  nutritious 
food.  When  the  slopes  and  hill-sides  of  our  county 
were  fint  cleared,  tfaejr  fbmitbed  aataral  pasturage 
which  the  farmer  stocked  with  sheep,  and  from 
which  be  realized  a  laige  return  for  his  capital  and 
labor.  Thejr  rcqnired  herding  at  night  as  a  pro* 
lection  from  the  rangee  of  wild  beiit%  ifaen  com* 
mon  in  the  forests. 

For  many  years,  the  farmers  of  this  county  gave 
cooridenble  attention  to  diis  btanch  of  indvatiT — 
almoit  every  firm  had  more  or  less  sheep.  But 
many  have  latterly  abandoned  sheep  husbandry 
to  devote  their  lands  to  gieeter  bteadtb  of  grain 
cn^  potatoes  and  froit  After  bay  became  a 
staple  commodity  for  transportation,  many  a  farm- 
er found  greater  profit  in  growing  liay ;  the  sheep 
pastures  were  generallf  abandoned  and  converted 
int: >  mi\i(!n\v>. 

The  destruction  of  many  sheep  by  the  unrestrict- 
ed control  of  dogi^  was  a  great  detriment  to  this 
special  interest,  and  many  have  abandoned  the 
business  fn , in  this  cause  alone.  In  some  of  the 
towns  containing  hill-side  or  rough  lands,  small 
6ocks  are  yet  to  be  found. 

As  early  as  1838-40,  some  of  the  improved 
EngUsh  stocic  were  introduced,  and  a  few  farmers 
now  have  small  flodCa.  The  varieties  of  improved 
breeds  are  fairly  represented  in  the  county.  Yet, 
it  is  a  fact,  that  sheep  husbandry  has  steadily  de- 
creased for  the  past  thirty  or  more  years,  and  it  is 
evident  that  the  business  of  wool-growing  has 
ceased  to  he  a  profitable  branch  of  general  farming 
in  this  county.  Number  of  sheep  in  the  county  in 
iSjo,  5a,6i3;  in  1865,  33,543;  »«  1875,  18,120; 
in  i8to.  S4«393>  The  clip  of  wool  for  1880  equaled 
>i5i^7  pounds. 

Improvement  marksswine^alaing  in  Ais  county. 

The  daj-s  when  the  only  care  that  host's  received  was 
ft  rustic  ornament  about  dieir  neclis  and  a  horse- 


shoe nail  twisted  in  Aeir  nose,  have  pasMd  away. 

\Vhen  not  confined  in  filthy  pens,  they  ranged  the 
highways  and  trespassed  on  their  neighbors,  or 
were  tamed  in  autumn  into  the  woods  or  weedy 
pastures  to  seek  their  own  living. 

Tlu'  It ing-eared,  slab-sided  and  lank  hog  with 

I protruding  nose,  is  a  relic  of  the  past.  As  early 
as  183s,  &  Hawes,  who  came  fiom  England  and 
settled  about  three  miles  west  of  Albany,  brought 
fiericshire  hogs  and  New  Leicester  and  Southdown 
sheep.  But  the  credit  ibr  the  first  introduction  of 
Berkshire  hogj  belongs  to  Thomas  Hillhouse, 
who,  in  1S24,  at  the  Albany  County  Fair  and 
Cattle  Show,  exhibited  this  improved  breed.  After 
Hillhouse,  Christopher  Dimn  and  C  N.  Bemen^ 
in  1835,  were  engaged  in  breeding  BeilcdiiTes  and 
improved  China  bogs  from  New  Jeraey  stock. 
There  is  now  a  fitir  exhibit  of  all  the  different  im- 
proved breeds  in  the  county,  including  fine  speci- 
mens of  Berkshires,  Chester  Whites,  Cheshires, 
China  Reds,  Poland,  Essex,  SuHolks  and  York- 
aUres.  The  number  of  swine  in  the  county 
in  1S65  was  11,450;  in  1875,  M14;  in  1880^ 
13,037. 

Poultry-raising  and  the  production  of  eggs  is  an 
industry  that  receives  great  attention.  Almost 
eveiy  fitrm  has  its  brood  of  hens,  from  which  a 
fidr  profit  is  realised  ibr  a  small  outlay,  ^th  ju- 
dicious management  and  proper  selecdon  of  stock, 
this  branch  should  be  a  source  of  pleasure  as  well 
as  gain.  Since  1850,  the  improved  varieties  have 
largely  increased,  and  the  introduction  of  these, 
with  crosses,  have  pro;luceil  many  desirable  «]uali- 
ties  for  both  market-fowls  and  eggs.  Beside  barn- 
yard fowls;  many  fimners  profitably  raise  turkeys, 
geese  and  ducks.  Among  the  wonders  of  the  age 
is  the  invention  and  machinery  for  artiBcial  hatch- 
ing, brooding  and  raising  of  poultry,  which  is  rap- 
idly improving  and  becoming  a  special  indostiy. 
Not  a  few  of  these  incubators  are  already  in  opera-  1 
tion  both  in  the  city  and  county  towns.  The  1 
census  report  of  1880  gives  1 18,348  as  the  number 
of  barn-yard  or  domestic  poultry,  and  die  produc- 
'  tion  of  eggs,  6a7,374  dozen. 
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SOLOMON  SOUTH  WICK  came  from  Rhode 
IslaDil  to  Albany  in  179a;  became  connected 
T%t  AMtigf  X^fukr,  aad  In  1808,  iu  pro- 

Iiricti>r.     In  !ie  conducted  Thr  Ploughhoy, 

the  iirst  agricultural  paper  published  in  tiic  county, 
onder  tfie  mm  di  fhmt  of  Henry  Homespun. 

The  Farmer^t  Mechanics'  and  Workingmen's  Ad- 
vocate, daily,  was  started  in  183c  h\  ^Mcrherson  & 
McKercher,  and  liie  next  \car  it  appeared  as  The 
Jkn^Iittmem's  AiMtaitmi  Fwmtrit  MtAamat 
emi  Workingmen's  Oioii^iMt  voA.  vMpabUshed  lor 

•  JFCMT  or  two. 

TheAmmcan  Quarterly  Hemp  Magaamtwn  coin« 
mcnccd  in  1833  and  continaed  two  jeam 

Si/i-ti'orm,  monthly,  was  commcrned  in 
1835,  published  two  years,  then  changed  to  J'AeSM- 
werm  tad  Sitg«or  Manual;  diicontinued  in  i8j8. 

The  QdHo^ar,  monthly,  was  established  in  1834, 
by  Je«e  Boel,  who  came  to  Albany  from  Connec- 
ticnt  in  1813;  and  lOon  after  wtablMwd  The 
AXmy  Argus,  his  interest  in  which  be  lOldin  1820, 
and  purchased  a  fann  of  ei>;hly-five  acres  on  the 
sand  barrens  west  of  Albany.  Here  he  was  very 
auccewfiil  in  experimental  and  improved  hosband* 
ry,  proving  that  these  sand  lands,  before  considered 
as  worthless,  could  be  made  liigbly  productive, and 
the  returns  made  remiinerBliv&  HegaveibepnbBc 
the  benefit  of  his  labon  through  the  columns  of 
The  Cultivalor.  The  system  he  adopted  «'as  heavy 
ounuring,  under-draining,  thorough  tillage,  clover 
seeding,  root  crops,  and  fallow  crqia  for  naked 
fdllow.  This  was  his  practical  ftraung.  He  was 
also  an  advocate  for  improved  farm  stock,  of 
which  he  possessed  many  fine  specimens.  He  also 
eitibtiabed,  in  1838,  the  first  nurseiy  of  fimit  trees 
in  the  county,  with  James  Wilson  as  partner.  In 
this  nursery  were  grown  millions  of  Morus  muiti- 
eatdia  trees.  At  tUa  time  tbe  coontiy  waa  in  a 
fever  and  excitement  over  the  silk-worm  humbug. 
Mr.  Buel  was  a  member  of  several  agricultural  so- 
cieties in  different  States  and  foreign  countries;  was 
aeveial  times  die  honored  President  of  the  State 
Aj^ricultural  S^K-iety.  In  183(1.  he  was  President  of 
the  Horticultural  Society  of  the  Valley  of  the  Hud- 
■on;  also  of  tbe  Albany  Coanly  Honticaltural  So* 
tamtf.   His  writiqgs  oomprise  bis  many  addiesMS 


on  agricultural  subjects,  six  volumes  of  The  CulH- 
vator;  "The  Fanners'  Instructor;"  and  "Farmers' 
Cbampioii.''  Connected  witb  bim  in'  oondiKting 
The  Cat^Hiar  yKmy  P.  Beekman  and  J.  D.  Was- 

son. 

Tka  Ca^aaiar  was  snbseqaently  pnblidied  by 

Luther  Tucker,  W.  Gayloidi  associate  editof^  in 
November,  1839.  January,  1840,  The  Genessee 
Farmer  was  consolidated  with  The  Cuiiiva/or,  and 
oondncted  by  I*  Tbcker  ft  Son. 

The  Country  Gentleman  was  started  at  Albany, 
January,  1853,  by  J.  J.  Thomas  and  L.  A  L.  H. 
Tnckor.  It  was  afterward  published  by  L.  Tucker 
&  Son,  and,  in  Januar)-,  1866,  was  utnt.  d  with  Tka 
Cullri>alor.  Since  tbe  death  of  Lullicr  i  ucker  in 
I  ^7^,  The  Country  Gentleman  has  been  conducted  by 
Us  sons,  Ladier  H.  ft  Gilbert  M.  Ttecker,  with  dis- 
tinpuished  ability  and  devotion  to  the  interests  of 
progressive  agriculture  diffusing  practical  luiowl- 
edge  as  to  tbe  best  methods.  Its  droilation  is  very 
large. 

'J'he  American  Quarterlv  Journal  of  Agriculture 
aad  Science  was  commenced  in  January,  1845,  by 
Dr.  E.  Emmons  and  A.  T.  Prince  In  1846,  itwas 
changed  to  a  monthly  and  published  by  E.  Em- 
moos  and  A.  Osbom.  In  1848,  it  was  sold  to 
Caleb  N.  Bement,  and  discondnoed  in  December 
of  the  same  year. 

/'/'I  Hiirliculturist  and  Journal  0/  Rural  Art  and 
Rural  Taste  was  commenced  in  July,  1840;  pub- 
tisbed  by  Luther  Tocker,  and  edited  by  A.  J. 
Downing.  In  1854.  it  was  removed  to  Rochester; 
in  1855,  was  published  in  Philadelphia  by  R.  P. 
Smith;  and  in  185S,  brought  to  New  York  andpub- 
lislied  by  C.  M.  Saxton,  with  J.  J.  Smith,  editor. 

The  Journal  0/  the  New  York  State  Agricultural 
Society  was  commenced  in  1850,  and  published  an- 
nnally. 

Forest,  Forge  ntul  Farm  started  in  June,  1883; 
H.  S.  Quackenbush,  editor,  Tweddle  Building. 

Tka  PouUry  MoiUhfy  commenced  in  November, 
1879;  pablished  by  die  Ferris  Piddishb^  Com* 
pany,  at  481  Broadway. 

Mount  Hope  Fann,  since  1834.  bas  been  Ui« 
propeity  ofEnaP.  Pkcaticc^sucoeededby  Usson. 
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TliC  plot  was  originally  nwneil  liy  Maria,  wife  of 
Philip  Van  Rcns&elaer,  and  bjr  her  conveyed  to  her 
daughter,  Harriet,  wife  of  Genenl  Stdooiati  Vaa 
RcoMdaer,  in  1805.  It  usod,  in  i8a7,  asasum> 
mer  resort.  After  Mr.  r'n-iitiLC  got  jiossession,  he 
erected  new  buildings  and  otherwise  improved  the 
pfemiMS  and  stocked  tbem.  He  wm  an  eminent 
stock-breeder  as  well  as  practical  farmer.  His  102 
acres  of  improved  land  supported  fifty  head  of  cat- 
ll^  liz  honea^  fifteen  to  twenty  swine,  and  a  flocic 
of  sheepb  Adjoining  Mr.  Prentice  on  the  soath, 
were  Joel  A  J'>lin  F.  Rathbonc's  premises,  upon 
which  attractive  improvements  were  made  in  1835, 
tlie  gronnds  ]ai<).oat  and  beaatiBed,  green^honses 
erected,  and  other  buildings  cf  nstructcd  with  cul- 
tivated taste.  This  property  is  now  owned  by  the 
Gttiiolics,  upon  which  ii  Am  College  of  the  Sacred 
Heart. 

Other  men  in  this  county  wlio  il<  servt-  special 
mention  for  their  intelligent  and  practical  ex- 
perimenta  in  advancing  the  best  intefests  of  agri> 
CnltUtal  pursuits,  at  thi<  ;  rtii.)d,  are  Christopher 
Proctor,  Christopher  Dunn,  C  N.  fiement.  Juel 
B.  Nott,  the  WatervKet  Shakers,  and  some  others. 

These  men  were  ever  ready  to  communicate 
their  individual  experience  that  others  might  be 
benefited,  and  their  influence  was  a  force  in  com- 
mnni^  exerted  to  obtain  better  leanlts  fhrai  given 
methods.  The  practical  effects  resulting  from  the 
teaching  of  these  men  can  be  measured  only  by  the 
value  that  has  been  realized  in  the  development 
and  fonnati<Hi  of  better  methods  with  increased 
production,  establishing  a  sptcm  of  higher  agricul- 
ture, 'lliey  introduced  a  superior  grade  of  neat 
cattle  and  fiurm  slock  in  geneial.  Eiperience  is  a 
^chcr,  and  they  are  wise  who  ibllow  its  teachings. 

The  farmers  of  this  county  are  intelligent  as  a 
class ;  many  of  them  are  ibremoet  in  adopting  and 
applying  new  mediods  with  satisfiictoiy  lesolts. 

Many  farmers  have  engaged  in  growing  garden 
vegetables  and  other  staple  products  included  in 
< '  tmcfc'fanning, "  denominated  horticvltore.  A  few 
acres  are  devoted  to  this  branch,  from  which  is 
realized  a  fair  profit  The  small  farms  near  the 
city  are  almost  wholly  cultivated  in  this  way. 
Among  the  men  who  are  largely  engaged  in  truck* 
farming  may  be  mentioned  Me  sns.  C.  V.  Baker  & 
Son,  at  Fair  View  Farm ;  James  Hendrick,  of 
Font  Grove;  E.  Van  Allen,  and  many  othefs. 
The  several  islands  and  river  flats  of  the  Hudson 
are  almost  exclusively  planted  with  cabbages,  of 
which  many  thousands  are  grown. 

The  coriiest  ttmRserf  estaUished  in  the  county 
was  bjr  fiull  ft  Wilson,  1839.   Wlson,  Thorbtira 


A  Teller  had  nurseries  ah<5ut  1S4S.  George  A. 
Legget  and  Erastus  Coming,  in  Bethlehem;  James 
McEhoy  and  Haikle  firodiers,  of  New  Scodand; 
and  James  Hendridc,  of  Font  Grove,  have  been 
prominent  nurserymen.  At  the  present  time  there 
are  no  nurseries  devoted  wholly  to  ihiit  trees  and 
small  fruits;  a  few  of  tfie  florists  coltivMe  a  Hmiied 
stock  in  cnnoction  wiA  thdr  gi«e»-boiues  and 
shrubbery  culture. 

Stephxh  Van  Re.vssei.akr  established  the  first 
green-house  in  Albany  about  1824,  which  at  that 
date  was  the  only  green-house  this  side  of  New 
York  City.  Along  tiie  river  were  those  of  Dr. 
Hoosick.  near  that  time.  James  Wilson  was  gar- 
dener for  the  PatrooD.  It  was  in  these  houses  that 
the  oentur}-  plant — Agam  AmtrkoHO,  or  aloft- 
bloomed  in  1842.  The  planu  and  stock  of  these 
houses  were  ultimately  disf>osed  of  to  different 
parlies  and  tlie  buildings  taken  down.  The  grape- 
hoose  is  i»ow  dohig  service  on  the  fenn  of  James 
Hendrick. 

James  Wilson  established  his  green-houses  with 
small  fruits  and  trees  in  1835,  on  what  was  then  a 
waste  place  in  diis  city,  at  die  comer  of  South  K \wx 
and  Morris  streets.  His  grounds  were  about  three 
acres,  on  a  sloping  bill-side;  this  was  carefully 
caltivated  and  planted  with  nmseiy  stodc  and  tkm- 
ering  shrubs.  Mr.  Wilson  was  Ae  originator  of 
the  famous  "Wilson  strawberTy."  He  died  in 
1855.  His  widow  and  son  continued  the  business 
until  1866,  when  it  passed  into  the  hands  of 
John  Sprague,  then  of  Frcdk.  J.  Welch,  and, 
about  1 870,  of  Thomas  Davidson,  the  present  pro- 
prietor. Mr.  Davidson  has  six  green-houses  and 
an  extensive  collection  of  plants. 

At  Kenwood,  the  Rathbones  built  green-houses 
in  1837.  After  the  property  changed  owners,  many 
of  the  choicest  plants  were  tskenio  the  citj,  triieie 
they  now  beautify  and  ornament  the  private  CQfl- 
servatory  of  General  Rathbone; 

LouB  MsRAMD  locsted,  fai  184s,  upon  the  Tray 
road  Mid  established  his  present  green-houses  and 
nursery.  He  has  about  ten  acres  of  land,  upon 
which  are  twelve  green-houses  containing  many 
live  and  valoaUe  phints,  with  a  large  stock  of 
flowering  and  ornamental  shrubberc  and  fruit  trees. 
The  whole  plot  and  surroundings  are  attractive  and 
beauliinl  fcr  sitnatioo.  L.  Menand  ft  Sons  also 
conduct  green-honaes  near  the  rural  cemetery. 

EaASTUS  CoaNiKo,  on  his  farm  below  Kenwood, 
on  the  River  road,  erected  a  green-bouse  in  1845. 
Shm  dttt  date  esteniive  impRMemeiilB  hne  been 
madc^  grtKHng;  fitlinf  and  plantby  Ae  indofBro 
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of  ten  acres  with  natiTe  and  fonign  trees,  manfof 

irflich  arc  very  ornamental,  rare  and  valuable. 
This  private  park  conuins  fuurteen  extensive  green- 
homes  connected  trith  gardeners'  cottages.  The 
grounds  in  smnma'  are  ver\-  delightru).  The 
hooses  contain  many  rare  and  beautiful  tropical 
and  odier  exotic  plants.  The  collection  of  orchids 
Is  the  most  extensive  of  any  green^bonses  in  this 
country:  probably  the  finest  in  the  world.  Mr. 
Wm.  Gray  is  superintendent  and  gardener.  Ta- 
«ass-a-gun-shee,  is  the  Indian  name  given  to 
these  graen-hoiisa%  meaning  a  place  of  mvch 
water. 

JoMN  DiNcwAix,  in  1847,  located  and  erected 
green-bonses  upon  eight  acres  of  land  on  tEe  Troy 
road,  opposite  the  Van  Rensselaer  mansion 
prounds,  where  he  has  si.\  green-houses  well- 
stocked  with  a  fine  collection  of  valuable  plants. 
Nnneiy  siodt  is  cultivated  in  the  open  spaces. 
Ulis  garden  occupies  the  ground  made  memorable 
as  the  spot  apon  which  Daniel  Webster  delivered 
his  gnat  Albany  speech  in  dw  Hsicbon  campaign 
of  18401,  heard  by  lo^ooo  listenos. 

Louis  Globckxix  has  green-homes  and  shrub- 
bery at  the  rural  cemetery  for  cut  floweia^  pbmts 

and  other  decorative  supplies. 

P.  G.  Pfordt's  Sons  conduct  green-houses  in  the 
Qty  of  Albany,  on  Noidi  Broadway,  for  the  culti- 
vation iirid  sale  of  plants  and  flowers.  These  were 
formerly  located  on  the  Shalier  road,  north  of  West 


Albany,  and  were  otmducted  by  Joseph  FIbidt, 

as  nurseryman,  florist  and  farmer. 

A.  F.  CHATFiEi.n,  florist  and  proprietor  of  Ex- 
otic Circen-houscs,  is  located  at  66  Chestnut  street, 
Albany  Oief.   EstabHsbed  in  1 858. 

J.vMKs  Hendrick,  of  Font  Grove,  at  Slinger- 
land.s,  established  extensive  i^reen-houses  in  1869. 
He,  for  a  lime  also  engaged  in  the  cultivation  of 
fruit  trees  and  nursery  stock.  He  hss  twenty-one 
grcen-hnusos,  1 5  x  ic-d  feet,  which  occupy,  with 
out-door  culture,  about  six  acres,  for  cut  flowers 
and  plants  to  supply  his  tiade.  He  lun  an  office 
at  36  North  Peari  Stteet,  Albany. 

Whiitik  Brothfrs  erected  extensi\e  ^n-en- 
houses  on  a  plat  of  five  acres  on  .Madisun  avenue, 
Albany,  in  l884«  Here  are  grown  plants  and 
ornamental  shrubbery  in  great  variety,  for  cut 
flowers  houijuets  and  the  trade.  Connected  with 
these  greeii-houses  is  a  store  in  Tweddte  Building. 

WAsmKoroN  PAmc,  Albany,  has  extensive  gre«i- 

houses  for  coltivaiing  plants  and  shrubbery, 
under  the  care  of  Matthew  Fink,  superintendent. 
These  were  built  in  1883,  upon  a  portion  of  the 
Ahns-hoose  pnqiwtQr,  tm  the  New  Scothtnd  plank 
road  and  near  the  Lexington  avenue  entianoe  lo 

the  park. 

A.  J.  BiNLEY,  No.  323  Clinton  avenue,  first  lo- 
cated on  First  street  in  i88a^  has  a  green-house 
and  lot  for  die  cultivation  and  sale  of  phnts  and 

flowers. 


THE  NEW  YORly  STATE  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY 


^AS  organised  by  a  few  publio^rited  men, 

assembled  in  Albany  in  the  year  1832  from 
different  parts  of  the  State.  A  constitution  was 
adopted  and  the  following  officers  elected:  Le  Ray 
De  Chaamont,  President:  Ambrose  Spencer,  Jacob 
Norris,  Edward  P.  Livingston,  R  obert  R-  Rose, 
Vice-Presidents;  Philip  S,Van  Rensselaer,  Record- 
ing Secretary;  Jesse  Buel,  Corresponding  Secretary; 
Charles  R.  Webster,  Treasurer;  Henry  W.  Del- 
avan,  Horatio  Hickox,  John  Townsend,  Executixe 
Committee.  The  society  held  a  catde  show  and 
fiur  dw  next  year;  but  the  want  of  funds  prevented 
a  continuance  of  fairs.  The  charter  was  granted 
for  twenty  years.  It  was  renewed  in  1843.  An 
act  passed  by  dw  Legisfattnre  for  die  encourage- 
ment of  agriculture^  iqipiopriating  |8,ooo  for  five 


yean,  (0  be  divided  among  die  societies,  gave  the 

friends  of  agriculture  renew  ed  courage.  The  soci- 
ety was  reorganized  in  1841,  with  Joel  B.  Nott,  of 
Bethlehem,  as  President.  The  first  frir  was  held 
the  same  jrear  at  Syracuse,  and  in  Albany  the  next 
year.  Since  that  date  the  soc  iety  has  held  fairs  and 
agricultural  exhibitions,  as  well  as  floricultural  and 
medianical  displays^  at  Albany  in  the  following 
years :  1850^  1859^  1871,  1873,  1876,  1880  and 
1885. 

The  annual  fairs,  with  a  change  of  location  each 
year,  have  become  one  of  the  institutions  of  the 

State;  and  the  throngs  of  people  who  annually 
flock  to  its  exhibition  grounds  from  all  classes  and 
ranks  of  society,  give  very  gratifyug  evidence  of 
high  public  appwctatioa 
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Tlie  lociety  meets  annually  al  its  rooms  in  Albany 
and  has  a  winter  exhibition  of  agricultural  and 
dairj  products.  Connected  with  this  State  society  is 
the  interesting  Agricultural  Museum,  whidi  oc- 
cupies rooms  in  the  building  on  State  street,  corner 
of  Lodge,  in  which  are  the  offices  of  the  society  and 
•pedal  aocommodationa  fbr  extonive  depart- 
meilts.  On  the  19th  of  November,  1784,  an  an- 
nual £iiir  for  vending  cattle  was  held  in  Albany. 
ChanceUor  Livingston  was  a  farmer  of  intelligence. 
He  is  craditad  with  introducing  gjpnm  as  a  fertit- 
iaer  aa  eadjr  a*  1789. 


In  1790,  a  Society  was  instituted  for  the  Pro- 
motion of  Agriculture,  Arts  and  Manufactures. 
Among  its  active  members  were  Chancellor  Liv- 
ingston, Simeon  De  Witt  and  Ezra  L'Hommedieu. 
The  society  continued  its  labors  and  issued  its 
publications  until  1804,  when  it  was  merged  into 
the  Society  for  the  Fkomotion  of  the  Usefiil  Arts. 
It  subseqttentl>  was  SDeiged  in  die  iUhanjr  In- 
stitute. 

The  first  anniversary  address  was  delivered  be- 
fore the  society.  January,  179s,  bf  the  teamed 
Dr.  Samad  L.  MitcbeU. 


ALBANY  COUNTY  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY. 


IN  1818,  an  Albany  County  Agricultural  Society 
exiitied,  which  leoeifed  I350  from  the  Slate, 

and  held  three  annual  fairs.  The  first  annual  ex- 
hibition of  the  Albany  and  Rensselaer  Horticul- 
taral  Society  was  held  in  the  Geological  Rooms, 
Albany,  September,  1848.  Fairs  and  exhibitions 
followed  in  1849  and  1850.  The  town  of  Coey- 
mans  organized  an  Agricultural  Society  in  1651, 
with  James  W.  Joli^,  PieridenL  This  was  after- 

ward  merged  into  the  County  Society. 

Tbursday,May  14,  1853,  a  meeting  was  held  in  the 
rooms  of  die  Sbite  .\gricultnnl  Society  at  Albany 
for  the  purpose  of  organizing  an  agricultural  soci- 
ety for  the  County  of  Albany.  At  this  meeting 
James  W.  JoUey,  of  Coeymans,  was  called  to  the 
chair,  and  Joseph  Warren,  of  Albanj,  acted  as 
Secretary.  After  the  usual  preliminary  discussion, 
the  organization  was  effected  by  the  election  of  the 
following  officers  :  President,  James  W.  Jolley  ; 
Treasurer,  £.  £.  PlaU;  Secretaiy,  Joseph  Warren  ; 
with  a  Vice-President  for  each  town. 

The  first  annual  fair  of  this  society  was  held  at 
Bethlehem  Centre,  Ocu>ber  4, 5  sad  6»  1853.  The 
receipts  were  $900.  The  fisir  grounds  were  lo- 
cated too  far  from  the  ciQr,  with  no  conveniences 
for  reaching  them. 

The  second  annual  fair  took  place  on  the  Wash- 
inj^ton  r.ir.nle  Grounds  in  November,  1854. 

1855. — The  third  annual  fair  was  held  on 
Waridngton  Parade  Groonds,  SqMember  S5,  s6 
and  S7. 

January  2,  1S56,  the  society  was  reorganized, 
with  Levi  Shaw,  President ;  Richard  Kimmey, 
Vice>PMDdent ;  Charles  R.  Wook^,  Secrelaiy ;  L. 
G.  Ten  E7ck,  Traasuier.. 


1856.  — The  fourth  annual  fair  was  held  on 
Washingtoii  FSrade  Grounds,  September  S3,  %^ 

and  25. 

1857.  — ^Joseph  Hilton,  President  Fair  was 
held  in  Albany  in  October. 

1858.  — William  Hurst,  President  Fairheldon 
Washington  Pamde  Grounds,  September  ai,  ss, 
23,  «4. 

1859  and  i86a— Wittbm  Hais^  Ftesident 

Fair  held  at  .\lbany,  .September  18,  19,  20,  21. 

1 86 1.  — Wm.  Uorst,  President  No  lair  this 
year. 

1862.  — William  Tuttie,  President 

May  8.  1862,  was  organized  the  Town  Union 
Agricultural  Association  of  the  County  of  Albany. 
The  following  offioeis  were  dected;  Ftasident, 

Jurian  Wnne;  \'icc  President,  James  W.  Jolley; 
Treasurer,  Wm.  IL  Slmgerland;  Secretary,  Samuel 
C  Bradt 

June  7,  t86s.  The  Town  Union  Agricultural 

Assfxialion,  at  a  special  meeting,  changed  its  title 
to  Albany  County  Agricultural  Society.  Its  organ- 
ization was  made  to  oonibnn  to  the  Act  of  i^Mril 
13,  1855.  The  officers  chosen  were:  President, 
Jurian  Winne;  Vice-President,  James  W.  Jolley; 
Treasurer,  Wm.  H.  Slingerland;  Secretary,  Samnd 
C  Bradt    No  fair  held  this  year. 

1863.  — Jurian  Winne,  President  Fairheldon 
Washington  Parade  Grounds,  September  39,  30 

'  and  October  1  and  s.  Receipts,  |4,ooa 

1864.  — I..eonard  G.  Ten  Eyck,  President  Oc- 
tober 4,  5,  6  and  7.   Fair  held  on  Parade  Grounds. 

I  1865. — Henry  Callahan,  President  Albany  and 
:  Rensselaer  Cotuities  jobitly  hdd  a  fitir  on  Usad 
1  FsriE,  ScfMendier  19,  so^  si  and  tt. 
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1866.— Jacob  Measeager,  Pmident   Fair  bdd 

last  week  in  September. 

■  1867. — l"he  Alban)'  City  and  County  Agricul- 
tonl  and  Indmbial  Sodetfes  hdd  a  6ir  and  exbi- 
bitioil  in  Albany  in  September. 

1869. — Joseph  Hilton,  President.  The  above 
societies  held  their  fair  and  exhibition  at  Albany 
the  first  week  in  October. 

1871. — William  Ramsay,  President:  D.  V. 
Raynsford,  Treasurer;  'lliomas  Bagley,  Supcrin- 
tendoit;  John  H.  Fairdl,  Secictaiy.  August  131b 
of  this  year  the  society  was  organized  as  a  st(x:k 
company.  A  fair  was  held  at  Hurstvillc  in  Octo- 
ber. The  weather  was  rainy  and  unfavorable, 
and  financially  it  was  a  fialnr^  bdng  remote 
firom  the  city  and  attended  wiUi  many  incoo« 
veniences. 

187a. — George  Tweddle^  Pntidcnt   No  fidr. 

1873. — December  3d,  the  Albany  CbunljSodely 
held  a  meeting  to  elect  <  >(liccrs. 

1873. — In  the  moalli  u<  June  the  Albany  Agri- 
coltnial  and  Art  Aaaodadon  was  ofganiaed;  Presi- 
dent, Thomas  W.  Olcott;  Vice- Presii lent,  M  uirice 
E.  Viele;  Treasurer,  Wm.  H.  Haskell;  Secretary, 
Volkeit  P.  Donw. 

Tlic  society  purchased  about  forty-four  acres 
of  land  fotir  miles  noith  of  the  dtjr,  between 


the  Watervliet  turnpike  and  horse  railway  on  the 
east,  and  the  Albany  ;ind  Saratoga  Railroad  on  the 
west.  This  location  was  adapted  to  the  purpuses 
intended  by  the  sode^  as  peratanent  exhtbitiaii 
grounds,  with  all  the  necessary  buildings  ma> 
chinery  and  other  facilities  to  render  them  attmct- 
ive,  convenient  and  comfortable  for  general  and 
special  porposes. 

Tlic  ground  was  planned  by  ]n]m  Bogart.  who 
superintended  the  grading,  road-making,  plant- 
ing trees  and  other  improvencnta.  The  soci- 
ety erected  buildings,  sheds,  machinery  depart- 
ments, offices  and  other  structures,  at  a  cost  of 
$30,000.  The  ground  was  inclosed  by  a  dose 
fimoe;  On  the  west,  platforms  were  erected  fat 
railroad  c<  in\eniences.  The  New  York  State  Agri- 
cultural Society  held  their  fair  on  these  grounds 
after  completion  of  buildings  in  1875. 

1874. — ^Thomas  W.  Olcott.  President.  This  so- 
ciety, with  the  Albanv  Countv  Society,  held  a  joint 
fair  on  tiiese  grounds  September  22,  23,  24,  25. 
Votkert  P.  Donw.  Superintendent 

The  last  officers  elt-rted  for  AUrany  County  Agri- 
cultural Society  were  George  Tweddle,  President; 
John*  H.  Farrdl,  Secretary;  D.  V.  &  RaToafiird, 
Treasurer.  The  sodetjr  has  held  no  Mn  sboe 
1874. 


THE  SHAKERS  OF  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


THE  United  Society  of  Believers,  called  Shakers,  , 
leaide  hi  the  township  of  WaietvUe^  and  are 
located  at  Shaker  Post'offuc.  six  miles  north  of 
AttMBjr.    The  post-office  was  esublished  in  1871. 

This  settlement  was  Ibnnded  as  a  religtons  and 
secular  society  in  the  year  1775,  by  Ann  Lee,  | 
born   in   Manchester,    England,    in  1736.  She 
came  to  America  when  she  was  38  years  old,  ; 
withafewofherfiidkmers.  | 

The  society  now  has  four  families,  called  the 
Church  family,  the  North  family,  the  West  family 
and  the  Sondi  family,  all  numbering  about  300 
souls.  Mother  Ann,  as  she  was  called,  died  Sep- 
tember 8,  1784,  and  is  buried  in  the  Shaker 
cemetery,  in  a  plain  plat  of  inclosed  ground,  with  , 
nothing  to  maik  the  spot  save  a  rimple  dab  of  ; 
vhite  marble  inscribed  with  the  name  of  the  dead. 

Our  article  is  compiled  from  verbal  statements 
and  from  a  volume  prepared  by  Calvin  Gtesn  . 
ud  Seth  Y.  Wdk    The  doctrine  and  6Hh  I 


of  this  sodeiy  are  tully  ucated  111  tills  book 
as  those  which  Mother  Ann  taught  They  are  sub* 
stantially  as  fellows  :  The  second  appearing  of 
Christ  in  pemon;  that  all  will  become  Christ's  when 
fitted  bf  self-denial;  that  Jesus  became  die  Christ 
at  His  baptism;  the  communis  of  all  temporal 
things  and  etTects;  a  life  of  consecrated  celibacy; 
non-resistance  and  freedom  from  the  strifes  of  war; 
and  non-inteifefence  with  political  parties,  with  no 
distinction  of  jjovernment. 

'ilie  society  owns  about  3,000  acres  of  land  in 
different  puts  of  die  town,  whidi  is  in  a  good 
state  of  cnldvntion,  and  upon  which  productive 
crops  of  grass,  grain,  broom  com,  vegetables  and 
fruit  are  grown.  About  100  head  of  neat  cattle 
furnish  the  several  feuniHes  with  the  necessary  dairy 
supplies,  and  50  horses  are  required  for  labor  on 
the  farms,  trucking  and  marketing.  I'he  pursuits 
of  die  people  am  wled  aoootding  to  the  wants  of 
the  sodety  and  the  demands  of  trade.  Some  are 
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engaged  in  agricaltore,  some  in  horticaltnK^  uA 

some  in  the  mechanical  arts.  Still  others  are  en- 
gaged in  canniDg  fruit  and  vegetables,  while  the 
aaw-mill,  broom  ftctorj  and  Nvenl  other  thops 
give  emplojrment  to  many  busy  hands. 

The  domestic  and  household  affairs  are  presided 
over  by  raithful  superintendents,  assisted  by  the 
neceasary  hdp.  Order,  system,  neatnna  and  punc- 
tuality prevail  in  every  department. 

Their  dwellings,  offices,  factories,  shops,  sture- 
iMWses  and  fimn-boildings  of  evety  deacription  aie 
all  aobatanttal,  plain  structurea,  Imilt  for  use,  not 
ornament,  containing  all  llic  necessary  improve* 
ments  of  modem  invention  that  skill  can  devise  for 
die  convenienoe  of  nan  and  the  oomliNt  of 
domestic  animals.  The  mechanical  work  in  its 
several  branches  is  performed  by  members  of  the 
aode^,  many  of  whom  are  skilled  workmen. 
Watoraod  steam  power  am  medfitr  manufacturing 
purposes.  During  the  season  of  jTpneral  admission 
to  their  iiabbath  worship,  great  crowds  from  the 
sarroonding  country  visit  tiiem,  mosdy  to  bear  their 
impressive  singing'  and  witness  their  j)cculiar  danc- 
ing. Their  present  church  editice  is  a  large  plain 
building,  having  a  seating  capacity  for  i ,  ooo  persona 

In  their  moral  training  they  are  carefully  taught 
to  regard  the  iirint  iples  of  honesty,  punctuality  and 
uprightness  in  all  their  conduct;  to  keep  a  con- 
science void  of  offimse  towaids  God  and  all  men ; 
to  be  nfcat,  cleanly  and  inilustrious:  to  observe  the 
rules  uf  prudence,  temperance  and  chastity;  to 
subdue  all  feelings  of  selfishness  and  hatred;  to  let 
the  law  of  kindness,  love  and  charity  govern  all 
their  feelings  towards  ciicli  <  itiicr:  t'  >  shun  contentirm 
and  strife;  careful  neither  tu  give  nor  take  offense;  to 
Gondoct  diemaevea  widi  civility,  deoenqr  and  good 
order  before  all  people;  to  promote  the  happiness 
of  each  other;  to  live  in  gospel  purity,  peace, 
union,  and  social  harmony,  llwae  are  among 
those  virtuous  principles  which  actuate  the  people 
of  the  United  5N>ciety  in  all  their  temporal  concem.s, 
and  which  tend  greatly  to  promote  the  health  and 
prosperity  of  die  aodety,  and  honre  die  hleasiiigi 
of  divine  providence  upon  all  their  labors. 

A  well  conducted  monthly,  called  the  Shaker 
Manifesto,  is  published  in  this  communis,  edited 
by  Rev.  G.'A.  Lomaa.  All  visitms,  if  courteous 
themselves,  are  treated  with  marked  attention  and 
coorteqr.  The  business  relations  of  these  people 
widi  merchant^  and  all  others  who  have  dealings 
with  them,  are  tboae  of  welt-establiabed  totegiity 
and  trust 

The  history  of  this  interesting  society  in  its 
origfal  ia  so  peculiar,  and  ao  hugd^  identified  widi 


I  oor  ooonty,  that  we  give  it  more  in  detail  Mother 

Ann,  while  in  England,  wa.s  often  shamefully 
j  abused  and  a  number  of  times  imprisoned  upon 
I  varloos  chargea  brought  by  Iwr  enemiea ;  after  a 

j  time  ker  people  were  allowed  to  enjoy  iMr  ftidi 

in  i»eace.  but  thfir  [Kihlic  testimony  ceased  in 
I  England  about  a  year  bciorc  they  embarked  for 
I  America. 

Mother  .\nn  t>\  a  siiecial  revelation,  dircct- 
1  ed  to  repair  to  America,  and  this  revelation  was 
communicated  to  die  aociety,  which  was  confinned 
by  signs,  visions  and  manifixtatioos  to  many  of  the 
members,  who  were  given  jiermission  to  accompany 
her.  Accordingly,  those  who  became  the  com- 
panions of  Mother  Ann  in  her  voyage  to  America, 
and  professedly  members  of  her  society,  were 
Abraham  Stanley,  her  husband,  William  Lee,  her 
brodier,  Jamea  Whittaker,  John  Hocfcndl,  Richard 
Hocknell,  JaoMS  Shepherd,  Maiy  Futingion  and 

Naiuy  I.e<'. 

Having  settled  their  aliiurs,  they  embarked  at 
Liverpool  on  hoard  tiie  sMpBAiriah,  Osptafai  Smith, 

ofXew  ViHk,  and  sailed  on  the  lyth  of  May,  1774. 
After  enduring  the  storms  and  dangers  of  the  sea  in 
an  old  leaky  ship,  they  arrived  safely  in  New  Yoric 
I  on  the  6th  of  .\ugust  following. 

After  Mother  .\nn  and  her  little  faniil\  urrived  in 
tills  country,  they  pas-sed  through  many  M:enes  of 
difBcnl^  of  a  temporal  nature:  Being  strangers  ha 
the  land  and  without  any  means  of  subsistence, 
they  were  obliged  to  seek  employment  where  they 
could  find  it,  and  at  the  same  time  arrange  plana 
for  their  future  residence,  .\ccordingly,  William 
\xf  and  John  Hocknell  went  up  the  river  and  con- 
tracted lor  a  lot  of  land  in  the  G^unty  of  Albany. 
Mother  Ann,  her  brotlier  WiUhun,  and  the  oihaa 
went  to  Albany,  where  they  found  employment. 
But  she  did  not  reside  there  permanently.  In  the 
beginning  of  the  autumn  of  1 775  Abraliam  Stanley 
waa  taken  aick,  and,  after  hia  recovery,  and  before 
he  was  fully  able  to  labor,  he  beiran  to  a-ssociate 
with  the  wicked  and  lewd,  and  lost  all  sense  of 
religion.  Unwilling  to  feraake  hia  wicked  wiqra, 
the  relation  between  Mother  Ann  and  her  hus- 
band  ceased.  John  Hocknell,  with  his  family,  re- 
turned from  England  December  35,  1775,  and 
met  Modier  Ana  in  New  Yoik,  wlwre  they  re- 
mained until  Februar)'  following,  and  then  went 
on  to  Albany  by  land.  Having  brought  ibeir 
effects  irom  New  York  after  the  opening  of  the 
river,  their  next  object  was  to  prepare  for  a  setde- 
roent  in  the  wilderness  b>  clearing  their  land, 
erecting  suitable  buildings  and  making  other  nec- 
eaaaiy  provisional  which  they  aooomplidied  in  the 
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Oonne  of  the  summer,  aiul  in  the  mouth  of  Sep- 
tember, 1776,  they  took  up  their  rcsick'nce  in  the 
woods  of  what  is  now  Watervliet,  about  six 
mUetnofthweitof  AlUny  City.  TImw  bnds  weie 
in  the  Van  Rensselaer  manor  and  were  leased  from 
the  F&troon  on  the  usual  terms  and  conditions,  and 
were  mostly  the  light  aandy  plains  of  the  vicinity. 
Here,  in  a  wilderness  state,  they  b«gHl  with  zeal 
and  industry,  through  siifferinp",  to  prepare  the 
way  for  a  permanent  settlement.  Here  they  held 
their  meetbgs  lor  three  yeen  and  a  halt  nntil  the 
way  was  opened  for  giving  thdr  testimony  to  the 
world  in  the  spring  of  1 780. 

Daring  this  year  the  society  was  encoaraged  in 
hs  work  by  additions  to  their  numbeis;  new  con- 
verts were  added,  and  their  meetings  were  largely 
attended  by  persons  from  a  distance,  notably  from 
New  Lebanon.  From  varioos  parts  of  the  country 
many  embraced  the  faith  of  the  society.  This  new 
sect  and  their  religion  were  looked  upon  by  the 
world  as  fanatical  The  conntty  being  at  war, 
these  people  were  iccused  of  being  enemies  to 
freedom,  l  lio  cliartro  of  treason  was  publicly  made 
against  tiiem.  In  consequence  of  these  accusa- 
tions^ Mother  Ann  and  a  number  of  the  leading 
characters  were,  in  ihc  month  of  July,  imprisoned 
in  Albany.  This  naturally  excited  great  sympathy, 
and  as  they  appeared  an  inoffensive  people,  many 
from  varioos  quarters  virited  them  uid  were  soon 
convinced  not  >niy  of  thdr  innocence,  but  of  the 
tmdi  of  their  tcsitimony. 

Thdr  enemies  were  highly  offended  when  they 
saw  their  object  defeated,  and  concluded  that  by 
separating  Motlicr  Ann  from  her  followers,  the  so- 
ciety would  cume  to  an  end.  They  sent  her  down 
the  river  about  the  middle  of  August,  wiA  a  view 
to  banish  her  to  the  British  army,  then  in  New 
Yoih;  but  not  being  able  to  accomplish  their  ob- 
ject she  was  landed  at  Poughkecpsie,  and  impris- 
oned in  the  jail  of  that  town. 

About  the  zcth  l)cccmt>cr  following,  those  who 
had  been  confiiicd  at  Albany  lor  hve  months  were 
releaaed  without  triiL  Thqr  immediatdy  virited 
Mother  Ann  at  Poughkeepsic,  ;ind  tliroiiijh  thi  ir 
intercession  with  Governor  George  Clinton,  she 
was  rdessed  about  the  last  of  December.  Thus 
ended  the  only  imprisonment  they  sulfered  in 
.\merica. 

On  May  3,  1781,  Mother  Ann,  with  some 
of  her  ibUowen,  set  out  on  a  visit  to  Harvard, 
"in  Massachussetts.  But  here,  as  usual,  she  met 
enemies,  and  persecution  was  at  once  set  in  mo- 
tion. Every  evil  report  and  every  widced  device 
were  called  forth  to  render  them  odions  in  the  eyes 


I  of  the  people.  The  usual  char  uc^  >  A  being  enemies 
'  to  the  countr)-,  of  living  in  debauchery  and  pmc- 
i  ticing  witchcraft  were  alleged  against  tiiem. 

In  consequence  of  these  accusations  they 
,  suffered  much  personal  abuse,  and  were  shame- 
fully and  cruelly  uealed.  These  persecutions,  how- 
ever, lilte  die  imprisonment  at  ^^bany,  served  only 
to  accelerate  the  means  of  extending  the  testimony, 
which  greatly  increased  the  number  of  believers. 
About  the  beginning  of  July,  1783,  they  left  Har- 
vard to  return  westward,  and  on  thdr  joura^ 
visited  the  other  societies.  Leaving  New  Lebanon 
on  the  4lh  September,  ihcy  returned  to  Water- 
vliet, ha\nng  been  absent  two  years  and  three 
months. 

'      In  July,  1784,  the  society  was  called  to  sustain  a 
severe  trial  in  the  deatli  of  Elder  William  Lee. 
This  event  was  soon  followed  by  another,  in  the 
loss  of  the  visible  presence  and  protection  of  their 
j  dearly  beloved  Mother.    Being  herself  sensible 
that  her  time  was  short,  she  often  reminded  the 
people  of  it  and  exhorted  them  to  fidUifulnett  and 
perseverance  iu  tlic  \s\\\  of  God.    Having  finished 
^  her  work  on  earth,  she  was  called  to  bid  adieu  to 
I  all  worldly  things,  and  was  rdeaaed  from  her  labors^ 
'  her  sorrow  and  sufferings,  and  calmly  resigned  her 
soul  to  God,  on  the  morning  of  September  8,  1784. 

The  society  being  now  deprived  of  their  fiiithful 
friend  and  guide,  Elder  James  Whittaker  succeed- 
ed her  in  the  ministry,  and  was  henceforth  called 
Father  James.  'Ilie  society  labored  on  in  the 
woric  before  it,  and,  widi  increasing  prosi)erity, 
saw  the  necessity  of  being  gathered  into  a  more 
united  body,  for  greater  protection  and  a  farther 
increase  of  their  spiritual  travail. 

In  die  autumn  of  1785,  was  raised  the  lint  house 
of  public  worship  ever  built  by  the  society.  From 
this  time  the  affairs  of  the  society  began  to  assume 
a  more  regular  fimn  and  order.  This  house  still 
stands,  well  prcscr\cd. 

Father  James  died  July  20,  1787,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded in  the  ministry  by  Joseph  Meacham  and 
Lucy  Wright,  who  was  appointed  as  tlie  first  lead- 
inc  character  in  ilie  female  line.  TTiesc  two  were 
established  by  the  gift  of  God  as  spiritual  parents 
in  dinrch  rdation  and  first  mintaeis  of  gospel 
order.  Under  their  ministration  the  people  were 
gathered  into  a  united  body,  and  were  gradunlly 
formed  into  church  relation  at  New  Lebanon,  unit- 
ing thdr  interests  in  one  common  stock,  both 
spiritual  and  temporal,  having  all  Ahigs  in  com- 
mon. 

Mother  Ann  posssassd  remaiicahle  powen  nd 
laculties  of  mind  by  nature,  whidi  were  greatly 
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enburged  and  atrengthened  bjr  the  gift  of  God.  At 
tbnes,  when  under  the  power  and  operation  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  her  countenance  shone  with  the  gioiy 
of  God,  and  influence  of  her  spirit  at  mdi 
time>  was  great  bejond  description,  and  no  one 


was  able  to  gainaaj  or  rarirt  the  aatbori^bjrwhkh 

she  spoke.  Her  whole  soul  appeared  to  be  alwajrs 
engaged  in  the  work  of  God,  and  the  Spirit  oi  God 
aeemed  to  breathe  throng])  all  her  words  and 
actions 


TEMPERANCE  WORK  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


PEOPLE  of  different  countries  have  many  cu\>- 
ton%  hahitfl,  and  aodal  reUtions  in  oomnon. 
These  are  dq^dent,  in  a  measure,  upon  educa- 
tion, temperament,  and  constitutional  hereditjr. 

In  the  setdement  of  this  countjr,  it  ahaied  in 
both  the  guoJ  and  the  bad  dements  Aat  were 
brought  by  ihe  settlers.  Perhaps  no  two  greater 
evils  could,  by  any  possibility,  have  been  introduced 
and  fbateied,  nnder  aanction  of  cosiom  and  hw, 
than  human  slavery  and  intemperance  caused  by 
the  use  of  akoholic  beverages,  fioth  evils  made 
rapid  growth:  the  iiist  tfaroi^h  the  dave  trade,  and 
the  latter  by  immigration.  Human  slavery  was 
abolished  by  statute  in  this  State  and  county  in 
1827,  without  the  loss  of  life  or  bloodshed;  but 
the  inititntion,  as  a  natiottal  evil,  exiated  in  otlia' 
Statea  until  1863,  when,  throu^rh  a  war  which  cost 
thousands  of  lives  and  millions  of  dollars,  slavery 
was  forever  aboliahed  in  the  United  States. 

The  itttuieof  this  luw-protectcd  evil,  the  manu- 
focture  and  traffic  in  alcoholic  and  malt  liquors,  is 
becoming  a  national  danger,  and  its  iinal  overthrow 
will  require  heroic  meaaures.  How  to  acooroplidi 
this  is  a  momentous  ijucstiiMi,  and  has  occupied 
the  consideration  of  worthy  and  thoughtful  men. 
It  is  not  by  any  sudden  or  arbilrar}'  legislation  that 
great  social  evils  and  the  burdens  of  human  woes 
arc  lessened.  Let  children  and  youth  hase  light. 
Let  us  have  more  formation  and  less  reformation 
will  be  needed  Few  are  made  drankaids  after 
diqr  are  forty  years  old.  Few  ara  isfbimed  after 
they  reach  that  age. 

After  many  years  of  experience,  temperance  re- 
formera  have  learned  that  victorioua  parties  are 
born  of  many  elements  in  citizenship,  gathered 
about  one  great  issue  of  paramount  importance, 
and  paitiea  die  when  tb^  fidl  to  ibfoe  that  issue 
upon  the  conscience  and  manhood  of  a  free 
people. 

For  My  years,  or  more,  men  and  women  have 
aealonsif  hboied  to  modify  the  tafllc  and  sup- 
press the  ravages  of  intempeianoe  in  dtis  coun^, 


and  wlMicver  of  success  has  alieiided  tliese  efforts 
ibr  mitigating  die  evil,  opposing  forces  and  special 

interests,  arose  dissensions  and  differences  of 
opinion  in  regard  to  methods  brought  divisions; 
and  numerous  sodetia  and  oiganiiations  fidlowed. 

Temperance  sodeties  in  the  county  did  not 
assume  much  importance  until  about  1830. 

i  One  of  the  earliest  societies  was  organized  in 
i8a8,  in  die  sdiooiMxMae  near  Cheaterville.  The 

'  meeting  was  called  and  ])rcsidcd  over  by  Deacon 
Holmes.  Two  persons  signed  what  was  called 
the  open  pledge,  which  allowed  the  person  to 
drink  all  beverages  but  distilled  liquors.  Mr. 
Ev-ans,  one  of  the  signers,  is  dead;  the  other,  Peter 
P.  Uarrower,  is  living  in  Albany,  an  honored 
ndnister  of  the  Mediodist  Church.  This  pledge 
proved  a  complete  failure.  .\  few  years  later,  the 
prindpks  of  toul  abstinence  were  advocated  and 

I  inserted  in  the  pledges.    Men  who  were  at  first 

I  unwilling  to  give  this  subject  caidul  ttiought, 
began  to  investigate  the  facts  that  were  presented, 
and  many  prominent  citizens  became  convinced 

I  and  identified  with  the  eflbfts  of  aodedes  that 
followed. 

^     The  following  memoranda  of  early  temperance 
movements  and  societies  in  Albany  were  furnished 
I  by  Professor  McCoy. 

1.  In  the  year  1832  there  were  fourteen  temper- 
I  ance  societies  in  Albany,  with  an  aggregate  mem- 
i  benhip  of  4,164. 

2.  The  First  Ward  Temperance  Sodety,  Erastua 
Coming,  President,  and  Gerrit  L.  Dox,  Secretary, 
had  1,227  members. 

3.  The  Second  Ward  Temperance  Sodetj, 
Charles  R.  Webster,  President,  and*  Eli  Peny, 
Secretary,  had  410  members. 

4.  The  Third  Ward  Temperance  Sodetf,  Uriah 
Marvin,  President,  and  Israel  Williams^  SecRtsij, 
had  a  membership  of  410. 

5.  The  Fourth  Ward  Tempcraute  Society,  Joseph 
Alexander,  President,  and  John  Davia^  Seoelaiy, 
had  STomemben. 
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6.  The  Fifth  Ward  Temperance  Society,  H.  A. 
Fay,  President,  and  George  W.  Carpenter,  Seoetaiy, 
had  349  members. 

7.  llwre  WW  a  Gaaal  Temperance  Socie^»  of 
which  'rha<ideus  Joy  wu  Resident,  and  Horace 
Meecb,  Secretary. 

8.  The  Albany  Apprentices'  Society  nmnbered 
1 1 1  members.  K.  J.  Hosfoid  WB8  Pmident,  and 
William  Bleeker,  Secretary. 

9.  The  Furriers'  Temperance  Society  had  1 1 2 
ncinbcnL  Ena  P.  PNntice^  Pkesident)  and  C  J< 
Taylor,  Secretary. 

10.  The  Hibernian  Temperance  Society,  Rev. 
Charles  Smith,  President,  and  P.  M.  Morange, 
Secretary,  had  133  members. 

11.  The  .\frican  Temperance  Soi  ieh  had  192 
members,  with  B.  Lattimer,  President,  and  Rich-  1 
aid  Thompaon,  Secietatf. 

12.  The  -Mbany  Young  Men's  Temperance 
Society,  Bradford  R.  Wood,  President,  and  Archi- 
bald McClure,  Secretary,  had  500  members. 

13.  Hieie  iPBt  an  Albany  County  Temperance 
Society,  membership  nr.t  given,  of  whidi  A.  Piatt  ' 
was  Preaident^  and  Benjamin  F.  Butler,  late  | 
Attonqr^Geneial  of  tbe  United  States,  was  Vice- 
President 

14.  The  Albany  Academy  Temperance  Society, 
W.  F.  Pohlman,  President,  and  E.  T.  Griffith, 
Secfetaijr,  noraberad  150  membcfa. 

15.  In  some  cases  one  person  probably  be- 
longed to  two  societies.  Perhaps  the  total  mem- 
benbip  in  Albany  County  indnded  8,500  penoni. 
The  total  population  of  Albuny  in  183*,  waa 

36,000; 

l6k  183a  was  the  year  of  the  cholera.  The 
whole  number  of  deadw  bjr  diolem  in  Albenjr,  of 

persons  "mt  ten  years  old,  was  336.    f)f  theae  but 
two  were  members  of  temperance  societies. 

17.  The  Albany  Young  Men's  Temperance  .So- 
ciety probably  led  to  the  formation  of  the  Albany 
Young  Men's  .■Xssoi-ialion.  The  membrrs  of  the 
former,  Amos  Dean,  Bradford  K.  W  ood  and  others, 
were  ibnnden  of  the  latter. 

Tbe  oiganiation  of  these  societies  wiis  laigely 
due  to  the  henric  labon^  raolute  purpose,  and 
powerful  influence  of  Edward  C.  Dclavan,  of 
Albany,  a  wine  merchant,  the  great  and  well-known 
apostle  of  temperance,  who,  with  a  terrible  fcar- 
lesancaa  and  led  advocated  the  suppresrion  of  tfie 
salf^  of  intoxicants  and  the  awful  d,ingcr  of  drink- 
ing habits.  He  revolutionized  customs  which  bad 
bean  lon^  in  eiitence.  Hia  Mil  In  tiUa  reftnn 
w«i  ao  giea^  dukt  hia  opinions  were  at  times  utlend 


with  great  vehemence  and  enthusiasm.  His  oppo- 
nents he  treated  with  fairness;  yet  he  never  receded 
from  what  he  believed  to  be  right  and  just. 

A  temperance  sentiment  began  to  grow  in 
.\lbanv.  It  pained  the  attention  of  a  few  clergy- 
men and  prominent  citizens,  who  examined  and 
approved  the  necessity  of  action  in  this  nferm. 
Public  meetings  were  held,  at  which  free  discusBon 
and  inquiry  were  made.  These  meetings  caused 
the  organization  of  temperance  societies  as  above. 
Pnblic  sentiment  was  changed.  Cleigymen  did 
not  hesitate  to  express  their  opinions.  Eminent 
judges  saw  the  evil.  Chancellor  Walworth  said  : 
"It  waa  bis  opinion  that  the  time  would  come 
when  men  would  as  .soon  be  engaged  in  poisoning 
their  neighbors'  wells  as  <lealing  out  lo  them  il^ 
toxicating  drinks  as  a  beverage." 

As  auxiUaiies  in  diis  great  leibrm,  one  of  die 
most  potent  means  early  employed  was  the  publi- 
cation of  tracts  and  papers  devoted  to  this  subject, 
which  were  distributed  in  the  community  as  edu- 
catoiSi  For  tfie  first  twenty-five  yeais  of  thb  re- 
form they  exerteil  a  powerful  influence,  .^dded 
to  public  addresses,  numerous  societies  and  other 
practical  methods,  the  newspaper,  the  lever  that 
moves  the  world,  has  contributed  its  full  share  of 
influence.  The  following  have  been  published  in 
Albany  in  tbe  interest  of  temperance  reform  : 

Th»  Tmpmmu  RtnHkr,  monthly,  waa  pub* 
lishcil  ill  ifji  by  the  State  Temperance  Society. 

American  fewperance  IntelligtiKer  was  com- 
menced in  January,  1834.    Published  mOttAhr. 

The  I'otUh's  Temperance  Knlerprise,  monthly, 
was  started  November,  1S43,  by  J.  Stanleiy  Smith, 
and  continued  three  years. 

Tht  S«m  of  TmftttMce  mi  IUditiU$t  an  8vo 
monthly,  was  published  hi  1846,  by  J.  Slanliy 
Smith  &  Co. 

Tht  Triegraph  and  Temperance  Jourm^  WM  com- 
menced in  1848  by  SL  Mqren^  and  continued  four 
years. 

The  Tempermce  Courier  was  commenced  Feb- 
ruary, 1849,  by  Jaq>er  T.  Haaen,  and  snbaeqnently 

published  by  J.  T.  Ha/en  A  Son. 

The  Washiaglonian  and  Rechabite  was  issued  in 
1849.  by  J.  T.  Hasen.  In  1855  it  was  united  widi 

the  Courier. 

The  Nile  I'ork  Reformer  was  published  fsX  ten 
months;  edited  by  John  Abbott 

T%t  PnkMmmt,  monthly,  was  commenced  in 
1854  as  the  organ  of  the  New  York  State  Temper- 
ance Society.  It  was  edited  by  A.  McCoy,  and  in 
1857  itwaa«iilsdwitfitbeyb«nscf^/Aeil«crK«M 
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July  4,  1844,  J.  IlvUt  Smith  arnl  Isaac  Kdwards 
delivered  oratiuns  at  Guilderland  Centre.  These 
woepiiiited  byjod  Munadl. 

In  1854  was  publislied  an  address  delivered  in 
the  Assembly  Chamber  by  E.  C,  Delavan  before 
the  New  York  btate  l  emperance  Suciely. 

In  1869,  E.  C  Ddavan  puUiabed  "Tempoance 
in  Wine  Countrii  s."  He  also  had  printed  and  pub- 
lished for  free  distribution  ntunerous  papers,  ad- 
diciKB,  tiads  and  other  matter  relating  to 
temperance.  Af^  the  libel  suit  again^  iiim  in 
1840,  he  had  the  proceediogB  of  the  trial  pub- 
lished in  pamphlet  form. 

Febnmy  la,  1835,  an  aiticle  abljr  written  ap> 
peared  in  the  A/^rny  Evening  Jvurmi!.  charging  that 
John  Taj'lor,  the  brewer,  used  for  malting  purposes 
filth/  and  stagnant  water,  taken  frotn  a  small  pond 
then  in  existence  at  or  near  the  present  hxation  of 
the  Trinil}'  Methotlist  C'liurch,  For  this  an  action 
was  soon  after  laid  for  libel,  with  damages.  It 
was  not  vntil  April  st,  1840^  that  this  cue  was 
brought  t'l  trial,  and  the  record  is  as  follows: 

John  Taylor  vs.  Edward  C.  I>elavan;  prose- 
CQted  for  an  alleged  libel;  tried  at  Albany  circuit, 
April  31,  1840,  Ju4geCiulung  presiding.  Conn* 
scl  for  plaintiff:  Messrs.  Stevens,  Reynolds,  McKown 
and  Van  Buren;  for  defendant:  Beardsley,  l  aber 
and  tWheaton.  Libel  poUiahed  as  above,  and 
charged  "  that  'Taylor,  the  plaintilT,  caused  his 
malting  establishment,  on  the  hill  (corner  of  State 
and  Lark  streets)  in  Albany,  to  be  supplied  witli 
filthy,  etagnant,  patrid  water,  audi  as  la  taken  firom 
pools,  gfutters  and  ditches,  in  which  were  dead 
animals;  that  the  water  was  often  so  foul  and  pol- 
luted as  to  be  green  on  the  sai&oe  and  nearly  as 
diick  as  cream  with  filth;  and  that  snch  water  had 
been  used  fur  malting,  etc.  " 

'Iliis  trial  occupied  six  days.  Seventy  wiluciibcs 
weie  exammed  pro  and  con.  The  jmy  rendered  a 
verdict  for  the  defendant  with  COSls.  r)ther  suits 
had  been  instituted  with  damages  of  over  |joo,- 
000,  bat  were  never  proaecoted.  Delavan  was 
victorioa%  and  the  friends  of  temperance  ami  re- 
form were  enooiiraged  to  renewed  efforts  in  the 
work. 

Higher  ground  was  taken;  more  aggressive 

and  stringent  methods  advocated,  and  a  general 
interest  for  the  cause  manifested  by  the  addition 
to  its  ranks  of  many  men  of  intelligence  and 
chamcter,  who  earnestly  and  learleariy  entered 
upon  the  work  aa  lectoiers  or  oiganiseis  of  various 
societies. 

"htk  1840^  d»e  Albany  Tempeianoe  Society 
was  oqpniied,  with  Israel  &nith  as  Prealdent. 


In  1S4  ■.  Rev.  J.  ,\.  Schnellar,  Pastor  of  St. 
Mary's  Catholic  Church,  Albany,  organized  a  tem- 
perance society,  with  a  teat  pledge  for  one  year; 
and  in  May,  1841,  reorganized  with  a  pledge  ibr 
life,  including  this  condition:  that  if  a  person 
wished  to  be  relea.sed  trom  his  or  her  obligation, 
he  most  present  his  petition  to  the  pastor  of  this 
church. 

July  4, 184 1,  the  temperance  societies  of  the  city 
joined  In  a  prooesrion  to  the  Second  Preshjietian 
Church,  where  an  oratiao  was  ddivered  Ben- 
jamin N'ltt. 

In  1842,  tiie  Washiugtonian  movement  reached 
Albany.  The  Washhigtonian  Total  Abadnence  So* 

'  ciel\'  \\as  organized  with  a  large  membership,  and 
efficiently  presided  over  by  John  C  Ward,  who  was 
a  pioneer  in  the  work,  and  has  been  •  aeaUm  and 
fiiithful  member  of  \arioua  societies. 

Meetings  were  of  frequent  occn  rrciice,  many  emi- 
nent pubhc  speakers  and  prumiuent  reformers 
addresaing  them.  HawUna  and  Fblhrd,  Wadiing* 
tonians,  were  engaged  to  address  large  assemblies, 
at  which  the  pledge  was  always  presented  for  sig* 

,  natures.    The  influence  of  thia  remarkable  agita- 

I  tion  infused  new  life  into  the  old  aodeties,  and 
calle<l  into  existence  the  secret  orders. 

In  June^  1S43,  a  day  was  devoted  to  a  great 
temperance  celelmdon  inthedty. 

July  4>  1842,  in  the  afteraoottt  the  wiice  and 
children  of  the  Washingtonian  temperance  sftcieties 

.  formed  a  proce^ion,  with  banners  and  badges,  and 

I  marched  lo  the  National  Garden  00  ftoadway, 

■  where  they  had  a  celebration. 

In  1843,  the  following  citizens,  members  of  the 
State  Temperance  Society,  addressed  a  letter  to 
Drs.  Warren,  Mott  and  Horner  for  their  opinion  in 
regard  to  the  drawings  of  Dr.  Sewall,  representing 
the  pathology  of  drunkenness,  for  the  use  of 
schools:  Aaor  Taber,  Ira  Harris  L  N.  Wydtoff. 

'  B.  T  Welch,  Eraatus  Coming,  B.  R.  Wood  and 

I  Barcnt  P.  StaatE 

I     In  1 844,  was  faiBtilntfld  Albany  Diviaion,  Sosis  of 

Temf)erance,  No.  14, 

July  4,1845,  temperance  societies  celebrated  the 
day  with  enthusiasm.  Samuel  G.  Courtney  and 
John  Camrfl  ddivered  orations^  and  Jacob  C 
Cuyler  read  the  Declaration  of  Independence. 

In  the  year  184^.  Tivoli  Temple  of  lionor  a|id 
Temperance,  No.  32,  was  organised.  Albany  So* 
cial,  Na  tt,  was  connected  with  thia  temple. 
During  1844  and  1846,  these  several  temperance 
i  organizations  were  instituted:  I.  D.  of  Rechabites 
— Foreat  Tent,  Ma  75,  and  SdM^MuM*^  Tent, 
'  Na  304;  Order  of  Socbd  Circle— Albany  GrcH 
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Na  t,  GMitellation  Circle,  No.  4;  AlbMjr  Dofcas 
Temperance  Society ;  and  Albuij  Omui^  Tem- 
peiance  Society. 

June,  1849,  ^  Temperance  RiviliM,  a  laige 
tent,  was  erected  in  North  Pearl  street  by  Mr.  Van 
*     Wagner,  llie  "  Poviglikeepsie  Blacicsmilh, "  in  which 
were  held  meetings  that  were  crowded  to  excess. 

In  1849,  Fadier  Mathew,  the  Irish  orator  and 
apostle  of  temperance,  came  to  Albany  and  ilcliv- 
ered  lectures  to  great  multitudes  ol  people.  His 
intHue  disconne  and  fervent  appeals  tondied  the 
hearts  of  many.  His  mission  was  successful,  and 
the  good  he  wrought  has  borne  fruit  for  all  the 
yean  since. 

October,  1S51,  a       Tempennce  Sode^  was 

organizctl,  with  Bradf<irtl  R.  Wood  as  President 

During  Father  Mathew  s  second  visit  to  Albany 
in  atone  of  his  meetings,  September  19th, 
Mrs.  Susannah  C.  Maguire,  wife  of  Martin  J. 
CHeaney,  signed  plc  lge  numbered  f'.  100,990. 
This  represented  ilie  number  of  pledges  given  to 
him  at  that  date. 

January  27  .ind  1852,  State  temperance  so- 
ciety and  temperance  organisations  of  the  city  held 
meedngs  which  were  attended  by  large  numbers. 
Many  persons  were  turned  away  for  want  of  room. 
Great  enthusiasm  prevailed.  Albany  Social,  No. 
22,  was  organized. 

October,  185s,  S);ite  Tempennce  Convention. 

January  T9,  1853,  temperance  meetinfjs  were 
held  in  the  city  churches,  with  crowded  houses. 

January  21,  1853,  a  delegation  of  the  Women's 
State  Temperance  Convention  was  peimitted  to  i 
enter  tlie  .\ssembly  Chamber  for  the  purpose  of  ' 
presenting  memorials  signed  by  38,000  persons, 
petitioning  for  the  abolition  of  the  sale  of  inUtti- 
cating  liquors. 

April  10,  i8j5,  the  Delavan  House  was  splen- 
didly illaminated,  on  the  occasion  of  the  passage  of 
the  temperance  bill,  and  a  sapper  was  given  to  the 
friends  of  the  measure. 

January  7,  1861,  a  lecture  was  given  at  Tweddle 
Hall  by  Professor  Amasa  McCoy,  on  the  <*Cniioas 
and  HumoiDUS  Phases  in  the  History  of  Temper-  ' 
ance,"  and  a  City  lemperance  Sode^  was  oigan-  , 
izcd,  with  Rev.  Dr.  I.  N.  Wyckoff,  Pireiident;  Jas* 
per  T.  Hasen,  Corresponding  Secretary;  Wm. 
Headlam,  Recording  Secretary;  Wm.  M^lroy, 
Treasurer;  and  Philip  Phelps,  Auditor. 

July  4. 1869.  was  odrtmted  in  a  ime  grove  on 
the  farm  of  Rensselaer  Markle,  near  the  village  of 
New  Salem,  by  the  several  divisions  of  Sons  of 
Temperance  in  the  county.  A  large  concourse  of 
peofde  aasenbled  in  the  grove  to  pwtake  of  the 


bounties  spread  before  them  by  the  generous 
hearts  and  hands  of  the  Sons  and  Daughters.  .\ 
spirit  of  enthusiasm,  mingled  with  enjoyment,  pre- 
vailed. The  speakers  were  Revs.  A.  A.  Pair,  J. 
C>.  Noble  and  others. 

In  1869,  a  series  of  temperance  meetings,  con- 
ducted by  the  Christian  Temperance  Committee, 
were  held  in  Washington  Park  and  daewlien  on 
Sunday  afternoons.  Among  the  speakers  were  Dr. 

i Wilson,  of  .\lban}',  who  delivered  several  ad- 
drenes. 
Sc  Joseph's  Total  Abstinence  Socie^,  of  AlbMiy, 
owes  its  origin  to  the  zeal  and  perscwrance  of 
Messrs.  James  J.  Hartwcll  and  James  Wilkinson. 
The  oifanisatkm  was  perfected  January  13,  1870, 
under  the  title  of  St.  Joseph's  'renii>crancc 
Society.  During  the  year  1875,  the  members 
thought  the  word  Tempennce  did  not  dearly 
indicate  the  scope  of  the  society,  and  the  name  was 
'  changed  to  its  present  tit'e. 

The  society  holds  w  eekly  meetings  in  St.  Joseph's 
Hall,  comer  of  North  Pearl  and  Cblonie  streets. 
It  uses  the  Father  Mathew  Fle4ge,  as  follows; 
"I  solemnly  promise,  with  Divine  assistance,  to 
abstain  from  i^l  intoxicating  liquors,  and  to  pre- 
vent, by  advice  anil  example,  intemperance  in 
others.  '    Wine  and  cider  are  strictly  prohibited. 

I'he  present  oflkcrs  are  James  H.  Dulin,  Presi- 
dent; Jdm  J.  McMahoo,  Vke-Preaident;  H.  F. 
McGowan,  Recording  Secretary;  Wm.  Sennett, 
Fmancial  Secretary;  James  J.  Hartwell,  Treasurer; 
R.  J.  Kelly.  Gerk;  Patrick  Costello,  Mandud. 

Another  society,  connected  with  St.  Joseph's 
Church,  meets  in  Sl  Joseph's  Ilall,  of  which 
Thomas  Murphy  is  President  St.  Mary's  Guild 
meets  in  St  Mai/s  Church,  comer  of  Fine  and 
Chapel  streets;  J.  J.  Franklin,  Regent. 

Societies  throughout  the  county  have  been 
numerous;  Some  mdntained  their  organizations 
far  many  months,  and  then  disbanded,  to  be  again 
reorganized  through  the  efforts  of  lecturers,  many 
of  whom  have  addressed  large  audiences  in  the 
rural  districts. 

In  the  summer  and  autumn  of  167^  Mn.  T. 
Courtney  lectured  in  several  of  the  townships 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Women's  Christian  Tem< 
peranoe  Union,  and  organized  auxiliary  societies. 
At  the  present  tiinc  there  is  in  West  Troy  a 
Lodge  of  Good  Templars  and  a  Women's 
Christian  Temperance  Union. 

Green  Island  has  a  T^odge  of  Goovl  Templars, 
of  which  John  P.  Lansing  is  presiding  officer;  and 
Cohoes  has  a  Women's  Christian  Tempennce 
Union;  «too  a  Goq)el  Tempenaoe  AMOcfartion. 
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The  piec^ing  of  men  and  women  against  the 
manu&cture,  sale  and  uae  as  a  beverage  of  all  that 
caa  intoxicate,  has  been  the  feondation  of  all  these 
sodetiea.  For  this  purpose  we  have  Women's 
Christian  Temperance  Union%  The  Sons  of  Tern- 
pcimnoe^  The  Temples  of  Honor,  The  Good 
Templars,  Father  Mathew  Societies,  Blue  Ribbon 
Leagues,  and  many  other  organizations  with  rec- 
ords of  two-score  years  or  more  of  labor  in  the 
cause  of  total  abstinenoe. 

In  the  past  fifty  years  the  penple  of  this  county 
have  witnessed  great  changes  in  the  customs, 
habili  and  public  icntinMnt  vnraght  Unough  the 
efioits  of  these  sodetiea  At  that  time  the  use  of 
ardent  spirits  was  well  nigh  universal,  and  men 
of  all  classes  and  professions  indulged  freely  with- 
out losing  caste.   Then  olBoen  and  memben  of 

churches  considered  it  no  impropriety.  Ordina- 
tions, weddings,  christenings,  funerals,  and  in 
hxX  evtry  assembly  and  gathering  was  cooiidered 
incomplete  without  a  plentiful  supply  of  spirituous 
liquors.  But  these  customs  of  the  people  have  un- 
dergone a  change,  and  reform  marks  a  higher 
atindvd  of  eobrielj  md  monl  intdlifencflk 


A  brewery  was  «ected  in  Albany,  on  the  Rut- 
ten-Kill,  as  early  as  1637,  with  the  exdusive  right 
to  supply  retail  dealers  widi  beer.  About  the 
beginning  of  the  present  century.  Mr.  Gill  was 
proud  uf  the  fact  that  he  produced  1 50  barrels  of 
beer  yearly  in  Albeny.  DntlBg  the  year  1885, 
there  was  manufactured  in  this  county  353.133 
barrels,  or  11,133,689  gallons,  of  malt  and  brewed 
liquors;  and  for  the  year  1884,  369,977  barrel^  or 
11,654,^75  galloos.  The  aesenl  flMit4MMiiei^ 
durinj^  the  year,  manafaotove  about  1,200,000 
bushels  of  malt,  with  a  capndty  for  1,500,000 
bubds. 

There  are  not  less  than  i ,  200  places  in  AHiaay 
where  distilled  and  malt  liquors  are  sold;  in 
Cohoes,  160;  West  Troy,  140;  Green  Island,  40; 
and  in  the  several  towns  dwot  loc^  making  •  total 
of  nearly  1,650  licensnl  and  unlicensed  rewits  far 
the  sale  and  traffic  in  these  beverages. 

Pkon  tlie  Sopefvbortt  Report  of  Albany  IVnK 
tentiary  for  1884,  tlic  following  facts  and  figures 
are  taken:  Total  number  received.  2,270.  Of  this 
number,  658  were  from  Albany  County.  Of  the 
*,*70, 1, 894  admitted  tbemadves  to  be  intempenle. 


SECRET  TEMPERANCE  ORDERS. 


SONS  OF  TEMPERANCE. 

THE  organisation  called  Sons  of  Temperance 
was  brought  into  existence  in  the  City  of  New 
York  iieptembcr  29,  184a,  and  consisted  of  sixteen 
membevB.   Not  long  after  this  event,  Sdick 

son,  a  nu  mlH-r  of  the  Waabingtonian  .Society  of 
Albany,  brougiit  this  new  organization  to  the  at- 
tention of  his  associates,  who  became  pleased  with 
its  metbods.  A  subordinate  division  was  instito* 
ted  here  March  7,  1^44,  hy  flr.ind  Dt-puty  John 
W.  Jidmonds,  under  the  name  of  Delavan  Division. 
The  name  was  changed,  December  33,  i844i  to 
Albany  Division,  No.  24,  Sons  of  Temperance. 

Tlie  installation  took  place  in  the  building  then 
standing  corner  of  State  and  South  Pearl  streets, 
now  oocQpied  by  tlie  Globe  Hotd.  Its  diaiter 
members  were  Thomas  Mygatt,  Smith  Quacken- 
bush,  John  C.  Ward,  Sdick  Slawson,  Alexander 
Shepherd,  Jacob  Wetxdl,  Daniel  Luscom,  Joseph 
Coitrtrigbt,  Allen  Adams,  and  John  W.  Dean. 
These,  with  others,  were  duly  initiated.  Its  first 
officers  were:  Thomas  Mygatt,  W.  P.;  joha  C 


Ward,  W.  .\. ;  W  illiam  C,  Schuyler,  R.  S.;  Daniel 
Salisbury,  A.  K.  S. ;  Smith  (^uackenbush,  T. ;  John 
King,  Chapi;  Jacob  Wetsdl,  A.  C;  SOkk  Skwson, 
I.  S.  Most  of  the  members  had  been  members  of 
the  Washingtonian  Total  Abstinence  Society.  After 
ibrty-one  yean  of  action  and  fiuthfhl  membership 
in  this  and  other  societies,  two  of  the  charter  mem- 
bers are  amoQgthe  living— Jolin  C  Ward  and  Selick 
Slawson. 

Tlie  present  officers  of  this  diiMon  are  James 

Kelly,  W.  P. ;  Charles  Sexton.  W.  A. ,  A.  P.  Thayer, 
Chap.  The  divisioa  meets  at  586  Broadway,  oppo- 
dte  Ddavan  Hoase. 

For  the  years  intervening  between  1865  and 
1875,  the  growth  of  this  order  in  the  county  was 
rapid.  Numerous  divisions  were  instituted  and 
the  membership  increased,  indn^ig  many  men  of 
prominence  and  influence.  In  1865  there  was  one 
divisioa;  in  1868,  nine;  and  in  187s,  twenQrWoiu 
divisions  in  the  ooonty. 

After  this  the  decline  was  as  rapid.   Intenst  in 

the  goiid  I'f  the  order  and  attendance  upon  its 
regular  services  were  neglected.  In  some  instances 
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jealousy  and  dissensions  arose,  and  the  disband- 
ment  and  surrender  of  charters  fullowcd.  Of  the 
manj  once  flowiahisg  divisioos  in  the  coun^,  oirtj 
one  now  exists^  No.  94*  of  Albany  QSXfft  the  fint  one 
instituted. 

THE  TEMI'I.E  OF  HONOR. 

The  first  Temple  of  1 1 1  mor  was  organized  in  De- 
cember, 1845,  pft^niinent  Sons  of  Temper- 
ance. Altbougb  in  its  InAnqr  as  compared  with 
other  societies  embodying  benevolent  features,  it 
has  steadily  advanced  until  temples  have  been 
reared  in  eveiy  State,  and  Albany  record  live 
temples  and  councils  in  working  Older. 

The  remjile  of  Honor  is  a  secret  organization, 
and  has  its  signs,  grips,  and  other  tests  to  secure 
fiiendridp  and  protection,  and  enable  bietbven  to 
recognize  each  other  whenever  and  wlieiever  diejr 
chance  to  meet 

In  the  council  department  of  the  order  are  con- 
ferred the  three  degrees  of  Love,  Purity  and  Fidel- 
ity, and  the  sublime,  solemn  and  impressive  de- 
grees of  Tried,  Approved  and  Select  Templars  are 
adorned  with  appropriate  paraphernalia. 

Every  member  of  the  order  in  good  standing 
who  can  pass  a  medical  examination,  may  become 
a  participant  in  the  endowment  fund. 

The  Jnnior  Templars  of  Honor  is  an  order 
where  youths  are  taught  the  principles  of  total 
abstinence  from  intoxicating  drinks,  obedience  to 
the  laws  of  God,  parent^  and  countiy.  No  boy 
under  twelve  is  admitted,  and  tie  mu&t  possess  a 
good  moral  character,  and  use  no  profane,  improper 
or  indecent  language.  At  the  age  of  fifteen  the  boy 
may  l>e  miiiated  into  the  Degree  of  Honor;  and 
any  Junior  Templar  on  arriving  at  the  age  of 
dghteen  years  may  be  received  into  membership  in 
the  Temple  of  Honor. 

The  Social  Department  is  iriiere  women  can 
join  hands  in  this  labor  of  love.  All  wnithy  Tem- 
plars and  all  ladies  of  good  moral  cliaracler  are 
eligible  to  this  department,  to  which  are  atiadied 
three  degreesi 

The  following  are  the  subordinate  temples  in 
die  County  in  woricing  order : 

Tivoli  Temple  of  Honor,  No.  22,  orL;.uiizcd  at 
Albany  City,  1846  ;  meets  at  586  Broadway.  \Vm. 
H.  Mogridge,  W.  C.  T.;  C.  H.  Meyer^  W.  V.; 
O.  C  Whiter  W.  R.;  A.  P.  Thayer,  Chaplain. 
Among  its  first  members  were  Daniel  L.  Weaver, 
.David  Rose,  Selick  Siawson,  Elisha  Mack,  and 
John  Reid. 

Excelsior,  No.  23,  Albany  City,  organized  1866: 
meets  in  Lavantall's  HaiL   Officers:  J.  Edward 

M 


Stremple,  W.  C.  T. ;  Wm.  &  Pattison,  W.  V.;  A. 
C  Van  Vorst,  VV,  R. 

Capitol  Council,  No.  4.  Select,  Albany,  ofgan- 
iaed  lM6w  OflRcers:  A.  p.  Thayer.  C.  ofC;  a 
C  White,  R.  ofC;  John  Reid,  Chap. 

Iiruria  Council,  No.  3,  Select,  Albany,  organ- 
ized 1868;  meets  66  South  Pearl  Street  Officers  :  J. 
Halley  Lindsay,  C.  of  C, ;  Wm.  S.  Pattison,  R.  of  C. 

D.  J.  Johnson  Temple  of  Honor,  Na  33, 
Cohoes,  organised  1873.  George  Mathews,  W. 
C.  T.;  .Archil>aKl  McUan,  W.  V.;  David  White, 
W.  R.  In  1873,  there  were  three  temples,  three 
councils  and  two  social  temples. 

The  Grand  Temple  of  Honor  has  been  repre- 
sented in  its  sessions  by  the  following  Albany 
members :  Elisha  Mack,  G.  W.  Vice-Templar ;  J. 
HaUey  Lindsay,  G.  W.  Usher;  A.  P.  Thayer,  G.  W. 

INDEPENDENT    ORDER    OF  GOOD 

TEMPLARS. 

In  the  year  1851,  Daniel  Cady,  of  Poughkeepsie, 
came  to  Utica  and  instituted  an  order  known  as  the 
Knights  of  Jericha  There  were  three  lodges  of  this 
order  in  Oneida  County.  The  lodge  at  Utica  had, 
among  other  members,  L.  E  Coon,  J.  E.  N.  Backus 
and  Thomas  L.  James,  afterward  Postmaster<jen- 
eraL  The  order  had  afiutastic  initlatoiycereflnony 
and  did  not  please  some  of  the  members.  One 
evening,  L  £.  Coon  made  a  motion  to  change  the 
name  to  the  Good  TempUisi  After  some  ddiate 
the  motion  was  carried,  and  in  two  weeks  eight 
lodges  were  instituted.  Thus  was  organized  in 
New  Vork  State  the  first  lodges  of  this  order. 

The  first  Good  Temfdar  was  the  OyM 
Fount,  published  at  Hamilton,  N.  Y.,  by  T.  L. 
James  and  others. 

On  August  II,  1853,  aGiand  Lodge  was  formed 
at  Syracuse,  with  Nathaniel  Cnrlis,  G.  W.  C.  T. 

The  re\is-il  ritual  was  written  by  Rev.  Dr.  D. 
W.  Bristol,  ol  Ithaca;  accepted  by  the  Grand  Lodge, 
without  alteration,  in  1 855.  Regalia  waa  pnyrided 
and  the  ?tato  divided  into  iH-tricts.  Thus  was  the 
order  fully  established  and  prepared  for  that  won- 
derful growth  which  it  has  enjoyed  for  so  many 
years.  The  degrees  were  written  by  Dr.  Bristol, 
and  this  vear,  in  December,  at  a  convention  held  in 
Pennsylvania,  a  seal  was  adopted,  with  a  device 
representing  the  three  great  principles  of  this  order: 
Faith,  Hope  and  Charity. 

This  order  takes  the  broadest  ground  upon  all 
questions  connected  widi  the  temperance  refcm. 
The  folio  kving  plalibrm  waa  adopted  at  the  annual 
aesaton  in  1859: 
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I.  Total  abstfawDoe  from  all  intoxkatiiig  Uqnoct 
as  a  beverage. 

*.  No  Boense,  in  any  fijrm  or  andcr  anj  dp> 
cmnMinoe,  for  tibe  sale  dt  nidi  Uqnon  to  be  uaed 

as  a  beverage. 

3.  The  absolute  prohibition  of  the  manufacture, 
importation  and  sale  of  intozicatiBg  Uqoon  for 
such  purposes.  Prohibition  by  the  will  of  the 
people,  expressed  in  due  form  of  law,  with  the 
penalties  deserved  for  a  crime  uf  such  enormity. 

4.  The  creation  of  a  healthy  public  opinion 
upon  the  subject  by  the  active  (lisscminalioii  of 
truth  in  all  the  modes  known  to  an  enlightened 
phifamthn^. 

5.  The  election  of  good,  honest  men  to  admin- 
istcr  the  laws. 

6.  Persistence  in  efforts  to  save  individuals  and 
commnnities  from  so  direfbl  a  soooif^  Sigainst  all 
forms  of  oppositiuti  and  difficoltjr,  until  onrsncoeas 
is  complete  and  univeisal. 

Women  •re  admitted  and  are  entitled  to  all  the 
honors  of  (he  order.  In  the  oblipttion,  initiation 
and  solemn  ceremonies  of  this  organization,  signs, 
grips,  pasb-worUs  and  signal  raps  are  used,  with 
pledges  of  seciecyi 

*In  May,  1867,  a  resolution  in  favor  of  juvenile 
societies  was  adopted,  and  in  1S70,  the  Cold  Water 
Temfde  was  adopted. 

The  order  in  the  county  was  urdy.  Not  until 
1867  was  a  lodg:e  instituted,  and  that  owed  its  ex- 
istence and  much  of  iu  prosperity  to  Andrew  S. 
Draper,  a  representative  of  Albuqr,  who  stands  as 
high  as  any  living  Good  Temphr  in  the  regard  of 
the  order. 

Hon.  A.  S.  Draper  was  initiated  into  the  order 

December,  1866,  at  Westford,  Otsego  County,  and 
in  July,  1867,  he  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
first  Good  'I'emplar  Lodge  in  Albany  County,  uatncd 
Hinisoo  Lodge^  and  became  its  flrat  W.  C  T. 


At  the  Rochester  session,  in  1869,  he  was  elected 
a  member  of  the  first  Board  of  Managers.  In  1 873 
be  was  elected  G.  W.  Counselor,  and  in  1874 
and  1875,  G.  W.  Treasurer.  In  1876,  at  the  Sar* 
atop.1  session,  he  was  honored  with  the  highest 
oflice  in  the  gift  of  the  Grand  Lodge.  At  the  thir- 
teendi  annual  sessicm  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  New 
York,  held  at  Klmira.  .August,  1877,  he  presided 
as  G.  W.  C.  T.  At  th'.-  Coopcrslown  session  of 
the  Grand  Lodge,  he  was,  for  the  fifth  time,  elected 
G.  W.  a  T.  In  1879.  at  the  R.  W.  G.  L,  held 
at  Detroit,  he  was  elected  R.  W.  G.  Counselor. 
He  resigned  the  office  of  G.  W.  C.  T.,  January  i, 
1 88 1,  haviifg  been  elected  a  Member  of  Assemblj, 
but  in  August,  1882,  attended  the  Grand  Lodge 
session  at  Ithaca  as  P.  G.  W.  C.  T.  He  has  many 
timei  been  a  representative  in  the  R.  W.  G.  L. 

Aboat  thirty  lodges  have  been  iaatitnted  in  the 
County,  some  of  which  have  ceased  to  exist 

Albany  County  Lodge  was  instituted  1869. 
Holds  meetings  quarterly  and  annual  meetings  in 
Seiiti  mber.  The  present  officers  are:  C.  C  T., 
John  B.  Hilton;  C.  R,  Fred.  F.  Wheeler;  C.  D., 
Richard  Kennedy;  G.  D.  D.,  Rev.  C  L  Wilcox. 
At  thesesrioB  of  the  (kand  Lodge  of  New  York, 
'  held  at  Elmira,  August,  1877,  Albany  County  re- 
ported nine  subordinate  lodges,  and  the  county 
was  represented  by  Andrew  SL  Drqier  as  G.  W. 
C.  T. ;  Alden  Chester  and  George  H.  I^ver,  Repre- 
sentatives. At  the  annual  session  of  the  (Jrand 
Lodge,  held  at  Itbaca,  August,  188a,  Albany 
County  reported  twenljHme  snboidinate  lodgea. 
At  this  session  Mrs.  Geoige  H.  Nivcr  w.is  elected 
General  Superintendent  of  Juvenile  Templesi,  and, 
widi  A.  &  Draper,  P.  G.  W.  C  T.,  were  oflken 
of  the  Grand  Lodge.  The  county  was  represented 
by  Alden  Chester. 

Mrs.  George  H.  Niver,  C.  S.,  AJbany,  reports  for 
I  the  year  i88s,  nine  juvenile  temifles  in  the  county. 


THE  OLD  STADT  HUYS. 


THIS  venerable  building  has  been  used  as  a  City 
Hall,  a  County  Court  Building  and  Prison,  and 
as  a  Slate  House.  It  was  also  ^  place  where  con- 
ventions, cooncib,  and  other  gatherings  of  a  pub- 
lic nature  were  held  iu  the  elder  d.iys.  From  its 
nses  it  in.i\  properly  be  counted  among  the  county 
institutions.  It  stood  on  the  northeast  corner  of 
what  is  now  Broadway  and  Hudson  avenue,  just 
inside  die  slockadesL  It  is  uncertain  at  what  ex- 
act period  it  was  erected;  but,  as  near  as  the  time 
can  be  ascertained,  it  was  about  1635,  while  the 
Cotonj  of  New  York  was  under  the  control  of  the 


Dutch.  We  are  led  to  the  belief  that  this  was  the 
time  of  its  erection  from  some  minutes  in  the 
journals  of  Wouter  Van  Twiller,  the  sixth  Dutch 
Governor  of  tiie  province.  It  is  certain  that  some 
punitory  building  was  erected  on  that  sp'  t  un  ler 
the  direction  of  Van  Twiller  that  year.  As  Albany 
was  then  a  frontier  trading  town,  a  substantial 
building  for  Courts  of  Justice,  in  wliich  sboald  be 
a  proper  prison  for  the  confinement  of  criminab 
and  desperadoes,  was  necessary.  According  to  an 
account  given  of  it  in  1646,  it  was  a  substantial, 
and,  for  that  time,  large,  solid,  three  story  buildini^ 
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the  lower  stoi^  being  itoil^  which  was  used  as  a 
jail.  Tbe  budding  wag  snnnonnted  by  a  cupola 
or  bdfiy,  fiom  wblcb  row  a  vane  omamepted  widi 
agatbalL   In  die  belfiy  was  a  bdl  broi^i^t  from 


Holland,  und  placed  there BOOn  after  the  completion 
of  the  building.  Forneaily  one  hundred  and  sixty 
yeai*  it  was  rong  on  all  pobUc  oocaakms  to  sam- 


mon  legislators,  lawyers,  judges,  and  munidpal 
officers  to  their  duties  in  the  rooms  below. 

After  the  building  was  demolished,  the  bell  was 
placed  in  the  cupola  of  the  new  capitol,  where  it 
hung  for  many  yearn,  discharging  the  same  duties 
it  had  done  in  the  tower  of  the  ohl  Stadt  Huys.  At 
last  it  was  taken  down.  What  became  of  it  is 
somewhat  uncertain;  it  is  believed  that  it  now 
hangs  in  one  of  the  churches  at  Ballston,  N.  Y. 

In  this  building  was  held  the  provincial  courts 
under  the  Dutch  and  Knglish  laws.  Here  the 
Common  Council  held  its  first  meetings  after  its 
organizadon  nnder  tlie  Dongan  Charter,  in  July, 
1686. 

In  front  of  dds  building,  in  July,  1776,  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  was  read  for  the  first 
time  in  Albany,  to  an  immense  crowd  of  people. 

This  building  was,  for  a  time,  the  Capitol  of  dte 
Stat^  in  which  the  Legisbture  ander  tlie  fint  oon- 
stitndon  held  several  sessions. 

A  few  years  ago  a  memorial  shd>  was  pfajced  in 
the  front  walls  of  the  commercial  bunding  on 
Broadway,  standing  on  the  spot  where  this  old 
Structure  stood,  with  appropriate  addresses  and 
other  ccrenionies. 


ALBANY  COUNTY  JAILS. 


THE  lower  story,  or  basement,  of  the  old  Stadt 
Huys  in  Albany  was  used  as  tbe  jail  of  the 
county  for  many  years.  It  was  made  of  stone,  and  di- 
vided  into  cells  of  sufficient  strength  and  size  for 
the  confinement  of  pris  .ners  from  the  large  territory 
which,  for  many  years,  was  embraced  in  tbe  County 
of  Albany.  Heavy  iron  ban  or  grates  protected 
the  windows.  The  massive  doors  were  made 
double,  of  heavy  three-inch  oak  plank,  fastened 
with  strong  iron  bolts.  A  diamond-shape  opening, 
a  foot  in  rise^  near  the  top,  let  in  light  and  air. 
These  doors  were  secured  by  ponderous  locks,  to 
turn  whose  keys  required  the  whole  strengtli  of  a 
man. 

Chains,  with  rings  and  clasps  attached,  for  the 
more  secure  confinement  of  desperate  characters, 
were  fastened  in  the  solid  stone  wall.  On  the 
whole,  it  waa  a  gtim»  but  secure  place  of  confine- 
ment It  mipht  have  more  properly  been  called  a 
dnngeon.  Alter  the  lapse  of  years,  although  some 
repidrs  had  teen  nadc^  Ae  b«dlding  began  to 
assame  a  dilapidated  condition,  and  that  part  used 
as  a  jail  became  so  insecure  that  the  escape  of  pris- 
oners from  it  was  a  matter  of  such  frequent  occur- 
rence that  the  High  Sheriff^  Samuel  Babfaington, 
appeared  at  the  Bar  at  the  Court  of  Sessions,  in  Oc- 
tober,  1718,  and  formally  protested  against  the  jail 
aaMowa: 


"  I  wx-^v  III"; in  your  Worships  that  care  may  be 
taken  to  have  y'  same  Jail  sufficiently  repaired  to 
keep  such  bad  prisoners  as  I  may  take  for  debt.  Ac, 
safely  from  escaping,  as  is  now  often  y*  case." 

After  bearing  the  ShehfTs  complaint,  the  Court 
made  the  following  order 

"  It  is  resolved  by  tliis  Court,  in  consideration  of 
y*  insufficiency  of  y*  said  Jail,  that  a  letter  be  forth- 
with writ  to  jf  representative  of  y*  General  Assem- 
bly of  y*  Provinoc^  to  desiie  leave  xA  that  honor- 
able body  now  sitting,  diat  they  may  bring  in  a 
bill  to  raise  \*  same,  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  forty  pounds  for  repairing  )•*  Jail,  and  thaty* 
repairs  be  directed  to  y"  management  of  y*  Jn^ 
dees  of  y*  Peace  of  y*  Qty  and  Covnty  of  Albany, 
or  die  major  port  of  dtero." 

There  had  been  several  attempts  to  erect  -  a  jail 
or  prison  apart  from  the  City  Hall.  .\n  applica- 
tion of  this  kind  was  made  to  the  Common  Council 
in  Angnst,  170a  On  the  14th  of  October  follow- 
ing, an  application  havinp  been  made  to  the  Super- 
visors for  a  new  and  common  jail,  the  matter  came 
up  in  February,  1701,  and  was  disposed  of  as  fol- 
lows : 

i  "  Relateing  y*  Prepareinsfof  y*  Court-house  and 
I  Common  Goall.  which  ^  Jnstms  of  y*  Citty  and 

County  on  y'  26th  of  Fcb'y  instant  Recommended 
to  be  laid  before  y'  Supervisors,  is  referred  to  their 
Consideration,  wlio  of  the  County  Positively  Re- 
fused to  Contribute  anything  unto  y*  same,  alleadg- 
ing  that  k  mmt  be  Repaired  ont  of  y*  a  per  cent 
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to  Defray  y*  neceamy  chaiges  of  y*  Gtty  and 
Covn^." 

Accordingly,  the  General  Assembly  passed  a  gen- 
enl  bill  for  the  making  or  repairing  of  the  jails  in 
Iha  Province  of  New  York, 

At  a  Court  of  Sessions,  held  in  the  (."ity  Hall 
October  7,  17 19,  the  following  order  concerning 
tiba  jafl  of  Coonly  of  Albany  vaa  made  and 
adored  in  (be  leooids  of  the  Court 

"Pursuant  to  an  act  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
the  Colony  of  New  York,  entitled  an  Act  to  Author- 
ize y*  Justices  of  the  Peace  to  Huild  and  Kcjiair 
Jails  and  Court-houses  in  the  Several  Counties  of  tlie 
Ftovinoe,  whereby  y*  Justices  in  each  County  arc 
Impowered  (upon  their  own  view)  on  any  Insuffi* 
deoqr  or  Inconvcniency  of  their  County  Tail  or 
Fkiaon,  or  y'  Incc-meniency  of  their  Court  House, 
to  Conclude  and  agree  upon  such  sum  or  suras  of 
money,  a-<,  upon  examination  of  sufficient  and  able 
workmen,  shall  be  thought  necessary  for  building, 
Finishing  and  Repairing  a  Public  Jail,  etc. 

"  It  is  llierefore  Resolved,  that  any  five  or  more 
of  His  Majesties  Justices  shall  make  a  computa^ 
tioD  with  sufficient  and  able  workmen,  what  a  suffi- 
cient Jail,  etc.,  for  y*  Cit^r  and  Countjr  of  Albany 
may  cost,  and  bring  a  report  thereof  at  the  next 
meeting  of  this  Court  and  the  Justices  thereof" 

This  order  caused  much  discussion  in  the  county, 
a  portion  of  the  people  desiring  to  erect  a  new 
coort-boue  and  jail,  wMIe  other*  were  equally  de- 
sirous  that  the  city  hall,  and  the  jail  in  the  base- 
ment thereof,  should  be  thoroughly  repaired.  At 
length,  at  the  Cooit  of  Sessions  held  in  the  Oxy 
HaU,  it  was  decided  to  repair  the  State  Hooae  and 
Jail,  according  to  the  following  resolution: 

"  It  is  Resolved  that  the  City  Hall  shall  be  repaired 
and  an  additicm  be  made  of  fifteen  foot  in  length  to 
the  ionth'd,  and  in  Imadlh  to  tbe  Court  Hall, 
and  joyned  fai  tbe  roof  of  the  wtmit,  made  up  with 
boards  without  as  the  present  old  bouse,  with  a 
sufficient  stone  seller  under  y*  same,  the  north  end 
thereof  partitioned  off  with  oak  boards  To  Ittve 
one  irinidow  with  CRM»>iron  bam  therein,  one  cross 
window  to  tbe  south'ard,  one  to  the  eastward  mm! 
<  IK  t  o  the  westward  in  the  lint  room." 

The  resolution  continues: 

"The  door  which  stands  to  the  South  in  the 
Court  Hall,  to  be  removed  in  the  fure  ruutn,  and 
in  the  room  above  to  the  south'ard.  The  K^ble 
end  of  the  house  to  the  westward  be  rej>aiied;  the 
room  above  the  lu  w  (loor  on  the  top  of  the  old 
floor  with  one  and  one-half  inch  boards.  The 
windows  are  to  ha\  e  strong  cross  iron  bars,  and  the 
gfaMB  windows  and  wall  rqntred,  all  good  and 
anffident  work.  Alio  a  convenient  plaoe  Ibr  the 
Jnry  to  sit  in,  and  the  bench  for  the  Josticesr seals 
made  larger  and  more  convenient 

"The  Justices  have  agreed  with  John  Wemp  to 
make  andf  repair  the  said  building  according  to  the 
•bove  dimvuions,  all  well  finidied,  fnr  the  mm  of 


£iAo,  which  he  promises  shall  aU  be  done  hj  or 
beibre  the  first  of  Janiiai7  nsKL" 

These  repairs  were  made;  but  those  of  the  jail 
were  so  negligently  done  that  the  escape  of  prison- 
eis  frtMB  it  was  Still  of  oommon  occnrrmce.  Henry 
Hdland,  Esq.,  then  High  Sheriff  of  the  City  and 
County,  appeared  at  the  Court  of  Sessions,  OL  t  jber 
4,  1 72 1,  and  represented  the  insecure  condition  of 
the  jail.  Whmnpon  die  feilowhig  order  was 
made: 

"Henry  Holland.  Esq..  High  Sheriff  of  the 
City  and  County  of  Albany,  infonnsdiis  Court  that 

though  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  Jail  has  been 
lately  repaired,  it  is  stdi  very  insttmdenl,  and  he 
desires  it  nay  be  made  anfldent  As  it  i%  it  can- 
not secure  any  prisoner,  as  seveial  have  gained 

their  liberty  by  breaking  Jail  It  is  dteiemre  or- 
dered that  meet  and  projK:r  repairs  at  said  jail  be 
at  once  made  under  the  direction  of  tbe  said 
Sheriff.* 

Substantial  repairs  soon  followed.  With  occa- 
sional and  slight  repairs,  the  city  hall  and  jail  con- 
tinued as  described  tmtil  tbe  building  was  demol- 
ished somewhere  abont  the  year  1803. 

That  the  lower  stor}'  of  the  city  hall  was  occu- 
pied for  a  jail,  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  there  is 
an  account  of  *' the  ptisoneis  in  the  old  city  hall, 
which  was  the  jail,"  celebrating  the  fifUi  ofjuly, 
1 790 — the  fourth  being  on  Sunday.  The  fifth 
toast  drank  on  the  occasion  waa :  "May  the  time 
soon  come  when  no  honest  man  siiall  be  conllned 
for  debt." 

In  1791,  the  Legislature  passed  a  law  authorizing 
tbe  city  aQthoritiestoiaise/s.ooo towards  thecom- 

pletion  of  the  court-house  and  jalL 

It  was  some  time  before  this  appropriation  was 
agreed  to  by  die  city  and  county  authorities;  and 
it  was  not  until  1 803  or  180S,  peihapa  as  late  as 
1809,  that  the  new  iail  was  completed.  The  prem- 
ises on  which  this  jail  stood  occupied  about  80 
feet  on  Stale  street ;  84  on  Maiden  lane ;  and 
116  on  Eagle  street  It  was  sold  at  auction  on 
August  1 1,  1833,  in  behalf  of  tlie  trosiees  of  the 
Albany  Academy. 

On  November  1,  1831,  die  grand  jurors  visited 
the  jail,  and  found  it  so  much  out  of  repair  that 
they  recommended  to  the  Board  of  Supcr\'isors  tbe 
building  of  a  new  jail  without  die  compact  part  of 
the  city,  "  inasmuch  ss  this  building,  which  had 
stood  twenty-two  years  was  fast  decaying,  very  illy 
constructed,  and  too  small  in  order  to  health,  com- 
fiMt  and  convenience^  and  aituated  in  loo  thickly 
settled  a  locality."  There  were,  at  that  time,  fifty-six 
persons  in  confinement.  If  the  jail,  according  to 
th«  «bow  ctttement,  had  stood  twen^-two  yeais^ 
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diet),  of  coune,  it  must  bave  been  baOt  in  1809. 
We  are  inclined  to  the  belief  dnt  tfMK  ifM  KHBe 
mistake  about  its  having  *' stood  twenty-two  years," 
but  that  it  wa:>  built  somewhere  near  1804,  and 
sncoeeded  the  old  jail  in  the  Sladt  Hujn,  on  the 
comer  of  Broadway  and  Hudson  avenue;  It  was 
sold  at  auction,  August  1 1,  1883. 

The  next  jail  bnilt,  stood  on  the  groond  at  die 
comer  of  Eagle  and  Howaid  itreei%  and  wm  com- 
pleted in  the  latter  part  of  die  jear  1834. 


Early  in  April,  18341  die  maaona  at  woifc  opon 

it  struck,  but  th«  difficult  was  adjusted. 

I'his  building  was  OCCOpicd  as  the  county  jail 
until  the  spring  of  1854,  when  itie  jail  on  Maiden 
lane  was  erected,  and  the  old  jail  fitted  np  with 
great  taste  and  convenience  for  a  hospitid,  and 
opened  for  that  purpose  August  8,  1854. 

In  May,  1854,  John  Hcndiidcion  wis  esecnted 
in  the  ji^  on  Maiden  lanc^  fat  die  murder  of  bit 
wiie; 
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THE  C6unty  of  Albany,  unlike  most  other  coun-- 
ties  in  the  State,  has  not  made  any  material 
distinction  between  the  poor  of  the  towns  and  the 
•poor  of  the  county.    It  has  no  Board  of  Supeiin- 
tendents  of  the  Poor. 

The  poor  laws  are  executed  bjr  the  Superintend- 
ent of  the  Alms-house,  Overseen  of  the  Poor,  and 
other  charitable  institutions. 

The  olBoe  of  Oreneer  of  the  Poor  is  one  of  the 
most  ancient  in  the  State.  It  existed  long  before 
1703,  and  has  always  been  very  important  in  the 
QXf  and  County  of  Albany.  The  powers  of  the 
olBoe  were  oocuiderably  increased  by  the  act  of 
17  ^  which  continued  through  the  colonial  pe- 
riod, and  was  retained  almost  intact  by  the  Legis- 
lative Act  of  March  7,  1788.  This  act  makes 
provision  for  establishing  an  Atms-house  in  Albany. 
This  was  the  first  of  the  kind  known  in  the  State 
under  the  laws  of  the  Sute.  The  churches  had 
what  were  known  as  diurch  or  parish  alms-houses. 
Tims,  in  ibe  act  incorporatini;  the  Reformed  Prot- 
estant Dutch  Church  in  the  City  of  Albany,  passed 
August  10,  1720,  we  find  that  a  certain  tenement 
and  lot  of  groimd,  commonly  called  poor-house  or 
alms  linu'^e,  situated  in  the  First  Ward  of  the  City, 
i8des4.nt>cd  as  lullows:  "  Bounded  on  the  south  by 
die  High  street  diat  leads  to  the  buiying^pbce,  to 
the  north  of  the  Rutten  Kill,  and  to  the  east  of 
Harmon  Rutgeis',  and  to  the  west  by  the  lot  of 
Garrit  Bsncker,  oontabiing  in  breaddi  towards  the 
street  that  leads  to  the  Lutheran  Church  by  the 
said  Rutten  Kill,  six  rods  one  foot:  an<l  ttie  like 
brcaiitii  in  the  rear;  and  in  length  on  the  east  side 
eight  rods  and  two  inches,  all  Rhineland  measure." 

The  act  of  17SS  ^a\e  the  0\er>ecrs  (.if  tlic  Poor, 
with  tlie  consent  of  the  towns,  power  to  build,  pur- 
chase or  hite  booses  for  the  Mcomnodatioa  of  the 


poor.  It  also  gave  the  Overseers  power  to  purchase 
materials  for  setting  the  poor  at  work,  and  to  ap- 
point  proper  persons  for  keepers.  It  provided  that 
if  any  poor  person  refused  to  be  kept  in  such 
houses,  he  or  she  was  denied  relief  from  the  town 
or  county.  This  act  was  made  more  fiivonble  to 
Albany  than  to  other  towns. 

By  an  act  passed  April  3,  181 9,  the  act  of  1788 
was  amended.  The  powers  and  duties  of  the  Over- 
seers of  the  Poor  were  extended  to  lunatics,  habitual 
drunkards  and  poor  children.  It  gave  Overseers 
the  right  to  bind  out  poor  children;  power  over 
illegitimate  children  chargeable  to  the  public;  to 
sue  for  penalties  incurred  by  bets  or  wagers,  and 
for  penalties  under  the  excise  laws. 

The  Supervisors  have  the  power,  under  certain 
restrictions,  to  abolish  the  distinction  between  town 
and  county  poor,  making  them  all  chaigeable  to 
the  county. 

This  Uw  provides  that,  in  those  counties  where 

the  poor  are  made  a  charge  upon  the  counties, 
there  shall  be  a  Superintendent  of  the  Poor,  with 
the  same  powers  and  rights  as  the  Overseers  of  dw 
Poor,  in  respect  to  compelling  relatives  to  maintain 
their  paupers,  and  in  respect  to  the  seizure  of  prop- 
erty. But  there  are  no  Superintendents  of  the 
Poor  in  Albany. 

The  charter  of  .^pril  23,  iJ^Rj,  and  the  city  or- 
:  dinances  under  it,  passed  May  5,  1884,  provide 
I  that  the  Oveiaeer  of  the  Poor  of  the  Qty  of  Albany 
shall  have  the  charge  of  and  shall  appi)  and  ilis- 
I  tribute  the  funds  for  the  temporary  relief  ami  siip- 
I  port  of  the  poor  of  the  city.    It  also  provides  that 
I  the  fiitlier,  mother  or  children,  when  of  sufficient 
ability,  of  a  poor  person  of  the  City  of  .\lbany  un- 
able to  work  by  disease  or  decrepitude,  are  com- 
!  peUed  to  msiatsin  or  rdievemch  poor  person.  Tin 
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Overseen  of  the  Poor  of  Albany  shall  exercise  and 
perfbrm  the  Mne  powers  and  duties,  relative  to 
compelling  sudi  r^rtiTCi  to  aAnd  inch  relief,  as 
•re  in  like  cases  vested  in  and  exerdied  by  0\  er- 
the  Poor  of  the  icqpective  towns  of  the 
County  ol  Albany. 

Bf  the  Act  of  die  Legishtnre  pened  Mqr  14, 
1884,  it  is  made  the  dvtjr  of  the  Overseers  of  the 
Poor  of  the  several  towns  of  the  County  of  Albany; 
of  the  Village  of  West  Troy;  of  the  City  of  Cohoes; 
and  of  the  Qtjr  of  Albany,  whenever  any  idiot, 
lunatic  person  of  unsound  mind,  deaf  mute  or 
pauper  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  said  of- 
floen  Kspectivdjr,  ivtMnerer  any  socb  peraon 
shall  become  duugeable  to  the  county,  and  shall 
be  lawfully  liable  to  be  committed  to  the  alms- 
house or  asylum,  or  other  place  for  the  safe  keep- 
ing of  aoch  person  or  persons,  to  take  and  deliver 
him  or  her  to  the  alms-house  in  -  li  1  city,  under 
ceitain  conditions  and  restrictions  provided  by 
•tatnle  SnperinteodentB  to  make  quaiteilf  re- 
ports to  County  Treasurer,  giving  full  details  of  all 
dicmnstances  and  expenses  of  the  asylum.  When- 
ever any  child  shall  be  in  danger  of  becoming  a 
chaige  apoB  tiie  Cooaty.  of  AAinij,  the  Overseers 
of  the  Poor  having  jurisdiction  of  the  place  of  resi- 
dence to  take  the  cliild  before  some  magistrate, 
who  shall  ennine  sach  diild  uid  its  parents  and 
other  penons,  touching  its  age,  condition,  and  the 
condition  of  the  poor  parents,  and  all  other  cir- 
cumstances connected  with  the  child;  and  if  the 
circnoMtmioes  wwnmt  ^  may  he  pfatoed  in  the 
ahiis>hoa8e  nnder  the  icatrictioo  of  the  act 

The  pitwni  Ahna-hooae  is  situated  on  the  road 
sooth  of  Washington  Park,  and  west  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary There  is  a  very  finely  cultivated  and  pro- 
ductive farm  of  1 16  acres  belonging  to  this  institu- 
tioD,  known  as  the  AtaM^ioase  Farm.  The 

productions  of  this  farm,  besides  furnishing  fine 
vegetables  and  some  fruit  fiar  the  poor  establish- 
ment, are  a  sooroe  of  some  fawomfe 

Connected  with  the  Alms-house  are  the  poOF* 
house,  lunatic  asylum,  hmpital,  pest-house,  etc. 
This  is  the  poor  eatablisiiment  of  the  city  and 
ooonqr,  die  former  pajing  sixty  and  dielatterfortf 
per  cent,  of  the  cost  of  maintenance.  Under  tiie 
State  charitable  laws,  paupers  who  have  not  been 
residents  of  any  county  for  sixty  days  are  called 
State  paupers,  and  are  recei  o  l  li ere  and  boarded 
at  the  rate  of  ^.50  per  week,  dia^geahle  to  the 

Bf  tfaeatatateik  the  Sttperinteadenta  of  the Alma- 
boMe  are  mqvlnd  to  naka  amraal  rqwitt  to  die 


Secretar)'  of  State  on  or  before  the  loth  day  of 
January  of  each  year,  covering  tlie  jear  ending 
November  30th. 

The  lands  granted  the  city  under  the  Dongan 
charter  of  1686  have  all  been  alienated  by  the  city, 
excepting  the  116  acres  known  as  the  Alms-hooae 
Farm,  and  what  waa  known  as  die  Washington 
Parade  Ground  on  Willett  street,  and  the  old  bury- 
ing-ground  on  State  street,  both  included  in  Wash- 
ington Park. 

The  Alms-house  is  under  tlie  management  of  an 
officer  called  the  Superintendent  of  the  Alms-house. 

The  Gty  Physician  has  the  right  to  purchase  any 
stores,  drugs,  medicines,  or  aitieks  required  by  die 
institution,  under  the  direction  of  theSqwrintend- 
ent  of  the  Alms-house. 

The  general  regulations  of  this  poor  establish- 
ment ate  admirable.  Perfect  care  andkscratinf  is 
directed  to  the  health,  cleanliness,  and  comfort  of 
the  paupers,  who  are  carefully  distributed  in  dif- 
ferent rooms — persons  of  dilfoent  sex  in  dISevent 
rooms. 

When  a  child  attains  the  age  of  two  TMII^  it  it 
placed  in  the  children's  department. 

Profene  or  indecent  oonversatioa,  quarreling^ 
drunkenness,  disorderly  conduct  at  meals,  and 
criminal  or  immoral  conduct  of  any  kind  are  strictlj 
feriridden  in  or  about  the  Ahna^miiMi  Snitabte 
and  wholesome  punishment  lor  the  above  offensei 
i.s  proud cd. 

All  paupers  who  arc  able  arc  kept  employed 
without  oompensation. 

Careful  medical  attendance  and  nurses  are  pro- 
vided for  the  sick,  both  adults  and  children. 

Children  belonging  to  the  Alms-boose  of  anttable 
age,  attend  the  school  established  for  their  insttttC- 
tion,  and  are  instructed  in  reading,  writing;  and 
arithmetic.  The  girls  are  taught  plain  needle-work 
and  knitting;  and  when  thqr  arrive  at  the  proper  age 
are  bound  out  to  suitable  trades  or  occupations. 

The  paupers  are  suitably  clothed  and  have  a 
change  of  linen  at  least  twice  every  week  during 
the  year.  The  linen  of  the  pnnpefS  is  niunbeced 
and  is  ilistrihuted  among  them. 

Carelul  aitcution  is  paid  to  cleanlineai,  to  ven- 
tilation and  airing  of  the  rooms,  dodies,  beds,  etc 
All  the  fuel  rc(jiiired  is  distributed  throughout  the 
Alms-house.  The  meals  are  served  at  stated  hours 
in  a  dean  and  decent  manner. 

Spirituous  liquors  are  not  allowed  in  the  Alms- 
house except  by  order  of  the  attending  physician. 

At  nine  in  the  evening  the  fires  and  lights 
throughout  the  Alm»-hoaae  are  eitingniAfid,  ex- 
cept in  tbe  ^"^>««»t  and  Mjkun. 
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The  inmates  of  dw  Alnw-honae  uaenble  for 

religious  worship  in  the  chapel  every  Sabbath  at 
the  hours  of  ten  a.  m.  and  two  p.  u.  Some  person 
or  penoDs  appointed  by  the  Superintendent  reads 
raitaUe  forms  of  pn/er,  approved  lennoMk  and 
portions  of  scripture  at  such  meetings. 

In  the  morning  some  clergyman  of  the  city,  of  the 
Pkoieatant  fidth,  and  in  die  aAenioon  «  deisjraMUi 
of  the  Catholic  faith,  condactB  reKgioos  aerviccs  in 
the  chapel  each  Sunday. 

Some  of  the  baildmgs  are  old  and  time-trom, 
bnt  MfO  IcCpt  in  as  comfortable  condition  as  the  cir- 
cumstances will  adroit.  'I  hey  were  first  erected  in 
1826,  ai  a  cost  of  1 14,000.  The  number  of  per- 
sons occnpjring  it  that  year  were  as  fbttont: 

White  females  belwccri  the  ages  of  19  and  80, 
44;  of  these  13  were  aick  and  lame  and  3  insane. 

Thirty-eight  children  between  four  months  and 
^ght  Tears  of  age. 

Three  black  males  between  the  age  of  45  and 
80;  8  black  females  between  the  age  of  35  and  80; 
•nd  30  white  males;  in  all,  125. 

The  architect  of  the  Akns^ioaae  tms  Henij  W. 
Snyder. 

b  the  Report  of  1857,  the  Alms  hoose,  or  Fbor 
Establishment,  is  described  as  follows:  "It  em- 
braces four  buildings  constructed  of  brick,  two 
stories  in  height  above  the  basement;  one  in  size, 
40  z  70  feet;  and  two  othen,  3s  z  90  feet;  con- 
nected with  a  farm  of  216  acres,  yielding  an  annual 
revenue  estimated  at  $6,  000.  The  iKisements  of 
one  building  are  used  for  domestic  purposes;  the 
othen  are  nnoccnpied. 

"  In  the  Poor  house  proper  are  ten  rooms, 
warmed  by  furnaces  and  stoves,  but  with  but  little 
ventilation. 

"  This  building  was  elecled  thirty-four  years  ago. 
From  6  to  40  paupers  were  placed  in  a  single 
room.  The  whole  number  of  inmates  was  319: 
ISO  malea,  S99  females.  Of  these  three^bnidis 
were  foreign  born" 

In  the  asylum  are  fifty  insane  paupers.  All  in- 
cambles  are  sent  to  the  asjrhim  at  Ovid.  A  pest- 
house  has  been  erected  on  tiK  outer  limiu  of  the 
farm,  which  will  accommo«lat?  about  fifty  persons. 

The  unclaimed  dead  ol  the  street:*,  the  river,  and 
penitentiaij  are  tniried  in  these  grounds^  and  the 
cattle  and  f:;ccsc  arc  here  impounded. 

Visitors  are  admitted  every  day  except  Sunday. 

Albany  has  been  for  some  time  bnrdened  with 
paupers  who  are  not  properly  charges  fc  )r  the  county. 
The  West  Shore  Railroad,  when  nciring  the  com- 
pletion of  its  road,  discharged  a  number  of  its  labor- 
en  near  die  dtjr,  moat  of  wIumi  wen  anfitfing  fiooi 


malaria  or  similar  disease.  The  city  being  the  ter- 
minus of  the  canal,  draws  many  known  as  alien 
paupers  to  Albany,  where  they  apply  for  aid.  If 
sent  for  any  reason  to  the  Penitentiary,  after  serving 
for  si.\ty  days,  they  remain  in  Albany  and  apply  to 
the  Overseer  of  the  Poor  for  aid.  If  by  physical 
or  mental  defect  they  need  care,  Albany  Ck)unty 
cares  for  them.  In  tracing  their  records,  some  are 
found  to  have  been  paopen  in  other  dtics  and  In 
other  States. 

The  number  of  inmates  in  the  Alms-house  Depart- 


ment April  30,  1884: 

Remah:^  at  the  last  report   354 

Admitted  dniing  die  quarter   no 

DisclhirL^ed  during  quarter   103 

Absconded   19 

Died   9 

Insane  transferred  to  State  Asylum   t 

Sick  transferred  to  City  Hospital   1 

Sick  transferred  to  St  Peter's  Hos{ritaL . .  i 
Alien  transferred  to  Italian  ConsuL  ....  i 
Alien  transferred  to  Commissionen  of 

Emigration   1 

Children  adopted.   1 

  158 

Inmates  April  30^  1884.   as6 


Of  dioee  admittcHl  doling  the  qoaiter  therawere 

males,  72;  females,  38. 

Total  number  of  weeks'  board  furnished  duiing 
die  quarter,  3,174;  tncraaae  over  last  quarter,  S54. 

Tlic  cash  rcccip's  for  the  quarter,  $165. 3<>;  ex- 
penditures for  the  quarter,  $5,381.71;  average  cost 
per  day  for  each  pauper  was  twcn^^ne  centSL 

The  employees  of  the  Alms-house  arc:  Overseer, 
monthly  salary,  $50;  baker,  monthly  salary,  $25; 
teamster,  monthly  salary,  $30;  night  watchman, 
monthly  salary,  |6o;  hostler,  monthly  sahuy,  $15; 
cook,  monthly  salary,  $16;  hospital  cook,  monthly 
salary,  $5;  hospital  nurse,  monthly  salary,  %tQ\ 
hospital  nurse,  monthly  salary,  I5;  two  hospital 
nurses,  each,  monthly  salary,  I3;  keeper  of  asy- 
lum, monthly  salary,  S^o;  matron,  monthly  salarv. 
$20;  cook,  monthly  salar}-,  $5;  carpenter,  monthly 
salary,  $50;  fermer,  monthly  salaiy,  $30;  matrao» 
monthly  salary,  |so;  ddldren'a  nune,  monthly 
salar)-,  $5. 

The  report  claims  that  the  amonnt  ezpended  for 

the  support  of  alien  pauf>ers  for  the  last  twchc 
months  would  have  kept  the  institution  in  hospital 
supplies  for  a  year. 
Snperinteaden^  John  Mtifoma. 
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Inmates  July  31,  1884,  184;  inmates  October 
31,  1884,  198.  Of  those  admitted  9a  were  males; 
5  a  females.  Average  cost  of  maintenance  per 
dqr.  etch,  thirty  centii 

Cash  receipts  for  the  qniter,  $183.30. 

The  amount  paid  into  the  city  treasuiy  by  the 
Saperintendeiit  of  the  Alma-hooae^  liar  die  year 
ending  Oictober  i,  1884*  ivw  |i9,649>8i. 


The  amount  paid  towards  the  maintcnanoe  of 
Alms-house  from  the  treasury,  $30,  io4-49' 

On  December  5,  1884.  a  resolution  was  pa«sed 
by  the  Board  of  Sapervison  to  levy  a  tuc,  to  be  ap- 
plied in  several  ways,  among  which  was  an  appro- 
priation of  the  sum  of  |i6,ooo  for  the  Alms-bouse 
Ibr  the  cnioing  year,  and  alio  |s,ooo  to  meet  the 
deficiency  of  the  past  year. 


ALBANY  PENITENTIARY. 


A BILL  passed  the  Legislature  incorporating  I 
the  Albany  Penitentiarv-  about  .April  9,  1844, 
and  on  December  I9lh  of  that  year  the  Supervisors 
directed  a  proper  site  to  be  parcbased  for  the  efec«  I 
linn  of  the  buildings.  In  1846,  it  \v.is  first  opened, 
the  work  on  the  building  having  been  done  princi- 
pally by  piisoners,  who  were  taken  to  and  from  the 
jail  each  day.  It  is  situated  in  a  park  of  about  fif- 
teen acres,  located  south  of  Washington  Park. 

Amos  Pilsbury,  of  Connecticut,  was  appointed 
Soperiotendent  in  1844*  end  cootinoed  in  office 
until  5iis  death,  in  1R72.  N'o  cs-cntial  change  has 
been  nude  in  the  working  plans  of  the  inslitutipn, 
as  pvt  into  practice  by  him  wtdi  tnch  wonderfnl 
moceas  as  to  gain  a  world-wide  admiration.  It 
cannot  be  detailed  in  our  space.  The  silent  or 
Auburn  system  was  adopted  at  the  beginning. 
The  priaonew  are  marched  in  lodc-etep  to  and  from 
their  work,  and  arc  not  permitted  to  converse  with 
each  other.  They  are  kept  at  work.  Some  are 
employed  in  the  mannfactare  of  bnuhesand  chains 
but  the  dUsf  cmploynicnt  is  in  the  shoe  shops.  , 

A  great  source  of  financial  success  in  ihis  institu- 
tion comes  of  receiving  prisoners  from  other  coun- 
tiea  Contracts  are  made  with  the  Sapervisori  of  | 
other  counties  for  the  board  and  care  of  their  crim- 
inals. Many  have  also  been  received  from  the 
United  States  Courts.  For  these  board  has  been 
paid  to  this  Penitentiary.  These  prisoneis  have 
been  put  at  work,  and  their  labor  is  let  to  con- 
tractors at  remunerative  wages. 

Originally  the  prison  had  but  90  cells;  now  it  has 
615.  The  building  has  been  enlarged  to  nearly 
six  times  its  original  dimensions.  New  work-shops 
have  been  erected,  and  the  whole  yard  has  been 
indosed  by  a  Ugh  wall 

The  greatest  number  of  commitments  is  caused 
by  intemperance.  In  1855,  there  were  801  com- 
BiitinentiL  Of  these  771  adWtted  themselves  to  be 
intenpentfe 


The  prisoners  are  confined  in  separate  cells  at 
night,  but  work  in  the  shops  during  the  day.  The 
di5cij>line  seems  almost  perfect. 

In  187a,  General  Fllcbniy  died,  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  his  son,  Louis  D.  Pilsbury,  who,  by  con- 
tinuing to  improve  in  conducting  the  system  begun 
by  his  father,  brought  the  institution  to  its  present 
prosperous  condition.  He  has,  since  leaving  thia 
Penitentiary,  been  in  charge  of  the  institution  on 
Ward  s  Island,  and  been  Superintendent  of  all  the 
New  York  State  Frisoosk  Mr.  JohnMeEwen,rinoe 
1879,  has  held  the  position  of  Superintendent 

Each  year  the  Penitentiary  paj'S  into  the  lieastuj 
a  handsome  snrphis  from  the  eanUngs  of  (he  inati- 
ttttion,  and  thereby  lessens  taxation  throughout  the 
county.  Under  the  present  .Superintendent  the 
amount  paid  to  the  credit  of  the  county  in  actual 
money  is  about  |75,caa 

.Ml  nhort-tcrm  prisoners  are  cared  for  without 
expense  to  the  county.  Without  the  Penitentiary, 
it  is  estimated  that  die  expense  to  the  county  wonld 
be  at  least  $50,000  per  aannm. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  statistit  <  fiom  the 
Report  of  the  Superintendent,  filed  with  the  Clerk 
of  the  Board,  FdNnuny  ^  1W5: 

The  number  of  priaoneit  received  during  the 
year  has  been  3,270;  added  to  those  in  oonfine- 
meni  October  31,  1883.  837;  making  a  total  of 
3,107.  DisLhari^L-d  by  e.\piration  of  sentence, 
2, Ota;  pardoned  by  President,  4;  discharged  by 
order  of  Secretary  of  War,  a:  pardoned  by  Gov- 
ernor, 6;  commuted  b]r Governor,  i;  dischaiged  by 
remission  of  fines,  8;  discharged  by  court  or  nug- 
istrate,  25;  discharged  by  appeal,  certiorari,  etc., 
a  a;  discharged  by  payment  of  fine  to  justices,  113; 
died,  15;  total  discharged  during  year,  s,so8; 
leaving  in  confinement  October  31,  1884,  891;. 

Of  these  785  were  males>  114  females.  Of  the 
above  number  received  during  the  year  iheie  were: 
Males,  1,96s;  iemale%  jo8;  total,  s,a7a 
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or  these  there  were-  bora  in  the  United  States, 
1,480;  Ireland,  409;  Germany,  115;  England, 
90;  Scotland,  25;  Canada,  75;  France,  10;  Italy, 
Poland,  Wales  and  Nomay,  17;  Sweden  and 
Switzerland,  20;  Denmark,  Holland  and  New- 
foundland, 4;  Prussia,  Australia  and  New  Bruns- 
wick, .8;  Russia,  Nova  Scotia  and  Prince  Edward's 
Island,  17;  total,  2,270. 

Of  tlicst-  1,644  could  rt  .ni  ami  write;  216  could 
read  only;  410  could  neither  read  nor  write;  1,894 
admitted  themselves  to  be  intemperate;  376  claimed 
to  be  temperate;  822  were  or  had  been  married; 
1,448  were  sin^e;  379  were  sent  from  the  City  of 
Albany;  179  from  die  town  of  WatervKet;  i  from 
Bethlehem;  98  fiom  the  City  of  Culioes. 

Of  these  1, 398  were  sentenced  for  a  term  less  than 
six  months;  578  for  six  months  each;  57  from  seven 
months  to  one  year;  84  Ibr  one  )'ear;  so  for  one 
year,  and  fine  from  $100  to  S500:  4^  f>r  terms 
over  one  year,  not  exceeding  two  years;  38  for 
OTSr  two  and  not  exceeding  three  years;  29  for 


three  and  not  exceeding  four  years;  16  for  four 
years,  not  exceeding  five;  13  for  terms  from  six  to 

iten  years;  1  for  hfe.  273  were  under  twenty  yean 
of  age;  906  were  between  twenty  and  thirty  yean; 
527  were  between  thirty  anci  forty  yean;  318  were 
between  forty  and  fifty  years;  246  were  over  fifty 
years. 

Early  in  the  Legislature  of  1885,  a  bill  was  intIO- 
duced  to  relieve  the  fk)jrd  of  Supervisors  of  Albany 

I  County,  and  the  Mayor  and  Recorder  of  the  City 
of  Albany,  finom  all  responsibility  in  r^aid  to  Han 

'  maintenance  and  care  of  the  Penitentiaiy.  On 
May  II,  1885,  Uic  bill  became  law. 

The  Penitentiaiy  Commlarion  oonsisis  of  D. 
Cady  Herrick,  Dtstrict  Attorney;  John  Battersby, 
County  Treasurer;  and  John  Reilly.    The  Peniten- 

I  tiary  has  been  under  their  control  since  May,  1 885. 

I  The  Saperintendent  receives  a  salary  of  #3,000  per 
annum.      deputy,  two  cletks,  three  matrons  and 

I  several  subordinates  are  employed.   The  Aopa  are 

I  in  immediate  diaige  of  ftithfal  owHeen. 


LEGISLATIVE  OFFICERS  FROM  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


SENATORS. 

UNDER  the  first  Constitntion  of  the  State,  the 
Senate  consisted  of  twenty-four  members,  ap- 
portioned amang  four  great  districts.  After  the  first 
election  ihcy  were  divided  by  lots  into  tour  classes, 
so  that  die  terms  ofsixshoaM  expire  eadi  year.  An 
additional  Senator  was  to  be  added  to  each  district 
whenever,  by  a  septennial  census,  it  was  sliown  that 
the  number  of  electon  in  the  district  had  increased 
tne  twenty-fourth.  This  increase  was  to  be  al- 
lowed till  the  number  reached  one  hundred.  The 
census  of  1795  made  the  number  foity-three.  In 
1801,  the  role  being  found  unequal  in  its  opersF 
tion,  the  Constitution  was  amended  so  as  to  fix  the 
number  of  Senators  permanently  at  thirty-two, 
whidi  has  ever  since  been  retained.  the  Con- 
stitution of  i8zi,  the  State  was  divided  into  eight 
great  Senatorial  districts,  each  of  which  was  enti- 
tled to  four  Senators,  one  bdng  elected  every  year. 
Their  term  of  office  was  four  yean  Under  die 
present  Constitution  the  Slate  consists  of  thirty-two 
Senatorial  districts,  in  each  of  which  a  Senator  is 


elected  each  odd  year.  The  Senate  district  must 
consist  of  contiguous  territory,  and  no  county  can 
be  divided  unless  entitled  to  two  or  more  Senators. 

Abraham  Yates,  Jr.,  1777-90;  Dirck  W.  Ten 
Broeck,  1777-78;  Anthony  Van  Schaick,  1777-78; 

I  Rinier  Mynderse,  1 777-78. 

I  The  fint  sesrion  of  the  Legislature  of  this  State 
was  in  1 777,  assembling  at  Kingston,  September 
9th.  On  October  7th  following  it  was  dispersed 
by  the  British  troops.  The  second  meeting  of  this 
seanon  was  held  at  Poughkaqisi^  bcgianing  Jan- 
uary  15th  and  ending  April  4,  1778. 

Rinier  Mynderse,  1778-81;  Dirck  W.  Ten 
Broeck,  1778-83;  Philip  Schuyler,  1781-84,  1786- 
88,  1792-97;  Henr)- Oothoudt,  1782-85;  Volkcrt 
I'.  Douw,  1786-93;  Peter  -Schuyler,  1787-92; 
Leonard  Gansvoort,  1791-93,  1797-1802;  Stephen 
Van  Rensselaer,  1791-95;  Anthony  Ten  Eyck, 
1797  1801;  Anthony  Van  Schaick,  1797-1800; 
Abraham  Van  Vechten,  1 798-1 805,  181 6-1 9; 
Pmncis  Nicoll,  1797-98;  John  Sanders,  1799- 
1802;  Stephen  Lush,  1801  2;  Simon  Veeder, 
1804-7;  John  Veeder,  1806-9;  Jos^h  C  Yate^ 
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1806-S;  dttrlcs  E.  Dudlejr,  1820-5 ;  John  Mc- 

Carty,  1827  30;  Peter  Gansvoort,  1833-^;  Friend 
Humphrey,  1840-1;  Ira  Harris,  1847;  Valentine 
IVedwell,  1848-49;  Axor  Taber,  1851-53;  dark- 
son  F.  Crosby,  1854-55;  John  W.  Harcourt, 
1856-57;  George  Y.  Johnson,  1858-59;  Andrew 
J.  Colvin,  1860-61;  John  V,  L.  Ptuyn,  1862-63; 
Lorenzo  D.  Collins,  1866-67;  A.  &  Banks,  1868- 
69,  187&-71;  Charles  H,  Adams,  1872  73;  Jesse 
C.  Dayton,  1874-75;  Hamilton  Harris,  1876-79; 
Waten  W.  Bnnan,  1880-81;  Abraham  Lansing, 
188S-83;  Jolm  B,  Tbacher,  1884-85. 

MEMBERS  OF  ASSEMBLY. 

Gerrit  Abecl,  1796;  Mathew  Adgate,  1780-85; 
Flores  Bancker,  1779-80;  Thomas  £.  Barker,  1798 
-99;  Danid  D.  Barnard,  1838;  Frederick  Baasler, 
Jr.,  1840;  George  Batterraan,  1825;  John  Bay, 
1779-80;  Abraham  Becker,  1784-85;  John  Beek- 
man,  Jr.,  1804;  John  H.  Beekman,  1783-83;  John 
Jamas  Beekman,  1780-83;  SMney  Bnijr,  1791-9S; 
James  Bill,  i7()6-i8co;  Harmanus  BleekcT,  1814- 
15;  David  Bogardus,  1807,  1813-13;  Leonard 
Bronck,  1786-93;  Abraham  Bitxikf^  1813;  John 
Brown,  180S-9;  Jonathan  Brown,  1791;  Jesse 
Biici,  1823:  Daniel  Burhans,  1804-6;  John  H. 
Burhans,  1808-9,  1816-17;  Benjamin  F.  Butler, 
i8s8;  Asa  Colvaid,  1806-7,  i8n-is,  i8»o; 
John  Colvin,  1810;  Philip  Conine,  Jr.  ,  179^  ^7. 
1800;  Garkson  F,  Crosby,  1845;  Abraham  Cuyler, 
1784;  Jacob  Cuyler,  1777-78;  John  Cuyler,  Jr., 
'777  78;  John  Davis,  1839;  Adam  Deits,  Jr., 
1804-6;  Johan  Jost  Deitz,  1798-1804,  1807-9, 
181 1-14;  Joliannes  Deitz,  1792-96;  David  Delong, 
1811;  AbijahE  Disbiow,  1832;  John  A.  Dix, 
1842;  David  Dorman,  1836;  Prince  Doty,  1798- 
180s;  James  C  Duane,  1796-97;  William  A.  Duer, 
1818-19;  John  Duncan,  1788-89;  Peter  Flagler, 
1840;  JellisA.  Fonda,  1792-94;  Jacob  Ford,  178 1- 
85;  Sylvester  Ford,  1814-15;  Miclia<.l  Freeligh, 
1816;  Abel  French,  1810;  Philip  Frisbic,  1781-82; 
John  Frisb7,i8o3;  John  Fnller,  1847;  John  L  Gal- 
lup, i?4-:  Lc<t:i;uil  (",;iiisvo' irt,  i77''^-79,  i7'*8;  LeoD* 
anl  Gansvoort,  Jr.,  1795;  Peter  (jansvoort,  1830- 
31;  James  D.  Gardner,  1829;  John  Gibboniyi8is- 
13;  Henry  Glen,  1786-87;  James  Gordon,  1777- 
81,  1784,  1786  9r  ;  Theo.  V.  W.  Graham,  1794; 
Daniel  Hale,  1807;  Willis  HaU,  1843;  Isaac  Ham- 
ilton, i8s7;  In  Hanfa,  1845-46;  John  Haswdl, 
1827;  And.  N.  Heermance,  1798-99;  John  V. 
Henry,  1800-2;  Jacob  Hotchstrasser,  1794-97; 
Gerrit  Hogan,  1820-21;  Lawrence  Hogeboom, 
1786;  James  Holcomh,  1796-97;  Aaion  Hovgli- 


taling,  1841;  W.  D.  Houghtaling,  1819;  ComdiilS 
Humphrey,  1779-80;  'ITiomas  Hun,  1794-95; 
Elishama  Janes,  1812-13;  Jonathan  Jenkins,  1808- 
9,  t8ao;  Richard  Kimmey,  1837;  Fhuids  Lan- 
sing, 1841;  John  I.-insing,  Jr.,  1780-84,  1786  89; 
Jeremiah  Lansingh,  1798-99;  Philip  Lenncbacker, 
1832;  Leonard  Litch6eld,  1845;  Aaron  Livingston, 
1834;  Edward  Livingston,  1833,  1835,  1837;  John 
Livingston,  1786-87;  PfelerR.  Livingston,  1780-81; 
Walter  Livingston,  1777-79,  » 7^4-85;  James  & 
Lowe,  1830:  Samuel  SL  Lnsh,  18S5-S6,  1830; 
Stephen  Lush,  1792-93,  1803-6;  David  McCarty, 
1792;  James  McKown,  1820-22;  William  Mc- 
Kown,  1822;  Hugh  Mitchell,  1779-80;  Nich.  V. 
Mjmdefse,  1804-5;  Fmnds  NiooU,  t79*-93; 
1796-1800;  William  North,  1792,  1794-9*^;  Na- 
thaniel Ogden,  1796-98;  Henry  Oothoudi,  1779- 
80;  Volkeit  D.  Oothout,  iSss;  John  L  Ostian- 
der,  1816-17;  Cornelius  G.  Palmer,  1842;  George 
Palmer,  1781-82;  .Stephen  Piatt,  1794-95;  Will- 
iam Powers,  1787;  John  Price,  1814-15,  1820; 
John  Mnce^  1796-98;  HenijrQtiackenboss^  1779~ 
80;  Edmund  Raynbford,  1838;  Abraham  Rose- 
crantz,  1823;  James  Sackel,  1818;  J.  W.  Scher- 
merfaom,  1791;  Mans  Sdietmerhom,  1803-4; 
John  .Schoolcraft,  1816;  Jacob  Schoonhovcn,  1786; 
John  C.  Schuyler.  1836;  Peter  Schuyler,  1784; 
Peter  S.  Schuyler,  1802-4,  1820;  Philip  P.  Schuy- 
ler, 1796-99;  Stephen  J.  Sdmjkr,  §777-79;  Dnvid 
G.  Seger,  1835;  Jacob  Settle,  1833;  Paul  Settle, 
1838;  William  Seymour,  1832,  1836;  Thomas  L. 
Shafn,  1846;  Levi  Shaw,  1844;  land  Shear,  1 833 ; 
John  P.  Shear,  i8ss;  Jonas  Shesr,  184s;  Joeqph 
Shurtleff,  1798-99,  1800-2,  1804-7;  Thomas 
Sickles,  1787-88;  Richard  Sill,  1789-91;  William 
N.  Sill,  i8s8;  John  L  Sttngerland,  1843;  Jesae 
Smith,  1816:  Moics  Smith,  1804-5,  1814,  1820- 
21;  Barent  P.  Staau,  1834  ;  Chandler  Starr,  1829; 
Archibald  Stephens,  1824;  Samnel  Stephens,  1844; 
John  Stillwell,  1824:  Henry  Stone,  1827;  Dirck 
Swart,  1780-85;  Gidciin  Taber,  1816  18;  John 
Tayler,  1777-81,  1786-87;  Jacobus  Teller,  1778- 
79;  IXicfc  Ten  Broedt,  1796-180S;  John  Ten 
Broeck,  1798-93;  Samuel  Ten  BioeA,  1781-83; 
Andrew  Ten  Eyck,  1826;  Henry  Ten  Ejrck,  1 792 ; 
Jacob  Ten  Eyck,  1800-3  ;  J.  De  Plater  Ten 
Eyck,  i788;.Is«elThom]is..n,  1781-8S,  1784-85; 
Joel  Thompson,  1798;  John  Thompson.  1788-89; 
Valentine  Tread  well,  1847;  Jesse  Tyler,  18  is, 
1814-15;  Ah.  J.  Van  AbQn^  1786;  Comdios 
Van  Dyck,  1788-89;  Dirck  Van  Ingen.  1788; 
Peter  Van  Ness,  1783-84;  Hezekiah  Van  Urden, 
1788;  Andrews  Van  Batten,  1795;  H.  K.  Van 
Rensseher,  1788-90;  J.  VanRenMdaer,  1788-89; 


Diyiii^ed  by  Google , 

J 


COUNTY  TREASURER. 


355 


J.  Van RenaMlaer,  Jr.,  1780-81;  Killian  Van  Rens- 
selaer, 1777-79:  Roben  Van  Rensselaer,  1777-81; 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer.  1789-90,  1808  10.  1818; 
Aaron  Van  Scbaick,  1 843;  J.  Van  Schoonho^en, 
1791;  Com,  A.  Van  Slyck,  1791-93;  Abiabam 
Van  Vechten,  i8oo,  1808-13;  Com.  VtnVechten, 
1789-90;  John  G.  Van  Zandt,  1811;  Jacob  Vee- 
der,  1807-8;  Simeon  Veeder,  1844;  Abraham 
Vcrplanck,  1837:  David  I.  D.  Verplank^  l8s8; 
Mathew  Visschcr.  1784-85,  1787;  Isaac  Vroom an, 
1779-82;  Peter Vrooman, 1 777-79, 1786-87;  Com. 
H.  Waldnm,  1819;  Tobias  T.  E.  Waldron,  1835; 
Robert  D.Watson,  1846-47;  RuTus Watson,  i8ifi 
17,  1839;  Wheeler  Walson,  1831;  Edmund  Wells, 
1781-83;  John  H.  Wendell,  1796-98;  PMerWest, 
1798,  i8co-2;  Henr)'  G.  Wheaton,  1835-41; 
Malachi  Whipple,  1S26;  Phineas  Whiteside,  1779- 
80;  Williana  B.  Whiting,  1777-80;  Stephen  Willes. 
i8so-ai,  1825;  Erastus  Williams,  1830;  Avniice 
Williams,  Jr.,  1834;  Jacob  Winnc,  1800  i;  John 
D.  Winne,  181 4-1 5;  John  L.  Winnc,  1814;  Peter 
W.  Winnc,  1831;  Jesse  Wood,  1824;  Christopher 
Yates,  1783-85;  J.  Van  Ness  Yates,  1819;  Peter 
W.  Yates,  1784-85;  John  Yoonglov^  1783-85, 
t788-9a 

Charles  H.   A<toms,   1858;   William  Alcf,  , 
1866;  Corjielius  W.  Armstrong.  1858;  Daniel  L. 
Babcock,  1872;  Robeit  Babcock,  1851:  Dwight 
Batcheller,  1858;  A.  Bleecker  Banks,  1862;  Hiram 
Barber,  1849;  Lewis  Benedict,  Jr.,  1861;  Robert 

C.  Blackall,  1871;  Martin  J.  Blessing,  1855;  James 
Brady,  1856;  Waters  W.  firaman,  1874-75,  1877, 
1879;  Henry  A.  Brigham,  1848;  Isnhiah  QMse- 
bio,  1854;  John  C.  Chism,  1868;  Clark  &  Codl- 
ranc,  i86(S;  Thomas  I).  Coleman,  1876;  Lorenzo 

D.  Collins,  1859-60;  Hugh  Conger,  1867,  1869; 
Almerin  J.  Cornell,  186s;  Edward  Qioffit^  1871; 
James  F.  Crawford,  1866;  Henry  Creble,  1859; 
John  Cutler,  1852;  Kdward  Curran,  1877-78; 
Alexander  Davidson,  1855;  Archibald  A.  Dnnlop, 
1854:  John  Evers,  1857;  Morgan  L.  Filkins,  1859, 
1864;  Wm.  W.  Forsyth,  1853;  John  N.  Foster, 
1878;  JayGibbons,  1861;  Samuel  W,  Gibbs,  i860; 
Hiram  Griggs,  1878-80;  Robett  Harper,  185a; 
Hamilton  Harris,  1S51;  Jonathan  R.  Herrick, 
1877;  .Stephen  M.  Hollenbeck,  1854;  Orville  M. 
Hungcrford,  1865;  Henry  Jenkins.  1856;  Thomas 
Kearney,  1853;  William  J.  Maher,  1876  77;  Will- 
iam D.  Murphy,  1870-71;  Miihael  A.  .N'ol.in, 
1865;  Joel  B.  Nott,  1850;  William  L.  Oswald, 
1863-64;  Harris  Fur,  1864;  Eli  Bsny,  1851; 
Henry  R.  Picrsc.n.  1873;  Oscar  F.  Potter,  1867; 
Robert  H.  Pruyn,  1848-50,  1854;  Terence  J.  | 
Quinn,  1874;  JobnReid,  1853;  AleiEaoder Robert*  I 


son,  1865,  1867;  Edward  D.  Ronan,  1870;  John 
Sager,  1877;  George  M.  Sayles,  1852;  Fred.  Schif- 
ferdeckcr,  1874;  Peter  Schoon maker,  1874;  Wil- 
lett  Searls,  1862;  William  S.  Sbepard,  1850;  Adam 
I.  Shnltes,  1851;  John  I.  Slingeriand,  i8<o;  Peter 
Slingerland,  1875-76;  Adam  W.  Smilh,  1869; 
Henry  Smitli,  1867,  1872;  William  J.  Snyder, 
1863;  Stephen  Springsteed,  1872;  James  T.  Story, 
1878;  Jackson  A.  Summer,  1868;  William  D. 
Sunderlin,  1S71;  Hugh  Swift,  1852;  John  Tighe, 
1869-70;  Franklin  Townsend,  1857;  Lyman  Tre- 
main,  1866;  Adam  Van  Allen,  1857;  David  Van 
Aukcn,  1849;  Cornelius  Vanderzee,  1850;  Harmon 
IL  Vanderzee,  1865;  John  Vandersee,  1863; 
James  R  Van  Etten,  1855;  J.  W.  Van  Valken- 
burgh,  1873;  T.  Van  Vechlen.  Jr.,  185a;  Theo. 
Van  Volkcnburgli,  1868:  Francis  W.  Voslnirgh. 
1875;  Henry  I*  Wait,  1863;  William  j.  Wheeler, 
1861;  Isaac  Whitbeck,  1856;  Edwanil  S.  Willett, 
1848;  Joel  A.  Wing,  1849;  George  Wolford,  1858; 
Fiancis  H.  Woods,  1868;  William  A.  Young, 
1859;  Alfred  LeRoy,  1876;  Leopold  C.  0.  I^shinka, 
1874-5;  George  B,  Mosher,  1872-73;  Charles 
Knowlcs,  1879;  Tlmmr.s  II.  Greer,  1879;  William 
H.  Slingeriand,  Ignatius  Wiley,  Joseph  Haynes, 
,  Thomas  liddle,  1880;  Miner  Gallvp,  Andrew  S. 
Draper,  Aaron  B.  Pratt,  George  Campbell,  1881; 
Michael  J.  Gorman,  Aaron  Fuller,  Amasa  J.  Par- 
ker, John  McDonough,  1882;  Daniel  P.  Winne, 
Warren  S.  Kelley,  Edwanl  A.  Mahcr,  Joseph  Dda- 
hanty,  1883;  John  Zimmerman,  Hiram  Becker, 
Edward  A.  Maher,  James  Forsyth,  Jr.,  1884; 
Lanaiiig  Hotaling,  1885. 

ALBANY  COUNTY  COUNTY  TREASURER. 

This  ancient  officer  was  known  before  the  revo- 
lution. He  is  the  custodian  of  the  funds  of  the 
comity,  and  also  disburses  them.  He  is  re- 
quired to  give  heavy  bonds  for  the  fidthfol 

performance  of  his  duties.  He  is  required  to 
report  to  the  Board  of  Supervistors  annually. 
They  audit  his  accounts.  His  salary  is  fixed 
at  liie  aanttal  snm  of  $5,ooa  Among  hit  du- 
ties is  to  direct  the  sale  of  property  for  unpaid 
taxes — in  UnX  he  lias  large  duties  connected  with 
Ae  taxes  of  the  county.  Under  the  directioD  of 
the  Board  of  Supenisors  he  often  borrows  money 
in  the  credit  of  the  county,  cancels  taxes,  etc.  On 
the  whole,  it  is  one  of  tlie  most  important  ofiiccs 
in  the  ooantjr.  The  TntMrer  was  fbrmerijr  ap- 
pointed by  the  Board  of  Supervisors;  but  by  the 
statute  provisions  of  1846,  he  is  now  elected  for  a 
Mm  of  3  yeats  by  the  people,  in  November.  The 
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foUoiring  isftttatof  die  Comitf  TraaraiefB tnuler  i860;  Stephen  Y.  Fkederick,  1866;  Ataoduler 

die  Comdttttion  of  1846:  James  Kidd,  1848;  Kennedy,    1869;    NadttB.D.    Wendell,  1872; 

Cocndiw  Tea  Broeck,  1851;  Richard  J.  Grant,  Henry  Kelly,  1878;  Albert  Gallup,  1881;  John 

1854;  Adam  Van  Allen,  1857;  Thomas  Keaney,  Battersby,  1884. 


JOURNALISTS  AND  JOURNALISM  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


ALBANY  has  always  been  conspicuous  for  the 
abiKqr  of  ila  editors,  pablMierB  and  printeis. 
Its  histor)' is  enibcllM:'  i!  uitli  ibe  career  of  illus- 
trioos  joumalist&  Here  the  press  has  wielded  an 
inllaenoe  that  nay  truly  be  called  national. 

The  history  of  the  Albany  press  lie;:^an  in  No- 
veiiibrr,  1771,  when  Alexander  and  James  Rob- 
ertson issued  the  firat  number  of  the  .Ut>an}'  Gazeiie, 
a  joomalitUch  bad  its  birth  and  death  widiin  fbe 
s(>ace  of^me  year.  Bat  it  was  the  pioneer  onder- 
taking. 

Down  to  1811  there  were  bit  thlitj-fiNtr  news* 
papers  in  the  State.  "The  paper,"  says  Mr. 
Weed,  "on  which  ihey  were  pi inted  resembled 
ordinary  wrapping-paper  in  texture  and  hue,  and 
the  type,  in  most  cases,  was  worn  well  down  to- 
ward the  first  nick.  The  New  Fork  Cotumhian 
was  printed  on  a  sheet  as  blue  as  indigo,  while  tiie 
Hudson  Bet  rejoiced  in  colors  as  yellow  as  Mrs. 
Skewton's  bed<cnrtains. "  Considering  the  material 
and  conveniences  of  that  day,  printing  was  done 
with  wonderful  rapidity.  In  Albany,  as  early  as 
1816,  Governor  Tompkins'  last  message  was  print- 
ed and  republished  in  Gsnandaigiia  within  Ave 
days.  Canandaigua,  at  that  time,  tiras  as  far  from 
Albany,  in  lengtli  of  time,  as  San  Francisco  is  now. 

taxuMOM.  k  Jaws  Roisrtson,  the  pioneer 
printers  of  Albany,  having  established  the  Gazelle 
in  1 77 1,  Albany  was  tlie  second  city  io  the  Slate  in 
which  a  regular  newspaper  was  pnbUdied.  It  was 
printed  on  a  small  sheet,  abOQt  one-fonfth  the 
size  of  the  Kvenirti^  fourna]. 

At  the  time  it  was  started,  and  during  its  exist- 
ence New  York  was  a  province  of  Great  Britain, 

though  the  growing  spirit  of  liberty  was  fa'-t  pro- 
ducing the  crisis  which  resulted  in  the  revolution 
and  American  fteedom.  It  was,  doubtless,  the 
turbulent  state  of  the  timci  that  caused  &e  Robert- 
sons to  su<:pen(l  the  Gazelle.  They  were  loval  to 
Great  liriuin,  and  kit,  it  is  said,  for  Nova  Scotia. 
TbeeditoiB  of  die  GwOt,  Jwawrf  1  j,  177a,  make 
the  CaUoirii^  quaint  uptAogy; 


"The  printers  of  the  Gazeite,  from  motives  of 
giatitade  and  dn^,  are  obliged  to  apologise  to  the 

public  for  the  omission  of  one  week's  publication; 
and  hope  the  irregularity  of  the  mail  from  New 
Yoik  sinoe  tkefiist  great  ftll  of  snow,  and  die  se- 
vere cold  preceding  Christmas,  which  frose  the  pa> 

))er  prepared  for  the  press  so  as  to  put  a  Stop  to  its 
operation,  will  sufficiently  account  for  it" 

Tbe  liberal  manner  in  which  merdiants  adver- 
tised at  that  day,  is  indicated  by  the  advertisement 
of  Thomas  fiarry,  a  leading  merchant  of  Albany, 
whose  stnre  stood  near  the  Dutch  Chnrch,  at  the 
foot  of  State  street.  His  advertisement  occupies  a 
column  of  the  Gazelle,  giving  a  descrii)tion  of  bis 
goods  quite  as  eloquently  written  as  that  of  the 
popular  meichanis  of  to-day;  Among  the  articles 
advertised,  we  find  the  following:  "None-so- 
pretiy  of  various  Colors,  and  black  breeches  pat- 
terns.* Another  firm,  James  Gourlay  &.  Co., 
largely  ad%'crtise,  staling  particularly  that  their 
"store  is  to  be  found  in  Cheapside  street,  next 
door  to  the  King's  Anns. " 

Jr.ssE  Bt'EL, — Among  the  most  prominent  names 
among  the  great  journalists  of  Albany,  is  that  of 
Jesse  Buel. 

He  was  born  in  Coventnr,  Conn.»  JaBuanr  4, 
1 778,  the  youngest  of  a  lamify  of  fourteen  cbildren. 

His  father,  Klias  Bticl,  was  an  officer  in  the 
army  of  the  revolutionary  war.  At  tlie  age  of 
fourteen,  he  entered  the  printing-oSice  of  a  Mr. 
Lyon,  at  Kutland,  as  apprentioe.  The  fiist  four 
fMis  of  his  term  were  spent  in  unremitted  stten- 
tion  to  his  calling.  Having  purchased  of  Mr. 
Lyon  the  unexpired  three  _\e.xrs  of  his  time,  he 
began  the  life  of  a  journeyman  printer.  After  a  brief 
stay  in  the  City  of  New  York,  he  worked  a  slwrt 
time  with  Mr.  McDonald  of  Albany;  also  at 
Waterford  and  Lansingburgh.  In  connection  wiih 
Mr.  Moffat,  of  Troy,  he  began  in  June,  1797,  the 
publication  of  the  Troy  Biidgel.  In  September, 
1804,  he  left  the  Bitkget.  About  that  time  lie 
married  Mis^  Susan  Pierce,  of  Troy. 

In  October,  1801,  he  was  in  Poughkeepsie,  pub- 
lishing a  weekly  paper  called  the  Guardian.  This 
was  discoatinned  after  about  ooe  fear.  He  b^n 
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the  pablicatioD  of  ihtPUHk^  Bmmtft  which  was 

also  short-lived. 

At  the  close  of  1802,  he  established  a  papor  in 
Kingston,  called  Pkhian,  which  he  conducted 
with  marked  success  until  the  close  of  the  year 
1813.  Six  years  afier  he  came  to  KingstOlli  be 
WM  aiipointed  Judge  of  the  Cooit  of  Commoa 
Fleas  Of  Ulster  Countf. 

While  at  Kingstun,  he  gained  the  Listing  friend- 
ship of  that  illustrious  jurist,  Amhrij>,e  Spencer. 
Through  Judge  S|iencer's  influence,  he  removed 
to  the  Cttyof  Albany  aod  commenced  the  JUbmy 
Argus.  The  next  year  he  was  appointed  State 
printer.  He  occupied  the  editorial  chair  of  the 
Argus  with  distinguished  ability  till  1820,  wbm 
be  decided  to  abandoD  the  dudea  of  joniiMliit  and 
printer. 

Judge  Bael,  dnrin)>  all  hit  career  as  a  journalist, 

insisted  upon  spendiny  a  portion  of  hiS  tine  in 
aett'ng  type  and  woikina;  at  the  press. 

Disposing  ol  the  Argus,  which  he  had  founded, 
he  purchased  a  farm  near  the  Citv  of  Albanv,  and 
assumed  the  life  of  a  ftrmer.  while  residuig  on 
his  farm,  hewasa  member  of  the  State  Aaeemblf 
during  the  session  of  1823. 

His  attention  to  agriculture  met  with  such  suc- 
cess, that  he  became  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
agricultaristt  in  the  Sbite  In  March,  1834,  the 
Cutth'alor  was  commenced,  undi  r  tlie  auspices  of 
the  .State  Agricultural  Society,  and  Judge  Buel  be- 
came its  editor.  From  a  small  monihly  sheet, 
issued  at  the  price  of  twenty-five  cents  per  year,  it 
rapidly  increased  in  size  and  in  subscriptions  antil, 
in  March,  1838,  its  subscription  list  amounted  to 
33,000.  On  commencing  the  fifth  volume,  it  was 
increased  in  size  and  took  ils  place  among  leading 

agricultural  journals. 

In  182 1,  he  W.1S  electe.i  a  member  of  the  Mass- 
acfausetts  Agricultural  Society;  in  1829,  of  the 
HoTticuIturaT  Society  of  that  Sute ;  in  1830,  of 
the  Monroe  Hort'cultur.il  S^xicty  of  Rochester; 
in  1831,  of  the  Charleston  Horticultural  .Society  in 
South  Carolina;  in  1832,  of  the  Hampshire, 
Franklin  and  Hampden  Society  in  Massachusetts, 
and  of  the  Hamilton  County  Agricultural  Society 
at  Cincinnati  ;  in  of  the  Tennes.see  Agricul- 

tural and  Horticultural  .Societies;  in  1834,  of  the 
Horticultural  Society  of  the  District  of  Columbia; 
in  1838,  of  the  Philadelphia  Socie^  of  Agriculture; 
and  in  1839,  of  die  Albetnarie  Agrfcnltnral  Society. 
In  he  was  chosen  President  of  the  H<irticul- 

tural  .'N)ciety  of  the  Valley  uf  tlie  Hudson,  ami  was 
teveral  times  chosen  President  of  the  Stale  .Agricul- 
tural Society.  Thus  is  seen  the  regard  in  which 
he  was  held.  Judge  Buet'a  efibits  were  in  no 
means  confined  to  a^ricnltnnd  pursuits.  The 
motto  of  his  Cultivator  was  "To  improve  the  soil 
and  the  mind." 

His  system  of  education,  like  his  system  of  agri- 
cnllnre,  was  practical.  He  would  guide  the  eflort 
of  muscle  by  the  direction  of  the  mind.  While 
cultivating  the  land  he  would  enjoy  the  landscape. 
The  efforts  jiulue  Buel  greatly  tcntled  to  make 
honorable,  as  well  as  profitable,  the  pursuits  of 
agiienltank  Heddivoed  addresMS  befoce  agH> 


cultural  and  horticultural  sodetiea  in  various  parts 
of  the  Union,  and  alwajs  drew  buge  aadlenccs  to 

listen  to  him. 

On  September  22,  1839.  while  at  Danbury, 
Conn.,  he  had  a  severe  attack  of  bilious  colic,  fol- 
lowed bjr  bilious  fever,  which  terminated  fatally 
October  4th.  His  death  produced  a  pn^und  sen- 
sation and  general  sorrow. 

Judge  Buel  was  a  practical  illustration  of  repub- 
lican simplicity — always  plain  in  dress  and  ap- 
pearance, and  unassuming  in  his  manners.  He 
was  boqiitable  witboat  diqilay,  pious  without  |»e> 
tension,  and  learned  without  pedantry.  As  a  writer 
his  style  was  well  adapted  to  the  nature  of  his  com- 
munications. With  him  words  meant  things,  and 
not  simply  their  shadows.  He  came  to  the  com- 
mon mind  like  an  old  familiar  acquaintance,  though 
he  always  brought  new  ideas. 

His  writings  are  principally  found  in  the  many 
addresses  he  delivered;  in  the  six  volumes  of  his 
Cultifotor ;  in  the  stnall  volume  made  up  from  ma- 
terials taken  from  the  QtUtaakw,  published  by  the 
Harpers;  and  in  the  "  Fanner^s  Companion,  the 
last  and  most  elal^orate  1  if  his  w  i^rks.  It  Wi-is  w  ritten 
e.xpressly  for  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education, 
and  WIS  one  of  the  mostpopalar  works  of  the  kindt 

Moses  I.  Cartiwb  was  bom  at  Catskill,  New 

York,  December  14,  1774.  He  received  a  prepar- 
atory classical  education  and  entered  the  office 
of  Cliaiicellor  John  Lansin^r,  at  Alhan\,  under 
whose  instruction  he  qualified  himself  lor  admis- 
sion to  the  Bir.  He  was  made  an  attomey-at- 
law  at  Albany,  in  October,  1798.  Opening  an 
office  at  Qitskill,  he  was  not  long  in  attaining  a 
highly  respectable  iwsition  in  his  profession.  March 
5,  1801,  he  s^as  appointed  by  Gov.  George  Qin- 
ton.  Assistant  Attorn ey-Genetn]  for  the  Third  Dis- 
trict of  the  Staler  and  was  req>pointed  February 
8,  1808,  and  February  15,  1811.  On  June  19, 
1818,  he  was  appointeil  first  Judge  of  tbe  GlCSne 
County  Court  of  Common  Fleas. 

Judge  Caniine,  at  an  earijr  period  of  bit  life 
exhibited  the  qnalitieB  of  an  eujr,  readjr  and  at- 
tractive writer.  His  contribatioiis  to  toe  CaMS 
Recordtr  and  Aimgr  Argas  attracted  much  adnli- 
ration. 

In  December,  1820,  he  retired  from  the  Bench, 
and,  with  L  Q.  Leakey  purchased  the  Aibtuv  Argus 
and  became  editor-in-chief  The  nest  year  the 
Argus  was  made  the  State  paper,  and  rapidly 
increased  in  influence.  Judge  Cantinc  and  Mr. 
l.f'ake  Kiiitinued  to  conduct  the  jiaper  until  Jan- 
uary, iS.>  when  a  change  took  place  in  its  man- 
agement by  the  sudden  and  greatly  lamented 
death  of  Mr.  Caniine.  Thus  the  editorial  duties 
of  the  Argus  were  committed  to  Mr.  Leake,  a 
man  of  learning  and  ta'ents,  distinguished  for  his 
literary  and  scientific  attainments  and  abilities  as 
a  journalist;  but,  feeble  in  Iteallll,  be  was  SOOO 
compelled  to  relinquisb  tbe  trusL 

Wir  1 1  \M  ( '  ^ssiDv.  The  history  of  ji  )urnai!-ni  is 
best  found  in  the  lives  of  those  who  have  been 
JoutnalistSL 
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Piroiniiiait  tinoiig  thoie  who  aided  in  making 

the  journalistic  history  or  Albany,  is  William  Qzs.- 
sidy.  With  Webster,  Barber,  Southwick,  Croswell, 
Weed,  Dawson,  Manning,  and  others,  lie  aukd  in 
making  that  history  foremost  in  the  annals  of  the 
natioa.  He  waa  bom  in  Albany,  Aagnat  it,  1815. 

The  grandfather  of  William  emig^rated  from 
Inland  and  settled  in  Albany  in  1 790.  His  father 
was  John  Ca-ssidy,  »ho\\itii  liisundi^  FatrickGi^ 
sidy,  were  esteetned  citizens. 

At  an  early  age,  Cusidy  began  liis  classical  edu* 
cation  at  the  Albany  Academy,  and  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  was  admitted  to  Union  College  in  the 
Senir.r  I  Lis--,  graduating  iti  after  remaining 

in  the  cuUege  one  year,  He  studied  law  in  the 
offices  of  Judge  McKown  and  John  Van  Huren. 
His  articles  on  polilical  aabjects,  written  at  his  leis- 
ure and  publidied  in  Democntic  journals,  found 

favor  with  the  puMit.  The  taste  thus  cultivatcil 
and  encouraged,  imluceil  him  to  leave  his  legal 
studies  and  adopt  the  professitm  of  jounalinn. 
At  a  tine  of  life  when  otlier  young  m«B  are 
scarcely  through  with  their  collegiate  edacsition, 
Mr.  Cassidy's  brilliant  gifts  as  a  writer  were  win- 
ning uidc  recognition,  and  he  was  acknowledged 
by  the  leaders  of  the  Democratic  party  as  one  of 
their  ablest  and  most  effecdve  political  writen  At 
the  age  of  twenty-five  he  fittt  entered  the  Add  of 

journalism  as  a  regular,  writing  for  the  Phiindealer 
and  Rough  llfu  ir,  then  {-ubiislicd  in  Albany. 

From  1841  to  1843  he  was  State  Librarian. 
In  the  spring  of  1843  he  became  connected  with 
HanABmy  Alias,  a  daily  paper  started  in  1841  by 
Vance  Sc.  Wendell,  and,  with  Henry  H.  Van  Dyke, 
edited  that  journal.  Tlie  Alhis  was  founded  as 
the  organ  of  the  "Barn-burner"  section  ot  the 
Democratic  party,  and  recognized  as  such  during 
its  existence.  • 

The  contest  between  the  "Barn-burner"  and 
*'  Hunker"  factions  of  the  Democratic  party  will 
long  be  remembered  as  mcire  latter  than  th.U  which 
the  former  party  waged  against  the  Whigs.  The 
Adas  entered  the  political  arena  as  the  opponent  of 
a  majority  of  the  Democndc  partr  led  by  the  Argus, 
a  veteran  in  the  politics  of  me  State.  At  this 
tiiiut  1"  iwin  Croswell,  wielding  a  bold,  gij^.iniic 
pen,  wa-s  the  editor  of  the  Allntnv  Argus.  The 
sharp  and  bitter  antagonism  between  that  journal 
and  the  Atias  was  whst  night  iMve  been  espected. 

Cassidy,  as  the  filend  of  9las  Wright  and  the 
"  FrcL-viilers"  and  "  Barn -burners, "  v  itjori  iusly 
maintained  his  position  against  his  r>>rniidable 
opponent  The  contest  continued  with  unabated 
ardor  until  1856,  when  the  advent  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  the  great  power  it  developed, 
with  other  causes.  led  the  factinn*  in  the  Demo-  ' 
cratic  parly  to  unite  and  the  .■ilia.''  jiid  Ar/^nif  became 
consolidated.  This  event  was  a  triumph  f. ir  Mr. 
Cassidy.  He  had  exhibited  such  brilliant  ulents  1 
and  such  lolfy  character,  such  admhrable  manage- 
ment in  editing  the  .^Z/^/s  that  he  was  selected,  with 
Mr.  Cruswell's  approsal,  as  the  editor  of  the  new 
paper,  which  received  the  new  name  of  the  .-illiis 
and  Argus.  Under  bis  editorsliip  the  Alias  and  1 
ArgiOt  npidly  atodned  a  hi^  and  commanding  I 


position  hi  the  Slate;   In  a  short  dme  Gsasidy  be- 

came  its  principal  proprietor. 

In  1S65,  the  Argus  Company,  a  joint  stuck 
aiisociation,  was  formed,  and  ("assiily  became  its 
president  He  continued  to  edit  tiie  paner  ibr  the 
remainder  of  bis  lifc;  In  1866  he  wade  the  loar 
of  Europe,  enriching  the  literature  of  his  native 
county  by  many  charming  and  elegantly  written 
letters,  which  first  appeared  in  the  Ar^us,  and  were 
copied  into  \'arious  journals.  Mr.  Cassidy  always 
peraistently  refused  offidal  position,  though  in  1867 
be  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Constitutional 
Convention,  and  in  1872  was  appointed  by  Gov- 
ernor Hoffman  on  the  State  Commission  to  Revise 
the  Constitution.  He  accepted  both  these  posi- 
tions with  reluctance^  and  tkiqr  were  the  only  ones 
he  ever  held. 

As  Governor  Robinson  said,  in  addressing  tlie 
Commission  after  Mr.  Cas>idy's  .leath  :  "No 
temptation  would  lead  hint  from  those  funda- 
mental prindplw  whidl  he  had  imbibed  from  con« 

sdentMMM  conviction,  deep  thought  and  ata^f* 
The  wdfiure  of  ihe  Sttte  was  his  sMe  cooeem,  and 

his  advice  to  his  assctciates  was  summed  up  in  his 
remark:  '.S.>e  that  your  constitution  enunciates 
principles,  and  those,  principles  of  elevated  states- 
UAnship,'" 

As  has  been  said,  his  career  was  that  of  the 

political  editor.  He  helped  lo  make  and  un- 
make men.  His  own  hie  was  that  of  the  sanctum, 
the  library  and  the  social  circle.  His  influence 
was  such  as  is  wielded  by  a  matchless  pen ;  his 
achievements  thoae  of  a  mastsr  of  dumght,  tlie 
exponent  of  parly,  and  the  leader  of  political 
councils.  He  combined  in  a  superlative  dej;rce 
the  qualities  which  distinguish  the  wit,  the  scliolar 
and  the  politician.  These,  with  his  fine  taste  and 
culture,  made  him  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and 
accomplished  men  of  his  time.  He  had  an  emi- 
nently social  nature  and  loved  the  social  circle. 
John  G.  Saxe,  the  poet,  p.iid  a  plea.-ing  and  d<di- 
cate  compliment  to  Mr.  Cassidy,  when  he  dedi- 
cated a  volume  of  his  poems  to  him,  as  a  tribute 
to  his  scholarship. 

Mr.  Cassidy 's  personal  appearance  and  bearing 
were  striking  and  noble.  His  mamier  was  uni- 
formly courtly  and  dignified  in  its  courtliness  ;  un- 
studied, yet  perfect.  1 1  is  love  for  his  native  ci^ 
was  not  die  least  of  bis  cbaiaclefisliGa.  He  be- 
lieved in  Albany,  and  never  Mled  to  enUrge  upon 
its  ad>'antages  of  p* -itir.n  and  the  manifest  evi- 
dences of  its  marked  progress.  He  lent  every 
enetgy  towards  its  improvement,  and  as  a  member 
of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Washington 
IHtrfc,  he  entered  into  every  project  looldnf  to  die 
expansion  of  that  beautiful  spot,  and  tugod  eveiy 
wise  scheme  fur  kindred  purjKjses. 

But  his  active  and  uselul  life  terminated  sud- 
denly, wiU)  brief  waroitu;  to  his  friends  that  he 
was  soon  to  lea\-e  tfaem  lor  ever.  He  died  at  Us 
home  in  Albany,  January  »j,  1873,  after  a  veqr 
short  illness. 

On  the  formal  announcement  of  his  death, 
both  branches  of  the  L^islature  adjourned,  after 
appropriate  eulogistic  jcmarin  hi  both  bmfiea  by 
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distinguished  Legidaton.  The  Delta  Phi  Frater- 
oiQv  ^  Pvk  Commia^oaen  of  Albany,  the  Board 
of  Trade,  dw  Yoonff  Men's  Otfaolic  Lyceam,  the 

Trustees  of  S.  Agnes  Cemetery,  the  Typographical 
Uniim,  the  Employees  of  the  Argus  Company,  and 
the  Directors  of  the  National  Commercial  Bank, 
all  passed  resolntioos  of  condolence  and  aporecia^ 
tioo.  Letters  of  regard  were  received  vj  the 
&mily  from  prominent  men  of  the  country. 

Mr.  Cassidy  was  a  life-long  member  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  and  ^iied  in  that  faith.  In  1856 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Lucie  Kocbefort,  who  sur- 
vives \3m.   He  left  three  nm. 

Edwin  Croswxll,  whose  tume  ranks  high 
among  the  illustrious  jt)unialists  of  the  pas{,  was 
born  at  Catskiil  in  1797.  At  the  age  of  four- 
teen be  entered  the  office  of  the  Calskili  Recorder 
as  u  appKBtiGe.  At  this  time  Moses  L  Cantine 
was  ■  distingaished  lawyer  and  writer,  with  an 
inteieit  in  the  Reawiier.  ^'oung  Croswell  was 
fiivorably  brought  to  his  notice.  Time  passed, 
and  Judge  Cantine  became  a  resident  of  Albany, 
and  one  of  the  editors  and  proprietors  of  the  Argus. 
Young  Ooswell,  In  the  meanthne,  had  worked  his 
iray  to  aarislant  editor  of  the  Ri',  u>  J>  r.  When,  in 
1823,  Judge  Cantine  died,  Croswcll  attended  his 
funeral  at  Albany.  The  death  of  Judge  Cantine 
and  the  poor  health  of  Mr.  Leak^  lefl  the  Argus 
comjnratively  wiibont  an  editor.  Mr.  Croswell, 
as  one  of  the  eilivirs  of  the  Cn/.<hV/  Rrcnn/cr,  hat\ 
exhibited  maiki  il  .il  iluies  as  a  political  writer,  and 
rendered  thai  t  a  power  in  the  State.  As  he 
was  about  returning  to  Catskill,  after  the  funeral, 
Martin  Van  Buren,  Beniamin  F.  Butler,  and  Judge 
Duer,  then  leaders  of  the  Democratic  parly  in  the 
Stale,  and  deeply  interested  in  the  Alinny  Argus, 
strun^ly  urged  him  to  become  .issisLint  editor  with 
Mr.  Leake,  and  soon  the  name  of  Edwin  Croswell 
became  identified  with  that  paper. 

In  1 831,  Sherman  Croswell  became  associated 
with  Edwin  in  the  editorial  management.  July 
26,  1834,  Shennan  Croswell  became  a  proprietor 
and  editor,  and  su  conunued  till  January,  1^55. 
Edwin  Croswell,  having  withdrawn  from  the  Argus 
Aognat  t8t  1854,  «■  moceeded  bv  Gideon  J. 
Tucker,  who  was  made  Secretary  of  State  in  1857. 
In  1855,  .Sherman  Croswell  and  Mr.  Tucker  trans- 
ferred their  interest  to  James  I.  Johnson,  who  asso- 
ciated with  him  Calvert  Comstoclt  as  editor. 

It  waa  not  loqe  after  Edwin  Croswell  had  entered 
on  the  editorial  dnties  of  the  Argus,  befbie  he  be- 
came a  power  in  the  politics  nf  tin-  State  and  nation. 
His  vigorous  mind  and  ready  and  iKjwerful  pen 
were  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  Democratic 
party  and  the  discussions  of  the  great  questions 
which  then  divided  the  public  iplnd  As  a  political 
writer  it  is  not  too  much  tO  My  that,  during  the 
peril  kI  of  his  active  lite,  he  had  no  rival  as  a  polit- 
ical journalist,  except  Thurlow  Weed.  In  the  course 
of  the  long  political  warfare  conducted  by  these 
eminent  editor^  he  never  allowed  Uniaeir  to  be 
thrown  off  his  guard  by  friend  or  foe.  Few  Amer- 
ican journalists  ever  exhibited  more  ability  in  con-  I 
dnctiqg  oontrovaiiy,  or  in  quieting  animoeitiet  i 


among  his  own  friend^  than  Edwin  Croswell.  His 
advantages  for  obtaining  an  education  were  limited; 
but  he  understood  and  practiced  the  art  of  self-cul- 
ture WMth  success.  Me  became  familiar  with  the 
English  classics.  The  seiUeniiims  purity  of  .Swilt 
was  to  him  a  delight  and  a  model.  From  Swift  he 
learned  how  to  express  his  ideas  with  vividness  and 
force.  From  the  pages  of  Junius  he  leaned  the 
art  of  binding  ideas  together  "in  close  compacted 
masses."  But  it  was  in  the  printing  office,  that 
practical  scIkh.>I  of  knowledge,  that  he  made  his 
way  to  the  highest  rank  of  a  political  JournalisL 

A  distinguished  contemporar}'  writer  of  Mr.  Oros- 
well's,  spnka  of  him  as  follows :  "  As  a  party 
political  editor  he  has  few,  if  any,  superiors  in  the 
I'nited  States.  Always  cool,  collected,  sagacious 
and  cautious,  he  .seldom,  if  ever,  allowed  himself 
to  be  guilty  of  any  indiscretions.  His  s^le  of 
writing  is  more  highly  polished  than  that  01  moat 
American  journalists;  indeed,  it  is  somewhat  re- 
markable that  a  man  educated  practical  business 
pursuits  should  acquire  so  nice  and  cultivated  Ut- 
eraty  taste,  and  a  style  of  writing  so  pkashug  and 
peispicuotts." 

Shermak  Ckoswki.i..  another  eminent  journalist 
of  Albany,  wasl)i)rn  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  May  4, 
1803.  His  fatlier.  Rev.  Harry  Croswell,  D.D., 
was  rector  of  Trinity  Church  in  New  Haven. 
Young  Croswell  was  graduated  at  Yale  College  hi 

1822.  He  stiiilied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the 
Connecticut  liar  in  1S26.  In  it<3i,  he  came  to 
.\lbany,  where  he  was  associated  with  his  cousin, 
Edwin  Croswell,  in  the  editorial  management  of  the 
Albany  Argus,  from  whldi  he  finallyieured  in  1885. 

Mr.  Croswell  became  reporter  for  the  Argus  in 
the  Assembly  in  1833,  and  for  twenty-five  succes- 
sive years,  with  the  e.xteption  of  the  session  of  1854, 
he  regularly  reported  the  proceedings  for  the  Argus, 
closing  with  the  session  of  1857,  two  years  after 
its  consolidation  with  the  Alias.  At  the  time  of 
his  retirement,  probablv,  he  had  no  superior  as  a 
reportori.ii  writer  in  tliis  niuntry. 

Mr.  Croswell  became  one  of  the  proprietors  and 
editors  of  the  ArgtUf  July  i834>  uul  io  remained 
until  January  i,  1855. 

A  distinguished  citizen  of  Albany  who  knew  him 

very  imimalely,  jiaid  the  following  tribute  to  his 
memory  at  the  time  of  his  death:  "  For  a  man  so 
widely  known,  he  was,  indeed,  known  to  few.  He 
did  not  make  many  friends,  but  the  few  he  made 
were  life>long  and  true  Eminently  courteous  in 
his  manners  to  all,  he  was  a  niTii  ^  f  reserve.  His 
confidence  was  given  slowly,  and  even  reluctantly, 
but  when  given  was  never  withdrawn  withomt  the 
strongest  cause  for  withdrawaL" 
His  poetic,  innginative  mfaid  lendeied  die  duties 

of  a  pttlitital  eilitor,  at  first,  uncongenial  to  him. 
lJut  by  determination  he  warped  his  inind  to  the 
calling  he  selected  until  he  loved  it. 

A  service  of  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century,  first  as 
an  assistant,  and  snbsequendyas  chief  editor  of  one 
of  the  most  influential  political  papers  in  this  coun- 
try, had  not  been  without  its  influence  upon  Mr. 
Croewell's  dwrader. 
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No  one  fiuniliar  only  with  the  always  vigorous 
and  sometimes  trendiant  style  of  the  Argus  of  that 
day,  would  have  suspected  that  many  of  its  most 
characteristic  articles  came  Irom  the  pen  of  a  wnter 
whose  temperament  iras  easentiaUj  a  poetic  one, 
and  whoee  feeliitn  mie  madk  mora  in  harmony 
with  whatever  is  beantifel  bi  oatOK  or  ait  than  in 
the  details  of  politica.   He  died  March  i6, 1859. 

GEORGE  DAWSON. 
The  name  of  George  Damon  ranks  high  among 

American  journalists.  I'hc  influence  wliich  the 
dail)  piess  h.is  attained  is  largely  due  to  his  pen 
and  his  vigorous  luiiid.  As  has  well  been  said:  "  He 
was  a  journalist  of  the  old  school,  wedded  to  the 
tradition  of  days  when  party  organs  were  the  lead- 
ing newspapers  of  the  country."  .Xnd  yet  such  was 
the  versatility  of  liis  talents,  that  lie  was  at  home  in 
any  lield  where  the  newspaper  existed.  He  pos- 
sessed the  sound  judgment,  the  large  circumspec- 
tion, which  enables  men  to  weigh  the  relative  vmlne 
of  either  reason  or  facts;  he  was  cautious  enough, 
and  drew  stiflidently  from  his  imagination  in  form- 
ing his  hypotheses  to  render  his  writings  attractive; 
and  be  was  not  deficient  in  the  happy  sagacity  which 
pierces  through  apparent  dissimilarity  and  ranges 
thiagt  seemingly  unlike  under  the  same  class.  In 
a  word,  he  was  an  excellent  collector  of  facts  and  a 
successful,  active  and  bold  reas'iner  upon  them. 
These  qualities  rendered  him  powerful  in  the  po- 
litical arena  and  made  ium  amoqg  the  6iit  poU> 
tictansofhistimea. 

As  a  politician  he  wu  eminently  distinguished 
for  the  two  <;reat  virtues  of  inflexible  steadiness  to 
his  principles,  and  invariable  gentleness  and  ur- 
banity in  his  manner  of  asserting  them.  Yet,  if 
occasion  required,  he  could  be  rancorous,  could 
dip  his  pen  in  gall,  or  move  it  responsive  to  the 
keenest  satire,  (he  liveliest  wit,  the  most  polished 
humor.  With  his  wit  he  could  make  any  subjeLt 
repulsive,  or  render  a  repulsive  subject  agreeable. 

In  his  writings,  whether  hterary  or  political,  all 
his  wit  was  argument,  and  each  of  hte  ddightlvl 
illustrations  a  material  step  in  his  reasonings. 

Elegant  and  graceful  as  was  his  style  of  writing, 
it  was  disliih:,'uishe.l  more  for  its  practicability  and 
its  strong  sense  than  its  beauty  and  elegance.  But 
tlie  fcraier  often  enabled  him  to  slate  a  strong  ar- 
gnment  or  a  nice  distinction  in  a  more  striking  and 
pleasing  way,  and  actually  with  greater  precision, 
than  could  have  becD  attained  by  die  severer  firnns 

of  reasoning. 

Mr.  Dawson's  pen  was  not  confined  to  pdilics 
alone;  he  reUeved  the  tedium,  the  responsibility 
and  the  aggressiveness  of  partisan  journalism  by 
the  cultivatioD  of  a  beautiM  and  enlivening  litera- 
ture. 

A  lover  of  rural  life,  the  forests,  the  stream  and 
the  lakc^  his  pen  oAen  painted  scenes  from  these 
In  Kfislike  beauty;  indeed,  we  have  sometimes 

thought  that  there  is  nothing,  even  in  the  Bucolics 
or  the  Gcorgics  of  Virgil,  or  the  enlivening  pages 
of  I  h'jmpson,  more  redolent  with  fragrance  M  the 
forest  and  the  field;  or  which  brii^  home  more 


forcibly  the  attractions  of  the  stream,  touches  more 
exquisitely  on  pastoral  liISs,  and  g^ves  the  visdsii- 

tudes  of  the  changing  year,  more  tmthhtlly  and 
graphically  than  the  })cn  of  Dauson. 

He  was  born  in  Falkirk,  .Scotland,  March  I4» 
1813.  His  father,  after  whom  ha  was  named — a 
book-binder  by  trade,  and  tite  son  of  a  gardener, 
residing  near  Edinburgh — was  for  many  years  in  the 
employ  of  the  famous  publishing  liouse  of  the  Con- 
stables, at  Edinburgh.  In  18 10,  he  married  Maiy 
Chapman,  and  soon  after  removed  to  Falkirk,  Ihie 
Urthplaoe  of  George  * 

From  his  parents  George  derived  nO  patent  of 
j>eeiage,  but  he  inherited  from  liiein  those  sterling 
qualities  of  ."xottish  character:  industr)',  intei;riiy 
and  reverence  for  God.  He  was  a  child  ot  the 
c  ovenanters.  In  1816,  tfie  father,  for  the  purpose 
of  bettering  his  fortunes,  crossed  the  Atlantic  and 
found  employment  in  the  City  of  New  York. 
Thitlier,  in  1818,  he  brought  his  wife,  with  young 
Geotgc  and  an  elder  brother,  James,  bom  in  181 1, 
and  a  younger  sister,  Ellen,  bom  in  181 5.  The 
faUier  remained  in  New  York  till  1818,  when  he 
removed  to  Toronto,  then  Little  York,  Canada, 
where  he  followed  his  occupation  six  years,  afier 
which  he  lived  in  Niagara  Countv,  and  afterwards 
in  Rochester,  in  both  places  continuing  his  occu- 
pation. In  1836,  he  removed  to  Royal  Oak,  Mich- 
igan. 

The  advantages  of  young  George  for  an  educa- 
tion were  meager;  but  his  mtellect  was  acti%'e,  and 
hesonghtand  tutained  knowledge  almost  intuitively. 
He  was  one  of  those  who  obtain  an  education  with- 
out teadwra — always  in  adiool  and  always  team- 

ing. 

W  hen  he  was  eleven  years  old,  he  was  entered  as 
an  apprentice  to  the  printing  business  in  the  office 
of  the  Ntagara  Gkmer,  where  he  remained  till 
i8t6,  «hen  his  parents  removed  to  Rochester.  At 

tliis  time  Thurlow  Weed  was  the  editor  of  the  An!i- 
Miisonic  /tti/utrt'r.     In  the  ofTice  of  that  journal 
I  young  Dawson  found  employment,  and  in  tins  way 
i  he  was  brought  in  contact  with  the  powerful  iniel- 
I  lect  and  rare  journalistic  qualities  of  its  distin- 
guished editor.    The  relations  thus  begun  were 
fortunate  for  both  pariiC:>,  and  continued  tlirough 
life;  each  ewrived  and  radiated  the  tdent  of  ttie 
other. 

Daring  his  apprenticeship,  young  Dawson's  leis- 
ure boors  were  devoted  to  his  books;  they  were  his 
companions,  the  fountain  of  his  pleasure.  He  might 

almost  have  adopted  the  language  of  HorneTooke, 
when  he  said  to  Krskine:  "If  you  had  obtained  ten 
years  of  life  for  me  in  a  dungeon,  with  my  books, 
pen  and  ink,  I  should  have  thanked  you."  He 
eagerly  read  the  translations  of  Greek  and  Roman 
history  and  literature. 

He  once  said  to  a  gentleman  in  Rochester,  now 
livii^:  "You  wonh^  perhaps,  be  astonished  at 
the  pnogKM  one  can  make  by  devoting  to  stady 
bat  one  hoar  of  each  day.  I  tned  to  average  more 
than  that  each  d.w,  taking  time  which  was  employed 
by  others  in  amusement.  In  this  way  I  made  my- 
self a  proficient  in  several  branches,  particularly  in 
belles-lettres^  history  and  political  economy." 
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It  is  impossible  to  read  either  his  political  or  lit- 
erarjr  productions  withoat  bdng  convinced  that 
diejr  are  fbe  oflspring  of  a  cultivated  and  polidied 

mind.  There  is  a  classic  e.xcenencc  alumt  thMB, 
slnnsing  that,  in  some  way,  lie  Lerlainly  attained 
scholarly  {trofundity  and  finely  bilanLcd  powers. 

iiarly  in  1830,  political  anli-inasoniy  attained  a 
stKogtn  which  enabled  it  to  contend,  ^>parently 
with  success,  for  the  supremacy  of  the  politicsU 
power  of  the  State,  and  the  project  of  starting  a 
journal  at  Albany  devoted  lo  political  anti-masonry 
was  broached.  It  was  advocated  by  such  men  as 
Fnmcis  Granger,  Abner  Hazloton,  Millard  Fill- 
more,  William  H.  Maynard,  Albert  U.  Tracy  and 
otbeia,  and  with  their  influence  the  proposed  meas- 
ure took  definite  form.  The  new  paper  was  called 
the  A&any  Evmini;  Jnurnal,  with  Thurlow  Weed  as 
its  editor.-  Acc  inlint^ly  he  removed  from  Roches- 
ter to  Albany,  and  assumed  editorial  duties  which 
have  given  his  name  to  history. 

George  l^awson  accompanied  him  and  became 
foreman  in  the  oflice  of  the  Journal,  tlic  fust  num- 
ber of  which  appeared  in  March,  183a  It  is  said 
by  those  who  knew  him  in  the  printing-office^  that 
he  was  an  aocompHahed,  pnctical  printer— at  the 
<  rise,  a  rapitl  and  correct  compositor;  as  a  fore- 
man, perlcct  in  order  and  discipline:  courteous 
and  amiable  in  his  intercourse  with  the  employees 

of  the  office.  It  was  not  long  before  be  b^an  con- 
tributing to  the  colomni  of  the  femwil,  and  his 

contributions  bore  the  impress  of  a  master  hand, 
adding  largely  to  the  ability  and  intiucnce  of  the 
paper. 

Fifty  years  afler  the  first  edition  of  the  Journal 
appeared,  it  was  said  in  an  anniversary  editorial, 
that  the  first  edition  of  the  paper  "did  not  \-ary 
materially  in  appearance  from  the  present  one. 
The  main  head-line  was  in  plain,  clean-cut  capitals 
bespeaking  the  well-defined  and  upright  purpose  of 
tlic  projectors." 

In  the  Legislative  session  of  1 83 1 ,  George  Dawson 
was  the  reporter  for  the  Evenini;  J  urnal.  His  re- 
ports were  hardly  ecpialed  for  their  freshness,  \  igor 
and  ingenuity,  and  they  brought  him  favorably  bc- 
ibre  the  public.  He  continued  as  reporter  for  the 
/mtm/ until  the  vpnug  of  1816,  when  he  was  called 
to  the  editorditp  of  Ae  Rochester  DaSy  Dmeerat, 
and  thus  he  entered  upon  his  long,  successful  and 
brilliant  editorial  career.  In  iuoliiug  over  some 
of  his  editorials  in  the  Dmocrai,  one  is  struck 
with  their  incisive  strength,  their  keen  and  subtle 
point 

As  the  editor  of  the  Democrtif  he  m.ide  himself 
a  reputation  so  extended,  that  in  August,  1839,  he 
was  called  to  take  editorial  charge  (jf  the  Detroit 
Aiotrtistr.  Before  leaving  the  £r«»o^/0«r»a/ the 
Anti-Masonic  party  had  passed  away — absorbed,  as 
some  have  said,  in  the  Whig  party— and  George 
Dawson  was  i>ue  <>:  the  fnunders  of  the  Whig  party, 
advoiatin^,'  its  llJ■.^l(  ^ls  with  his  pen  and  t>ccasion- 
ally  in  the  rostrum,  it  was  as  a  Whig  that  be  as- 
sumed  the  editorship  of  the  D«tr«U  AdvtrHs*r, 
and  it  was  largely  through  his  instrumentality  that 
Ae  State  of  Michigan  was  secured  to  the  Whig 
party. 


Very  soon  after  Mr.  Dawson  became  e<litor  of 
the  Advertistr,  he  was  appointed  State  Printer, 
vhidi  poahion  he  held  until  184  a,  when  the  office 
of  the  Diiih  Adverliser  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
About  that  time  he  received  a  flattering  invitation 
lo  resume  the  editorial  chair  of  the  Rochcs/cr  Daily 
Dmocrai,  which  he  accepted.  His  return  to 
Rochester  was  attended  with  many  pileasingdrcnm- 
stances.  Complimentar)'  notices  of  his  return 
appeared  in  all  the  Rochester  papers,  and  also  in 
very  many  of  the  leading  journals  in  and  out  of  the 
State;  while  the  journals  of  Detroit  and  in  other 
parts  of  Michigan  contained  sincere  and  pleasingly- 
worded  regrets  at  the  lose  of  "a  joumaUst  so  dis- 
tinguished; one  whoee  aUlftiea  and  rare  aodal 
qualities  had  made  him  hosts  of  IHenda  intheStHe 

of  Michigan." 

Karlv  in  the  summer  of  1846,  Mr.  Dawson  wa« 
uigentiy  solicited  by  Mr.  Weed  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  aseodate  editor  of  the  ABmiyBienmg  jow- 

nal.  Hut  Mr.  Dawson  had  become  attached  to 
Rochester  atid  Western  New  York  by  many  strong 
affinities,  many  pleasing  associations.  In  the  soci- 
ety of  Rochester  he  was  a  favorite.  Besides,  the 
beautiiul  hdces  and  bright  streams  of  Western  New 
York  and  Northern  Penn.sylvania  afforded  him  fa- 
cilities for  enjoying  the  favorite  pastime  of  an 
angler.  He  would  often  leave  the  sanctum  and 
aedt  the  waters  of  lake  or  stream,  and, 

"  Under  an  oak,  whow  antione  roots  peeped  out 
I'pan  the  brook  th.it  br.-iwl3  alont;  inc  wood," 

spend  many  hours  in  quiet  happiness.  He,  there- 
lore,  reflected  long  and  seriously  before  sundering 
these  pleasant  associations.  Bat  at  length,  in 
Atignst^  1846,  yieldmg  to  repeated  aolidtatioii%  be 
returned  to  Albany,  and  entered  upon  his  dntiea  aa 
associate  editor  of  the  Evening  Journal. 

During  the  whole  of  Mr.  Weed's  atlministration, 
the  Journal  was  omnipotent  with  its  parly.  It  gave 
the  wotd  of  command  and  the  lesser  organs  made 
haste  to  regard  its  behest  The  orders  which  all 
obeyed,  came  from  the  capital.  The  Journal 
sjKike  with  authority.  It  dictated  party  policies, 
controlled  appointments,  and  marshal(Kl  all  the 
forces  of  political  campaigns.  In  the  management 
of  the  £ipung  Journal^  Mr.  Daws<^n  shared  with  hi* 
senior  the  enjoyment  of  die  "  power  bdiind  the 
throne:"  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  hisp!an.s, 
proved  an  able  lieutenant  in  his  political  encoun- 
ters, and  fully  indorsed  his  political  and  journalistic 
views.  In  1863,  Mr.  Weed  retired  from  the  editor- 
ship of  the  Journal,  and  Mr.  Dawson  became  die 
s?nior  editor  and  proprietor.  He  continued  to  fill 
this  position  till  1877,  with  llie  e.\ee[)lion  of  a  short 
time  in  1871,  when  the  late  George  W.  Demers  oc- 
cupied the  editorial  chair.  In  1877  he  aold  his 
interest  in  the  JImnud  to  Mr.  Charles  E.  Staiith, 
now  editor  of  the  Philadelphia  Press.  After  that 
lime  Mr.  Dawson  did  only  occasional  work  on  the 
paper  until  February,  idSo,  when  Mr.  Smith  re- 
tired from  the  editorship  on  account  of  his  course 
in  indorsing  Governor  Girnell's  nomination  of 

{ohn  F.  Sm}'th  as  Superintendent  of  the  Insurance 
)epartmeni,  which  was  disapproved  by  the  con- 
trolling partnoi.  At  the  leanest  of  the  proprie- 
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tors  of  the  paper,  Mr.  Dawson  temporarily  re- 
Mmed  the  editorship,  and  did  some  of  the  best 
work  of  hia  life  in  the  remarkably  Utter  fight  waged 
against  Mr.  Smjth's  confirmation,  and  subse- 
quently against  "machine"  dictation,  unit  rule 
and  the  bosses.  His  pen  was  also  especially  pun- 
gent and  forceful  in  the  senatorial  contest  which 
resulted  in  the  retirement  of  CK-SeiMtor  Roscoe 
Conkling  to  private  life. 

Mr.  Dawson  retired  finally  from  the  editorial 
work  on  Xhc  Journal,  September  2,  1882,  and  was 
succeeded  by  Mr.  Harold  Frederick.  His  valedic- 
tory, published  in  the  Journal,  was  an  ably  written 
pioductioo,  dhibiiing  the  elastic  vigor  of  hia  in- 
tellect and  tfie  stre^fth  of  hb  memory.  The 

pathus  with  which  he  refers  to  old  associations, 
with  its  brief  but  touching  reminiscences,  gained 
it  universal  admiration. 

In  1861,  Mr.  Dawson,  without  adiciiation  on  hia 
part,  was  appointed  postmaster  at  Albany.  He 
held  the  office  six  years,  when  he  resigned,  heinfr 
unwilling  to  continue  under  President  Johnson's 
adminiatranon,  which  he  opposed  'I  his,  we  be- 
Ueve^  ia  the  only  civil  office  he  ever  held.  Though 
ahondantly  able  to  have  filled  a  prominent  place 
anmni;  tlic  distinguished  politicians  of  his  day,  he 
had  litile  fondness  for  olficial  life,  and  could  not 
consent,  for  the  sake  uf  personal  interest  or  official 

advancement  to  resort  to  the  wearisome  corre- 
spondence wlith  local  great  men,  and  to  those  plati- 
tudes necessary,  at  the  present  d:iy,  to  attain  the 
rewards  of  party  labor.  Adioit  and  keenly  saga- 
cious as  a  jjarty  manager,  he  never  turned  to  his 
own  advantage  topics  which  happened,  for  the  mo- 
ment, to  attract  public  attention.  He  never  fished 
"widl  ever  freshly-baited  hookintfaetOtbid  watei* 
of  an  ephemeral  popularity." 

In  a  word,  George  Dawson  was  in  no  sense  a 
demagogue.  In  his  political  career  there  was 
no  amde  of  SeUsbneaS.  Had  he  been  willing  to 
purchase  advancement  at  the  price  often  paid 
for  it,  there  was  never  a  moment  from  the  time 
he  first  made  himself  fell  and  known,  thai  he 
could  not  have  commanded  alnitwt  anything  which 
his  part)  could  bestow.  But,  as  we  have  said, 
he  desired  none  of  the  rewards  or  honoia  of  pai^ 
success.  Peiaonally,  he  regarded  office  as  a  bni^ 
den,  an  obstacle  to  the  enjoyment  of  his  tastes. 
It  was  said  of  Mr.  Dawson  tliat  "  his  vigorous  in- 
tellect— shrewd,  far-sighted  and  resUess — impelled 
by  well-balanced  instincts  of  policy  and  aggressive- 
ness, famished  with  all  ttiat  general  knowledge 
which  the  newspaper  man  must  necessai-il}  ac  quire, 
lacked  that  breadth  of  classic  information,  that 
oUholicity  of  tastes  and  sympathies,  which  are  de- 
manded tOHday  in  the  avttage  leader  writer."  We 
do  not  believe  Mr.  Dawson  lacked  breaddi  of  daa- 
sic  inf  irmation,  or  that  catholicity  of  taste  required 
by  an  editor  of  the  present  time.  We  have  already 
seen  how  ardently  in  his  youth  he  devoted  himself 
to  solitary  study,  and  how  he  familiarized  himself 
with  the  chaacs.  The  felicitous  dassical  quota- 
tions with  which  his  writings  abound,  exhibit  the 
result  of  his  studies.  His  fondness  for  books 
dmn^  his  whole  life  was  a  striking  cbanctttisdc; 


'  the  heart  of  his  home  was  his  library.  Hither  he 
retreated  from  the  cares  and  labors  of  his  business 
to  discourse  with  the  great  spirits  of  other  times* 
yielding  with  unfailing  deligfat  to  the  lofty  stimulus 
of  great  minds,  communing  with  them  as  widi 
familiar  friends.  We  believe  ;h  1:  most  of  his 
leaders  rank  in  ability,  in  argumentative  and 
aaalylic  power  with  ihoae  of  any  ooolemponqr 
journal 

We  close  what  we  have  to  say  in  regard  to  Mr, 
Dawson  as  a  political  writer,  in  the  language  of  an- 
other. "  He  was  a  man  of  magnificent  pluck.  He 
loved  thrust,  parry  and  leloct  of  newspaper  battle. 
In  eveiy  encounter  he  was  cool,  confident,  mi^, 
sometimes  audackraa.  He  s|»ed  the  weak  point  m 
his  antagonist's  derenM:>  aiiJ  made  his  lunge  instan- 
taneous with  the  disc  try.  George  Dawton's  last 
great  feat  in  journalism  was  an  aasMiIt  Oil  Roacoe 
Conkling;  indubitabjy  the  moat  severs^  Minted, 
and  serious  attack  to  which  Mr.  Conkling  haa  ever 
been  exposed." 

We  have  thus  far  reviewed  the  life  and  career  of 
Mr.  Dawson  as  a  political  journalist  and  party 
leader.  Politics,  though  thqr  make  the  intellect 
active,  sagacious  and  Inventtve,  within  a  certain 

sphere,  generally  extinguish  its  thir-t  for  universal 
truth,  paralyze  seniinieni  and  iiiKigiii.it:i >n,  corrupt 
simplicity  of  mind,  destroy  confidenee  in  human 
virtue^  and  finally  ends  in  cold  and  prudent  selfish- 
neas,  if  not  in  that  InabKeiity  wfaia  amounts  to 
turpitude.  Dawson,  however,  passed  through 
I  all  this  with  the  ardor  of  moral  feeling  and  the 
purity  and  enthusiasm  of  his  youth  uncontaminated. 
May  we  not  say  he  was  exalted  by  bis  trial?  It 
now  remains  to  consider  briefly  another  piiaae  of 
his  life. 

As  a  writer,  Mr.  Dawson  devoted  his  pen  con- 
siderably to  literature.  His  powers  of  description, 
1  {larticularly  those  of  stream,  lake  and  forest,  have 
already  been  referred  t  i,  as  also  his  love  of  an- 
gling. His  description  of  the  manner  in  which  be 
indulged  this  love,  portrayed  in  his  admirable 
work,  entitled  '  The  Pleasures  of  .\ngling, "  is  in- 
tensely interesting — an  excellent  model  of  angling 
literature — the  finished  work  of  a  mature  man  and 
gracefal  writer,  natural  and  unaffected  in  aiyk^  and 
nimftal  of  aauiments  which  are  shared  by  all 
gemitaa  fcHoWtnor  the  craft. 

Ho  loved  angling  for  its  refining  influences  and 
for  ita  aaaOC^rtMM;  he  indulged  in  it  as  a  medi- 
cine, aa  a  better  preventive  than  cure;  he  loved  tt 
with  unselfish  devotion  and  courtesy.    "  I  have," 
he  says,  in  one  of  his  cssa\s  on  angling,  "often 
to  assure  my  critical  and  incredulous  friends  that 
it  is  by  no  means  all  of  fishing  to  fish.   The  appre- 
ciative angler,  who  haa  inhnited  or  acquired  the 
true  spirit  of  the  art,  is  not  akme  happy  while  ply- 
ing his  vocation,  but  hapjiy  ako  in  the  recollection 
!  of  what  hiis  been  and  the  antic  ipation  of  w  hat  is  to 
be.  To  him,  memory  and  hope  are  equally  satisfy- 
ing, the  one  luminous  with  the  sunshine  of  the  re- 
cent past,  and  die  odier  all  aglow  with  die  assured 
'  cheer  of  the  near  future.    Nor  Is  the  pleasure  de- 
1  rived  from  a  review  of  the  last  outing,  wholly  or 
I  chiefly  aaaociaifid  with  its  material  resoha.  'Out- 
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ing '  and  '  itriking '  and  '  killing '  belong  to  the  mere 
ntechaniim  of  tfae  ait  Its  real  findmiiion  lies  in 
what  one  aees  and  feeb  in  notnitain  and  valley; 

in  riwand  lake;  in  sunshine  and  shadow;  in  the 
exhilarating  atmosphere  and  delcctabie  odors  of 
the  virgin  forests;  in  the  music  of  singing  birds 
and  in  the  aootfaiog  monotone  of  ranning  waters; 
hi  the  qniet  and  repoee  best  found  in  the  uoWvaxy 
places  wlicre  anplers  most  do  congregate.  It 
strikes  inc  like  the  sound  ui  a  trumpet  to  remem- 
ber my  fights  with  three-pound  trout,  five-pound 
baas,  or  thirtjr-poond  salmon^  bat  I  find  intenser 
acatasir  when  I  recall  the  dreamstancea  and  aor- 
roundings  of  these  material  exiieri'inc^  The 
transparent  !)rcH)k,  whose  ripples  were  rcn  lLyi  d  as 
dazzling  as  molten  silver  hy  sun^dine  f^lints  whiLli 
fell  upon  them  through  the  ever-waving  branches 
of  the  pine,  or  birch,  or  hemlock  which  over-arched 
it  like  a  benediction;  the  pellucid  waters  of 
river  or  lake,  whose  unruffled  surface  trembled  as 
the  fly  an<l  leader  touched  its  bosom;  the  deep 
pool,  cast  into  deeper  shadow  by  the  giant  bould- 
ers, near  whidl  tfae  lordly  salmon  raXs  on  his  up- 
ward journey;  and  a  thousand  other  things  of 
beauty  which  fill  the  eye  and  ravish  the  senses 
while  walduiiig  and  waiting  and  caating  for  a 
♦rise.' 

"These  arc  the  pictures  noet  distinctly  photo- 
graphed apoD  the  nMiiioijr  of  the  appieciative 
angler,  and  which  come  up  most  vivialy  before 

him  when  he  looks  back  on  what  has  been." 

What  a  vivid  picture  this]  Can  tiic  pencil's 
mimic  skiQ,  in  the  hand  of  the  moat  accomplished 
artiat,  throw  more  ezqoisite  coloring,  nuMe  natural 
light  and  shade  blended  in  a  more  entrancing 
scene?  Has  not  the  mind  that  can  thus  describe 
nature  j>enetrated  those  secret  recesses  of  the  soul 
where  poetry  is  born  and  nourished  ? 

We  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Dawson  ever  wrote 
poetry,  bat  he  had  an  imagination  which  might 
ha\e  made  him  a  poet  had  he  indulged  it.  lie  be- 
lieved that  the  poetic  fictions  of  great  imcllccts  arc 
often  the  vehicles  of  the  subliniest  M-rities;  that 
even  when  the  letter  is  fiftlse  the  spirit  is  the  pro- 
foondest  wiadom ;  and  he  enlivened  his  writings 
with  extracts  from  poets  bearing  the  seal  of  genius, 
inspiration,  learning  and  taste. 

In  1876,  he  published  his  book  alreadfallnded  to. 

This  work  was  first  published  in  ak^diea  in  the 
EvemHg  Journal,  at  long  intervals,  daring  the  three 
yean  antedating  its  appearance.  They  were  eagerly 
read,  and  added  largely  to  the  circulation  of  the 
paper.  When  the  work  appeared  it  was  immensely 
popular,  not  only  with  the  lovers  of  angling,  but 
bj  all  lovers  of  true  literary  merit,  and  still  contin- 
ues to  be  a  fiurorite  worli  with  the  reading  poUic 

Said  one  of  Ms  friends,  a  ddlghtltti  wrilw  and 
critic:  "Mr.  Dawson  wielded  a  trencbantpen ;  when 
he  turned  from  the  ctmlbct  of  parties  to  the  praise 
of  bia&vorite  |>astime  '  of  simple  wise  men  ;'  his 
esMja,  limpid  as  the  crystal  stream,  are  aglow  with 
the  90ft  summer  sonli^  and  melodious  with  the 
song  of  birds.  When  angling  was  the  theme,  he 
wrote  from  a  full  heart  and  closest  sympathy.  The 
eflect  of  his  vritingi  ii^  thetefore,  iiui^[ica).  Ulw , 


that  of  the  mimic  players  in  Xenophon's  Memo- 
rabilia. He  who  reads,  if  he  be  an  angler,  must  go 
a  fishing;  and  if  be  be  not,  straightway  then  he  most 
become  one." 

This  is  the  feeling  which  the  reading  of  his 
"  Pleasures  of  Angling  "  inspires.  It  is  descriptive 
of  his  fishing  adventures  in  the  waters  of  ihe  Caa- 
capedia,  the  St  Lawrence,  in  Canadian  streams, 

and  in  the  liome  of  the  finny  tribes  ofr  iir  own 
Slate  and  PeJiiibylvania.  lie  introduces  the  reader 
to  his  dclighilul  Iriends  and  associates  in  these  ex- 
cursions^ and,  finally,  ere  he  is  aware,  the  reader 
himsdf  is  one  of  the  party  engaged  in  die  exdting 
and  pleasurable  scenes. 

The  characteristics  of  Mr.  Dawson  which  secured 
respect  and  affection  are  not  difficult  to  depict;  for, 
with  the  qualities  which  made  him  eminent,  there 
were  Mended  aimplid^  and  artlessneas  open  to 
every  eye  He  poaaesaed  excellences  which,  at 
first,  seemed  to  repel  each  other,  as  his  political 
aggressiveness,  thbugh  in  truth  they  were  of  one 
genial  family.  In  the  i>olitical  contest  he  was 
aggressive,  triumphant  over  fear,  gathering  strength 
and  animation  as  the  conflict  deepened,  bound 
closer  to  duty  as  its  hardships  and  the  difficulties 
that  surrounded  it  increa.sed;  yet,  at  the  same  time,  he 
was  a  child  in  simplicity,  innocence  and  benignity. 

He  was  singularly  alive  to  the  domestic  affec- 
tions. In  the  bosom  of  bia  fomiiy  he  exhibited  the 
deep  sympathies  snd  affections  of  his  nature.  His 
home  w.as  pervaded  by  his  love  as  by  the  sunlight, 
and  very  much  of  his  life  was  centered  there.  But 
tlie  peculiar  charm,  over  all,  lay  in  the  junction  of 
inteilecUial  power  with  religious  and  moral  worth; 
his  honor  was  superior  to  ever)-  temptation  by 
which  the  world  could  .assail  him. 

No  one  who  ever  met  Mr.  Dawson  in  the  so- 
cial circle  can  easily  forget  the  attraction  of  his 
manner  and  conversation,  for  be  possessed  the 
power  of  communicating  with  ease  and  intereat 
the  riches  of  his  mind.  He  carried  into  society  a 
clieerlulness  and  sunshine  of  soul  wliich,  without 

effort,  won  the  hearts  of  thosc  In  his  piesenoe  to  a 

singular  degree. 

Mr.  Dawaon  was  one  who  may  well  be  called  a 
Christian  gentleman.  As  early  as  1831,  in  the  early 
dawn  of  his  manhood,  he  united  with  the  Baptist 
C  hurch  at  Rochester,  and  his  connection  w  ith  that 
denomination  continued  to  the  day  of  his  death. 

On  coming  to  reside  permanently  at  Albany,  he 
attended  the  North  Pearl  Street  Baptist  Church, 
which  then  stood  on  the  site  of  Perry  Building. 
The  North  Pearl  Street  Mission  had  l)een  estab- 
lished at  this  time,  under  the  auspices  oi  this 
church,  on  North  Pearl  street,  above  Wilson,  and 
nearly  in  the  rear  of  Mr.  Dawson's  residence  on 
Ten  woeck  street  He  devoted  himself  to  the 
care  of  this  mission,  bcc  in-it  it^  superintendent,  and 
through  his  efforts  it  w.istiiially  incorporated  under 
the  name  of  the  Tabernacle  Baptist  Church,  with 
the  Rev.  J.  D.  Fulton,  pastor,  on  October  29, 1859. 
After  that  time  Mr.  tiawson's  efforts  to  build  np 
and  add  to  the  new  church  were  iinswervin;:.  The 
new  church  thrived  and  increased  in  membership 

10  such  an  esieot  that  a  move  pretentious  edifice 


Diyiii^ed  by  Google 


884 


UISTORr  OF  THE  OOUHTr  OF  ALBANY. 


became  necflmry.  A  fine  site  on  the  comer  of 
Clinton  avenne  and  Ten  Hroeck  street  was  par> 
chased.    It  cost  $20,000;  and  with  $54,000  aiddi* 

tional  the  buililini^  was  l  nstriic'.til.  On  February 
14,  1877,  it  was  formally  dtxlicatetl  ami  occupied. 

During  the  work  of  building,  Mr.  Dawson  spent 
much  of  his  tine  in  aaperintending  it  How  much 
of  his  means  were  contributed  will  donbtlest  never 
be  known,  as  he  was  as  unostcntui  us  as  he  was 
liberal  in  his  benefactions.  It  is  known,  however, 
that  his  contributions  were  very  large. 

His  seal  in  the  caitte  of  the  Church  did  not  end 
widi  die  completfon  of  the  Tabeinacle  Baptist 
Church.  There  wtS established,  in  North  Albany, 
a  Mission  .School,  under  the  auspices  of  liie  l  ubcr- 
nacle  Church.  To  the  promotion  of  this  enterprise, 
,  Mr.  Dawson  bent  bis  efforts.  Every  Sunday  he 
was  feoiid  attending  to  his  duty  there,  discussing 
doctrine  to  the  yoothfnl  and  old  alike,  and  edu- 
cating them  in  the  knowledge  of  religion.  As  a 
lay  jireachcr  he  w  as  w  ithout  a  peer.  His  vigorous 
and  timely  discourses  will  long  be  remembered  by 
the  attea<nnts  of  this  mission. 

The  various  pastors  of  the  Tabernacle  Church 
always  found  in  him  a  zealous  supporter;  and  the 
congregation  and  Sondaf^cliool  a  di^tsRsted 
friend. 

In  June,  1 834,  Mr.  Dawson  was  united  by  mar- 
riage to  Miss  jNancj  VL  Tenell,  a  nadw  oif  Tol- 
land, Conn.   His  mairied  life  was  fertanate  and 

happy  ;  his  home,  as  before  said,  the  center  of 
happiness,  of  reiinement  and  comfort.  Three  sons 
were  bom  to  the  manfaifs :  the  first  died  in  in- 
fancy; die  second,  Geoige  &  Dawson,  imbaed  with 
a  patriotic  spirit,  entered  the  serrice  of  bis  conntry 
in  the  darkc>t  days  of  the  lebcllion,  and  gave  his 
life  to  the  cause  for  which  he  left  his  home  ami  all 
its  attiacdons.  For  him,  in  recognition  of  his 
valor  and  patiiotiam,  the  well-known  George  S. 
Dawson  Post  of  die  G.  A.  R.,  of  Albanr,  was 
named.  The  other  SOn,  BttRitt  &»  wifh  MfS^ 
Dawson,  still  survives. 

After  retiring  from  active  life,  Mr.  Dawson  gave 
more  of  bis  time  to  his  favorite  pastime  of  angling, 
to  occasional  contribndons  to  the  press,  to  works 
of  charity  and  benevolence,  and  to  the  society  of 
his  cherished  friends.  And  thus  the  afternoon 
sun  of  what  we  may  truly  c.ill  his  lu  aiitifid  life, 
gradually  descended  toward  the  ni^lit.  But  that 
n^btdrew  on  much  sooner  than  his  robust  and 
apparently  bealtbv  condition  indicated,  closing 
after  an  illness  of  less  than  a  week.  He  died  Feb- 
ruary 17,  I'^^j,  at  the  age  of  seventy  years. 

The  death  of  such  a  man,  as  might  be  expected, 
produced  a  profound  sensation.  Seldom  has  the 
death  of  any  one  in  this  State  called  forth  more 
general  expressions  of  sorrow  (him  die  press  dian 
tlic  i!rath  of  Mr.  Daws  en.  The  popular  favor 
which  he  enjoyed  in  such  unmeasured  profusion, 
was  indicaiM  in  many  wa^  Every  debtee  of 
talent,  of  doqnenoe,  of  leanun^  and  erf*  distinction 
laid  npon  his  ft«sh  made  tomb,  green  and  fiagrant 
garlands. 

The  editorial  fraternity  of  the  city  met,  and  a 
ro"Tn*'lt*  of  one  from  each  newa|nper  iqwescDl* 


ed,  was  .appointed  to  prepare  an  expression  of  the 
collected  sense  of  the  profession  on  the  career  md 
character  of  Mr.  Dawson.    This  committee  was 

composed  of  St  Clair  McKelway,  Argus ;  T.  C. 
Calhcot,  Times ;  J.  C.  Cuyler,  Express ;  Harold 
Frederick,  Journal;  H.  M.  Rooker,  Press  and 
Knickeriocitr  i  R.  M.  Griffin,  Posi  ;  Edward  Mig- 
gael,  Fhtt  Bbetler;  Wm.  Ktasdburgh.  Trey  Hanes,- 
John  A.  Place.  Osivego  Times;  Wm.  H.  McElroy, 
Xtw  Vork  Tribune.  At  ia.30  on  the  day  of  the 
funeral,  the  representatives  of  the  Albany  press, 
and  those  from  odier  perls  of  the  State,  met  at  the 
City  Hall,  and  from  mere  moved  in  a  body  to  the 
Tabernacle  Baptist  Church,  where  the  funeral  took 
place.  During  the  services  many  of  the  prominent 
places  of  bmineas  were  closed  and  flags  were  at 
half-mast. 

Among  the  many  tiibntes  of  respect  paid  to  the 

nieni'iry  of  Mr.  Dawson,  was  one — the  act  of 
private  Iriciulship — so  touchingly  appropriate  and 
beautiful,  that  wc  cannot  refrain  from  describingk; 
and  with  this  we  close  our  notice. 

In  the  southwest  comer  of  the  Tabernacle  Bap- 
tist Church,  .\lbany,  there  was  erected  on  January 
3,  1885,  a  handsomely  proportioned,  highly-pol- 
ished granite  triile^  beaihig  the  faUosring  inachp- 
tion: 

<;korub  Dawson. 

Born  Martk  I4,  18:3. 
Dirii  Ffhruary    17.  ife}. 
iiis  renown  as  a  Juurnalist,  Author  and  Party  Ixadcr; 
His  eminence  a.s  a  citizen  anri  state<>m«n; 

His  life  of  probity  and  »pintual  cievatioii, 
COMDMSded  the  admiration  of  all  wlw  valne 
gootincM  and  greatness. 
Hit  labor  and  munifioence  in  ill  aUblishment 
and  maintenance  oideaicd  hin  to  tlurchurch, 
in  wUch  h«  fflasmtad  dw  aohiliijr  of  an 
eiaksd  ChfMisa  laswliooil. 
FrifalB  aJfcdiaD  ptod  tUs  lafalst  lo  coancsHnld 
Us  vlitacs  and  worth. 

This  chaste^  endnring  and  eloquent  memorial  of 
Mr.  Dawson  wa.s  erectMl  by  Hon.  Haaoillon  Hap* 

ris,  a  long  cherished  friend. 

HiTGH  J.  Hastikus  was  born  in  the  North  of  Ire- 
land, August  so^  i8so^  and  came  to  this  country 
when  eight  yean  of  age,  accompanied  by  his 
mother,  brothers  and  sisters,  his  fother  having 

prt-ceiled  them.  The  family  st  ttitil  m  .Mliany. 
There  were  eight  children,  Hugh  being  next  to 
the  eldest.  He  began  work  at  an  cariy  «ge^  and 
helped  sapport  his  paicntt  and  the  yovnger  chil- 
dren. Htt  iint  labors  were  as  an  errand  boy  in 
a  dry  goods  sI'kc  in  William  street,  Xcv  \\.ik. 
This  kind  of  wotk,  however,  was  unsaiistattory  to 
the  ambitious  boy,  who  longed  for  a  chance  to 
better  his  condition.  He  was  a  great  reader,  and 
managed,  by  utilizing  his  spare  time,  to  acquire 
much  p'.  lu  lal  information. 

His  i.u>tcb  led  to  writing  for  the  news-jiapers,  and, 
being  encouraged  by  the  succtss  of  his  first  at* 
tempts,  be  resolved  to  make  newspaper  writing  his 
bnsiness.    He  was  first  a  reporter  on  the  Albamy 

Ex'cnin^  foumal.  In  1S40  he  as^ittiied  t!te  piiM:- 
caliun  oi' a  Whig  campaign  paper  called  the  L'nion, 

At  die  close  of  die  cmwms  he  bectaeanponer 
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on  the  Albany  AttUf  and  made  quite  a  hit  by  the 
crispy  livd/  iiuuiBer  in  which  h«  wrote  op  local 
items.   But  the  meanne  of  Mi  amMtion  wai  not 

to  t>c  filled  in  tliis  way.  He  Ionised  in  hnvc  a 
newsj>a{>er  of  his  own,  and  he  resolved  to  have  one. 
With  a  capital  of  only  $7.50,  he  founded  the 
A9m^  Kntdterbodttr  in  1843,  a  daily  paper,  which 
grew  to  be  very  valuable  property  and  an  able  and 
influential  journal. 

Mr.  Hastings  also  took  an  active  part  in  politico. 
His  natural  talents  lay  in  that  direction,  and  he 
entered  into  the  field  of  politictU  diacossion  with  a 
vlgw  that  was  the  result  of  a  Hvely  Inborn  interest 
in  the  subject.  He  was  for  "Tippecanoe  and 
Tyler  too,"  before  he  was  able  to  vote.  He  ad- 
mired Clay,  and  was  a  great  friend  of  General 
Taylor,  who,  when  be  became  President,  made 
Mr.  Hsstings  ColkelOTof  the  Port  of  Albaihr.  He 
resigned  this  position  when  President  Fulmoie 
assumed  office. 

In  1867,  he  determinctl  to  einliark  in  inctro]Kiii- 
tan  journalism,  and  purchased  a  controlling  inter- 
eat  W  the  NmaTMt  Ommtrckd  AivtrHstr^  of  which 
be  was  editor  and  proprietor  at  the  time  of  his 
death.  Mr.  Hastings  was  passionately  fond  of  his 
newspaper  work,  but  was  preparing  to  leave  the 
active  conduct  of  the  paper  to  his  nephew,  John 
Hastings,  and  the  publicaiion  entirely  to  his  son- 
in-bw,  Mr.  Ward.  In  1843,  he  married  Miss 
Mary  Keeler,  daughter  of  Mr.  Henry  Keeler,  of 
Albany.  The  firuits  of  this  marriage  were  four  chil- 
dren, three  daughters  and  one  son.  One  daughter 
was  married  to  Dr.  Hnijr,  and  another  to  Mr. 
Ward,  the  baaanesi  manager  of  the  Commercial  Ad- 
verHaer.  Mr.  Hastfain  «ed  in  Ae  Qtjr  of  New 
York,  September,  1883,  after  a  life  that  made  a 
mark 

Hon.  DANIEL  MANNING. 

Hon.  Dahiii.  Miunnirowas  bora  in  Albany,  Au- 
gust 16,  1831.  He  was  of  sturdy  parentage,  which, 
in  its  ancestral  lines,  ran  into  Irish,  English,  and 
Dutch  sources,  combining  the  main  stocks  which 
have  settled  Albany,  and  impressed  upon  its  life 
and  growth  Its  staid  qualities  whh  its  progressive 
movement.  From  earliest  boyhood  he  felt  the 
desire  and  formed  the  [jurpose  of  selt-helix  While 
at  school,  the  disposition  to  be  doing  w.i-s  dominant 
in  him.  It  was  his  conviction,  before  be  could 
shape  it  into  sutement,  that  he  could  unite  the  gel- 
ting  of  an  education  with  the  work  of  supporting 
himself  He  resisted  the  policy  of  confining  him- 
self to  the  routiMc  of  schooling  for  a  set  number  of 
years  lyeforc  he  attacked  industry  itself.  So,  as  soon 
as  he  accjuired  the  rudiments  of  learning,  he  ob- 
tained, at  eleven  years  of  age,  a  situation  as  boy-of- 
all-work  in  the  office  of  the  Albany  Atlas,  which 
was  subsequently  merged  into  the  Argus,  with 
which  establishment  he  has  ever  since  t>ecn  con- 
nected, rising  thtOMg^  vntj  stage  of  service  to  the 
presidency  or  tlie  company  and  the  ezecutiTe  pio- 
prletofshipi  In  this  adherence  to  one  vocation  in 
one  establishment,  the  qualities  of  attachment,  per- 
sistence and  appUcatioi^  kit  which  be  is  rightly 
noted,  ave  oemplified. 


Manyaiv  the  idations  and  responsibilities  grow- 
ing out  of  his  connection  with  the  Argtu,  but  they 
all  radiate  from  it;  and  the  jouraal  and  his  own 

personality  have  had  a  marked  reciprocal  influence 
upon  one  another.  The  three-fold  Ibrm  of  news- 
paper work  is  apparent  It  comptisw  printing 
literary  work,  and  businem  management,  to  each 
of  which  Mr.  Manning  served  a  long  tutelage,  and 
in  each  of  which  he  mastered  the  nrt  From  one 
to  the  other  he  graduated  in  due  course.  Overall 
of  them  he  qualified  himself  to  exercise  supervision. 
By  thorough  knowledge  of  the  details  of  each 
branch,  he  became  able  to  manage  them  slmid- 
taneously  in  their  affiliated  bearings,  however  largu 
or  iiowever  minute.  His  life  li;is  been  spent  in  the 
city  of  his  birth.  His  associates  have  been  those 
who  were  the  companions  of  his  youth.  His 
poUtlcal  ophiions  hxn  ham  in  harmony  with  tlie 
journal  which  he  has  promoted.  The  position  of 
that  journal  in  the  politics  of  the  State,  and  the 
nation,  has  required  him  to  scrutiiii/e  and  weigh 
the  large  responsibiUties  which,  in  time,  he  has  had 
to  wield  and  temper  in  its  name. 

Journalism  is  becoming  the  educating  force  of 
the  people  who  have  to  do  with  it  Most  of  all,  is 
it  an  educating  force  to  those  who,  from  boyhood 
to  mature  manhood,  have  had  to  do  with  it  in  ail 
its  trinity  of  activity.  Mr.  Manning's  career,  passed 
at  the  center  of  political  competition  of  the  Empire 
Slate,  has  partaken  of  the  administration  of  succes- 
sive (iov  cniors  and  the  course  of  successive  I>;gisla- 
lures.  It  has  brought  him  into  relations  of  con- 
fidence and  co-operation  with  many  able  minds. 
It  has  tested  the  qualities  by  which  influence  is 
wrought  or  wrecked.  It  has  been  a  school  of 
faculty  and  character,  conceivably  second  to  none 
other  m  American  affairs.  It  can  be  advisedly  said 
that  Mr.  Manning's  discharge  of  every  trust  in  this 
relation  has  earned  him  promotion  to  one  beyond 
it,  until  he  reached  the  summit  of  opportunity  and 
power  in  the  field  in  which  he  worked.  From  the 
time  of  his  identification  with  the  news  and  editorial 
work  of  the  Argus,  his  relation  was  a  most  con- 
fidential one.  lie  represented  the  paper  in  the 
legislature,  in  winch  it  lias  always  iMen  recognized 
as  the  monitor  and  exponent  of  one  of  the  great 
coiiicnding  parties.  Its  duty  was  to  organize,  lead, 
reflect,  and  restrain  its  paity  liinili'lt;  and  to  ex- 
ample the  press  of  its  party  in  the  State  always;  and 
oftm  in  the  nation.  Prevision,  steadiness,  sagacity, 
and  honor  were  demanded.  The  vigilance  and 
power  of  great  antai^onists  had  to  be  challenged. 
The  irresponsible  fieed<im  of  remote  journalism 
was  impossible.  In  this  work,  Mr.  Manning  was 
the  assistant  of  Calvert  Comst«>dt,  the  partner  of 
William  Cassidy;  and  he  became  the  successor  of 
both.  He  never  affected  their  ornament  of  method; 
but  his  tempering  iliou.^lit,  worldly  wisdom,  ever 
sedate  judgment,  imperturbable  repose,  and  far- 
reaching  sight,  were  helpful  to  their  briUiant  |iow> 
era  of  statement;  and  h^  share  in  their  saccesMS 
and  reputation  is  no  small  one. 

No  public  mail  of  either  party  in  State  service  at 
Albany  fur  yairs  past,  has  failed  to  feel  tlic  govern- 
inar  stienath  of  Mr.  Maonlmr's  mind  on  the  Imriwr 
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and  larger  interests  of  (Xtlitics.  He  grew  to  his 
influence  by  long  and  legitimate  preparation.  On 
the  death  of  Mr.  Cassiiiy,  in  1873,  Mr.  Manning 
took  full  charge  of  the  Argus  and  became  president 
of  the  company.  Smce  then,  his  political  life  has 
been  one  ■  if  unsuu^'lit  prominence  and  inniiencc 
within  the  party  in  the  Slate,  and,  latterly,  thruugh- 
oot  tibe  Union.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Demo- 
cratic State  Conventkn  wbidi  mot  at  SjnaaiM  in 
1874,  and  nominated  Govenior  Tlldoi,  and  of 
every  Democratic  Slate  Convention  dtuinc;  the 
succeeding  ten  years.  He  has  been  a  member  of 
die  Democratic  State  Committee  since  1876,  and 
vat  its  Secretary  in  1879  and  1880,  and  its  Chair- 
man in  1881,  1882,  1883,  and  1884.  In  1876,  he 
was  one  of  the  sevenly-lwo  delegates  from  New 
York  to  the  National  Convention  at  Si.  Louis, 
which  nominated  Governor  Tiiden  for  the  presi- 
dency. H«  was  a  member  of  the  New  York  dele- 
gation to  tlie  National  Convention  at  Cincinnati, 
which  nomin;ife<l  Genend  Hancock,  in  iSSo,  and  [ 
was  unanimously  chosen  its  chairman,  liis  part  j 
in  the  presidential  contest  of  1884  luis  jtassed  into 
bistorr.  Nothing  tliat  could  be  said  in  these  pages 
wonld  add  to  its  repute.  Comment  on  his  abiu^ 
as  an  organizer,  his  knowledge  of  men  and  meas- 
ures, and  his  skill  in  reconciling  conflicting  in-  j 
teresls,  would  be  forceless  side  by  side  with  a  state-  > 
ment  of  the  results  of  their  influence  upon  the  | 
political  history  of  tbo  period.  Avoiding  serious 
collision  with  the  opponents  of  Mr.  Cleveland  at 
the  Democratic  State  Convention  at  Saratoga,  by  his 
tact  and  ingenuity.  Mr.  Manning  was  instrumental 
in  securing  a  two-thirds  majority  of  the  State  dele- 
gation for  the  nomination  of  his  candidate. 

At  the  Qkicatgo  Conveatioiij  he  imaaimoiMdy 
chosen  Chainnan  of  4te  New  Yorit  Delqratioa. 
From  the  first  he  was  implicitly  trusted  by  his  own 
delegation;  and,  from  early  in  the  deliberations  of 
tlie  Convention,  by  tiie  Qeveland  delegates  from 
all  parts  of  the  Union.  Exbibitiniflr  laie  tact  in 
faandling  uuestions  as  the7»  arose,  ne  met  emer- 
gencies with  admirable  insipbt  and  promptitude, 
and  accomplished  the  notnination  ol  Mr.  Cleveland 
in  a  manner  which  won  the  approval  of  the 
ooontiy  at  laige.  But  with  that  great  task  achiev- 
ed, the  worit  Mr.  Manning  had  m  hand,  both  as 
Chairman  of  the  State  ("Minniittec  and  as  Governor 
Cleveland's  chosen  Irii-nii  tmd  adviser,  was  (jnly 
begun.  There  followed  a  c.imp.iii;n  memorable 
for  its  conflicting  elements,  and  marred  by  fac- 
tional animosities  and  bitter  personalities  hitherto 
unknown.  The  herculean  task  was  before  the 
managers  of  the  Democratic  party  of  healing,  or 
at  least  checking,  its  internal  dissensions  in  New 
York.  Upon  Mr.  Manning,  in  great  measure, 
devolved  fliis  iqtpaiently  impoisible  work.  Har- 
mony was  measurably  secured  upon  national  iasoei^ 
thus  assuring  the  success  of  the  party  in  the  State 
and  the  casting'  of  New  York's  decisive  electoral 
vote  for  Cleveland  and  Hendricks.  The  same 
courageous  and  cjuiet  digni^  that  marked  Mr. 
Manning's  condua  during  the  cam|M%i^  and  with 
which  be  had  mat  dw  iiwoe  lactici  m  the  Iwoes 
•imjFed  agaiaat  Mr.  Cleveland,  chaiacterind  his 


Wi  irk  during  the  trying  per!.. !  succeeding  the  elec- 
lioi»,  when  desperate  opponents  were  clamorously 
charging  fraud  upon  ihe  Democratic  management, 
and  ebbing  the  election  of  Mr.  Blaine  with  a 
persistent  plausibility  that  for  a  time  deceived  more 
than  half  the  country. 

Much  of  the  aggressive  work  the  Slate  Democ- 
racy has  accomplished  within  the  Ust  twelve  JwatB 
has  been  shaped  by  Mr.  Manning's  inflaawe  vpoB 
its  organization  and  policy.  To  tiie  dntiei  before 
exercised  by  Dean  Richmond,  and  then  by  Samuel 
J.  Tiiden,  in  the  leadership  of  leaders,  Mr.  Man- 
ning has  socoeeded,  and  has  impressed  on  the  pOiil> 
tion  his  owb  methods  and  qualities.  TbsM  cobih 
prise  a  conlident  rdiance  on  principle,  and  on  the 
public  capacity  and  disposition  to  rc-pt>n  1  toil;  a 
making  of  issues  broad,  shar))  and  commanding; 
a  policy  of  campaigning  marked  by  candor,  evi- 
dence and  aggression;  a  calculation' of  the  people 
as  the  decisivie  bctor.  His  trost  in  the  honeaty  and 
intelligent  self  interest  of  the  ma.s.ses  is  marked. 
His  perceptions  are  intellectual,  his  tactics  arc 
ethical;  his  consciousness  that  neither  political 
party  is  as  good  as  it  ought  to  be,  leads  him  to 
strive  to  make  the  one  with  which  he  acts  better. 
His  relations  with  the  statesmen  of  his  party  have 
long  been  intimate,  and  the  best  of  them  are  his 
personal  friends.  Never  relishing,  and  reluctantly 
accepting,  political  responsibilities,  Mr.  Manning 
would  now  retire  from  them  altogether,  and  would 
have  done  so  long  since  had  he  been  permitted  to 
act  upon  his  own  choice.  Never  consenting  to 
hold  political  place,  though  often  urij;ed  to  do  so, 
his  political  stewardship  has  been  marked  by  prin- 
ciple, by  high  honor,  courage  and  nnselfishnesa. 
The  ptacing  of  a  great  party  in  a  poation  to  de- 
serve and  to  adiieve  soooes^  is  tolnm  fu-  matt 
important  than  any  personal  credit  that  he  nay 
derive  from  it. 

In  the  affairs  of  his  native  city,  no  man  has  at- 
tained to  greater  inflnence  than  Mr.  Mannipg,  yet 
no  one  has  more  stnrdily  refesed  to  identify  himself 
with  official  jxisition.  He  has  ret  oirnized  a  -iole 
duty  in  adminislering  unselfishly  and  uniiamftcredly 
the  great  public  journalistic  and  unoflicial  political 
trusts  wUch  have  been  his.  Uis  bntinras  gifis 
have,  however,  not  permitted  him  to  devote  ^msi 
exclusively  to  the  work  of  publishing.  He  has 
long  been  a  Director  (or  the  City  in  the  Albany  and 
Suscjuehanna  Railway  Company.  From  1S69  to 
1883,  when  be  resigned,  he  was  a  Director  in  the 
National  Savings  Bank  of  Albany.  In  1873  he 
became  a  Director  in  the  National  Commercial 
Bank  of  Albany;  in  1881  he  was  chosen  its  Vice- 
President;  and  upon  the  death  of  Robert  H.  Truyn, 
in  1882,  he  succeeded  to  the  presidency.  Hebe- 
came  a  Park  Commissioner  of  tlie  City  in  1875, 
and  resigned  the  charge  in  1 884 ;  and  is  one  of  tbs 
trustees  of  the  Fort  Orange  Qub. 

M.uried  ;  1  Miss  Mary  Little,  a  lady  of  English 
parentage,  he  suffered  her  loss  by  death  in  i88a. 
'I'wt)  sons  and  two  daughters  are  the  crown  of  this 
union.  Uis  sons  are  James  Hilton  and  Frederick 
CUnton  lisnnfaig;  the  finaer  bsing  managing 
editor  of  tiie  AJSkvi^Jb^s^ .  In  NownlM^  iSSv 
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Mr.   Manning  muried  Miss  Muy  Mu]g;atett» 

Fryer,  daughter  of  William  J.  Fr)'er,  of  Albany. 
His  brother,  John  B.  Manning,  was  elected  Mayor 
of  huffalo  as  the  successor  of  Grover  Cleveland, 
now  President  of  the  United  States.  A  life  of  be- 
neficent activity,  coltnred  bjr  infonniilf  studies, 
ballasted  with  many  responribilities,  tempered  by 
intercourse  and  friendship  with  able  and  iilii»trious 
men,  and  inspired  by  a  high  and  practical  sense  of 
honor  an(!  duly,  has  been  that  of  Daniel  Man- 
ning, ii  stiU  in  the  prime  of  hit  fiiculties,  has, 
it  is  hoped,  manv  yean  of  honor  and  usefulneu 
before  him,  in  which  his  past  would  be  a  proof  of 
his  probity  and  power.  And  it  is  an  excellent  at- 
testation of  the  possibilities  and  product  of  what 
is  beM  in  American  cbamcter,  by  aelP-beli),  under 
American  instttntiom; 

Mr.  Mannhig:  now  fills  the  distinguished  po- 
sition of  Serretary  nf  the  Treasury  in  the  cabinet 
of  President  Grover  Cleveland,  the  duties  of  which 
he  is  believed  to  be  dischaiginj;  with  characteristic 
independence,  industry  Mid  eneigjr,  end  with  due 
fealty  to  party  and  coantiy  as  he  regaidi  his  obtt> 
pations  to  l)oth.  He  entered  upon  the  dutict  of 
this  appointment  March  4,  18S5. 

JOEL  MUNSELL 

Joel  Munseli.  was  born  in  Northfield,  Mass., 
April  14,  1808.  His  {larents  were  Hezekiali  and 
Cynthia  (Payne)  Murisell,  who  came  from  Hart- 
ford, Cl,  to  Northfield.  Here  young  Munsell 
qient  the  first  seventeen  yean  of  bis  tile  in  boyish 
ipoita^  in  the  schools  of  the  town,  and  in  working 
wiUi  bis  father  at  the  trade  of  a  wheelwright  At  the 
age  of  17,  in  1825,  he  a  regular  apprentice  in 
the  prinling-office  of  the  Franklin  Post  and  Chris- 
tum Freeman,  publisheil  in  the  near  village  of 
Greenfield.  December,  i8a6,  found  him  still  "at 
the  case,"  but  at  another  office  in  the  same  village. 
John  Denio,  his  next  empli>yer,  took  him  to  Al- 
bany, the  next  May,  as  his  clerk  in  a  bookstore, 
fint  be  in»  a  printer,  and  prefemd  tUs  art.  After 
•  month  on  the  NaiiimiU  Oiaerver,  pabliihed  by 
Solomon  Southwick,  be  vas,  about  the  ist  of  Jan- 
uary, 1828,  a  journeyman  printer,  two  days  in  the 
week,  on  tlie  Masonic  Record;  helping  Mr.  Denio 
in  his  bookstore  at  spare  moments;  and  printing, 
editing  publishing,  and  distributing  from  door  to 
door  hia  own  paper,  the  Alhany  Mmena,  He 
issued  eight  numbers.  Much  of  his  time  was  now 
spent  in  reading,  studying,  and  making  collections 
ol  ji.ipers  and  binding  them.  His  employment  for 
a  second  tim^  for  a  few  months,  in  Mr.  Denio's 
bookstore,  and  in  job  worit  and  jonme3rman  work 
<iti  \  .uious  ncwspap>er^,  as  he  was  needed,  occupied 
hun  quite  busily  for  nearly  a  year  and  a  half,  end- 
ing June,  1829.  From  this  date  until  his  return 
to  Albany,  January  4,  1830,  he  was  visiting  friends 
in  Northfield  and  seeking  a  ioumejrmah's  work  in 
Hartford  and  New  Haven.  Having  no  steady  em- 
piojTnent  at  his  trade,  he  gave  his  spare  hours  in 
.\ew  Ha\en  to  attending  lectures  and  reading  use- 
ful works  in  science  and  literature.  In  Albany 
again,  he  apc&tn  few  moie  yean  in  iriqgular  em- 


ployment as  a  printer.    But  like  many  other 

printers,  whose  lives  have  become  eminently  useful 
and  successful,  his  simple  habits  of  economy  and 
constant  devotion  to  gaining  valuable  knowledge 
did  not  forsake  him. 

In  18341  be  was  associated  with  Henry  D.  Stone, 
for  two  or  three  years,  in  the  successful  publication 
of  the  Microscope.  From  his  savings  he  purchased 
material  in  Octnlier,  1836,  anil  set  up  a  job  prin:- 
ing-office  for  himself  at  58  State  street.  Here  his 
skdl  and  industry  found  appreciation.  In  these 
respects  he  had  no  superior.  "Joel  Munsell,  the 
Albany  printer,"  from  this  time  forth  made  himself 
more  fully  known  is  the  master  of  his  art,  xs  the 
enterprising  publisher,  the  faithful  annoiater  and 
compiler,  and  the  generous  friend  of  students  and 
writers  in  genealogy,  local  history,  and  anitqnttiesi 
A  list  of  fabdcs  and  pamphlets  of  diis  kind  from  his 
press  makes  a  volume.  \\'e  can  name  but  few  here. 
His  volumes  arc  seen  and  his  imprint  known 
wherever  books  are  read  by  intelligent  studt'nts  ot 
American  history  and  genealogy.  The  first  work 
compiled  and  pnbKsbed  by  him  was  called  "Out- 
lines of  the  History  of  Printing. "  in  1839. 

Albany  owes  him  much  for  work  done  upon  its 
local  history.  His  "Annals  of  Albany, "  in  10 
volumes,  lamo,  were  begun  in  1849  and  finished 
in  1859.  "  Collections  on  the  HislOTy  of  Albany," 
in  4  volumes,  royal  8vO|^  were  issued  between  1865 
and  1 87 1.  They  embody  a  mass  of  matter  relat- 
ing to  tht:  earliurand  later  hisl< ny  of  .Mbany,  which, 
with  the  help  of  indexes,  is  exceedingly  valuable 
for  reference.  Their  preparation  abows  fondness  for 
work,  patient  industr}',  great  courage,  and  consci- 
entious fidelity.  He  was  much  aided  in  some 
parts  of  the  work  by  Professor  J.  ij.ithan  IVarsijn, 
of  Union  College,  and  others.  He  must  have 
spent  imtold  hours  among  old  records,  old  news- 
papers, and  old  tombstones,  to  have  amaswd  sndi 
an  amount  of  unassorted  material. 

.\nuther  monument  of  his  industry  is  found  in 
' '  The  Every  Day  Book  of  History  and  Chronol- 
o^,"  compiled  by  him  and  pwlisbed  In  two 
volumes,  ismo,  in  1843. 

"  Webster's  Annual  Almanac,"  started  by  Charies 
R.  Webster  in  1784,  had  been  prepared  and  issued 
by  Mr.  Munsell  since  1843;  and  is  now  continued 
by  his  youngest  son,  Fmnk.  Some  volumes  of  the 
Albany  Directonr  wen  pnpnnd  and  pubJisbed 
by  Mr.  Munsell.  "Joel  Mnnsell's  Sons,^  Onrim 
and  Frank,  are  still  catiyhig  on  his  worit  as  printer 
at  82  State  street 

In  the  field  of  local  journalism,  Mr.  Munsell, 
besides  o^n  Albany  Mmerva,  publiriied  in  1840^ 
a  daily  campaign  paper,  edited  by  Hon.  Danid  D. 
Barnard;  in  1S42,  The  Livh's  Maf^azine,  edited  by 
K.  G.  .'-(juier;  alsn.  The  Ntir them  Slar  and Freemon  s 
Athocale.  in  1S44;  Z';.' .SyVf/ti/or,  edited  by  Rev.  Dr. 
W.  B.  Spraguc,  in  1845;  The  Guard,  an  Odd  Fel- 
lows' paper,  edited  by  C.  C.  Burr  and  John  Fanner; 
also,  at  various  times.  The  Neiv  York  Stale  Aff 
chanie.  The  Unionist,  The  State  Register,  The  lypO' 
i;)\!phn  ,11  Miscellany,  Thi'  .^Wr  Tork  Teacher,  The 
MorntHg  Express,  and  The  DaUy  StakmcM.  Some 
of  these  weie  purify  edited  by  Un,  and  contribo-. 
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tioDs  from  bis  pem,  on  nattus  of  local  impoitancc^ 
were  frequent 

Ten  volumes  of  valii.il  lr  historical  matter  were 
ianed  by  him,  in  limited  cditujns,  with  excellent 
paper,  4to  size,  and  faultless  typography.  They 
were  called  "Hunaell's  Historical  Series,"  and 
published,  as  were  his  "Historical  Collections," 
and  many  other  volumes,  at  a  j)ecuniary  loss.  He 
scarcely  ever  refused  to  put  in  print  a  valuable 
manuscript,  becauae  "it  wouldn't  pay."  His  un- 
selfish seal  fior  the  pieaervattoo  of  historic  trath  led 
hhn  to  Ibrget  the  qnesrion,  *'Is  there  money  in 
it?" 

Mr.  Munsell  took  great  interest  in  that  valuable 
quarterly,  now  in  the  forty-first  year  of  its  publicu- 
tioD,  called  the  Nm  EmgUmd  Misime-Chn€ttk!giail 
Rigitkr^  of  Boston,  which  he  pabHdied  for  Uiree 
years. 

He  was  one  of  tlic  original  founders  and  cunstaiit 
members  of  the  Albany  Institute,  and  published  its 
Transactions  and  Proceedings.  For  Ibny  years,  up 
to  his  desth,  he  was  its  treasarer. 

For  forty-three  years  lie  was  a  rdthful  supporter 
of  the  Lutheran  Church  in  this  city,  and  one  of  its 
tjustees  for  over  twenty  years.  Many  historical, 
genealogical,  and  antiquarian  societies  showed 
thdr  apprectetioii  of  bia  gnat  life  wwk  by  decting 
him  an  honorary  member. 

He  died  after  a  brief  illness,  January  15,  1880. 
He  had  worn  himself  out.  His  funeral  was 
largely  attended  by  the  members  of  the  press,  the 
Albany  Institute,  the  Lnthenn  Church,  and  many 
dtisens,  who  sincerely  mourned  the  loss  of  a  most 
useful  roan.  All  who  knew  him  esteemed  him 
highly. 

He  was  small  in  stature.  In  expression  he  was 
nmanycbeerfol;  his  features,  in  his  later  years,  told 
of  thooghtfolcaie  and  hard  work.  In  oonveiaatioa 
he  was  often  jocose  and  faoetiooa  In  manner  he 
was  quiet  and  unobtrusive,  but  always  easily  ap- 

Sroacbed.  His  portrait,  appropriately  inserted  in 
I  cariy  iNigesb  iUmtrates  this  work. 

One  of  the  most  distingaished  diaiacten  in  the 

hIstOfy  of  journalism  of  Albany  County,  is  Solo.vos 
SOUTHWICK.  Nut  only  was  he  conspicuous  as  a 
journalist,  but  his  influence  as  a  politician  was,  at 
one  time^  almost  unboundedf  approximating  that 
of  more  modem  political  leaden. 

Mr.  Southwick  was  bom  in  Ncw{K>rf.  R.  I., 
Detcniber  25,  1773.  His  father  was  early  identi- 
fied with  the  struggle  for  American  independence. 
He  was  a  printer,  and  editor  of  the  Nti^ort  Mer- 
cury, a  journal  heartily  committed  to  the  cause  of 
independence.  His  patriotism  drew  upon  him  the 
hatred  of  the  Tories,  and  cost  him  a  hard-earned 
Ibrtune,  compelling  his  son  to  begin  life  in  a  bit* 
ter  struggle  with  poverty. 

After  engaging  in  several  humble  eniplojrmenti^ 
voong  Southwick  drifted  to  New  York  City,  where 
he  apprenticed  himself  in  a  printing  establidiment 
1°hc-  Alkim  Register  then  COOdoCled  by  hiS 
brother-in-law,  John  Barber. 

After  remaining  in  New  Yolk  a  litde  over  a  year, 
yooqg  Southwick  went  to  Albany  as  an  assistant  in 


the  office  of  Mr.  Barber.  His  ability  and  industry 
very  soon  made  him  Mr.  Barber's  partner. 

On  the  death  of  Mr.  B.irber  in  iScS,  Mr.  South- 
wick succeeded  to  his  interest  in  the  paper.  His 
talents,  energy  and  ambition  soon  placed  him  at 
the  head  of  the  Democratic  party,  of  which  the 
Register  was  the  organ  and  champion. 

He  conliinicd  in  cliar^-e  of  the  Rfi^'islt-r  fur  many 
years,  during  which  time  he  successively  held  the 
position  of  Clerk  of  the  Assembly,  Clerk  of  the 
Senate,  Sheriff  of  the  County.  Manager  of  the  State 
Utemture  Lottery,  State  Printer,  Regent  of  the  Uni- 
versity, and  Postmaster  of  Albany.  After  the  dis- 
continuance of  the  Register,  be  established  and  con- 
ducted an  agricultmaf  paper  called  the  Plougkboy, 
first,  under  the  anonymous  designation  of  H«niy 
Homespun,  Jr.,  and  subsequently  in  hfeownname. 
At  about  the  same  period,  he  became  editor  of  the 
C/nistiitn  I'i^ilanl,  a  periodical  dcvolcd  to  the  inter- 
ests of  religion  and  morality,  and  to  the  refutation 
of  infidel  principles.  Subsequently  be  assumed 
editorial  caaige  of  the  NaHomat  Democrat,  during 
which  time  be  presented  himself  to  the  electors  of 
the  State  as  a  candidate  for  Governor,  in  opjxjsition 
to  the  rr^'ularly  nominated  candidate  of  the  Demo- 
cratic party,  Joseph  C  Yates.  During  the  preva- 
lence of  the  anti-masonIc  excitement,  he  estabi  ished, 
and  for  several  years  conducted,  the  NoHomal  Oi- 
server,  a  prominent  organ  of  anti-masonry,  and 
was  st>on  after  n  iininated  as  candidate  of  that  party 
for  the  chief  magistracy,  in  opposition  to  Martin 
Van  Buren  and  Smith  Thompson. 

Failing  of  success,  and  disgusted  with  the  mani- 
fold vexations  of  political  strife,  he  withdrew  from 
the  turhii'ent  arena  of  public  life,  and  sought  in  ihe 
congenial  atmosphere  of  the  domestic  and  social 
circle  that  happiness  and  peace  of  mind  which  he 
had  felled  to  enerienoe  in  the  restless  caieer  of 
pergonal  and  political  ambidon. 

The  remainder  of  his  life  w.is  devoted  to  .stmly. 
to  his  family  fireside,  ami  t  >  the  dissemination  of 
religious,  moral,  and  inti     1  i  1  vl  truth. 

From  1831  to  1837,  he  delivered  a  coune 
lectures  on  the  Bible;  another  on  Temperance;  and 
another  on  Self-Education,  which  were  much  ad- 
mired.    He  published  the  ' '  Letters  of  a  Layman  '* 
under  the  signature  of  Sherlock. 

This  publication  was  followed  by  "  Five  Letters 
to  Young  Men,  by  An  Old  Man  ofSiity.'' 

For  the  lust  two  years  of  his  life  he  conducted 
the  edituria'i  ilepartment  of  the  Family  Xru  spaper, 
published  by  his  son,  Alfred  Southwick. 

On  tiie  1 8th  of  November,  1839,  while  returning 
with  Mrs.  Southwick  from  a  social  visit  at  tlie 
house  of  a  friend,  he  was  attacked  by  an  affection 
of  the  heart,  which  terminated  fatally.  His  age  was 
si.xty-six. 

Few  men  ever  experienced  more  vicissitudes  of 
iwtune  than  Mr.  Southwick.  He  was  a  self-made 
man,  owing  all  his  knowledge  and  mental  culture^ 
his  success  and  distinction  in  life,  to  his  own  ex- 
ertions.     He  loved  to  encourage  the  laboring 

'  classes,  the  }'OUng,  the  obscure  and  friendless;  to 
teach  them  the  knowledge  of  their  power  and  to 

i  aid  the  advancement  of  their  personal  and  pecuni- 
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arjr  interestSb    His  addreas  at  the  opening  of  the 

Apprentices'  Librarj'  in  Albany  was  an  earnest,  im- 
passioned and  eloquent  appeal  in  belialf  of  the 
young  mechanic. 

A  few  months  previous  to  his  death,  he  projected 
the  establishment  of  a  literary  and  scientific  insti- 
tute in  this  city,  to  be  placed  under  his  personal 
control  and  supervision,  for  the  purpose  of  aflord- 
ing  the  requisite  facilities  \o  young  men  dcairous 
of  pursuing  a  course  of  self- education. 

In  person,  Mr.  SoutlllHdc  was  somewhat  under 
the  medium  size,  with  a  coantfeBUMO  Ml  of  be- 
nignity, and  expreasive  of  an  enfhofltastic,  ardent 
and  sanguine  temperament.  An  itisiclious  disease, 
the  result  of  sedentary  and  studious  habits,  had  un- 
dermined his  health  and  dqpHved  the  evening  of 
his  life  of  that  full  enjojnnent  which  he  might 
otfaerwiie  have  enjoyed. 

LUTHER  TUCKER. 

LiTTHKa  TucxEK  was  bom  in  Btandoo,  Ver- 
mont, May  7,  i8oa.   The  death  of  bismodier, 

which  followe<l  almost  immediately,  broke  up  (he 
family — ills  flitlier  ami  the  older  chddrcn  shortly 
afterward  joining  the  tide  of  migration  to  which 
VennoDt  has  always  furnished  so  laige  an  annjr  of 
racniits,  while  the  subject  of  this  notice  was 
adopted  in  the  house  where  he  had  been  cared  for 
in  the  hours  of  moilicrless  infancy.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  he  was  apprenticed  to  'rminthy  C  Strong, 
a  printer,  of  Middlebury,  encountering,  in  connec- 
tion with  the  instruction  be  KCdved,  the  rough 
&re  and  hard  work  that  were  natural  enough  at 
the  time,  but  very  different  from  the  customs  of  the 
present  Mr.  Strong  removed  to  Palmyia,  N.  V., 
in  1817,  taking  the  young  apprentice  with  him; 
bat  the  connection  between  them  ended  two 
years  later,  before  the  expiimtioo  of  the  term  of 
apprenticeship.  Mr.  Tucker  thus  entered  upon  the 
prosecution  of  his  craft  as  a  journeyman  somewhat 
prematurely,  making  his  way,  with  inter\als  of 
work  at  various  intermediate  points,  toward  his  old 
fiioids  in  Vennont,  wlu>m  and  for  his  native 
hills,  then,  as  through  all  sobaeqaent  changes,  he 
!  iitertained  the  warmest  affection.  A  tour  of  work, 
on  which  he  soon  set  out,  carried  liiin,  in  the 
course  of  the  five  succeeding  years,  to  \'arious 

Kints  in  the  north  and  east,  and  to  Philadelphia, 
Itimore,  Wadiington,  and  New  York.  In 
the  spring  of  1825,  he  entered  into  partnership,  at 
Jamaica,  Long  Island,  witli  Mr.  Ilcnry  C.  Sleight, 
whose  business  was  chiefly  the  publication  of 
Standard  works  for  New  York  houses.  Some  vol- 
umes, now  in  possession  of  liis  sons,  bearing  the 
imprint  of  Slc-ght  ft  Tucker,  cliicfljr  English  re- 
prints of  a  mural  or  theological  kind,  are  Strikingly 
characteristic  of  the  condition  of  Amerii  an  publish- 
ing at  the  time;  but,  in  fireedom  irom  typographical 
errors  and  esodienoe  of  press-work,  they  suffer 
nothing  in  comparison  with  the  larger  and  more 
hurried  editions  of  the  present  generation. 

In  his  travels  as  a  i"iiriie}  m  sn.  Mr,  Tucker  had 
passed  through  Rochester  in  1833,  and  witnessed 
the  fast  crosnnf  on  the  nqtiedttct  over  die  Gcne- 
ir 


see,  of  the  Erie  Ctoal;  and,  though  the  {dace  was 

then  little  more  than  a  village,  he  was  struck  with 
its  evident  capacities  for  future  growth  and  pros- 
perity. 

And  when  he  began  to  look  for  a  wider 
field  than  that  afforded  at  Jamaica,  Rochesler  was 
the  point  that  occurred  to  bim.  Encouraged  by 
his  partner,  who  aided  him  with  capital  as  well  as 
with  advice,  at  the  age  of  twenty  four  he  turned 
his  steps  thitherward,  and,  entirely  unknown  among 
its  people,  began  the  publication  of  the  RtdUikr 
Daily  AAierHstr — ^ilae  fint  daity  newspaper  to 
spring  into  enslence  west  of  Ae  City  of  Albany, 
in  the  boundless  and  then  undevelupci!  territory 
that  extends  to  the  Pacific.  Its  initial  number  ap- 
peared October  37,  i8s6,  and,  as  we  learn  fiom  oon- 
temporary  notices^  at  once  attracted  attention  as  • 
showing  the  remarkable  progress  of  tlie  place. 
In  referring  to  its  establishment,  the  New  York 
£i)e«M»^ /'oj/ of  October  3 1 ,  1826,  said:  "Nothing 
can  show,  in  a  more  striking  point  of  view,  the 
rapid  increaae  of  our  population  and  internal  com- 
merce, than  the  Act  that  Rodicster,  which  within 
a  few  \eats  was  a  wilderness,  is  now  enabled,  by 
the  number  of  its  inhabitants  and  the  activity  of  its 
trade,  to  support  a  daily  paper. " 

This  enterprise^  in  proportion  to  the  business 
transactioasotdie  day,  and  the  simpler  casloms  of 
a  young  and  still  struggling  Western  town,  was  a 
success.  But  we  have  been  already  too  long  in 
tracing  the  stc[)s  by  which  Mr.  Tucker  reached 
what  became  the  all-absorbing  work  of  his  life,  to 
allude  even  briefly  to  his  associates,  or  to  the  part 
he  took  in  the  active  and  often  heated  political  dis- 
cussions of  a  peculiarly  exciting  period.  Wher- 
ever he  had  traveled  he  had  been  struck  with  the 
backwardness  of  our  agriculture;  the  lack  of  inter- 
communication among  our  farmers;  the  tendencies 
of  all-prevailing  practice  towards  the  deterioration 
of  the  soil;  the  almost  universal  absence  of  agri- 
cultural reading.  I  lis  taste  was  strongly  for  farm- 
ing, and  other  business  be  regarded  as  simply  the 
resource  from  which  lie  hoped  to  buy  and  cultivate 
land  of  his  own, . without  mdebtedncas  toothas» 
and  with  reasonable  provision  in  case  of  bad  sea- 
sons and  slow  returns. 

From  this  ambition,  and  his  very  considerable  op- 
portunities of  observation  among  Airmers  in  widely 
scattered  localities,  arose  the  establishment  of  the 
Gmesee  Farmr,  January  i,  1831,  white  still 
lishing  the  i?(7;7»' -fr/rtr/wcr.  Mr.  Tucker's  aim  in 
a  paper  for  the  practical  benefit  of  farmers,  was  to 
provide  them  with  a  means  of  communication 
touching  the  details  of  their  experience  and  modes 
of  practice  and  to  bring  their  eiample^  so  to  speak, 
within  the  personal  knowledge  of  his  readers,  look- 
ing to  what  had  been  acccimplished,  or  was  actu- 
ally going  on  among  the  most  intelligent  and 
enterprising,  for  guidance  as  to  what  might  or 
shoold  be  done,  rather  than  to  scientific  investiga- 
tion or  the  theories  of  the  closet  It  maj  not  be 
too  much  to  claim  that  the  Genesee  Farmer,  though 
preceded  in  date  of  issue  by  a  few  other  agr  icultural 
journals  here  or  in  Great  Britain,  was  the  first  to  be- 
gin from  this  end.  Its  diaihiion  rapidly  increased. 
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and  this  notwithstanding  the  establishment  of  the 
OtMsatar  at  Albany  by  Judge  Bod,  noder  the  aus- 
pices of  fbe  Slate  Agncaltnnl  Society,  in  1834, 
when  some  falling  off  mijjht  li.ue  been  t-'xpected 
from  the  division  of  the  tield  with  a  rival  so  able 
and  iaflaentia];  and  it  was  somewhat  to  Mr.  Tuck- 
er's eoipriae^  on  the  uakm  of  the  two  jonrna]% 
some  yean  later,  to  ascertain  that  tfie  drcalation  of 
his  own  was  much  the  larger  of  the  two. 

Having;  at  last  attained  what  was  tn  have  been 
hisgreat  object,  the  purchase  of  a  farm  near  Roches- 
ter,  the  daihr  paper  vas  sold  ia  1839.  It  sttU  exists 
as  one  of  Ae  mding  and  most  poptilar  joamals  of 
Western  New  York,  under  the  name  of  the  Roches- 
ter Union  and  Advertiser,  Farming  and  the 
publication  of  the  Farmer  were  to  be  the  sole  ub- 
'  jects  of  the  future,  fiut  before  a  atn^  season  had 
passed.  Judge  Bae1%  death  left  the  QtUha/or  with- 
out a  head,  and  a  proposition  was  r]\,\i[r  to  Mr. 
Tucker  for  the  combmation  of  the  two  jiapers,  that 
seemed  in  many  respects  so  advantageous,  that  the 
Sum  «as  sold,  and  the  number  for  January,  1840* 
was  pubttAcd  fimn  Albany  and  bore  the  titie  of  the 
Cii/ti7<iti)r :  a  consolidation  of  Buel s  Cull{i\}tor  and  the 
Genesee  Farmer.  A  New  Genesee  Farmer  subse- 
quently led  a  brief  and  flickering  existence,  and 
after  the  second  part  of  the  QiUoalai'a  title  had 
been  dropped  ss  too  cmnbersome,  other  Qtimtt 
Farmers  came  into  fitful  being— the  last  calling  it- 
self "the  oldest  pajwr."  because  of  its  borrowed 
titie  an  attempt  at  api>ropriatiiig  a  hisloiy  ss  well 
at  a  name  of  which  there  have  been  many  other 
specimens  in  onr  periodical  Kteiature,  but  about 
which  Mr.  Tucker  may,  perhaps,  haTS  been  aica^ 
able  in  feeling  somewhat  sensitive. 

In  respect  to  the  details  by  which  Mr.  Tttdter 
was  led  into  his  life-work,  we  have  spoken  more 
fiilly,  becaose  no  notice  would  be  fitthig,  as  it 
seems,  without  at  least  an  outline  r,f  those  prelim- 
inar)-  steps  by  which,  and  tiirough  whicii,  it  came 
about  that  all  the  efforts  he  CMM  pat  forth  were 
thereafter  devoted  to  the  Game  of  agricidtare. 
Withottt  the  genius  for  manipniatioa,  which  seems 
to  be  essential  in  the  political  managers  of  the 
present  day,  it  is  possible  that  witii  ail  his  energy, 
jodgment  and  industry,  he  might  not  have  attain- 
ed, by  oontinoiag  in  the  political  field,  the  leading 
rank  among  those  who  have  die  credit  of  making 
or  unmaking  aspirants  for  public  positions.  With 
the  same  qualities,  coupled  with  an  admirable  appre- 
ciation of  the  real  wants  of  the  community,  sgricul- 
tiual  or  edocadonal — bat  witiboat  tnining  in  that 
administrative  capacity  whidi  consfsis  so  largely  in 
the  selection  and  employment  of  deputies  by  whom 
all  details  can  be  wrought  out  under  general  guid- 
ance and  superviMon— for  a  longtbM  be  teMdned 
in  his  own  bands  and  under  his  own  ejw  every  de- 
partment business  and  editorial,  and  never  felt 
quite  satisfied  when  anything  that  could  possibly 
be  <ione  by  himself  was  left  to  another.  The  un« 
tiring  work  he  thus  assumed  was  often  6r  too 
much  for  the  individual  energies  of  an^  one,  bat 
with  heart  and  sonl  fully  engrossed  in  its  accom- 
plishment, he  escaped  from  serious  results  until  the 
confinement  to  labor  began  to  tell,  and  be  fielt 


more  and  nuMC^  with  tlie  eoftdiling  lisat  of  eadi 
successive  summer,  that  some  measnre  of  respite 

was  absointely  essential.    For  a  number  of  yean 

prior  to  his  death,  he  had  been  forced  from  con- 
stant application,  by  absolute  inability  to  continue 
it,  and  a  large  pact  of  his  Isst  summer  he  spent  in 
freedom  fraB  care  at  variow  Ksoils.  Bntassoon 
ss  he  was  at  liome,  he  was  only  contented  with  a 
terlain  measare  of  the  office  work;  and  it  may  be 
truly  said  of  him,  if  the  saying  is  anywhere  strictly 
correct,  that  "he  died  in  the  harness."  In  the 
wandering  of  his  mmd,  after  fever  liad  set  in,  lie 
urged  diat  manuscripts  slionld  be  sent  hnn  for 
scrutiny  before  publication,  specifying  some  that  he 
remembered  as  coming  in  before  he  left  the  ofiice; 
and,  recollecting  that  the  State  Agricultural  Soci- 
etT  was  abottt  to  hold  its  annual  meeting,  iw  ms 
full  of  anxiety  lest  his  illness  might  prevent  his  son's 
attendance,  and  eager  to  be  up  and  at  his  desk  for 
work.  Hut  his  work  was  over.  He  died  Sunday, 
January  26,  1873.  He  had  been  at  the  office  on 
the  14th  foe  several  how%  although  not  very  well 
or  strong,  and  00  the  morning  or  the  15^1  fimnd 
himself  too  ill  to  leave  his  bed.  Intlammatioai  of 
the  lungs  followed,  attended  at  the  last  by  defective 
and  insular  action  of  the  heart,  and  when  the  fever 
left  him  hia  strength  gmduaUy  ftuled,  until  he  eor 
tered  into  the  rest  of  the  unending  Sabbath  beyond 
the  grave.  With  his  native  predispositi  on  for  agri- 
cultural pursuits,  it  had  been  his  task  for  many 
long  years  to  weigh  the  merits  of  discussion  after 
discussion  and  question  after  qnesiioi^  eadeMNM^- 
ing  to  give  due  prominence  to  each  in  turn  accord- 
ing to  its  deserts.  Without  prejudice  or  partiality, 
he  admitted  to  publication  what  was  counter  to  bis 
own  views,  that  it  might  stand  upon  its  merits,  and 
provoke  thought  among  his  readers.  Clear,  poim- 
ed  and  accumte  in  the  use  of  language,  what  Ite 
wrote  always  came  with  weight.  During  his  lat- 
ter years,  with  manual  difficulties  of  [x^nmanship 
rendering  any  prolonge<l  exertion  irksome,  he 
wrote  but  little;  but  the  guidance  of  his  judpMOt 
and  advice  wss  ever  present  Whatever  he  wrote 
was  in  all  respects  as  he  intended  it  to  appear,  and 
if  he  had  been  content  to  leave  for  printers  the  task 
of  deciphering  illegibilities  and  correcting  sen> 
tencca— in  other  wordi^  to  abridge  his  own  labor 
at  the  expense  of  others — he  would  probably 
have  written  more  and  at  greater  length.  But  to 
the  last  he  was  equal  to  the  work  of  editing  and 
comctinf  die  manuscript  of  others,  however  much 
it  wore  upon  him;  for  the  great  aim  of  his  fadior 
was  to  give  voice  to  experience  that  might  other- 
wise be  unknown,  and  lie  would  rather  take  m  hand 
a  few  pages  from  some  unlettered  correspondent 
embodying  the  actual  results  of  his  experience,  than 
deal  with  folios  of  conectly  written  and  difiuse 
runblings  from  writers  iriiose  syntax  and  etymol- 
ogy were  above  their  actual  knowledge  ot"  their 
subjects.  For  over  forty  years  at  the  bead  of  the 
Country  Gentleman,  and  c i  iiNuunly  in  commuaicn* 
tion  with  tluae  wlx>  acted  under  his  supervision,  as 
with  many  correspondents  at  a  distance  personally 
vnknown,  Mr.  Tucker  seemed  to  possess  an  un- 
nsnal  power  of  attracting  friendship  and  afiiection. 
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of  wbid)  evidences  htve  often  come  from  quite  un- 
expected source*;. 

The  publication  of  the  pajn-T  has  been  conlinuetJ 
sacccsst'ully  since  Mr.  Tucker's  death  bv  his  sons, 
Lather  H.  Tucker  and  Gilbert  VL  Tucker,  under 
Ae  firm  ntme  of  Luther  Tociter  ft  Son,  and,  as  in 
the  past,  it  ranks  among  the  leading  agricultural 
journals  of  the  .United  States. 

la  bit  peracMMl  iclatiQ8%  Mr.  Tucker  w-as  for 
maaj  jtan  a  man  of  aorrow.  Fairly  undtir  way  at 
Rochetter,  with  the  promise  of  his  new  experiment 
will)  a  daily  ]\iper  just  budding  into  fruition,  the 
cholera  season  of  16^2  that  swept  like  a  pestilence 
over  the  country,  visited  that  place  with  unusual 
severity.  His  Jroong  wiTe  and  a  boy  of  special 
promise,  in  his  fith  year,  after  hut  a  fewdayaT  strug- 
gle, were  carried  to  the  unending  repose  of  the  cein- 
cvery  at  Ml  Hope;  but  they  lingered  for  forty  years 
longer  in  a  recollection  that,  undl  the  last,  was  never 
revived  withont  the  deqiest  emotkm.  The  surviv- 
iag  hu Aend  and  fittfaer  fol  into  a  decline  horn  which 
it  was  long  thought  that  he  could  scarcely  recover. 
Marrying  the  sister  of  his  former  wife,  .she  suc- 
cumbed, in  1844,  to  consumption,  the  scourge  of 
her  native  New  ^igland  climate,  preceded  by  one 
daughter  and  soon  after  feUowied  by  another. 

Smitten  bv  repeated  blows,  thou[,'h  assuaged  by  all 
that  could  tend,  in  social  and  business  relations,  to 
mitigate  their  severity,  he  became  constantly  less 
inclined  to  mingle  in  public  ocraainn^  and  more 
bound  up  in  the  welfim  of  those  who  were  left  to 
him. 

Since  his  third  marriage,  over  a  cpi  utcr  of  a 
century  had  dapaed  at  the  time  of  his  dcuit— a 
period  of  omnptioa  from  afflictions,  and  gradually 
closing  over  the  scars  of  former  wonnd»--4nit  he 

seldom,  ifr  vrr  accepted  invitations  likely  to  bring 
him  into  prominent  notice;  During  (he  hot 
months  of  summer,  which  were  especially  trying  to 
his  conatitation,  he  was  often  so  jpwMlly  enfeebled  as 
to  excite  the  serious  apprehensions  of  Us  fiimily. 
Of  unvani  iiit,'  sweetness  of  disposition  in  the  home 
circle  to  whicii  he  was  so  much  devoicd,  the  char- 
ity that  speaketh  no  evil  was  e(puilly  prominent  in 
bis  judgment  of  other  men  and  their  motives.  The 
memory  of  an  injury  was  hr  less  permanent  in 
his  mind  than  the  recollection  of  favors  received, 
kindly  words  when  the  business  horizon  was 
clouded,  and  warm  sympathies  at  times  of  triaL 
That  the  struggle  of  liife  had  wearied  him  there  can 
be  no  doubt;  but  his  fiuth  and  gratitude,  and  un- 
selfish efforts  for  the  happiness  of  others,  never 
wavered ;  and  when  his  task  on  earth  was  over,  it 
mny  be  truly  said  that  he  fell  asleep  with  a  con- 
sdencavoia  of  offense  toward  God  and  toward 
man,  and  a  heart  unspotted  from  the  world. 

In  May,  1782,  Charles  R.  W  ebster  made  his 
•ppearance  in  Albany.  His  long  and  conspicuous 
career  forms  an  interesting  chapter  in  the  history 
of  the  City  and  County  of  Albany. 

On  his  arrival  he  at  once  began  with  .'^otomo^l 
Balentine  the  publication  of  the  Xar  I'ork  Gau- 
4MMr  or  Northern  Int^Hgencer.  The  only  existing 
coflea  of  tiaa  p^wr  are  in  the  Albany  inatitntc 


In  1783,  Mr.  WdMter  withdrew  fiom  the  GteMr 

and  removed  to  New  York.  Tlic  paper  was  en- 
larged, and  continued  by  Mr.  Balentine  down  to 
Ma)-,  1784,  when  it  was  discontiniMd. 

The  first  pocket  alnuuMC  ever  jmbUabed  in  Al> 
bany  was  printed  by  Ifo.  Bdentinei.  It  it  »  ca- 
rious and  antique  apedmeii  of  that  kind  of  pul^ 
licalion. 

In  the  latter  part  of  May,  1784,  Charles  R. 
Wdiater  returned  to  Albany  and  b^;an  the  pob- 
lication  of  die  AOtmy  OauUt,    A  regoter  ftfe  of 

this  paper,  from  the  sixteenth  niiniher  down  te.  the 
time  of  its  discontinuance  in  1845,  is  preserved 
in  tiM  State  Library.  At  that  time  it  was  seven^ 
two  yean  old — the  oldeM  neinpaiinr  in  the  Stale. 
It  was  conducted  with  nwikMl  abflity,  and  is 
an  excellent  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  the  Courts  of  Justice,  of 
the  Common  Council  of  Albany,  and  of  the  gen- 
eral events  of  the  time  in  which  it  existed. 

On  November  17,  1793,  the  GattUt  printhig-of- 
fice  was  consumed  by  a  terrible  conflagration,  which 
broke  out  on  Sunday  evening  in  an  out-house  be- 
longing to  Leonard  Gansevoort. 

Mr.  Webster  is  justly  called  the  "Father  ot 
printii^'*  in  Albany.  He  was  bora  at  Hartford, 
Conn.,  September  30,  1762.  His  father  was 
Matthew  Webster,  and  his  mother  s  maiden  name 
was  Mabel  Pratt 

When  Charla  waa  asven  yeais  of  age>  hia  luhsr, 
byannnfeitunate  tnra  in  his  afliun,  was  reduced 
to  poverty,  and  young  Webster  was  apprenticed  to 
Hudson  &  Goodwin,  publishers  of  the  Connecticut 
Courant,  to  lenm  the  printer's  trade. 

The  (mportiiaitiM  aflbrded  the  boy  for  school- 
ing were  limited  to  two  quarters  in  a  select  adiool. 
His  subsequent  education  was  pursued  in  silent 
study  in  hours  which  most  other  boys  devoted  to 
play! 

At  the  age  of  nineteen  he  was  one  of  the  ooid> 
pany  who  marched  to  New  Haven  to  repel  the 

threatened  attack  of  the  British  upon  that  town. 
In  1 78 1  or  178a,  when  about  twenty  years  of  age, 
he  came  to  Albany  and  entered  into  (artnersbip 
with  Solomon  Balentine  the  only  printer  in  the 
city  at  the  time.  About  the  first  production  be- 
side their  paper,  was  a  work  entitled  *'  Plain  Rea- 
sons,"  a  dissuasive  from  the  use  of  Watts'  version  of 
the  Psalms,  executed  with  neatness  and  accuracy. 
Balentine  &  Webster  b^;an  the  CrossMr  in  178a. 
In  1783  the  latter  left  partnei^ip  with  Balentine 
and  went  to  New  York.  Immediately  after  the 
evacuation  of  the  city  by  tiw  British,  in  company 
with  John  Lang  he  commenced  the  pubUcalion 
of  die  Nm  York  Gattlk. 

In  r784,  he  returned  to  Albany,  and  commanoed 
the  A/ixmr  (luzti/c.  Mr.  Balentine  had  removed^ 
and  Webster  w  as  the  only  jirinter  in  the  city. 

In  1787,  he  was  married  to  Mim  Radiel  Stede, 
of  Hartford,  who  died  March  31,  1794.  Two 
children  survived  her,  a  son  and  a  Jupiter.  The 
former  was  the  Rev.  Charles  Webster,  long  a 
(Mstor  of  the  Presbyterian  Churcli,  Monmouth 
County,  N.  J.  The  dwi^ter  maniad  Mr.  Brainy 
of  Albtott. 
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April  2,  1796,  Mr.  Webster  was  manried  toMin 
Cynthia  Steele,  a  sister  of  his  first  wife. 

Tbongh  the  columns  of  the  Gazette  were  open  to 
bodi  Federalists  and  Republicans,  it  was  regarded 
as  a  Federal  organ.  This  led  to  the  esublisbment 
of  a  rival  paper  and  printing-office.  But  the  rapid 
settlement  of  Western  New  York  furnished  abun- 
dant patronage  for  both  papers,  and  largely  in- 
creased the  hook-selling  and  printing  biiNiiiess. 
About  this  time  Mr.  Webster  associated  with  him- 
wlf  his  brother,  George,  and  some  time  after,  his 
nephews,  Elisha  W.,  Hezekiah  and  Daniel  Skinner, 
became  partners.  He  was  active  in  the  establish- 
ment of  the  Mechanics'  Acadeni  v,  and  when  that 
adiOQl  ynn  abandoned,  be  became  interested  in 
the  Laacaslerian  School  and  the  Appraitioe*' 
Library. 

He  never  held  any  public  office,  except  that  of 

Actin-  Deputy  to  the  Coanty  Ctok  <«  Albany 

County  for  a  brief  period. 

Amid  all  the  exciting  events  that  attended  the 
war  of  1812,  be,  though  a  warm  Federalist,  main- 
tained a  dignity  in  the  tone  of  his  jwiper,  a  freedom 
from  ribaldry  and  personal  invective,  never  com- 
promising his  character  for  fidelity  ami  lievotion  to 
the  cause  he  served.  No  indictments  tur  slander, 
no  suits  for  liiwi,  were  brought  against  him.  He 
d)horred  defamation.  Morgan  I>ewis,  when  a  can- 
tlidatc  f>ir  Governor,  thanked  him  for  his  gener- 
osity in  repelling  an  unjust  attadi  made  on  him  as 
soon  as  it  met  his  eye,  althoogh  be  wa^  busily  en- 
gaged in  using  all  haoocable  meens  to  defeat  Mr. 
Lewis'  election. 

On  approaching  sixty  years,  he  made  a  settle- 
ment of  all  his  affairs.  A  division  of  the  prop- 
erty was  amicably  made,  and  the  firm  of  Websters 
dc  Skinners  was  dissolved  by  the  withdrawal  of 
the  three  younger  partners.  The  book-selling, 
printing  and  binding  was  carried  on  at  the  <.>kl 
stand  by  C.  R.  &  G.  Webster.  This  firm  was 
dissolved  in  1821,  by  the  death  of  Mr.  George 
Webster.  The  surviving  brother  purchased  his 
half  in  the  property  at  the  Elm-tree  comer,  for 
$13,000,  and  the  firm,  F..  W.  Skinner  &  Qx,  pur- 
chased one-half  the  stock  for  $10,000.  The  new 
firm  of  Webster  &  Skinners  continued  till  his  death, 
July  18,  1834.  His  failing  health  induced  him  to 
visit  Suatoga  Springs.  He  made  his  will  and 
left  his  home,  never  to  return.  His  last  letter  was 
written  July  14,  1834,  and,  in  view  of  the  near  ap- 
proach of  death,  contained  these  words:  "llic 
aim  of  my  life  Ims  been  to  have  my  heart  right 
with  God  and  my  trust  in  the  merits  of  the  Re- 
deemer." He  expired  almost  instantly,  without 
the  slightest  appearance  of  pain,  July  18,  1834, 
and  iws  buried  from  his  residence  in  Albany,  on 
the  soth.  Ue  was  aboat  six  feet  in  height,  well 
made  in  peison,  erect  and  easy  in  motion.  His 
manner  was  dignified,  full  of  courtesy  and  sweet- 
ness. His  conversation  was  interesting,  pure,  in- 
structive, entertaining  and  edifying.  The  great 
aim  of  his  life  seemed  to  be  the  elevation  of  the 
masses,  especially  of  all  classes  of  mechanics,  in 
mind  and  morals.  .Mbany  C<'Uiity  hcvlt  posse:%sod 
«^  nq^i^r  olass  of  \oilin^  m«a  UiiMi  during  hia  dajr. 


Tat/SLOW  Wked  had  no  superior  as  a  political 
journalist  in  his  day.  He  was  bom  at  the  small 
village  of  Acra,  in  the  town  of  Cairo,  Green  Coanty, 
November  15,  1797.  His  parents  were  natives  of 
Connecticut  His  father  was  Joel  Weed.  His 
paternal  grandfather  was  Nathan  Weed,  a  soldier  of 
the  revolution,  who,  with  a  large  family,  removed 
from  Connecticut  at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  settled 
in  the  place  of  Thurlow's  birth.  Mr.  Weed  s 
mother  was  Mary  Ellis,  a  native  of  New  Haven. 
He  was  the  eldest  of  three  brothers  and  two  sistefS^ 
all  of  whom  he  survived,  except  his  brother  Osbom. 

Mr.  Weed's  father  was  an  honest,  amiable  man, 
"doomed,"  as  Mr.  Weed  says,  "to  earn  his  bread 
by  the  sweat  of  his  brow,  in  the  most  literal  sense, 
lie  was  bred  a  fiomer;  but  in  1799  removed  to 
Catskill  to  become  a  cannan."  He  continued 
poor,  *' sometimes  very  poor,"  through  life.  It  is 
easy  to  see  that,  uij  lcr  these  circumstances,  Thur- 
low  had  no  advantages  for  attaining  an  education. 

His  first  occupation  in  life  was  blowing  a  Madt- 
smith's  bellows,  for  which  tie  received  six  cents  per 
day,  which  he  expended  towards  the  support  of  his 
father's  family.  When  nine  years  old  he  obtaincJ 
a  situation  as  cabin  boy  on  board  a  North  River 
sloop.  This  brought  him  to  the  City  of  New  Yorit 

The  occupation  of  cabin  bor  was  very  much  to 
his  taste,  and  he  indulged  in  the  ambition  of  be- 
coming a  sailor.  As  he  sa}s,  "  but  for  an  infirm- 
ity, which  incapacitated  him  for  the  most  essential 
part  of  a  sailors  duty,  his  occupation  would  have 
been  Uiat  of  a  seaman  instead  of  a  printer. " 

After  serving  on  different  vessels  on  the  Hudson, 
he  removed,  in  1808,  with  his  father,  to  the  town 
of  Cincinnatus,  Cortland  County,  then  almost  a  wil- 
derness. His  father  attempted  to  bring  a  piece  of 
land,  rovetcd  with  woods,  to  the  condition  of  a 
farm;  hut,  like  all  his  other  adventures,  it  proved  a 
failure.  The  boy  did  what  he  could  to  aid  his 
father  in  erecting  a  log-house,  and  to  make  a  clear- 
ing in  which  to  pbmt  com,  potatoes,  etc.  One  of 
his  occupations  was  aiding  in  making  "Black 
Salts,"  by  leaching  ashes  gathered  from  burned 
log-heaps. 

He  relates  that  at  tiiis  time  his  parents  were 
so  poor,  that  in  winter  he  was  compelled  to 
tie  pieces  of  lag-carpet  around  his  fleet  instead  of 
shoes,  and  thus  equipped  he  chopped  wood  and,  in 
spring,  gathered  sap.  In  this  wilderness  he  evinced 
a  strong  desire  for  information.  Hut  there  were 
few  books,  and  the  pleasure  of  reading  was  denied 
liim.  Having  beard  that  a  faunily  Uving  several 
miles  distant  owned  a  history  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution, he  .set  out  bare-footed  through  the  snow, 
and  obtained  the  book  after  considerable  entreaty. 
Candles  in  his  tatlier's  house  were  unknown,  and 
he  read  the  book  evenings,  after  the  day's  work 
was  done,  by  the  light  of  pine-knots.  In  1809 
his  father  removed  from  C  incinnatus  to  Onondaga 
Hollow,  where  Tburlow  obtained  work  in  an  ash- 
er}',  and  in  dobig  Mich  odd  Jol»  of  kbor  as  oflbed 
themselveSi 

After  abandoning  the  idea  of  becoming  a  sailor, 

his  ambition  tunic  1  to  the  life  of  a  printer,  which, 
at  last,  beoatDC  irrepressible.  After  several  attempts 
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I  to  get  a  place,  he  became  an  apprentice  in  a  print> 

'  ing^officc  in  OnotKlaga  H<ilIo\v.  The  work  pleased 

I  bim,  ami  lie  soon  bctame  very  uselul  in  ilie  office. 

'  Kvery  leisure  moment  he  employed  in  reading  tlic 

<  office  newwapera  and  such  books  as  the  village 
>  afforded.  Here  be  remained  ontil  the  mr  of 
i  l8ix  broke  out. 

)  The  priniing-ortice  in  Onoiuiag.i  was  closed,  and 

<  he  secured  a  place  in  tin-  i  Id  town  of  Scipio,  where 
was  published  a  paper  called  the  Tocsm.  Soon 
alter,  he  entered  the  printingKtffice  of  Means. 
Seward  A  Williams,  in  I'tica.  The  war  was  then 
waging,  and  Mr.  Williams,  one  ol  hi.s  employers, 

]  enlisted  in  the  army,  and  )oung  Weed  went  with 

him.    After  serving  in  the  hnes  a  part  of  the  cam-  1 
paign  of  1813,  be  obtained  bis  dischaige,  went  to  | 
Albany,  and  obtained  employment  in  the  office  of 
Webster  &  Skinner,  publishers  t>f  the  Attany  Gazelle. 
Alter  workiuf^:  a  while  at  Albany,  he  went  to  Her- 
kimer and  obtained  employmeDt  in  the  office  of  t 
the  Amtricam^  published  by  Wm.  L.  Stone,  after- 
wards distinguished  as  editor  of  the  Xorlhcm  Whit;.  \ 
in  Hudson;    the  Mirror,  of  Hartford;    the  Daily 
Adverliscr,  in  Albany;  and  the  Comnii-n  ial  Aihvr-  1 
tiser,  in  New  York.    Here  he  made  the  acquaint- 
ance of  Michael  Hoffman,  and  Alvan  Stewart,  the 
anti-sla\ery  lawyer.    At  this  early  day,  Mr.  Weed 
made  the  acquaintance  of  very  many  men  who 
bctame  dittingaisbed  action  with  him  in  the  polit- 
ical arena. 

After  working  in  several  places  as  a  jowneyroan 
printer,  he  again,  in  1815,  became  a  resident  of 
Albany.    Durim;  the  Sessions  of  the  Legislature 
he  listened  to  <.\-  i-  I  lu-^,  conducted  by  such  men 
as  Martin  Van  iiuren,  Erastus  Root,  and  Nathan 
Skndford  in  the  Senate,  and  Elisha  Williams,  Will- 
-iam  A.  Doer,  and  Samuel  Young  in  the  Assem- 
bly.   Here  he  ttxik  his  first  lessons  in  politics. 
Early  in  1816,  he  began  work  in  tin-  fflice  of 
the  Aibany  Argus,  of  which  Jesse  Buel  was  editor. 
In  1817.  Israel  W.  Clark,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
the  Albany  Regisler,  invited  Mr.  Weed  to  Itecome 
foreman  of  the  office.      It  was  while  here  that 
he  first  tried  his  "  prentice  hand  "  on  editorials. 
Of  these  first  efforts,  he  says:   "1  first  wrote  brief 
paragraphs  upon  common  subjects,  taking  great 
liberties  with  the  King's  English,  for  I  was  ignorant 
of  the  first  principles  of  grammar;  but  Mr.  Clark,  | 
the  editor,  would  good-naturedly  point  to  these  j 
blunders  and  say  encouragingly,  '  I  would  improve 
with  time.'"   He  did;  and  he  became  one  of  the  { 
most  trenchant  and  powerful  political  writers  in  the  j 
State.    In  the  split  which  occurred  in  the  Rejjub- 
lican  party  in    181 8,  one  faction  was  headt  d  by 
Governor  De  Witt  Chnton,  the  other  by  .Martin 
Van  Bnren,  leading  to  a  political  and  personal 
warfare  of  great  bitterness,  in  which  the  p?n  of  Mr. 
Weed  became  a  somewhat  powerful  instrument. 
In  the  fall  of  1818,  Mr.  Weeil  piin  ii.iscd  the  print- 
ing esublishment  of  John  E.  Hubbard,  of  Nor- 
wich, Chenaimo  County,  and  established  the  Agri- 
cuHurist,  a  paper  favorable  to  Mr.  Clinton.  hSua 
tomliicting  this  some  fourteen  months,  he  disposed 
of  the  esi.i!jl!sliiu<::it,  rtturned  tu  Alhaiiy,  and  be- 
came foreman  in  the  office  of  the  AManj^  Argra^ 


In  April,  1818,  Mr.  Weed  was  married  to  Miss 

Catherine  Ostrander,  of  Coopersiown.  In  his  auto- 
biography, he  says:  "To  this  marriage  1  am  in- 
debted for  as  much  happiness  as  usually  falls  to  the 
lot  of  man.  She  more  than  divided  our  labors, 
cares  and  responsibilities.  But  for  her  industry, 
frugality  and  good  management,  I  must  have  been 
shipwreiked  during  tiie  first  tilteen  years  of  trial. 
Economy  and  a  well-regulated  system  in  household 
affairs  were  virtues  I  did  not  possess,  and  their 
presence  in  her  saved  us  fiom  disaster."  Mis. 
Weed  died.  S  -  ii'v  mourned,  on  the  fortieth  anni- 
versary of  liicii  marriage. 

.Mi.  W'lc  i  lift.uiu-  foreman  in  the  Argus  office 
in  1821.  in  1822,  altera  brief  residence  in  Man- 
litts,  he  became  a  resident  of  Rochester,  then  a 
new,  straggling  village,  containing  but  a  few  hun- 
dred inhabitants.  Here  he  found  occupation  as  a 
journeyman  printer  in  the  olTice  of  the  Tclci^raph,  a 
Clintonian  paper  published  by  Everard  Peck.  Mr. 
Weed's  residence  at  Rochester  in  a  measure  laid 
the  fdiindati'  in  of  his  future  political  life.  Here  he 
ma  le  ilic  acquaintance  of  Erederick  Whitlcscy, 
Derrick  I.ihley  and  (  olone!  Nathaniel  Rochester. 
Mr.  Whitlesey,  alterw  ards  a  Vice-Chancellor  of  the 
State,  with  Wm.  H.  Seward,  Bates  Cook  and  Thur- 
low  Weed,  became  the  foondecs  of  the  Anti-Msr 
sonic  jjarty. 

In  1823,  llie  Rochester  Tefegr^k  placed  the 
name  of  John  Q.  Adams  for  Presulent  under  its 
editorial  head.  This  was  the  first  pi^wr  nominat- 
ing Mr.  Adams.  As  Mr.  Weed  was  soon  known 
throughout  the  State  as  one  of  the  chief  supporters 
of  Mr.  Adams,  he  was  MAy  laimched  on  the  sea 
of  politics. 

In  the  singular  campaign  of  18*4,  in  which 

Jackson,  John  Q.  Adams,  William  H.  Crawford, 
Henry  Cl.ay  and  John  C.  Calhoun  were  candidates, 
Mr.  Weed  and  the  Telegriiph  were  the  energetic  and 
efficient  friends  of  the  successful  candidate,  .^dams. 

In  ."September  of  that  year,  an  accident  to  a  stage- 
coach in  Rochester,  containing  William  M.  Seward 
and  Judge  Miller,  of  Auburn,  his  father-in-law,  led 
to  Mr.  Weed  s  at  quaiiilance  with  the  former. 
"This  acquaintance  grew  rapidly,"  says  Mr.  Weed, 
"on  subsequent  oocasions,  when  Mr.  Seward  was 
called  to  Rochester  on  professional  business.  Our 
views  on  general  |>olitics  were  not  dissimilar,  and 
in  regard  to  anti-maaoniy  he  sooa  became  imbued 
with  my  opinions." 

Political  anti-masonry,  which  bad  luiked  in  pri- 
vate dwellings,  affecting  town  politics  and  creating 
neighborhood  feuds,  was  at  this  time  gathering 
stit  iii;th  fiom  pamphlets  and  newspapers,  under  the 
leadership  of  Mcssrii.  Seward,  Weed  and  John  C 
Silencer,  and  soon  began  to  exhibit  the  strength 
and  influence  of  a  new  and  powerful  party. 
Though  the  Anti-Masonic  party  was  short-lived,  it 
developed  many  distinguisheil  men,  who  are  now 
ranked  among  the  statesmen  of  the  nation.  Space 
will  not  permit  us  to  follow  all  the  windiQgS  Of  the 
partisan  conflicts  in  which  Mr.  Weed  was  an  ac- 
knowledged leader. 

His  singular  abilities  for  molding  and  coiitrul- 
ling  public  opinioni  was  first  and  most  admirably 
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exhibited  in  the  manner  in  which  he  manipulated 
Um  Mdlonent  growing  oat  of  the  alleged  murder 
of  WflHain  Morgan  by  the  Muons — molding  it 
into  a  powerful  party. 

Mr.  Weed  was  elected  Member  of  Aasemblj 
Trum  Monroe  County  to  the  session  of  1825,  and  re- 
elected 10  the  Maiion  of  183a 

After  retirmg  from  the  LegMaiure,  he  left 
Rochester,  and  apain  became  a  resident  of  Al- 
bany. At  this  time  Kdwin  Croswcll  was  editor  of 
the  Albany  Argus. 

While  Mr.  Weed  was  ia  the  ABiembly  in  1830^ »  I 
prqect  b^n  to  be  dncoMed,  which  hi  time  was  I 
carried  into  effect,  and  exerted  a  powerful  influence  | 
in  shaping  the  future  events  ol  his  life.  This 
project  had  in  view  the  establishment  of  a  new  jour- 
nal in  Albany,  devoted  to  the  interests  of  ttie  Anti> 
Masonic  party.    The  fint  nnmber  appealed  March 
as,  1830,  and  was  called  the  Evening  Journal. 
PoHticRl  anti-masonry  soon  passed  away.  The 
Whig  party  coming  into  enctenoe;  the  Evemng 
Jminui  became  a  leading  organ.  Yean  passed, 
and  the  Whi^  party  also  paasra  into  history. 

As  it  is  our  purpose  to  speak  of  Mr.  Weed  .is  a 
journalist  and  not  as  a  politician,  this  sketch  will 
be  confined  mostly  to  his  journalistic  career.  It  is 
proper,  however,  10  sajthat,  as  a  joomalis^  he  was 
one  of  dte  founders  and  supporters  of  the  Whig 

n,  and,  as  such,  he  was  equally  influential  I 
irming  and  sustaining  the  Republican  party 
throagb  all  its  triumphs,  down  to  the  time  when 
he  rs&ed  from  the  editorial  daties  of  the  EuHmg 
Jowntttl. 

Next  to  the  Nao  I'ork  Trihune,  through  all  the 
history  of  the  Whig  and  Republican  parties,  the 
EmiHg  Jmmal  has  been  a  leading  organ  of  the 
former,  as  it  now  is  of  the  latter  panjr.  A  contem> 
poraiy.  writing  of  Mr.  Weed  when  in  the  aenith  of 
nfs  influence,  sajs:  "  Kveni'thing  wiittcn  liy  him 
affords  evidence  of  a  powerful  mind.  His  sar- 
casms are  keen,  his  wit  pungent  He  knows  how 
to  touch  the  most  senaitive  part  of  his  adversary. 
Ererf  blow  he  strikes  h  felt  Few  editors  in  Amer- 
ica possess  more  of  party  tact  than  Thurlow  Weed. 
He  affords  decisive  evidence  of  being  by  nature 
a  great  man.  He  has  risen  from  an  obscure  sttoa- 
tiMi  bi  liie  to  eminence,  and  in  all  the  positions 
whidi  he  has  occupied  he  hss  discomed  new  re* 
sources  of  mind  fully  adequate  to  tfaoae  povetS 
requisite  to  meet  the  exigency." 

In  contact  with  all  clashes  of  men,  he  gained 
a  wonderful  knowledge  of  human  nature — the  abil- 
ity to  read  men,  to  understand  their  motives,  to 
scan  the  true  spirit  of  the  times-  which  gave  him 
superiority  and  influence  as  a  politician.  A  stron?, 
vigorous  and  graceful  writer,  his  pen  was  a  ?.ource 
of  Strength  and  a  defense  to  his  party,  to  his  friends  1 
and  to  himsdC    Allegisnoe  and  ftdeKty  to  his 
friends  was  a  cardinal  principle  of  Thurlow  Weed.  , 
He  was  a  politician  in  every  sense  of  the  word,  [ 
excepting  in  low  devices  and  platitudes.  Mag- 
nanimous and  generous  toward  rivals ;  severe,  de- 
termined and  untiring  >n  bis  opposition  to  Ppllfe* 
ical  cnemict;  Uiconie«tiw«felion<Nnbleand  high- 
minded. 


In  1840^  he  was  appointed  State  printer,  by  tlie 
removal  of  his  gieat  rival,  Edwin  CiosvelL  Mr. 
Weed  always  took  commendable  pride  in  Ma  call- 
ing  as  a  printer  and  in  his  connection  with  the 
Typographical  Society.  In  January,  1851,  writing 
to  the  New  York  Ty]>ographical  Society,  he  said : 

"Itisnowfixlnryeansincelwaaapprailioed  to 
the 'Art  preservative  of  all  arts.'  *  *  •  Accord- 

ini;  to  a!!  accounts  I  was  then  a  vervverdant  youtil. 
My  master  not  unfre(picntly  proposed  to  get  ideas 
into  my  head  with  the  '  mallet,'  and  on  one  ooca* 
sion  I  evaded  a  well-aimed  esperimeat  in  tfaoanae 
direction  with  the '  riieep^  foot'  only  by  an  *  artfol 
dodge.'  *  *  •  But  III >w  only  one  branch  of 
our  trade  is  taught  to  apprentices.  A  printer  is 
no  longer  connected  with  the  'press-room.'  The 
printer  of  the  present  day  is  a  stranger  to  its  healtb- 
ral  toil,  its  ridi  hnmon,  its  merry  laugh,  its  habit- 
ual jests,  and,  I  am  con>traincd  to  remember,  its 
too  frequent  revelries.  I  he  customs  of  the  press- 
room, along  with  its  labors,  are  all  obsolete.  *  * 
Upon  the  years  of  my  life  which  dided  awar  aa  n 
journeyman  printer  m  New  York,l  look  back  with 
exceeding  ^'ratification.  It  was  a  period  of  high, 
healthy,  buoyant  spirits  and  fresh  enjoyment  I 
waa  never  for  a  day  out  of  work,  and  with  a  havdj 
frame  and  willing  hand  was  enabled  from  Wf 
wages  to  nratily  every  rational  Wlsh.  Fewjounief- 
nien  made  a  larger  figure  in  tlie  'biH-book'of  * 
Saturday  night  than  myself." 

The  la.st  time  that  Mr.  Weed  ever  set  type  waa  Oik 
the  8th  of  November,  1854,  Onnoetvtngthe  news 
that  Myron  H.  Clark  was  elected  for  Governor,  he 
rushed  into  the  composinp-room.  "seized  a  'stick,' 
and,  himself,  threw  into  '  lircvier  these  expressive 
sentences:  'Let  the  eagle  scream!  Myron  H.  Qaik 
is  elected!!"'  Such  was Thudow  Weed aaanappieik- 
tice,  journeyman  printer  and  editor.  His  career  aa 
a  politician  and  .'Statesman  is  written  COnqMCnooa^ 
in  die  history  of  the  Sute  and  naiiun. 

In  1869,  Mr.  Weed  retired  from  journalism,  after 
forty  rears  of  nnarearied  devotion  to  his  daties  as 
an  editor.    Fhnn  that,  to  the  day  of  his  deatii, 
his  time  was  spent  in  the  genial  companionship  of 
his  home  friends  ;  in  correspondence  with  absent 
ones,  among  whon  vcve  tanked  the  most  distin- 
guished names  in  America  and  Europe;  and  in 
reading  and  in  writing  reminiscences  of  his  times. 
He  often  wrote  for  the  press.     Finally,  surrounded 
by  everything  conducive  to  happiness,  the  sun  of 
his  life  went  down.     He  died  in  the  City  of  New 
York,  on  Wednesday,  November  as,  1882,  in  the  • 
eighty-sixth  year  of  his  age.   His  death  was  peaoe- 
lul  anil  painless.  "A  short  time  before  it  occurred, 
vviulc  his  mind  was  wandering,  he  seemed  to  be 
carrying  on  a  conversation  widi  Prendent  linoobi 
and  General  Scott  in  regard  to  the  lata  war.  At 
the  conclusion  he  ord^ed  a  carriage^  and  tftea, 
after  a  moment's  pause,  said:  'Iwanttogoliomel' 
These  were  his  la.st  words." 

The  facts  of  this  notice  are  laigdy  abiidgad  Cnmi 
Mr.  Weed's  autobiography.  •  • 

The  past  has  given  to  .Mbany  many  other  edit- 
ors and  periodical  writers  whose  gnucefui  penst  have 


Digitized  by  Google 


/OURXAL/SrS  AND  JOURXAUSM. 


deHghted  tnd  instracted  the  public  here  end  else- 
where. Many  of  ihcm  became  eminent  in  other 
fields  of  literature.  Some  were  here  but  a  brief 
time  only;  but  they  are  worthy  of  mention. 
Among  them  we  recora  the  names  of  William  L. 
Stone,  Harry  Croswell,  Nathaniel  H.  Carter, 
araes  R.  Boyd,  S.  Dc  Witt  Rlooiigood,  John  B. 
'an  Schaicit,  Henry  James,  Horace  Greeley, 
Francis  Dwight,  Ebcnezer  Emmons,  S.  II.  Ham- 
mond, Daniel  D.  Samard,  Jabcz  D.  Hammond, 
A.  J.  Downing,  William  B.  Spra^ae,  E.  G. 
Squire.  E.  C.  Delavan,  Jaiper  Hazcn,  John  A.  Dix, 
A.  (ieorge  Johnwo,  Alfred  B.  Street,  S.  C. 
1 1  u  tchins,  and  J.  Wesley  Smith.  Not  one  snrnves; 
but  their  writings  remain. 


It  ntlght  seem  invidious  to  speak  of  the  living, 
some  of  whom  have  recently  been  called  to  rimilar 
dntirs  in  a  larger  sphere;  others  of  whom  have  it- 
tired  with  laurels;  and  still  others  of  whom  are  dili- 
gently toihng  among  us  with  prospects  of 
a  bright  fame.  As  exponents  of  pabuc  sentiment, 
M  tMcben  of  die  pe<^^  a*  dispensers  of  such 
knowledge  as  every  one  sedti  to  gain,  such  men 
•  •iv^\'A  tf)  fill  :io  second  rank  in  penooal  character 
axul  in  general  esteem. 

THE  ALBANY  CX)UNTy  FRESSL 

Under  Ala  bead  we  attempt  to  give  a  to  of  all  pe- 
riodical publicatiooa  of  any  importance  issuing  from 

the  press  of  the  county  since  the  very  first  newspaper 
printed  in  the  city  in  1771.  Our  sources  of  in- 
fonnatiott  have  often  been  oontradictoiy  as  to  dates 
of  the  minor  papers,  and  we  do  not  vouch  for  the 
accuracy  of  all.  But  a  list  of  them  is  very  SQg- 
gestive  and  instructive. 

1 77 1. — November.  AUany  Gazette,  published 
by  James  A  .-Vlcxandcr  Rolicrisun.  Discontinued 
about  1776,  the  publishers  having  joined  the  British 
and  gone  to  New  Yoric  City. 

17S2.-  June  3.  Xciv  I'ifi  Gazette,  or  Xorlhern 
InitUigencer,  weekly.  Balentine  &  Webster,  pub- 
lidiers.  The  name  was  changed  and  Balentine 
left  out. 

1784.— May  28.  The  .f.'/./rn  Gazette,  weekly. 
Charles  R.  Webster,  publishtr  .May  25,  1789, 
semi  weekly.  United  with  the  AiUayf  Athiertiser, 
Maivh,  181 7,  and  so  eondnned  until  April  14, 
1845. 

1788. — January  26.  Tkt  Aliatiy  loumal,  or 
MvUgomery,  Washinglemaml CbhuMt ikl^geiKer. 
Charles  R.  &  George  Webster,  publishers.  Semi- 
weekly,  winter  and  summer.  In  connection  with 
XhG  Gazette.  Discontinued  May  25,  17S9,  Febru- 
ary II.  The  Federai  Herald,  Removed  from 
Lansbgburgh  by  Gaston  ft  Babcock,  and  soon 
after  returned.  T/ia  AlLmv  Register,  weekly; 
John  A  Robert  Barber  until  1808;  Solomon 
Sonthwick  tmtil  1817.  Revived  ha  1818  by  Ismel 
W.  ChBfc.  .  . 


1796.  — November.  The  CkronkU,  John  Mc- 
Donald, jr.soph  Fry,  printer,  whom  Henry  C 
Southwicic  succeeded.     l)i.sconlinued  in  1799. 

1 797.  — The  Albatn  Centinei.  Loriog  C.  Andrews; 
afterwards  Whiting,  Backus  A  Whitinfl^  Discon- 
tinued, November  10,  1806. 

1806.  — November  11.  The  O-niitw!  revwei  m 
The  Republican  CHsts.  Backus  &  Whiting,  and 
then  Isaac  Mitchell,  pablishera.  1808,  Harry 
Croswell  A  Co  ;  William  Tucker,  printer.  In 
1809,  name  changed  to  The  balance  and  Xew 
Tori  State  Journal.  Croswdl  A  FHuy.  Re- 
moved to  Hudson  in  1811. 

1807.  — The  Guardian.  Van  Bentbuysen  A  Wood, 
Court  street,  three  doois  bdow  HudMMl  Street 
Continued  about  two  years. 

1813.— April  IT.  Tkt  Albatiy  R^iMotM,  Sa»- 
ue!  R.  !  >r.  .\«n.  Succeeded  by  Mr.  Romaiu.  Fi- 
nally taken  to  ."Saratoga. 

1813. — January  af.  7X«  ABaigr  Arg»,  tri- 
weekly, seir.i-wcfklv  and  weekly.  Founded  by 
Jes-.se  Buel.  :\  ■t.iilv  in  1825.  I  he  Croswells,  Com- 
siock,  Cassidy  and  Manning  have  been  among  its 
jwblisbers  and  editors.  Now  the  Argus  Co.  publish 

1S13  \\.—2%9  Sirangtr,  8vo,  pnbUshed  by 

John  Cook. 

1815. — June.  T^e^fauniaim.Mi^asme,  monthly. 

Horaiiot  iatesSjiofrord.  Discontinued  May,  i8i6. 
September  z  5,  A  Hum  Daily  Advertiser.  Theodore 
Dwight,  editor.  J.iliii  W.  Walker,  printer.  In 
March,  1817,  William  L.  Stone  consolidated  it 
w  ith  the  Atkmtf  CkatUt.  Published  by  the  Websteia 
as  Alfhinv  Gazette  and  Adrertiser  until  April  14, 
1845.  June  3.  Christian  I'isitant,  410,  by  Solo- 
mon Southwick.  Continued  two  years.  T^eFVieud, 
8v0k  monthly,  by  D.  ft  S.  A.  Abbey.  Con- 
tinned  one  year.  Tke  SAUtsman,  published  and 
edited  liy  Nathaniel  H.  Carter,  a  graduate  of 
Dartmoulh  (.  u liege.  Removed  to  New  York  in 
1818. 

1819. — Junes.  Th«riou^hboy.  Solomon  Sonth- 
wick, editor;  John  O.  Cole,  printer. 
182a — Albany  Microscept,  started  by  Charles 

Galpin  and  continued  a  few  years. 

it)22. — .August  3.  J'he  Oriental  Star,  weekly. 
Religious.    Bezaleel  Howe. 

1833. — Naiimial  Democrai,  William  McDougal. 
Published  at  Albany  and  New  York.  Discontinued 
April  7.  i8a4.    Revhred  April  so^  fagr  Solomon 

Southwick. 

1824.  — May.  Rth^'Kius  Mmdor,  monthly, 
Chauncey  Webster,    kemovrd  to  Philadelphia. 

1825.  — Aogost  8.  'The  Albany  Patriot  and 
!  DaSy  CmmtrtitX  InMKgmetr.    George  Galpin. 

1S26.  -  July  25.  Xdticnal  Ohsiner,  weekly  and 
semi-wecki|,  by  George  Galpin.  Continued  four 
years.  Edited  by  Solomon  Southwick. 

1S26. — April  22.  .Albany  Daily  Chronicle.  Chas. 
Galpin  &.  M.  M.  Cofe;  also,  Albany  Morning 
Chronicle,  John  Denio  ft  Seth  RidMltk  Dia- 
continued  in  iSay. 


Digitized  by  Google 


STB 


msTORF  OF  rax  commr  of  albanf. 


1826.  — Escriioirr,  or  Masonic  and  Misi  elhmeou<i 
Album,  started  by  K.  H.  ("hilil.  lYhruary  3, 
1827,  changed  to  American  J/asnnu  Rtrorii  and 
AAiuff  StUwrdm  MugoMmCt  £.  fi.  Child  Cfaao^ged 
to  AtHtfictit  afuuHC  Rtcott  mti  AUuip  EMitwy 
Journal,  January  30,  1830.  M.ty.  the  Albiny  Chris- 
tian Register,  by  L  G.  llotiin.ui.  J.  K.  Boyd, 
Lilitor.  Christian  Registtr  and  Telegraph  united 
with  the  Journal  (of  Utica)  and  publii^ed  by  Hos- 
foid  ft  Wait  as  tlie  fmmal  ami  Td^rapk,  No- 
venber  21,  1831.  About  this  time  Lewis  G. 
HoflRnan  publislied  the  Amcruan  Masonic  Register, 
five  yean. 

1827.  — May.  The  Antidote,  by  Solomon  South- 
wiclc,  editor ;  Webster  &  Wood,  publisher!.  The 
Standard,  weekly,  by  Matthew  Cole.  August  4  1 1"" 
Comet,  by  Daniel  McGlashan,  editor.  October  13. 
Tke  Albany  Signs  0/  the  Times  and  Literary  Writer, 
Daniel  McGlashan,  publisher ;  J.  &  Van  Schaick 
and  S.  D.  W.  Bloodgood,  editors. 

l8s8.— 71»  Morning  Chromck,  dafly,  by  Beach, 
Denio  ft  Richards.    AlUmy  Chronicle,  seool-weekly. 

1828.  —  The  Ai^c,  by  (ialpin  A  Sturtev-ant. 

1828.  —December  27.  Albany  Times  and  Lit- 
trary  Wr  iter,  James  McGlashan,  |>ubUsher;  Blood- 
good  and  Vati  I^'chnick,  editors. 

1828. — All>any  Minen^i,  by  Joel  Miiii>ell. 

1 830.  — January  30.  J  he  AlUtnian,  sciiii-nionthly, 
Arthur  N.  Sherman.  March  22.  The  Albany  Even' 
mg  Journal,  Thurlow  Weed,  editor ;  B.  D.  Pack- 
ard ft  Qx,  publiAeis.  April  3.  Farmers',  Me- 
chanics', and  Wnrkingmens  Aihficate,  McPherson  & 
McKercher.  April.  Albany  Bee,  J.  Dufiy,  W.  S. 
McCollodi  ft  C  Angus. 

1831.  — ^September  7.  Albany  Literary  Gazette, 
John  P.  Jermain,  editor ;  James  D.  Nicholson, 
publisher.  November  21.  Journal  and  Telrgi  aph, 
Ilosford  ti  Wait.     Temperance  Recorder,  monthly. 

JS32. — January  5.  Daily  (^raftsman,  Roberts 
and  James,  editors.  The  AlUmy  Quarterly,  8vo,  by 
Albany  Historical  Society;  edited  by  J.  R.  ft  S. 
M.  Wilson.   One  volnme  issaed. 

1833.  — February.  Amrriran  Qnorier^  Slonp 
Afagazw.    Continued  two  years. 

1834.  _Mardi.  7%e  CuUhalor,  coodncted  by 
Jasse  Bnel,  J.  P.  Rceknun.  and  J.  D.  Wa.sson. 
April  5.  The  Daily  Ntus,  Hunter  ft  Hoffman. 
JObim  Wk^,  by  J.  R  Van  Scbaick  ft  Ca 

1834.  — J^inuaiy.  Ammean  Umporanct  ItUtBir 
gencer,  montlily. 

1835.  — October  is.    Tkt  AOany  lyanseript,  C. 

F,  Powell  A  Co. ;  a  penny  paper. 

1835. — Albaity  Boufud  and  IMtrairy  Spectator, 
by  Geoige  T^nmball;  mondity. 

1835. — ^May.  The  Silk  Worm,  monthly;  two 
years;  then  changed  to  The  Silk  Worm  and  Sugar 

Manual;  discontinued  in  1858. 

1S36. — The  Zodiac,  Monthly,  by  Gen.  Dc  Cou- 
drey  Holstein.  The  Common  Sckotd  Asmktmt^  by 
J.  Orville  Taylor. 


1838. — January  6.  The  Family  Newspaper, 
weekly,  by  Solomon  Southwick.  July  4.  Daily 
Palrwtt  u  antiHdaveiy  paper,  by  J.  G.  Wallaoe. 

1840.  —  The  Jejfer Ionian,  a  campaign  paper,  bv 
Horace  (irccley.  Septenihcr  14.  The  Unionist, 
a  daily  campaign  paper,  \  \  ]  Munsell,  C.  Love- 
ridge^  and  others.  Tomahinvk  and  Scalping  Ktufe^ 
short  time.  Attany  Patriot,  by  J.  C.  Jackson,  fonr 
years.    The  Rough  Haver,  daily,  campaign. 

1 84 \.—AWany  Atlas,  by  Vance  k  Wendell.  Will- 
jam  Cusidy  and'  H.  H.  Van  Dj^e  became  editon  in 
1843. 

1842.  — 7Xe  Irishman,  by  H.  O'Kanc,  seven 
weeks.  The  Sunday  Tickler,  hy  C.  \\\  Tayl^ir. 
AUtmy  Switch,  by  H.  J.  Hastings;  afterwards  by 
K.  I^lie.  November  13.  VouA's  Tan^tranc* 
Enterprise,  J.  .Stanley  .Smith;  three  3'ears. 

1 843.  —September  4>  D*^  Knichtriocher,  by 
Hugh  J.  Hastings.    WeeUy  AMaltfnfaelar,  June  8, 

1857.    The  Subterranean,  by  jamttiyidfy. 

1844.  — Albany  Spectator. 

1845.  — April  9.  7Xe  ABemy  F^eehoUer,  aire^- 

ly  ami-rent  paper,  by  Thomas  A.  Dcvyr.  The 
Garel,  by  jiyel  Munsell.  /'Ae  Scourge,  by  WtK>d- 
ward  &  Packard,  lesper  Bell,  by  Abbott  ft  Crosby. 

1 84 fi.— December  8.  Albany  Herald,  by  A  B. 
Van  Olinda.  The  Balance.  December  17.  Al- 
bany Morning  Telegraph. 

1847. — Distrit^  School  Journal,  by  Francis 
Dwight  The  Castigator,  by  M.  J.  Smith.  Sep- 
tember 13.  Alfhinv  .Morning  Ex/»'iS'.,  ,i  penny 
paper,  by  Stone  ft  Henley:  discontinued  March 
22,  1856.  AUanif  WoMy  Fafspreat,  lasoed  Febru- 
ary i,  1 85 1. 

184S.  fVu/^Z/i/i  Palladium,  by  Jas{>er  Hazen; 
removed  t<i  New  Jersey  in  1855;  was  called  Chris- 
tian Herald  from.  1849.  The  Busy  Bet,  by  £. 
Andrews,  two  yeai&  The  Oaa/igaior,  by  Mortimer 
.^mith,  editor. 

1849.  — May  15.  The  AUatty  Daily  Messewer, 
a  penny  paper,      &  F.  Romaiae^  editor,  jnne 

30.  Sunday  Dutchman. 

1850.  — February  16.  Albany  Daily  Times,  by 
Heron,  Furman  ft  Thornton.  Hcdf-Dollar  Month- 
ly, B.  F.  Romaiae.  Journal  0/ the  New  Fork  State 
Agricuhurtd  Society  ;  pnblished  many  years.  At-^ 

Ixinv  Et'itiing  .itLis. 

185 1.  —September  i.  Albany  Daily  EaglOf  a 
penny  paper,  by  John  Sharts;  Ibnr  months.  Jana* 

ary  4.  .imencan  Mechanic,  by  J.  M.  Patterson. 
(hrson  League,  removed  from  Syracuse,  by  J.  T. 
Hazen  &  T.  L.  Car.son.  Albtiny  Minor  ana'  T  u- 
erary  Cabinet,  by  J.  H.  Carroll  ft  W.  M.  Colbum. 
October  1 1.  T^e  (Mrm,  by  Warner  ft  Hooker. 
Northern  f.ii^ht ;  continued  about  three  years;  con- 
ducted by  Messrs.  Di.x,  Ikck,  Dean,  Dclavan, 
Hawley,  Johnson,  Olcott,  aiui  .Street;  a  well  edited 
literary  paper,  as  its  e  ik  irs  names  indicate. 

1852.  — Temperance  Recorder.  September  tl. 
Familv  Lntelligencer,  bv  Rev.  Jasper  Hazen  ;  then 
by  J.'  T.  Haaen.  lie  Nem  Fork  Teacher,  con- 
daded  by  Jamea  Ckvikahank,  T.  W.  Vakntina^ 


Digitized  by  Google 


jOtntHAUSTS  AND  JOURNALISM. 


377 


Francis  D wight,  and  other  teachers,  as  the  organ  of 
the  New  York  State  Teacbeis' Association,  for  several 
Tean.   jfAB!^/>WMr.AiMfll(r,  by  August  Miggael. 

'FcbrnaiJ  1.    Evening  Transcript,  first 
Albuij  penny  paper,  by  Coyier  h,  Henley.  Pro- 
organ  of  New  Yoik  Stale  Temperance 

Sru  ;<M\-:  eilitcU  liv  Priif.  A.  McCoy;  in  1857,  united 
wilii  Journal  oj  American  Temperance  Union. 

1854.  — Family  Denial  Journal,  monthly,  by  D. 
CEstesL 

1855.  —July  2 1 .  State  Police  Tribune,  by  S.  H. 
Parson^i    K.  M.  Griflxn.   Removed  to  New  York. 

1856.  — >BIarch  t|.    Alkmip  DaSy  SMtmam. 

April  21.  A/tany  Morning  Times,  by  Stone  fi  Co. 
September  8.  AUhu^  Evening  Union,  a  penny 
paper;  James  McRMtane  ASboHif  VoBbUtU,  by 
George  Horb. 

1857.  — Ail>anj  Microffcope,  Cliarles  Galpin.  May 
4.  Albany  Morning  Express,  J.  C.  Cayler,  editor; 
Stone  A  Uenly«  pu^iabeia.  AUoftf  ^Mmng  Her- 
M,  changed  to  ABamif  BBmiig  UUm,  Jane  39, 
1857. 

1858.  — AmericoM  CUften.  Eve$ttHg  Courier.  Aug- 
ust   77ie  Hour  end  Ike  Man,  daily  and  weekly, 

by  George  W.  Clarke  &  John  J.  Thomas.  October. 
Mercantile  Norn,  weekly,  gratis.  I'oice  0/  the 
People,  campaign  paper.  December.  Evening 
Standard,  by  R.  M.  Griffin  &  Co.  Jmdependenl 
Press ;  only  a  few  months.  Aslronomical  Notes, 
edited  by  Prof.  Brunow.  American  M,iC'i:ine, 
mimthly,  by  J.  S.  &  B.  Wood;  about  one  and  a 
half  years.  Tie  Gavel,  two  years,  by  John  Tun- 
ner.  Slate  MOUary  Qntikt  by  C  G.  Stone; 
moved  to  New  York. 

1863. — January  17.  ^cmdardrndSMtrntn, 

i865.^0ctober.  Albany  Eoamig  Pwt,  •  penny 

paper,  by  M.  &  E.  Griflin. 

i88j. — Outing,  by  Outing  Publishing  and  Print- 
Campunf,  S9  Noidi  Pourl  street  Removed  to 

Boston. 

1881. — The  Inquirer  and  Crilerion,  weekly,  by 
Charles  S.  Carpenter;  Februanr  20,  i88s,  by  Bur- 
dick  &  Taylor.  Disoontinned  January  5,  1884. 
Republisbeidas  The  Inquirer,  April  30,  1884.  Now 
diacontintted. 


There  are,  doubtless,  a  great  many  others  of 
q>henienl  existeaoe,  bapired  by  peiaonal  am* 

bition,  or  by  matters  of  local  and  temporary  inter- 
est, such  as  campaign  issaes,  society  organs,  school- 
boy diacMsiona.  The  eaeMMer  aerAmdi  hts  had 
a  large  development  in  dito  dty.  A  collection  of 
all  these  newspapers  in  some  of  our  institution<; 
would  be  interesting  and  valuable.  Many  of  them 
are  to  be  fbnnd  in  the  Slate  library  and  Albany 
laatitute.  Some  in  old  chests  and  garrets.  Many 
more  have  been  consumed  by  the  tooth  of  time^ 
tfie  Barnes,  or  the  grinding  paper-mill. 


NEWSPAPERS  PUBLISHED  IN  ALBANY  AT 
THE  PRESENT  TIME. 

The  Albany  Argus  made  its  first  appearance  on 
TuoiUy,  January  36,  181 «.  It  was  publiahed 
aemi-weeklv;  Jesse  Buel,  editor  and  owner.  On 

August  iS,  1825,  it  issued  its  first  daily  paper. 
The  Daily  Argus  and  The  AJUiny  Evening  Alias 
were  united  February  18.  1856,  under  the  name  uf 
Alhs  and  Argus,  with  Calvert  Comstock  and  Will- 
iam Gaasidy,  pobltafaers  and  editora.  On  April  6, 
1865,  they  were  succeeded  by  William  Cassidy. 
It  became  The  .Argus  again,  Monday,  May  15, 
1865,  On  May  6,  1865,  The  Argus  Company 
was  organized.  William  Cassidy,  editor;  Daniel 
Manning  and  J.  Wesley  Smith,  associates.  S.  C 
Hutchins  and  St  CUir  McKclway  have  been  re- 
cent editors.  James  H.  Manning  is  present  editor. 
Sunday  paper  issued  since  May  13,  1877.  Argus 
Baildiog,  sonthwest  comer  of  Broadway  and 
BeaTcr  street. 

Albany  Evening  Journal.  B.  D.  Packard  k  Co. 
published  the  fiiBt  nnmber  of  The  JounuUt  March 
22,  1830.  ft  was  a  strong  Anti-Masonic  paper, 
rimrlow  Weed  was  the  editor  for  over  tliirtv  years, 
and  rendered  it  highly  influential  over  the  entire 
SlUe.  George  Dawson  succeeded  him  as  editor. 
Weed  &  Dawson  COi,  and  Dawson  ft  Co.  have 
been  publishers.  The  Albany  Journal  Company 
published  it5  first  cipy  under  the  editorihip  of 
John  A.  Sleicher,  March  17,  1884,  with  W.  J. 
.\rkell  as  Prtiidanit;  J.  W.  Drexel,  Secretary;  James 
Ariteli,  Tfetaofer.  Hie  pdnting-bonse  and  office 
are  at  Na  61  Slate  annet 

Albany  Evaimg  TSms,  originally  the  Alhamf 
Monmg  Times,  was  started  Monday,  April  21, 
1856,  by  Barnes  ft  Godfrey;  then  published  by 
Alfred  Stone,  David  M.  Barnes  and  Edward  H. 
Boyd;  later  by  Samuel  Wilbor.  March  I,  1861, 
the  Times  was  consolidated  with  the  Aen^f 
Courier,  and  was  first  issued  as  an  evening  paper 
September  25,  1865.  Albany  Weekly  Times  firrt 
appeared  July  16,  1872.  It  was  fur  a  few  years 
published  by  the  Times  Company.  Since  May, 
t88i,  TheophilusC.  Callicot  has  been  die  editor 
and  proprietor,  at  No.  401  Broadway. 

Albany  Morning  Express  was  Started  September 
13,  1847.  In  1^54  It  was  |NibIbhed  byMunsell 
k  Co.   In  1856  its  name  was  changed  to  the  DaOy 

Statesman.  The  Express  was  revived  hy  Stone  4 
Henley,  its  origin.al  proprietors.  May  4,  1S57,  \\ith 
J.  C.  Cuyler,  editor.  In  i860,  the  publishers  were 
Hunt  ft  Ca  Albany  Weekly  Express,  issued  Aug* 
ust  4,  1881;  Sund.iy  edition.  March  4,  1883. 
Albany  Express  Company:  Edward  Henley,  J. 
C.  Cuyler,  .\dd  si»n  .\.  K(  yes  and  Nathan  D.  Wen- 
dell. Printing-house,  southwest  comer  Green  and 
Beaver  streets.  A  recent  change  has  made  PiroC 
I^wis,  editor,  and  W.  F.  Hurcombe,  publisher. 

Daily  Press  and  Knickerbocker.  Fliat  number  of 
Sunday  Press,  May  13,  1870;  Daily  Prets,  Fd)m- 

ary  26,  1877;  D.iih  A'm't ierbocier,  September  .j, 
1843;  Press  and  Knickerbocker  nnxied,  August  10, 
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1877.    The  WeMy  Press  and  LtgisXc^  foumal 

was  issueil  for  the  first  t  nie,  January  8,  1873. 
The  Press  Company  is  composed  of  John  H.  Far- 
rell,  Myron  H.  Rooker  and  Jamies  Macfifflane; 

Printing-house.  1 8  Beaver  street. 

Evening  Post.  First  issued  October,  i860,  by 
R.  M.  &  E.  Gnlfm;  e  lit  -r,  R.  M. Griffin.  Present 
publishers,  M.  k  E.  Griflin,  No.  7  Hudson  avenue. 

Albany  Evening  Union.  The  Union  Printing  and 
Puhli.shing  Companv  first  published  this  paper 
Monday,  May  29,  1882,  at  their  oflice  in  Beaver 
Block,  South  Pearl  street.  On  Monday,  July  16, 
1883,  John  Parr  became  editor  and  proprietor, 
and  published  the  jwper  from  No.  28  Beaver  street 
Flt(L  W.  White  is  now  president  and  editor. 

Fteie  BlaeUer,  surted  by  Henry  Bender  A  Aug- 
ust Miggael  in  1852:  now  and  for  many  years  con- 

du  tt.'d  by  August  Miggael  at  No.  26  Beaver  street. 
Gennan   daily  [>aper.    D<er  SotUagsgast,  issued  i 
since  1882  as  a  supplement  to  the  Saturday  edition. 

Office,  No.  44  Ik'avcr  street.  | 

Taglichcr  Alkiny  Herald.  This  German  daily 
was  tlrat  publi.shed  by  Jacob  Heinmiller,  Tuesday, 
October  10^  1871;  yii&  'miaitAvk  Der  Albany  Htr- 
tii  on  Pdmniy  1 1,  1869.   The  present  office  Is 

at  Na  87  Westerlo  street 

I%e  Cui/rzxi/or  ami  CounJry  Gt  nUemoM,  a  weekly' 
paper  since  January  4.  1866.  As  a  monthly  it 
was  fiist  published  as  the  Cultivator,  in  March, 
1834,  and  conducted  by  Jesse  Buel,  J.  P.  Beek- 
man  and  J.  D.  VVassDii.  It  was  sul)sequontly  pub- 
lished by  W,  Gayiord  &  L.  Tucker,  and  by  L 
Tucker  &  Son,  who  united  it  with  The  Country 
Gtniieman,  wbiib  was  &tirted  by  Luther  Tucker 
and  John  T.  Thoma<,  January  6,  1853.  It  is 
ably  Lunducted  by  L»  H.  ftd  M.  TuCMT,  editon 
and  pcoprictura. 

lie  CMoUe  Telegraph,  first  {'■sued  In  Albany, 

Jaiiuiry,  1H80.  Telegraph  Publishing  Company 
was  incorporated  jun-/,  1882.  M.  J.  Luddcn, 
edi'or. 

lU  Guide,  /.  O.  O.  F.  D.  H.  Turner,  editor. 
F  r  t  published,  February  15,  18 ji.  l«ied  every 
two  uecks.    U.  H.  Tnraer  ft  G.  E  Fowera, 

pub.ishers. 

AStmy  Law  Journal.    Monthly.    First  number 

publi  hcd  J..niiary  9,  1870.  Isaac  Grant  Thomp- 
so-i,  editor;  Wed,  Pars  >ns  dc  Co,  publishers, 
Nos.  39  and  41  Columbia  street  Fieaent  editor, 
Irving  Browne. 

Our  Work  at  Home.  Monthly.  Was  first  pub- 
lished at  ihc  rooms  of  the  City  Tract  and  Mission- 
ary Society,  September,  1875.  Charles  Reynolds, 
editor.  The  present  editor  is  George  Sander>on, 
Jr.  Office,  No.  0  North  Pearl  street.  It  is  the 
or^an  of  the  City  Mission  and  Tract  Society. 
,  Jht  Voice  was  first  published  as  a  monthly, 
Janoaiy.  1879,  at  401  Broadway.  Edgar  S.  Wer- 
ner, eiditor  and  proprietor,  No.  59  I.anca8ter 
street 

Forest,  Forge  and  Farm.  Published  in  Albany 
since  June.  1882.  H.  S.  Quadcenbuifa,  editor 
and  publisher,  Tweddle  Building. 


Pmdiry  MoHAfy.  Rnt  imed  ^  Ae  Ferris  Pub- 
lishing Company,  November,  1879^  Officei,  481 

Broadway. 

The  MeiHeeA  Atmeis  ynA  fint  pnUIihed  in  Jan- 
uary by  n  Committee  of  Albany  County 
Medical  .Societ)-.  Burdick  &  I^TjoCi  4^1  Broad- 
way, are  the  present  poblisbera.  Dr.  F.  C  Cutis 
and  others,  editors. 

NEWSPAPERS    PUBLISHED    IN  OTHER 
PLACES  IN  THE  COUNTY. 

CotTVANS. 

Coexmans  Gazette;  started  in  1863  by  Gilbert  C. 
Vincent ;  sold  to  Willard  Pond  in  1864;  then  to 
Henry  Brook;  afterwards  to  McKee  ft  Spring- 
stead.  Fror  ssnr  Thomas  McKee  became  sole 
editor  and  proprietor  in  December,  1869,  and 
finally  took  it  to  Gfcenbush  as  the  Rnutdaar 
1  Gazette. 

Cagnmmt  StraU,  weekly.  &  H.  ft  E.  J.  Sber- 
I  man,  editon  and  proprietors. 

COHOES. 

The  Cohoes  Advertiser ;  started  in  February,  1847, 
by  Ayres  k  Co. 

The  Cohoes  Journal  and  Advertiser  succeeded 
the  above  in  January,  1848;  continued  by  same 
firm  until  January,  1849. 

The  Cohots  Cataract  succeeded  the  above;  pub- 
lished by  Silliman  ft  Miller  Irom  June,  1849,  to 

."^eptemher,  1851;  then  sold  to  James  H.  Ma>ten, 
who  published  it  until  January,  1867;  then  sold  it 
to  Anthony  S.  Baker,  its  publisher  until  January, 
1870,  when  it  was  bought  again  by  J.  II.  Masten. 

Cohoes  Daily  News.  J.  H.  Masten,  proprietor. 

Cohott  JRagtilahr.  Alexis  Wager,  pablisher; 

weekly. 

La  Palrie  NouveUe.  J.  M.  Authier,  editor  and 
pubLsber;  weekly. 

Grefn  Island. 
Green  Island  Review.  Henry  L.  Gilbert,  editor 
and  pivprieKM';  we.kly. 

KXOWERSVILLE. 

Knowersmlk  Gauttt;  a  local  weekly,  lecentlj 
published. 

RENSSEt-AERVILI  K. 

The  Rural  Folio,  started  in  January,  1828,  by 
C  G.  ft  A.  Polliner,  and  cootinued  two  yean. 

West  Trov. 

West  Troy  Advocate;  started  October,  i8j7,  by 
William  Hollands;  continued  by  his  widow  and 

I  son,  after  his  decease 

Watervliet  Daily  Democrat;  stiuted  by  Allen 
Carey,  Janoafrao^  1859. 

Alhany  Ciuntv  Demtrcredi  Stilted  in  i86a  Allen 

Carey,  editor;  weekly. 

WddtrvkU  Jeurmd.  Treanor  ft  Kaidin,  proprie* 
ton;  weekly. 

Shakfrs  (P.  O.) 
Shaker  Mattijesto.  Edited  and  pabUshcd  as  a  4I0 
monthly,  by  Kev.  G.  A.  Lomasi 
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NAHM. 


Nic'>lls,  Richard  , 

Lovelace,  Francis  

Evcrt!ic,  CornclU  

l!i  iickcr,  Jai.  ob. . ... . . 

Calve,  Aiitlioiiy   , 

Aiultos,  F.iliuiuid  

lirockhollfi,  Anthony  .  .  , 

Andr<>s,  txlmund   

Hrockhollrs,  Anthony.  .  . 

Dollg.Ul,    1  hnlllA*  

Andros,  ICilniund  

Nichulion,  Francis  

Ivcislcr,  Jacob  

Sloushter,  Henry  

Inguidsby.  Rkhard  


Snmci  BiGAN 


Nnin,  Mui  

Cootai,  Wdurd  

Smith.  William  1 

De  Pmter,  Abnlutm..  ] 

Schuyler,  Peter  J 

Nanfan,  John  

H/de,  Edward....  

Lovelace,  John ......... 

Schuyler,  Pelcr  

Ineoldsby,  Kichud..... 

-Vnuyler,  IVter,  

Ingoldiliy,  Kitliurd  

Bn-ckinan,  derardus.... 
lluiiic,  Rolx:rt.,  ...... 

Schuyler,  I'cler  

Burnet,  William  

Monteunicrte.  John  

Van  Dam.  Rip. ........ 

Cosby,  William  

Clarke,  George  

Clarke,  George  

Clintot),  George  , 

Osborne,  Dan  vers  

De  L*ocey,  James  

Hsrdy,  Charles  

De  LuotT,  Imm.  , 

CaUcn,  CMwilMhr. . . 
Coldm.  Cwlwallader. . . 

Monckton,  Robert  

Golden,  Cadwalladcr. . . 

Monckton,  Rolicrt  

Golden,  Cadwallader. . . , 

Moore,  Henry  

Coldcn.  Cadwallader. . . , 

Morray,  John  , 

Tnron,  WSIIiam...  , 

Culdcn,  Cadwallader.  ., 

Tryon,  William  , 

KolxTi>on,  James  

Elliott.  Andiew  , 


Sept.  8, 1664  . 
Aug.  17,  166& 

Aug.  12,  1673. 

Sept  19.  167^ 
N'"V.  10,  1674. 
Nov.  16,  1677. . 
Au^..  7,  1678  .. 
Jan.  1  I'xSi.. 

.\un.  II,  i6b8. . 
Oct.  <}.  1688.  . . 
June  3,  1689. .. 
March  19, 1691. 
July  26.  1601.. 
Aug.  30,  169a. 
Apnl  13,  1698.. 
May  17,  1699. . 
Jdy  341 17«>. . 

Mudi  s,  1701. 

May  19,  17m. . 

May  3.  1702  .. 
LVc.  18,  1708  . 
May  6,  1709  . . 
May  9,  1709. 
May  25,  1709. 
Jooe  1 ,  1 709  . . 
April  10,  1710 
June  14,  1710, 
Time  21,  1719. . 
Sept  17,  1720. . 
April  IS,  1738. 

Jtay  I.  «73«  •  •• 

Aug.  I,  1732... 
March  10,  1736 
Oct.  30,  1736 
Sept.  2,  1743 
OcL  10,  1753  . . 
Oct.  12,  1753  .. 

•*pi.  3.  «755 
Junes,  >757 
Ai^.  4, 1760.  . 
Aug.  8;  1761 ... 
Oct  a6,  1761 . . 
Xov.  18,  1761. , 
June  14,  1762. . 
June  28,  1763. . 
Nov.  13,  1765.. 
Sept.  12,  1769.. 
Oct  19,  1770. . 
July  Q.  1771,.. 
Atirii  7.  1774  ■ 
tunc  28,  1775 
M.ircli  23,  1780. 
April  17.  178J.. 


Time  op 
Skkvice. 


Y. 

M. 

—  - 

D. 

3 

II 

9 

4 

II 

I 

1 

I 

I 

21 

3 

0 

0 

8 

21 

2 

5 

6 

2 

7 

14 

4 

14 

0 

1 

28 

7 

24 

I 

9 

16 

4 

7 

I 

I 

4 

S 

7 

13 

I 

I 

4 

I 

2 

7 

7 

II 

a 

14 

II 

»4 

0 

7 

\i 

4 

18 

16 

6 

10 

9 

2 

4 

9 

0 

J 

1 

2 

26 

7 

6 

28 

3 

2 

16 

1 

1 

0 

3 

7 

9 

0 

7 

20 

10 

2 

10 

t 

8 

2 

I 

10 

21 

1 

9 

0 

3 

3 

1 

1 

0 

S 

A 

7 

23 

S3 

1 

0 

14 

a 

4 

«s 

3 

9 

«9 

t 

I 

7 

8 

30 

2 

8 

28 

3 

21 

4 

8 

2S 

3 

0 

24 

0 

7 

8 

Cokmel  

Sv«  Cohml. ........ 

Council  of  War  

Director-General  

Sir.  KiUj;ht  

Military  Commander.. 

Sir,  Knight...  

Capt.iin  

1'o:miic1  

Sir,  Kiiight   

Major  

Merchant  

Colonel  

.Major  

MiliiMT  (MBGer. 
Eiriof  r  " 


Earl  of 

I  Councilor, 

i  Councilor 

( Councilor 
Lieuienant  ' 
Lord  Cornbocy 
Lord  I»velace. 

Councilor  

Major   

Colonel  

Major  

Councilor. . . .. , 

General ....... 

Councilor  


Mi'd  and  prudent. 
AiUmry  and  oppictsivc 


Frudetit  and  energetic. 
Arhiinfjr  and  odioni. 

Afealtd  ^rnuit, 

l.ibcr.d  and  politic. 
Arrogant  and  selfish. 
Brave,  irascible,  loose  morab. 
Bold,  honest  and  earnest. 
Iniemperale  and  licenliooa. 
Haughty  and  isMlent. 
BtgotetL  weak, 
EneigCPC 

Wise  and  Inie;  firieada 
of  the  people  of  Ae 

Colony. 

Hauchty,  vicious,  .iol 
Weak  and  inactive. 
A  true  patriot. 
Arrogant  and  exacting. 
Vigilant  and  tniaty. 


oompt. 


Lil'ct.il  .iiiil  just. 
Judiiiou^  and  eijuitablc. 


Vain  and  iis<-li-ss. 
Councilor.....  .......  Upri^;hl  and  trustworthy. 

C<donel..  t'liivcrsially  detested. 


Admiral  

Sir,  Baronet. 

I.awyer  

Sir.  Knight., 
Lawyer  


General 


Sir. 
E^'ri'oi 


Military  i  lovernor. 
jMiliiary  Governor. 


Uni 
C« 

Decided  tad  eneiigelic. 

Loyal  and  bfloentlal. 
ScieaHlic,  unpopdar. 
Hooot,  impolitic. 

Loyal,  not  popular. 

Learned,  not  gradona. 
Genial  and  incompetent 
Lacked  popular  sympathy. 

Un'WTupulous  and  infamonn 

l..<>yal.  but  ni>t  |«'{Nilar. 
jl>earned,  e>tccnn-ii,  but  hated* 
|Kcsp«.ctcd,  but  not  Ikived. 

lAmiaNc. 


We  have,  p.irtly  in  order  to  save  space,  given 
the  above  tabular  history  of  the  Colon  al  (Jovernors. 
Dates  often  conflicmiL';  h.iv  been  wriiicn  down 
irom  sources  coDsidered  most  reliable.  So  iar  at 
Albiny  Conntyis  concerned,  there  is  little  more  to 
be  said  about  them.  The  ofTicia!  r.sidcnce  was  in 
New  York  City,  and  they  seldom  came  to  Albany 
except  for  a  recreition  trip,  or  for  making  a  show 
of  their  imporawc^  and  to  receive  demoMtmive 


recognition  from  the  weM-to-do  and  loyal  people 
of  the  second  city  in  their  government.  Go  >d 
policy  made  it  beat  for  them,  sometimes,  to  meet 
the  ladians  here  ia  couiuil,  to  make  presents  and 
have  a  good  talk  with  them.  They  came  with 
pomp,  dressed  in  blue  and  gold  trlmni' d  coals,  with 
gold-laced  hats  and  sh  'wy  ruffl  s.  They  expected 
processions  and  feasiings,  and  every  demonstration 
of  joy  and  respect  from  the  people.  Policy  granted 
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as  niucli;  but  sensible  men  were  glad  when  it  was 
over  and  cxjH.nscs  paid. 

Tbeae  men  were  usually  of  intemperate  and 
KcentioaB  habiti;  of  weak  or  mediocre  talents; 
given  to  their  appetite;  ruled  by  their  mistresses 
and  favorites.  Dissolute  in  morals,  they  were 
oflen  broken  down  in  strength.  They  gave  formal 
atteotioa  to  the  religion  of  the  Church  which  best 
plnied  the  King. 

They  generally  had  no  interest  in  the  welfare  of 
the  people.  All  were  foreign  bom;  most  of  them 
incompetent  pets  or  menihcrs  of  the  I'.n^'lish  aris- 
tocracy. Penniless,  useless  and  dependent  at 
home,  they  were  sent  abroad  to  get  rich  by 
robbing  the  people,  and  to  serve  the  King — whose 
sycophants  they  were — in  any  way  to  please  him 
and  a;:;graiidize  themselves.  They  sought  to  asso- 
ciate with  themselves  the  wealthy  and  influential, 
from  wbom  thejr  received  adnlanon  and  flattoy, 
in  order  to  secure  favors  in  PjMQr  offices,  sen- 
sual pleasures  and  land  grants.  They  kept  aloof  as 
much  .IS  jxisbibic  from  tlie  toiling  people,  and 
asked  of  them  only  taxes  to  pay  exorbitant  salar- 
ies and  cany  oat  sdfish  achcBMa. 

The  powers  of  ttese  Governors  were  legislative 
and  executive.  Outside  their  favorites  they  sought 
no  counsL-l.  Thi-y  liad  to  dn  w  ith  forts,  garrisons 
and  all  military  matters  in  peace  and  war;  with 
keeping  the  Indians  on  good  terms;  with  church 
affairs;  with  the  excise;  with  regulating  trade; 
with  grantmg  lands;  with  appointing  civil  and 
military  officers;  with  weights  an<I  measures;  and 
even  with  licensing  tcactiers  and  midwives  and 
ngoktinf  marriage  and  divorce.  Most  were  in- 
terested specially  in  making  land  grants,  becanae 
most  productive  of  wealth.  No  indtistries  were 
encouraged.  Rents  were  fluctuating;  lands  were 
at  low  value;  trade  was  paralyzed;  taxes  high  and 
oppressive  during  most  of  tMSe  years. 

The  official  tenns  of  bkmC  of  thae  Governors 
were  short,  and  marked  by  few  tncidenti  of  fanpor- 
tance  as  proceeding  from  them.  Tliey  were  often 
recalled  on  account  of  manifest  incompetency  or 
glaring  dishonesty  and  fraud.  In  vain  ue  public, 
aa  they  gladly  saw  the  dqwrtnie  of  a  mUng  gov- 
onor,  hoped  Aat  the  next  wonld  be  a  wiser  and 
better  man. 

The  constant  call  of  the  f>eople  for  something 
beaer  did  not  reach  the  ear  of  royalty  except  to 
irritate  the  selfish  and  heartless  King  or  Governor. 
Despising  the  damoft  of  their  subjects,  they 
ncitiier  attempted  to  soothe  them,  nor  understood 
how  to  do  it.  These  colonial  years  were  years 
of  one  long  and  grievona  cry  for  rdief  from 
bardai%  ior  Maven^wm  fights  Car  wpwaentation 
of  llieir  iMociia.  It  I*  easy  to  tee  what  Albany 
thought  of  tfiaic  matters  by  the  class  of  men  put 
forward  to  direct  public  affairs  at  home,  or  to  rep- 
resent them  in  the  Assemblies  when  they  were 
allowed.  Thoodi  generally  loyal  sabjecia  of  Uie 
government,  at  ue  same  time  they  were  fh'ends  of 
popular  representation  and  the  advancement  of 
the  true  interests  of  the  colony.  Aside  ixom  these 
r«aMik%  we  shall  have  little  to  say  of  iiidivUlaal 
GovoiuNt;  ofsQOuy  nothins. 


There  is  no  doubt  that  the  influence  of  the  Eng- 
lish, p.irt!Lularly  those  from  New  England,  many 
of  whom  resided  in  New  York  City,  at  that  time 
engaged  in  commerce,  had  moch  to  do  with  over- 
riding the  will  of  Peter  Stnyvennt,  and  fcmed  him 
to  a  reluctant  and  bloodless  surrender  of  the  Dutch 
power  in  1664.  These  pe  iple,  tired  of  the  stub- 
bom  tyranny  of  the  intle.xible  old  (iovcmor,  were 
longing  for  the  liberties  allowed  in  New  England. 
They  expected  them  under  Governor  Nicolls,  but 
they  were  disappointed.  His  administration  was 
a  mild  one;  he  did  not  impair  the  city  liberties  of 
Albany,  nor  interfere  with  its  trade.  After  its 
peaceable  surrender,  ."-eptember  24,  1664,  things 
went  on  as  usual.  During  his  time  the  "Duke's 
Laws  "  were  framed,  but  no  popular  representa- 
tive \vjs  .illitwcd;  no  new  fr.inchises  conceded.  It 
wa:i  decided  that  the  Dutch  patents  must  be  re- 
newed aa  invalid,  bringing  wealth  to  the  Governor 
by  his  enormous  fees  for  granting  new  titles.  The 
Mohawks  made  a  fearful  raid  into  Canada  in  1666, 
which  the  Fknnch  returned.  But  the  cokwusls  hnd 
peace. 

The  odious  Lovelace  listened  to  nothing  askod 
by  the  people.  He  told  them  that  their  bnsinesa 
was  to  work  and  pay  their  taxes.  He  orda«d 
their  remonstrance  to  be  burned  by  the  common 
hangman.  His  term  came  to  a  sudden  end. 
New  Yofk  was  retaken  by  a  Dotdl  fleet  without 
firing  a  gun.  Lovelace  was  away  enjoying  his 
ease ;  while  Captain  John  Manning,  in  chajge  of 
Fort  James,  probably  for  a  bribe,  surrcntiercd 
August  9,  1673,  at  the  first  summons.  The  dis- 
appointed Dutch  were  willing.  No  one  caitd  «E- 
cept  the  King  and  his  loyal  adberenta 

Anthony  Q>lve,  who  was  made  Director-General, 
took  possession.  Old  titles  and  officers  were  re- 
stored. Albany  surrendered  to  the  new  govern- 
ment Fort  Albany  was  named  Fort  Nassau,  and 
the  village  of  Bevenwyck  was  called  Willemstadt. 
The  Reformed  Church  was  specially  protected 
while  other  religions  were  tolerated,  .^ndries 
Draeyer  was  made  Commandant  of  the  Fort. 
Gerrit  Van  Slechtenhorst,  Comelis  Van  Dyck, 
David  Schuyler  and  Peter  Bofardna  weve  made 
Schepens  of  the  vDh^te,  and  Martin  Gcttilsea, 
Pieter  Vounen,  and  Hendfi^  Van  Ness,  Sdiqpcna 
of  Rensselaerwyck. 

But  the  restored  Dutch  dynasty  was  brieC  At 
this  time  En^and  and  Holland  wera  at  war. 
Peace  was  settled  at  Westminster,  and  Governor 

Colve  fornially  gave  over  the  New  Netherlands  atui 
its  dependencies  to  Governor  Andros,  representing 
his  Britannic  Majesty,  November  10,  1674,  ana 
EogUsh  rule  was  restored  bdore  the  Dutdi  qMcm 
had  fiuriy  begun  again.  Duke  Janes  took  out  a 
new  patent  to  save  all  controversy  in  relation 
to  his  title  in  America,  and  the  old  names  of  vil- 
lages and  forts  were  restored. 

Andros  held  sway  over  a  colony  of  unsubmissive 
subjects;.  He  filled  his  portion  ss  Governor  about 
five  years  and  a  half  in  all,  and  never  secured  con- 
fidence and  respect.  He  \'isited  Albany  in  1675 
and  instituted  a  court  to  hold  sessions  eveiy  yctt; 
bcjginning  in  Jua^  to  dsdde  dvil  catMt  uder 
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500  guilders.  Robert  Livingston  was  clerk  of  this 
court.  He  established  the  Board  of  Indian  Cotn- 
miSBionen.  In  his  time  tbe  bloody  Kiqg  Philips 
Warmn  raging  in  Masnchmetts,  which  bronght 

great  alarm  lo  Albany  and  Rensselaerwyck.  He 
also  made  a  new  treaty  with  the  Mohawks  in 
August,  1675,  to  foil  the  designing  intrigues  of 
ttie  French  Jesuits  with  this  tribe.  At  a  second 
visit,  in  Pebraary,  1676,  it  was  feond  that  the  Mo- 
hawks ha<l  just  returneil  from  a  surccssfiil  attack 
on  King  Philip's  Indians,  and  thus  allayetl  the  fears 
of  the  people  of  Albany.  They  had  no  trouble 
with  Fbilip,  and  rendered  no  aid  to  their  New 
England  neighbon  in  this  direfiil  ww. 

This  year  the  oIi!  fort  was  so  dilapidated  that  it 
was  deserted — a  new  stockaded  one,  by  order  of 
Governor  Andros,  having  been  built  near  the  pres- 
ent site  of  St.  Peter's  Church,  so  as  to  ddend 
and  command  the  whole  town  of  Albany.  It  had 
iirar  bastions  and  room  f  ir  twciiiy-four  puns.  It 
was  occupied  in  June,  lu  (.nmniand  of  Captain 
Sflvester  Salisbury.  During  his  time  he  was  fre- 
quently called  upon  in  settling  church  difficulties 
at  Albiiny,  and  settlmg  Indian  qaestiom,  which  he 
generally  adjusted  acceptably,  .\ndros  was  loyal 
to  his  King,  but  oppressive.  In  i6b9,  he  was  ar- 
rested in  Boston  by  the  people, confined  inlbefiNti 
and  his  under  officers  shipped  to  England. 

Dongan  caUed  die  first  representative  Aasembly, 
which  met  at  Fort  James,  October  17,  i^8  r  The 
names  of  the  two  members  from  .•Mbany  and  two 
from  Rensselaerwyck  are  not  known.  This  Assem- 
bly adopted  a  chvier  of  liberties,  and  divided  the 
province  into  coanties,  as  stated  in  another  part  of 
this  volume.  During  his  time,  the  claim  of  the 
Patro<m  over  the  territory  i>f  .-\ltiany,  neglected  by 
Andros,  was  adjusted  amicably  and  wisely,  and 
Albany  received  its  city  charter  July  tt,  1686. 
King  Charles  II  died  Febniaty  16,  1685,  and 
James  II,  Diske  of  York,  .\!bany  and  Ulster,  the 
King's  brother,  and  proprietor  ot  New  York  and 
dependencies,  became  King  of  Kngland.  His  rule 
was  hckle  and  arbitrary.  The  wishes  of  the  people 
were  not  regarded  by  liin.  Dongan,  though  not 
in  sympathy  in  religious  views  with  a  majority  of 
the  people,  was  a  man  of  moderation  and  gende 
manners,  and  attended  faithfully  to  the  interests 
of  the  colony  in  the  matters  of  tbe  French,  who 
were  still  endeavoring,  by  religious  influence,  to 
seduce  the  Mohawks.  He  visited  the  new  city 
several  times,  and  advanced  its  policy  by  good 
Counsel  and  good  aj)poinlments.  There  was  some 
feeling  against  him,  chiefly  on  account  of  his  reli- 
gion, at  a  time  of  less  lib^lity  dum  now. 

King  James  was  forced  to  abdicate  his  throne, 
and  William  III  was  proclaimed  King,  February 
16,  1689.  Mary,  a  Protestant  sister  of  James,  was 
bis  wife,  and  Queen.  This  event  led  to  great  ex- 
citement Uirougfaout  the  colony,  particularly  in 
New  York  and  Albany.  The  government  and  peo- 
ple of  this  city  hailed  the  news  of  a  new  King  and 
Queen  with  great  demonstrations  of  j<iv.  They  met 
on  the  1st  of  July,  1689,  at  the  City  Hall,  and  with 
*'y*  greatest  solemnity  that  could  be  iiwd  in  so 
wort  •time''  naidMd  to  th«  For^  whtre  pidilic 


proclamation  was  made  in  English  and  Dutch, 
guns  fired,  and  loud  acclamations  of  "  God  save 
King  William  and  Queen  Mary,"  were  made,  con- 
dumng  with  the  "  Ringing  of  y*  Bell,  Bonfyres, 
fyreworks,  and  all  6"  Demonstrations  of  joy." 

The  a.ssumption  of  authority  by  Jacob  Leisler,  a 
merchant  and  militia  captain  of  New  York  City, 
made  much  trouble  in  Albany.  He  held  his  posi- 
tion widi  the  approval  of  the  people.  The  aristoc- 
racy were  opposed  to  him  as  a  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  the  Province.  He  was  acting  governor 
for  the  time.    Lieutcnanl-GuvLTnor  Nicholson  had 

Ene  to  England,  and  the  colony  had  no  governor, 
isler  may  lutve  been  ambiUous,  bat  he  was  honest 
and  patriotic.  He  was  brave  and  popular.  It  was 
his  purpose  lo  give  up  the  trust  committed  him  by 
the  people  as  sixjn  as  a  Governor  appointed  by 
William  and  Manr  should  reach  New  York. 
Meanwhile  he  proffered  aid  to  protect  the  frpn tiers 

at  Alhanv  and  Sclieneetady,  now  in  danger  of  in- 
vasion from  the  French  and  Indians,  and  claimed 
possession  of  the  fort  at  Albany  and  recognition  of 
his  right  to  command.  He  sent  his  son>in-law, 
Jacob  milboine,  to  persuade  the  people  of  Albany 
to  yield  to  Leisler's  government.  .Some  of  the 
people  looked  favorably  u])<>n  the  matter.  Hut  the 
city  government  regarded  the  course  of  Leisler  and 
Mtllwme  as  without  authority  of  WilUam  and  Mary, 
and  Aerefore  seditions.  Tlw  Mayor,  Fieter  Schuy- 
ler, look  charge  of  the  fort,  and  successfully  resisted 
all  attempts  of  Milborne  and  his  troops,  who  had 
been  sent  up  from  New  York  for  that  purpose,  to 
take  possession  of  it.  The  citizens  were  divided 
in  tlieir  sympathies.  They  sent  ibr  aid  to  Con- 
necticut, and  aid  came;  to  M.issachuselts,  and  they 
were  advised  to  yield  to  Leisler  and  have  peace. 
This  they  did,  because  of  their  fear,  especially  after 
the  burning  of  Schenectady,  of  invasion  and  devas- 
tation. Lebler  at  once  prepared  lor  ddienae,  and 
sent  forces,  made  up  of  friendly  Indians,  soldiers 
of  Albany  County  and  from  Connecticut,  against 
Canada.  The  latter,  to  the  disgust  of  leisler,  re- 
lumed August  20,  1690,  having  seen  no  enemy  and 
effocied  nothing.  Lmler  imprisoned  the  com- 
mander of  the  expedition,  Genera!  Winthiop,  of 
Connecticut,  and  some  other  olficers;  established  a 
local  government  for  the  City  and  Couniy  of  .-M- 
bany,  to  control  affairs,  and  returned  to  New  York 
(it).  The  city  was  in  great  fear  and  disquiet 
during  the  winter  of  1690-91. 

( iovcrnorSloughter  came  with  a  commission  from 
the  Ciown,  March  19,  1691.  Leisler  readily  yield- 
ed the  authority,  claimed  as  from  tbe  people.  He 
wasno  usurper.  But  the  aristocratic  hater*  of  popu- 
lar rule  were  not  satisfied.  They  caused  the  im- 
mediate arrestof  Leisler  and  Milborne,  and  had 
them  ca.st  in  prison,  tried  and  convicted  i  n  the 
charge  of  treason.  Sloughter,  during  a  drunken 
debund),  signed  the  sentence  of  execution,  and 
thev  were  hat^g^  May  16,  1691.  Histor}-  writes 
the  ae'.iirs  In  this  malicious  murder  as  traitors 
against  freedom  and  humanity. 

Governor  Fletcher,  one  of  the  most  arrogant  and 
covetous  of  tbe  Governors,  visited  Albany  as  most 
of  the  Govcroon  didi  10  diifiqr  Ui  tvilMciqri  wid 
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to  hold  a  meeting  with  the  Sachems.  He  planned 
in  1693,  at  this  d^,  an  unsuccessful  expedition 
•gafawt  Cuiada.    His  dishonest  condoc^  eq>eciall7 

in  the  matter  of  givinj^  grants  of  land  to  his  favorites, 
caused  him  to  be  recalled  in  disgrace,  lioastful  of 
military  skill,  he  was  cowardly  and  imbecile  in 
action.  A  iiater  of  all  religion,  he  wm  a  professed 
Episcopalian,  and  made  himself  odions  bjr  an 

endeavor  to  make  it  the  only  sect  recofjnized  hy 
the  State  and  supported  hy  general  uix.  The  brief 
terms  of  the  Earl  of  Bcllomont  were  those  of  judi- 
cious managemenL  Tber  embraced  the  period  of 
the  liunons  piracy  of  William  Kidd.  Lord  Com- 
bury  lefl  a  record  of  unscrupulous  villainy  and 
licentiousness  that  puts  liis  name  in  lasting  con- 
tempt Governor  Hunter  promoted  the  immigra- 
tion of  the  Palatinates^  kept  peace  with  the  Indians, 
and  enoonn^ed  impravcnents. 

novenior  Burnet  was  interested  in  regulating  trade 
Willi  Canada;  in  cultivating  friendly  relations  with 
the  Indians;  and  making  forts  and  other  defenses 
more  secure.  Coabj  was  narrow  in  bis  prejudices 
and  a  petty  tyrant  The  ibnons  Zenger  Kbd  case 
occurred  in  his  time,  in  1734.  His  triumph  has 
been  called  "the  Morning  Star  of  the  Revolution." 
It  was,  at  least,  one  of  the  stars.  Governor  Clarke's 
administiation  covers  the  diaKiaceful  negro  plot  of 
1741,  c(|tta]  in  Ibliyto  tiie  Salem  witehcnut  Gm- 
emor  Qtnton's  long  term  was  not  successful  in  pleas- 
ing the  people.  He  was  afraid  to  displease  King 
George,  and  all  his  attempts  in  public  matters 
displayed  ignorance  and  timidity.  Saratoga  was  de- 
stroyed by  the  Fkendi  and  Indians  in  1747. 

d  n  crnor  lames  Dc  T^inccy  was  a  man  of  liberal 
culture,  an  able  lawyer,  a  French  ProtOtUlt  and 


a  Loyalist.  He  understood  the  people  and  did  not 
boldly  oppose  them.  He  was  President  of  the  no- 
table CanventioQ  held  at  Albany  in  1754.  Cadwal- 

I  lader  Golden,  who,  as  President  of  the  Council  and 

j  Lieutenant-Governor,  attended  lu  tlic  alTair-;  of  the 
province  several  years,  and  most  of  the  time  indeed 

I  between  1760  and  1774)  was  a  friend  of  the  in* 
teiestsofthecolony,  asheiegaidedlfaem.  As  sur- 
veyor he  did  much  in  the  settlement  of  land  qucs- 

I  lions.  Hut  his  inflexible  adherence  to  the  Knglish 
government,  his  decided  want  of  sympathy  with  pop- 
ular feeling  of  the  tim^  made  him  odious  and  bis  sit- 
uation unpleasant   Governor  Golden  had  his  Maj- 

'  estv's  service  sincerely  at  heart,  and  looked  upon  all 
as  rebels  who  questiunetl  its  wisdom.  He  was  con- 
fident that  all  men  of  property  and  all  pious  people 
1  who  had  not  been  poisoned  against  the  King  by 
I  tiie  Boston  party  would  be  true  to  him.  He  was, 
no  doubt,  honest  in  his  sentiments.  He  was  often 
at  .•\lliany,  and  was  ijuite  actively  interested  in 
his  efforts  to  force  the  Green  Mountain  Boys  to 
submit  to  the  government  of  New  York.  He  in- 
■uMed  upon  Connecticut  Riirer  as  tfie  eastern  bound- 
ary of  this  colony.  Sir  Henry  Mooie  Spent  much 
of  his  time  socially  at  Albany.  The  most  marked 
feature  of  his  brief  administration  was  his  regrant- 
ing  of  the  townships  in  the  New  Hampshire  Grants, 
as  a  part  of  Vemont  was  tlien  called,  and  the  ex- 
action of  large  fees  for  these  unjust  transactions. 
William  IVyon  served  his  King  well,  and  inflicted 
all  the  injuries  he  could  upon  tlie  patriots  of  the 
revolutionary  period,  both  before  and  after  the 
dedaiBtiaii  of  independence. '  He  ivaa  die  last  of 
the  royal  Govcraon,  and  vent  back  to  England  In 
178a 


THE  COLONIAL  MILITARY  AFFAIRS  AND  WARS  IN 

ALBANY  COUNTY. 


THE  storms  of  rude  war  were  ever  beating  about 
Albany  during  iis  colonial  liistoiy.   It  was  a 
city  always  under  arms.  Here  were  stockaded  forts 

and  garrisons.  S<:>ldicrs  were  often  billeted  upon 
the  people;  military  parade  was  frequent;  the  vices 
of  (he  camp  were  seen  in  the  sticet  and  carried 
their  influence  into  fiimilies.  Here  wti  constant 
fear — fear  of  foreign  foes,  of  treacherom  savages, 
and  of  the  very  soldiers  vho  wers  Sent  heie  to  pro- 
tect life  and  liberty. 

We  (HOpose  to  give  enough  of  the  history  of 
these  wars  to  show  the  relations  which  the  County 
of  Albany  sustained  to  them;  the  state  of  the  pul^ 
lii  mind;  the  condition  of  the  military  service;  and 
in  general,  what  was  done  or  f  urne  in  Albany  by 
its  inhabitants  or  the  soldiers  who  centered  here. 

The  French  in  Canada  had  much  reason  for 
unfriendly  feelings  towards  the  Mohawks  dwelling 
along  the  Mohawk  River,  in  fortified  castles, 
approaching  Albany.    They  were  jealous  of  the 


Dutch  and  the  English,  becaoM  theae  Indians  were 
OB  tems  of  ami^  and  ooBamerae  wiifa  them;  and 
there  were  suspicions  that  some  of  the  hoidle 

deeds  of  these  savages  were  prompted  by  their 
rival  traders  at  Albany.  Hence,  Albany  was  in 
great  fear  of  the  French  and  their  Adirondack 
allies.  We  give  the  following  acooant  of  the  first 
experiences  which  our  city  nad  of  these  Fyendt 
invaders,  in  the  language  of  the  times. 

In  February,  1 666,  Monsieur  Courcelles,  Gover- 
nor of  Canada,  made  an  unsiicce!«sful  ezpediiioQ 
against  the  Mohawks^  coming  unwitt:iigly  "within 
two  miles  of  a  small  village  called  Schenectade, 
lying  in  the  woods  beyond  Fort  .\lbany  in  the 
tcrriloryes  of  his  Koyall  Highness.  He  fell  into 
an  arnbuth  and  lost  some  of  his  men.  Seven  who 
were  womutod  weresent  the  nest  day  to  the  villaRe, 
where  thev  were  carefully  drest  and  sent  to  Albany.. 

The  Dutch  bores  carryed  to  the  camp  such  provis- 
ions as  tliey  had,  and  were  too  well  paid  for  it^ 
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especially  peaz  and  bread,  ofwch.  a  good  ijuantity  | 
was  bnught.  He  inquire<l  what  garrison  or  fort 
was  at  Albany.  'Twas  told  him  a  Captain  and  60  1 
Knglish  Soldyers  with  9  pieces  of  ordinance  in  a 
aroall  fort  of  foure  Baationa^  and  that  the  caMain 
thereof,  Capt.  Baker,  had  sent  for  ao  men  mm 
annother  garrison  of  the  King'.s  at  Sopcs." 

During  the  dire  war  of  King  Philip,  1674-76, 
when  New  Kngland  settlements  were  kept  in  con- 
tinual alarm  by  the  wanton  cnieltiea  of  the  Indiuu, 
the  settlers  had  no  help  from  New  York  except 
what  was  rendered  by  Mohawk  raid  against 
Philip.  For  two  years,  wherever  were  white  set- 
tlements in  the  valleys  of  New  Kngland,  there  were 
oonfosion,  desolation  and  death.  Thejr  defended 
their  own  homes;  they  fought  their  own  battles. 

Governor  Andros  officially  reports  in  1678: 
"The  Militia  is  about  i,ooo,  of  wch.  about  140 
horse  in  three  troops  die  fiwt  formed  in  Com- 
panyei^  moat  under  ico  mat  each,  all  indiffer- 
ently armed  with  fire-armes  of  all  sizes,  ordered  and 
exercized  according  to  law,  and  arr  good  firemen. 
One  standing  company  of  bouldiers  with  gunners 
and  other  ofiicere  for  the  fforts  New  York  and 
Albany  alwayes  victnaUed  in  October  and  Novem- 
ber for  a  year."  He  adds:  "Albany  is  a  small, 
long  stockaded  fort  with  foure  bastions  in  il^  la 
gunns,  suQicicnt  ag'  Indians." 

Governor  Dongan  in  1687,  r^rts  to  the  Con- 
mittee  of  Trade: 

"At  Albany  there  !s  a  Fort  made  of  pine  trees, 
fift'?en  foirt  high,  and  fool  over,  with  Batterys  and 
coiucnienccs  made  fur  men  to  walk  about,  where 
arc  nine  guns,  small  arms  for  forty  men,  four  fiarrila 
of  powder  with  great  and  small  Sbott  in  prapor- 
tiun.  The  Timber  and  Boards  being  rotten  were 
renewed  this  year.  In  my  opinion  it  \>  ere  l  etter 
that  fort  were  built  up  of  btone  and  Lime  which 
will  not  be  double  the  charge  of  fldt  years  repair, 
which  yet  will  not  hut  above  6  or  7  years  before  it 
will  reqnire  the  like  again,  wheieas  on  the  con- 
trary, were  it  built  of  I.ime  and  Stunc  it  may  bee 
far  more  easily  maintained.  And  truly  its  very  ne- 
cessary to  have  a  Fort  there,  it  bting  a  fifonticr 
place  both  to  the  Indians  and  French. 

On  Friday,  September  9,  16S7,  information  being 
received  by  Governor  Dungan  and  Council,  "TTiat 
y*  ffrench  at  Canada  are  providing  1,500  pairs  of 
Snowshews;"  it  wasordmd  "that  the  Mayor  and 
Magistiaus  of  Albany  send  orden  to  the  five  Na- 
tions to  bring  Doon  their  Wives,  children  and  old 
men  least  y*  ffiench  come  uppon  them  in  the 
Winter,  and  none  stay  in  the  Castles  but  y*  young 
men."  Un  the  next  Sunday,  September  I Ito,  it  is 
Stated  that  "letters  from  Albany  giving  aooonnt 
that  the  people  there  are  in  ip-eat  consternation 
thro'  apprehension  tint  \'  f^rem  h  will  come  doun 
uppon  them  this  winter,"  Whereupon  it  was  "  re- 
solved, that  every  tenth  man  of  all  y*  Militia  troups 
and  Companys  within  the  Piovince,  Except  those 
that  were  out  jr*  last  yeare  a  whaling,  be  drawn ' 
out  to  go  up  hither." 

In  1689,  Chevalier  de  Callieres,  Governor  of 
Montreal  and  Commander  of  the  Troops  and 
Militia  of  Canada,  planned  an  expedition  of  s,ooo 


I  men  against  Orange  (Albany)  and  Manathe 
(New  York).  He  writes:  "The  plan  is  to  go 
I  straight  to  Orange,  the  most  advanced  toun  of 
New  York,  one  hundred  leagnet  fiom  Montreal, 
which  I  would  undertake  to  cany,  and  to  proceed 
dience  to  seise  Manathe,  the  capital  of  that  colony, 
situated  on  the  Sea  Side."   He  designed  to  take  his 

Kicked  soldiers  by  canoes  and  flat  batteaiu,  by 
lichelien  River  and  Lake  Champlain ;  thence  to 
march  along  the  Hudson  direct  to  Albany,  pillag- 
ing by  the  way.  Of  Albany,  he  says,  "The  town 
is  about  as  large  as  Montreal,  surrounded  by  pic- 
quets,  at  one  end  of  which  is  an  Eartlien  Fort  de- 
fended by  palisades  ft  consisting  of  four  small 
bastions.  There  is  •  fanisoa  of  150  men  of  three 
companies  in  the  fort,  and  some  small  pieces  of 
cannon.  Said  town  of  Oranpe  may  contain  about 
150  houses  and  300  inhabitants,  capable  ol  bearing 
arms,  the  majority  of  whom  are  Dutd),  and  sone 
French  Refuses  with  some  English. 

"After  having  invested  the  town  and  summoned 
it  to  surrender  with  promise  not  to  pillage  if  it 
capitulate,  I  propose,  in  case  of  resistance,  to  cut 
or  bum  the  palisades  in  order  to  afford  an  opening, 
and  enter  then,  sword  in  band,  and  seise  tne  fort 
These  being  only  14  feet  high  can  be  easily  es- 
caladed  by  means  of  the  conveniences  we  shall  find 
when  masters  of  the  town,  or  by  blowing  in  the 
gate  with  a  few  petards  or  two  small  field  pieoo^ 
which  ma^  be  of  use  to  me,  and  1  shall  find  means 
of  conveying  there. 

".\ftcr  I  shall  have  become  master  of  the  town 
and  fort  of  Orange,  which  I  expect  to  achieve  be- 
fore the  English  can  afford  it  any  succor,  my  inten- 
ticm  is  to  leave  a  force  of  aoo  men  in  the  fort  with 
sufficient  supplies,  which  I  sbtll  Ibid  fa  the  city, 
and  to  disarm  all  the  inhtbiHats. 

"  I  shall  seize  all  the  barks,  batteaux,  and  canoes 
that  are  at  Orange,  to  embark  my  force  on  the  river, 
which  is  navigable  down  to  Manathe,  and  I  shall 
embailc  with  the  troops  the  neceaiary  provisions 
and  ammunition,  and  some  pieces  of  cannon  to  he 
taken  from  Fort  Orange  to  ser\'e  in  the  attack  on 
Manathe." 

But  bis  plana  fiuled.  He  never  reached  Albany. 
The  wars  of  the  English  colonial  period  were 

not  provoked  by  any  indiscretions  of  the  colonists. 
I'hey  weie  not  originated  by  them  nor  in  their 
intenst  Tbey  were  forced  upon  them  by  the 
Eniopean  jKovemment  in  die  supposed  interest  of 
the  King,  for  the  increase  of  his  wealth  and  power; 
or  for  some  petty  cajirice;  or  for  keeping  the  sol- 
diers and  the  people  occupied  in  other  matters  than 
in  meddling  ^dt  the  {mrogativcs  of  kings  and 
govcnon;  The  colonists  preferred  the  peacefiil 
ponniits  of  industry.  In  war  these  were  endan- 
gered. In  war  their  settlements  were  liable  to 
pit  age ;  their  homes  to  murders  and  burnings; 
their  every  interest  to  mtn.  They  were  to  do  the 
Aghting,  endure  the  suffering  aud  pay  the  expenses 
of  thesis  wars.  TUs  chiefly,  and  gain  nothing. 
In  all  these  wars  the  northern  American  colonies 
suffered,  some  of  them  greatly.  Of  New  England 
this  remark  is  especially  Irne;  Its  whole  northern 
frontier  without  defensei^  was  eq^oaed  to  sadden 
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invasion  from  the  savage.  It  had  no  well  defended 
Ibrti,  bat  it  had  many  growmg  villages  and  many 
hrm-lKMtae^  filled  iritn  valuable  booty  for  the 

plundering  Indian.  The  blood-curdlinp  storj"  of 
iheir  cruellies  has  been  read  in  every  lamily.  They 
were  encouraged  in  their  deeds  ot  cruelty  by  the 
Canadian  French,  a  race  with  whose  trade;,  poll- 
tiG%  and  reKgion  die  English  had  no  comnon 
Ijmpathies  and  interests.  Be^ide^  murder  and  out- 
rage, many  wf)inen  and  children  were  led  to  a 
captivity  woise  than  death.  All  small  articles  of 
worth  that  could  sell  for  what  the  Indian  valued 
more,  wck  carried  awajand  sold.  Silver  spoons 
and  plates  taken  as  plunder  from  New  England 
homts,  were  offered  for  sale  by  these  savages,  not 
only  in  Montre.il  and  Quebec,  but  in  Albany  and 
Schenecudy.  Although  the  Indians  disliked  all 
Eurupeins,  they  hated  the  English  ccrfonisti  of 
New  England  mo.st.  Their  farms  spoiled  their 
hunting  grounds,  and  their  increase  crowded  out 
the  Indians.  Then  the  Indian  had  not  forgotten 
the  Pequod,  King  Philip^  and  other  early  destruc- 
tive wars.  The  less  aggrearive  and  more  seductive 
French  jileased  them  better.  The  Iroquois  were 
less  friendly  to  the  French.  Chimplain  had  taken 
sides  with  their  Algonquin  foe  ;  and  they  iiad  made 
terms  of  amity  and  trade  with  the  early  Dutch  and 
later  English.  They  had  (alien  npon  La  Qiine  in 
Canada,  and  committed  terrible  massacre,  and  done 
them  all  the  mischief  they  could,  in  sundr)  places 
and  at  sundry  times.  Later,  some  of  the  Mohawks 
were  seduced  by  French  Jesuits,  settled  in  Canada, 
and  took  aides  against  ibnr  old  friends.  But  most 
of  these  people  were  true  to  the  Dutch  and  the 
English  during  the  whole  colonial  period,  and  took 
sides  with  the  Toric-.s  during  the  Revolulion,  except- 
ing a  pan  of  the  Oneidas  who  had  been  brought 
under  the  influence  of  R«v.  Samnd  Kirklaadi  • 
New  Eo^and  miasioDaiy. 

During  the  French  and  Indian  w.irs  in  tlie  eight- 
eenth century,  New  York  was  the  only  nortlicrn  col- 
ony which  was  virtually  oninjared.  Its  territory  was 
not  invaded  ;  few  of  its  men  went  into  the  ser\icc. 
Farms  continued  to  be  taken  up  ;  trade  prospered 
about  as  usual. 

Albany'  County  was  subject  to  alarms,  but  it  had 
no  invasions.  It  bad  forts  and  garrisons,  and  many 
wise  and  prudent  citizens  to  see  that  the  suf* 
fered  no  detriment. 

There  was  contention  among  themselves  as  to 
matters  of  policy  in  government ;  there  were  social 
distinctions ;  there  were  cliques  and  parties.  The 
Conservatives,  the  Loyalists,  and  the  claimants  for 
the  rights  of  the  people  for  popular  representative 
government,  were  all  bus).  There  were  brains 
and  mediocrity;  wealth  and  poverty.  But  all 
agreed  that  wars  were  a  Iwraiy  not  to  be  desired. 

Albany  was  the  great  center  of  trade  to  these 
Iroquois.  Here  they  often  met  in  business  and  in 
council.  Here  they  had  many  friends.  They  had 
here  bought  many  valued  trinkets,  received  many 
politic  courtesies  and  presents,  and  had  many  a 
drunken  carousal.  Tlicy  bad  seen  AliMn/s  Ibrt 
and  stockades. 


This  statement  is  given  to  explain  why  this  city, 
during  ^  tbe  waj%  suffered  no  ravages  from  the 
Indians,  who  long  remember  favors  and  never 
rush  into  seen  dangers. 

The  story  of  the  burning  of  Schenectady  has 
been  told  a;;ain  and  attain.  It  is  given  in  detail 
in  the  history  of  that  county.  We  need  not  repeat 
it  It  shows  the  character  of  the  Frendi  andf  In> 
dian  mode  of  waiiare  at  that  lime. 

KING  WILLIAirS  WAR. 

James  II,  ones  Dake  of  York  and  Albany,  and 

proprietor  of  the  Colony  of  New  York,  was  a  Ro- 
man Catholic.  While  he  was  not  generous  to 
the  territory  named  after  him,  he  was  especially 
cruel  to  New  England.  He  became  so  odious  at 
home  diat  he  was  driven  from  his  throne,  and 
succeeded  by  William,  Stadtholder  of  Holland  and 
Prince  of  Orange,  who  had  married  Mary,  eldest 
child  and  Prole>tant  daughter  of  James.  In  No- 
vember, 1688,  William  and  Mar^  landed  in  Eng- 
land and  were  proclaimed  jomt  sovereigns  in 
February,  1689.  This  was  an  era  in  English 
liberty.  Poor  Janus  fled  to  Louis  XIV,  Catholic 
Kini,'  of  France,  who  espoused  his  cause.  This 
brought  on  open  hostilities  between  England  and 
France,  which  eitended  to  the  American  colonics, 
and  led  to  those  seven  years  of  dire  conflict  known 
as  "King  William's  War,"  extending  from  1689 
to  the  treaty  of  Ryswick,  in  Holland,  1697. 

There  were  constant  fears  in  Albany.  The 
Indians  wete  known  to  be  treacherous  and  re- 
vengeful. They  were  on  every  side,  and  often  in 
the  city,  or  very  near  it.  In  considerable  force.  The 
jealous  French  were  using  their  influence  .ic.unst 
the  Dutch  and  English,  especially  those  of  Albany, 
because  of  their  advanuge  in  trade.  They  feared 
the  Iroquois,  and  wished,  by  cunning  art,  to  gain 
them  to  their  interests ;  they  hated  them,  and 
wisheii  to  jinni^ili  tln-m  fur  some  remembered  cruel- 
ties ;  and  the  English  and  French  in  Europe  never 
loved  each  other. 

To  keep  the  Indians  on  good  terms  with  the 
English,  and  in  fighting  trim  against  the  French, 
it  seemed  necessary  for  every  ( lovernor  to  meet  their 
Sachems  at  Albany,  have  a  talk,  and  make  presents. 
This  was  eqwdallf  impoitant  when  waia  were 
impending. 

The  importance  of  Albany  to  the  English  crown 
is  strikingly  ^ct  f  >ith  by  Governor  Skraghtsf,  on 
the  eve  of  King  William's  war. 

The  preservation  of  Albany  was  regarded  as  of 
great  importance  as  being  the  only  bulwark  and 
safeguard  of  the  King's  government  on  the  fron- 
tiers of  the  colony.  S.iys  Governor  Sloughter: 
"If  the  French  should  as3.iult  and  gain  Albany,  all 
the  English  colonies  on  both  sides  of  us  would  bo 
endangered.  For  we  have  nothing  but  that  place 
that  keeps  our  Indians  steady  to  us,  and  die  loss 
of  that  must  be  the  hws  of  all  the  King's  Interest  on 
this  continent " 

But  war  had  bc«u ;  something  must  be  dan& 

A  meeting  was  held  at  Albanr,  November  S4, 
1689,  at  which  were  present:  "Y'Commiasionen 
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for  y*  Citty  and  Ci-unty  of  Alb  advysinj,'  with 
Sundrey  oflicers  of  y'  Militia  There,  where  upon  It 
is  Resolved  That  y*  following  Personet  be  commis- 
sionated,  vizt. :  Captain  Jodbim  Stacts  Comdr.  of 
Fort  Orange  always  to  keep  under  command  in  s"* 
f(irt  sixty  iiKii.  Liciii.  Jonathan  wrigt;  Ens:  John 
Hater.  For  the  city  of  albany,  Pieter  minne,  Toune 
Major,  Capt  Johannis  wendel,  Melgeit  Wyiuuits, 
£d8  :  Regnier  Barent»c,  Capt  Pieter  van  waggden. 
Lfift.  RobL  Sanders,  Ens:  Joh:  Rieeker,  Jiin' 
Capt.  I!.imct  I.iewis.  I-eift.  Marte  Klock,  Ens.  For 
the  County  of  Albany,  CapL  Martin  gerritse,  LieuL 
Evert  d'Kidder,  Ens :  Zymon  v^n  ness,  Capt  Alex- 
ander glen,  Leift.  Johannis  glen,  Ens:  douwc  Au- 
1(U8,  Capt.  Johannis  Sensing,  Lcifi  Andries  Bar- 
rentae,  Kns.  Johannis  Janse. 

"Ordered  That  y'  aforesaid  Commissionated  offi- 
cers now  are  Established,  and  tihall  from  this  time 
fonh  Kemaine  and  be  in  full  Power  Ay*  Authority, 
ft  y*  Anthority  for  y*  Militia  of  this  ft  County, 
Til  act  i^"  (u  due  in  ail  niattL-rs  and  things  relating 
Militaiie  affiiires,  according  to  y'  Rules  &  dcci- 
plincof  war,  until,  further  order  from  his  Majestie 
King  William  of  England,  Scodand,  Ficncb  ft 
Ireland,  ftc." 

■'In  1^189,"  says  Broadhead,  in  his  history  of 
the  J^tate,  "the  City  of  Albany  was  not  much  more 
than  a  laige  atocliaded  villa^^e,  of  which  the  two 
chief  streets  crossed  each  other  at  right  angles. 
The  one,  'Handdaer's  Straat,'  or  Market  street, 
tan  nearly  north  and  south,  skirting  the  river,  pro- 
verbially apt  to  overflow  its  banks  in  times  of  great 
floods. 

The  other,  running  about  east  and  west,  a  little 
way  up  a  steep  hill,  was  calletl  '  Yonkheer's  Straat,' 
now  known  as  ■'■^tatc  street. 

"About  half  way  up  the  hill  stood  the  fort,  just 
outside  one  of  the  dty  gatca." 

At  this  time  Albany  was  the  center  of  the  great  in- 
ternal traffic  of  the  province  with  the  Indians.  Her 
importance  was  second  only  to  that  of  the  metrop- 
olis, and  her  city  officers  always  maintained  their 
official  dignity  and  their  loyalty  to  the  (Juvernment. 

In  a  Report  on  the  State  of  the  Militia  in  tlieir 
Majesties  Province  of  New  York,  made  in  April, 
1693,  by  Governor  Fletcher: 

"The  Militia  of  the  County  of  Albany,  com- 
manded by  Malor  Peter  Scbtqrler,  being  five  com- 
panies of  Foot  and  one  Troop  of  Horse,  now 
formed  into  Dragoons  by  the  Governor,  consisting 
of  359.  '    The  asfgregatc  in  the  Province  was  2,932. 

"In  the  List  of  the  Officets  of  the  Militia  in  the 
Province  of  New  York,"  made  in  November,  1700, 
in  the  time  of  Governor  Bellomont,  the  oflkers  of 
the  Regiment  of  Militia  in  the  Gty  and  Oonnty  of 
Albany,  is  i;iveii  as  follows:    Rdd  nfikcr--- Peter 

Schuyler,  (  V,K,ncl;  ,  IJeutenant-Colonel; 

Dyrck  W'csscls,  Major.  1 

Of  a  Foot  Company  in  the  Qtyof  Albany :  Com-  j 
miwioned  Officen  Johannea  iBteeker,  Capuin; 
Johannes  RoadtattiB,  Ltctttanant;  Abn.  Cuykr, 

Ensign. 

Of  another  Foot  Company  in  the  said  City:  Al- 
bert Rykman,  CapUin;  Wessel  Fen  Brock,  Lien- 
tenant;  JolMUiiicsThainasse,  Ensign. 


Of  another  Foot  Company  in  the  said  County: 
Martin  Comelisse,  Captain;  Andries  Douw,  Lieu- 
tenant; Andris  Koyman,  Ensign. 

Of  another  Foot  Company  in  said  County: 
Gerrit  Teuni.sse,  Captain;  Jonas  Douw,  Jochem 
LaiiR-rso,  Lieutenants;  VoJcUttft  V.  HoeMm, 
Abra.  Hause,  Flnsigns. 

Of  the  Troop  of  Horse  in  y*  said  Regiment: 
Kilian  Van  Renslaer,  Captain;  Johannes  Schuyler, 
Lieutenat>t;  Uennone  W  Corlaer,  Cornet;  Anthony 
Hri<--.  (  iiiarlcrtnaster.    This  Regiment  consista  of 
Three  hundred  and  Scaventy-one  men. 

"The  Govemo'  hath  established  a  Court  Martiall 
att  Albany,  whereof  Major  Rich'd  Ingoldsby  is 
President  &  Robert  Livingston,  Judge  Advocate, 
whi  i,  witli  other  i  onimissiiDnated  C'aptams  at  Albany, 
have  power  to  exercise  Martiall  Law,  bei^  a  fron- 
tear  Ganiaon  and  in  actoatt  Wavr."  M.  Qarfcaon, 
Seer)'. 

The  people  of  Albany  were  in  great  alarm  when 
they  learned  of  the  fearful  fire  and  massacre  that 
came  upon  the  near  City  of  Schnectady  in  if)^ 
The  e.x[>edition  was  sent  DjrConnt  Frontenac,  Gov- 
ernor of  Canada,  and  came  so  suddenly  upon  the 
doomed  village  on  that  gloomy  winter  night  in 
February,  and  without  provocation,  that  no  pep- 
pie  felt  safe  from  savage  invasion  and  cruel^. 

An  expedition  was  sent  from  New  England 
New  York  against  Canada,  under  command  of 
General  Winihrop,  of  Connecticut,  its  purpose  hf- 
ing  jiunishment  for  wrongs  inflicted  on  the  bordcn^ 
and  for  conquest  of  the  troublesome  I'rench. 

.Some  troops,  from  New  York  and  Connecticut, 
with  laitians  of  the  Five  Nations,  placed  under  the 
command  of  Colonel  Peter  Schuyler,  left  Albany 
early  in  July,  1690,  and  puslicd  toward  the  St. 
I.awrcnce,  where  they  met  Frontenac  in  August, 
and  were  repulsed.  Milbome,  by  direction  of 
Leisler,  furnished  subsistence  for  this  army.  Feuds 
betweeen  these  motley  and  undisciplined  troops 
caused  the  fnlure  of  the  expedition.  .\  part  of 
the  force  under  W'inthrttp  went  no  farther  than 
Wood  Creek,  at  the  head  I^ke  Champlain.  All 
returned  to  Albany  where  they  met  the amaaed and 
indignant  Leisler,  who  caused  Ae  aneat  of  Win- 
thvop  and  some  of  his  leading  officeta  and  put 
them  in  confinement 

In  July,  1691,  Governor  Sloughter,  after  a  visit 
to  Albany,  wiitea:  "  I  ntuined  from  Albany  on  the 
27th  past,  where  I  left  all  things  In  good  posture, 
and  with  much  din'it  uUy  have  sotureil  tlie  Indians, 
ilbundthat  place  in  great  disorder,  our  plantations 
and  Sdienectady  almost  ruined  and  destroyed  by 
Ae  enemys  duicing  the  time  of  the  late  cooftiaion 
there.  I  have  garrisoned  Schenectady  and  the 
Halfc  Moon  with  some  of  the  hundred  fusilecrs 
raised  by  our  Assembly;  the  remainder,  with  one  of 
the  King's  Companys,  are  posted  at  Albany." 

Major  Peter  Schuyler,  then  Mayor  of  the  Q^; 
marched  from  Albany  June  21,  1691,  widi  a  few 
soldiers  and  Indians.  On  the  ist  of  August  he 
came  upon  a  French  Settlement  near  Montreal,  and 
killed  about  200  of  the  FVench  and  Indiaa  ialMb- 
itants,  with  a  loss  of  only  43,  of  wlioai  as  vete 
Indiana. 
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After  this,  Major  In^^nklsh}-  commaniled  at 
Foit  Orange,  while  the  coum)r  militia  were  placed 
bjr  Governor  Fletcher  under  command  of  Major 
FMer  Schuyler,  in  all  359  men. 

In  June,  1693,  the  Governor  held  another  Con- 
ference with  the  Five  Nations  at  Albany,  to  coun- 
texact,  if  possible,  the  aitrul  ctTorts  of  the  French 
to  excite  them  against  the  colony,  ^boontiful 
gifts  and  flatterioff  words,  the  conference  greatlj 
delighted  the  Indians  and  secured  their  fiiend-' 
ship. 

The  sum  of  1, 500  had  been  appropriated  for 
the  rq^  of  Fort  Orange;  In  September,  1693, 
560  new  palisades  were  collected  and  "sett  up 
against  the  old  Slockadoes."  No  effort  was  omitted 
tfiat  the  defenses  of  the  city  niiijht  be  kept  in  good 
condition  and  the  soldiers  on  a  war  footing. 

Bands  of  Canadian  Indians  often  came  near  the 
city  in  1606-97,  causing  great  alarm  to  the  inhab- 
itants. Mouses  and  barns  were  burned  and  cattle 
killed  on  the  farms  in  the  county,  and  many  left 
their  homes,  so  great  was  the  fear  of  savage  mur- 
der. 

After  the  peace  of  Ryswick,  ending  this  war,  a 
census  was  taken,  as  given  in  the  article  on  popu- 
lation, in  which  it  was  made  to  appear  that  the  popu- 
lation of  the  county,  as  it  then  was,  bad  been 
reduced  from  663  men,  340  women,  and  1,014 
children  in  1689,  to  382  men,  262  women,  and 
805  children  in  t698.  There  had  left  the  city  and 
county  during  the  war,  142  men,  68  uonicn. 
and  209  children;  and  84  men  bad  been  killed, 
38  had  died,  and  16  had  been  taken  prisoners. 

Early  in  July,  1698,  a  general  peace  was  con- 
cluded at  kyswick.  The  F^rl  of  Bellomont  was 
then  Governor-General  of  the  Province  of  New 
York.  The  following  paper  was  drawn  up  and 
resented  at  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Cbuncil  | 
eld  in  the  City  of  Albany,  the  2d  day  of  August,  ! 
1698.    It  shows  the  public  feeling  at  that  time. 

The  Common  Council  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion 
to  addrcn  hi*  Exodl.  Ow  SaH  «f  BtOonMrtOB  the  MoviBg 

heads: 

1.  To  thank  UsLnddi^  far  Magfag  y*  Jojrftdl  Dews  of 

y«  Peace. 

2.  To  acquaint  hii  Lwdddp  y'  ^reat  budahipt  this 
poor  Ciity  has  Lihored  under  for  thcfc  9  years  drcamul  and 
Uoody  warr;  during  which  time  they  Ii.im-  unt  o[ily  been 
at  an  r'xcessivc  (.  har^c  and  Kxpcnsc  in  quartering;  y'  otTiccts 
and  5«uldicr«  sent  Ir.'.licr  lioni  lime  to  lime,  but  li.ive  It-en 
obliged,  tor  their  ^iwii  ir.\  unly,  to  fortify  y  townc  tvkicc 
with  Palesadoc-,  ail  luill  ,  block  huu-e^,  all  at  their 
own  charge,  which  hath  so  much  impovcrishc"d  y  Inhabi- 
tants    most  have  deserted. 

3.  That  this  Ciliy  doth  wholly  rely  and  depend  upon 
]r*  Indian  Trade,  upon  which  account  it  was  first  settled, 

and  have  obtained  a  C  harter  whcrcViy  y»  Sole  trade  with  y*  In- 
dians is  confined  within  )■  walls  of      Citty,  doth  there- 
fore humbly  addre*.'><- his  I.-ip  to  protect  and  defend  them  | 
in  there  Ki^jhts  and  Privilcdgcs,  and  doc  thank  hU  L''p  for  • 
his  great   trouble   and  care   in  trtating  with        5  na-  1 
tions  for  y*  Public  good  and  advantage  to  this  Citty,  and  I 
ibx;    further    relvirii    there    lot    thanks    for    y«   grx>d  ' 
In^!:ui.tion!>  hi->  I.''p  he-N  Ix-cn  plea-ed  to  give  them,  as- 
suring; hi'i  l.''p  that  they  w  ill  not  be  wanting  in  useing  there 
utmost  ciidc.n.iis  lo  uinu-  all  parties,  and  restore  this 
Citty  10  \u  Pnviicd^cs  and  Rights;  that  they  will  aUo  ob-  1 
senre  all  f  vf  artada  McaHoiwd  io  bis  L'p'a  iHlnc*  I 
tioiu.  ' 


QUEEN  ANNFS  WAS. 

When  James  II  died,  an  exile  in  France,  in 
1 701,  his  friend,  the  French  King,  proclaimed 
James  Francis,  his  son,  King  of  England.  Anne, 
the  second  daughter  of  James,  had  been  crowned 
the  English  Queen.  She  was  a  Protestant.  War 
was  declared  against  France  in  1702,  because  of 
this  affront  to  the  sovereign  of  England.  It  was 
known  as  the  War  of  the  Spanish  Succesaon  in 
Europe,  but  as  "Queen  Anne's  War"  in  America. 
It  la-sied  until  April  11,  1713,  when  a  treaty  of 
peace  was  concluded  at  Utrecht. 

During  this  war,  blood  flowed  in  nearly  every 
village  and  valley  in  New  England.  The  atroc- 
ities of  the  FrcnLh  and  Indians  were  .so  mon- 
strous in  New  England,  that  the  conquest  of 
Canada  at  any  cost,  seemed  to  be  looked  upon  as 
a  necnsity.  And  all  that  blood  and  treasure 
CQuld  do  was  offered  by  the  northern  colonies  to 
accomplish  this  purpose.  But  help  from  Eng- 
land was  an  abortion,  the  causes  of  which  we 
proceed  to  slmw. 

During  the  time  of  peace  that  preceded  Queen 
Anne's  War,  the  soldiers  who  composed  the  garri- 
son at  Fort  (Jrange  were  nnich  neglected.  In 
1700,  Governor  Helloinont  writes:  "Some  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Albany  who  are  now  here  [New 
York  City]  tell  me  the  Soldiers  there  in  Garrison 
are  in  that  shameful  and  miserable  condition  for 
tlie  want  of  Cloaths,  that  the  like  w.is  never  seen." 
Even  the  Indians  were  disgusted  as  they  observed 
their  sitaation.  The  Governor  continues:  "  Per- 
sons assure  me  that  some  of  the  old  crafty  sachems 
of  the  Five  Nations  have  asked  'em  whether  they 
thought  'cm  such  fooles  as  to  believe  our  King 
could  protect  em  from  the  French  when  be  was 
not  able  to  Keep  his  Soldiers  in  a  Condition  as 
those  in  Canada  are  Kept " 

In  October  of  this  year  the  Governor  visited 
Alti.inv  Id  look  after  the  Indians.  While  there  he 
reviewed  the  two  companies  in  the  garrison  under 
Major  Ingoldsby  and  Captain  Weems.  Of  them  he 
writes:  "I  never  in  my  liiie  saw  so  moving  a 
sight  as  that  of  the  Companies  at  Albany;  half  the 
men  were  without  breeches,  shoes  and  stockings 
when  they  mustered.  I  thought  it  shameful  to  the 
last  degree  to  see  English  soldiers  so  abused.  Tbqr 
had  like  to  have  mutinied."  He  found  the  forts 
"scandalously  weak;"  and  adds:  "The  inhabi- 
tants came  all  about  ine  at  my  leaving  ,\ibany.  and 
told  me  in  plain  terms  that  if  the  King  would  not 
build  a  fort  there  to  protect  'em,  they  would,  on 
the  first  news  of  war  between  England  and  France 
desert  the  place  and  fly  to  New  York  rather  than 
they  would  stay  there  to  have  their  throats  cut." 
"  There  are  half  a  dozen  at  Albany  who  have  com- 
petent esiates,  but  all  the  rest  are  miserable  poor." 

At  this  time  the  City  and  County  of  Albany  fur- 
nished 371  militiamen,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Ficter  >cljuy]er,  with  Dirck  Wcssells  as  Major.  In 
the  colony  there  were  3, 182  enrolled  militia. 

In  1702,  Colonel  SchuyWs  icgiment  of  the 
Militia  of  the  County  of  Albany  was  pronoonoed  tai 
pretty  good  condition,  owing  to  his  care. 
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In  Jahr,  170s,  when  Combury  visited  Albany, 
just  on  the  eve  of  another  war,  he  found  the  fort 

•  "In  a  miserable  condition,  "the  stockadoes 
i:*  about  all  roten  to  such  a  degree  that  I  can  with 
r*  ease  push  them  dovm."    The  garrison,  still  tom- 

manoed  by  Major  Ingoldsby,  composed  or  176 
X  soldiers  besides  officers,  was  adU  in  sad  want  of 

t  clothing  and  provisions 

It  was  heard  at  Ali  .iuv  I'l.u  tlic  French  and  In- 
-.  dians  were  making  great  preparations  at  Montreal, 

r.  supposed  to  be  9gi3aaak  Schenectady  and  Albany. 

Sometliing  was  done  to  repair  the  old  fort  in  1 704, 

by  putting  up  new  palisades.    The  new  fort  was 
-   begun,  but.  for  want  of  monqr,  left  inoom|de(e. 
f  .It  was  not  finished  until  1735. 

f  A  large  number  of  soldiers  and  Imfiana  w«n 

brought  together  at  Albany  in  the  samtner  of  1709, 
f.  prepared  to  invade  Canada.    The  command  of 

1;  these  provincials  was  given  to  Colonel  Francis  Nich- 

^  olson.    Albany  entered  warmly  into  tliis  scheme  of 

•  conquest    The  qootnwas  furnished,  and  volun- 
,  teer  Companies  were  organized.   Under  the  influ- 
ence of  Peter  Schuyler,  the  Five  Nations  took  up 

p  the  hatchet  and  sent  500  warriors  to  join  tlie  expe- 

^  dition.    The  outrages  upon  Deerlicld  and  other 

New  England  villages  had  aroused  the  northern 
colonies,  and  led  the  British  Ministry  to  &11  in 
^  with  this  plan  for  seizing  the  French  possessions  in 

America.  It  contemplated  an  atiack  upon  Quebec 
by  water,  while  the  troops  of  New  York  and  New 
Englani.l  were  to  make  an  aitcmpt  on  Montreal  by 
way  of  Lake  Champlain,  New  York  bad,  at  her 
J,  own  expense,  opened  a  military  road  for  the  more 

\  easy  movement  of  troops  and  supplies  from  All  i.my 

y  to  the  Lake,  beginning  at  the  ]iresent  vnllage  of 

Schajlerville  and  running  ihrougli  dense  forests  by 
wajr  of  Fort  Edward  and  Wood  Creek.    They  had 
\  erected  on  the  way,  three  wood  forts,  and  built  bat- 

teaux  and  canoes.    All  being  ready,  the  anny  left 
Albany  and  encamped  at  the  middle  fort,  named 
'  Fort  Ann,  waiting  to  hear  from  the  naval  expedi- 

^  lion  against  Quebec.    When  it  was  learned  that  it 

[  was  sent  against  Spain  instead,  the  troops  were  dis- 

COUraged ;  many  were  sick,  and  died  with  a  malii;- 
nant  disease.    Thcybn-ke  camp  and  returned  to 
\  Albany. 

Colonel  Schuyler  and  other  leading  men  of  Al- 
'  beny,  who  saw  that  there  could  be  no  lasting  peace 

'  until  the  French  were  driven  out  of  Canada,  were 

\  greatly  chagrined  at  the  failure  of  this  e.xpedition. 

•  In  17(0  he  took  with  him  five  Indian  Sachems  and 
^  sailed  for  England,  hoping  to  intenat  Uie  Crown  in 
'  this  matter. 

'  Througli  his  influence,  a  fleet  with  5,00o  troops 

'  was  sent  from  England  to  help  the  provinces  in 

\  another  attempt  to  subject  Canada.    I'his  was  in 

171 1.  On  die  last  day  of  July,  a  fleet  of  twelve 
men-of-war  and  forty-six  smaller  vessels  left  Boston 
for  the  St  I-iwrence,  hiving  Montreal  .is  its  oh- 
jeclive  point  Here  was  to  bo  a  junction  with  a 
ttrong  force  mustered  at  Albany,  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Nicholson.  In  the  latter  part  of 
August,  Nicholson,  with  an  army  of  2,000  English, 
1,000  Germans,  and  800  Indians,  moved  from  Al- 
iMwy  toward  Lake  Champlain.   Tbe^  look  ilie 


Lake  George  route.  Meanwhile  the  English  fleet 
had,  in  a  thick  fog,  struck  upon  rocks ;  lost  eight 
j  transports  and  800  men,  and  returned  to  England. 
Hearing  of  tliis  disaster.  General  Nicholson  or- 
dered an  immediate  return  to  Albany,  and  Canada 
was  safe  for  many  years  longer.  Colonels  Schuyler, 
Whitney,  and  Ingoldsby  were  in  this  cxi>edidon. 
The  peace  of  Utrecht  ended  this  expensive  and 
foolish  war,  the  French  .icknowlcd Jiti-  tlic  Five 
Nations  as  British  subjects,  and  promising  to  let 
them  alone.  These  two  abortive  attempts  cost 
New  York  alone  /30,ood  sterling.  The  Colonists 
were  disgusted  and  disheartened,  and  the  Five  Na- 
tions began  to  show  signs  of  alienation  from  the 
English,  whose  failures  they  regarded  as  weak  and 
cowardly. 

The  following  record  shows  the  military  con« 
dition  of  Albany  just  on  the  eve  of  the  preparation 
for  this  last  expedition. 

May  JO,  171 1,  Robert  Hunter,  Captain-General 
and  Governor-in-Chief  of  the  Province  of  New 
York,  called  the  troops  from  Albany  to  the  Manor 
of  Livingston,  and  directed  that  the  Militia  of  AI> 
bany  be  called  to  arms  to  pn>te<;t  that  city  in  the 
absence  of  the  garrison.  Accordingly,  the  Mayor 
and  Aldermen  met  May  21,  171 1,  and  lent  the  ttd- 
lowing  letter  to  his  E.xcellency. 

"Albany,  y'  31st  of  May,  1711. 
"May  it  please  your  Ex'cy. 

"Your  Ex'c>s  Letter  dated  yesterday  we  rcc*  ys. 
day,  and  in  Obedience  thereof  we  have  forthwith 
procured  a  Sloop  for  y*  transportadon  of  y'lVoops 
here,  and  desired  Peter  Schuyler,  Escjr.,  Collo  of 
the  militia  Regiment  of  y*  Cittv  i  County,  that  he 
will  emmediately  order  y*  militia  of  tliis  Citty  to 
Come  in  Arms  to  take  care  of  /  fort  and  this  place 
during  v*  absence  of  troopa;  who  letomed 
answer  that  he  would  cofloidj  therewith.  So  re- 
mam  in  all  sincerity, 

"  May  it  pleaae  yoor  "Esicf, 
Your  Ex'cys  most  obedient  and  bomhle  wrvaati.'' 

This  was  signed  bjr  the  Major,  Recorder,  and 

Aldermen. 

KING  G£ORG£'S  WAR. 

For  over  thirty  years  there  had  been  peace  in  the 
colonies.  A  quarrel  arose  between  George  II, 
King  of  England,  and  the  King  of  France,  re- 
specting the  claims  of  Maria  Theieaa  to  the  tbrone 
of  Anstria.  The  quesdon  at  issue  did  not  interest 
the  American  colonists.  But  these  Kin 4s  were 
ready  for  a  fight,  and  as  things  then  were,  their 
caprices  involved  the  English  and  French  ooloniM  In 
America.  War  was  declared  March  l«,  1744,  1^ 
France  against  England,  which  is  called  in  Enit^ 
the  War  of  the  Austrian  SacoBMon ;  in  Aiiieiica, 
King  George's  War. 

The  news  of  another  war,  when  received  at  AI> 
bany  in  Jun^  three  months  alter  lis  declaration, 
naturally  excited  great  apprrfieoaioaa  of  the  repeti- 
tion of  acts  of  cruelty  and  blood.  Governor 
Clinton  (^roe  lo  the  city  and  held  another  succesa* 
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M  tonfctgnce  vith  die  Sulieiiis  of  tfieSfatNatioDs, 

cantioning  them  against  the  treacherous  French,  and 
reminding  them  of  the  wrongs  which  their  people 
in  the  past  had  sutTered  from  tliat  nation.  The 
Governor  seat  to  Albany  six  i8-pound  cannons,  with 
{Winder,  ImIIs,  md  odier  mttHaff  sappHes.  He  put 
on  foot  a  scheme  to  reduce  the  strong  fort  at  Oown 
Point  Meanwhile  the  alarm  was  incrcuscci  by  tlic 
attack  of  the  French  and  Indians  upon  oI(i  Saratoga, 
ilOW  Scharlerville,  burning  itt  fort  and  about  20 
fceaiM,  MUlng  some  30  pefsons,  and  takinf  nearly 
00  |>risonen5.  Refugees  came  to  Albany  to  spend 
the  winter;  soldiers  were  <iuartercd  there.  There 
wa^s  general  coinmi  ition  in  ihe  county.  Two  com- 
panies of  His  Majesty's  Fusileers  were  sent  up  to 
Albonf,  and  die  Indians  were  mdered  to  htfe  aeir 
fedltchets  ready. 

In  August,  1746,  the  famous  Ojlonel  William 
]olin>Mn.  aL  the  head  of  a  tompanv  Lif  Mohawks, 
all  in  war  paint,  came  into  the  city.  The  Mohawks 
tgreed,  alnr  some  politic  maneuvering,  to  take 
sides  against  the  French.  The  truth  is,  the  French 
best  )ile;iscd  them,  but  they  secured  more  protec- 
tion and  other  favors  from  the  Dutch  and  English. 
Their  iidelitj  was  not  to  be  trusted  when  war  came, 
except     renewed  gifts,  promises,  and  appeals. 

\  militia  sergeant  had  been  killed  by  some  Can- 
adian scouts.  Colonel  Johnson  was  ordered  to 
send  out  scouting  parlies  to  harass  the  French  of 
Canada.  But,  while  thejr  brought  back  some 
scalps  and  prisonen^  diejr  demanded  a  good  manj 
extra  favors  to  keep  them  in  good  temper,  even 
under  the  skillful  tactics  of  Johnson. 

Later  in  the  autumn  of  1746,  Governor  Clinton 
sent  five  companies  of  soldiers  to  Albany.  Massa- 
chusetts and  New  York  resumed  their  preparations 
against  Canada,  and  began,  although  winter  was 
near,  to  collect  men  and  munitions  of  war  at 
Albany.  But,  by  the  wiser  counsel  uf  Connecticut, 
the  e.xpedition  was  given  over,  and  nothing  was 
done.  Troops  from  FOinsjrivania,  New  jersey, 
and  other  provinces  were  posted  near  by,  with 
Albany  as  a  center,  in  1 74  7,  to  guard  the  fron- 
tiL'i>.  Colonel  i^rlunler  had  CDimnaiul  the  New 
Jersey  troops.  During  this  time  a  mutinous  spirit 
manifested  itself  among  all  the  troops  but  those  of 
Colonel  Schuyler,  on  the  ground  that  they  were 
poorly  paid.  The  trading  people  of  the  city,  who 
had  but  little  to  do  (protected  as  they  were)  but  tn 
make  gain  out  of  these  soldier's,  are  said  to  have 
incited  this  mutinous  spirit  against  Governor  Clin- 
ton, intimating  that  be  withbekl  tlieir  pay  for  bis 
own  uses. 

Tlie  war  was  ended  by  the  treaty  1  if  Aix-la- 
Chapelle,  made  October  18,  1748,  in  which  all 
losses  by  either  nation  were  rettoied.  But  the 
ancient  hate  and  the  memory  of  recent  damaging 
contests  had  not  died  out  It  was  only  a  forced 
and  temporary  suspension  of  hostilities  after  a  f.  10!- 
ish  war,  with  nothing  gained.  Some  of  the  people 
of  Albany  County  had  suflTered  annoyance,  but 
f^ome,  aiso,  bad  made  profit  from  the  military 
placed  here  to  keep  off  danger.  They  had  not, 
however,  left  their  own  castles,  and  VCre  HQM^ 
WOfB^  off  for        Geoi]ge'8  vw. 


I  THE  OLD  FRENCH  AND  INDUK  WAR, 
1754  10  1763. 

Tlie  last  of  the  four  intercolonial  wars  in  which 
the  colooies  were  involved,  and  which  ended  the 
French  rule  in  America,  was  dedaied  against 

France  by  Fngland,  May  17,  175*^,  and  recipro- 
cated by  the  declaration  of  war  against  England  by 
France  on  the  ylh  of  June  succeeding.  It  was  a 
war  made  with  the  earnest  determination  on  the 
part  of  England  to  pot  an  end  to  the  sggiesslOMi  of 
the  French  in  this  countni'.  It  was  a  war  to  deter- 
mine whether  America  should  be  New  England  or 
New  France.  The  French  had  been  encompassing 
the  English  colonies  with  forts  from  Lake  Champ- 
lain  to  the  month  of  the  Mississippi,  including  the 
Great  Lakes,  the  Ohiri  River,  the  streams  that  run 
into  them,  and  the  land  lliat  bordered  them.  Their 
aim  was  to  shut  in  tlie  colonists  between  the  .Xtlan- 
tic  and  the  Appalachian  Hills,  and  then  force  them 
into  submMon. 

The  colonists  were  deeply  interested  in  this  war; 
those  of  the  North,  including  New  England  and 
New  York,  esjiecially.    To  it  lliey  gave  their  h.ird- 

i  earned  possessions  and  their  lives,  and  England 
was  willing  that  her  liardy,  grown-up  children  here 

!  should  do  the  fighting  and  pay  the  expenses. 

'  But  this  war  did  for  both  the  Old  and  New  Eng- 
land far  mcire  than  they  then  knew.  It  taught  the 
hardy  soldio'  how  to  use  arms  and  plan  battles;  it 
taogbt  dte  colonies  that  they  were  old  enough  end 
able  to  govern  themselves.  Its  doK  WM  die  morn- 
ing of  the  Revolution  of  1776. 

This  war  was  really  a  sequel  to  King  George's 
War.  llie  hate  between  England  and  France  was 
not  ended  by  treaty.  Vexatioas  irruptions  ftom 
Canadian  Indians  ct>ntinued. 

On  the  28th  of  .\ugust,  1754,  a  party  of  French 
Indians  invaded  the  Province  of  New  York, 
and  burned  the  houses  and  bams  of  some  of  the 
settlers  at  Hoosic,  and  took  back  with  them  to 
Canada  the  Sclui|^itio(Ae  Indians^  aboot  sistj  in 
number. 

Lieutenant-Governor  DeT»\nce\  immediately  or- 
dered tlie  fort  at  Albany  to  be  repaired  and  put  in 
order.  He  sent  a  company  of  soldiers  fiom  New 
York  to  Albany,  and  directed  that  SCO  men  from 
each  regiment  of  militia  near  Albany,  be  ready  to 
,  march  to  the  city  when  needed. 

Altliough  kept  in  constant  alarm,  and  seeing 
much  of  the  "pomp  and  circumstance  of  war," 
.\lbany  really  suffered  nothing  from  invasion,  and 
but  little  from  loss  of  money  or  men  during  its 
existence. 

We  find  but  little  in  the  city  records  touching 
the  conduct  of  this  war,  only  a  few  doings  of  the 
Common  Council  which  make  complatnt  and  ask 
for  better  defenses. 

A  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  was  held  tt 
the  City  Hall  on  the  29th  day  of  May,  1753. 

At  this  lime  James  DeLano^was  acting  Gov* 
ernor  of  the  Province.  Albany  was  a  frontier  town. 
At  this  meeting,  a  petition  was  directed  to  Gov- 
ernor TieLanccy,  sigiijed  bf  dw  VixftK  tadAVkr^ 
a[ieo,  s^^Upg  forth: 
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That  the  City  of  AllMayfl  •  frmtfaff  toWB,  and  the  de- 
fease thereof  is  of  gremt  cooieuiwnce  to  the  safety  of  the 
whole  province  incase  oTWar  with  the  French;  that  the  city 
ii  altogether  undcfensable,  expoaed  to  the  jncursion<;  nf  any 
enemy,  and  the  corporation,  by  reason  of  the  litax  y  tlcbt 
they  are  under,  occasioned  by  the  great  expense  wc  were  at 
during  the  late  war,  and  ni  wise  able  to  fortify  the  city  uti- 
)e*s  a-vsisted  by  a  provincial  Tax;  and  whereas, your  Kxct  llcn- 
tics  haVL-  prepared  a  petition  to  lie  l.ini  Iteforc  the  General 
Asscinlily,  prayint;  they  would  Ik-  pleased  to  lay  a  tax  ol 
j^G.OOO  on  estates  llirou,;liout  tbi-  province  defray  the  ex- 
pense ol  building  a  wall  with  l>asiion$  or  batteries  at  con- 
venient distancM,  iar  IIm  iMnm  oC  «id  and  amriQ^  of 
the  province. 

TIm  docitnMittdoaes  with  a  pnyer  dMt 

His  BxcdleDCf  wfli  raconuBenil  to  the  General  Assem- 
bly, in  the  nott  prenbig  terms  that  you  diink  proper,  to 
raise  the  sum  of  /&000  for  defravins  the  epxense  of  said 
Wall. 

This  pctilioti  was  presented  to  the  Legislature 
by  Robert  Livinj^ston.  At  this  lime  there  was 
a  wall  around  part  of  the  city;  and  stockade^., 
with  block-houses  at  convenient  distances,  inclosed 
the  city;  and  there  ms  a  fort  bristling  with  can- 
non. But  its  exposure  to  the  incursions  or  the 
French  and  Indians  was  so  Rreat,  that  its  municipal 
jjovt  ri^mcnt  \va>  urging;  the  provincial  authoriiit  s  to 
afford  greater  security  by  building  "a  stunc  wall 
with  bastions  and  bitteries,"  around  the  city. 

This  petition  for  a  atone  wall  and  bastions 
around  the  city  seems  to  have  been  disregarded  by 
the  General  Assembly. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Common  Council  held  on 
the  aad  of  May,  I75^>  matter  was  again  taken 
up  in  a  petiaoD  directed  to  Governor  Charles 
Hardy,  the  preamble  of  which  sets  forth  the  dc- 
fcntcless  condition  of  the  city,  pra)ini(  for  the 
erection  of  a  wall,  or  at  least  for  new  stockades, 
and  more  cannon  fordie  fevt 

At  this  time  there  was  encamped  on  the  hill, 
about  where  the  Old  Capitol  afterwards  stood,  a 
regiment  MfM  iIdicrs  An  ordinance  was  passed  by 
the  Common  (Ouncil  forbidding  all  tavern  keepers 
and  all  oth  r  |>ct-,  )iw  selling  any  strong  liquor  to 
<  any  oTlus  Ikliuesty's  troops,  or  harboring  or  enter- 
taining any  of  them  after  9  o'clock  p.  x. 

During  this  war  many  troops  were  encaniped  m 
and  around  Albany.  Some  were  at  Port  .S;huyler, 
as  it  is  n'  >w  1  ailed.  Soue  were  on  the  flat  lands  in 
Aibaay  and  Bethlehem,  as  well  as  at  Watervliet.  and 
on  dte  opposite  side  of  the  Hudson.  The  Hudson 
itself  bore  many  vessels  laden  with  iminitionsof  war 
and  tro<:-ps  for  its  service.  The  music  of  the  drum 
and  fife,  and  the  training  of  the  provincial  mi'itia 
and  the  English  soldieiy,  were  daily  events.  When 
General  James  AbercromMe  was  here  in  1 756,  it  is 
csliinated  that  ali-nit  10. 000  troops  were  encamped 
on  both  sides  of  the  river.  Lords  Loudon  and 
Amherst  also  tented  here,  and  disciplined  their 
amies  for  war.  The  people  of  the  city  and  vicinity 
were  greatly  interested  in  furnishing  'supplies  and 
service.  Indian  warriors,  with  their  s(|uaws  and 
papooses,  added  to  the  liveliness  of  the  scene. 

The  expeditions  of  1755  and  1756,  from  Albany 
to  Oswego,  to  attack  Forts  Frontcnac  and  Niagara, 
onder  Governor  Shirley,  included  Albany  sofdleis, 
of  whom  wc  have  the  name  t)f  General  (then  Cap- 
tain) Philip  Schuyler,  who  assisted  in  forwarding 


large  supplies  to  Oswego.  The  march  was  peril- 
ous and  fatiguing.  Two  forts  were  built  to 
strengthen  tlie  Old  Fort  Oswego,  called  New  Fort 
and  Fort  Ontario;  vessels  were  built  and  other  prep- 
arations on  a  large  scale  were  made  against  Fort 
Niagara.  But  the  approach  of  winter  and  heavy 
rains  suspended  the  attack,  and,  after  garrisoning 
the  forts,  he  returned  to  .Mbany  and  disbanded  the 
rest  of  his  troops,  Durin:;  the  winter,  further 
preparations  were  made  at  Albany  to  proceed 
agMnat  Niagara  in  the  spring.  Eariy  that  season 
General  Winslow  was  at  ,\Ibany  with  7,oco  men, 
watting  for  the  arrival  of  the  cver-dilatorv-  I^rd 
Loudon,  Commander-in-Chief.  His  delay  until 
late  in  the  summer  proved  a  fatal  one.  Mont- 
calm had  the  English  forts  at  Oswego  in  Ms  posses- 
sion, and  held  them  utitil  1757.  when,  <Hice  more, 
Fort  Ontario  again  came  into  possession  of  the 
English,  and  so  remained  until  the  Revolution. 

Plans  were  made  in  1755  to  attack  the  French 
fort  at  Crown  Point  The  comtnand  of  the  expe- 
dition was  given  to  9\x  William  Johnson.  Troops 
were  gathered  at  .Mbany  and  Creenbush  from  dif- 
ferent colonies.  Am(>ng  these  was  a  regiment 
under  Colonel  Ephraim  Williams,  of  Massachu- 
setts, whose  will,  made  here  at  that  time,  on  the 
23d  July,  1755,  laid  the  foundation  of  Williams 
College.  On  the  8th  day  of  September  following, 
while  within  four  miles  of  the  English  army,  tO 
join  which  be  was  on  the  march,  he  was  attacked 
by  the  bold  French  commander,  Dieskau,  valiantly 
opposing  this  assault.  Colonel  Williams  was  killed. 
Soon  after,  Dieskau,  fighting  against  the  main  army, 
under  lohn^on,  was  fatally  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner  to  Albany.  He  lived  to  reach  England 
and  there  died. 

General  Johnson  was  greatly  delayed  in  his 
movement  on  Crown  Poinu  At  this  time  he  com- 
plaint 1 1  nun  h  of  the  people  of  Albany  County, 
saying,  among  other  severe  things,  that  he  bad 
"great  opposition  from  those  Dutch  traders  at 
Albany;"  and,  again,  "these  (teople  are  so  much 
devoted  to  their  own  private  profit,  that  every  other 
public  principle  has  ever  been  saerificed  (o  it;" 
and,  again  he  writes,  under  date  of  .September  16th: 
"Our  expedition  is  likely  to  be  extremely  dis- 
tressed and.  I  fear,  fatally  retarded  for  the  want  of 
wagons.  The  people  of  Albany  County  and  the 
adjacent  counties  hide  their  wagons  and  ilrivi- .iway 
their  horses.  Most  of  the  wagoners  taken  into  llie 
service  have  deserted:  some  hoises  are  quite  jaded, 
and  some  few  killed  by  the  enemy,  and  several  run 
away.    Most  of  our  provi^ons  are  at  Albany." 

All  these  delays  discouraged  the  enterprise,  and 
led  Johnson,  at  the  approach  of  winter,  after  hav- 
ing built  Fort  William  Henry  and  leit  there  a  gar- 
rison of  600  men,  to  retam  to  Albany  and  disband 
his  troops.  At  the  close  of  this  finittess  expedi- 
tion. King  George  II  made  him  a  gift  of  2^500 
and  granted  him  a  baronetcy,  an  honor  which  he 
had  not  fairly  earned.  The  bc'st  service  of  the  ex- 
pedition was  rendered  by  New  England  officers 
and  men. 

In  1757,  the  citizens  of  Albany  were  in  great 
1  akrnt  at  the  advance  of  Montcalm.    His  attack 
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upon  Fort  William  Hcnn-  in  August  of  this  year 
caused  the  ffreatest  consternation,  especially  when 
the  savage  slaughter  of  the  garrison  by  the  Indians, 
as  it  left  the  fort,  became  known.  An  increanog 
army  centered  in  the  city;  a  large  number  qoar- 
to:>"<i  here  during  the  fall  and  winter,  and  thefdaoe 
became  a  house  ot  refuge  to  the  frontier  scttleiS. 

It  was  during  this  w  in-.^  r  ihat  the  sober  people 
of  Albany  were  scandaiijced  by  the  aocial  man- 
ners of  the  English  officers  and  soldiery,  many  of 
whom  gave  themselves  to  theatrical  plays  and  all 
the  blandishments  uf  dress,  fashion,  social  flirtation 
and  debauchery.  The  Anglomania  of  this  season 
is  giapbically  described  by  Airs.  Grant,  in  ''The 
Amencan  Lady." 

In  the  early  summer  of  1758,  General  Aber- 
crombie  and  his  several  regiments  of  troops  were 
encamped  upon  the  "Pasture,"  or  great  flat  lands 
on  the  south  side  oi  the  city.  Among  his  officers 
was  the  long-^emembered  and  amiable  Lord  Howe. 
Great  hopes  were  rested  in  this  army,  which,  in 
July,  was  most  crushingly  dclc.itcd  in  its  move- 
ment upon  Ticonderoga,  then  called  Fort  Carillon. 
Albany  soldiers  accompanied  the  inefficient  Aber- 
cromMe  The  disheartened  army  retreated  to 
Fort  William  Henr)',  and  many  of  the  wounded 
were  conveyed  to  Albany.  The  brave  I>ord  Howe 
was  slain  in  this  battle,  and  his  body,  in  charge  of 
Philip  Schu>'ler,  was  entombed  in  this  citv,  first  in 
Schnylef^t  nmily  tomb  and  finally  mider  SL  Peter's 
Church  His  death  was  mourned  in  America  and 
Kngiaiui.  while  ti)e  presumption  and  cowardice  of 
Abercrombie  made  his  name  contemptible. 

As  a  contribution  to  the  local  history  of  this  per- 
iod«  indicative  of  the  diaracter  of  the  people  and 
the  army,  we  pivc  the  following  extiact  train  the 
doings  of  the  Common  Council. 

IVhereas,  Sundry  complaint'*  have  bcfii  made,  and  in  par- 
ticular by  (be  Right  Honorable  Ix)rd  Viscount  Howe,  of 
the  ^reat  abuse  in  tilling  Kum  and  other  strong  Liquors  to 
Soldier*,  which,  by  means  of  their  continual  drinking,  im- 
pairs and  weakens  their  OOnMitiitiaos  and  renders  them  unfit 
for  duty;  and  ws  being;  conscious  of  the  justness  of  the  com- 
plaint. a.T  well  a.s  the  mischiefs  that  may  arise  from  the  said 
aljUM',  ami  R-itij;  »•lllin^;  to  renittly  it  as  much  as  in  iis  ifty>, 
ik:  it  thcrcloic  onlaincil  by  the  Mayor,  Altlcrnicn  ami  <  ori 
mon.ilty  of  tlic  City  of  .■Vlliany,  aiul  it  is  hereby  or<hiitictl 
Uy  the  authority  of  the  -amc,  that  no  person  whatMiCvcr 
alter  puiricitiun  hereof  prestiuie  to  >ell  any  Kiiiu  <ir  "ther 
iTi'j  li  to  any  Stildier  i^i  SoUlitrs  whatwieNcr,  or  to 

any  other  person  fur  their  use  ;  an>l  in  ease  any  per>on  or 
persons  shall  1)C  convitleil  Ix^fore  the  Mayor,  Kei  onlcr, 
•ny  ol  (he  Aldermen  of  bellinK  any  Kum  or  other  distilled 
Liquor,  as  aforesaid,  to  any  Soldier  or  Sotdien,  she  or  they  m> 
olfeiidinK  shall,  for  the  first  offence,  forfeit  the  turn  of  twenty 
current  monnr  of  New  York,  and  for  every  like 
after,  the  mm  of  Corty  shilling*,  to  be  levyed  by  dis- 


treas  and  sale  of  the  oAadsr^  mda,  ene-hatf  fw  (heheaefit 
of  the  informer,  and  the  oAer  half  fer  the  uae  of  the  City. 

Dated  Albany,  this  Seventh  day  of  December,  1756. 

Amon^r  the  expeditions  in  which  soldiers  of 
All  my  were  engaged,  was  the  one  against  old  Fort 
Frontenac,  under  G)lonel  John  Ih^treei.  This 
was  a  French  fort  and  a  far-trading  and  missionary 
station,  near  where  Kingston,  Canada,  now  is. 
The  fort  was  erected  in  1673  by  (iovemor  Louis 
Frontenac,  and  was  for  many  years  regarded  at 
one  of  the  strongest  and  most  important  in  Amer- 
ica. After  the  defeat  of  Abercrombie  at  Ticonder- 
oga, in  1758,  Colonel  Bradstreet,  at  his  iwn  re- 
quest, went  across  the  wilderness  to  Oswegu,  and 
advanced  to  the  fort  in  three  vessels.  The  approach 
was  sudden  and  the  fort  was  weak.  It  sorrendered 
without  a  contest  His  force  connsted  of  New 
York  and  New  F.nj^land  troo[)s.  Amonj;  the 
officers  were  Captains  Peter  ^■ates  and  Gt>osen  Van 
Schaick,  of  .Mbany,  the  latter  of  whom  became  a 
Colonel  in  the  New  York  revolulionaiy  line. 
Colonel  Bradstreet  was  Commisaaiy-General  in 
1756,  keeping  up  supplies  between  .Mbany  and 
Oswego,  with  much  annoyance  from  the  French 
Indians,  with  whom  he  had  aevcfsl  succcssfal  and 
bloody  skirmishes. 

On  their  return  from  Fort  Frontenac,  his  small 
army  aided  in  building  Fort  Stanwix,  near  where 
Rome  is  now  situated.  This  fortunate  expedition 
resulted  in  the  exchange  of  the  I'l untnaniler  of  the 
fort  fur  Colonel  Peter  Schuyler,  then  a  prisoner  in 
Canada,  and  turning  over  9  armed  vends^  40 
pieces  of  cannon,  a  great  quantity  of  stores,  the 
fort  itself,  and  110  men  as  prist  .ners  of  war.  The 
name  of  Bradstreet  is  deserving  of  honor,  as  a 
brave  soldier  and  an  excellent  man.  He  was  an 
intimate  friend  of  Philip  Schuyler,  whose  comnel 
and  aid  he  sought,  not  only  at  diia  tune^  but  in 
subsequent  service. 

In  May  and  June.  1759.  LdkI  Jeffrey  AmhcfSt^ 
an  I'lnplish  officer  of  great  merit,  encamped  lAtOUt 
the  Cit\  r,f  Albany.  In  Jnlv,  his  army  of  Mew 
York  and  New  England  soldiers  moved  toward 
Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point.  The  French 
foKCb  withdrew  on  their  approach  and  both  these 
strongholds  came  into  the  hands  of  the  English. 

The  fall  of  Quebec,  September  isth,  and  of 
Montreal  soon  aJter,  gave  Canada  to  the  Rritish 
and  ended  the  French  dominion  in  America.  A 
definitive  treaty  was  concluded  at  Fui^  Febm- 
ar)'  10,  1763. 

Albany  County  had  no  more  alarms  from  the 
French  and  Indians  of  Canada.  The  naual  In- 
dustrial ptirsuits  of  peace  were  resumed. 
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THE  AMERICAN  REVOLUTIONARY  PERIOD. 


THE  representative  principle  must  be  sought 
away  back  in  the  ages — in  the  first  communities 
of  men.  Its  growth,  tracetl  through  all  the  forms 
of  in(iiisiri;il,  ecclciiiast:c.il  civil  institiilii 'HS, 

has  never  yet  been  carefully  written  out.  It  would 
be  the  work  of  a  lifetime.  It  took  deeper  root  and 
expanded  more  rapidly  and  \igorously  in  Anglo- 
Saxon  Britain  than  among  any  other  people.  lis 
democratic  element  gradually  acquired  great  dis- 
tinctness and  purity,  and  in  this  fortn  was  first 
brought  over  to  the  stormy  coasts  of  primitive  New- 
England  in  1620.  Here  it  found  congenial  soil 
and  skillful  culture,  and  branched  forth  westward 
over  a  large  territory,  jinnlucing  a  growth  of  as- 
tonishing vigor  on  the  4tli  of  July,  1776. 

What  Albany  City  and  County  iMtid  to  do  in  the 
struggle  that  led  to  its  esubli.shment,  we  propose  to 
set  forth  as  fully  as  the  scattered  facts,  dug  out  of 
the  Jel/rts  of  one  hundred  yean,  and  OUT  limited 
time  and  space,  will  admit 

We  regret  that  we  have  no  record  of  the  services 
rendered  on  the  field  of  battle  by  individuals  who 
were  always  ready  "to  do  or  die"  for  sweet  liberty 
— men  who  ocrujtied  sulmrdinate  military  oHices 
or  worked  in  the  ranks — untitled  men  of  strong 
convictions  and  brave  heaita,  whoftwight,  not  for 
^me,  but  for  home  and  country,  and  now  fill 
unlettered  graves.  Our  questions  in  regard  to  their 
names  and  deed.s  luive  fnuiul  im  aiisss  cr. 

Much  that  transpired  in  the  great  struggle  with 
England  for  American  nationality  is  alNwy  lost 
in  die  graves  of  the  actors  in  that  drama. 

We  do  not  find  that  much  field  service  was  done 
by  Albany  County  in  that  ^  ir.  At  first  there  was 
much  apathy  among  the  citizens  generally.  They 
were  not  men  of  war;  they  loved  peace  and  pro- 
ductive industry.  King  George  was  far  away  and 
had  done  them  no  harm  that  they  could  see.  The 
wri  UL^s  complained  of  in  Ik>ston,  New  York,  and 
elsewhere,  by  men  of  trade  and  public  men,  they 
might  have  heard  of,  but  they  had  not  seen  nor 
felt  them.  Who  can  wonder  that  such  men  were 
slow  to  leave  their  farms,  and  shops,  and  stores 
for  strife  and  carnat^e;  that  some  were  not  apathetic 
only,  but  decidedly  opposed  to  a  war  that  meant 
revolution  P  They  preferred  to  endure  the  ills  they 
knew  than  to  fly  to  those  they  knew  not  o£ 
Hence  there  were  many  Tories  in  Albany  County. 
And,  while  the  most  brave  and  intelligent  watched 
events,  and  pondered  and  feared,  most  put  off  the  . 
evil  day,  hoping  tlial  the  unpleasantne.ss  with  Old 
Motiier  England  would  be  setUed  without  blood. 

Yes,  Albany  was  slow  to  respond  to  the  feelings 
so  strongly  manifested  in  the  cities  of  theAtlantic 
coasts,  in  Philadelphia,  and  in  Virginia. 


But  most  of  the  men  of  mind  and  property  in 
the  city — the  Schuylcrs,  the  Van  Rensselaers, 
Gansevoort,  Van  .Schaick,  NicolLs,  Douw,  Ten 
Broeck,  and  others — were  fully  alive  to  the  situa- 
tion, full  of  the  spirit  of  patriotism,  ready  for  any 
sacrifice  for  the  rights  of  the  people.  Thqr  were 
always  on  the  side  of  wise  counsel,  and  when  the 
hour  of  action  came,  they  were  prepared. 

There  was  no  newspaper  in  Albany  until  1771, 
and  the  publisher  of  that  was  a  Tory.  No  td^ 
graph  then;  no  stage;  no  medium  of  rapid  com- 
munication. News  moved  slowly;  the  common 
mind  moved  slowly.  But,  when  the  news  of  blood- 
shed on  the  plains  of  I.e.sington,  April  19,  1775, 
was  beard,  all  saw  that  war  was  inevitable.  Patriot 
blood  was  stirred,  and  dty  and  county  began  to 
get  ready.  Militarj*  companies  were  formed,  and 
the  bustle  and  confusion  of  getting  ready  for  the 
worst  was  heard  all  around. 

Albany,  as  important  as  it  was,  was  a  small  vil- 
lage then.  But  it  had  long  been  a  town  of  grim 
forts  and  warlike  movements.  It  was  used  to  sol- 
diers and  ofllccrs:  to  camps  and  marches.  Its  sit- 
uattcm  anil  its  accidents  iiad  made  it  alwaj's  a 
military  center  to  which  men  came  and  from  which 
men  went  with  all  the  pomp  and  cifctnnstance*  of 
dire  war. 

So  it  continued  to  be  during  the  War  of  the 
Revolution.     Here  was  Fort  Frederick,  with  its 

farrisons  and  guns;  here  were  officers'  quarters, 
arracks,  hospitals,  and  commissaries  stores.  Sol- 
diers were  billeted  here.  Mere  were  fears  and 
watchings.  There  were  enemies  at  home  and 
abroad.  Here  were  prisons  for  bold  traitors 
and  gallows  to  bang  them  on.  Of  course  there 
was  mnch  to  be  done  to  duly  provide  keep,  and 
distribute  "the sinews  of  war."  Here  was  much 
to  be  done  by  a  strong  "home  guard,"  protecting 
the  city  and  holding  it  as  a  place  of  safety  and 
supply;  a  place  not  for  the  protection  alone  of 
dtiiens  and  their  wives  and  children,  but  for  the 
restraint  of  the  rebellious  Tory;  for  the  hungir 
and  ragged  soldier  in  tent  ancl  field;  for  the  sick 
and  wounded  in  the  hospital. 

.Such  duties  as  these  all  important  ones,  neces- 
sarily occupied  the  patriotic  inhabitants  of  Albany 
City  and  County,  and  made  them  less  frequent  in 
the  march  and  bloody  contest.  They  were  not 
found,  so  far  as  we  can  learn,  at  Bennington, 
White  Plains,  Monmouth,  Trenton,  nor  in  any  of 
the  batt'es  of  the  .SoOth.  Nor  was  much  fighting 
done  by  them  after  the  surrender  of  Buigoyne. 

They  went,  probably,  where  Schuyler,  Ganse- 
voort an  !  Van  S'<:haick,  and  Ten  Broeck  and  the 
Van  Rensselaers  went,  or  directed  to  go,  to  Sl 
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Johns,  Oiambly,  Montreal,  and  Quebec;  to  Crown 
Point  and  'i'iconderoga;  to  Fort  Ann  and  Fort 
Stanwix;  to  Stone  Anbia  and  Stntoga. 

Who^aome  of  them  ireie  vho  weie  enroUed 
ready  for  any  duty,  is  told  in  the  military  rosten  as 
we  find  them  iti  the  nrchives  of  the  State,  in  the 
records  of  the  (  ommittee  of  Safety,  and  in  cer- 
tain local  histories. 

The  City  Records,  and  Ihe  Records  of  the  Com> 
mittee  of  safety,  Irom  which  we  have  made  libera! 
extracts,  show  better  than  anything eise  the  alate  Of 
matters  in  this  County  and  City.  1 

Albany  waa  alwaya  fixtified,  and  Ibrtilied  and  1 


garrisoned  according  to  the  nocils  <>f  the  place  and 
the  times.  Its  government  was  usually  atlminis- 
tcrcd  by  prudent  oflBcera,  supported  by  a  discreet, 
peace-k)ving  class  of  dtiaena  It  kept  friendship 
with  the  Indians.  No  battle  was  ever  fooght  in 
the  present  Albany  Couiit\  :  no  invasion  ever 
reached  the  city  ;  no  besiegers  ever  attacked  its  de- 
fenses. It  had  rumors  of  war,  but  no  war.  It  al- 
ways had  fears  of  the  savagCp  bat  fisar  waa  all  Its 
people  were  always  forewarned  and  fofeamed. 
The  Frcncli  of  Canada,  full  of  jealousy,  often 
planned  invasion  of  Albany,  but  never  carried  out 
their  planar 


OLD  ENGLISH  CHURCH  AND  FORT  FREDERICK. 


An  important  convention  of  colonial  delegates 
met  at  Albany  June  19,  1754-  It  has  often  been 
referred  to  as  having  connection  with  the  opening 
movements  of  the  American  Revolution.  If  this 
be  so,  it  was  quite  remote.  It  was  invited  by  Lord 
Holderness,  English  Secretary  of  State.  Seven  of 
the  thirteen  colonies  were  represented  by  twenty- 
six  members.  The  New  York  Delegates  were 
James  Del.incy,  Joseph  Murray,  W  illiam  Johnstin, 
John  Chambers,  William  ^mith.  Most  of  these 
were  adherents  of  the  English  Qmro,  and  imnained 
so  all  their  lives.  The  delegates  were  chosen  by 
the  colonial  assemblies,  and  had  for  their  leading 
object  the  formation  of  a  closer  jiolitis  .il  union  for 
the  purpose  of  better  security  against  the  encroach- 
ments of  the  French  on  the  north,  and  for  keeping 
the  friendship  of  the  Indianii,  the  Six  Nations  es- 
pecially, who  seemed  getting  too  much  under  the 
influ'-nce  of  the  Jesuits  and  other  I'rencli  emissa- 
ries. The  sachems  of  the  Indians  were  particularly 
in\ited  to  meet  this  convention,  and  they  were 
preaent  in  full  numbers.  Speeches  were  made  on 
both  sides,  and  much  diplomacy  was  used.  The 
sessions  were  held  for  twelve  days^  The  meetings 
were  in  the  old  City  Hall. 

Benjamin  Franklin  was  present  from  Pennsylva> 
nta,  having  a  plan  which  he  introduced  for  discus- 
si<m,  that  looked  to  a  permanent  union  for  mutual 
counsel  and  licfense  in  all  matters  of  common  inter- 
est "  Debate  up^n  this  and  other  plans  proposed 
was  taken  up,  hand  in  hand  with  the  Indian  business, 
daily. "  A  plan,  very  much  like  that  of  Franklin, 
proposed  a  grand  council  of  forty-eight  members, 


to  have,  under  limitations,  the  appointment  of  all 
civil  and  military  officers,  the  general  management 
of  civil  and  military  matters,  and  die  entire  con- 
trol of  Indian  affairs.    When  the  plan  was  sub- 

I  milted,  as  Franklin  himself  tells  us,  "the  assem- 
blies did  not  adopt  it,  as  they  all  thought  there  was 
too  much  prerogatwe  in  it;  and  in  Eng'and  it  was 

I  judged  to  have  too  much  of  the  democratic. "  But  the 
convention,  no  doubt,  succeeded  in  its  main  pur- 
pose— that  of  keeping  the  Iroquois  on  friendly 
tenaa— after  the  usual  presents,  promises  and  flat- 
Xsxy  \  and  "the  plan."  which  was  not  the  main 

!  purpose,  led  the  colonists  to  a  belter  understand- 
ing of  each  other,  and  heli»ed  prepare  them  for 
more  united  action  when  the  lime  came.  This 
was  Uigely  due  to  tlie  far  aeetog  aagad^  and  vigi- 
lant patriotism  of  Franklin. 

l.ieutenant-Governor  (  olilen  \vriu  >  to  the  Earl 
of  Hillsborough,  under  date  of  New  York,  Febniaiy 
ai,  1770-  "My  Lord:  Itia  my  daUr  to  inlbm 
you  that  a  violent  party  continae  tbor  MBidnooa 
endeavors  to  disturb  the  Government,  by  working 
bard  on  the  passions  of   the  populace,  and  ex- 
citing riots,  who  in  every  attempt  have  hitheito 
bam  nnsncoesafuL    *   *   *   jhe  persons  who 
appear  on  these  occasions  are  of  inferior  rank,  but 
it  is  not  doubted  they  are  directed  by  some  persons 
of  distinciion.    They  consist  chiefly  of  Dissenters, 
who  are  very  numerous,  especially  in  the  country. 
'  ♦    *    *   The  most  active  among  them  are  Indie- 
1  pendents  from  New  England,  or  educated  there, 
1  and  of  RepubUcan  principles.    ThiB  friends  of  the 
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admiidatntkM  are  die  Cbnrch  of  England,  the 

Lutherans,  and  the  old  Dutch,  with  several  Pres- 
byierians."  After  this,  he  s^jeaks  of  the  confine- 
ment of  Alexander  McDougal  in  jail  for  writinj^ 
a  seditious  political  article,  expressinx  the  opinion 
that  "  be  highly  deserves  paninnnent^  McDougal 
was  one  of  the  "Sons  of  Lil'erty,"  and  afterwards 
Colonel  of  the  ist  New  Vork  Regiment  in  the 
Revolution  and  a  Major-General  in  the  service.  Ik- 
was  a  member  of  the  Provincial  Congress,  and 
■ftenraids  of  die  Slate  Senate;  He  >nn  a  bnve 
and  trusted  soldier  and  a  valuable  citizen.  We 
note  this  to  (>how  what  kind  of  men  belonged  to 
the  early  patriot  party  and  the  estiniation  in  wbkh 
they  were  held. 

Albany  was  the  renter  of  supplies  for  the  Northern 
Army.  It  would  not  do  to  leave  the  Northern  De- 
partment uiicarcd  for  by  troo|i^.  The  savages  and 
the  Tories  were  plenty  about  the  upper  Hudson  and 
the  Mohawk.  They  only  wanted  an  opportnnity 
to  invade  the  City  of  Albany  ;  to  burn  and  plunder 
its  homes;  carr}'  away  it.<;  military  stores  and  mur- 
der it.s  inhabitants.  Its  suldiery  WES  needed  at 
home  to  protect  what  remained. 

Did  the  women  apply  their  hands  to  the  distalF, 
the  spinning-wheel  and  the  loom,  so  that  the 
soldiers  might  be  sure  of  cfimfurtabie  clolhini?  in 
the  camp  and  field  .'  Did  the  "click  of  the  Kkjih 
and  the  hum  of  the  wheel  "  make  music  harmon- 
ious with  that  of  the  drum  and  life?  Were  tlwre 
Sflinning  matches  and  quilting  bees  among  the 
mothers  and  daughters  of  Albany  County  from 
1774  to  1781?  There  were  no  factories  then  to 
clothe  the  army  by  contract  We  believe  that 
much  of  it  was  done  by  noble  women — the  wives 
and  daughters  of  that  time. 

Were  the  clergy  eloquent  in  the  pulpit  against 
British  aggression,  and  earnest  in  appeal  to  the  spirit 
of  patriotic  doctrine?  Did  they  urge  the  people, 
by  zealous  aiGlivity,to  resist  the  w  rongs  done  to  the 
rights  of  prtmerty  and  personal  freedom,  and,  like 
Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  of  Pitlsfield.  take  the  musket  and 
forth  to  pray  and  fii-ht  for  hcavt'u  and  <  mr  righl-S 
is  Rev.  rhonia.s  ,\llen  left  his  home  and  visited 
Kindetfcook,  Canaan,  Qaverack,  and  other  towns 
in  Kastem  New  York,  q»eaking  to  the  people  and 
advising  the  strongest  measures  against  those  who 
favortil  the  Kini,'.  He  writes  home  to  the  If.ulini,' 
Whigs  of  his  town,  "As  yet  there  are  plenty  of 
arms  to  be  sold  at  Albany;  but  no  powder  is  to  be 
sold  there  for  the  present"  Again,  "The  spirit  of 
liberty  runs  high  at  Albany,  as  you  have  doubtless 
heard  by  their  ■iwn  pitst  at  our  licadc|uarters."' 
"The  New  York  Government  begins  to  be  alive  in 
the  glorious  cause,  and  to  act  with  great  vigor." 
From  these  Statements  we  infer  that  he  visited  Al- 
bany to  quicken  and  stimulate  its  citizens  to  some 
activity.  It  is  also  said  that  t!i<-  s.iiiitcil  Wtsterlo, 
of  tlie  Dutch  Church,  the  most  iullucntial  pastor  in 
ehe  dty  at  that  dme,  was  bold  and  MmIous  for  the 
patriot  cause  in  the  pulpit  and  among  the  people. 

Tories  were  arrested  and  committed  to  gaol  in 
Albany,  until  they  "  humbly  confessed  their  faults. 


asked  forgiveness  and  promised  reibnttatkm.* 

!  Sometimes,  after  df>ing  what  harm  they  cc>uld  to 
their  Whig  neighbors — hiding,  meeting  in  secret 
conclaves,  until  discovered  and  threatened  punish- 
ment— they  ran  away  to  Canada,  Nova  Scotia,  or 
other  safe  place  to  await  the  endj  nAid),  to  their 
mind,  would  be  the  discomfitMS  of  the  rebellious 
NN'higs  and  the  triumph  of  the  loyal  friends  of  King 
George  III.  .\  few  of  these  returned  and  became 
good  citizens.  Others,  self-banished,  suffered  con- 
fiscation of  thdr  estates.  Some  were  bamshed; 
some  were  hanged.  F,  very  where  the  ban  of  society 
was  upon  them;  and  they  were  handled  roughly 
when  arrested. 

Tories  were  plenty  in  New  York,  not  excepting 
Albany  County.  North  Onolina  and  New  York 
were,  for  a  long  time,  regarded  by  the  British  min- 
istry as  loyal  to  the  interests  of  the  Crown,  and  di8« 
trusted  by  the  patriots  of  New  England  and  VLp- 
ginia. 

There  were  many  Tories  who  were  so  from 
ciple,  and  refused  to  take  sides  against  the  parent 
country  from  honest  convictions  of  the  wrongful- 
ness of  such  a  cour^ic.  They  looked  uj)on  the 
Whigs  as  rebels  against  their  sovereign ;  condemned 
the  war  as  tmnatiifal;  and  regarded  the  final  result 
as  surely  disastrous  to  those  who  had  lifted  up  the 

I  arm  of  opposition.  Their  opinions  were  courte- 
ously, liut  firmly  c\[>rrssed;  they  took  every  op- 
portunity to  dissuade  their  friends  and  neighbors 
nom  participating  in  the  rebellion;  and  by  all  their 
words  and  acts  discouraged  the  insurgent  move- 
ment But  they  shouldered  no  musket,girdeil  on  no 
sword,  piloted  no  secret  expedition  against  the  Re- 
publicans. They  were  passive,  noble-minded  men; 
and  deserve  our  respect  for  their  consistency,  and 
our  commiseration  for  their  sufferings  at  the  hands 

j  of  those  who  made  no  distinction  bmween  the  man 
of  honest  opinions  and  the  mamnder  widi  no 
opinions. 

There  was  another  class  of  Tories  governed  by 
the  footpad's  axiom  that  "might  makes  right ' 
They  were  Whigs  when  royal  power  was  weak, 
and  Tories  when  royal  power  wjs  sir<iiiL;.  Tluir 
god  was  mammon,  and  they  otfered  up  human 
sacrifices  in  abundance  upon  its  altars.  They  be- 
came as  relenUess  robbers  and  murderers  of  neigh- 
bors and  Mends  as  the  sa\'ages  of  the  wlldcmess. 

For  some  time  the  T  h  i  s  in  the  ni-ighl  orlpjnd 
of  Albany  were  emjih  >yctl  lu  capturing  prominent 
dtiaens  and  carrying  them  olT  tO  Gsmda  fof  the 

purpose  of  exchange.    Such  aa  attampt  was  made 

on  General  Gansevoort  and  another*on  General 
!  Schuyler,  iimlt  r  direction  of  the  notorious  John 
Waltmeycr,  collcjguc  of  Joe  Bettys,    .\niong  the 
men  of  this  class  was  the  notorious  Thomiis  Lt>ve- 
lace,  who,  after  he  had  run  away  to  Canada,  formed 
a  company  with  five  other  persons  and  letnmed  to 
'  abdiK  t,  jihiniler  and  betray  his  former  neighbors  in 
Saratoga,  Schenectady  and  Albany  Counties.  His 
crimes  were  many.    He  robbed  General  Schuy- 
ler's house  and  attempted  to  cany  oif  Colonel  Van 
Vechten.   He  was  captured,  tnad  and  hung  by 
General  John  Stark,  then  in  command  of  baindts 
\  near  Fish  Creek. 
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HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBAWT. 


The  atony  of  taking  old  Fort  Ticonderoga,  the 
k«gr  to  the  gateway  between  the  Colonies  and  tlie 
Qiaadas,  May  8,  1775,  isftmiBar  to  all   It  waa 

done  under  Colonel  Ethan  Allen,  of  Vermont, 
guided  by  the  boy  Na(han  fitfinan,  and  aided  bjr 


Ground  Plan  of  Old  Fort, 

Colonels  Warner,  of  Vermont,  Brown  and  Easton, 
of  Berkshire.    We  have  no  evidence  that  Albany 

County  had  any  men  .iim  ini;  the  150  who  were  en- 
gaged in  this  bold  movement  The  County  had 
not  then  fiiUjr  organi;red  its  miKtaiy  forces.  Its 
majror  and  many  of  tlic  citizens  were  not  tlicn  de- 
cided in  their  patriotism.  The  city  had  been  called 
on  f  ir  .sii]>p!ies,  but  not  for  men  at  tiiis  time. 
Connecticut  had  lately  sent  a  delegation  of  two  to 
Albany  ' '  to  discover  the  temper  of  the  peojlle  at 
that  place."  It  waa  then  in  doobt 

On  the  19th  of  June,  1775,  George  Washington 
received  hia  oonmiasion  aa  COmroander-in-Cbtef 
of  the  Cbntinoatal  Amy.  Four  Mafor-Generala: 
Artcmas  Ward,  Charles  Lee,  Philip  Schuyler  and 
Israel  Putnam,  were  chosen  ;  and  eight  Brigadier- 
Generals;  Seth  Pomeroy,  Richard  Monteomery, 
David  Wooaier,  William  Heath,  loshua  S 
John  Thomas,  John  SalHvan  and  NndiMiM 
To  these  was  added  Horatio  Gates  as  Adjutant- 
General  with  rank  of  Brigadier. 

In  June,  1775,  Philip  Schuyler,  on  recommen- 
dation of  the  patriota  01  thia  diatricL  having  been 
appointed  as  one  of  the  four  Major-ueneials  of  the 
Continental  Army,  \va<;  ns.signed  tO  the  OOmnsad  of 
the  Northern  Department. 

His  first  movement  was  towards  I'icondeiOgt, 
which  he  reached  July  i8th,  where  he  found  a  gar- 
rison of  i,oeo  Connecticnt  troops  under  Colond 
Hinman,  and  a  few  Berkshire  troops  under  ('olonel 
Easton.  These  troops  were  composed  chiefly  of 
militia,  raw  and  undisciplined,  but  full  of  patriot- 
ism, courage  and  intelligence.  The  invasion  of 
Canada  was  nnder  fiivoiwle  conrideration  by  all 
officers  and  men  Tt  w;i.s  urged  that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  cut  oft  the  approaches  of  British  troops  by 
St.  Lawrence  and  the  Lakes,  and  prevent  the  sud- 
den attacks  of  savages  and  Tories  on  the  borders, 
from  Canada.  It  was  nndentood,  also^  that  many 
Canadians  were  favomblv  disposed  toward  the 
cause  of  the  American  patriots. 


It  was  fiirAer  understood  that  General  Carleton, 
commander  of  the  Briti.«h  forcea  in  Canada,  was 
planttiuig  an  attempt  to  get  possession  of  the  ferts 

upon  the  lakes,  widi  the  ultinsate  purpose  of  invad- 
ing the  valleys  of  the  Muhawk  and  Hudson,  and 
dividing  New  England  from  New  York  and  the 
States  south  and  west. 

Immediate  movements  were  demanded  to  antici- 
pate Carleton.  M.ajor  Brown,  who  had  been  sent 
to  learn  the  situation  at  St  Johns,  Chambly, 
Montreal  and  Quebec,  and  to  try  the  minds  of  the 
l^eople  of  Canada,  leaving  Julv  Silh,  returned 
August  loth,  feeling  sure  tut  *'Now{s  the  time  to 
carry  ( "anni  la.  " 

But  >cni Ills  delays  occurred  in  securing  troops 
and  supplies.  New  York  was  filled  with  Tories 
who  needed  watching;  Boston  wss  besieged;  Con- 
necticut was  threatened  with  invasion  oftts  coasts; 
self-protection  mUSt  be  secured  before  undertaking 
e.\peilitK>ns  to  Canada.  But  General  Schuyler  was 
hopeful  of  success,  and  eager  to  advance.  Major 
Brown  was  placed  in  command  of  the  flotiUa  on 
Lake  Cbamptain.  General  Montgomery  was  at 
Crown  Point  as  Schuyler's  lieutenant  On  .""^cpiem- 
ber  6th,  General  Schuyler,  with  bis  little  army,  wsa 
besieging  St  John'a  It  was  a  long  and  te^oos 
sicse. 

Here  General  Schuyler  began  to  manifest  tiiat 

irresolution  and  timidity  in  meeting  the  dif!iculties 
of  the  military  situation  which,  in  spite  of  his  un- 
doubted personal  bravery,  so  often  filially  marred 
liis  Nonliieni  campaignii,  and  led  many  patriots 
to  dtetrust,  not  only  his  capacity,  bat  his  fidel- 
ity. Deceived  into  a  belief  of  the  strength  of  the 
fort  and  of  the  dangers  around  him.  General  Schuy- 
ler fell  back  to  Isle  Aux-Noix,  and  awaited  rein- 
forcements. Aa  soon  as  September  i6th,  he  was 
compelled  by  ill  healdi  to  return  to  Tkonderoga, 
and  commit  the  movements  of  the  army  to  Mont- 
gomery. 1  he  attempt  upon  St  John's  was  re- 
tarded, and  success  was  hindered  in  many  ways. 
Among  them  were  the  lack  of  ammunition  and  the 
almost  muthious  discontent  of  the  army.  But  aac- 
cesiful  movements  upon  F'ort  Chambly  by  Major 
"Brown,  to  whom  it  was  surrendered  October  19th, 
imparled  new  vigor,  and  led  to  the  surrendo-  of  St. 
John'si  November  ad.  After  thia  Montreal  capitula- 
ted to  Montgomery,  November  lytb.  Montgomeiy, 
w  ith  the  beggarly  remnant  of  his  army  of  St  John's, 
was  at  (,)uebec  December  ist  Here  he  was  joined 
by  Arnold  with  his  New  England  troops,  sent  OB 
from  Cambridge  by  Waiihingtoo.  Here  wen 
Easton  and  Biown,  from  BerkAire;  WooMcr,  firom 
Massachusetts;  Van  Rcnssdacr,  livte^MoO,  asd 
I.amb,  from  New  York. 

The  disastrous  assault  on  Quebec,  made  Decem- 
ber 31,  1775,  which  resulted  in  the  lamented  death 
of  Richara  Montgomeiy  and  the  end  of  theCanadn 
Invasion,  needs  no  further  detail  here.  Every  bright 
schoolboy  has  read  the  sad  storj'.  Let  Montgom- 
erj  s  name  ever  be  revered.  He  was  a  pure  pa- 
triot, ready  to  do  or  suffer  anything  for  country. 
His  courage  was  impetnoos  and  foigetfnl  of  self ; 
while  that  of  .Schuyler,  just  ;k  true,  had  more  of 
caution  in  it    In  this  expedition  everything  was 
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nikftvonble  to  Montgomery  except  bis  own  breve 

and  generous  sou!. 

It  is  true  iliat  Arnold  kept  up  a  useless  siege 
during  the  winter  of  1 775-76,  and  thai  retruits  were 
tent  on  to  reinlbrce  tbe  American  army,  which  still 
mnahMd  in  Canada,  in  the  hope  of  accomplishing 
tfi('  con(Hie^t  of  (hat  tcrritorj-  in  the  comint^  spring 
and  summer,  liul  a  leader  was  wanting';  iliscipline 
was  inipfrfi-cl;  and  sicknes!i  was  weakening  the 
strength  of  men  who  suffered  from  lack  of  clothing, 
food,  and  other  sappliea 

Rurgoyne  came  carlv  in  May  with  succor  for 
Quebec,  and  succeeded  C  arlcttm  in  the  command. 
The  Americans  were  compelled  to  entirely  evacu- 
ate Canada.  The  remnant  arrived  at  Crown  Point 
in  Jme,  *'  disgraced,  defeated,  diaoontented,  dispif- 
ited,  diseased,  naked,  undisciplined;  eaten  up  with 
vermin;  no  clotlies.  IjciIis,  blankets;  no  medicine; 
no  victuals  l)ut  salt  jwrk  and  flour."     Thus  writes 

iobn  Adams,  under  date  ofjuly  7, 1776,  concern- 
ig  our  Nofdiem  Army  at  Crown  Point 
'ITius  resulted  the  first  n)ovetr.r-nt  of  the  .Army  of 
the  Nortliern  Department  under  (.jciicrai  Schuyler. 
His  policy  as  commander  had  Riven  j^reat  dissalis- 
fiiction  to  most  of  the  officers  and  men  in  his  com- 
mand. 

Horatio  fJates,  a  new  and  less  manly  com- 
mander, supplanted  Philip  Schuyler  in  the  North- 
em  command  for  a  brief  time  in  177^'. 

During  the  winter  of  1776-77,  many  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  Continental  Army,  inclading  General 
Gates,  Colonel  Morgan  Lewis,  Colonel  Benedict 
Arnold,  Colonel  John  Brown,  had  their  winter 
qnarteis  in  Albany.  It  was  durinj;  this  winter  that 
Colonel  Brown  wrote  of  Arnold:  "Money  is  this 
man's  God;  and,  to  get  enough  of  it,  he  would 
sacrifice  his  country. '  Three  years  after.  John 
Brown  fell,  fighting  for  bis  country;  while  Arnold 
was  a  branded  tiaitor  and  a  fugitive  in  the  Britiah 
army. 

The  year  1777  was  marked  by  events  that  de- 
manded unusual  exertions  and  sacrifices  from  the 
|K'ople  of  Albany  Countv.  The  summer  wa^  one 
of  intense  anxiety.  An  army  of  disciplined  and 
veteran  British  troops  was  on  the  march  to  Albany 
with  hostile  intent.  To  the  peace-loving  popula- 
tion of  the  city,  their  progress  spread  the  wildest 
I  :r  ir:  to  the  loyal  Tories  ecstasies  of  hope  and  bo!d 
impudence;  to  tbe  patriotic  friends  of  liberty,  anx- 
iety and  dread.  From  mid<«pring  to  late  autumn 
>  all  was  excitement,  alarm,  and  activity.    The  city 

was  threatened  with  all  the  horrors  of  savage 
butchery  and  the  invasitii  of  an  unscrupulous 
soidiei)'.  John  Burg(»ne,  willi  loud-mouthed 
threats  to  the  enemiea  of  Qamk  Britain,  and  prom- 
ises of  protection  and  favor  to  tbe  weait  and 
I  doubtinj:^,  was  on  his  way  from  Oinada  with  his 

I  UjOOf.  men,  made  up  uf  hlooily  Indians,  merce- 

I  nar>'  Hessians,  and  war-trained  Scotchmen  and 

Englishmen.  lie  considered  his  maicb  sure  to 
end  in  triumph.  His  aim  was  to  cut  off  New 
England  with  all  its  supplies  of  men  and  means, 
from  the  south,  and  thus  make  llie  divided  and 
weakened  armies  9  swre  pre^  to  the  British  Crown, 


In  Albany  he  expected  to  meet  Clinton  moving  up 

the  Hudson  from  New  'S'ork.  and  St.  Lecjer  with 
his  victorious  forces  from  ( )bWcgo  and  Fort  Stan- 
wi.x,  coming  down  the  Mohawk.  With  ambitious 
and  able  commanders  and  splendid  soldiership  and 
appointments,  with  wdl  laid  plana,  the  rcsatt 

feemed  1  rrtiin. 

F.arly  m  July,  old  Fort  Ticonderoga,  garris'>ned 

'  by  Sl  Clair  and  his  scarcely  3,000  men,  most 
of  them  poorly  provided  for  defense,  was  found 
to  be  nntenabie.  It  was  ibond  that  Burgoyne's 
skilled  eni,nnrers  had  it  entirely  at  their  mercy, 
and  it  was  loiist  i|uentl\  ha.stil}'  evacuated. 

'  Although  CoKiiiel  John  Trumbull  had,  in  1776, 
with  characteristic  sagacity,  explained  to  Generals 
Gates  and  Schuyler  the  wt«k  points  in  die  defense 
of  that  fort,  nothing  was  done.  Schuyler  and  St. 
Clair  had  expressetl  tliem.selves  ct>nfident  that  the 
post  was  secure  from  any  attack  which  Hurgoyne 
could  bring  to  bear  upon  iu  They  had  accumulated 
stores,  and  rested  in  apparent  aecority.  Bat  die 
commanding  batter)'  upon  Mount  Defiance  made 
retreat  the  oidy  alternative.  .Scarcity  of  ammuni- 
tion and  danger  (if  reinforcement  did  not  chiefly 
decide  the  question  of  retreat.  Nor  did  want  of 
courage.  It  was  forced  discretion.  One  diviriM 
of  the  retreating  army,  under  Colonel  Long,  was 
overtaken  at  the  head  of  l  ake  George,  now  White- 
hall, an<l  after  suffering  loss  ol  artillery  and  stores, 
pushed  on  to  Fort  Ann,  where,  turning  upon  its 
pursuers,  a  gallant  stand  was  made  near  that  fort 
The  importance  of  the  battle  fought  here  under 
General  Schuyler,  with  500  men  from  Rensselaer 
Manor,  has  iu;ver  been  duly  estimated  in  hibinry. 
Many  .\lbany  men  were  killed  and  wounded  here, 
and  a  decided  check  was  put  upon  tbe  advance 
of  the  British  army,  much  to  the  advancement, 
of  the  patriot  cause. 

Sl.  Clair's  division,  after  severe  fighting  and 
heavy  losses,  made  its  way  through  woods  and 
swamps,  and  over  streams  to  Fort  Edward,  where 
Schuyler  had  fixed  his  headquarters.  Here  he  WtS 
met  by  Colonel  Long  and  his  division. 

The  loss  of  Ticonderoga,  the  traditional  strong- 
hold to  which  they  and  tlieir  fathers  bad  looked 
for  protection,  naturally  filled  the  patriots  of  New 
York  and  Massachusetts  with  the  most  serious  ap- 
prehension. There  was  consternation  everywhere. 
The  way  was  considered  open  to  Burgnyne  for  easy 
attainment  of  all  his  aims.  Nothing  but  desolation 
and  death  stared  the  people  in  the  towns  and  vil- 
l.iges  along  the  Hudson  in  tbe  fiice.  Unjust 
charges  of  cowardice  were  laid  at  the  door  of  St 

I  Clair  ;  and  treachery,  incompetence,  or  inefficiency 
in  Schuyler  were  outspoken  by  many,  especially  by 
the  New  England  troops. 

The  evacuation  of  Fort  Ticonder<M;a  filled  Gen- 
eral .Schuyler  with  d  scouragement.  On  the  a6th  of 
July  he  dismissed  half  the  Militia  of  New  England 
and  of  Albany  County.  A  month  later  he  .sent 
away  the  greater  part  of  the  remainder.  This  be 
did  while  the  enemy  were  marching  toward  Albany, 
and  he  never  had  greater  need,  not  only  of  kee|)ing 

I  the  men  he  had,  but  of  increasing  their  number. 

'  His  excuse  for  thi^  singular  course  was,  first,  that 
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he  dismissed  a  put  iMt  be  might  loee  the  whole ; 
and,  then,  haviBf  mn  tcmif  eboot  one  h»ir,  be 
might  a«  well  Knd  home  fbe  other  b«K  He 

alleged  that  his  militia,  men  of  Berkshire  and  Al- 
bany Counties,  were  very  impatient  to  get  home  to 
their  fioma.  Bancroft  tells  us  that  Schuyler  was 
importuning  Washington  to  send  him  Souihern  i 
soldiers,  alleging  that  one  of  them  was  worth  two 
from  the  Eastern  States.  It  is  well  known  that  the 
Militia  of  Albany  and  Ikrkshire  held  the  Com- 
mander of  the  Northern  Department  at  this  time  in 
gnat  distmst;  and  thcgr  well  knew  the  slight  imrd 
In  which  ther  were  hdo  by  him.  The  state  of  feel- 
ing between  Tipncral  Schnvler  and  his  troops  was 
very  unfortunate  at  this  lime.  Rude  and  unculti- 
vated as  many  of  these  men  wei^  tbejT  had  brave 
and  honest  hearts,  which  thqr  proved  sooo  on  the 
fields  of  Bennington  and  Saimtoga  nnder  leaden 
that  knew  them. 

No  battle  of  the  Revolution  took  a  more  [H»\verlul 
and  permanent  hold  upon  tlie  hearts  of  the  people 
of  that  day  than  that  ol  Bennington  on  the  i6th  of 
Angast,  1777.  Its  resato  were  dimppointing  to 
BUrgoyne.  Almost  unopposed  had  been  his  inarch 
npon  Albany  nntil  that  day.  H  is  army  w  as  one  of 
terror  to  the  friends  of  liberty.  They  could  see 
nothing  but  the  anion  of  Clinton,  coming  up  the 
Hudson,  with  Borgoyne  coming  down  to  Albany, 
AaS  making  a  Com[)lete  armed  barrier,  dis  iding  the 
East  from  the  Soutij  and  West.  The  course  oi  the 
proud  army  was  stayed  by  tlie  arms  of  a  militia, 
gathered  from  the  hills  of  New  Kn^jand  for  the  oc- 
casion. Then-  boasting  was  changed  to  doubt  and 
fear  by  the  event.  There  were  no  soldiers  fmrn 
New  York  in  this  fight.  Many  were  men  w  iio  iiad 
once  been  led  by  Ethan  Allen,  of  the  Green  Moun- 
,  tains,  Thcgr  were  led  by  John  Stark,  a  bom  sol- 
dier, of  determined  indepiaidence  and  eoeigj,  «Hbo 
refused  to  be  trammeled  bj  Schoyler  Or  the  Conti- 
nental Congress. 

This  should  be  said  in  regard  to  the  attitude  of 
the  New  York  and  New  England  Indians  during 
the  Revolution : 

The  Mohawks  were  always  at  war  with  the  Mo- 
hegans,  on  the  cast  bank  of  the  Hudson,  who  bore 
their  yoke  with  uneasiness  and  frequent  outbreaks. 
These  New  England  Indiana  bad  no  friendly  feel- 
ings toward  the  Dutch,  whom  tliey  looked  upon  as 
allies  of  their  Iroquois  enemies. 

Forced,  as  these  Eastern  red  men  were,  by  the 
trading  Dutch  and  the  jealous  Mohawks,  back  over 
the  western  slopes  of  die  Hudson  into  the  valleys  of 
the  Hoosatonic  and  the  Ctmnecticiit,  tfiey  seldom 
met  durin;^  the  tokmial  period  after  the  first  years. 
When  they  did,  there  was  only  .\  renewal  of  con- 
tention and  bloodshed,  the  result  of  which  al- 
ways asserted  the  superior  power  of  the  Western 
savages. 

All  ed'orts  to  bring  together  the  Iroquois  under 
the  inlluence  of  the  Christian  religion  or  civilization 
were  only  partially  successful,  except  with  the  Onei- 
das  and  Tuscaroras,  of  whom  the  Stockbridge  In- 
diana came  to  speak  of  as  brotheta.  Bothhsidbeen 
taught  Christianity  and  freedom  by  NeW  Engtaod 
Furitaii  tniisipnaries. 


They  united  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  in  the 
cause  of  the  ooloniMa  agunat  the  Crown,  and  thns 
again  met  in  battle  their  ancient  fises,  the  Mobawfcs, 

w  ho,  under  the  influence  and  lead  of  the  Johnsons 
and  Huticrs,  did  deeds  of  indescribable  cruelty  in 
every  northern  battle  where  they  bad  opportunity; 
and,  in  conjunction  with  the  Tories,  carried  the 
firebrsnd,  tM  tomahawk,  and  the  scalping-kniie  to 
many  a  peaceful  home  and  village  along  the  Mo- 
hawk, the  Schobarie,  and  the  Susquehanna. 

All  the  efforts  of  General  Scbvjmrand  other  del- 
egatea  from  Albany,  in  conferences  with  the  Su 
Nations  in  1774,  when  they  pledged  nentrslity.  and 
at  Guy  Park  in  May.  1775,  were  overborne  by  the 
money  and  promises  of  the  British  crown  and  the 
artful  intrigues  of  Guy  and  John  Johnson,  with  the 
alliance  of  Joseph  Brant  and  the  Tory  BatkNi 

The  wont  cmdties  inflicted  by  Uieae  mvage  Lh 
dians,  and  worse  than  savage  whites,  fell  upon  the 
peaceful  homes  of  Old  Tryon  Count)-.  Albany 
County  was  so  well  defended  that  it  was  left  alone 
by  ttiem.  The  only  ezoeptioo  happened  in  the 
town  of  Benie^  of  whidi  a  good  noooont  is  given 
in  the  hiitofy  of  that  place. 

Peter  Ganskvoort  was  bom  in  Albany,  July  17, 
1749.  He  was  among  the  troops  which  accom- 
panied Schuyler,  in  1775,  in  his  movement  towaid 

Canada,  and  accompanied  Montgomery,  with  the 
rank  of  Major,  in  his  unfortunate  assault  upon 
Quebec  in  December  of  that  year.  The  next  yesr 
be  was  appointed  a  Colonel  in  the  New  York  line, 
and  took  command  of  Foit  Sdiuyler,  previously 
called  Fort  Stanwix,  sitoated  where  is  now  the  City 
of  Rome,  in  the  spring  of  1777.  For  his  gallant 
defense  of  this  post  against  St.  Leger,  in  his  at- 
tempted march  from  Oswtgo  down  the  Mohawk, 
to  meet  Bnrgoyne  at  Albany,  he  received  the  Aanks 
of  Congress. 

In  1781  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  Uriga- 
dier-General  by  the  State  of  New  York.  He  was^ 
for  many  years  after  the  war,  nsilimiy  agent;  and 
held  other  offices  of  trust   He  was  hdd  in  Ug^ 

esteem  as  a  soldier  for  bravery  and  good  judgment, 
and  as  a  citizen,  for  intelligence  and  uprightness. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  62  years,  July  2,  1812. 

When  Colonel  Gansevoort  took  command  oi 
Fort  Schuyler,  in  early  summer  of  1777,  the  Ibrt 
was  unfinishe<i  and  feebly  garrisoned.  The  patri- 
otic citizens  of  Mohawk  N-alley  were  paralyzed  with 
fear.  They  saw  nothing  but  defeat  and  ruin  should 
the  disciplined  army  of  St.  L^ger  lidl  upon  Fort 
Sdiuyler.   They  knew  no  way  of  snocesmi  raisl- 

ance  should  he  attcmjit  to  march  down  the  vallev 
to  Albany.  Many  timid  and  wavering  ones  became 
Lojralists,  or,  at  best,  weak  and  pas^sivc  patriots. 
But  Colonel  Gansevoort  was  vigilant  and  hopeful, 
apfwaling  for  aid  to  Geneml  Schuyler  and  the  Pro- 
vincial Congress,  and  putting  forUi  every  possible 
effort  to  be  ready  for  the  enemy.  On  the  ist  of  .Au- 
gust, St.  Leger,  with  his  Tory  rangers  and  hisblood- 
thirsQr  Indians  under  Brant,  were  ready  to  invest 
the  fort  with  a  force  1,700  strong.  Gansevoort  had 
only  750  men,  among  whom  were  the  brave  and  sa- 
gacioiu  Colonel  Mahnus  Willett  and  his  regimenu 
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A  few  other  recruits,  and  ammanitiOD  and  provis- 
ion for  a  siege  of  six  weeks  soon  came.  The  siege 
began  August  4th.  The  British  commander  sent  a 
pompous  niaiiifi  sto  iiilo  the  fort,  and  a  dispatch  to 
Burgojrne  assuring  him  that  he  expected  they  would 
toon  meet  at  Albany  as  victors. 

We  arc  not  called  upon  to  detail  the  carnage  of 
Oriskany,  August  6th,  where  the  brave  Nicholas 
Herkimer  and  his  800  Mohawk  Valley  men  fell  intu 
an  ambuscade  of  Tories  and  savages,  while  on  their 
march  to  relieve  General  Gansevoort  Herkimer, 
badly  wounded,  did  his  duty  with  wonderful  endur- 
ance and  coolness  until  the  battle  was  over,  and 
then  was  b<:>rne  to  his  home  to  die  with  the  unskilled 
surgeon's  knife,  as  many  a  noble  soldier  has  done 
before  and  since;  nor  need  we  dwell  upon  the 
sortie  of  Colonel  Willett,  in  which  this  man  of 
daring  courage  suddenly  and  furiously  attacked  the 
enemy,  put  tln-m  to  rout,  mack-  an  end  to  this 
bloody  struggle  at  Oriskany,  and  brought  bis  force 
bade  to  the  fort  without  loss  of  a  man;  nor  need 
we  repeat  the  particulan  of  the  reinforcement  sent 
by  Schuyler  from  Stillwater,  under  Arnold,  and 
the  stratagem  that  friij(it<_n'jil  St.  Lejjer's  Indians, 
leading  him  to  raise  the  siege  betbre  Fort  Schuyler 
on  the  23d  of  August,  and  make  a  haatjr  m^jalt 
toivaid  Wood  Credi  to  join  Burgoyne. 

The  courage  of  Gansevoort  held  out  during  this 
siege  of  tu  cuu  Ln  s,  although  it  lacked  like  ulti- 
mate surrender  because  ammunition  and  food  had 
neariy  given  out,  and  many  of  his  men  advised 
sarrender.  Herkimer,  Willett,  and  Arnold  deserve 
all  praise  for  the  pan  they  acted  in  preventing  St. 
I^ger  from  carrying  out  the  plan  of  meeting  Bur- 
goyne at  Albany.  We  have  reason  to  believe  that 
there  were  Albany  County  men  with  Gansevoort  and 
with  Arnold;  but  we  have  not  found  their  names. 

After  the  departure  of  St  Leger,  General  Ganse- 
voort and  his  legiment  ha<l  charge  of  repairing 
Fort  Plain  and  erecting  the  block  house  near  it, 
where  they  were  statiooed  for  some  time  to  take 
charge  of  the  laige  mnntity  of  stores  destined  for 
Fort  Stanwix;  to  watch  die  movements  of  the  In- 
dian and  Tories;  and  to  be  ready  to  render  services 
in  case  of  any  atucks  made  by  them  in  the  vicinity. 

The  iqKMt  of  the  designs  of  Burgoyne  and  St 
Leger,  seemed  at  first  to  paralyze,  not  arouse,  the 
Whigs  of  Mohawk  Vallef.  They  began  to  regard 
the  patriot  cause  as  almost  hopeless.  They  hesi- 
tated whether  to  prepare  for  defense  against  disd- 
pUned  British  soldiers  or  to  supinely  await  the 
ooniae  of  events.  The  event  awakened  new  con* 
lidenoe  and  effort 

The  story  of  Saratoga  and  the  taking  of  Bur- 
goyne is  too  fiuniliar  to  require  repetition  here. 
Indeed,  our  qMUse  is  too  limited  to  give  it  in  satis- 
factory detail.  It  is  wdl  Icnown  that  the  patriotic 
Philip  Schuyler  was  superseded  a  few  days  l^efore 
the  battle  by  Horatio  Gates,  an  experienced,  trained 
militar)-  officer  of  English  birth;  good  at  making 
plans;  infoiior  to  Schuyler  as  a  man;  aelfnh,  and 
ambitioas;  not  remarkable  for  anjdMdiof  pairl- 
otistn  or  of  daring  bravery,  either  at  tUt  tiine  or 
any  other. 


Schuyler  was  cautious,  and  in  such  an  emeigency 
as  that  in  which  he  was  placed  by  the  advance  of 
Burgoyne  and  his  proud  army,  and  his  own  ill- 
appointed  and  unea.sy  troops,  he  might  well  be  so. 
But  Schuyler  was  not  the  man  for  the  occasion. 
He  was  not  a  man  for  his  soldiers.  He  was  too 
dilatory;  he  did  not  understand  his  men,  nor  did 
they  understand  him.  His  conduct,  after  he  was 
superseded,  was  worthy  of  all  praise.  No  doubt 
he  felt  the  seeming  degradation,  but  at  no  point 
could  he  be  accused  of  neglecting  his  duty  as  a 
patriotic  citizen.  Hiswise  counsels  and  bis  means 
were  at  the  command  of  his  country.  No  doubt 
some  of  his  movements  in  falling  back  before  Bur- 
goyne's  march  seemed  then  cowardly.  It  is  doubt- 
ful if  his  final  stand,  talun  near  the  forks  of  the 
Moliawk,  where  he  entrenched  himself  and  his 
small  army  as  well  as  he  could,  on  Van  Schaick 
and  Haver  Islands,  was  well  taken.  The  people 
of  his  own  county  began  to  fear  that  he  was 
not  equal  to  the  emeigenqr,  and  the  fcdings 
of  the  New  England  troops  was  very  bitter  against 
him.  It  was  difficult  to  enlist  men  to  fight  under 
him.  These  facts,  not  forgetting  his  really  worthy 
character  as  a  man  and  as  a  patriot,  seemed  to 
justify  the  course  pursued  by  CongTSM  hi  super- 
sedinjg;  him.  After  this  was  done,  a  new  ^irit 
seemed  to  pervade  the  Northern  Deportment,  and 
all  [  i  ssible  efforts  were  cheerfiltlj  made  to  pievent 
the  advance  of  Burgoyne. 

The  magnanimity  of  Schuyler  was  aliown  after 
the  battle,  by  his  treatment  of  Buigoyoe  and  bis 
snite  at  his  own  house  in  Albany;  his  gallant 
treatment  of  the  ami-ible  Madame  Riedesel;  and 
his  humane  aid  in  behalf  of  the  sick  and  wounded 
soldiers.  More  than  a  thousand  of  them  were 
taken  to  tlie  hospital  and  even  into  the  houses  of 
Albany,  including  friends  and  foes,  and  there  had 
the  best  of  care. 

We  feel  justified  in  this  connection,  in  making 
an  extract  from  Smith's  "  History  of  Flttsfidd^"  as 
giving  a  fair  estimate  of  the  chancier  of  General 
Schuyler  in  connection  with  the  cause  that  led  to 
his  being  superseded  l)y  Gates.  It  also  aids  much 
in  understanding  the  state  of  feeling  at  (hat  pe- 
riod: 

"The  calamitous  termination  of  the  invasion 
of  Canada  brought  to  its  culmination  the  opposi- 
tion to  Schuyler,  which,  in  King's  District,  the 
County  ot  Berkshire,  and  in  the  New  Hampshire 
GnntS,  had  been  growing  ever  since  fak  appomt- 
ment  to  jSoit  Northern  command. 

"An  unblemished  patriot,  a  gallant  soldier,  and 
no  mean  statesman,  Schuyler  was  yet  distinguished 
by  qualities,  both  (>ositive  and  negative,  which 
rendered  him,  if  qualified  fcH-  any  departmental 
command,  remarkably  ill-adapted  to  that  which 
was  assigned  him,  between  a  majority  of  whose 
people  and  himself  there  existed  an  incompatibility 
which  resulted  in  an  antagonism  faul  to  the  public 
interest  An  aristocrat  of  aristocrats,  he  hated 
the  roboatioiis  democmcf  of  Mamachunetts,  and 
the  Mill  ruder  independence  of  the  settlers  upon 
the  Grants.  A  New  Yorker  of  New  "\'orki  rs,  i'  i 
I0U8  of  the  rights  of  his  Province,  he  participated 
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to  the  Ml  in  the  feeling  excited  by  tbe  tlkgcd  en- 

croachments  of  the  New  Englanders  upon  her 
eastern  borders,  and  was  prepared  to  resist,  at  any 
cost,  the  new  invasion  of  h<  r  territory,  under  pre- 
tense of  patents  from  New  Hampshire.  Intimate, 
todftUjr  and  personally,  ^vith  many  of  the  higher 
chus  of  Ix)yalists  in  King's  District,  he  coald  not 
be  made  to  believe  them  guilty  of  the  secret  plots 
against  their  country  and  the  violation  of  their 
solemn  pledges,  of  which  they  were  popularly  ac- 
cmed,  Annoyed  by  the  evil  deeds  of  the  Tories 
be  was  opposed  to  them;  bat  be  was  indignant  at 
die  harsh  treatment  with  which  the  Sons  of  Liberty 
treated  his  friends,  the  Van  Schaicks,  and  others  of 
suspected  Toryism,  and  was  not  in  iavor  of  a  cer- 
tain dtts  of  Whigs.  This  led  to  ill*blood  and  bitter 
opposition  to  his  pranotioii. 

"Coming  to  his  command  with  a  nervous  hor- 
ror of  partisan  warfare,  he  attritnited  that  tharattcr 
to  the  proud-spirited  and  ambitious  militia  of  the 
Ulb^  WOO,  used  to  hardy  and  independent  enter- 
prise, were  not  ca^y  controlled,  but  kept  him  in 
perpetual  terror  of  some  rash  adventure,  while  they 
failed  him  in  executing  his  best-laid  schctncs  of 
blling  back  for  an  in  letinitely  postponed  advance. 
And  ne  Itfiiscil  tu  renounce  his  prejudices  agninst 
them,  even  when  he  found  that  they  alone  won 
victories  in  his  department,  and,  basing  won  them, 
showed  a  regard  for  the  amenities  of  liDnorable 
warfare,  and  observed  its  laws  with  a  scrupulous 
nioe^  which  put  to  shame  the  regularairiioai  they 
encountered.  He  failed  to  perceive  a  coaitsff 
which  was  not  expressed  in  courtly  phrase,  or  to 
recognize  chivalry  except  in  those  <if  c^eiule  blood 
— as  gentility  went  in  provincial  America.  As  a 
soldier,  his  courage  was  proved;  as  a  gcnecsl, 
few  in  the  American  armies  could  better  set  a 
squadron  in  the  field,  or  were  more  fiuniliar  with 
the  rulcb  <  >f  llieir  art.  As  a  commander  of  a  de- 
partment, nunc  labored  more  arduDUsly,  or  gave 
themselves  with  more  untiring  zeal  and  industry  to 
the  unthankful  task  of  providing  material  of  war; 
none  did  so  more  unselfishly,  as  was  grandly  shown 
in  his  ceaseless  exertions  tO  supply  the  northern 
army  when  forbiden  to  hope  for  any  large  share  in 
the  glory  of  its  anticipated  achievements.  But  he 
was  destitute  of  that  great  element  in  generalship 
which,  given  a  oertsin  soldiery  widi  which  to  ac- 
complish a  sj)ecific  end,  takes  them  as  it  finds 
them,  with  all  their  faults  and  with  all  their  excel- 
lences,  wins  their  coolideiioe^  and  makes  the  most 
of  what  is  in  them.  Schnjier,  on  the  .cootmry, 
iietfully  magnified  the  imperfections  of  the  men 
committed  to  him,  and  was  perversely  blind  to 
their  good  qualities  as  soldiers.  Assigned  to  a 
portion  surrounded  by  innumerable  difficulties, 
he  poaMsaed  nothing  of  the  spirit  whidi  deltghu  to 
encoanter  obstacles;  the  energy  which  ttims  them 
to  its  own  account:  and,  least  of  all,  that  calm 
strength  which  endures  without  complaint  what 
cannot  be  avoided  or  changed." 

Much  of  that  which  was  to  be  regretted  in  him 
wss  die  result  of  the  depressing  inflaence  of  ill- 
health;  and,  review  ing  his  career,  we  cannot  fail  to 
recognize  the  true  patriot  and  statesman,  and  tbe 


general,  whoee  abilities  would  iwve  given  him  per- 
haps, brilliant  success  in  almost  any  Otlwr  field 

than  that  in  which  he  was  placed. 

The  radical  Whigs,  who  controlled  the  politics 
of  his  department,  were  hardly  to  be  expected  so 
clearly  to  perceive  his  merits.  Between  the  revo- 
lutionary committees  of  that  region  and  such  a 
man  as  we  have  described,  conflict  was  ine\itab1e. 
Of  political  and  social  sentiments,  the  very  reverse 

iof  those  which  characterized  Schuyler,  the  com- 
mittees were  also  extremely  unlike  him  in  temper* 
ament  and  habits  of  thought  Impetuous,  some- 
times even  to  rashness,  in  their  zeal,  they  and  their 
followers  were  ever  ready  to  rally  in  sudden  emer- 
I  gency,  or  for  the  execution  of  dashing  enterprises; 
but,  if  the  op|>ortunity  to  meet  the  enemy  was  not 
speedily  accorded  them,  they  grew  impatient  of  tbe 
necessary  restraint  of  military  discipline.  In  their 
theory  of  the  an  if  w.ir.  retreat  was  i  initied  from 
j  the  list  of  contingencies.  As  a  gener.il,  Fabius 
was  by  no  means  a  model  in  their  esteem.  Judg- 
ing tfaie  readinem  of  all  men  to  make  sacrifices  for 
I  their  country  by  their  own,  they  underrated  the  im- 
I  pediments  «  hiLh  Schuyler  fuund  in  raising  armies 
and  accumulating  stores.  Intolerant  of  the  luke- 
warmness  of  moderate  Whigs,  as  well  as  of  the  mis- 
deeds of  the  Loyalists,  they  denounced  the  former 
in  no  measured  terms,  while  they  advocated  and 
practiced  the  most  rigid  discipline  of  the  latter. 
Many  of  them,  of  narrow  experience  in  affairs,  and 
wanting  that  liberally  towards  opponents  which 
contact  with  the  great  world  brings,  they  coold 
not  explain  the  perhaps  over-generous  sentiments 
of  Schuyler  towards  some  ot  those  whom  they 
classed  indiscriminately  as  the  enemies  of  American 
liberty,  except  upon  tM  hypodieais  of  his  ajrmpatliy 
with  their  Toryism. 
When,  therefore,  information  came  to  Beritshire 
;  and  King's  district  of  the  sad  a.spect  which  affairs 
wore  in  Canada  and  finally,  that  all  which  had 
been  gained  there  at  Sttch  giMt  cost  was  wrested 
from  tbe  Amerii  imi  smiitlng  ander  tbe  disap- 
pdntment  of  hopes  which  with  diem  had  beat 
more  sanguine  than  elsewhere,  the  people  of  those 
districts  were  ready  to  charge  the  commander  who, 
although  not  long  personally  in  the  field,  had  from 
tlie  fiiat  been  nominally  at  the  head  of  opeiBtioa% 
with  the  responribllity  for  their  misenbie  lUhire. 
Among  its  prime  causes.  tlie\  ruiked  the  brief 
delay  before  St.  John's,  to  which  he  had  been  per- 
suaded by  the  report  of  a  treacherous  informer  to 
tbe  neglect  of  the  tratlifal  rqMteaentations  of  John 
Brown  and  James  Livingston.  Other  missteps  of 
the  expedition  were  attributed  to  him,  oltenest  un 
justly,  through  the  malignancy  of  his  enemies,  who 
played  upon  the  popular  feeling  through  unscrupu- 
lous emissaries,  who  ibund  powerful  aoxiiiaries  in 
Schuyler's  unfortunate  peculiarities. 

The  disaster  to  St.  Leger,  and  the  unexpected 
check  made  by  tlie  brave  Stark  at  Bennington,  tell 
like  an  incubus  on  Bargoyne's  army.  IndiaiiB 
deserted  and  Loyalists  wera  lem  coBlideint. 
We  need  not  tell  what  was  done  by  Gatea. 
I  What  he  did  was  well  done,  as  events  proved.  But 
i  it  has  w^ll  been  said  that  the  blunders  qi  Burgoyn^ 
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were  quite  as  helpful  to  the  petlioC  cause  as  was 
the  skill  of  Gates.  Around  bim  came  Lincoln, 
Poor,  Scammell,  Woolcott,  Qlley,  Putnam,  Dear- 
bom,  Brooks,  (jlcnn,  Nixon,  \Vhijiplc,  ^^'arner, 
Hull,  Fellows,  Hale,  Bailey,  and  other  brave  com- 
manders, with  their  full  brigades  from  New  Eng- 
land, full  of  the  patriotic  fire  long  kept  alive 
among  those  sons  of  the  Puritans.  They  were  men  ; 
who  "trusted  in  God  ;\nJ  kept  their  powder  dry." 
Indeed  Gates  himself  says:  "My  New  England 
troops  did  the  fighting  at  Saratoga."  But  we  must 
not  fiul  to  do  justice  to  the  daring  Arnold,  who 
was  one  of  the  bravest  men,  and  did  some  of  the 
most  LlTctti\c  fighting  in  the  battle.  Nor  do  we 
forget  the  brave  Morran,  of  Virginia,  with  his  un- 
ormg  mariiBmea,  The  bnveat  men  of  Albany 
Coan^,  too,  were  there  under  Abraham  Ten 
Broeck.  Soldiers  from  the  lower  Hudson  were 
liiere  under  Henry  and  James  Livingston,  mem- 
bers of  a  family  that  was  always  on  tiie  side  of 
freedom,  learning  and  public  progress.  Van  G)urt- 
land  was  there  too,  with  bis  brigade,  and  Morgan 
Lewis  was  also  there.  It  would  take  a  volume  to 
tell  all  that  was  doBC^  and  give  appropriate  piaiae  to 
all  who  did  it 

When  all  was  over,  and  the  army  of  Burgoyne 
bad  left  the  country,  Albany  County  was  safe.  Ila 
soldiers  were  in  no  more  important  battle&  The 
war  was  c.irricd  to  the  fouiL  Albany  was  kept 
on  the  homo  guard. 

After  the  surrender  of  Hurgoyne,  so  Gur  aa  we 
have  learned,  the  troops  from  Albany  Coonty  gen- 
erally retired  to  their  homes. 

The  fis:hung  was  done  in  the  more  southerly 
departments — in  New  jersey,  Pennsylvania,  and 
States  further  south.  The  palnlul  marches  and 
the  peatileotial  encampments  were  made  there 
mostly.  The  troops  hi  the  sendee  were  hem  New- 
England  and  die  Atbntic  States  sooth  of  New 
Yorii. 

Thi%  well  eallcd  one  of  the  decisive  battles  of 
histoiy,  was  fought  in  oar  territory,  almost  at  the 
gates  of  our  d^,  and  aided  by  tlie  services  and 

resources  of  the  brave  men  that  0006  made  their 

homes  in  our  own  county. 

Following  this  there  was  much  fear  fixun  the 
lurking  Indians  and  Tories;  there  was  much  watch- 
ing and  guarding,  and  not  u  little  skirmishing. 

The  council  held  at  Johnstown  on  the  9th  of 
March,  \^^^,  totiy  once  more  to  secure  the  neu- 
trally, if  not  the  co-^^t^ratton  of  all  the  Six  National 
was  represented  on  behalf  of  Congress  by  Vblkert 
P.  Douw,  and.  perhaps.  General  Philip  .Schuyler. 
But  it  resulted  in  no  change  of  policy.  Only  the 
Onddas  and  Tascatoras  pledged  abiding  mend- 
ship^ 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1779,  upon  the  urgent 
entreaty  of  General  l^chuyler  made  to  Congress, 
and  under  tiic  direction  of  General  James  Clinton, 
an  expedition  was  nndcrtakai  against  the  Onon- 
dua  Indian^  ander  command  of  Colon^  Van 
Scbaick,  with  558  strong  men  selected  from  his 
own  regiment  and  that  of  fleneral  Gansevoort. 
Its  object  was  to  punish  that  bloodthirsty  tribe, 


and  deter  its  waniors  from  future  cruelties.  The 
expedition  lasted  six  days,  and  returned  to  Fort 
Stawnix  without  the  loss  of  a  man.    The  little 

army  hail  .scattered  the  tribe,  destroyed  three  of  its 
villages,  horses  and  cattle,  a  large  quantity  of  pro- 
visions, killed  twelve  Indians  and  taken  thirty-three 
prisoners.  This  punishment  was  deserved,  but  of 
doubtful  policy.  It  led  to  the  destruction  of  Co- 
hleskill,  attacks  u]ion  Canajoharic,  Stone  Arabia, 
and  other  places  soon  after;  and  finally  compelled 
the  fearful  and  effective  chastisement  luder  Gen- 
eral John  Sullivan,  of  all  the  savage  tribes  in 
Western  New  York. 

In  tiio  spring  of  1780,  Colonel  Van  ."^chaick,  in 
command  of  Soo  militia,  was  sent  from  Albany  by 
Governor  Clinton  to  pursue  Sir  John  Johnson,  who 
was  making  destructive  inroads  upon  the  small 
settlements  along  the  Mohawk  Valley.  Sir  John 
left  his  punsuers  betiiiid  and  escaped  to  Canada. 
Colonel  Van  .Schaick  w;u5  a  valiant  officer,  and  did 
good  service  in  a  military  and  civil  capacity.  A 
portrait  and  memorial  of  his  life,  prepared  by  Miss 
Jane  Van  5H:haick,  of  Albany,  appears  in  this 
history. 

In  the  latter  part  of  1784,  while  our  troops  had 
little  to  do  but  to  watch  and  wait,  certain  regiments 
of  General  Gansevoort's  brigade  were  stationed  be> 
tween  the  ^ttenkill  and  the  Hoosick,  waidng  fur- 
ther orders.  This  was  near  the  New  Hampshire 
Grants,  in  which  dwelt  some  of  tiic  boldest  men  in 
the  States,  and  particularly  ready  to  resist  any  ag- 
gressions from  the  State  of  New  York,  whidi 
claimed  jurisdiction  over  these  Grants.  Snoetbare 
were  no  British  troops  to  fight,  the  old  tniaUMiticS 
broke  out.  and  the  Careen  Mountain  Boys  who  had 
fought  at  Bennington  and  Saratoga,  were  declared 
in  a  state  of  insurrection,  lliis  broke  oat  in  the 
regiments  of  Colonels  John  and  Henry  K.  Van 
Rensselaer  and  Peter  \'ates.  Indeed,  the  militia 
in  tliis  vicinity  seetned  generally  to  take  sides  with 
the  people  ot  liie  (Irants,  with  whom  they  became 
in  sympathy  in  the  alliance  of  the  battle-field  and 
the  camp.  General  . Gansevoort,  onAe  5th  of  De- 
cember, ordereil  Colonels  Yate«,  Van  Vcchten  and 
\  an  Rensselaer  to  march  to  St.  Coych  and  quell 
the  insurrection.  Governor  Ginton  directed  Gen- 
eral Robert  Van  RenasebMr's  brigade  to  aasiet  Gen- 
eral Gansevoort  with  all  necessary  troops.  General 
Stark,  stationed  at  Saratoga,  being  solicited,  refused 
to  interfere  unless  ordered  by  General  Heath,  his 
superior  officer.  The  sympathies  of  the  New  Eag^ 
landers  were  with  the  brave  Venn  on  ten.  Ganse- 
voort, with  what  \x>Ionteers  he  could  raise,  advanced 
to  St.  CovlIi,  where  he  found  a  force  of  500  men 
ready  to  support  die  insurgent  militia,  Having 
only  80  men.  General  Gansevoort  retired  five  miles, 
and  attempted,  by  writing  to  tlie  leaders^  to  induce 
them  to  lay  down  their  arms,  but  in  vain.  The 
so-called  rebels  were  left  undisturbed.  After  this, 
a  conciliatory  letter  from  General  Washington  to 
Governor  Chittenden,  had  the  effect  to  put  an  end 
to  diatarbanoes  that  were  made  in  defense  of  what 
were  Gonsiderpd  honest  rights.  Ten  years  after 
this  Vermont  became  all  its  citizens  asked  -an  in- 
dependent State.     The  controversy  was  an  old 
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and  bitter  one;  and,  fron  its  vicinity  to  tbe  New 
Hampshire  Giant>,  AllMny  GoanQr  bad  much  to 

do  with  ic 

THE  VAN  SCHAICK  FAMILY. 

The  family  of  Van  Schnick  is  <.)nc  of  the  earliest 
of  the  niaiiv  prominent  carlv  lamilies  of  Albany. 
Colonel  Gozcn  \'an  Stiiaick  was  born  in  January, 
1737,  and  died  July  4,  1789.  His  wife  was  Mary 
Ten  Bioeck,  oFtbe  celebrated  New  York  family  of 
that  name.  He  ser\e(l  \\\\\\  crcat  distinction  in 
the  colonial  army  during  llie  revuiutiimary  strug- 
gle, hav  ing  previously  hail  military  experience  in  the 
service  of  the  Crown  under  General  Amherst  He 
was  in  command  of  the  American  fbfces  in  Albany, 
then  a  miMtanr  point  of  great  importance,  and  was 
the  leader  of  the  memorable  expedition  against 
the  Onondagas  in  1779,  for  the  successful  conduct 
of  which  he  received  the  thanks  of  Congress.  In 
thla  connection,  Washington,  writing  to  CUnton, 
expressed  himself  as  follows: 

"The  enterprise  commanded  by  Colo.  \'an 
Schaick  merits  my  a[>prol>ation  and  thanks,  and 
does  great  honor  to  him  and  all  the  Officers  A  men 
o^iaged  in  it  The  issue  is  very  interesting.— I 
have  written  him  a  line  upon  the  occasion." 

The  following  flattering  testimonial  to  Colonel 
Van  Schaick  from  fJencra!  Schuyler,  sums  up  the 
Colonel's  soldierly  character  most  c<impletely: 

'  ALfiANY,  June  15th.  17S2. 

"Sir, — I  lament  the  <<casion  which  renders  it  in- 
cumbent on  me  to  afford  you  a  testimonial  of  the 
sense  I  enieruin  of^ouf  conduct  I  sincerely 
wish  I  could  communicate  it  ni  woida  equal  to  my 
feelings,  and  to  my  experience  of  the  proflrieQri^ 
it  during  a  series  of  years. 

"  The  early  decisive  and  active  part  which  you 
look  in  the  favor  of  your  cotmtry  in  the  pre»ent 
contest,  justly  entitles  yon  to  Ae  attention  of  its 
Friends.  We  are  not  less  indebted  to  your  exer- 
tions as  an  Officer.  Your  service,  whilst  I  had  the 
honor  of  commanding  the  military  in  this  Depart- 
ment, were  such  as  attracted  my  notice;  your 
doae  attention  to  the  diadpline  of  four  R^ment 
afforded  a  beneficial  example  to  officers  less  expe- 
rienced in  the  duties  of  their  offices.  The  alacrity 
with  which  you  executed  every  order:  The  propri- 
e^  of  your  conduct  when  left  to  act  Independently, 
and  judge  for  your  self;  llie  prudence  wfaidi  you 
exhibited  on  occasions  when  the  line  of  conduct  to 
be  held  was  delicate  and  important,  evinsed  a 
clearness  of  judgment,  and  a  mind  capable  of  re- 
source, and  created  a  confidence  of  which  I  never 
had  occasion  to  Repent .  Upon  the  whole.  Sir,  I 
c-stcem  you  a  valuable  Officer  and  a  faithfull  ser- 
vent  of  the  Public,  and  should  have  been  rejoiced 
to  have  learnt  your  merit  rewarded  in  a  jiromotion 
to  that  military  Rank  which  you  claim  as  your 
due. 

''  Prlicncy  would  have  prevented  my  saying 
thus  much  in  a  LettertO  you,  but  to  have  said  less, 
when  I  intend  you  should  exhibit  this  to  any  jier- 
aon  or  persons  whom  you  conceive  may  wish  to  be 


advised  of  the  opinion  I  entertain  of  yon  as  an 
Officer  and  a  dtiaen,  would  have  been  injurious 

to  truth. 

"Wishing  you  a  speedy  and  an  Honorable  ClCtri^ 
cation  from  the  embarrassments  which  diatjeia  joo, 

"  I  am,  Sir, 

"Very  sincrcl;, 
"  Your  obedient 
"  Humble  servant, 
"P.  ScHOTLsa." 

Colonel  Van  Srhairk  was  afterwards  a  general  in 
the  regular  service,  and  held  liiai  rank  at  the  time 
of  his  death.  He  left  a  quantity  of  papers  and 
letters,  private  and  oflkiaL  a  large  portion  of  whidi 
were  lost  or  destroyed  after  his  dnth  by  accident, 
as  is  supposed.  Those  that  were  fortunately  pre- 
servc<l.  consisted  of  letters  from  the  Clintons,  a 
large  number  of  autographs  from  General  Wash- 
ington, of  the  most  confidential  and  flatieriag  char- 
aefett,  ihowing  chat  he  held  him  m  high  ertimatiaB 
aaaman  of  sound  judgment  as  well  as  a  i,ral1ant 
soldier,  and  others  from  officers  under  whom  he 
served  when  in  the  provincial  service,  such  as  Sir 
Jeffrey  Amherst,  which  are  a  bcautilut  specimen  of 
chirognphy,  and  to  whom  he  vmA  hfe  firat 

I  !om- 

mission  in  the  British  army.  Among  them  is  a 
characteristic  letter  from  General  Montgomery  con- 
taining the  most  humane  and  generous  sentiments, 
and  quite  a  number  of  commissions  with  ponder- 
ous aeah^  with  Ae  autograph  of  Geoige  Al,  and 
communications  from  Generals  Gates,  Schuyler, 
Clinton  and  others.  What  remain  of  this  once 
valuable  collection  are  carefully  preserved  by  his 
grandson,  Henry  Van  Schaick,  and  other  descend- 
ants. 

General  Van  Schaick  had  five  sons  and  a  daugh- 
ter. Some  of  the  former  were  well  known  in  bus- 
iness circles  in  .Mbany  and  New  York,  and  all- 
tmtil  their  death,  moved  in  the  most  distinguished 
society  of  the  Empire  Slatfe  One  of  these,  Tobias 
Van  Schaick,  was  born  in  .Mbanv,  December 
I77y,  and  married  jane  Staats,  daughter  y>\  the  old 
Albanv  merchant,  Henry  Staats,  November  2,  1811. 
This  lady  was  born  May  16,  1783,  and  died  April 
S3,  1833.  She  bore  Mr.  Van  Schaick  aemal 
children,  all  of  whom  died  in  infancy  except  the 
Misses  Ann  and  Jane  Van  Schaick,  the  former  of 
whom  diet!  June  22,  1861.     Karly  in  life  Mr.  \"an 

I  .Schaick  was  a  merchant,  and  carried  on  an  exten-  . 
sive  trade  at  447       449  Broadway,  ftom  which 

!  he  retired  while  yet  a  comparatively  young  man  to 
assume  the  care  of  the  Van  Schaick  estate  in  Al- 
bany, which  had  been  under  ttie  management  ol 
his  mother  for  some  time  preceding  her  death. 
Following  this  retirement,  he  never  afterward 

!  engaged  in  active  business;  but  he  took  a  deep 
interest  in  the  growth  and  prosi>erity  of  Albany, 
and  in  the  conduct  of  public  affairs^.  FoHticilIy  he 
was  a  Whig,  but  his  tastes  were  such  that  he  never 
permitted  himself  to  become  actively  involved  hi 
politics.  He  attended  and  was  a  most  liberal  sup- 
porter of  the  North  Reformed  Dutch  Church.  He 
was  a    quiet,   unostentatious   man,   going  little 

i  abroad,  and  enjoying  the  comforts  of  his  home. 
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DUikingall  viin-glorioas  pomp  and  show,  he  lived 

simply  for  one  of  his  nieaiis  arul  jKisition,  always 
finding  most  pleasure  at  his  own  hearthstone  and 
in  the  society  of  those  he  loved,  though  mingling 
socially  with  the  most  pconincnt  famiUes  of  Al- 
bany, and  was  always  a  welcome  guest  wherever  he 
went. 

He  was  a  man  who  talked  little,  especially 
about  himself,  and  because  of  that  reserve  much 
that  might  interest  the  readers  of  this  work  has 
been  lost,  for  reminiscences  of  sach  a  man,  could 
ihey  he  jirncurcil,  would  be  a  valuable  contribution 
to  any  histoiy  of  Albany.  He  died  April  2\,  t868, 
aged  88  yean  4  months  and  11  daya. 

THE  MII.ITIA  OF  1775-76. 

Albany  County,  as  it  existed  at  the  time  of  the 
Revolution,  first  organised  Seventeen  Regiments 

of  Militia,  under  tlio  law  (jf  1775.    We  give  the 
officers  of  such  as  l>elon^'ed  wholly,  or  in  part,  to 
the  present  Albany  County.     They  were  numbered' 
and  officered^  as  found  in  the  Historical  Records 
of  dw  State,  as  fellows: 

First  Recimk.vt,  Cnv  01  .^i  hanx 

Jacob  I-ansing,  Jr.,  Colonel;  Dirck  Ten  Brocck, 
Lieutenant  Colonel;  Henry  Wendell,  First  Major; 
Abraham  Cuyler,  Second  Major;  Volckert  A. 
Douw,  Adjutant;  Ephnim  Van  Veghten,  Quarter- 


First  ComfHtm. — Ji.hn  Barclay,  Captain  ;  John 
Price,  First  Lieutenant;  Abraham  I.  Yate%  Second 

Ijeutenant;  John  ."^tott,  Knsigii 

Sixoml  Company. — Thomas  Barrett,  Captain  ; 
Matthew  Vischer,  Rist  Lieutenant;  Abraham 
Eights,  Second  Lieulenant;  John  Hoagktric,  En- 
sign. 

Third  Company. — ^John  Williams,  Captain;  Henry 
Siaats,  First  Lieutenant;  Barent  Van  Allen.  Second 
IJentenant;  Henr>  Hogan,  Ensign. 

Fourth  G'fii/Httty. — John  M.  Beedtttian,  Captain; 
Isaac  De  Freest,  First  Lieutenant;  Abraham  Ten 
Eyck,  Second  Lieutenant;  Teunis  T.  Van  Veghten, 
Ensign. 

ly/A  Cmpew. — Uarmanus  Wendell.  Capuin; 
Willmm  Hun,  First  Lieutenant;  Jacob  G.  Lansing, 

Second  Lieutenant:  Cornelius  Wendell,  Ensign. 

Si.xtk  Company. — John  N.  Blecckcr,  Captain; 
John  James  Beecknun,  First  Lieutenant;  Casparus 
Pruyn,  Second  Lieuteoant;  l<Kcholas  Maiselis^  £»• 

sign. 

'I'hird  REtiT,  Fiiurr  Ressski  .verwyi  k  Haitalion. 

Abraham  Ten  Brocck,  Colonel;  Francis  Nicoll. 
Licutcnam-CoKmel;  Henry  Quackcnbush,  First 
Major;  Barenl  Staats,  Second  Major;  John  P. 
Qoackenbush,  Adjutant;  Christopoer  Lansing, 

Quartermaster 

Fit  at  Com/hi  m.  —  Henry  Quackcnbush,  Captain; 
Jacob  J.  Ian.sing,  First  Lieutenant;  Levinus  Winnc, 
Second  Lieutenant;  John  Van  Woert,  Ensign. 

SI 


Second  Cmpany. — Abraham  D.  Fonda,  Captain; 

Henr}-  Oothoudt,  Jr.,  First  Lieutenant;  LevinusT. 
Lansing,  Second  Lieutenant;  Jacob  J.  Lansing, 
Ensign. 

nird  Company. — Peter  .Schuyler,  Captain;  Ab- 
raham Witbeck,  First  Lieutenant;  Henry  Ostrom, 
Second  Lieutenant;  Peter  S.  SdmyiWrEnaign. 

Fourth  Compttn. — Birent  ?t.iats,  Captain;  Dirck 
Becker,  First  Lieutenam;  joim  \'an  \Vic,  .Second 
Lieutenant;  George  Hogan,  Ensign. 

Fi/th  Company. — Gerrit  G.  Van  der  Bergh,  Cap- 
lain;  Peter  Van  Wie,  First  Lieutenant;  Wouter 
Becker,  Second  Lieulenant;  Abraham  Slingeiland, 

Ensign. 

Third  Regijient — New  Orcaxization. 

First  Company. — (See  Third  Company,  First  Or- 
ganizadon. ) 

Second  GiMj^wi.— Abraham  D.  Fonda,  Captain; 
Henry  Ootbottdt,  Jr.,  First  Lieutenant:  LevinusT. 
Lansing,  Seoond  Lieutenant;  Jacob  J.  Lanm^^ 

Ensign. 

Third  Company  (at  first  5th  Company,  4  th  Regi- 
ment).— Jacob  Ball,  Captain:  John  Warner,  First 
Lieutenaiii;  I'eter  Dietz,  '^cond  Lieutenant;  Joshua 
"^haw.  Knsign, 

Fourth  Qtmpamt.—jsicoh  J.  Lansing,  Captain; 
Levmus  Winne,  Fust  Lieutenant;  John  \  an  Woert, 
Second  Lieutenant;  Peter  Dos,  Ensign. 

Fi//h  Company  (at  first  organized  as  4th  Com- 
pany, 4th  Regiment). — Jacob  Van  Aernam,  Cap- 
tain; John  Groot,  Urst  Lieutenant;  Geoige 
Wagoner,  Second  Lieutenant;  Frederick  CranU 
(Crounse?),  Ensign. 

.Si.vth  Company. — Abraham  ^■eeder,  Captain; 
James  Bumside,  First  Lieutenant;  John  Voorbuyse 
O^oorfaees?),  Second  Lieutenant;  Andries  Ten 
Eyck,  Ensign. 

Foi'RTii  Kki.imfnt. 

Sccotiii  Rciis^iclacnvyik  Battalion. — Killian  Van 
Rensselaer,  Colonel;  John  H.  Beeckman,  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel; Cornelius  Van  Buren,  First  IVIajnr; 
Jacob  C  Schermerhorn,  Second  Major;  Jacobus 
Van  dcr  Poel,  Adjutant;  John  A.  Lanmg,  Quarlerw 
master. 

First  Company  (ist  Company,  5th  Regiment, 
New  Orpanizition)  — Conrad  Ten  Eyck,  Captain; 
Peter  \\  itbcck,  First  Lieutenant;  Albert  H.  Van 
dcr  Zee,  Second  Lieutenant;  John  I«  W^lbeclc, 
Ensign. 

Secontl  Ciimpviy  (2tl  Company.  5th  Regiment, 
New  Organization).— William  P.  Winne,  Captain; 
John  Dc  \'oe,  First  Ueutenant;  Philip  C  Look 
(Luke.'),  .Second  Lieutenant;  Comdlus  Vendor 

Zee,  Ensign. 

Thini  («w/(/«i.  -\<il(.kcrt  Vcedcr,  Captain; 
Abraham  Vcedcr.  First  Lieutenant;  Jacw  Ijk. 
Grange, Second  Lieutenant;  .\ndrew  Tniaz,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Company.  (.See  5th  Company,  3d  Regi- 
ment, New  Organization.) — ^Jacob  Van  Aemaaii 
Capuin;  John  Groot,  First  Lieulenant;  Geoige 
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Wagoner,  Second  Lientenrat;  Fiedoidt  Dantz 

(Crnunse  ?),  Ensign. 

Fi/ih  CampoHj, — (See  3d  Comjpany,  3d  Regi- 
ment) 

Fourth  Rkgimekt. 

(As  Newly  Orjianizt'll  I'",  liruary,  1776.') 

First  C"w/ii?«r.  —  Isi.i^  Miller,  Captain;  Hen- 
drick  Schaus,  Fir-t  Lieutenant;  Joliannes  Lode- 
wick,  Second  Ueutenant;  Johannes  Miller,  En- 
rign. 

.S'(v '.;;,/  <>w/»7//i  . — Icliahrul  Turner.  Captain; 
Joel  Pease,  First  Lieutenant;  Jonathan  Niles,  Sec- 
ond Lieotenant;  Jod  Cmtis,  Eniign. 

Third  Com  fumy.  —  I.ulie  Sc!if-rmer!ii>rn,  Caj'tain; 
James  Magee,  First  Licuieiiaii;:  Reuben  Knap, 
Second  Lieutenant;  Aar<in  Ihiminond,  Ensign. 

Fiiurth  Comfkwy. — James  Dcnnison,  Captain: 
Stephen  Nilcs,  First  Lieutenant:  Obadiah  Vauglian, 
Second  Lieutenant:  Oliver  Bentley,  Ensign. 

Fi/ih  CompoHv. — Nicholas  Staats,  Captain;  Oba- 
diah Lansing,'  Fint  Uentenant;  Phihp  Staats, 
Second  Lieutenant;  Leonard  Wilcox,  Ensign. 

SLvih  Company. — Jacobus  Cole  (Koole ':)  Captain; 
Anthony  Bries  (Brice  ?)  First  Lieutenant;  Haipeot 
Witbcck,  Second  Lieutenant;  John  Van  Ibgen, 
Jr.,  Ensign. 

StveiiA  GmfHuiy. — Abraham  J.  Van  Valken- 
luirgh,  Captain:  Daniel  Schermerhorn,  First  Lieu- 
tenant; lolin  J.  Van  Valkenburgh,  Second  Lieu- 
tenant; Martin  van  Boien»  Ensign, 

Futh  Rbodibnt. 

Thini  ReH^seltu  ncyrk  BalUilion. — Stephen  Schuy- 
ler, Colonel;  Gcrrii  G.  Van  der  Bcrgh,  Lieu- 
tenant; Peter  P.  SchQJ'ler,  First  Major:  Volckert 
Veeder  Second  Major;  Maas  Van  Vianken,  Adju- 
tant; Francis  Marahall,  ()uartermaster. 

First  Company.  Cornelius  \'an  Huren,  Captain; 
Nicholas  Staats,  First  Lieutenant;  Obadiah  Lans^ 
ing;  Second  lieutenant;  Philip  Staats;  Eniign. 

Second  C<'w/«/«j'.  -  John  H.  Beecknian,  Cap- 
tain; Jacob  C.  Scbcnncrhum,  First  Lieutenant; 
Abraham  L  \'an  Valkenburgh,  Second  Lieoten- 
ant; Jacobus  Vanderpocl,  Ensign. 

Third  Comptiny. — \'alcktrl  Van  \'eghlen,  Cap- 
tain; Gerrit  T.  Van  den  Bergh,  First  Lieutenant; 
John  Amory,  Second  Lieutenant;  Jacob  Van 
Schaick,  Ensign. 

Fourth  Oui^gKy, — (See  ist  Company,  4th 
Regiment.) 

f^/A  0«/»w»V.— Philip  De  Freest,  Captain;  Ry- 

neer  Van  Alstynf>  First  Lieutenant;  Peter  Sharp. 
Second  Lieutenant;  David  De  Forest,  Ensign. 

Sixth  Compiiny  ( ist  Company  of  6th  Regiment, 
new  organization).  —  Jcjhn  J.  Fonda  Captain; 
John  P.  Fonda,  First  Lieutenant;  Geoige  Berger, 
Second  Lientenant;  Geoige  Sharp,  Ena^ 

Sirra  Rtonmrr. 

Fourth  Fensst/aeniyci  Bat/a/im.—^Hefhm  J. 
Schuyler,  Colonel;  Hear)-  K.  Van  Rensadaer, 


Lieutenant-Colonel;  Philip  De  Freest,  First  Major; 
John  Fonda,  Second  Major;  Volckert  Oothottd^ 
Adjutant;  Jacob  Van  AJstync,  Quartermaster. 

First  Company. — Henry  H.  Gardinier,  Captain; 
Jacob  Van  der  Heyden,  First  Lieutenant;  Adam 
Beam,  Second  Ueotenant;  F{enr>  Tinker,  Ensign. 

.S"(v <//;</  Coni/M/iy.  — Cornelius  Lansini;.  Captain; 
Lodewvck  Snider,  First  Lieutenant;  Andhes  Stool, 
Seoomi  Lieotenant;  Jacob  Weiger,  Ensign. 

7Xtf^CSM«/imi'.--<See  3d  Company,  4tih  Regi- 
mcnt) 

Fourth  Company. — (Sec  zil  Company  this  K<^- 
ment  and  4th  Regiment. ) 

Fi/ih  CSM^^omv— Caleb  fientl^.  Captain;  Samud 
Shaw,  Fiist  llntenant;  David  Hnalei^  Second 
Lieutenant;  Thomas  Crandall,  En^gn. 

Sixth  Cmftunr. — (See  4th  Company,  4th  Regi- 
ment. ) 

Skth  RtGiMBitT.— (New  organisation.) 

lirat  Gm;^.— (See  6|h  Company,  5di  Regi> 

ment.) 

.Sirond  Ciimpiiny. — (.See  1st  C  ompany,  (nh  Regi- 
ment; first  organization  ) 

Thin/  Company. — John  Lautman,  Captain;  Peter 
Vosburgh,  First  Lientenant^ohn  Schurtz,  Second 
Lieutenant;  Conrsdt  Best,  fnsign. 

Fourth  Company. — (See  sd  (Company,  fint  or- 
ganization, 5th  Regiment,  and  ist  Company  in  6di 
Regiment,  first  organization. ) 

Fifth  Company. — (See  first  organization  in  6th 
R^fnnenti) 

,Si.\//i  Colli fKiin. — Jacob  De  Freest,  Captain: 
Martinus  Sharp,  First  Lieutenant;  Andries  Miller, 
Second  Lieutenant;  John  GnmneU,  Ensign. 

Sfivnth  Company. — Florus  Hanker.  Captain; 
Christopher  'I'iliman,  First  Lieutenant;  Abraham 
l  en  Eycfc,  Second  Lietneaant;  Joocthan  Sewer, 
Ensign. 

Among  these  oiricers  were  men  who  did  valiant 
service  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution,  and  at(juircd 
promotion.  A  few  left  the  patriot  cause  and  pre- 
ferred to  remain  sutuects  of  Great  Britain.  We 
are  sorry  not  to  be  able  to  give  the  names  of  many 
who  iiui.  n>>  doubt,  faithful  >i  !\ice  in  the  ranks. 
Concerning  many  such  even  uadition  is  dumb, 
though  doubUcss  their  services  were  qtpredttied 
and  prolMbly  lewaided. 

The  distribution  of  the  regiments  aa  lint  Ibnned, 
in  1775  and  1776,  vaa  aa  milows : 
First,  City  oT  Albany;  Seeottd,  Schenectady  Die- 

triet:  Third,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth,  Renssclaen»yck; 
.""^econd,  Schenectady  District ;  Seventh,  Kinder- 
hook  District;  Eighth  and  Ninth,  CUvcrack;  Tenth 
Livingston  Manor;  Eleventh,  Conackie  and  Groot 
Imtrocht;  Twelfth,  Half  Moon  end  Ballston  Di»> 
trict;  Thirteenth,  ^aratoija  District;  Fonrteenth, 
Hoosic  and  .Hhagiilicuke;  Fifteenth  and  Sixteentli, 
.Schoharie  and  Duanesburgh;  ' 
District  (now  Columbia  Connty). 
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THK  MAYOR  AND  COMMON  COl'NCII. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  disturbances  that  led  to 
the  aefiaration  of  the  American  colonies  rmm  Great 

Britain,  the  County  ami  City  of  Alhiiu  wen  fiir 
from  beincr  i'>  syriip;itli\  with  the  patriotic  cause. 
The  Mayor  and  a  majority  of  the  Common  Cboncil 
were  lojni  friends  of  the  English  crown. 

The  akinnishes  at  Lexington  and  Concord,  the 
menaces  aj^ainst  ^^a^■^.^clul setts — ^particularly  aij;ainst 
Boston — and  the  arrival  of  British  tr<M>j»N  lor  the 
avowed  purtxjse  of  crushing  out  the  incipient  re- 
beUion,  awakened  and  intensilied  the  spirit  of  re> 
abiance  even  in  colonies  comparatively  paanve 
IkIok.  Most  of  the  leading  citizens  of  Albany 
toon  took  a  decided  stand  with  tiie  patriots  in  the 
Atlantic  cities.  The  course  pursued  will  best  be 
made  to  appear  by  enrtniM  fincun  their  proceedings. 
We  iiist  give  what  was  said  and  done  by  the  City 
Government  of  Albany. 

The  position  of  the  May  <»r  and  Cunimon  Coun- 
cil in  regard  to  the  approaching  struggle  of  the 
colonies  with  England,  is  seen  in  the  following 
resolution,  adopted  July  i8,  1772. 

Rfsoktd  in  this  Board,  That  his  Excellcmy. 
William  'I'ryon,  Governor  General  of  the  Frovinie 
of  New  York,  be  presented  with  the  freedom  of 
this  QXf  in  a  golden  box;  also 

"Rcsoh'ftl,  1  hat  this  Hoard  do  address  hls  Excel- 
lency on  his  arrival  to  this  City." 

Governor  Tiyon  was  one  of  the  most  aggresiive 
enemies  to  the  rights  of  the  colonists,  and  had  many 
friends  in  Albany  at  this  time.  It  does  not  appear 
that  his  Excellency  made  the  intended  visit.  Mat- 
ters in  the  City  of  New  York,  at  that  time,  between 
the  patriotic  colonistB  and  his  Excellency,  were 
getting  too  warm  to  allow  him  to  make  this  visit. 

The  election  for  Members  of  the  Common  Coun- 
cil, held  in  the  city  in  September,  1773,  was  one 
of  the  most  exciting  that  had  ever  taken  place. 
T1>e  difficulties  with  the  mother  country  entered 
largelv  int  >  it,  the  patriots  supporting  one  set  of 
candiikues,  and  the  loyal  subjects  t>f  (  Ireat  Britain 
another. 

Thomas  Hun  and  John  Ten  Broeck,  loyal  can- 
didates for  Aldermen  in  the  Third  Ward,  were . 

elected;  but  their  election  was  mntested,  on  the 
ground  that  it  was  gaineti  liy  illegal  \utes.  .\fter 
a  long  and  bitter  contest  before  the  board,  it  was 
decided  that  they  were  legally  elected,  and  they 
took  their  seats. 

The  rupture  between  England  and  hermlonies 
was,  at  the  o|>ening  of  1775,  rapidly  approacliing  a 
crisis.  The  last  charter-election  for  the  choice  of 
Aldermen  and  Assistant  Aldermen  under  colonial 
laws,  took  ph^e  September  29,  1775.  The  Alder- 
men chosen  were  as  follows; 

First  HW.— Aldermen:  Peter  W.  Yatea»  Gerrit 
Van  Sante.  Aasislants:  Jacob  Roseboom,  Aries  La 

Grange. 

Second  Ward. — Aldermen:  Guysbert  G.  Marsel- 
hi,  John  J.  Beeckman.  .\ssistant8:  ComeliusVan 
Srlielluyne^  Jeremiah  Van  Remselaer. 


Third  Wtin/. — Aldenncn:    Ihomas  Hun,  John 
Ten  Broeck.  AsBistants:  AbiahauScbiqrler,  Abta^ 
I  bam  TenEyck. 

I     Abraham  C  Cuylerwas  still  Mayor. 

The  last  meeting  of  ibis  In  ard  under  the  provin- 
cial government,  the  Mayor  and  all  the  members 
bein^  i  r<   nt,  fH>k  place  at  the  Qty  Hall  hn  Albany 
I  on  March  25,  1776. 

'     After  this  meedng,  the  provincial  government 

and  the  British  laws  were  superseded  for  a  time  by 
the  Continental  C  ongruss  and  tiie  various  State 
j  governments. 

I     'Iliere  was  no  meeting  of  die  Common  Conndl 
in  the  City  of  Albany  from  March  S5,  1776,  imtil 
April  17,  1778. 
I     John  liarclay  was  appointeil  Mayor  by  Governor 
I  George  Clinton,  September  27,  1777. 
I     The  Aldermen  were  John  Roorbsdi,  John  Price, 
lacob  Lansing.  Jr.,  .Abraham  Cuyler,    Jolui  M. 
Hee(kman.  Ilarmanus  Wendell,    .\ssistant  .\lder- 
nun:  Abi  iham  1.  Yates,  Matthew  Visncher,  Isiiac 
D.  Fonda,  lacob.  Bleecker,  Cornelius  Swits,  Abra- 
;  ham  Schuyler. 

Matthew  Visscher.  Es(].,  was  appointed  Town 
Clerk.  C  lerk  of  the  Mayor's  Court  of  tlie  City,  and 
Cletk  o I  he  Inferior  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for 
,  the  City  and  CounQr,  and  Clerk  of  the  Peace  and  of 
'  the  Court  oTSesaions  of  the  Peace  of  the  said  City 

!  and  County.    Thomas  Scger  wa'^  a[ipointed  Mar> 

shal,  and  ileiuy  Bleecker.  Chaml>erlaiii, 
1      The  change  from  the  Provincial  to  the  .^tate  laws 
did  not  take  plac^  however,  without  much  diffi' 
cnlty;  and  much  doubt  concerning  the  Corporation 
of  the  City,  to  remove  wbidi,  the  State  Leigidatnre 

jiassed  several  acts. 

tJii  the  17th  ol  I  cbnui  y,  1778,  ihc  Legislature  (Missed  an 
Act  to  remove  doubts  concerning  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  .\ibany,  as  follows: 
I       H'/i^Tfas,  The  inhabitants  did  not  at  the  proper  period, 
'  owing  to  the  confu<iun  the  times  occasioned  by  the  Calami- 
I  lie>  of  War,  di  et  thi-ir  .ildcrmcn  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
'  charti  r,  hit  apf^jint  their  officer*;  and  on  account  of  the 
csLihll-him  ut  of  Independency,  and  the  ch.inijf  of  ^;ovcrn- 
ment  in  tlii-  S;jlc  in  cuu-i-qiR-iicc  thereof,  li.c  iiieuiber!>  of 
the  >aid  cori>oralii)n  could  not  t.ikc  the  usual  oaths,  !>y  rea- 
son whereof  doubts  might  ari>e,  as  well  tu  the  prejudice  ui 
I   the  estates,  rii^ht'^,  etc.,  of  the  inhabitantu,  a-  roncennnj^'  the 
I   validity  ol  the  elei:ti.jii  .ind  the  .uitlmi it>  nt  tlir  ituiL'i'^trales; 
■i   for  the  removal  wlicrcoi,  and  to  the  cn<l  that  al)  and  singu- 
lar the  said  est.ntes,  etc.,  m.ty  remain  as  good,  valid  atxl 
unimpcachcd  in  the  law  as  the  same  were,  at,  and  immedi- 
ately before  the  19th  day  of  April,  177$;  and  that  the  wtki 
magistrates  and  other  raemben  may  cxeroae  their  tefcrml 
eliiocs  and  flnctiaai  wkkMrt  aayivl  ot  ott«  let,Un< 
dnuHS  or  liii|willn)nl  whatsoever;  the  Chsflcr  aiid  all 
tiieri{[hta  of  the  Corpotfliioa,  whkh  they  held  on  the  19th 
day  of         1775,  were  ooofimed,  notwithttanding  tun. 
user  or  misaaer  between  the  19th  of  April,  177$,  and  the 
iirst  of  March,  1778;  and  alt  the  magictiates  and  membm 
of  the  Coq)oratk>n  were  declared  able  to  exercise  their  sev- 
eral offices,  and  to  appoint  such  officers  as  ought  to  have 
been  a|^)oialed  00  die  aBBivenuy  day  preambed  in  the 
Charter,  ootwithatandiny  the  want  ef  eoanmltyta  Ihe  eiee- 
Uoos  or  appointments. 

By  the  Act  of  the  I.egislature  of  1778,  the  .Mayor 
and  other  officers  were  required  to  meet  at  the  City 
Hall,  or  some  other  convenient  place  in  the  city,  to 
quali^,  by  uking  the  oath  of  all^iance  pveacnbed 
by  the  tows  of  this  istaie,  and  their  reqtective  oatha 
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of  office  preacribed  by  tfie  Citj  Charter.  Accord- 
ingly, the  Mayor  and  Aklormeii,  and  <ither  city  of- 
ticers,  did  meet  at  the  City  Hall  on  the  17th  of 
April,  1778,  and  took  the  oMit  nqaired,  and  pro- 
oaeded  to  bnaiiMai. 

Dufii^  the  two  yeers  from  March,  1776,  to 
April,  1778,  the  Committee  of  S.ifety  app^iinted  by 
the  first  I^egislature  of  the  State,  disciiarged  the 
duties  of  Mayor  and  Common  Council. 

Bjr  the  Acts  of  Legislature^  the  original  Colonial 
Charter  of  the  City,  granted  in  t686,  with  a  few 
amendments  made  by  tlic  Provincial  Government, 
was  adopted,  except  in  so  far  as  it  conllicted  with 
the  new  State  Government. 

In^rilf  1778,  the  seat  of  government  of  the 
State  wa«  teroporarily  at  Poughkeepsie,  no  perma- 
nent place  having  yet  been  assigned.  The  War  of 
the  Revolution  wa:j  thtu  raging,  and  Albany  was 
oonalmtly  threatened  from  the  incursions  of  the 
enemy.  The  ci^  waa  filled  with  continental  troMS, 
who  were  at  times  riotous  and  disorderly.  The 
duties  of  the  city  government  were  difficult  and 
responsible;  but  managed  under  Mayor  Barclay 
with  wisdom  and  firmness. 

On  the  evening  of  May  5,  1778,  (he  troops  sta- 
tioned in  the  cir|r  created  great  terror  and  confiision 
among  the  citizens,  compelling  them  to  put  candles 
before  their  windows,  llie  ne.\t  day  the  Mayor 
and  Common  Coundl  took  the  matter  in  hand, 
and  lepoited  it  to  GoMnd  Conway,  then  in  com- 
mand, who  published  a  military  order  preventing 
a  recurrence  of  such  ilis  rder. 

In  this  same  month  ilie  citizens  uf  Albany  were 
graady  excited  and  alarmed  by  an  order  removing 
a  hufepartof  thetioopa,  leaving  the  dty  nearly  a»- 
protected  from  rioters  and  law-breakers.  There 
were  ten  prisoners  under  sentence  death  in  the 
city,  and  threatened  rescues  of  them  were  made; 
wkeFeopon  Mayor  Barclay  and  the  Common 
Council  wrote  Gcneial  Stark,  to  whose  command 
the  troops  were  to  be  removed,  remonstrating 

against  their  rcmi  ival. 

This  letter  shows  tlie  situation  in  which  Albany 
was  pfaioed  by  reason  of  the  war.   It  says: 

The  Common  Gmndl  would  leave  to  obierve,  that 
the  Bony  robberies,  murden  and  otfier  dread fnl  crimes  com- 
nriHadoa  the  iiihsMtantt  of  diis  City  and  Countv  byde. 
Mrim  and  jiiiiiaiiiii  ten  Burgoyne'i  Army,  and  by  the 
dte0bcled  ofoor  own  Country,  who  are  drove  to  dopera- 
tkm,  and  acme  <tf  tiMB  almoit  to  starvatioa,  rendcn  it  in. 
dispcnubly  necMHuy  to  have  a  large  body  of  regular  troops 
to  keep  the  viUauu  in  Mibjection,  or  go  in  quett  of  them; 
for,  unless  the  militia  can  remain  at  bmne  this  year,  and 
properly  manage  their  summer  crops,  little  or  no  sapport  of 
flour  and  other  things  cam  the  Continent  derive  from  thi-M- 
parts.  Last  year,  more  than  one-half  of  the  crops  w  ero  ilc 
^troyed  by  the  Army-marauders,  and  not  more  tlian  half  the 
usual  <|uan(ity  sold.  »  If  the  British  prisoners  could  be  moved 
to  another  plaoe,  it  would  break  up  the  alarming  connection 
kept  ip  bcnraen  Oern  aad  ttw  Tones  and  tte  ocgna. 

.•\bout  dii>  time  the  Britisii  prisoners,  the  Tories 
and  negroes,  formed  a  plot  by  which  they  were 
to  rise,  murder  the  guards,  rob  and  burn  the  city. 
It  was  fortunately  discovered  in  lime  to  prevent  it. 
Seven  of  the  leaders  were  seized  and  executed 
on  Gallows  Hill. 

On  May  30,  1778,  a  regiment  of  militia  and 


I  a  body  of  continental  troops  stationed  at  Cobte- 

skill  were  attacked  by  the  Tories  and  savages. 
They  were  cut  to  pieces  and  Cobleskill  burned. 

I  The  enemy  threatened  to  attack  and  bom  Albany: 

\  but  the  British  priaonen  vera  icmoved  to  Poogh- 
keeiMie  and  remfbrcements  arrived  by  which  oider 
wa>  m.xintaineil. 

In  the  autumn  of  1778,  the  Common  Council 
and  the  citizens  of  Albany  were  greatly  agitated  bgr 
a  report  that  the  Commander  of  the  American 
Forces  for  the  Northern  Department  had  made  an 
order  directing  that  over  2, coo  continental  troops 
were  to  be  billeted  on  the  inhabitants  for  the  en- 
suing winter. 

On  the  isth  of  Sepiflmber»  the  Mayor  and  Com- 
mon Cbuncil  united  in  a  letter  to  Governor  Clinton, 
jirayintr  Iiim  tu  unite  with  them  in  a  protest  airainst 
this  oppression,  in  which  they  set  forUi  the  hard- 
ships, sufferings  and  privations,  the  cruelties  and 
insiidts  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  had  en- 
dured during  the  war;  stating  that  they  had,  for 
nearly  three  years  past,  undergone  innumerable 
inconveniences  attending  llie  operations  of  the  \\  ar. 
That  tfi^  woe  among  the  fist  wliu  stepped  forth 
in  the  cause  of  their  country,  and  bad  submitted  to 
every  privation  possible;  tMt  in  dielr  contest  with 
the  Tories,  mi)re  bitter  than  those  \\  itli  the  savages, 
and  their  other  public  services  to  their  country,  they 
had  so  wasted  their  substance  that  many  of  tiMin 
aie  now  reduced  to  the  most  necessitous  circum- 
stances. That  the  fences  surrounding  their  grounds 
had  been  used  fnr  fuel  In-  the  continental  lr>_>ops, 
throwing  their  lands  into  commons,  thus  exposing 
tlieir  crops  to  destruction,  while  the  great  dtoaght 
of  that  summer  greatly  diminished  die  neoeisaries 
of  life  among  the  citizens.  That  there  is  dso  a 
greater  scarcity  of  fire-wood  than  was  ever  known 
in  llie  city,  owing  to  the  consumption  there  by  the 

j  troof>s  that  were  last  winter  billeted  on  the  inhab- 
itants. To  those  who  supplied  them  therewith,  no 

!  recompense  has  been  made.  They  further  say. 
''that  however  willing  we  liavc  been,  and  still  arc.  to 
risk  our  all  in  supporting  the  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence of  our  blessed  country,  we  feel  compelled 
to  ask  that  in  the  distribution  of  the  tioopa  for 
winter  quarters,  due  respect  may  be  bad  Mr  the 
former  distresses  and  present  sufferings  of  the  in- 
habilanu  of  .Mbany  and  its  suburbs;  and  that,  at 
any  rate,  no  more  troops  may  be  allotted  to  us 
than  the  barracks  and  hospital  may  contain;  that 
the  strictest  orders  may  be  issued  regardmg  steal- 
ing, pilferinp.  and  insulting  the  inhabitants;  and 
that  the  ufticers  be  enjoined  in  punishing  the 
ruiractory  and  disobedient.  ' 

This  letter,  signed  by  the  Mayor,  John  Barclay, 
the  Common  Coundl  and  other  aty  officers,  is  tX 
itself  a  touching  history  of  the  sufferings  of  .Mbany 
in  the  cause  f>f  freedom.    It  was  listened  to  with 
consideration  and  resi:)ect  by  the  comnttnder  of 

I  the  troops,  and  had  the  desired  effect 

I  The  troops  stationed  at  Albany,  and  the  war, 
continued  to  distress  the  citizens,  increasing  the 
diliicultits  and  resfxinsibilities  of  the  Common 
Council.    In  September,  1781,  the  alarming  news 

,  reaching  the  ciQr  that  the  British  were  about  to 
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march  on  it  and  destroy  it  by  fire.  The  prompt  ' 
measures  adopted  by  the  Conunon  Council  to  pro-  { 
tect  the  city,  exhibit  their  patriotism,  ability,  and  ' 
bravery.  But  the  enemy  were  not  permitted  to  ' 
reach  the  city.  i 

It  was  during^  (>eneral  John  Static's  command  of  ' 
the  Nortliem  Dep.irtmeni.  about  17S1,  li.nin^  !»is  ' 
headijuartcrs  al  Albany,  tliat  he  wrote  to  (lovcrnor  ' 
Clinton:  "  1  am  fiiUj  confident  that  (Jeorge  III,  of  : 
Great  Briuin.  has  many  subjects  in  this  city  who 
woold  willingly  lay  down  hair,  even  the  whole,  of 
their  estates  in  his  ser\  ice,  and  trust  in  his  roval 
clemency  for  the  repayment  of  the  money  m)  prof- 
itably laid  out."  Again  he  Rays,  "  Alb.iii>  is  a  vt  rv  | 
dangerous  place  to  pnt  men  into."  And  again. 
'*  I  ha\-e  no  hopes  01  any  Mabtanoe  from  Albany;  ' 
it  is  not  their  inclination  to  fight  away  from  tlieir  * 
own  castle. "  •  j 

On  June  j8,  1782,  General  W.i-.  .n  visited  j 
Albany,  and  was  received  by  an  address  of  con-  ' 
gratulation  by  the  Mayor  and  Common  Cdunci),  ! 
and  witli  every  ]H  ,silili-  demonstration  of  respect  . 
from  the  ciiizen-.  Ik-  was  presented  with  the  1 
freedom  of  the  city  i:  a  gold  box,  and  was  invited 
to  dine  with  the  board. 

His  arrival  was  announced  by  the  ringing  of 
bells  and  thf  roar  of  artillery.    In  the  eveniQg  the  • 
city       brilliantly  illuminated.  > 

The  surrender  of  Cornwallis  at  ^'orktown  con-  j 
vinced  the-  I-'.nglisb  Government  of  ttie  impossibility  . 
of  conquering  the  United  States.  ' 

November  3.  17^':;,  Articles  of  peace  between 
the  two  countries  were  signed  at  I'aris.  On  April  I 
'  9  1 7^3i  a  formal  proclamation  of  the  ceanlion  of 
hobtiUties  was  made  throug^ut  the  amy.  This 
treaty,  acknowledging  the  independence  of  the 
I'nited  States,  was  formally  signed  on  the  30th  of 
September  following.  Nowhere  were  these  events 
received  with  more  joy  than  at  Albany.  On  the 
18U)  of  July,  1783,  information  was  received  that 
General  Washington  and  Governor  Clinton  would 
visit  the  city  the  next  day.  Kvery  prej'aration  to 
receive  iliem  in  an  appropriate  manner  was  made 
by  the  citizens  and  Common  Council.  Their 
Excellencies  were  invited  to  a  public  dinner.  Al- 
derman Yates  and  \rr.  Visscher  were  q)pointed 
to  jjreparc  addresses  of  welcome,  and  every  possible 
licnionslration  of  respect  was  made. 

Washington  closed  his  reply  as  follows:  ; 

While  I  contemplate  with  inexprcssiiblc  pleasure  the  | 
future  tranquillity  and  glory  of  our  commoo  country,  I  can-  | 
not  Init  take  a  p.irticular  interest  in  the  aaticipatioa  of  the 
Increase  in  prosperity  .\nd  greataew  of  this  ancient  and 
rc^pixtalile  City  of  AUauiy,  from  whose  dtiaens  I  have 
received  cuch  dMiagaiilied  token  of  flldlr  i^ptelieliaB  and 
•flection.  • 

GovenxMr  CKnton's  reply  was  aa  IblJows: 

To  the  Mayor,  Aldennen,  and  CoaUMMiaitaf  of  ilic  City 
of  AttMBy:  I  receive  with  the  higbot  Mtlibctm  vour  con-  1 
gntshlinsoo  the  return  of  the  btemiigi  of  peace,  a:ul  the 
IuibI  atdiUiiuBent  of  oor  independence.   It  gives  nic  the  | 
most  seaaible  pleasare  that  ny  ganaral  conduct  in  the  »ta- 
tioB  in  which  my  conotiT  hu  finrhpirsiird  to  continue  me, 
meeLs  with  your  apiMvbalibn.   TSe  gcBCitnu  sentimenb 
which  vou  express  in  my  &var  doaaad  my  warmest 
acknowledgments,  and  it  ihall  be  asy  fint  wiu  and  en-  < 
deavor  to  answer  the  expectation  of  ■qrconslituaits  in  my  > 
fatore  adffliniitntioo.  I 


COMMiriEK  OF  SAFETY  AND  CORRE- 
SPONDENCE. 

First  IFff/i/.— Jacob  C.  Ten  Eyck,  Henrv  I. 
Bogart,  Peter  Silvester,  Henrv  Wendell,  Vblkert 
F.  Douw,  John  B.iy,  (j)sberl  Marselis. 

Siroiiii  Wiii  J. — John  R.  Bleecker,  Jan  h  l..ins- 
iQ&  Jr-5  Jacob  Cuyler,  Ueniy  Bleecker,  Robert 
Yates,  Stephen  De  Lancy,  Abraham  Cuyler. 

Tfniil  Ward, — John  H.  Ten  F.yck,  .\brahatn 
Ten  Broeck,  Gerrit  Lansingii,  Jr.,  Anthony  E. 
Bradt,  Samuel  Stringer,  Abramm  Yates,  Jr., 
Cornells  Van  Santvoordt. 

The  records  of  the  Committee  are  well  preserved 
in  the  State  library,  and  we  think  notning  can 
better  exiiibit  the  State  of  public  feeling  than  ex- 
tracts from  them.  We  here  see  the  trials, 
the  need^  the  vigilance,  the  firmness,  activ- 
i^,  energy  and  sacrifices  of  the  patriots  of  that  day. 
expressed  in  their  own  words  and  acts  as  no  bia* 
torian.  after  moK  than  a  centBiy  has  paawd,  can 

ex  pros  them. 

The  Committee  was  appointed  under  the  gen* 
eral  advice  of  the  Continental  Congress  of  Septem- 
ber, 1 774,  held  in  Phihidelphla.   We  give  names 

of  the  (irst  Albany  <  'il\  Committee  a^jpointcd  soon 
after  hearing  of  the  bloodshed  at  Lexington.  April 
*9»  *775»  The  whole  county  was  soon  divided 
into  disuicis,  and  the  Committee  enlarged  by  rep- 
resentation from  each  district  We  conihie  our 
exlract>.  on  account  of  limited  space,  chiefly  to 
transactions  of  general  interest,  or  relating  to 
Albany  County  as  it  n<  v.  1. 

Clianges  were  made  in  the  Committee  by  ncw 
elecdons,  as  will  appear,  and  condnned  by  filling 
vacancies,  because  st)mc  of  its  members  [)referred  to 
be  neutral,  while  others  went  over  to  the  enemy. 
All  these  last  do  not  appear.  Those  who  re- 
mained, and  worked  so  bravely  and  constandy,  dc< 
serve  a  place  beside  the  signen  of  the  Declaration 
of  Independence.  To  those  « ho  are  inldligaiHy 
fitmiliar  with  the  history  of  those  days  no  further 
explanations  are  necessary. 

The  meetings  of  this  Committee  were  usually 
held  in  die  Old  Siadt  Buys,  used  as  City  Hall, 
County  House  and  Gaol,  and  .afterward  as  State 
House  and  place  for  all  indoor  public  assemblies 
of  great  importance.  The  city  government  liaving 
been  suspended  from  March  35, 1776,  to  April  17, 
1778,  all  aflain  of  the  city  and  ooimfy  were  tnas- 
acted  by  this  Committee,  with  the  advioe  and  afn 
proval  of  the  State  Assembly. 

1775. — First  meeting  of  the  Committee  of  Ct)r- 
respondence  was  held  at  the  house  of  Richard 
Cartwright,  January  24,  1775. 

Officers  elected  were:  Abraham  Yates,  Jr., Chair- 
nun;  John  N.  Bleecker,  Qerk.  Commftteea  were 
apf)ointed  to  draft  and  send  circular-letters  to  the 
Supervisors  of  the  several  districts,  urging  them  to 
call  meetings,  appoint  committees,  and  select  dele* 
gates  to  co-operate  with  the  central  committee. 

March  ai.—Cbmmittee  met  and  adopted  tftefol* 
lowing;  anong  other  reaolutioos: 
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Resoioe^,  mammauafy,  that  Abniliani  Yates,  Jr., 
Walter  Livingston,  Esq.,  r'olonel  Silmyler.  Colonel 
Ten  HriKJck  and  Colonel  Peter  Livingston,  are  ap-  j 
jKiinled  depotics  to  represent  liie  City  and  County  ! 
of  AltMnv,  at  the  inteoded  Provincial  Congress,  ! 
to  be  held  at  the  Citf  of  New  Yoric  the  20th  | 
day  of  .\pril  ne.\t,  for  llic  purpose  of  appointing 
delegates  tu  represent  tbi&  colony  at  the  next  Con- 
Kres*.  to  be  hdd  at  Philadelphia  the  loth  day  of 
May  nc.xL 

He^iih'ii/.  Tliat  the  donations  for  tlie  poor  at  the 
Town  of  I5o>lon  be  ilclivercil  into  the  hands  of  | 
Jacolt  C.  Ten  Kyck.  Jac^>l)  Lansing  and  Henry  I 
Quackcnbush,  and  that  they  buy  wheat  for  the 
monqr  and  send  the  same  in  proper  time. 

Meetiii;^-  (>f  ilu-  Ci  •tnrnittcf  h{M  nn  the 

I  2th,  j6ih  .iiul  291)1  iLiys  1.:  .\l>ri],  at  wiiicli  letters 
from  Ma.s->achu.sett.s  Committees  were  answered,  .ind 
more  letters  were  sent  to  the  different  districts  of 
Albany  County,  eaineitly  requesting  prompt  ez- 
piMioiia  of  the  sense  of  the  people. 

The  date  of  the  following  appears  to  be  just 
after  the  battle  of  Lexington  snd  before  Bunker 
Hill— and  is  entmd  ia  the  book  of  records  of  the 
Committee  of  Omespondence  and  Safety. 

"A  Gcner.il  Association  agieed  to  and  subscribed 
by  the  Members  of  the  several  Committees  of 
the  Qty  and  Coun^  of  Albany. 

■'  IVrMiatlcil  llial  ilir  sal\ati'>ii  .,['  the  Kiiflil.s  .iml 
liberties  of  America  depends,  under  God,  on  the 
firm  Union  of  iu  Inhabitants  in  a  Vigorous  prose- 
cution of  the  Measures  necessary  for  its  Safety;  and 
convinced  of  the  necessit)'  of  preventing  the  An- 
arch) and  Confusion  which  attends  a  Di.s-solution 
of  the  Powers  of  Government,  We,  tlie  Freemen, 
Freeholders  and  Inhabi;aiii> the  City  and  County 
of  Albtuiy,  being  greatly  alarmed  at  the  avowed  De- 
sign of  the  Ministry  to  raise  a  Revenue  in  America, 
and  shocked  by  the  blondy  --ccne  now  actini,' in  the 
Massachusetts  Bay,  Do  in  the  most  .Solcnui  Man- 
ner resolve  never  to  become  Slaves;  and  do  associ- 
ate undo'  all  the  Tics  of  Religion,  Honor  and 
Love  to  our  Country,  to  adopt  and  endeavor  to 
carri-  into  Execution  whatever  Measures  may  be 
recommended  by  the  Continental  Congress,  or  re- 
sohred  upon  by  our  Provincial  Convention  for  the 
purpose  of  preserving  our  Constitution,  and  oppos- 
ing the  Execution  of  the  several  Arbitrary  and  op- 
pressive Act.s  of  the  Briii-h  Parliament  until  a  Rec- 
onciliation between  (ircat  Britain  and  America  on 
Constitutional  Principles  ^which  we  roost  ardently 
desire)  can  be  obtained:  And  that  we  will  in  all 
things  follow  the  Advice  of  Our  General  Committee 
res|>ectin^'  the  purposes  aforesaid,  the  preservation 
of  I'eace  and  good  Order,  and  the  safety  of  Individ- 
uals and  private  Property. 

"John  Barclay,  Chairman;  Walter  Livingston, 
John  Bay,  James  Magee,  Tyrans  Callans  (.').  Isaac 
\'an  .\ernain,  (lysbert  Marselis,  Philip  P.  Schuyler, 
tieorge  White,  John  McCluni;,  (lershom  Wood- 
worth,  Bastyaen  T.  Vescher,  Fhims  Baricker,  John 
Knidtcrbacker,  JonkMr,  Bareni  Vanderpoel,  Will- 


iam Van  Bergen,  John  Abbott,  Jacobus  V^IUam- 
son,  Samuel  \'an  Vechten.  Peter  Becker,  Ebenezer 
Allen,  .Simeon  Covel,  Asa  Flint,  lames  Parrot, 
Henry  Leake  (his  Xniark).  .\ndries  Watbcck,  Mat* 
thew  Visscher,  Samuel  Stringer,  Gerrit  I^nsinfc 
Junior,  John  Ten  Broeck,  Robert  Yates,  Henry  T. 
Boj,'art,  John  Van  Loon,  Henry  \\\n  X'eglilen, 
Joseph  Voung,  Richard  Ksselstyn,  Uthniel  (iard- 
ner,  BaretDyne,  Abraham  Cuyler,  Robert  McClul- 
len,  Henry  Wendell,  Cornelius  Van  Santvoordt,  R. 
Bleccker,  Henr)*  Bleecker,  John  H.  Ten  F'yck. 
Jacob  Bleecker,  Jiinii>r.  John  T.  Ikeckinan.  Jlar- 
manns  Wendell,  Matthew  Adgate.  .Abraham  \'ates. 
Junior.  John  Taylor,  Rutger  I.ansingli,  Henry 
Quackenbofls,  John  M.  Becckinan,  John  D.  Fonda, 
John  Van  Rensselaer,  Junior;  John  Price,  Anthony 
Van  Schaick,  Dirck  l  en  Broeck.  Reitzert  Bronck, 
1  rederick  Beringer,  Reynard  Van  Alstcyn,  Philip 
Van  Veghien,  Joshua  Ix»see,  Anthony  Van  Bergen, 
-\lbertus  Van  Loon,  Mynderse  Kjoseboom,  MgOf 
ham  Ten  F.yck.'' 

At  a  meeting  of  the  C-ommittee,  May  ist,  it  was 
ordered  that  Luke  Caasidy  be  paid  3/  for  beating 

the  drum,  and  John  Ostrander  3/  for  going  about 
and  ringing  the  bell  to  noliiy  the  people; 

One  of  the  first  acts  of  this  new  Committee 
was  the  following  letter  to  the  Committee  of  Cor- 
respondence at  Boston  dated  May  i,  1775.  fitly 
supplementing  tlie  act  of  association  given  above. 

"Gentlemen, — While  we  lament  tin-  inoimifu! 
event  which  has  causeii  the  Blood  of  our  Brethren 
in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  to  flow,  we  iisd  that 
satisfKtion  which  every  honest  American  must  ex- 
perience at  the  Glorious  stand  you  have  made,  we 
have  in  additional  satisfaction  from  the  conse- 
quences which  we  trust  will  [ensue]  in  uniting 
every  American  in  .Sentiments  and  Bonds,  whicn 
we  hope  will  be  indissoluble  by  our  Enemies. 
This  afternoon  the  Inhabitants  of  this  City  con- 
vened and  unaninioiisl\  renewed  their  former 
agreement,  that  they  would  co-operate  with  our 
Brethren  in  New  York  and  in  the  several  Colonies 
on  the  Continent  in  their  opposition  to  the  Minis- 
terial Plan  now  prosecuting  against  us,  and  also 
unaninl<>u^l^  appointed  a  G-inmittee  of  .s.it"ety, 
Protection  and  Correspondence,  with  full  power  to 
transactallsuch  matters  as  they  shall  conceive  may 
tend  to  pcomote  the  weal  of  the  American  Cause. 
We  have  the  fullest  Confidence  that  eveiy  District 
in  this  extensive  County  will  follow  our  Example 
Un  the  twenty-second  Instant  a  Pro\incial  Con- 
grass  will  meet,  when  we  have  not  the  least  doubt 
but  such  effectual  aids  will  be  afforded  you,  as  will 
teach  Tvrants  and  tiieir  Minions  diat  as  we  were 
born  frc-e,  we  will  liw  and  die  so,  and  transmit 
that  inestimable  Blessing  to  Posterity.  Be  a.ssurcd, 
Gendemc%  that  nothing  on  our  Parts  shall  be 
wanting  to  evince  that  we  are  deeply  impressed 
with  a  sense  of  the  necessity  of  Unanimity,  and 
that  we  mean  to  Co-operate  with  you  in  this  ardu- 
ous struggle  for  Liberty  to  tlic  utmost  of  our 
Pb>«er.  •  ♦  •  We  are.  Gentlemen,  with  th« 
warmest  wishes  and  moat  fervent  Prayeia  for  your 

• 
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Success,  ^^kiy  and  the  success  of  tlw  Coounoo 
Cause,  your  Most  Humble  Servis. 

"By  Older  of  the  Committal 
"Abkaram  Yatbs,  Jb.,  CkMwam.'' 

May  2(i — Jeremiah  Hasely  ami  Ca;itaiii  Stevens 
from  the  Jioston  cncamiinicnl,  appciircd  before  the 
Cominittee  disclosing  secret  plans  under  considera- 
tion by  the  New  Kngland  forces  for  capturii)|[  Fott 
Hconderoga,  which,  on  information  was  said  to 
be  furnished  with  several  pieces  of  hra^.^-  cannon 
and  manjfine  stands  of  arms,  a  quantity  of  gun- 
powder and  other  militaiy  itore^.  Aid  was  re- 
qucBlcd  linr  oar  countenance  and  snudl  assistance 
vidi  a  sapplY  of  flour  in  the  execution  of  the  pro- 
posed plan. 

May  3d — A  letter  was  addressed  to  the  Com- 
mittee in  New  \'ork,  advising  Uiem  of  thevisit  and 
disdanires  of  these  gentlonen,  and  requesting 
their  sentiments. 

The  letter  makes  this  statement:  "From  the  | 
many  applications  that  have  been  and  arc  daily 
made  nom  die  eastwani,  we  are  very  scant  of 
wder,  armi^  and  warlike  storerv  uid  the  is 
a  very  defenseless  situadon;  not  a  piece  of  ar- 
tillery in  it."  J 

A  letter  from  the  Conimillcc  in  New  York, 
dated  April  aSdi,  Urges  the  necessi^  of  a  Pro^ns- 
isonal  Congress  lo  be  held  in  that      May  sad,  \ 
to  be  composed  of  delates  from  each  county  in  | 
the  Colony.  ! 

A  committee  w;is  appointed  to  wait  on  Coltmel 
Guy  Johiuson,  to  know  the  truth  of  tlic  report  pre- 
vaiUng  about  the  disposition  of  the  Indians  being  1 
anfriendly  to  the  Colony,  relative  to  the  present  I 
Comm!  >ti.  .ns. 

Colonel  Joiinscn  infuims  the  Committee  that 
on  his  honor  there  is  no  ground  for  the  reports  ] 
that  he  knows  o^  but  sura  that  he  has  it  front  good 
authori^  that  the  Gsnamans  were  to  come  dfown  i 
upon  the  back  of  the  Colonies,  and  which  he  be- 
lieves to  be  true.  I 
Tiierefore  Hesohed,  "That  Abraham  Cuyler  and  - 
Hendrick  Wendell  be  a  Committee  to  apply  t(» 
Mr.  Dtrck  Ten  Hroeck  for  two  hundred  ."^tand  of 
Small  Amis  of  the  parcel  he  is  possessed  of,  to  be  pre- 
pared and  made  fit  for  immediate  service. "  "From  I 
the  preaent  State  and  tuibulance  of  the  County,  i 

from  the  ahum  ;i  ri-i  i'  by  suspicion  of  the;  NVprroe*;, 
from  the  informatu'ii  from  Col.  Johnson  rc^jiect-  [ 
ing  the  Canadians  we  conceive  it  prudent  to  Ikuc  a  \ 
Strict  and  strung  watch,  well  armed  and  under  proper  i 
disdpline,  and  the  Corporation  declining  to  under-  | 
take  the  -iamc.  Therefore,  for  the  peace,  good  , 
order,  safety,  ami  iirotection  of  this  C'it\ ,  <  >rdered  ; 
that  copies  i>l  the  Kiliowing  .uhcrlisemcnt  lie  fixed 
up  in  the  proper  places  in  the  different  ward».  1 
" '  Notice  is  hereby  given  to  the  hihabltanis  of  the  > 
<'ity  of  .Mbany  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  their  Com- 
niiitee  that  tliey  assemble  antl  meet  togeiiier  in  the 
different  wards  of  this  City  at  the  usual  places  of 
election,  to*morrow,  at  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon,  to  form  themselves  into  Companies  from  the  \ 
age  <>f  sixteen  in  s^ixty,  each  Comi>aiiy  to  consist  of 
a  Captain,  two  Licutenanu,  one  Knsign,  four  Ser- 


jeants, four  Corporals,  one  Drum  and  fifty-one  pri- 
vates.   Dated  3d  May.  1775.— By  order  of  the 

Committee.  Ai.k.vh.^m  Vates,  Cfuvrman:" 

Meeting  of  lonunittee,  May  4,  1775 — The 
following  is  the  return  of  die  officers  chosen  thi.s 

day  by  the  people  in  consequence  of  our  advertise- 
ment—to  wit: 

For  thh  Firsi  Warm. 

First  Conipam'--]o\m  Barclay,  Captain;  John 
Price,  Stephen  Van  Schaaik,  Lieutenants;  Abra- 
ham Y^aies,  Ensign. 

.Second  (  'ompaK}r~]<Asn  Williams^  Captain;  Hen- 
ry Staats,  Barent*  Van  Allen.  TJeutenants;  Heniy 
Hogan,  Ensign. 

Third  Comfany — ^Thomas  Barret,  Captain;  Alnm* 
ham  Eights,  itittliew  Visscher,  lieutenants;  John 

Hoogkerk,  Ensign. 

Fur  the  7'hird  H^;/v/_Captains :  John  IkecknMUl, 
Harmanus  Wendell;  Lieutenants;  Isaac  De  Freest, 
Abraham  Ten  Eyck,  Wiiiiam  Hunn,  Peter  Ganse- 
voort.  Junior;  Ensigns:  Cornelius  Wendell,  Teanis 
T.  Van  Veghten. 

At  Committee  meeting  of  May  5th,  a  letter  from 
Barrington  was  read  requesting  aid.  which  was  de- 
clined until  atlvices  should  be  received  on  the 
subject  trom  the  New  York  Committee. 

Committee  Chamber,  loth  May,  1775,  Ci^ 
Hall  of  the  City  of  Albany. 

Present,  Nineteen  Members  of  Committee.  Dis- 
trict  of  drote  Tinboght.  2  delegates;  Sinkaick  and 
llosick  District,  3  delegates;  llonnington  District,  8 
delegates;  Corporation  of  Cambridge,  8  delegates; 
Manor  of  Livingston,  5  delegates:  .Schagtekoeke, 
8  delegates;  Kings  District,  3  delegates;  German 
Camp,  2  delegates:  (  atnliridge  District,  3  dele- 
gates; District  of  C'ocksackie  and  Katskill,  5; 
Schoharry  and  Duanesborough, 6  delegates;  Claver- 
ack,  5  delegates;  Kindcrhook,  4  delegates;  Manor 
of  Renssetaerwyck,  as  delegates;  Saratoga,  lodele- 
gati  s;  Schenectady,  lO  delegates;  Half  Moon,  7 

delegates. 

Adjourned  to  3  o'clock  this  aftemotm. 

May  5th — The  following  delegates  were  chosen 
by  ballot  to  meet  in  ficneral  Congress  at  New  York 
the  2 2d  instant.  Abraham  Yates,  Dirck  Swart, 
Volkcrt  P.  Douw,  Robert  \'an  Rensselaer,  Peter 
Silvester,  Francis  Nicoll,  Robert  Yates,  Henry 
Glenn,  Jacob  Cuyler,  Atoaham  Ten  Bioeck,  Wgt- 
ter  Livingston. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committees  of  die  ditlierent 
districts  iccommend  to  the  people  to  form  them- 
seh'es  into  Companies,  properly  equipped  and  dis- 
ciplined, and  that  they  make  report  to  the  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  for  the  time  being. 

May  tith  —  Sixty-six  members  present  An- 
other request  for  supplic-s  forthe  use  of  the  people 
gone  again>t  1  icon<ieroga.  "  was  >"Oted  in  the  nega- 
tive. 

May  12th—"  We  received  a  letter  signni  Ethan 
Allen  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Brown,  acquainting  us 

of  till-  taking  Ticondcroga.  Upon  which  we  wmtc 
a  letter  to  the  committee  of  New  York  by  Captain 


Digitized  by  Google 


406 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


Barent  Ten  Kyck,  Express,  and  etch  of  OS  paid  bin 
a  Dollar  a  piece  for  goiog." 

May  13th — Received  letter  from  New  York  con- 
firming jirevimis  decisions  not  tO  fornish  aid  to 
Ticonderuga  cxpcdilioii  until  some  action  of  the 
Provincial  or  Continental  Conj^ress. 

May  1 6th — Samuel  Sthnger,  QiairinaD//-0  tm. 

Res6h>ed,  That  any  Pferson  in  this  City 
County  who  has  arms,  ammunition  or  other 
articles  necessary  for  our  Defense  to  dispose  of, 
shall  not  within  ten  days  after  the  publications  of 
these  resolutions  infonn  this  Committee  of  the 
quantity  and  quality  of  die  same,  shall  be  hdd  up 
to  the  Public  as  an  Enemy  to  this  Country. 

Jltsthied^  That  any  person  who  shall  dispose  of 
any  aforesaid  aidcm  to  any  person,  knowing  or 
having  reason  to  believe  such  pcrsrin  to  be  inim- 
ical to  the  liberties  of  America,  he  shall  be  held 
up  as  an  enemy  to  this  Country.  Ofdeied,  that 
the  same  be  published  in  Hand  bills. 

Committee  Chambers,  2 2d  May — ^John  H.  Rose- 
boon  delivered  a  s]>eech  from  an  Indian  called 
Lilde  Abram,  a  chief  of  the  Mohawks.  "I'hcy 
hear  that  Companies  and  troops  are  coming  to  mo- 
lest us,  that  a  large  body  are  hourly  expected  from 
New  England  to  take  away  by  violence  our  Supcr- 
intendanl  ami  1  xting^uish  our  Council  Fire,  for  what 
reasons  we  know  not.  We  have  no  purpose  of 
interfering  in  the  dispute  betwecb  Old  England 
and  Boston;  the  \N  hjte  People  may  settle  their  own 
quarrels;  wc  shall  never  meddle  in  those  matters 
if  we  are  let  alone.  But  shouii!  our  Supcrinlendant 
be  taken  away  from  us  wc  dread  the  consequences. 
We  are  so  desirous  of  maintaining  peace,  that  we 
are  unwilling  the  Six  Nations  should  know  the 
biui  Reports  spread  amongst  us.  Brothers,  We  desire 
you  will  s.ilisly  us  as  to  your  knowledge  of  those 
reports  and  what  your  News  are  and  not  deceive 
m  in  a  matter  of  so  mndi  impoitance. 

"Abraham,  CAie/'. 

"Interpreted  by  Samuel  Kirkland,  >Iissionary. 
May,  1775. ' 

A  committee  of  two  was  ai^winted  to  go  with 
an  answer  to  the  Indians. 

May  2  5 til — The  first  communication  from  the 
Congress  then  in  session  at  Philadelphia,  received. 
It  WW  a  request  that  the  Albany  Committee  send 
provisions  uid  suppUa  to  Tioonderoga,  with  a 
snfficient  number  of  men  and  mechanics  to  build 
and  manage  •^cows  with  which  to  bring  cannon 
and  military  stores  from  the  conquered  fort. 

A  resolution  wis  at  once  passed  to  act  nccord- 
ingly — ^to  raise  a  company  oif  one  hundred  men 
and  march  as  soon  as  possible  to  Hconderoga. 
Cornelius  Van  Santvoordt  was  chosen  cummissar)- 
of  stores  by  ballot,  and  Henry  I.  Bogcrt  was  ap- 
potnted  to  go  to  Fort  George  in  charge  of  tne 
stores  and  building  of  the  scows  for  lake  trans- 
portation. 

May  2f>{h    The  following  was  passed  : 

Jiesohwi,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  Commit- 
tee diat  die  phyricians  and  others  of  this  city  and 

county  who  are  in  the  pmrtice  of  inoculation  for 
unall-pox,  be  requested  immeiliately  to  desist  from 


inoculation  until  the  sense  of  lllis  Committee  b« 
signified  to  the  contrary. 
May  39th — A  letter  wttt  reedved  from  the  Pro- 

'  vincial  Congress  at  New  York,  dated  25th  May, 
1775,  inclosing  instructions  to  Messrs.  John  N. 
Hleeckcr,  Henry  Bogert,  George  Palmer,  Peter 
I  Lansing,  and  Duck  Sevant,  who  were  by  said  Con- 
I  gress  api>ointed  commisaionen  or  agents  to  super- 
intend and  put  in  cxccutinu  the  recommendation  of 
'  the  Grand  Continent.il  Congress  of  the  loth  May. 

*775.-  r'.'l.iiive  to  Ticon<ieroga. 
I  Peter  W.  Yates,  John  N.  Bleecker,  Jeremiah 
Van  Rensseher,  and  John  Taylor,  the  Committee 
'  appointed  to  draw  up  an  instrument  to  bind  those 
I  in  their  tluty  who  shall  enlist  in  the  Provincial  Scr- 
I  vice,  brought  an  instrument  in  the  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit: 

"  We,  the  subscribers,  being  well  convinced  of 
thr  .d  xi  'liitr  net  cssity  of  raising  a  boily  of  Provincial 
Troojis  (or  the  tiefense  of  the  Constitution  and  the 
preservation  of  our  just  rights  and  liberties,  when 
I  the  same  are  in  the  most  imminent  danger  of  beiqg 
'  inx'aded,  have  therefore  voluntarily  enlisted  into 
the  Provi.sion.d  So!  \ii  r,  .uid  do  hereby  promise  and 
agree  that  wc  will  .severally  do,  execute,  and  per^ 
form  all  an<l  every  such  instructions,  directions, 
orders,  military  discipline,  and  duties  as  our  offi- 
cers, or  either  of  them,  shall  from  time  to  time 
gi\e  01  vend  to  us  during  the  time  th.it  our  service 
is  required  in  the  unhappy  contest  between  (jreat 
I  Britain  and  the  Colonies;  and  we  do  severally 
I  promise  and  engage  not  to  go  from  or  quit  the  said 
I  service  until  we  shall  be  discharged  or  dismissed 
I  from  the  service  by  the  Continental  or  Provisional 
Congress,  or  by  the  General  Commitee  of  the  City 
of  Aubtny,  under  the  i^>enalty  of  forfeiting  our 
'  wages,  and  being  deemed  in  the  eye  of  the  Public 
I  as  enemies  to  our  Cbuntr}-." 
!     Mesohtd,  That  the  Captains  of  this  City  call  oat 
'  their  Companies  once  every  two  weeks  in  the  aiVer- 
noon  for  the  purpose  of  pefecting  themselves  in  the 
'  military  discipline,  and  that  Saturday,  the  third  of 
June  next,  be  appointed  for  the  first  lime  of  muster- 

/ft'jiohri/,  That  John  Ostrandcr  be  apjiointed  un- 
<lcr  the  <lcnomination  of  Town  Scrjcam,  w  ho  shall 
kec!)  a  rt-gnl.n  Ro-Kr  >if  all  liie  oflai  rs  of  the  dif- 
ferent wards  in  the  City,  and  that  be  warn  the  officer 
.  not  on  duty,  every  morning  preceding  the  night  he 
is  t<i  watch,  and  that  ever)-  officer  so  warned  shall 
order  his  Serjeant  to  warn  the  men  who  shall  at- 
tend to  the  watch  house  at  the  appoinleil  hour  widi 
,  proper  arms,  ammunition  and  accoutrements,  and 
I  that  every  person  capable  of  doing  his  duty  Shall 
attend  in  person. 

8ih  June — We  received  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Phillip  Schuyler,  dated  Philadelphia,  3d  June, 
'  *775>      'bcsc  words,  to  wit: 

"The  conduit  of  the  Albany  Committee  has 
given  great  Satisfaction  to  the  Congress.  Youcan- 
i  not  wonder  that  I  should  be  pleased  with  every 
I  Tramaction  that  reflects  honor  on  my  dear  CountiT^ 
men.    The  article  of  powder  is  under  serious  con- 
sideration; but,  difficult  as  it  is  to  procure  that 
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essential  commodii),  I  hope  we  soon  shall  bave  a 
sappljr.  Majr  indukeat  Heaven  smile  pcopitioiis 
on  the  endeavor  of  tM  Americans  to  remain  a  fiee 

and  a  happy  people; BMgrmyCountr)'men  stand  dis- 
tinguished in  the  glorious  Struggle,  and  may  an 
All  directing  Providence  guide  us  safely  through 

the  danjers  of  this  unlu^ppv  Contest." 

June  17th — Received  a  letter  from  Colonel 
Benedict  Aiiiold,  dated  Crown  Point,  isth  Jone^ 
>775. 

"  Gentlemen,  — Your  letter  to  Captain  White  with 
orders  for  the  Companies  from  A!ban\  County  to 
return  to  Fort  George  he  has  just  received,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  arc  now  embarking  ibr  that 

f>lace.    Their  departure  leaves  us  in  a  very  defenfle* 
ess  Situation,  as  we  have  only  100  men  left  here, 
but  could  Uoi  ihein  logo  i,'Hilrars   t' ■  iinrir 

order:i,  tho'  the  men  are  nnu  li  w  anted.     Had  you 
known  our  present  Situation,  I  helicvL-  \ou  would 
not  have  given  orders  for  their  removal, 
"  Vour  Most  Humble  Servant. 

"Bmo^ARXOtD." 

Received  a  letter  fiom  the  Committee  of  Schenec- 
tady, dated  i6th  Jone^  1775,  requesting  that  fifty 
Stand  of  Arms  be  sent  them      Mr.  Wendell's 

Servant. 

Rcsokwi,  1  hat  John  N.  Blcctker  deliver  to  Mr. 
Wendell's  Servant  lifty  guns  for  the  use  of  Captain 
Cornelias  Van  Dyck's  Company  at  Schenectada. 

Resolved,  That  John  N.  Bleecker,  Commissary, 

Send  to  Fort  flcori^e  four  barrels  of  New  Kngland 
Rum,  to  be  delivered  to  Henry  I.  Bogert  or  any 
others  of  the  Commissaries  at  that  Post  To  be 
Chaiged  to  the  Soldiers  at  the  rate  of  Six  Shillings 
per  ^lon. 

June  SSd— Present,  twenty-two  member^). 
)n  motion,  the  question  being  put  whether  or 
no  it  is  necessary  that  some  money  be  raised  to 
pay  the  troops  rajsed  for  the  use  of  this  colony. 
Resolved  in  the  affirmadve; 
Ri'sohw/,  That  five  hundred  pounds  be  raised,  by 
bills  of  credit,  a.s  follows  : 

1,000  of  I,  £  50 

750  of  2   75 

500  of  5   is$ 

joo  of  t^.  :   250 

£S<x> 

Resoived,  That  the  bills  for  the  above  sums  be  of 
the  following  tenor,  to  wit : 

"This  Note  shall  entitle  the  bearer  to  the  sum  of 
— ^—  -   Ncsv  ^'o^k  Currency,  pay- 
able by  us,  the  Subscribers,  on  or  before  the  first  day 
of  Smtember  next,  pursuant  to  a  Vole  of  Credit  of 
the  Sttb<>wiaiittn  of  the  Ony  and  Coon^  of 
Albany.           "By  order  of  said  Ctommitlefc" 

Rcsuhed,  That  Messrs.  Jacob  Ten  f.yck, 
Jacob  Lansingh,  Jun.,and  Samuel  Stringer,  sub- 
scribe their  respective  names  to  the  several  notCS) 
to  be  issued  as  aforesaid,  and  number  the  same; 
and  the  resjiective  members  of  this  Committee  do 
hereby  engage  to  >ave  and  keep  harmless  and  in- 
demnified the  said  Jacob  C.  Ten  £yck,  Jacob 


Lansingh,  Jun.,  and  Samuel  Stringer,  for  all  stuns  pf 
monev  w  hich  they  or  either  of  them  may  be  com- 
pelled to  pay  in  consequence  of  ibeir  mgning  the 

'  Slid  notes,  exclusive  of  their  proportlOMU  part  SS 
members  of  this  Committee. 

?     Jtesokei/,  That  Messrs.  Robert  Yates,  John  Bay, 

.^brahaln  Cuyler,  Gosen  Van  Schaick,  Cornelius 
Van  .Sintvoorilt.  John  Ten  Broetk,  Henry  Quack- 
enbuNh  ajul  I.Ula.^  \'an  X'eglilen,  or  any  two  of 
them,  superintend  the  printing  of  said  bilk 

At  the  Committee  meeting  June  23d,  a  note  was 
I  sent  to  Boston,  as  follows  : 

"  We  are  at  a  loss  to  know  what  must  be  done 
with  the  Donations  collected  In  this  Gty  ibr  the 
Poor  of  Ho-iion.  and  beg  t'l  be  informed  by  you, 
as  tlic  Cliief  Contributions  w  as  m  ( irain,  whether  we 
shall  dispose  of  it  here  and  convert  it  into  Cash,  or 
otherwise.    Waiting  j-our  directions,  we  arc, 

•  "Brethren,  your  ver)"  humble  servants. " 

June  26th — Resohyd,  That  there  be  struck  in 
I  Bills  of  Credit,  in  addition  to  what  has  aheady 
I  been  ordered,  Fi\-e  Hundred  Pounds  of  the  follow- 
ing tenor,  to  wit :  T'Vd  hundred  and  fifty  of  twenty 
shillings  and  one  iuindred  and  twenty-five  of  forty 
shillings. 

I     Committee    Chambers,   June  29th — Samuel 

'  Stringer,  Chairman  pro  lem. 

Upon  the  whole,  w  e  are  of  opinion, //>■•./. — That 
as  the  safct)'  of  our  Persons,  and  the  Prcscr\ation 
of  our  Properties  depends  upon  the  due  adminis- 
tnlion  of  jostioc^  tut  the  course  of  Justice  oug^t 
not  to  be  obMrurted,  but  that  the  Same  Continue 
in  the  usual  Course,  and  in  the  King's  Name,  as 
our  allegiance  to  him  is  not  denied  ;  and  that  we 
are  to  \\'ait  the  resolution  of  the  Provincial  or  Con- 
tinental Congress  on  this  Subject  and  abide  by  their 
determination,  otherwise  we  Conceive  tfie  whole 
Country  will  be  reduced  to  a  State  of  the  Greatest 
Anarchy  and  Confusion. 

SecoHd, — Appeals  are  still  admitted,  at  least  in 
dlis  Gomoment,  in  all  cases  where  tb^  always 
have  been  Attowed;  in  this  the  hw  has  not  been 
altered,  and  the  Subject  in  this  Province  has  the 
Same  Liberty  ot  a  fair  and  impartial  trial,  as  usual 
on  Constitudonal  principles;  and  we  do  not  object 
against  any  Acts  d  Parliament  except  the  late  Un- 
constttuticwial  and  oppresrive  ones  which  have  been 
Noticed  by  the  Continental  Coognss  in  their  Sesrion 
last  Fall. 

mrJ. — We  are  neither  Rebels  or  Traitors,  nor 
have  we  foriinted  our  Estates,  neither  are  there  any 
!  acts  of  Partiament  of  that  nature  in  force  to  our 

'  knowle  ltre  against  any  persons  in  this  Province; 
nor  do  we  conceive  the  application  of  Traitors  and 
Rebels  justly  applied  to  SubjecLs  w  ho  refuse  to 
comply  with  requisitions  of  unconstitutional  Acts  of 
Parliament 

'  July  3d— Mr.  I.°onard  Gansevoort  reports  that  he 
had  paid  Captain  George  White  the  sum  of  ;^ioo 
14s.  New  \'i>rk  currency  for  himself,  the  of^cers 
and  privates  of  his  Companj^  which  this  board  does 
approve  o£ 

ResiihvJ,  That  Mr.  Leonard  Gans-  vc)orl,  Trcas- 
'  urer,  pay  unto  Captain  Hezekiaii  Baldwin,  the  sum 
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ofg^7i,  in  behalf  of  his  pay  as  Captain,  aini  tor  and 
on  b«half  of  the  rest  of  his  ofllcen  aad  privaten  of 
his  Company. 

July  sth — ^Received  letter  ftom  Tliilltp  Schayler, 
of  whldb  the  following  is  a  part: 

" I  have  received  advice  that  stoute  Oneida  In- 
dians are  now  at  Albany.  Your  prudence  will  aug-  | 
gest  that  the  Itindest  treatment  is  necesniy  to  these 
People,  and  I  beg  of  rou  not  to  let  them  return  | 
without  some  liberal  prescnis  or  tokens  i  f  our 
friendship,  nor  without  assurances  that  ihey  will 
speedily  be  called  to  a  Conference  at  Albany,  or 
some  other  convenient  place,  in  that  or  Tryon 
Conner.  What  money  }  ou  may  dishnrse  for  pres- 
ents I  shall  immediately  see  repaid." 

July  5th — Mr.  Henry  Glen  produced  to  this 
board  warrants  and  instructions  for  the  following 
persons  from  Albany  County:  I 

Captain,  Stephen  J.  Schuyler;  First  Lieutenant,  ' 
Barent  Roseboom;  Second  Lieutenant,  Dirck  Han- 
sen; Capuin,  Joel  Pratt;  Fint  Lieutenant,  Benja-  I 
min  Chittenden;  Second  Lieutenant,  Israel  Spen-  I 
<.'  r;   Captain,  Klisha  Iknediit;    l'"ir^l  Lieutenant, 
bamuel  Fletcher;  Second  Lieutenant,  Alexander  : 
Brink:  Captain,  Joseph  McCracken;  FintLieuten*  ' 
ant,  Mnses  Masten;   Second  Lieutenant,  John 
Bams;  Captain,  John  Visscher;  First  lieutenant, 
Benjamin  Fvans;  Second  Lieutenant,  Joseph  Fitch; 
Captain,   H'/,ekiah    Baldwin:    F'irst  Deutenant, 
Nathaniel  Rowlc} ;   >-LCond  Lieutenant,  Roswell  ! 
Beeby;  Captain,  Peter  Yates;  First  Lieuteiuut,  ' 
Henry  Van  Veghten;  Second  Lieutenant,  Gideon  ' 
King.  i 

Mr.  Heniy  Glen  also  informs  this  Board  that  the 
Congress  have  approved  of  die  following  field  offi- 
cers: 

Colonel,  Myndert  Roseboom;   Lieulenanl-Col-  j 
onel,  Goosen  Van  Schaick;   Major,  Lucas  Van 
Veghten;  and  that  tbey  bad  a{q)ointed  John  M. 
Wendell,  Quartermaster,  and  rnrent  J.  len  Eyck, 
Adjutant. 

Received  a  letter  from  the  Deputies  of  the  Prov- 
ince in  Continental  Congress,  dated  30th  June, 
1775,  in  which  they  announce: 

"The  Military  Arrangement  williin  the  Dc[)art- 
mcnt  of  New  York  is  entrusted  to  Major-General 
Schuyler,  to  whom  we  refer  you  for  the  money 
whira  Tou  request,  not  doubting  but  his  hands  will 
be  strengthened  so  as  ti>  enable  liiin  t>>  do  every- 
thing necessary  for  the  Protection  of  our  Frontiers.  ' 
Signed, 

"  Philip  Li\  im.ston, 
"UmsiHrAKX, 
*'Wiu.iaii  PioTDt* 

K  ^i-ihed,  That  Robert  Yates,  Abraham  Ten 
Broeck  and  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer,  Esqs.,  be 
appointed  to  prepare  an  address  to  be  presented  to 

General  Philip  Schuyler  on  his  arrival. 

July  6th — New  York  Provincial  Congress. 

Re.si>hv(i,  That  ten  shillings  shall  be  allowed  > 
to  every  soldier  that  shall  enlist  in  the  Continental  ' 
service  io  this  Colony  for  the  present  Campaign,  1 


who  shall  lurnish  himself  with  a  good  musket,  to 
be  approved  by  the  Muster>Master  and  Armorw  of 
cadi  k^ment. 
July  istb-^lwaham  Yates,  Chairman. 

Prx-/:-;/,  That   Jeremiah  Va»  Rensselaer  be 

luinished  with  the  sum  of  out  of  the 

Paper  Emission  of  this  Coiiiinillce,  and  that  he  go 
up  to  Lake  George,  Ticonderoga  and  Crown  Point 
and  nudte  a  final  settlement  with  those  Companies, 
and  declare  to  them  that  they  for  the  future  must 
look  li.<r  their  p.iy  and  necessaries  to  the  Officers 
appointed  by  the  Continental  Of  Ftovincial  Con< 
greas  for  that  purpose. 

It  being  intinuted  to  this  board  by  Mr.  Peter 
Vrooman,  that  SOme  tavern-keepers  in  this  county 
sell  spirituous  liquors  too  freely  to  the  Indians, 
from  which  evil  ctniseqaenoes  often  happen,  there* 
fore 

Resoktd,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  Tav- 

ern-kec{)ers  and  others  in  said  C  'Uii'.y.  t' >  sell  spirit- 
uous liquors  to  the  Indians  as  sparingly  as  possible, 
SO  as  to  prevent  their  getting  drunk. 

*'CAiM)MKAtT,  Jnly  13. 

"  CiK.MLEMEN,— Wi-  are  informed  In  good  au- 
thority that  Col.  fGuyj  Johnson  was  ready  with 
eight  or  nine  hundred  Indians  to  make  an  invasion 
of  this  County;  that  the  same  Indians  were  to  be 
under  the  Cbmmand  of  Joseph  Brandt  and  Walter 
Butler,  and  that  they  were  to  fall  on  the  inhal  iiants 
below  Little  F.ills,  in  order  to  divide  the  people  in 
two  parts,  ami  were  to  march  yesterday  or  day  be- 
fore. From  this  and  otlier  drcamstances  we  have 
too  much  reason  to  think  tint  all  our  enemies  in 
this  County  will  aj<|>ear  agsinst  US  as  soon  as  the 
Indians  are  nigh  to  us. 

"Onr  ammunition  is  sn  Scant,we  cannot  furnish 
300  men  so  as  to  be  able  to  make  a  stand  sgainit 
so  great  a  number. 

"This  is  the  more  alarming  to  us.  as  we 
shall  within  a  few  days  be  obliged  to  begin  with 
our  harvest  In  these  de|dorable  drcumstanocs 
we  look  to  you  for  assistance. 

' '  By  order, 

"  emus'  P.  Yato" 

Ke-ioh'ed,  That  a  letter  be  prepared  for  General 
Schuyler,  enclc^ng  a  wpf  ot  lhi%  and  sent  by  ex- 
press to  Saratoga. 

July  i5tb— Received  a  letter  (ron  General 

Philip  Schuyler,  dated  Saratoga,  Friday  evening, 
ihrce-quarterb  past  eleven,  July  14.  1775,  in  the 
following  words,  to  wit: 

"  Sir, — ^The  letter  yon  have  enclosed  me  is  of  a 
truly  alarming  nature,  and  requires  the  most  vigor- 
ous and  immediate  efforts.  I  would  ad\isc  that 
not  only  Captain  Van  Dyck  and  his  company,  but 
also  such  others  as  you  can  possibly  get,  should  im- 
mediately march  into  Tnon  Qiunty  with  the 
Attnay  and  Sdbenectady  Militia,  who  should  also 
be  requested  to  march  to  the  relief  of  that  Coantjr. 

"  Your  obedient  servant, 

"Fh.  ScHinrLBB." 
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Reat^Bei,  That  150  pounds  powder  be  trans-  | 

mitteti  to  the  Committee  of  Tryon  County,  they 
paying  liir  the  same  at  the  rate  of  five  shillings 
per  pound,  and  that  25  pounds  be  forwarded  to 
Schenectady  for  the  use  of  Captain  Conidiaa  Van 
DjPCkIa  Company. 

A  paper  was  liandcil  to  tl]i'>  Board,  supposed  to 
contain  reflections  on  this  Board,  which  is  as  fol- 
lowt,  to  wit: 

"The  :m  > It  of  a  late verjr  Extraordinaiy  and 
very  Grand  Procession. 

"  T.  The  Coogreidoiml  Genenl 
IT    Ilie  Deputy  Chaimian,  and  who  it  only 
Cli.iirman  Pro  Tempore. 

"  III.  Mr.  Ten  Broecli— through  a  miMake. 

"IV.  TheChaiman.  1 

"V.  The  Committee. 

"VI.  The  Troop  of  Horw,  most  beautiful  and 
grand;  some  Horses  long  taild,  some  bob  Taild, 
and  some  without  any  tails,  and  attended  with  the 
Melodious  Sound  of  an  incomparable  fine  I'rumpeL 

"VIL  The  AsMciation  Company. 

"ASncrATOE." 

The  above  caused  much  indignation  and  com- 
motion among  the  Committee  and  the  Citizens,  as 
the  occasion  alluded  to  waa  the  public  reception  of 
Genenl  Schuyler. 

A  few  days  later.  Peter  W.  Yates,  a  member  of 
the  Committee  of  ( 'orrpspomlcnce,  wrote  an  ac- 
knowledgment of  being  the  author,  and  asked  to 
be  forgiven,  as  he  meant  no  injury  to  the  ]k>ard  or  to 
the  Cause  of  Liber^,  still  being  a  friend  to  both; 
also  sending  in  his  resignation,  which  was  ac- 
cepted, together  with  apology. 

Mr.  V'ates,  however,  stoid  well  with  the  peof>le, 
for  he  was  re-elected  to  the  membership  he  had  va- 
cated, as  appears  from  the  following  entiy  of  July 

'  111  pursuance  of  a  resolve  of  the  22d  instant, 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  First  Ward  of  this  City,  lo 
proceed  to  an  Election  of  a  Member  in  the  room  of 
Peter  W.  Yates,  £sq.,  the  Clerk  of  this  Beard 
files  a  return  of  the  Poll,  by  which  it  appears  that 
the  said  Feter  W.  Yates  was  again  deded." 

July  27th — Peter  W.  Yates.  Esq.,  declined  scr\-  ] 
ing,  on  his  being  elected  on  the  231!  instant.     An  | 
election   was  again   held  on  the  26th  instant, 
agreeable  to  a  resolve  of  this  Board,  when  Doc- 
tor Joseph  Young  was  elected. 

Jti'\    2«yth -Extract  from  a  letter  to  General 
Philip  Schuyler,  from  the  Committee: 

"We  have  the  Pleasure  to  inform  you  that  the 
apprehensions  of  the  inhaliit  ints  of  Tryon  resjiect- 
ing  the  Indians  is  entirely  removed,  and  the  un- 
happy dispute  between  the  inhabitants  of  the  upper  , 
Pan  of  the  Coun^  with  Sir  John  Johnson  and  the  ! 
Sheriff  of  that  uounty  amtcabfy  accommodated 
upon  the  two  following  Points: 

"IHrsL'-^Thc  Sheriff  is  to  leave  the  Cbnn^  and 
not  retain  to  it  again. 

"jlflcasdl— Sir  John  Johnson  is  not  to  take  any 
active  part  agabiat  die  People  in  the  Disputes  at 


Present  Sub^ng  between  Great  Britain  and  die 

American  Colonics. " 

Mr.  Benjamin  Baker  laid  before  this  board 
proposals  lor  making  Salt  Petre. 

Jlesoh'cJ,  To  forward  the  said  proposal  to  the 
Provincial  Congress  in  the  following  words: 

"Gentlemen'. —  You  will  find  enclosed,  pro- 
posals from  Mr.  Baker,  and  tklttk  it  may  be  worth 
your  while  to  give  him  enoomagement  Doctor 
Young  (one  of  onr  board)  has  examined  the  NHie 
he  has  made  as  a  sample,  and  COnsidsn  it  as  gOOd 
as  the  Nitre  from  Europe. '' 

August  I  St — Ensign  Daniel  Lee  petitioned  for 
his  pay  while  sening  in  Captain  Joel  Ratt's  Com- 

pany.  Granted. 

August  sth — Ijetter  from  (jeneral  Philip  .Schuy- 
ler: 

"  Gknti-kmex, — 1  have  directed  the  Commissary- 
General,  Mr.  Livingston,  lo  pay  you  £\,ooo  New 
York  Currency  to  «U  in  the  Bills  you  l»ve  emit- 
ted.   As  you  must  ultimately  account  to  die  public 

for  this  money,  you  will  please  to  take  the  proper 
Vouchers  from  the  People,  and  when  the  bills  are 
called  in  you  will  proceed,  jointly  with  Mr.  liv- 

ingston,  to  cancel  them." 

August  Sth — Letter  from  Provincial  Congress 

dated  N'l'->\  Viiik  August  2,  1775: 

' '  We  have  the  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  this 
Congress  have  made  an  allowance  to  each  Officer 

of  (inc  Dollar  for  every  man  that  may  or  h.is  al- 
ready inlisted  in  the  Service,  in  order  to  reimburse 
them  for  the  expense  cS  said  inlistment 

.\ugust  9th — Received  letter  from  Governor 
Jonathan  Trunibuli,  dated  Leb.xnon,  July  21,  1775, 
on  Onedia  Indian  affairs 

Robert  Yates  writes  from  New  York  that  Con- 
gress had  just  examined  a  Soldier  who  descvted 
from  the  Army  in  BostOn  and  fought  with  the  British 
at  Lexington  and  Chailes  Town.  He  says  they  pay 
their  men  weekly,  but  their  pay  is  only  14  ooi^en 
each. 

August  16th — Whereas,  Complaint  has  been 
made  to  thi>  Ivi.ird  \>y  an  Indian,  that  he  was  beat 
by  some  person  in  this  City  and  bis  Shirt  taken 
away  or  lost;  for  the  sake  of  maintaining  peace 

with  the  Indians, 

Resolved,  DxA  Mr.  John  W.  Bleecker  furnish  the 
said  Indhm  with  a  new  Shift  of  the  value  of  ten 

Siillings. 

August  lylh — Received  the  following  letter 
dated  Geiman  Flats,  August  16,  1775; 

"SiK,  — Wc  beg  the  favor  of  you  t'  1  .'-^ujiply  the  55 
Onedia  Indians  at  Albany  with  provisions  till  we 
come,  and  we  will  be  answerable  for  the  expense. 
We  have  about  5CX5  of  the  Six  Nations  here,  who  all 
Seem  in  good  Temper,  and  we  hope  will  proceed 
from  here  to  Allnmy  and  there  await  the  arrival  of 
the  Indians  from  (  anada  to  hold  a  General  Treaty. 

"  We  are,  with  Resjiect, 

"VoLKEKT  p.  Doirw, 
"TtnBtnrFBAKCis." 
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AagttM  atst—Recdved  a  letter  from  the  Commit- 
tee of  Safety  for  Pennsylvania,  dated  PhiladclplliB, 
Augtist  12,  1775,  in         words,  to  wit: 

"GiNTLmir, — ^With  this  you  will  receive  1,400 

pounds  ofdiin  pmvder  sent  bv  us  for  the  use  of 
G«ncral  Schuyler,  to  s\hi>m  we  m.iki-  ii<>  doubt  you 
will  forward  it  by  first  opportunity. 

"This  Coinmittee  has  lieard  that  a  great  and 
Superflaoas  quantity  of  Lead  wm  taken  at  Ticon* 
deropa.  It  is  an  article  nn-.i  h  wanted  liere.  If 
that  lead  should  be  with  y<ai  arid  you  can  conveni- 
ently K).ul  this  W  agon  back  with  a  parcel  of  it  we 
shall  be  much  obliged  and  will  be  accountable  for 
the  Same. 

"We  are,  Gcntlempn, 

"Your  Most  Ob'  Humble  servants. 
"Signed,  by  order  of  Committee, 

"R  Franklik,  Pre^r 

Resohed,  That  the  following  order  be  sent  to  the 
Captain  of  the  Qty  Watch  for  this  night,  to  wit: 

"  Sir, — On  your  watch  this  night  you  aie  to  take 
m  Charge  Alexander  White  and  three  other  persons 

in  Confinement  with  him  and  to  order  that  strict 
care  be  taken  that  said  prisoners  do  not  escape." 

The  Committee,  about  half  an  hoar  after  ten,  re- 
ceived a  note  from  the  Commissioners  of  Indian 
AfiTairj,  that  they  are  to  open  the  I  reaty  with  the 
Six  Nations  about  clcvcu  u'cluek  in  ^'onkeis  Street, 
back  of  the  Dutch  Church,  and  request  our  attend- 
ance and  that  of  the  principal  gentlemen  of  the 
Town.  This  Committee,  though  taken  by  sur- 
prise, Resolved  immediately  to  attend,  and  the  Bell 
man  was  sent  to  apprise  the  inhabitants  who  might 
wish  to  attend. 

Long  Speeches  by  an  Oneida  Chief  in  behalf  of 
the  Six  Nations  were  made,  declaring  their  good 
feelings  and  intentions,  and  their  purpo<»e  to  live 
up  to  the  old  Trealit  s  of  Peace. 

Arvin  Montague  Morris  was  brought  before  this 
board,  sumecied  to  be  inimical  to  the  American 
Cauiie;  and,  upon  examination,  he  could  not  give  a 
proper  account  of  himself;  therefore 

Ii-  Knir,-d,  That  he  be  sent  to  the  Guop  and 
there  remain  till  further  orders. 

Received  a  letter  from  the  Committee  of  Trj  on 
County,  expressing  Satisfiiction  that  White,  Clement 
and  Brown  were  held  ss  prisoners,  as  there  is  much 
ev  idence  dttt  thcy  are  enemies  lo  the  Common 
Cause. 

Henry  Ten  Eyck,  ShcritT  of  the  City  and  County 
of  Albany,  being  called  before  this  board  to  icll 
who  was  the  plaintiff  in  the  suit  upon  which  Alex- 
ander Wliitc.  Est]. ,  is  in  custody,  said  that  Abraham 
C.  Cuyler  was  the  Plaintiff,  and  John  Hansen  the 
Attorney. 

By  a  retnm  of  the  Field  Officers  for  the  District  of 
Rensselaerwyck,  the  following  persons  were  rec- 
ommended for  the  four  Battalions,  to  wit:  Abra- 
ham Ten  Broeck,  Colonel-in  Chief;  Francis  Nicol, 
Lieutenant-Colonel;  Henry  Quackenbush,  Barent 
Staats,  Majors;  lohn  Quackenbush,  Adjutant;  Chris- 
topher Lansingh,  Quartermaster. 

Second  Ballalion. — ^Killian  Van  Rensselaer,  ( Ol- 
onel;  John  H.  Beeckman,  Lieutenant-Colonel; 


Cornelias  Van  Beuren,  Jacob  C  StimmMhom, 

Majors;  Jacob  \'an  Der  Pbd,  ^Ijvtant;  John  A. 
Lansingh,  Quarterm;ister. 

Third  Battalion. — Stephen  Schuyler,  Colonel; 
Gerrit  Van  Der  Beigb,  lievtenant-Colonel;  Peter 
C.  Schuyler,  Volkert  Veeder,  IkUjon;  Man  Van 
Wai  k.  n,  Adjatant;  Fnada  Mwriial],  Qnaiter- 

IIl.l-'.'.T. 

/■  !.'  :h  /?,j/A;//f;«. —Stephen  J.  Schuyler,  Colonel; 
Henry  K.  Van  Rensselaer,  Lieulenant-ColODel; 
Philip  De  Freisto,  John  J.  Fonda,  Majors;  Volkert 
Oothout,  Adjutant;  Jaooh  Van  AbQrtie^  Qoaitefw 

master. 

The  above  persons  were  Approved  of  by  thia 
Boaid. 

The  Officers  appointed  by  this  Board  to  the  City 

Regiment  are  ns  fnilows: 

Jacob  I  .uisiiiL'li,  Colonel;  Derek  Ten  Broeck, 
Lieutenant  t  i  ll  nel;  Henry  Wendell,  Abraham 
H.  Cuyler.  Majors;  \'olkeit  A.  Douw,  Adjutant; 
Ephraim  Van  Veghten,  Qusrtennasler. 

The  Provincial  Congress  dissolved  October  14, 
1775,  recommending  the  Election  of  Deputies  to 
form  a  new  Cnngress.    The  General  Committee  of 
the  Ci^  and  Coun^r  of  Albany  afa»  resolved  that 
they  be  dissdved  the  ttst  day  of  December,  1775. 

An  Election  was  accordingly  held  on  Tuesday, 
November  7,  1775.  at  which  the  following  jjersons 
were  Elected  as  Delegates  to  the  New  m)vincial 
Congress:  Leonard  Gansevoort,  Abraham  Ten 
Broeck,  Abraham  Vates,  Jun.,  Jacob  Cuyler,  Fran- 
cis Nichol,  Robert  Yates,  Henry  Glen,  Peter  Syl- 
vester, Peter  B.  Livingston,  John  J.  Bleecker, 
Henry  Oothout,  and  Robert  Van  Rensselaer. 

litis  Committee  do  hereby  declare  the  said  per- 
sons to  be  duly  elected,  and  that  they,  or  anr  five  of 
them,  represent  this  City  end  Coon^  in  me  next 
Provincial  Congress. 

January  20,  t776'-The  GMnmittee  to  enquire 
for  a  proper  place  to  confine  such  persons  as  are 

inimical  tn  American  Liberty,  Report  that  there  are 
two  rooms  in  the  Fort  in  this  City  which  might  be 
repaired  with  litde  expense  for  ssid  penona;  tfaei«> 

fore 

Res'>h<fd,  That  General  .Schuyler  be  requested 
lo  fit  the  upper  room  in  said  Fort 

Xtsobiedt  That  the  Committee  of  this  County 
Condole  die  Deadi  of  the  brave  General  Rlchaid 

Monttomery,  by  wearing  each  a  crape  around  their 
arms  for  six  weeks  from  this  day  successively. 
Pebruar>-  7th — Fifty-eight   members  present. 

John  Barclay,  I'rcsident  f<n>  ti-vt.    Ceori^e  Ramsey 
aving  been  sent  from  Schenect.ii.ly,  charged  with 
calling  persons  in  favor  of  .\merican  Liberty,  Rebels: 

Resobxdt  That  the  said  Ramsey  be  disarmed  and 
Stand  Committed  until  he  enter  into  Bond  in  the 
Sum  of  ^200,  with  sufficient  sureties,  for  hisfu'.ure 
good  behavior.  Joseph  Kingsly  was  also  charged 
with  die  same  omnse,  and  was  dealt  widi  in  the 
same  manner. 

March  14th — Resolved,  That  no  person  or  per- 
sons be  [>ermitted  to  move  into  or  settle  in  thia 
County,  unless  he  or  they  bring  a  Certificate  liPOBi 
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(be  Committee  of  Ae  Conntjr  or  district  from  which  | 

they  claim  that  they  hatl.  i>rinr  to  this  resolve, 
signed  the  associiUion  rttonimended  by  Congress, 
and  liad  in  all  things  behaved  in  a  manner  bMOm- 
ing  to  Friends  of  American  Freedom. 

April  I  ith — ^The  following  is  the  form  of  parole 
in  nee  at  this  tim& 

"  I  do  promise,  on  the  word  and  h<>n"r  mT  n 
Soldier  anti  genUeman,  that  I  will  hoK!  no  nuumer 
of  torri-^jntndence  or  comctsatiun  on  Political  | 
Matters  with  any  penon  or  persons  that  are  in-  | 
imical  to  measaies  now  parsoed  bjr  die  United  , 
Colonies  of  America;  and  that  !  will  not  depart 
the  liounds  of  the  District  of  Coxackic  without 
leave  of  the  Committee  of  the  said  district. 

' '  James  H  ewetson.  " 

Majr  3d — Messrs.  Rutger,  Bleecker  and  Dr. 
Joseph  Vouis'4  v.  LTr   named  a  Coniniittee  to  en-  . 
courage  the  culture  of  Hemp,  Flax  and  \Vw>l;  also  | 
the  making  of  Sturgeon  Oil  to  supply  the  place  of 
Whale  Oil,  in  view  of  the  Stoppage  of  the  Whale  1 
Fisheries. 

May  8th — John  Boyd  Confessed  to  selling 
Bohea  Tea  for  ^^f^wx  pound,  Contrary  to  Resolu- 
tfon  of  Cbntinentaf  Cbngress.   That  others  did  it,  ; 

was  his  excuse. 

Resok'cd,  That  the  said  John  Boyd  has  violated  1 
the  Resolution,  and  ought  to  be  considered  an  i 
Enemy  to  the  American  Cause;  and  it  is  leoom-  ' 
mended  titat  all  persons  brealc  off  all  intercourse  j 
with  said  Boyd. 

Absalam  W  oodworth  was  also  convicted  of  same 
offense,  and  was  punished  in  the  same  manner.  | 

A  Resolution  passed  some  weelts  ago  to  disarm  I 
all  disloyal  persons.  The  ibilowing  is  the  Warrant  | 
for  so  doing  :  j 

"Sir, — You  are  hereby  required  and  Commanded  [ 
forthwith  to  proceed  to  the  houses  o\  Abraham  ' 
C.  Cuyler,  John  Van  Allen,  Stephen  De  I^ncey, 
Gysbert  Fonda.  John  Monier,  and  William  Shep- 
lii      t:icrc  t'<  r<  CL-i\f  and  take  all  their  Arms  and 
Ammunition,  Side  arms  excepted;  for  which  arms,  [ 
etc.,  you  are  to  give  a  receipt.  And  bring  said  arms,  i 
etc,  to  the  Chairman  of  this  Committee  without 
dday.  And  for  so  doing  this  shall  be  your  War- 
rant" I 

The  number  of  troops  Aimished  by  Albany 
Coun^  for  General  Schuyler,  in  Canada,  was : 

East  Manor,  Rensselaenvyck,  75;  West  District, 
Rensselacrwyck.  75  ;  Claverach  and  King's  District, 
1 50;  Ilast  Camp  and  Grote  Imboght,  New  York,  ' 
75;  Half  Moon,  Balston  and  Saratoga,  Canada,  75; 
Albany,  Schohary,  Coxackee  and  Kinderkook,  75. 

Ilenr}' Manselis  was  made  Captain  <»f  t'l  Uipany 
rai.sed  in  Albany  City,  Schenectady,  Co.xackce  and 
Schohary,  to  reinforce  Continental  Army  in  Canada; 
Benjamin  C  Dubois  First  Lieutenant;  John  Van  | 
Antwerp,  Second  Lieatenant 

Resohvd,  That  Henry  K.  Van  Rensselaer  be  ap-  1 
pointed  Major  of  the  Company  of  Militia  for  the 
County  for  Servfce  In  New  York. 

Peter  Van  Rensselaer  was  appointed  Captain  of 
Company  raised  in  Qaverack;  Christopher  C  Mil- 


ler, First  Dentenant;  Wilhdmns  Philips,  Second 

Lieutenant. 

Jul)  1st — Committee  ap))ointed  Officers  of 
Battalion,  raised  in  Albsny,  Tryon,  Charlotte, 
Cumberland  and  Gloucester  Counties  as  follows: 
Cornelius  Van  Dyck,  Colonel;  Barent  S.  Ten  Eyck, 
Major;  John  i^hepardson,  Lieutenant-Colonel. 

luly  17th — Received  a  letter  from  Abraham 
Vatcs,  Junior,  Robert  Yates  and  Matthew  Adgate, 
dated  white  Plains,  14th  instant,  enclosing  the 
Dectaration  of  the  United  States  of  America; 
declaring  the  Said  United  States  free  and  inde- 
pendent; al.so  the  resolutions  of  the  Rcprcsenu- 
tives  of  the  St^  of  New  York,  in  oonseqaence 
thereoC 

Received  a  letter  fixnn  John  Rogen,  one  of  the 

Committee  of  Saratoga,  dated  iith  instant,  com- 
plaining that  the  Small  Pox  is  very  prevalent  in 
said  district 

July  18th — Resok'ed,  That  the  Declaration  of  In- 
dependence be  published  and  declared  in  this 
City  to-morruw  at  Eleven  O  Cli  ick  at  this  place,  and 
that  Colonel  Van  Schaick  be  requested  to  order 
the  Continental  Troops  in  this  City  to  Appear  under 
Arms  at  the  place  aforesaid;  and,  further,  that  the 
Captains  of  the  .Several  Militia  Company  in  this 
city  be  requested  to  W  arn  the  Persons  bel  onging  to 
their  respective  Companies,  to  appear  at  Uie  place 
aforesaid,  and  for  the  purpose  aforesaid. 

Miu  !i  of  the  time  of  the  Committee  during  their 
.Sessions  was  consumed  in  the  apprehension,  con- 
viction, and  punishment  of  diaaflSscted  and  dis- 
loyal persons,  of  whom  there  was  a  great  number. 
The  "Tory  Gaol  "  in  the  City  Hall  was  filled  wfth 
them,  and  the  list  wa>  const.ur.ly  increasing. 

Expenses  increased  rapidly  for  arms,  ammuni- 
tion, and  supplies,  and  it  was  found  difficult  to  pay 
the  soldien  with  suffident  leBularity  to  prevent 
great  discontent  The  labor  ofthe  Committee  was 
very  perplexing  and  arduous  at  this  time. 

August  3d — Samuel  Stephenson  is  hereby  dis- 
charged of  being  Keeper  of  the  Tory  Gaol,  and 
Volkert  Dawson  i>i  appointed  in  his  room. 

Ri'sohrt/.  Tii.it  \''\m  A.  Br.i'.t  and  Alexander 
Baldwin  be  appointed  Captain  for  the  Ranger 
Companies;  and  Martc  Van  Beuren,  John  B. 
Marsdis,  Afidiael  Jackson  and  John  Jost  Sidney, 
Lieutenants  for  said  Company  and  Stephen 
Lush.  Captain  for  the  Company  to  guard  the 
stores  in  Albany,  and  Gertitt  Staats  and  Jaoob  J. 
Lansing,  Lieutenants. 

August  17th — ^llie  Association  CtMopany  elected 
Andrew  Donw,  Captain,  and  FMer  Van  Beigen, 
Knsign. 

Rev.  Harry  Manro^  Rector  of  Sr.  Peter  s,  Al- 
bany, requested  a  pass  to  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia, which  was  refused  by  the  Committee  in 

the  following  words: 

jResoived,  That  the  Chairman  acquaint  you,  die 
said  Mumo,  that  this  Board  caimot,  consistent 

with  their  dutv,  grant  his  request,  as  the  very  Idea 
of  a  pass  is  to  recommend  the  person  having  it  to 
the  public  as  a  Friend  to  the  Cause  and  right  of 
America,  and  that  th^  extremely  Uunent  that  thqr 
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it  not  in  dMir  power  to  give  him  such  a  rec- 

ommen<1att<")n,  i'^  they  are  ipnornnt  thnt  he  has 
cvtT  maniiL>tL  1  jjimself  such  a  Iriend  in  any  one 
instance  since  tlie  Conmcncemeiit  of  tlie  pratent 
unhappy  Contest. 

Captain  John  Williams  was  appointed  Captain  of 
a  Company  of  75  men  to  he  ilraftcii  out  of  the 
Militia  of  this  County  lo  reinforce  the  Furtrcsscs  in 
the  Highlands. 

September  29tb — ^Tbis  board  being  informed  that 
a  Company  of  Colonel  Van  Djrck's  Regiment  had 
deserted. 

Resolved,  tliat  a  letter  be  prepared  fur  General 
Schuyler  on  the  subject,  which  was  done. 

Resolved,  Tliat  there  tie  allowed  Eight  Shillings 
for  the  three  first  pair  of  two-threaded  Stockings 
that  shall  be  knitted  in  one  family. 

October  2  2d — Jonathan  N.  Mallory  is  hereby 
appointed  Surgeon  to  Cokwid  Peter  Van  NesB, 
Regiment  of  Militia. 

Reso/rvd,  That  any  Negro  Man  Slase  within  the 
Manor  of  Rensseiaerwyck,  who  shall  be  found  from 
bis  Master's  house  afl^  Six  o'clock  in  the  Evening 
without  a  permit  from  his  master  or  mistiess,  he 
shall  be  iminedintely  apprehended  and  Tecdve 
Cor|K)ral  punishment. 

November  a6th — Resofned.  That  John  Barclay 
be  appointed  Chairman  of  this  Committee,  Mat- 
tfaew^sdber,  Clerk,  and  Jacob  Kidney,  Messenger. 

Pursuant  tu  a  resolvent  ■ 'f  tiie  .^'lli  instant,  it  aj>- 
pears  that  the  following  persons  are  duly  Elected 
for  the  space  of  Six  months  from  the  first 
day  of  December  next,  unless  sooner  disbanded 
by  the  C'onvention  of  this  .State. 

The  rciiolution  of  the  8th  instant  was  as  follows: 

IVAereas,  The  lime  limited  by  the  good  people  of 
this  County  for  the  present  Committee  to  ser\'e,  e.x- 
pires  in  dw  CounQr  this  4th  Tuesday  of  this  month; 
and 

Whereiis,  The  I^ejirescnuitives  of  this  .State  in 
Convention  have  been  inevitably  prevented  from 
forming  a  Government  for  this  State,  it  is  neces- 
sary that  another  Committee  be  elected  in  this 
County  for  the  Space  of  Six  months: 

Resolvfti,  That  the  Kleclion  in  the  .s<vcral  dis- 
tricts in  this  County  be  held  on  the  3d  Tuesday 
of  November. 

There  were  elected  from  the  First  Ward,  9 
members;  Second  W  ard,  y  members;  Third  Ward, 
9  memt}er8;  Manor  of  Rensselaer,  30  members; 
bcbohanv,  6  members;  Grote  Imboght,  5  mem- 
Imts;  Ballston,  5  members;  Hosick,  is  members; 
Coxackie,  6  nienilicrs;  German  Camp,  4  mem- 
bers; Schagtikoclve,  10  members;  Manor  of  Liv- 
ingston, IC  members;  Half  Moon,  f  members; 
Saratoga,  7  members;  Schenectady,  11  members; 
Cbmbridge,  9  members;  Kings,  8  members;  Clav- 
erack.  12  members. 

Resohed,  That  the  Committee  of  the  County 
meet  evei7  Fortalgbt  in  the  Gtjr  Hall,  on  T^iesday, 
and  that  At  IcNSl  ooe  member  fiom  eadi  District 

attend. 

Resohied,  As  the  opinion  of  this  Committee,  there 
lie  allowed  one  Shilling  per  day  for  the  first  five 


I  days  the  raiHtia  supplied  themsdves  with  pro- 
visions r.n  the  late  alarm  to  the  northward,  and 
that  for  the  remainder  no  more  than  eight  pence 
half  penny  be  allowed. 

November  30th — General  Gates  laid  before  this 
Board  a  letter  from  the  President  of  the  Conven- 
tion of  this  State  to  the  Hon'"'*  Major-General 

I  Schuyler,  desiring  him  to  take  the  management  of 

:  obstructing  Hudson  River,  which  the  Committee 
had  resolved  upon,  desiring  the  opinion  of  this 

I  Board  whether  same  ought  to  be  forwarded  liy  Ex- 
press to  His  Honor,  which  is  herelqr  ordend  to 

I  be  done 

December  todi — Riathmf,  That  a  permit  be 

granted  to  I.ady  John  Johnson  to  go  to  Fish  KiUl^ 
in  oriler  to  apply  for  a  pass  to  New  York. 

December  jist — General  Schuyler  applies  to  this 
I  Board  for  assistance  in  procuring  blankets  for 
I  Colonel  \"an  Schaick's  and  Colonel  Gansevtxjrt's 
I  Regiments.  Committees  were  appointed  to  <  "l>tain 
{  the  same  from  the  inhabitants  of  Albany  and  Sclie- 
nectady. 

I  January  21,  1777 — Rcsohetl,  That  every  person 
I  who  shall  offer  anything  for  Sale  for  a  less  sum 

in  Gold  or  Siiver  than  in  Continental  or  other 

paper  money  now  passing  currently,  shall  be  con- 
I  sidered  as  a  Deprecialor  of  the  paper  Currency,  and 
I  treated  accordingly,  and  that  any  Person  who  shall 

rcfu^'  to  take  the  same  shall  be  treated  in  like 

manner. 

February  ^A—Resohed,  That  the  Deputies  of 

j  this  County  in  Convention,  be  instructed  to  use 
I  their  intiucnce  to  have  General  Schuyler  appointed 
one  of  the  Delegates  to  rqweaent  this  State  m  Con- 
tinental Congres."!. 

i  February  loth —  ]Vhereas,  The  grc.il  number  of 
persons  keeping  taverns  or  Tipling  houses,  many 
of  whom  are  disaffected  and  there  is  reason  to 
believe  they  have  inflnenoed  many  Soldiers  to  qoH 

the  Service:  be  it 

Resohvd,  'I'bat  no  person  or  persons  shall  con- 
tinue or  set  up  a  Tavern  in  any  District  in  the 
or  County  of  Albany  without  a  license  or  permit 
for  the  same,  under  penalty  of /"50  fine. 

March  4th — Resokvd.  That  the  Committee  of 
'  each  respective  District  within  this  CoanQ'  do  ap> 
point  and  aarign  fit  and  suitable  phues  in  nieir  sud 
Districts  for  Inoculating  HcTspitals,  and  that  the 
said  Committee  use  all  the  precautions  to  prevent 
the  spreading  of  the  Small  Pox. 

The  Committee  arc  informed  that  Mr.  Waters, 
who  has  liiud  the  house  now  occupied  by  Colonel 
Philij)  P.  Schuyler,  intends  to  inoculate  his  family 
upon  his  having  moved  them  to  said  House.  The 
Committee  l>eing  sensible  that  by  such  cxmduct 
the  infection  will  spread  among  the  Continental 
Troops;  therefore 

Resoht'fJ,  That  the  said  Waters  be  strictly  forbid 
to  inoculate  his  family  as  aforesaid,  on  pain  of  for- 
feiting the  sum  of  £^00. 

Ordered,  That  Jacob  Kidney  is  hereby  appotaled 
Gaoler  in  place  0^  Samnd  Loadman. 
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Resolved,  That  all  officers  in  this  County  belong- 
ing to  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  at  either  full  or 
half-pay,  be  sent  for;  and,  on  their  appearance,  that  ; 
they  be  sent  to  the  Convention  of  this  State,  Re-  i 
guesting  them  to  have  them  exchanged,  or  ordered  1 
to  sadi  place  fhat  fbejr  maj  do  no  injury  in  this  i 
countr)'. 

March  i -th---^t >(•/;<•</.  Tliat  Marten  Ilalenbeck 
be  and  is  hereby   ordered  to  desist,  from  the  ; 
receipt  hereof,  from  Keeping  PubHc  House.  | 

Jacobus  Houghtaling,  who,  some  time  since  ' 
made  liis  escape  from  Jaoi,  being  now  busy  enhsl- 
ing  men  for  the  service  of  the  Knemy,  and  being  a 
dan^erons  person  lu  die  Liberties  of  America: 

Resoh'ed,  Tl»at  Major  Volkert  Veeder  be  re- 
c{uested  to  order  the  said  Houghtaling  to  be  ar- 
rested and  put  in  Close  Confinement  till  the  further 
order  of  this  Committee. 

April  iith — Reso/vi'd,  Tliat  Jacob  Kidney  be 
and  he  ii  hereby  ordered  every  Sunday  during 
Divine  service  to  Patrol  the  Streets  of  thisO'ty  and 
qiK-11  all  riots  and  disturbances,  and  keep  the 
inhabitants  of  ibis  City  and  others  to  behave 
decent,  for  which  services  he  shall  be  allowed  4/ 
per  day. 

Ordered,  Thai  Colonel  Van  Scliaick  be  requested 
to  desire  Captain  Finch  to  send  out  a  scouting 
party  towards  the  Salt  Springs,  in  order  to  discover 
a  plot  which  it  is  conceived  is  making  head  in 

that  part  of  the  Country. 

April  i8ib — Colonel  Schuyler  reported  that  a 
certain  person  who  had  given  information  against 

certain  disaffected  persons,  was  threatened  to  such 
a  degree  that  the  Committee  of  the  Manor  of 
Rensselaerwvck  had  agreed  lo  renii»\e  him  and  his 
family  to  a  place  of  safety,  and  that  they  also  en- 
gaged to  repay  the  man  any  damages  be  mi^t 
sustain. 

Unanimously  approved. 

Christian  Smith,  a  person  who  lias  been  employed 
in  discovering  the  desinis  of  our  ialeraal  Encniies, 
having  discharged  his  Otttiet  wiA  Ikithlulness  and 

success: 

Ordered,  Thai  the  TreMUer  pay  said  Smitli 
Eight  Pounds  for  Ms  Services. 

May  4th — The  Committee  having  undoubted 
evidence  that  Peter  S.  Van  Alstyne  and  Isaac  Van 
Der  Pool  are  the  Ringleaders  of  the  Conspiracy  at 
Kinderhook,  and  that  the  said  Van  Alstyne  and 
Van  Der  Pool  have  lately  headed  a  party  who  fired 
upon  and  wounded,  a  ceitain  Gose  Van  BeuVBD, 
who  had  in  his  custody  a  prisoner: 

Resohed,  Thereupon,  that  a  reward  of  one  hun- 
dred Dollars  shall  be  paid  by  this  Committee  to 
such  person  or  persons  who  shall  take  the  said  Van 
Alstyne,  or  Van  Der  Pool,  dead  or  alive. 

Resolved,  That  an  order  issue  to  the  Treasurer  to 
pay  unto  Edward  Davi^  or  order,  one  hundred 
dollars,  for  his  services  in  discovering  a  number  of 
Conspirators. 

May  19^— Abnun  YilBS  limving  received  fion 
the  Committee  of  this  Slate  the  sum  of  five  thoasMMl 
pounds: 


Resolved,  The  >iihr  be  paid  to  Gerrit 
jun',  the  Treasurer  to  this  Committee. 

June  3d— The  names  of  tiie  new  Committee 
Elected  were  announced. 

Resoki'd,  Tint  John  Barclay  be  appointed  Chair* 
man;  Matthew  Visscher,  .Secretary;  GeiTit Luuing^ 
Jun',  Treasurer;  James  Kidney,  Messenger,  and 
be  paid  6  per  day. 

Resolved,  That  the  Keepers  of  the  Gaols  in  this 
City  be  immediately  ordered  to  make  out  lists  of  the 
names  of  die  prisoners  confined  therein,  and  deliver 
the  Key-  o!"  the  siid  Gaols,  with  the  lists  aforesaid, 
to  Henry  J.  Wendell,  the  Sheriff  of  this  County. 

June  19th — Resohed,  That  the  public  records 
of  this  City  and  County  be  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  Leonard  Gansevoort,  Esq. 

Abraham  C.  Van  .\llen  having,  since  taking  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  declared  himsielf  a  subject  of  the 
King  of  Great  Britain;  dteiefore 

Rvsuhnl.  That  the  said  Abraham  C.  Van  Allen 
be  iinmcdiatel}  apprehended  and  put  in  Close 
Confinement. 

From  a  leUer  of  David  McCarthy  and  William 
Adamson,  it  appears  that  Coniadt  A  Ten  Eyck, 
after  taking'  'he  oath  of  .Mlcgianre,  Ii.ts  drank  Dam- 
nation to  the  Congress,  and  beat  and  abused  the 
wife  of  the  said  Adamson.  I'he  said  Ten  Eyck 
upon  his  appeannoe  confessed  the  same:  therefore 

Ru^im,  That  he  be  confined  ttlf  Monday 
nest. 

The  foregoing  are  given  as  specimens  of  the 
woric  that  largely  eng^ied  the  Committee;  fhNn 

one  to  a  score  of  such  disloyal  persons  being  ar* 
rested  and  brought  before  them  .ihnost  every  day. 

Colonel  Hay,  Deputy  Quarter  Master,  appeared 
before  this  Committee  and  informed  them  Uiat  the 
public  business  is  impeded  for  want  of  a  bellows  to 
carry  on  the  Black  Smith's  business,  and  suggested 
that  Harmcn  \  an  Der  /ee  had  one  he  seldom  or 
never  used. 

Resolved,  That  if  said  Van  Der  Zee  does  not 
comply  with  the  request  to  sell  the  same,  Colonel 
Hay  shall  seize  the  Bellows,  and  have  the  same 
apprised  by  two  inditl'erent  persons,  and  pay  such 
value  to  the  said  Van  Der  Zee. 

Owing  to  the  great  want  of  lead  and  the  scarcity 
of  the  same,  the  Committee  resorted  to  the  follow- 
ing as  one  source  of  supply: 

Ri  sohfJ,  That  Mr.  Isaac  D.  Fonda  be  requested 
to  attend  the  (,)uarter  Master  (ieiieral,  or  any  of  his 
Deputies,  in  taking  all  tin  '.ead  out  of  the  Cesh  Win- 
dows in  the  houses  in  and  about  this  City,  and  that 
he  use  all  the  Caution  in  his  power  to  prevent  any 
Damage  being  done  to  the  Window  CesbeS)  etc., 
etc. ,  by  the  means  aforesaid. 

July  30th — Danid  Campbell  and  John  Sanders, 
of  Schenectady,  were  uretted  for  renuing  to  take 
oontinentKl  money. 

Aagnst4th — Whereas,  The  appr.  ;u  h  of  the  Ene- 
my to  the  northward  has  caused  a  number  of  fiunilies 
mm  this  Cmtnty  to  move  into  this  Qty,  md  a 
number  having  .Nlilch  Cows  and  no  pastures  to  put 
in,  ami  it  being  suggested  lo  tiii!>  iioard  that 
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Edward  and  Ebcncxcr  Jessup  (who  are  gone  over  ) 
to  tbe  Enemy)  have  a  large  tract  of  paiture  land 
near  the  Gt^: 

Therefore,  The  said  families  are  herein  empow- 
ered to  put  tlieir  Cows  into  the  saiti  pasturage,  under 
the  inspection  of  Cornelius  Van  Deusen,  who  will  ; 
permit  families  of  eight  or  more  persons  to  put  in 
two  cows;  of  less  tnan  eight,  one  cow. 

Auiiust  ictli — RtsokcJ,  That  all  inhabitants  of 
this  State,  who  have  fled  to  this  City  fior  protection,  ' 
and  have  no  houses  to  put  tbdr  ramiues  in,  are 
hereby  empowered  to  use  such  empty  houses  in  : 
this  City  as  they  can  find.  • 

Messrs.  Jeremiah  Van  Rensselaer  and  Matthew  | 
\^isscher,  the  Committee  appointed  to  examine  tbe  , 
accounts  of  Gerrit  Lansing,  Jun',  Treasurer,  report,  ' 
That  he  lias  produteii  Kcceijits  for  the  Sum  >>f 
/"S, 658. 18.3  and  that  said  Treasurer  ought  lu  be 
discharged  therefrom.  , 

The  said  report  is  hereby  confirmed,  and  the  1 
nid  Treasurer  maj  retain  in  his  hands  the  sum  of  [ 
/95.11.3,  as  a  compensation  for  his  trouble. 

Adam  Helmer,  having,  at  the  riique  of  his  Ui^  i 
come  out  of  Fort  Schujrler  to  give  infonpatiop;  | 

Resok^  That  he  be  paid  ten  poondi  as  com-  , 
pensation.  I 

Colonel  Myndert  Roseboom  is  beteby  appointed 
to  provide  and  issue  provisions  to  such  Persons — 
Refugees — who  lare  not  able  to  support  tliemselves. 

August  14th — By  minutes  of  this  date,  it  ap- 
pears that  Leonard  Gansevoort  was  diiected  by  a 
resolution  of  tbe  ist  instant  to  proceed  to  KkigMon, 
and  there  deposit  the  Records  of  the  Citjr  sod  ' 
County  of  Albany. 

Rts^sed,  That  two  Companies  of  Rangers  be 

raised  and  jnit  under  command  of  Captains  Robert 
Wooiiworlh  and  (ieorije  Wliite,  to  quell  Robberies 
and  disloyalty  \n  different  parts  uf&sCoitnty,  die 
officers  to  receive  Continental  pay. 

August  2 1  St — Patroon's  Island  and  the  farm  of 
O  ninlandt  Schuyler,  deceased,  were  designated  as 
pasture  hind  for  cattle  of  refugees.  j 

August  27th-  The  house  of  James  Mather,  who  [ 
was  ordered  to  leave  the  ciQr»  and  take  his  &mily 
and  affects  with  him,  was  this  day  rented  to  Abra- 
ham Hloodgood,  a  pood  and  luwil  cili/cn. 

August  30th— John  Abbott  was  appointed  to 
keep  me  town  dock  in  rqaair. 

September  2d  RrsnheJ,  That  the  following 
persons,  with  their  families,  be  sent  to  the  tnemy 
in  case  General  Gates  should  approve  of  the 
measure.  [Mrs.  Abraham  C  Cuyler,  Henry 
Cuyier,  and  several  others  are  named.  J 

IVAercas,  The  Legi^Iati\c  Body  of  this  State  are 
ordered  to  Convene  at  Kingston,  and  a  Council  of 
appointment  will  be  chosen  br  ballot  from  the 

Senate  to  appoint  persons  to  fill  the  different  ci\il 
offices  in  this  State;  and  as  the  Council  may  not  be  1 
fully  accjuainted  with  capable  persons  in  the  ilifier- 
ent  parts  of  this  County  to  fill  the  different  offices; 

JtesohvJ,  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  Commit- 
tees of  llii-  different  Distrii  ts  to  consult  with  their 

Constituents,  and  inform  the  Council  of  the  names  1 


of  such  persons  as  they  think  most  suitable,  that  if 
they  meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  Coandl  tbejr 

ma\  be  appointed  accordingly. 

September  2 2d — A  letter  from  ficneral  dales 
states  that  he  expects  General  Burgoyne  will  speed- 
ily endeavor  to  come  to  Albany. 

September  2ytli  RcsohrJ.  That  Doctor  Mal- 
achi  Treat  be  empowered  to  take  into  his  possession 
the  house  of  Abfaham  C  Cuyier  for  the  Womded 
and  Sick  Officers. 

October  9th  he  w-as  authorized  to  use  any  un- 
tenanted houses  for  hospital  purposes. 

Captain  McAlpiiie  having  gone  over  to  the 
Enemy,  his  furniture,  farming  utensils  and  Cattle 
were  seized  and  sold  for  the  public  good. 

September  23 — Mrs.  Cuyler.  wife  of  AbFaham 
( '.  (  uyler,  former!\-  .Mayor  of  this  City,  applied  tat 
a  permit  to  move  to  New  York  City. 

Rtsthed,  That  said  permit  be  granted  on  con- 
dition  that'  she  f^ws  at  her  own  expense  and  dc 
livers  an  inventory,  uiuler  oath,  of  all  the  effects  she 
was  in  possession  of  at  the  time  her  and  husband 
went  over  to  the  Enemy,  and  where  such  effects 
can  be  found 

Resok'fJ,  'I'iiat  the  Kev^  .Sainuel  Swerttegcr 
be  liberated  from  confinement  upon  his  entering 
into  Bond  in  tfie  sum  of  I500  for  his  inture  good 

behavior. 

November  Otb —  Whereas,  This  Committee  stands 
indebted  to  mxaj  peisons  who  are  in  great  Distress 
for  want  of  the  nooqr,  and  as  tbe  State  Treasujr  is 
in  a  low  state: 

Rcsoktti,  That  application  be  made  to  the  Com- 
missioners for  Sequestering  the  Assetts  of  Persons 
gone  over  to  the  enemy  m  the  Middle  IXstrict  of 

this  County,  for  the  said  sum  of/'i.Cicr. 

Resobed,  That  Philip  Van  Rensselaer,  Esq.,  be 
requested  to  replace  the  Lead  taken  from  the  win- 
dows of  the  different  hou.ses  in  and  about  this  City. 

Ri.^ohal,  That  one  hundred  Dollar^-  be  paid 
unto  Major  Ezdiiel  Taylor  for  apprehending  one 
Jacob  Miller. 

Rfsvkfil,  That  such  persons  who  require  it> 
sjjcak  with  any  of  the  prisoners  Confined  in  Gaol, 
be  permitted  to  do  so  through  the  hole  in  the  Door, 
in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  the  Gaolers,  and 
that  the  Gaoler  be  allowed  by  the  person  desiring  t<  > 
Speak  aforesaid,  \  aj>  compensation  for  his  trouble. 

November  19th — Rtsohed,  That  a  list  be  made 
of  the  well  affected  persons  in  this  District,  and  that 
said  list  be  sent  to  Beter  R.  Livingston,  with  re- 
quest to  deliver  to  the  order  of  the  Chairman  of  this 
District  a  quantity  of  salt,  not  exceeding  two  quarts 
per  Head. 

Fay  roU  of  Captain  William  Winne's  Company 
was  laid  before  this  board,  amounting  to  ^^20. 1 7.  - 
6  J.  which  is  allowed  and  ordered  to  be  paid  for 
services  performed  in  apprehending  a  number  of 
disaffected  persons. 

November  S9tb— Harmanos  Ten  Ejrck  brought 
in  a  charge  of  2*3  loi.  for  frdght  on  an  lion  Stove 
>ent  to  Fish  Kill  for  the  use  of  the CottVCntiOQ  of 
ibis  biate.    Ordered  to  be  paid. 
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December  7tb~Jeretniah  Vincent  having  some 
time  «go  received  from  this  Committee  the  sum  of 
tan  poimds  to  perrorm  certain  aecret  eervkea,  in- 
ilead  of  doing  which  he  went  over  to  the  Enemy: 

Rmbmi^  That  one  of  tlw  two  Com  left  on  the  fiurm 
of  said  lucent  be  sold  and  a  retnrn  made  of  the 

said  ten  pounds,  and  a  return  made  of  the  over- 
plus to  the  wife  of  the  said  Vincent,  and  that  this 
Committee  dspoeeof  Ae  other  cow. 

December  1 5th — Rrsohrd,  That  William  Clilli- 
land  be  rcinandcd  to  prison,  as  proof  has  this  day 
been  made  before  tliis  Board  of  his  filltber  Inimical 
Conduct  to  the  United  States. 

1778— Election  of  New  Coniniittee  was  held 
throughout  the  County  of  Albany,  January  2,  1778. 

Januar)'  6th — It  appearing  to  this  Committee 
that  Daniel  Daxid  and  David  Gibson,  under  tiie 
sanction  of  power  given  them  by  the  Committee 
of  Sequestration,  have  taken  (n  their  nwn  use,  not 
only  the  property  of  Persons  gone  over  to  the  En- 
emy, but  aim  sad)  penoos  as  reside  amongst  us; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  the  said  David  Gibson  and 
Daniel  David  be  apprelicnded  and  put  in  Close 
Confinement,  unless  they  find  sufiicient  surety  for 
dieir  appearance  before  any  Court  of  Jurisdiction  to 
answer  said  Complaint 

The  following  Officers  are  hereby  appointed  to 
serve  the  New  Committee,  just  elected  :  John  Har- 
cU/,  Chairman ;  John  M.  Beeckman,  Deputy 
Chairman ;  Matthew  Visscher,  Secretary ;  Jacob 
Kidney,  Waiter. 

In  regard  to  holding  a  New  Election  in  the  Dis- 
trict of  Cambridge,  The  Committee  are  of  opin- 
ion that  a  new  Election  be  held,  and  will  appoint  a 
day  for  that  purpose.  In  resjMCt  to  Ae  Disciimina- 
tion  of  siK  h  as  are  entitled  to  vote,  this  Cf>mmittee 
would  rather  submit  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  that 
District ;  at  the  feme  time  they  are  of  opinion  that 
many  persons  went  over  to  the  Enemy  tluough  fear, 
some  ttiRKigh  the  persuasioR  of  artral  and  design- 
ing jxjrsons,  others  through  the  allurements  of  gain 
and  the  prospect  of  seeing  their  oppressed  country 
in  the  hands  of  its  base  Invaders.  However,  such 
conduct,  be  their  motives  what  they  may,  it  is  a  j 
conduct  that  sritl  ever  be  held  hi  detestation  by 
ever)'  man  that  is  fired  with  the  love  of  T  ib*  rtv  or 
attachment  to  his  injured  Country.  Notwithsiaiuling 
the  most  vigorous  efforts  of  those  wretches,  many  of 
whom  haveplunged  Their  Daggers  in  the  breasts  of 
many  of  Indr  Bosom  friend^  we  would  remind 
our  Countrymen  that  the  God  of  Justice  has  de- 
clared Victory  in  our  favor  and  put  many  of  our 
l.nt  niies  in  our  Power.  The  Brave  arc  ever  Hu- 
mane. Let  us  now  Convince  our  Enemies  that  we 
seelt  not  to  spill  their  blood,  and  that  we  fight  only 
for  diat  Libert)-  which  God  hath  conferred  upon  us. 
T>et  OS  now  cxerciso  Mercy  (one  of  the  Attributes 
of  Heaven),  as  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  good 
or  safety  of  our  Country,  and  by  acts  of  Clemency 
forgive  our  offending  Brethren,  provided  th^  show 
Signs  of  Contrition  for  their  past  offenses  and  prom- 
ise of  amendment  in  future.     Those  who  have 


taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  peijtmd  them- 
selves^ or  such  as  liave  seduced  others  from  their 
allegiance  to  the  Slate,  we  are  of  opinion  ought 

not  to  interfere  in  our  Elections. 

January  7ih — Resolved,  That  a  subscription  be 
set  on  foot  for  Ae  use  ofthe  Ruined  Setdeisof  onr 
Frontiers. 

January  15th — ^The  Committee  appointed  in  the 
Second  \Vani  delivered  to  the  Chairman  /"97.  14. 
8,  beins;  the  Collection  made  in  that  Ward  for  the 
use  of  me  poor. 

February  19th  -The  military  authorities  having 
authority  to  impress  Teams  and  .Sleighs  wherever 
found,  when  thqr  would  not  hire  volunUrily  for 
that  purpose^  the  Isimers  of  the  Surrounding  Gaun- 
try feared  to  come  to  the  Gty,  with  Wood  and  otiier 
Supplies;  therefore 

Resohrd,  That  no  sleighs  or  horses  by  which 
/ire  wood  and  other  necessaries  are  brought  to  this 
City  shall  be  seized  or  impressed  in  coming  to  or 
going  from  said  Ci^. 

March  i6th — Moses  R.  Van  Vrankcn  confessed 
that  he  had  bought  Butter  for  one  shilling  per 
pound  in  Specie,  and  Sold  it  for  6.  8.  in  Conti- 
nental Currency,  for  which  he  was  deemed  to  be 
dangerous  to  the  Sttte,  and  put  in  conHnement 
till  further  orders. 

March  18th — Remembrance  Smith  C  omplained 
to  the  Board  that  he  had  been  fined  ^^50  for  selling 
about  two  gallons  of  Rum  Without  License. 

March  24th — Resolved,  That  it  is  the  opinion  of 
this  Board  that  ^"3  per  barrel  for  tar,  dcliverc<i  at 
Albany,  is  reasonable^  when  the  persons  making 
the  same  are  excused  fiom  Military  Duty. 

The  last  entry  in  that  part  of  the  Journal  of  the 
Committee  that  has  been  preserved,  is  under  date 
of  June  lo,  1778,  as  follows: 

Jleso6)tdf  That  Gerrit  Lansing,  Jun',  John  J. 
Bleedter,  and  Stewart  Dean,  or  any  two  of  mem,  be 
and  they  are  hereby  appointed  a  Committee  to  ez* 
amine  and  audit  the  Accounts  of  this  Board,  and 
that  they  be  allowed  each  20  per  day,  while  in  ac- 
tual service^  for  their  trouble  and  expense;  and  it  is 
further 

Rt-sohcii,  That  the  said  Committee  enter  upon 
this  necessary  business  with  all  dispatch,  and  that, 
immediately  on  the  Gompletian  tliereof^  tiiey  Re- 
port to  tins  Bfiard. 

COLONIAL,    PROVINCIAL  AND  CONTI- 
NENl'AL  ASSEMBUE& 

We  deem  it  appropriate  to  diis  history  to  give 
the  names  of  the  ollicers  in  these  assemblies,  of 
whatever  class,  that  represented  Albany  Coun^,  and 
some  of  die  local  tiansacdaos  in  connection  with 
them. 

COlJOmAL  C0MVIU1ICI& 

The  first  movement  in  New  ■^*orl;  State,  looking 
toward  the  union  of  the  co]otiic>  ai;ainst  the  ag- 
gressions of  the  Crown,  was  made  by  the  New  York 
Assembly,  October  17,  1764.  It  sidopted  resolu- 
tions approving  the  resolutions  of  the  New  Yotk 
City  merchants  relative  to  the  oppressive  len:ish- 
tion  of  Parliament,  and  directed  that  a  memunal  be 
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Ibrwaided  to  the  Court  of  Great  Britain,  MBoming 
the  eipeiMe  of  urging  it  upon  the  home  govem- 

mfint.  A  committee  of  six  wus  appointed  to  lake 
the  matter  in  ciiarge,  of  which  Philip  Livingston,  of 
Albany,  was  Chairman. 

In  1690,  1754  and  1765,  Colonial  Conferences 
were  held  Ine  Conference  of  1765  was  called  to 
meet  in  the  City  of  New  York  on  the  first  Tues- 
day of  October  then  next,  to  consult  together  on 
the  present  circunistuncos  of  the  colonies,  and  the 
difficulties  to  which  they  are  and  must  be  reduced 
by  the  operation  of  tfie  Acts  of  Farliament  for  levy- 
ing duties  on  the  colonics.  Massachusetts,  Con- 
necticut, Rhode  Island,  New  York,  New  Jersey, 
Pennsylvania,  Delaware  and  Soudi  OuoUna  were 
represented. 

The  Conference  adopted  a  petition  to  the  King, 
prepared  by  Philip  Livingston  ;  another  to  Par- 
liament, by  James  Otis;  and  also  published  a 
"  Declaration  of  Rights  and  Grievances,"  claiming 
the  right  of  taxation  themselves,  the  right  of 
trial  by  jury,  and  the  right  of  petition,  by  John 
Cruger. 

Albany  was  represented  in  this  Conference  by 
Philip  LiviagatoD. 

THB  nomcciAi*  oosnmnos. 

In  March.  1775,  several  counties  in  the 
province  of  New  York  elected  deputies  to  a  Pro- 
vincial Convention,  to  be  held  in  the  of  New 
York  on  the  soth  of  April,  1775,  for  the  puipooe 
of  diooauig  delates  to  reproent  Ae  colony  in  a 
Continental  Congress.  This  Convention  met  at 
the  Exchange,  in  New  York  City,  on  the  day 
appointed.  Albany  was  represented  in  tiiis  Con- 
vention by  Peter  K.  Livingston,  Walter  LivingMon, 
Philip  Schnyler,  Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Abraham 
Yates,  Jr.  Philip  I.ivinq;stnn,  of  Albany,  was  Pres- 
ident. I'his  Convention  elected  delegates  to  the 
Continental  Congress,  to  concert  and  determine 
upon  such  measoies  as  shall  be  judged  most  effec- 
tnal  for  the  presenratiao  of  American  li^ila  and 
privilcigeft 

STATE  OR  PROVIN'CUL  OOKGRISSIS. 

These  bodies  were  what  the  AasemUy  subse- 
quently became,  the  nembera  bdng  elected  in  the 

same  manner.  There  were  four  of  these  Con- 
gresses. The  first  began  in  New  York.  May  22, 
1775,  ^"'^  ''^^  three  sessions.  May,  July  and 
October.  The  last  session  adjourned  November 
4ti«. 

The  Second  Cont^ress  hepan  November  14, 
1775,  and  adjourned  sine  <iif,  M.i\'  13,  1776. 

The  Third  Congress  convened  .M.iy  14,  1776, 
and  adjourned  sine  ditf  June  30,  1 776. 

The  Fourth  Congresa  convened  July  9,  1776, 
and  adjourned  ywc       May  13,  1777. 

The  Delegates  to  tliesc  Congresses  from  Albany 
were  : 

Fu'st  Qutpess. — Robert  Yates,  Abraham  Yates, 
Volkert  P.  Douw,  Jacob  Cuyler,  Peter  Silvester, 

Dirck  Swart,  Walter  Livingston,  Robert  Van 
Rens:ieiacr,  Henry  Glen,  Abraham  Ten  Broeck, 
Pkaads  NicolL 


StMid  Gwi^rm.— Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Abn>- 
ham  Yates,  Jacob  Cuyler,  Francis  Nic(dl,  Robert 

Yates,  Henrj'Glcn,  Peter  Silvester,  Peter  R.  Living- 
ston, John  James  lileecker,  Leonard  Gansevoort, 
Henry  Oothoudt,  Robert  Van  Rensselaer. 

Third  Congress;. — Abraham  Ten  Broeck,  Abra- 
ham Yates,   Leonard  GanscvcKjrt,   John  Tayler, 
Mathew  AJgatc,  John  J.  Bleccker,  Peter  R.  Liv- 
ingston, Christopher  Yates,  John  Ten  Broeck, 
Henry  Glen,  Fhmcis  IlicolL 

/b»r/A  Gw(J»»S^. —  Abraham  Yates.  Jr.,  Robeit 
Yates,  Robert  Van  Rensselaer,  Matthew  Adgate, 
J'ohn  Tayler,  John  Ten  Broeck,  Abraham  Ten 
Broeck,  John  James  Bleecker,  Jacob  Cuyler, 
Leonard  Gonesvooit,  Pate  R.  UvingatoD. 

CONmnMTAL  OOMOIMBt 

The  Ddegates  from  Albany  County  were!  ScssioQ, 

April  20,  1775,  Philip  Schuyler;  Session,  April  13, 
1777,  Philip  Livingston,  Philip  Schuyler;  Session, 
March  25,  1778,  Philip  Schuyler;  Session,  October 
16,  1778,  Philip  Schuyler;  Session,  October  18, 
1779,  Philip  Schuyler;  Session,  September  is,  1780, 
Philip  Schuyler;  Session,  October  26,  1781,  Philip 
Schuyler;  Scs.sion,  February  3,  1784,  John  Lan- 
sing, Jr.,  Walter  Livingston;  Session,  October  a6, 
1784,  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  Walter  Livingston;  Se»> 
sion,  Mareh  29,  1785,  Pfeier  W.  Yates;  Session, 
Fehruarj-  27,  1786,  Peter  W.  Yates;  Session,  Jan- 
uary 26,  1787,  John  Lansing,  Jr.,  Peter  W.  Yates, 
Abraham  Yates,  Jr.;  Session,  February  2,  1788, 
Abraliam  Yates,  Jr.,  Leonard  Gansevooit;  Session, 
January  30,  1 78S,  Abialiam  Yates^  Jr. 

OOWVKWTTOM  TO  fOKM  THE  COWBinilTIUII. 

The  Convention  to  form  a  Federal  Conatitntioii 

met  May  14,  1787.  It  was  composed  of  ddnatas 
from  all  the  States,  with  the  exception  of  Rnode 
Island.  Its  proceedings  were  secret,  but  an  ac- 
count of  them  was  afteirwards  drawn  up  irom  Mr. 
Madison's  notes.  Geoige  Wsshmgton  was  Preai- 
dent.  At  hist  a  constitution  was  agreed  uf)on,  but 
only  39  of  the  55  delegates  signed  it.  On  Sep- 
tember 17,  1787,  the  new  constitution  was  tran^ 
mitted  to  Congress,  and  bv  it  referred  to  Conven* 
tions  of  the  several  States  tor  adoption  or  rejection. 

On  June  17,  17^^,  a  Constitutional  Convention, 
called  for  the  purf)08e  of  deliberating  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution,  assembled  at 
Poughkeepeie.  It  was  one  of  the  most  importaiit 
bodies  tiiat  ever  met  in  this  State;  Geoin  uinton. 
Governor  of  the  State,  was  elected  IVeiident  The 
delegates  from  Albany  were  John  Lansing.  Jr., 
Henr)'  Oothoudt,  Dirck  Swart,  Anthony  Ten  Eyck, 
Israel  Thompson,  PeteVrooman,  Robert  Yates. 
The  adoption  of  die  Gonatitntion  was  violently  op- 
posed, and  the  Con\  cn;inn  v\  is  a  scene  of  animated 
and  at  times  angry  discussioiu  But  on  July  26th, 
the  Convention  adopted  and  ratified  the  Constitu- 
tion by  a  vote  of  30  to  ay,  seven  memben  of  the 
Convention  not  voting.  The  following  membera 
from  Albany  voted  against  it :  John  Lansing.  Jr. , 
Henry  Oothoudt,  Israel  Thompson,  Robert  Yates. 
The  otlier  memlMn  from  AlMny  did  not  vote. 
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Governor  Clinton,  President  of  fheCbnvention,  was 

also  opposod  to  the  Con?.titiiti<m. 

The  intelligence  of  llie  adaption  of  the  Constitu- 
tion was  received  with  great  rejoicing  \\\  the  pei 
at  Albany,  and  by  a  vote  of  the  Common  Council 
it  ms  nnuiimoasly  resolved  to  celebrate  the  event 
in  an  appropriate  manner.  The  8th  <iay  ofAut^iist 
was  set  apart  for  the  occasion.  Every  trade  and 
profession  united  in  the  jubilee,  forming  an  im- 
posing procession.  A  description  of  the  procession 
and  me  proceedings  occupied  two  pages  of  the 
A/'xirty  GiiZ'-f/r  of  August  2^ih.  It  was  in  charge 
of  James  Farley,  Marshal,  and  moved  through 
Watervliet,  Market  (now  Broadway),  to  tde  Fed- 
eral fiower,  a  commodious  building  prepared  for 
the  occasion,  standing  on  the  Hignts  west  of 
Fort  Frederick,  ami  commanding  an  extended  \'icw 
of  the  city.  riic  edifice  w.is  154  feet  long,  44 
feet  wide,  and  raised  on  four  rows  of  pillars  lifieen 
feet  in  bight,  close  wreathed  with  foliage.  Eleven 
arches  were  built  in  fiont  Above  the  aichci,  em- 
bowered in  festoons  of  foliage,  were  white  oval  mc- 
dallion.s,  with  the  names  of  a  ratifying  State  on 
each.  In  this  beautiful  structure  the  dinner  took 
placet  This  over,  the  procession  re-formed  and 
moved  down  State  Street  to  Pearl,  to  Cblnmbia,  to 
North  ^Tarket,  to  Court  Street-s,  and  into  a  large 
held  soutli  of  old  Fort  Orange,  where  it  was  dis- 
missed, by  the  marching  sway,  at  intervals,  of  the 
respective  divisions, 
when  the  procession  reached  Green  Street,  a 
'  purtv  of  oppfin<?nts  to  the  Constitution  made  an 

attat  k  upon  it,  and  a  skirmish  ensued.  They  had 
procured  a  loaded  cannon  and  brought  it  to  bear 
upon  the  procession.  One  of  the  assailants  was  in 
the  act  of  discharging  it,  when  Jonathan  Kidney 
sprang  from  the  procession  and  succeeded  in  spik- 
ing the  gun.  A  company  of  cavalry  in  the  proces- 
I  sion  then  cbaifed  tipoa  the  assailants  and  dispersed 

I  them. 

There  were  several  outbreaks  in  the  city  growing 
out  of  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Constitution, 
1  among  which  w  is  a  general  mf/ec  in  State  Street, 

t  Among  the  cuniliatanls  were  some  of  llic  most  em- 

,  inentmen  of  the  times;  canes,  clubs,  and  cobble- 

r  Stones  were  used  with  great  freedom,  and  many 

,  penons  were  mon  or  Ims  injoied,  but  fisttunately 

none  fatally. 


THE  WAR  OF  1812. 

This  war  lrisl>ecn  called  the  Second  War  with 
Great  Britain,  the  I^st  War  with  CJreat  Britain,  and 
the  Second  War  for  hulependeiice.  It  is  usually 
denominated  as  written  at  the  heading.  It  was 
formally  declared  June  19,  1813,  and  closed  with  a 
treaty  fif  peace,  signed  at  Chent  December  24, 1 8 1 4. 
The  brilliant  battle  of  New  Orleans,  fought  under 
Andrew  Jackson,  Januar)'  8,  181 5,  occurred  after 
the  treaty  was  made.  It  was  not  a  day  of  cable- 
grams^ and  the  news  of  peace  did  not  reach  this 
county  ttntil  February  i  atn. 

The  English  government  was  not  satisfied  with 
the  issues  of  the  revolutionary  war;  and  was  dis- 
posed to  make  encroachments  upon  what  were 


deemed  national  rights.    Among  other  thhugs  it 

claimed  the  right  to  board  and  searcli  .\merican 
vessels  for  deserting  British  soldiers  and  sailors. 
This  claim  was  exercised  in  a  manner  so  obnoxious, 
as  to  call  for  most  decided  remonstrance  from  our 
Government  Continaed  abases  of  this  kind  led 
to  nyx^n  war. 

The  public  feeling  in  regard  to  the  e.xpediency 
of  this  war  was  far  from  unanimous.  Indeed, 
those  who  took  opposite  sides  in  the  matter  were 
very  bitier  towards  each  other.  No  sndi  bitter- 
ness  prf)hably  has  existed  in  regard  to  any  other 
political  question,  unless  it  be  that  of  .slavery, 
since  the  days  of  the  Revolution  of  1776.  l"he 
Democrats,  as  a  party,  fiivored  the  war;  the  Fed- 
eralists opposed  it,  mostly  for  commercial  reasons. 
They  were  called  the  war  party  and  the  pence  party. 
Both,  no  doubt,  were  influenced  by  honest  love  of 
country. 

I  he  Albany  press  was  divided — Solomon  South- 
wick  conducting  the  Democratic  paper,  called  the 

Albany  Jtegisler,  and  Charles  R.Webster,  the  Fed- 
eralist paper,  called  the  Alfkinv  Gazelk:  It  is  stated 
that,  as  an  exhibit:i>n  of  party  feeling,  the  office  of 
the  Gimite  was  threatened  with  destruction  by  the 
more  violent  and  ignorant  democracy  of  that  day. 
The  public  were  notified  by  the  Gazttle  that  every 
man  connected  with  that  office  was  armed  against 
any  mob,  and  ready  for  resisting  attack  at  any 
moment  No  attack  was  made,  fiut  many  a  war 
of  bitter  wwds  was  fought  at  street  comers  and  in 
public  places,  sometimes  resulting  in  blows.  The 
skirmish  on  State  street,  April  21,  1807,  when  tiie 
war  controversy  was  raging,  between  those  two 
eminent  citizens,  Governor  John  Tayler,  Democrat, 
and  General  .Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  Federalist, 
shows  something  of  the  spirit  of  parties  before  and 
during  this  war.  The  trial  th.it  followed  was  pub- 
lished in  a  pamphlet,  and  is  mentioned  in  Munsell's 
edition  of  Worth's  "Random  Recollections." 

We  are  sorry  to  be  able  to  give  so  little  ezplidt 
information  concerning  the  militaiT  transactions  in 
Albany  C"ounly  during  this  war.  Our  examination 
ut  the  newspapers  of  the  time  gives  little  help; 
and  the  Adjutant-General's  office  does  not  con- 
tribute anything  in  regard  to  the  formation  and 
officering  of  companies  and  regiments  for  service. 
This  explains  the  fragmentary  condition  of  this 
article 

It  is  quite  certain  that  Albany  County  was  deeply 

interested  in  this  war,  and  furnished  many  officers 
and  men.  We  insert  here  an  alphabetical  list,  taken 
from  till-  "Index  of  .\wards  on  Claims  of  the 
Soldiers  of  the  War  of  1 81 2,  as  audited  and  allowed 
by  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector^Genend^"  pursuant 
to  the  Slate  Laws  of  1859,  Chapter  176,  in  the 
hope  that  it  may  lead  some  of  their  descendants 
to  give  us  reliable  information  in  regard  In  their 
services.  I'his  is  supposed  to  contain  the  names 
of  most  of  the  militm  from  .Albany  County  who 
enlisted  in  this  war. 

Orrin  Abbott,  Albany;  John  Adams,  Jr.,  Bethle- 
hem; Jose[)h  Arkii  s  Htjthlihcin ;  Michael  Artcher, 
Albany;  Chester  Atherton,  Albany;  Ammiel  fiar- 
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nard,  Albany;  Asabel  S.  Beens,  Albttqp;  Orange 
Seemu),  Beme;  Michael  fieUe,  Berne;  Heiuy 
Benn,  Ransdaervine;  Geoige  Benn,  RenaidMr* 

ville;  Daniel  J.  Beyca,  Jerusalem:  Harmanoi 
Blcecker,  Jr.,  Albany;  Nicholas  Bleeckcr,  Jr., 
Albany;  Adam  Blessing,  Guilderland;  Garritt  H. 
Bloomingdale,  Albany;  Henry  Bunzer,  Knox; 
Matthew  Boom,  by  widow,  Albany;  William 
Bunzey,  Knox;  Cornelius  Bounds,  Albany;  Joseph 
Bradley,  Borne;  Adrian  Bradt,  Albany;  Henry  P. 
Bradt,  New  Scotland;  John  C.  Bradt,  Albany; 
Salvo  Brintnall,  Albany:  John  Boasy,  Albany; 
Asa  Brown,  Jertiaalem;  Rksianl  BrovDell,  Berne; 
Sten-art  Bull,  Coeymans;  Abraham  Balson,  Albany; 
Calvin  Butler,  Albany;  Henry  Cacknard,  Coey- 
mans; Daniel  Carhart,  Coeymans;  John  Carr, 
Coeymans:  Henry  Carroll,  Berne:  I^niel  P.  Clark, 
Albany;  William  Campbell,  Water^iet;  Heniy 
Chadwick,  Walcnliet;  Kli.sha  Clieesebro,  Guilder- 
land;  Jeremiah  Clute,  Albany;  David  Cole,  Watcr- 
vliel;  Peter  Colburn,  Albany;  James  Cole,  Ctilioes; 
John  Cole,  Soatb  Jerasalem;  Peler  M.  Conger, 
watervliet;  WilUam   Cnmdall,  Renasdaenille; 

Edward  P.  Crary,  Knox;  Frederick  J.  Crounse, 
(iuiliicrlaml;  Philip  Dcl'orest,  Albany;  James  W. 
Dubois,  \\'cst  Troy;  Martin  F.asterlj,  Albany; 
Ebeneser  S.  Edgerton,  Albany;  Peter  V.  B,  £1- 
mendorC  New  Scotland;  Efhd  Enoa^  Watervliet; 

C.  Ertzl)crgcr,  Albany;  Ralph  Farnham,  Albany; 
Richard  Filkins,  Berne;  Thomas  Fish,  Albany; 
William  Forby,  Albany;  John  Fraligh,  Wcsterlo; 
Chriatopher  Frederick,  Guilderland;  Luther  Fris- 
bie,  Albany;  William  Fuhr,  Albany;  John  J. 
Fulton,  Albany;  Joseph  Gallup,  Knox;  Abiel 
Gardner,  Wcsterlo;  Thomas  S.  Gillet,  Albany; 
Nathan  B.  Gleason,  West  Troy;  Jonathan  G*)ld- 
waite,  Albany;  Daniel  Green,  Coeymans;  Isaac  F. 
Groesbeck,  Albany;  Abraham  Hagaman,  Albany; 
Oliver  Hastings,  Watervliet:  Aaron  Hawley,  Beth- 
lehem; George  Hawley,  Albany;  Ezra  Haynes, 
Watervliet;  Charles  Hazleton,  Jerusalem;  Jesse 
Uelligus,  Berne;  Josiali  Hinckley,  Jr.,  Wesierlo; 
Isaac  Hitchcock,  West  Troy;  William  Holdridge, 
Rcnsselaerville;  Elias  Holmes,  Coc}Tnans;  John 

D.  Houghtaling,  Albany;  Reuben  Hungerford, 
Berne;  Walter  Huyck,  Westcrlu;  FJisha  Ingraham, 
Beme;  Moses  jay,  Albany;  James  Johnson,  Water- 
vliet; John  Johnson,  Albany;  Daniel  Jochlin,  Beme, 
Albany  County;  Daniel  Jcslin,  Bonie;  Sylvanus 
Kelley,  Albany;  John  lamoreux,  Alluiny;  Nicho- 
las I.  Lampman,  Albany;  Henry  Lasec,  Water- 
vliet; W'Uliam  latta.  New  Scotland;  Daniel  D. 
Lawyer,  Albany;  Jacob  Lewis,  Albany;  Aaron 
Livingston,  Albany;  Jacob  Loatwall,  Albany; 
Charles  Low,  Albany;  Jeremiah  Luther,  Albany; 
Robert  McGill,  New  Scotland;  Daniel  Mcintosh, 
Albany;  John  McMicken,  Albany;  Abraham  Mar- 
tin, Albany;  Derrick  Martin,  Berne;  Jacob  Martin, 
New  Scotland;  Henry  T.  Mesick,  Albany;  Thomas 
Mitchel,  Albany;  Moses  Mowers,  Jerusalem;  Will- 
iam Muir,  Albany;  John  Myers,  Albany;  John 
Newbury,  Wcsterlo;  Benjamin  Northrop,  Albany; 
NicbohsOsterhout,  lieme;  Peter Osterhout,  Albany; 
Henry  Ostrander,  Jr.,  Guilderland;  Henry  Pad- 
dock, Albany;  Aaron  Palmer,  Albany;  David  D. 


Palmer,  Berne;  Stephenson  Palmer,  Beme;  AnthoBf 
FlMigbom,  Bethlehem;  John  Flaiker,  Bethlehem; 
Robert  Fatten,  Albany;  John  Pfer,  id,  Beme;  Jacob 

Place,  Albany;  Jonas  D.  Piatt,  Albany;  John 
Pruyn,  Albany;  Adam  Relyea,  Guilderland;  Simon 
Relyea,  Albany;  William  Rhinchart,  Beme;  Jesse 
£.  Roberts*  Watervliet;  James  Robinson,  Albany; 
John  L  Scberaierboni,  Berae;  Hemyl.  Scfaooa- 
maker,  Bethlehem;  Courtland  Schu\!cr.  Albany; 
Jacob  Scott,  Albany;  John  Scovell,  \Saicrvliet; 
William  Scrafford,  Bethlehem ;  Abraham  Severson, 
Albany;  John  N.  SevenoD,  Guilderland;  William 
Seymour,  Albany;  Isrsfll  Shadbol^  West  Troy; 
John  F.  Shafer,  Coeymans;  Jacob  Sharp,  Albany; 
Peter  Shafer,  Guilderland;  John  Shouts,  Albany; 
Stephen  Simpson,  Watervliet;  John  Skinkle,  Al- 
bany; James  Sloan,  Beme;  James  Sloan,  West 
Troy;  William  J.  Smith,  Albany;  Peter  H.  Snyder, 
Albanr,  John  Spoor,  Albany;  Lewis  Stiman,  Beth- 
lehem; John  Stenkle,  Albany;  Cjtus  Stone,  Wcs- 
terlo; John  Stone,  Albany;  George  W.  Swartwou^ 
Westerlo;  Peter  Ten  Eyck,  Albany;  Francis  R 
Thompson,  Albany;  Thomas  Tibm.  Renssdacr- 
ville;  William  Truax.  Heme;  John  'I'urk,  Coe\Tnans; 
Conrad  Turner,  Jerusalem;  David  Turner,  Water- 
vliet; Henry  Turner,  Albany;  Jacob  Tumer,  West 
Troy;  John  Uran.  West  Troy;  Cornelius  Van 
Aiken,  Kcnsselaerville;  John  Van  Antwerp.  Albany; 
Garret  I.  Vanderbcrg,  Albany;  Garret  VamlerfH'  il, 
Bethlehem;  Cornelius  V'an  Derzee,  Guildcri.md: 
Peler  Van  Olinda,  Albany;  Cornelius  W.  Vcdder, 
Albany;  Ebenezer  C  Warren,  Albany;  Samuel 
Warner,  New  Scothnd;  Joseph  Wenkn,  Water- 
vliet: JatMb  White.  Albany;  John  Wilda,  Bcmc; 
llezekiah  Wilks.  Hetlikheni;  Benjamin  Williams^ 
Knox;  Henry  Williams,  Knox:  Chnstiw  Willmoi^ 
Berne;  Geofge  Wilson,  Wert  Troy. 

The  war  was  largely  fought  at  our  own  doors. 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  knovKn  as  the  "  Old  Pa- 
troon,  a  Federalist,  but  a  firm  patriot  and  of  reso-. 
lute  bravery  and  neat  wealth,  was  appointed 
Genera]  of  the  Volimtieer  MilitM,  by  Goweraor 
Tompkins.  He  proceeded,  in  the  autumn  if  i8lJ, 
as  ordered,  to  the  invasion  of  Canada  on  the 
Niagara  frontier.  A  strong  force  of  British  troops 
was  posted,  under  General  Brcck,  on  Queenstown 
Hights,  ofi^KMnte  Lewistown.  A  great  batde  was 
fought  here,  October,  13,  181 2.  The  fin-t  attack 
was  made  by  Colonel  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer, 
with  225  men,  in  the  morning  of  that  day.  Bravely 
advancing.  Colonel  Van  Rensselaer  was  severely 
wounded  at  the  outset  Captain  Jolm  E.  Wool, 
afterwards  General  Wool,  of  West  Trr>\  Arsenal, 
pressed  on  as  leader,  and  gained  tlie  1  lights  by  a 
vigorous  assault  of  the  battery.  The  British  were 
repulsed,  and  the  brave  General  Brock  was  killed 
in  attempting  to  retake  the  battery.  All  ttie  effsftt 
of  General  Van  Rensselaer  to  brinp;  reinforcements 
across  the  river  were  resisted  by  a  majority  of  his 
troops,  who  pleaded  that  this  was  not  a  war  of  inva- 
sion. About  a  thousand,  many  .of  them  raw  and 
nndiadplined,  went  over,  and  were  badly  cut  up  or 
taken  prisoners.  The  General,  disgusted  by  such 
cowardice,  and  by  the  inefficiency  of  the  service 
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everywhere,  resigned  his  conunand  October  44, 
1 81  a,  and  returned  to  Albany. 

Among  the  discouragements  of  thb  fint  year  of 
the  war,  was  the  surrender  of  General  Hull,  at 
Detroit,  August  ylh.  He  was  tried  by  court  mar- 
tial at  Albany,  in  1814,  and  convicted  uf  cow- 
ardice, and  sentenced  to  be  bung;  but  was  par- 
doned on  account  of  former  valiant  aervioes  in  the 
Revolution,  and  from  a  conviction  that  his  sur- 
render was  more  the  result  of  o\ L-r-cstimating  the 
force  of  tlic  enemy,  and  a  luimatic  desire  to  save 
his  men  from  threatened  Indian  butchery,  than  of 
cowardiccii 

There  were  many  battles  fought  along  the  north- 
em  frontier  through  the  war,  some  of  them  over 
the  Canada  borders.  It  seemed  to  be  a  leading 
purpose  oftlic  (iovernmcrit  then  in  power  to  sub- 
ject Canada,  as  well  as  to  defend  our  northern 
lakes  from  the  invaders.  Much  service  was  done, 
much  blood  shed.  The  full  record  would  tell  of 
much  daring  bravery  and  noble  patriotism.  W  e 
have  reason  to  believe  tiiat  Albany  County  soldiers 
were  in  most  of  these  engagements.  Among  them, 
besides  that  of  Quecnstown,  were  the  battle  of  Og- 
densburgh,  February  22,  1813;  the  capture  of 
York,  now  Toronto,  April  Jjth;  capture  of  F.iri 
Ceorge,  May  27th;  battle  at  Sackcu's  Harbor, 
May  29th;  battle  at  Stony  Creek,  June  6th;  naval 
battle  of  lake  Erie,  under  Commodore  Perry,  Sep- 
tember loth:  battle  on  the  Thames,  October  5  th; 
battle  of  St.  Ku-is.  October  2  ^d;  battle  of  Chrysler's 
Farm,  November  mh;  burning  of  Newark,  De- 
oember  12th;  capture  of  Fort  Niagara,  December 
a6lb;  retaliating  destruction  of  Fort  Niagara,  at  Lew- 
iston,  Black  Rock,  Youngstown,  and  other  frontier 
settlement-  Dccrinber  i8th  to  jotli.  In  1S14,  we 
record  the  capture  of  Oswego,  May  5th;  Fort  Erie, 
July  3d;  battle  of  Chippewa,  July  5th;  battle  of 
Lundy's  Lane,  July  25th;  battle  of  Fort  Erie,  Au- 
gust I  sth;  sortie  at  Fort  Erie,  September  1 7th;  bat- 
tle of  nattabnigh,  September  6th  to  iith. 

From  old  aenqMpeny  and  other  sources,  we 
gather  the  fiagmentvjr  items  that  follow,  relating 
to  the  soldiers  of  1812. 

When  General  Stephen  Van  Rens->claer  returned, 
October  31,  1 81 2,  to  Albany,  aiter  the  battle  of 
Queenstown.  a  large  concoune  of  private  dtisens 
and  dignitaries  turned  out  to  escort  him  to  the 
city.  Major  John  Lovett  was  his  Secretary,  and 
Colonel  .Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  one  of  the  bravest 
men  that  Albany  ever  produced,  was  his  Aid.  He 
was  long  disabled  by  four  bullet  wounds  received 
in  this  battles  One  cf  the  balls  be  carried  in  his 
flesh  tintil  hb  death. 

Novembers,  1812,  Commodore  Perry  was  met 
by  a  large  body  of  citizens  between  Albany  and 
Sclienectady,  and  escorted  to  Douw's  1  avein.  From 
this  point  he  wM  taken  to  the  Capitol,  accompanied 
by  a  large  procession.  Here  he  was  presented  with 
the  freedom  of  the  city  in  a  gold  box,  and  with  an 
elegant  sword.  Then  the  procession  conducted  him 
through  the  principal  streets.  On  the  way,  the 
Hero  of  Lake  Erie  was  hailed  with  load  accla- 
At  fhe  dose  of  the  march,  at  the  Eagle 


Tavern  he  was  received  by  the  Mayor  and  other 
public  officials  and  assigned  apartments.  A  bril- 
Hant  ball  was  held  in  the  evening;  houses  were 

illuminated;  and  the  motto,  "We  have  met  the  en- 
emy, and  they  are  ours,  "  displayed.  On  the  next  day 
an  elegant  public  entertainment  was  given.  He 
continued  his  journey  to  bis  lamily,  residing  in 
Newport  R.  I.  The  news  of  Perry's  victoiy  was 
first  recdved  in  .Mbany,  September  17th,  with  great 
demonstrations  of  joy. 

.About  this  time,  Captain  R.  C  Skinner,  of  the 
artiilerv  in  the  Albany  Volunteer  Regiment,  had  a 
recruinng  oflSce  at  Ladd's  Coffee  Hoose,  corner  of 
Green  and  Beaver  streets,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting five  companies  of  infantry,  two  of  riflemen, 
and  one  of  artillery,  which  he  rc[ioi  ted  as  tilling  up 
in  the  city  and  county  with  wonderful  success.  He 
stated  that  the  city  had  raised  a  fund  of  many  thou- 
sand ddlais  for  the  benefit  of  thesoldiers  who  should 
enlist.* 

November  28,  1812,  the  local  papeis  report  the 
return,  after  an  absence  of  three  months  on  Staten 
Island,  of  Captain  Bulkley's  company  <^  Albany 

volunteers  and  Caplani  Walker's  company  of  artil- 
lery. Their  soldier-like  appearance  is  highly  com- 
mended. 

Colonel  John  Mills,  of  this  city,  fell  in  die  battle 
at  Sackett's  Harbor,  May  29,  181 3.  He  com- 
manded the  Republican  artillery  in  that  battle,  with 
as  many  militia  as  he  could  enlist.  He  was  given 
a  conspicuous  place  in  the  line  of  batde,  and  fell 
gallantly  in  brave,  but  vain,  endeavors  to  stop  his 
men,  who  ingloriously  fled  after  the  first  fire.  So 
says  General  Jacob  Brown,  in  his  report.  Many  of 
the  men  assigned  him  were  raw  troops,  unaccus- 
tomed to  subordination.  His  remains  were  re- 
moved to  the  city  and  interred  in  Capitol  Park, 
May  a^,  i844«  and  finally,  with  military  honoi^ 
put  to  rest,  a  few  yean  ago,  in  the  Rural  Cemeteiy. 

August  15,  1813,  the  arrival  of  two  hundred 
British  prisoners  at  tlje  encampiiient  in  Greenbuah 
is  reported;  also,  of  British  deserters  from  Canada; 
and  the  arrival  and  departure  of  General  Wilkinson 
on  the  same  day  (Suniday),  on  his  way  U>  the  fron- 
tier. 

The  British  flag  taken  by  Lieutenant  Wm.  L 
Marcy,  afterward  Governor  Marcy,  at  St.  Regis, 
October  23,  181S,  was  presented  to  the  Stete  ol 
New  York  as  a  trophy  of  war,  January  5,  1813. 
The  act  was  accompanied  with  much  ceremony; 
with  processions,  bands,  and  speeches,  in  vrllich 
were  joineil  die  military  of  Troy  and  Albany. 

At  the  battle  of  Ogdensburgh,  fought  October  12, 
1813,  under  Colonel  Foisylh,  mention  is  made  of 
the  distinguished  bravery  of  a  single  company  of 
.\lbany  artiller)-. 

Among  the  honored  names  of  men  who  have  had 
homes  in  Albany  County,  and  wbo  are  mentioned 
as  having  done  service  in  this  war,  are  found  diose  of 
Stephen  Van  Rensselaer,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer, 
John  T-ovett,  John  K.  Wool,  John  Mills,  Colonel 
Forsyth,  and  William  L.  Marcy,  already  men- 
tioned; also,  William  J.  Worthy  John  O.  Cole, 
Thurlow  Weed,  Lieutenant  Gansevoort,  Lientenant 
Raihbone,  and  Ambraae  Spencer,  Jr.  We  shall  be 
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very  grateftil  to  vaj  one  who  maj,  heieaiker  add  to 

this  list 

On  the  reception  of  the  news  of  peace,  the  whole 
citv  w.i-^  illiiminatiHl. 

The  surviving  soldiers  of  the  campaign  of  1812, 
about  one  hondred  in  number,  residing  in  New 
York  City,  came  to  Albany  by  railroad,  Febnianr 
I,  1853,  and  marched  through  the  city  under  Col- 
OYiiA  II.ii;jht,  escorted  by  the  RcpuhliLaii  .irtillcry. 
Here,  on  the  next  day,  they  were  joined  by  thirty- 
ei^it  of  their  old  companions  belonging  to  Albany, 
and  etcorted  to  the  Capitol,  where  tb^  woe  ad- 
dressed by  Governor  Seymour. 

A  corps  of  about  fifty  velcraiis  of  the  War  of  1812 
joined  in  the  celebration  of  American  Independence, 
uly  4,  1854,  under  General  John  S.  Van  Rensse- 
aer.  After  the  procession  was  dismissed,  they  met 
in  convention  at  the  Capitol  and  passed  a  series  of 
KMlniioiui 


THE  WAR  WITH  MEXICO. 

Texas  was  a  part  of  the  domain  of  Ancient  Mex- 
ico. When  Mexico  became  a  republic,  in  1824,  it 
was  made  one  of  its  united  .states.  It  had  been 
cbdmed  by  our  Government  a.s  a  part  of  the  Loili« 
siana  purchase  in  1803 ;  but  this  claim  was  not 
pressed.  Texas  began  to  be  settled  by  Americans 
as  early  as  1831.  It  rebelled  against  the  govern- 
ment of  Santa  Anna,  and  declared  itself  an  inde- 
pendent state,  March  2,  1836.  lliis  independence 
was  not  admitted  by  Mexica  On  the  4th  of  July, 
1845,  it  was,  with  its  own  consent,  admitted  as 
one  of  the  States  of  our  Union.  This  act  caused  an 
immediate  rupture  between  the  United  States  and 
Mexico.  Added  to  this,  our  Government  had  a 
series  of  complaints  against  Mexico  for  acgieasions 
apon  oor  vessels  in  Uie  Gulf  of  Mexico,  confisca- 
tions, in  its  own  territory,  of  the  property  of  Amer- 
ican merchant.s,  violations  of  treaty,  and  other  acts 
of  Injustice,  extending  back  4br  a  period  of  nearlv 
forty  years.  General  Taylor  «M  ttnt  at  000&  with 
an  army  of  occupation,  to  Texas  to  bold  and  defend 
it.  On  thr  of  .'\pril,  1S46,  the  fust  blood  was 
shed  in  tlie  War  with  Mexico.  The  contest,  under 
Taylor,  Scott,  Wool,  Worth,  and  others,  was  short 
and  sharp.  The  treaty  of  peace  was  signed  Febru- 
ary 2,  1848,  which  gavetotne  United  States,  Upper 
California,  New  Mexico  and  adjacent  territory,  and 
conceded  'I'exas.  The  distance  of  the  field  of  strife 
was  so  great,  that  Albany  County  had  only  a  small 
part  in  tbe  contest,  bat  that  put  bel<mgs  (0  onr 
history. 

An  Act  of  Congress  was  passed  providing  that  50 
raiments  of  volunteers  should  be  raised  in  the 


United  Stales  for  fUs  war.    Under  the  enactment, 
seven  regiments  were  allotted  to  the  State  of 
New  Yoik,  but  only  two  were  furnished. 

The  first  rcf^imcnt  wa.s  raised  by  Colonel 
.Stevenson  in  1S46.  In  this,  one  company  of 
about  80  members  was  recruited  in  Albany,  OOin- 
manded  by  Captain  John  K  Krisbie  and  Lieulenani 
Edward  Gilbert  This  regiment,  soon  after  it  was 
formed,  proceeded  to  (jovernor's  Island  and  re- 
mained there  about  one  month,  when  it  was  sent 
to  Mexico,  by  way  of  Cape  Horn,  in  sailing  \  csscls. 

Arriving  at  its  destination,  it  joined  General 
Scott's  division  of  the  army,  and  participated  in  all 
of  his  man. lies  and  battles  till  the  close  of  the  w.ir. 

November,  1.^4^1,  the  second  regiment  of  New 
York  volunteers  was  raised,  commanded  by  Col- 
onel Ward  B.  Burnett  In  this  regiment  was  a 
company  of  Albanians,  commanded  by  Captain 
.\brahatn  Van  Clinda  and  lieutenant  AdiKm 
Famsworth. 

In  December  of  this  year,  this  regiment  went  to 
Fort  Hamilton,  and  there  remained  until  the  follow- 
ing January,  when  it  proceeded  to  Mexico  by  way 
of  the  gulf,  Landing  at  \'era  Cruz  it  was  joined 
to  General  Scuit's  command,  and  participated  in  all 
fajt  engagements,  from  the  battles  of  VeraCnu  to 
tbe  capture  of  the  City  of  Mexica 

By  an  Act  of  Congress  in  1847,  ten  regiments  of 
regular  troops  were  called  for  from  tbe  State  of 
Nev\-  York. 

Under  this  call  the  Tenth  Regiment  of  Infimtiy 
was  formed  of  ten  companies.  This  regiment  was 
credited  to  Albany,  and  contained  many  soldiers 
from  this  tit)  anil  (imnty,  although  the  greater 
number  were  recruited  from  outside  of  the  county. 

j  It  was  commanded  by  Colonel  Robert  E.  Temple 
and  Lieutenant-Colond  James  McGown.  This 
regiment  was  joined  toGnenlTijIoi's  diviaon  of 

I  the  army,  and  remained  whh  bim  nntO  tbe  done 
of  the  War. 

The  Third  Regiment  of  Dragoons  contained  a 
nomber  of  soldiers  recraited  in  this  section,  bat 
no  ^Bstinct  company  of  Albany  men.  Soca 
the  case  with  a  number  of  rtginents  wbicb  served 

in  the  Mexican  War. 

The  soldiers  from  this  counqr,  ao  fiff  at  we  are 
able  to  leain,  did  good  service:  A  few  of  tfaem 
still  remain  to  tell  the  story  of  entering  the  Halls 

of  the  Montczumas.  Ainong  them  is  Mr.  Will- 
iam 1..  Burgess,  to  whom  we  are  under  obliga- 
tions for  most  i)f  the  facts  here  presented. 

The  brave  Generals  John  £.  Wool  and  William 
J.  Worth,  who  were  among  the  most  prominent 
and  successful  leaders  in  the  Mexican  setvict^  were 
formerly  residents  of  this  county. 
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WAR  OF  THE  REBELLION. 


XHISms  a  war  between  citizens  of  the  same 
connbT,  and  bas»  hence,  been  somedmei 
Bd  The  Great  Civil  War.  Bat  oar  heading  best 

expresses  its  chnracter.  It  came  after  a  long  and 
exciting  controversy  between  the  slave-holding  and 
non-slave-holding  States,  involving  the  questions  of 
the  moral  right  or  wrong  of  slaveiy;  the  political 
poUcjrof  itsextenrion  and  perpetuation;  and  of  State 
rights  generally.  There  was  also  a  bitter  jealousy 
between  the  Southern  and  Northern  States  as  to  the 
balance  of  power  between  those  States,  shown  in  a 
constant  stmtnge  to  secure  the  public  offices  and 
patronage.  The  Sooth  was  not  improving  by 
slave  labor;  the  North  was  rapidly  increaiing  in 
wealth  and  power  by  free  labor. 

The  Southern  States  began  to  secede  from 
the  Union  and  form  a  Southern  Confederate 
when  thejr  found  Abraham  Lincoln  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  South  Carolina  was  the 
first  in  the  secession,  December  20,  i860.  Ten 
other  of  the  slave  States  followed.  Their  artful 
leaders  had  accumulated  in  the  forts  and  arsenals 
on  their  boidei%  a  large  quantity  of  the  public 
miinitions  of  wat— seized  those  forts,  and  put 
them  in  the  bands  of  fellow-conspirators. 

The  attack  of  the  rebels  upon  Fort  Sumter  took 
place  April  11,  1861.  This  overt  act  was  the 
actual  b^inning  of  Ae  war. 

Its  record  is  a  stor}-  of  fratricidal  strife  unparalleled 
in  the  world's  history,  whether  we  consider  the 
malignity  of  the  seceders,  or  llie  determined  sclf- 
sacrificing  patriotism  and  biaveiy  of  the  friends 
of  the  Union  of  all  the  States;  or  whether 
we  attempt  to  count  the  suffering  and  loss  of 
human  life,  or  estimate  the  devastation  made  ami 
the  treasure  expended.  But  its  results  showed 
the  superior  value  of  grand  free  labor,  when  con- 
ducted by  heads  educated  in  free  schools  and 
hands  addicted  to  habits  of  productive  industry. 

The  war  practically  closed  with  the  surrender 
of  tlie  rebels  under  General  Lcc  to  General  Grant, 
April  9,  1865.  What  follows  is  onbr  the  merest 
outline  of  the  part  borne  by  Albany  Coanty  in  this 
war. 

1  he  ladies  and  citizens  of  all  classes,  under  ciil- 
fcrent  voluntary  ortpnii/ations,  did  a  vast  amount 
of  labor,  and  expended  great  sums  of  money  for 
the  comfort  Micouiagemea^  and  relief  of  dw  sol* 
diers  and  Uieir  frmilies  during  the  whole  time  of 
the  war. 

The  CitjaensT  Militaiy  Relief  Ftind  contributed 

The  Ladies^  Army  Rdief  Associadon  was  organ- 
ized iti  Alliany,  to  co-operate  with  the  U.  S.  San- 
itary Commission,  as  early  as  November,  1861,  to 
aid  sick  and  wounded  soldiers.  Similar  societies 
existed  in  Coeymans^  Reosselaerville,  Knox,  and 
other  towns  in  die  county.  VseAd  artidaa  were 


made  or  purchased,  and  forwarded  in  barrels  and 
boxes  continually.  At  one  time  287  were  sent;  at 
another  about  60a    Fruit,  vegetables,  and  cof^ 

dials,  and  delicacies  of  every  sort  were  gathered 
from  farm-houses,  grocers,  and  families,  and  in- 
cluded in  the  benefactions.  This  local  association 
(rf ladies  raised  also  119,313.30  in  money  during 
the  four  years  ending  January  i,  1866,  for  disabled 
soldiers  and  their  families. 

The  Army  Relief  Bazaar  was  erected  in  the 
Academy  Park,  and  kept  open  as  a  great  Sanitary 
Fair  of  Albany,  Troy,  Schenectady,  and  other 
places  in  the  State,  daring  the  months  of  February 
and  March,  1S64.  It  was  a  Imilding  remarkable 
for  size  and  fitness.  It  was  filled  with  articles  of 
utility  and  beauty  on  sale.  Everything  was  con- 
ducted with  order,  zeal,  and  eneigy.  It  was  a 
gruid  success.  The  net  pfoceeda^  amoontiBg  to 
$81,908.  50  were  paid  into  the  tnasmyof  the  U. 
S.  Sanitary  Ce>mmission. 

The  Albany  Auxiliary  to  the  U.  S.  Christian 
Commission,  between  April  i,  1864,' and  Jannary 
r,  t866,  received  133,740.10  in  money,  tiesldesa 
great  amount  of  books,  papers,  provisions,  delica- 
cies, and  minor  articles  of  convenience  made  in 
sewing  circles,  which  were  contributed  for  the  spir- 
itual, Bodal,  and  physical  needs  of  the  soldiers. 

A  Refreshment  Committee  fed  16,709  soldiers 
as  they  passed  through  .■Mbany  in  coming  OT  goiaig. 
Their  expenses  were  over  $7,600. 

Besides  these,  much  time  was  spent  and  thou- 
sands of  dollan  in  money  were  given  by  private 
dtiaena  And  die  deeds  of  lieroic  patriotism  and 
Christian  charity  done  by  geodewomeil,  never  can 
be  fully  expressed  in  words. 

Hk  War  BRpenses  of  dw  Ctamty  of  Albmy  are  itKted  w 
(bllov*: 

For  Coantv  Boonlka.  $3, 100,700.00 

gorHacniaiBgaadEaliitawnts.....  aas,ias-39 

Tota  l3t3«5t«»5-» 

Railed  bjr  Cotmty  Tweet   $64ii44<  -47 

Raised  fay  Conn^Loaat  2,889,552.00 

Total  f 3.930. 96347 

We  now  give  a  brief  record  of  military  service 
organized  in  the  county.    We  would  be  glad  if  we 

could  give  the  names  and  services  of  every  soldier. 

On  April  16,  1861,  the  day  following  President 
Lincoln's  call  for  75,000  men  to  suppress  the  re- 
bellion, the  L^islature  of  New  York  State  passed 
an  Act  to  authorise  the  embodying  and  equip- 
ment of  a  volunteer  militia,  and  to  provide  for  the 
public  defense.  One  week  later,  155  companies 
were  recruited  in  this  State,  and  ready  for  accept- 
ance into  service.  The  number  of  men  furnished 
bj  die  State  under  each  cnllwu  as  AiUowi:  Cklllbr 
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lnQitil^  April  15, 1861,  t3,9o6;  call  for  volantecn, 
J11I7  %t,  1861,  120,231;  July  2,  1862,  ^9,705; 
Angtut  4,  1862,  20,98c;  October  17,  1863.  and 
Februarj' I,  1864,  75,751;  March  14  i^^'  i.  4i 
435;  July  18,  1864,  83,843;  Decemljer  19,  1864, 
3<,965:  militia  for  100  days,  5,640;  for  leflt  tbu 
ioo<tt]r%  15«987.  Whole  number  militia,  35,533; 
whole  namber  of  volnnteers,  4  3  7, 9 1  o.  Total,  473.- 

443; 

The  first  regiment  in  Albany  County  to  respond 
to  the  Governor's  order,  imed  on  the  <  veniag  of 
April  21,  1861,  to  move  on  to  Washington  next 
morning  at  nine,  was  flie  Twenty-fifth  Regiment, 

N.  V.  State  Militia.  It  was  officered  as  follows: 
Michael  K.  Hrjan,  Colonel;  James  Swift,  Lieuten- 
ant-Citlonei;  David  Friedlandcr,  Major;  John  M. 
Kimball,  Adjutant;  Cornelius  ik  0'Lear>,  SurjB^n. 
Qiptains:  Company  A,  Jacob  FMendall ;  B,  Tim- 
oih\  MrDermott;  C,  John  C.rav:  D,  IV.mk  Mar- 
shall; K,  J.  J.  Huber;  F.  M.  H,  Kcnneallv;  (1,  H. 
Mulholland;  H,  —  Godfiejr;  K,  Hale  Kingsley; 
L»  F.  NewdorC  With  470  men  all  tnM,  the 
rqifiment  proceeded  to  Washington,  arriving  .m  the 
murning  of  the  29th,  and  was  quartered  near  the 
Capitol.  Ordered  to  Arlington  Mights,  the  regi- 
ment built  Fort  Albany,  and  after  tbiN  nMinlbs' 
service,  returned  to  Albany,  numbering  575  men. 
May  31.  1862,  the  regiment  was  again  mustered 
into  the  Cnited  States  service  for  three  month?, 
and  ordered  to  Suffolk,  V'a.  On  its  return.  Col- 
onel  Bryan  and  many  of  its  officers  and  men  en- 
liated  in  the  volunteer  aenrioe.  Colonel  Michael 
K.  Bryan,  bom  In  Irehmd  in  1820,  came  to  Albany 
in  1827,  and  was  eilucated  in  the  jtuhlic  schools. 
He  was  for  many  years  in  the  emplo)  ot  his  cousin,  I 
Colonel  John  McCardle,  but  became  proprietor  in 
1853  of  a  restaurant  and  hoteL  In  1850  be  was 
Captain  of  Albany  Worth  Guards;  and  was  succes- 
sively Major,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  Colonel  of 
the  25lh  N.  Y.  S.  M.,  which  he  led  twice  in  his 
country's  service.  He  afterwards  raised  the  175th 
Rttiment,  N.  Y.  Volunieeis,  and  was  made  its 
Colonel,  and  proceeded  to  Louisiana  early  in  the 
winter  of  1862.  He  was  mortally  wounded  in  a 
charge  at  Port  Hudson,  La.,  June  14,  1863,  and 
died  at  the  bead  of  hit  command.  He  was  a 
noble  patriot 

Third  Regiment  Infantry,  N.Y.  &  V.,  was  organ- 
ized in  Albany,  May  7,  1861,  and  was  composed  of 
ten  comjianies,  of  which  five  were  recruited  from 
Albanv,  viz.:  C,  Captain  E.  G.  Floyd;  E,  Captain  J. 
W.  Bl'anchard;  F,  Captain  H.  S.  Hulbcrtj  0,  Cap- 
Uin  J.  H.  Ten  Eyck,  Jr. ;  I,  Captain  E.  &  Jenny, 
May  8th,  Frederick  Townsendwas  elected  Colonel, 
S.  -M.  Alford,  Lieutenant-Colonel,  and  George 
D.  Bayard,  Major.  Alexander  H.  Hoff  was  made 
Soigeon,  and  Jonathan  O.  Moore,  Adjutant. 
The  reghnent  left  Albany  May  18,  i86t,  with 
796  officers  and  men;  was  in  the  engagement  at 
Big  Bethel,  and  afterwards  stationed  at  Fortress 
Monroe,  until  its  term  oT enlistment  expired.  May 
8,  1863,  it  went  into  service  as  a  veteran  com- 
mand, with  800  men;  received  700  conscripts,  aoo 
recruits,  and,  by  consolidation,  ihc  1 1  2th  N.  \',  Vol- 
unteers.   It  did  distinguished  service  at  Fort  Wag- 


ner, Chariealon,  Bermuda  Hundred,  Fslnsbarg, 
Fort  Gilmer,  Fort  Fisher,  W^ilmington,  and  in 
many  skirmishes.  Colonel  Townsend  remgning: 
July  2,  i8^i,  the  regiment  continued  in  service 
under  Colonel  -Mford,  and  was  mustered  out  Au- 
gust, 1865.  Colonel  Townsend  has  since  been  Ad- 
jutant-General of  the  State,  and  still  reaidea  ia  the 
city,  one  of  its  most  esteemed  dtisens. 

The  I'orty-third  Regiment,  New  York  Volun- 
teers, was  organized  at  Albany  and  mustered  into 
the  United  States  service  between  August  25  and 
September  ai,  1861,  when  it  reached  the  field,  with 
the  following  commissioiied  oflicen:  Francis  L. 
Vinton,  Col  .nd:  Charles  H.  Picrson,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel;   Benjamin  F.  Baker,  .Major;  James  U. 
Thompson,  Surgeon;  James  H.  Bogart,  Aid|OlailL 
Captains:  Company  A,  John  Wilson;  Compunr 
I.  K.  Van  Slyke;  Company  E,  E.  Caaa  GrHBn; 
Company  D,  Charles  H.  Clark;  COmpany  E,  Jacob 
Wilson;  Company  F,  James  C.  Rogers;  C^>mpany 
G,  William  H.  Mathews;    Companr  H  (Yates 
Rifles),  Edwin  C.  Drake;  Comninjr  \,  George  W. 
Reed;  Company  K,  Harvey  S.  Chatfleld;  Captain 
Charles  B.  Mitchell,  iS^^z;  Capta'n  John  L  New- 
man, 1862;  Captain  David  Hurhans,  i86j;  Cap- 
tain James  D.  Visscher,  1862.    The  regiment  left 
Albany  September  16,  1861,  with  706  men;  re> 
eefved  1,611  recruha,  and  returned  in  July,  1865, 
with  290  men  and  13  officers,     Tt  was  at  the  front 
all  through  the  war;   was  distinguished  ior  dash 
and  courage;  and  was  in  the  following  engage- 
ments: Lee's  Mill%  Warwick  Creek,  St^  of  York- 
town,    Goldhig's  Farm,   Seven  Bays'  Battles, 
Antietam,  Fredericksburg,  Mary's  Hights,  S.i!cm 
'  Church,  Banks'  Ford,  Fredericksburg,  Gettysburg, 
Rappahannock  Station,  Locust  Grove,  Mine  Run, 
Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  North  Anna,  Coal  Har- 
bor, Petersburg,  Fort  Stephens,  Charieston,  Ope-k 
quam,  Fisher's  Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  FetOriHUg  (tWO 
engagemenu),  Sailor's  Creek. 

Among  those  who  fell  was  Major  (afterwards  Col> 
onel)  James  Henry  Bogart,  who  was  bom  March  24, 
1839,  in  .\lbany;  was  educated  at  Albany  Academy. 

Knlisted  under  Colonel  Vinton  as  Adjutant;  W8t 
Major  in  the  i62d,  and  was  killed  by  a  shell  while 
advancing  with  his  regiment  at  Port  Hudson,  Jane 
14,  1863.  Captain  (afterwards  Colonel)  John  Wil- 
son, bom  in  Albany  December  19,  1838;  educated 
at  Albany  .\cademy;  \vas  proficient  in  scholarship; 
raisetl  Company  of  the  43d  in  a  week,  and 
marched  to  the  barracks  .August  3,  1S61.  Hewas 
commissioned  as  Major,  July  17, 1863;  lieutenant* 
Colond.  September  t4,  186 a;  Colonel,  Fd>mary 
I,  18^4.  May  6,  1864,  his  rij^ht  knee  was  shat- 
tered by  a  rifle  ball;  his  leg  was  amputated  next 
day;  and  he  died  May  8th,  greatly  lamented. 

Captain  (afterwards  Major)  William  Wallace; 
bomtn  Albany  January  8,  1835;  educated  in  pubfic 
scho<ils:  was  ff  trcman  in  Weed.  Parson  «S;  Co. 's  office; 
active  in  the  Fire  Department;  raised  Company  F 
for  the  43d  Regiment  in  September,  1862;  was 
confined  in  Libby  Prison  in  May  and  June^  1863, 
until  exchanged.  He  was  commissioned  Major, 
April.  1S64.  While  leading  a  charge  at  the  Ibttle 
of  the  Wilderness,  May  6,  1864,  was  sliot  through 
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the  head.  In  the  tame  engagement  Lieutenant 
Coli>nc1  Fryer  was  mortally  woondedL    Botb  sleep 

anu)n<,'  the  bravest  of  the  brave. 

(  apt.iin  David  Burhmis,  Company  II,  was  born 
in  Bethlehem  June  24,  1840;  became  mail  agent 
front  New  York  to  Troy.  In  September,  1862,  he 
raised  a  company  for  the  43d,  and  was  with  his 
regiment  until  be  fell,  tighling  at  the  front,  at  Po 
River,  May  lo,  1864,  He  wss  esteemed  for  ex- 
alted virtues. 

Captain  (afterwards  Colonel)  James  D.  \'isscher 
was  born  in  Albany  March  26,  1829;  was  in  employ 
of  Weed,  Parsons  &  Co. ;  was  member  of  the  Bur- 
gesses Corps  and  went  witli  them,  and  25th  Regi- 
ment New  York  State  Militia,  in  April,  186 1,  to 
Washington  for  three  months'  service.  He  enlisted 
and  took  command  of  Company  G,  43d  Regiment, 
September  4,  1862;  was  promoted  Colonel  of  the 
regiment  after  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  May  1 2, 
1864;  and  was  killed  at  Fort  Stevens,  Washington, 
July  It,  1864.  He  was  beloved  for  his  Christian 
virtues  and  soldierly  conduct 

Captain  Douglass  Lodge,  son  of  Mr.  Benjamin 
Li /V lire,  born  in  Albany  September  22,  1842;  at- 
tended public  schools,  the  Academy,  and  Annap- 
olis Naval  School.  He  enlisted  in  Company  6, 
ajth  New  York  State  Milida,  in  April.  1861; 
re-enlisted  in  43d  Volunteers;  Third  Sergeant, 
Company  A.  He  w.is  jironiwtcJ,  for  bravery,  to 
Quartermaster-Sergeant,  September,  1861;  Second 
Lieutenant,  April,  1862;  First  Lieutenant  and 
Captain,  November  3,  1 86a.  At  the  charge  on 
Mary's  Hights,  May  3,  1863,  Captain  Lodge 
planted  the  reL;:mem's  coI.Ti  on  ilie  enemy's 
work&  On  the  tollowing  day  be  received  his  death 
woand.  This  young  scaler  died,  greatly  bdkjved 
and  honored,  May  5th. 

•The  Tenth  Regiment  National  Guards  was 
organized  it  Album  in  1S61,  early  in  the  rebellion, 
and  performed  guard  and  other  duty  at  the  call  of 
Governor  Morgan.  It  tendered  for  the  third  time 
its  services  for  nine  months;  went  into  service 
November  21,  1862,  with  864  men,  officered  as 
follows:  Ira  W.  Ainsworth,  Colonel:  Frank  Cham- 
berlain, Lieutenant-Colonel;  David  M.  Woodhall, 
Major;  Richard  M.  Strong,  Adjutant;  William  H. 
Ccaig,  Surgeon.  C  apuins:  ConiMWw  A,  Lionel 
U.  Lenox;  Company  B,  Charles  E.  Davis;  Com- 
pany C,  Stephen  Uronk;  Company  D.  James 
Dodds;  Company  L,  James  McFarland;  Company 
F,  James  R.  Harris;  Company  G,  Morgan  L.  Fil- 
kins;  Company  U,  Harmon  N.  Merriman;  Com- 
pany \,  E.  H.  Tomlinson;  Company  K,  William 
H.  Brandenburg.  Tl  v.i-  assigned  to  General 
Banks,  Department  of  the  Gull,  as  the  tyjth  New 
York  Volunteers.  It  served  in  the  campaigns 
from  New  Orleans  to  Port  Hudson,  and  did  some 
of  the  best  figliting  at  die  latter  place,  suffering 
severely . 

On  the  fall  of  Port  Huds<)n,  and  at  the  close  of 
its  nine  months'  service,  it  returned  home  and 
resumed  its  original  position  in  the  Ninth  Brigade 
National  Gnacd. 

Among  those  of  die  177th  who  fell  in  die  field 
were — 


Adjutant  Richard  M.  Strong,  son  of  Anthony 

M.  Strong;  was  born  in  Albany  June  10,  1835, 
and  died  at  Bonnet  Carr6,  I^.,  May  12.1863.  He 
had  graduated  with  honor  at  Albany  Academy 
and  Princeton  College;  was  admitted  to  the  Bar  in 
1856;  was  Judge  Advocate  <tf  the  Ninth  Brigade 
National  Guard,  and  Adjutant  177th  VolunteeiS^ 
at  the  time  of  his  death. 

Lieutenant  John  Peter  Phillip!-,  Compatiy  P; 
bom  in  Fishkill  July  25,  1820;  when  16  1^ 
moved  to  NeNv  York,  uterwards  to  Albany.  Went 
with  the  Tenth  Regiment  to  Louisiana;  contracted 
fever,  and  died  September  4,  1863,  four  days  after 
his  return  home. 

Sergeant  Ciiarles  H.  Fredcrich,  born  in  .\lbany 
October  23,  1 841;  attended  public  schools.  En- 
listed in  Company  B,  Tenth  National  Guard;  died 
of  typhoid  fever  at  Bonnet  Carr6,  I^,  March  10, 

isr.j. 

Sergeant  Joseph  C.  Vanderhoop,  born  July  35, 
1843,  in  Albany ;  was  a  marble  cutter.  Joined  Com> 
pany  B,  25th  Militia,  and  went  with  that  regiment 
to  Washington,  .^pril,  1861.  May  23d,  Sergeant 
Vanderhoop  captured  two  jirisoners,  su[;]Hiscd  to 
have  been  the  first  taken  in  the  War  for  the  Union.  ' 
He  enlisted  in  the  1 77th  Rsgimen^  and  died  of 
typhoid  fever  in  Louisiana. 

Sergeant  William  Crounse,  bom  in  Guilderland, 
September  19,  1830;  tame  to  Albany  in  1855, 
Enlisted  in  the  Tenth  National  Guard;  went  to 
Bonnet  Carro,  Li.,  where  he  died  June  28,  1863. 

Forty-Fourth  or  People's  Regiment — ^AfterNew 
York's  quota  under  the  first  call  had  been 
filled,  it  was  deemed  advi*;able  to  ask  each  town 
and  ward  to  be  represented  by  furnishing  one  man, 
armed  and  equipped  by  wdnutaiy  subscription,  to 
form  a  Zouave  regiment  to  ave^  the  death  of 
Colonel  Ellsworth,  and  serve  duihtg  the  war.  It 
was  organized  October  16,  1861,  and  left  (  K  t  d  er 
20th  for  the  seat  of  war,  850  strong,  composed 
largely  of  Albany  City  and  County  men.  Its 
officers  were  as  follows :  Stephen  W.  Stryker,  Col- 
onel ;  James  C.  Rice,  Lieutenant-Colonel ;  James 
McKown,  Major;  William  Frothingham,  Surf,'eon; 
Edward  B.  Kno.\,  Adjutant.  Captains:  Company 
A,  Edward  P.  Chapin  ;  Company  B,  L.  S.  Ijurra^ 
bee;  Company Q William  H.  Revere,  Jr.;  Company 
D,  Freeman  Conner ;  Company  E,  Midiael  McN. 
Walsh;  Company  F,  Campbell  .Allen;  Company 
G,  William  L.  Yanderiip  ;  Company  H,  William 
N.  Danks;  Company  I,  A.  Webster  Shafler;  Com- 
pany K,  William  H.  Miller.  Captain  Rodney  G.  . 
Kimball,  1862  ;  Captain  E  Munger,  i86a.  The 
regiment  was  mustered  in  September  24,  1861, 
and  ser%'ed  at  Yorktown,  Hanover  Court  House, 
Gaines'  Mills,  Turkey  Island,  Mahern  Hill, 
Groveton,  Antietam,  Fredericksburgh,  Cbancel- 
lorsvflle,  Aldie,  Gettysburg,  Jones'  Cross  Roads, 
Rappahannock  Station,  Mine  Run,  Wilderness, 
Spottsylvania  Court  House,  North  Anna,  Bethesda 
Church,  Petersbnig,  and  the  Weldon  Railroad. 
The  rqpment  was  mustered  oat  September  24, 
1864.  and  letamed  170  in  nnmbor.  During 
its  service  npwaids  of  700  recraita  joined  its 
ranks. 
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The  following,  among  odMiB  ia  the  ngiment, 
died  in  service — 
lientemaitOrionel  (afterwards  Brigadier-Gen- 

cral)  Jiimcs  C.  Rice;  bom  in  Worthinpton,  Massa- 
chusetts. 1S28;  gradnated  from  Yale  College,  1S53; 
stuiiicd  law;  ctilisicd  April,  1 86 1  ;  did  brave  ser- 
vice and  was  transferred  to  the  39tb  New  YotIl  Vol- 
nnleen  Garibaldi  Gnardi;  comTBiMrioned  First 
Lieutenant,  then  Adjutant:  he  wis  a[>i)ointed 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  the  Forty- Fourth;  \\  ut  to  the 
front;  was  pronioted  Colonel;  and  finally  was  nude 
firigadier-Geoerai  for  gallant  conduct  at  Gettvs- 
Imig.  He  was  killed  at  Spottajrlvanla,  Va.,  Iiaj 
10,  18^14.  A  devoted  jv.itriot,  a  sincere  Christian. 
His  last  words  were,  "  l  urn  me  over  that  1  may  die 
with  my  face  to  the  foe."  Sergeant  Walter  H. 
Angus,  bom  June  10,  1845 ;  enUated  October  si, 
1801,  in  the  Portf-Fonrtfi;  wat  in  all  engagenents 
with  his  retrirnetit,  escaping  unhurt  tmtil  the  fatal 
shot  Was  jirom<ited  Sccfind  - Lieu  tenant  October 
9,  1863;  killed  at  I'etersburgh  June  2 1,  1864. 

Ninety-first  R^ment,  New  York  Volunteers, 
was  raised  in  me  antomn  of  1861,  mostly  in 
Albany,  and  was  called  into  the  United  States' 
service  for  three  years,  December  16,  1861,  with 
847  names  on  the  roll.  It  left  Albany  December 
aotb,  and  Governors  Island  January  8,  1863; 
arrivtng  at  Key  West,  January  30th.  The  officers 
were  as  follows  :  Jm  nb  Van  Zandt,  Colonel;  Jon- 
athan Tarbell,  Lieutenant-Colonel;  Charles  G. 
Clark,  Major;  Robert  1".  Keeven,  Adjutant; 
Robert  Morris,  Surgeon.  Captains :  Company  A, 
John  W.  Feltfiooaen;  Company  B,  George  W. 
Stackhouse ;  Company  C,  J.  G.  McDermott ; 
Company  I),  Henry  Cronnse ;  Company  E,  Will- 
iam Lcc ;  Company  F,  John  Cooke;  Cimpany 
G,  Allan  H.  Jackson ;  Company  H,  J.  B.  Collins; 
Company  I,  Charies  A.  Bnrt;  Cmnpany  K,  Henry 
S.  Hulbert.  The  Ninety-first  was  stationed  at  Pen- 
sacola  seven  niontli--;  went  to  New  Orleans  under 
General  Banks.  Was  in  three  engagements  at  Port 
Hudson,  Irish  Bend,  fiayou  Vermilion,  Gonzales' 
Plantation,  and  many  skirmishes.  It  suffered  se- 
verely. Returned  home  July  19,  1864.  Neariy  all 
re-enlisted.  It  was  stationed  six  tnonthsnear  Bal- 
timore, and  recruited  1,600  strong.  In  February, 
1865,  it  was  assigned  to- First  Brigade,  Third  Di- 
vision, Fifth  Army  Corps,  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
before  Petersburgh.  Was  in  the  battles  of  White 
Oak  Ridge,  Five  Forks  and  many  minor  engage- 
ments. 

The  following  are  among  those  who  fell  in 
battle: 

Major  George  W.  Stackhouse,  enlisted  1861; 
Second  Lieutenant,  Company  A,  25th  New  York; 

Kromoted  Captain  and  Major  yist  Nc  v  \  Mrk, 
larch,  1863.  Died  June  19,  1863,  from  gun- 
idiot  wfmndfc  His  two  brothers,  James  and  Will- 
iam, were  with  him  at  Port  Hudson. 

Captain  John  A.  Fee,  born  in  Albany,  January 
16,  1837.  F.nlisted  October,  1861  ;  appointed 
Orderly  -  Sergeant ;  promoted  Second-Lieutenant 
48th  New  York.  Was  Commandant  at  Tybee  Is- 
land until  April,  1863.  I'romoted  Captain,  .^pril, 
1863 ;  ordeied  to  Army  of  tlie  Potomac.  Was  in 


battles  of  Chester  Hill,  Drui/s  Bluff,  Coal  Har- 
bor. He  was  wounded  in  the  aim  June  30,  1 863, 
and  died  July  1 5th. 

Lieutenant  William  P.  Clark,  born  in  Water- 
vliet,  january  27,  1835;  educated  in  common 
sell 01  .Is  of  . Albany.  F'.nlisted  in  April,  1861 ;  served 
three  months  with  35th  New  York  Sute  Militia; 
re*enHsted  in  September,  1861 ;  served  nntil  i^wil 
14,  1863.  when  he  was  shot  through  die  bend  at 

Irish  Beiui,  La. 

Lieutenant  Sylvester  B.  Shepard,  bom  in  Albany, 
July  35,  1841. '  Was  in  Burgesses  Corps,  and  with 
t^th  hfew  YcmIc  State  Mllliia,  In  its  three  months' 

service.  Recruited  Company  C,  91st  New  York 
Volunteers.  Appointed  Second-Lieutenant,  pro- 
moted First-Lieutenai.t  .mil  appointed  Adjutant. 
He  was  killed  at  Port  Hudson,  Jime  I4>  1863, 
while  in  command  of  his  Company. 

F.levcnth  New  York  Havelock  Battery  was 
organized  at  Albany,  October  36,  i86i  ;  mustered 
in  January  6,  1862,  with  15^  men  and  the  follow- 
ing officers:  A.  A.  Von  Puttkammer,  Captain;  R. 
A.  Warrington,  First-Lieutenant ;  James  Rodgm^ 
■  First-Lieutenant  ;  G.  A,  Knapp,  Second  Lieuten- 
;  ant :  John  E.  Burton,  Second  Lieutenant.  The 
battery  left  Albany  January  1 7,  1 862.  Was  engaged 
in  the  following  battles  :  Second  Bull  Run,  Fred- 
erickrt>urg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Mine 
Run,  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  North  Anna 
River,  Tolopotony  Creek,  Coal  Harbor,  Peters- 
burg, and  Deep  Bottom.  It  was  engaged  ab<:iut 
every  day,  from  September,  1864,  till  Lee's  sur- 
fentmr.  April  9,  1805. 

The  following  we  among  those  who  CbU  in 
action: 

Lieutenant  Henry  D.  BfOWCr,  born  in  Albati\ 
November  13,  1839.  Raised  &st  installment  of 
men  ibr  Havelock  Battery;  mastered  in  as  private^ 

October  i,  1861  ;  transferred  to  12th  Battery  as 
Corporal;  promoted  Lieutenant,  March  30,  1863. 
Was  killed  at  Reams'  Station,  August  25,  1864. 
Sergeant  John  R.  Warmington  was  killed  at  Chan- 
cellorsville, May  3,  1863.  Qnporal  William  H. 
Van  Gaa.sbeek  was  killed  at  Coal  Harbor,  June  6, 
1864.  Corporal  William  H.  Broughton  was  killed 
at  Petersburg.  September  28,  i86.(. 

One  Hundred  and  Thirteenth  Regiment,  N.  Y. 
Volnnteen,  or  Seventh  Rsgfanent,  N.  Y.  Volun- 
teer Artillery,  was  organised  at  the  Albany  County 
Regiment  in  the  13th  Senatorial  District,  under 
the  auspices  of  (he  following  COnUBhtee^  appoiolsd 
by  Governor  Morgan,  viz. : 

Hon.  Eli  Perry,  General  J.  P.  Rathbone.  Hon. 
Lyman  Tremain,  J.  Tracey,  T.  W.  Olcott,  George 
Dawson,  Hon.  C.  B.  Cochrane,  Hon,  J.  V.  L 
I'ruyn,  Hon.  Franklin  Townseiid,  Samuel  Anable, 
W.  M.  Van  Antwerp,  Hon.  George  H.  Tbacfaer 
and  Hon.  Henry  A.  Bri^m.  Tm  first  man  was 
enlisted  July  24,  1862.  Over  1,100  men  were 
mustered  in  .\ugust  18,  1862,  with  the  following 
field  and  staff  officers: 

Colonel,  I.ewis  O.  Morris;  Major,  Edward  A 
Springstead;    AdjuUnt,  Frederick  L.  IVemain; 
Quartermaster,  E.  Willard  .Smith;  Surgeon,  James 
1  £.  Promiiret;  Assistant  Surgeons,  J.  W.  Bbusdell, 
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George  W.  Newcomb;  Chapkin,  Hamphrev  L. 

Calder.  Captains:  Company  A,  Joseph  M.  Klur- 
phy;  Comfuny  ]1,  Samuel  E.  Jones;  Company  C, 
John  A.  ^^>rris;  Company  I),  Charles  McCulloch; 
Company  £,  Norman  H.  Moore;  Company  F, 
Robert  H.  Bell;  Company  G,  Francis  Yraya; 
Company  H,  John  McCuire;  Company  I,  William 
Shannon;  Company  K,  Samuel  L.  Anablc. 

Lieutenants:  Company  A,  A.  Sickles,  ist,  John 
B.  Read,  ad;  Comjumy  B,  J.  Kennedy,  iit,  Will- 
iam £.  Orr,  sd;  Compuiy  C,  H.  K.  Rogm,  iit. 
M.  Bell,  2d;  Company  D,  C.  Schiirr,  ist,  H.  C.  ' 
Coulson,  id;  Company  E,  A.  V.  B.  lAKkmw,  ist, 
|.  F.  Mount,  2d;  Company  F,  N.  Wright,  ist,  R. 
Mullens^  ad;  Company  G,  S.  McEwan,  ist,  C.  W. 
Hobba,  sd;  Company  H,  H.  C.  Daduirm^  ist,  F. 
Ptttit,  »d;  Company  I.  J.  O.  Hair,  ist,  J.  M.  Ball.  ' 
ad;  Company  K,  M.  H.  Barckley,  ist,  G.  Krank, 
3d. 

The  regiment  left  Albany  August  19,  186  a.  Was 
Btadonedm  thedefhisesorWashiagtoii.  Changed, 

December,  18^12.  from  infantry  to  artillery,  and  i 
designated  a>  .Seventh  N.  \.  X'olunteer  Artillery. 
It  wa.s  recruited  to  152  men  in  each  company.  It 
built,  reconstructed  and  cleared  timber  before  the 
following  works,  wid  garrtooned  then :  Forts  Reno, 
De  Russey  Kc;un?\,  Cainci,  Bayanl,  Ripley, 
Franklin  ami  Alexander;  Haiteries  Smead.  Reno, 
Cameron.  Vermont  and  Martin  .Scott. 

In  spring  of  1864,  two  companies  were  added, 
with  oikets  «s  follows— Gipttdns:  Company  L, 
James  Kennedy;  Comjun^  Vi.  George  H.  Tread- 
well.  Lieutenants:  Com jany  L,  F.  W,  Mather,  ist, 
C  C.  McC  iellan,  ad;  Conpany  M,  G.  B.  Smallie, 
1st,  £.  S.  Moss,  sd. 

May  17,  1864,  the  regiment  joined  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac,  near  Spottsylvania  Court  House,  Vir- 
fnnta.  Was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  the  Po  River,  ] 
North  Anna  River,  Tolo[>otony  Creek,  Coal  Har- 
bor, Petersburg,  Deep  Bottom  and  Ream's  Station. 
It  suffered  sa«rdy,  and  was  greatly  reduced  in 
numbers.  Febninry  22,  1865,  the  remnant  w-as 
ordered  to  Hal lirm  ire.  till  mustered  out  June,  1865. 

Colonel  I.cwi-;  O.vcn  Murri.s,  born  in  .•\lbany, 
Augtist  i4>  1824;  studied  at  Altnny  Academy,  in 
1847  was  commissioned  Second  lientenant  in  the 
First  Artillery,  V.  S.  k..  and  went  out  to  Mexico. 
Afterwards  lie  was  in  constant  service  in  Florida, 
or  on  Texan  frontier.  May,  1861,  he  was  in  com- 
mand of  Fort  Brown,  Texas.  Refused  to  surrender 
or  give  up  United  States  property  to  the  Soutliern- 
ers.  Was  in  service  at  Roanoke  and  Newbem,  and 
captured  Fort  Macon.  In  1862  he  took  command  ' 
ot  the  113th  N.  V.  \'oluntcers,  which  he  retanied 
until  killed  by  a  rebel  sharpshooter,  June  3,  1864.  1 

Mt^  EdwBid  A.  Sprinprteed,  bom  in  Albany,  | 
January  31,  1840.  Commissioned  First  IJeutenant 
43d  N.  Y.  Volunteers.  .August  17.  1861;  Captain, 
113th  N.  Y.  Voliintcci-:  {)r(>inotcd  Major.  Com-  ' 
manded  at  Forts  Kearney  and  De  Russey.  Com- 
manded ad  Battalion  at  Lauren's  Hill,  Spottsyl- 
vania,  North  Anna,  Coal  Harbor,  Milford  Station. 
Had  been  promoted  Colonel.  He  was  killed,  while 
leading  ll!^  ;im n  ,1;  Ream's  Station,  August  25, 
18^,  before  his  commission  i¥9^cd  biip. 


Captain  James  Kennedy,  bom  in  Albniy,  Feb- 
ruary 15.  iS^;;,  \\'as  commissioned  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Company  B.  113th  Volunteers,  August  4, 
1862;  promoted  Captain,  Battery  L,  February  i;, 
1864.  Wounded  at  Coal  Harbor,  June  3d,  at 
Ream's  Station,  August  astb,  and  captured.  Died 
in  Libby  Prison  of  typhoid  fever,  Sqitember  lo^ 
1864. 

Captain  John  A.  Morris,  a  native  of  Albany,  bom 
Augiutji,  1835.  Was  member  of  Company  B^ 
Wuhington  Omdnentals;  mustered  into  United 

States  service  Augu.st  7,  1862,  as  First  Lieutenant, 
Company  C,  1 13th  Volunteers;  promoted  Captain, 
August  lyth.  Was  in  constant  service  until  May  19, 
1864,  when  a  bullet  pierced  his  heart  at  SpottsyU 
vania  Court  House. 

Captain  Nathaniel  Wright  was  a  natiy-e  of  Kirt- 
land,  O.  U  lien  seventeen,  came  to  .Albany  as 
clerk.  Enlisted  in  the  113th;  mustered  in,  August 
II,  186a,  as  First  Deutenant.  Sent  to  Albany  to 
recrait  regiment,  1863;  letomed  to  fidd  and  was 
shot  dead  at  Ream's  Stition,  .August  25.  1864. 

Ca|)tain  Koliert  H.  Hell,  burn  in  Lancashire, 
England;  came  to  America  when  nineteen.  Was 
foreman  of  Company  No.  8,  Albany  Fire  Depart- 
ment Served  thiw  months  with  35th  N.  Y.  Milida; 
raised  company  for  the  113th,  and  was  cominis- 
rioned  Captain.  Was  woumled  May  19,  1864.  at 
the  Wdderness,  and  died  June  20th. 

Lieutenant  William  Emmet  Orr,  bom  in  Albany, 
September  is,  1841;  stadied  at  Rochester  Univer- 
siiv.  Was  commissioned  Second  Lieutenant,  Com- 
[)an)  li.  113th  N.  V.  Volunteers,  August  7,  1862; 
priimniod  I'lr-i  I.iiiitenant,  Company  K,  Januar)-, 
1864.  A.  A.  A,  G.,  on  Colonel  Morris'  staff.  Died 
June  a,  t864,  from  wound  received  at  North  Anna 
River. 

Lieutenant  James  H.  Morgan  was  a  native  of 
Albany;  studied  law.  Commissioned  First  Lieuten- 
ant, Company  G,  i8th  N.  Y.  Volunteers,  1861; 
re-enltelM  in  Sevendi  N.  Y.  Volunteer  Artillery. 
Taken  prisoner  at  Ream's  Station,  August  25,  1864. 
Died  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  November  21,  1864. 

Lieutenant  Michael  H.  Barckley,  born  in  Kno.x, 
November  15,  1840;  graduated  Union  College, 
186s.  Ridsed  a  Company  in  Knox  and  was  com- 
missioned First  Lieutenant  Company  K,  113th 
Regiment.  He  went  with  his  regiment  through  all 
its  engagements.  Was  wounded  at  Coal  Hiibor, 
and  died  July  6,  1864. 

Lientenant  Charles  8w  Evans,  bom  in  Renaseber- 
ville,  November  10,  1840.  Enlisted,  August  2, 
1862,  Company  K,  7th  Volunteer  Artiller\';  pro- 
moted Lieutenant  Company  1.  June  5,  1.S64,  he 
was  killed  at  Coal  Harbor,  buried  there,  and  his 
body  never  found  afterwards. 

Lieutenant  Charles  L.  Ycardsley  was  bom  in 
West  I  roy,  May  19,  1843.  Enlisted  August  13, 
1862.  Company  II  113th  New  York  \'olunteers; 
was  promoted  Orderly  Sergeant  and  Lieutenant 
April  15,  1864.  He  was  killed  at  Petersburg, 
Va  .  June  3,  1864,  while  leading  the  chaige  of 
Company  G. 

Lieutenant  John  B.  Read,  Adjutant  7th  New 
York  Vplimtcer  Artillery;  was   bom  October 
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Zt  1830^  at  Stnjrvesant,  N.  Y.  Helped  raise  a 
Qiiniaa|T  tat  ll^th  Rc|;iinent,  and  was  commis- 
rioMd  SBCond  Lieotenant  Company  A,  August  4. 
1862.  Was  wounded  at  Coal  Hajbor,  and  left 
within  the  enemy's  lines. 

Sergeant  James  S.  Gerling  was  bom  in  England 
Octcriier  7,  1845.  Came  to  America  when  nine 
Toan  old.  Enlisted  Jaly,  1862,  in  the  i  tjth  Regi- 
ment; promoted  CdryKjruI  and  Sergeant.  Wounded 
in  the  Wilderness  June  3,  1864,  again  August 
S4th,  and  died  October  8,  1 864. 

Seifeant  Geoige  Sanden  was  a  native  of  Eng- 
land; came  to  Albany  when  fbniteen  yean  old. 
Enlisted  August  i,  iS^n.  Company  D  11. ^th  R rai- 
ment He  was  wt)unded  in  tlic  iiead  b\  a  slicil  al  . 
Coal  Harbor,  and  died  in  hospital  June  18,  1864. 
He  was  promoted  Corporal,  April  11,  i86j,  and 
Seigeant,  Jannary  24,  1864. 

Sergeant  William  H.  Bell  was  born  in  Berne 
March  28,  184 1.  Enlisted  August  itt,  1862, 
Company  K,  1 13th  Regiment  He  died  in  tbe  aer- 
vioe,  March  15,  1864. 

SUPPLEMENTARY  NOTICESL 

Colonel  Edward  Frisby  was  bom  in  Trenton, 
N.  Y.,  August  3,  1809.  When  seventeen,  came 
to  Albany;  was  a  batter.    At  dgfateen  he  was 

Corjioral  in  -x  Milit-.i  Company;  prumotcd  Knsisjn, 
891I1  Inlantry,  .St;picnil)er  2,  1S31;  Captain,  August, 
'833;  Major,  March,  1835;  Lieutenant-Colonel, 
September,  1839;  Colonel,  August  1841.  He 
was  ColoMit  of  S5tb  Mlfitia  Regiment,  and  Briga- 
dier-General irth  Brigade.  N.  Y.  M.  He  went 
to  the  trtnit  «ith  the  25th  Miliiia  Regiment,  April, 
1861;  returntd  and  niisal  the  30th  New  York 
Volunteers,  and  was  commissioned  Colonel.  The 
Regiment  left  Albany  June  37,  1861.  He  was 
killed  at  Second  Ball  Ran  batd^  Aogaat  s8, 
1862. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Frederick  Lyman  Tiemain, 
son  of  Hon.  Lyman  Tremaio,  was  bom  in  Dur- 
ham, N.  Y.,  June  13,  1843.    He  attended  Albany 

Academy,  Anthony's  Classical .  Institute,  and  Ho- 
bart  College.  He  enlisted  in  M3di  Regiment, 
raised  a  Company  and  was  promoted  Adjutant; 
he  was  transferred  to  First  Brigade,  'i'bird  Division 
of  the  Cavalry  Corps;  aflerwaids  to  Second  Cavalry 
Pivisiim,  Second  Brigade.  He  was  in  all  the  en- 
gagements with  his  division  under  General  Sheri- 
dan in  the  Wilderness,  Todd  s  Tavern,  Cliildsbuig, 
Meadow's  Bridge,  Richmond  Heights,  Haw's  1 
Shop,  Spottsylvania,  St.  Mary's  Church,  Ream's 
Station,  Malvern  Hill,  Lee's  Mills,  and  others. 
He  was  made  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  loth  New- 
York  Cavalry,  and  was  wounded  at  Dabncy's  Mills 
February  5,  1865,  and  died  three  da^'s  later. 

Captain  Harmon  N.  Menriman,  bom  in  Fnuik- 
lin,  Pa.,  September  19,  1819;  was  a  lawyer. 
Helpe<l  raise  the  Tenth  Regiment;  was  Captain 
Cumpanyll;  w;is  wounded  at  Port  Hudson  May 
37,  1863,  while  leading  his  company,  and  died 
on  his  way  home  July  15,  1863. 

Captain  John  McGuire  was  born  in  Ireland  in 
1839.    Came  to  Albany  in  184$;  was  Sergeant  of 


the  Albany  Worth  Guards;  enlisted  in  25th  New- 
York  Militia  and  served  with  the  R^ment  in 
1861  and  186s.  September,  1863,  he  jmned  175th 

New  York  Volunteers;  was  appointed  First  Lieu- 
tenant and  promoted  Captain.  He  served  with 
Regiment  at  Port  Hudson,  in  Shenandoah  Valle>% 
and  North  Carolina,  where  he  was  killed  by  guer- 
rillas April  15,  1865. 

Lieutenant  James  Williamson  was  born  in  Scot- 
land October  2,  1829.    Was  First  Ijeuleii;in'.  loth 
Regiment,  New  York  Suue  Militia,  July  S,  1S61. 
When  the  Regiment  was  changed  to  i77th  New 
York  VohinteerB,  he  was  apipointed  First  Lieatea- 

aiit  >m[.anv  H.  He  was  in  battles  nf  Poncha- 
tuula  Ain\  Tort  Hudson.  At  tlie  latter  he  was 
killed  M  .iy  .'7,  1863,  while  leading  a  charge. 

Ordcrly-Seigeant  Peter  M.  Shaler  was  bom  in 
Scotland  Mareh  tt,  1843.  Chrne  10  America  at 
the  age  of  10  and  to  Albany  in  I'^sS.  He  joined 
loth  Regiment,  New  York  State  Militia.  Went  to 
war  with  this  Regiment.  Was  wounded  March  24, 
1863,  at  Ponrhatonla,  La.,  and  died  July  18, 
1863. 

Sergeant  Alexander  D.  Rice  was  born  in  Albany 
April  10,  1837.  Enlisted  August  6,  1862.  in 
Company  C,  7th  New  York  Heavy  Artillery,  and 
promoted  Seiveant  He  was  wounded  June  3, 
i8<i4>  at  Cool  Harbor,  and  died  June  tStfa. 

Sergeant  .Vndrew  T.  Hotaling,  Company  \,  was 
bom  ni  New  Baltimore  July  23,  1S38.  Enlisted  in 
Company  A,  7th  New  York  Artillery,  November  7, 
1863;  promoted  Corporal,  December  1, 186s;  Ser- 
geant, May  I,  1863.  Ha  was  woonded  at  Peten- 
burg  June  as,  1864,  and  died  in  hospital  Jaly  26^ 
1864. 

Sergeant  Paul  Quay  w;is  born  in  Knox  July  30, 
1841.  £nUsted  in  the  7th  Regiment  August  i, 
i86«;  taken  iMisoiMr  Jane  16,  1864;  Mat  to  Aa- 
dersonvillcb  aftcrwaids  to  Mitan,  where  he  died  ia 

prison. 

Our  space  admits  of  no  iii'  ire  e\teniietl  notice  of 
the  noble  part  acted  by  Albany  County  in  the 
cruel  War  of  the  Rebellion.  We  aie  inddMed  to 
Dr.  Clark's  "  Heroes  of  Albany  "  for  most  of  our 
facts,  which  we  have  been  obliged  to  express  here 
in  a  very-  conden.sed  form. 

In  the  hictoiy  given  in  this  volume  of  the  Lew 
Benedict  Poet.  George  S.  Dawson  Poat,  and  Lewis 
O.  Morris  Post,  of  the  G.  \.  R.,  will  appear  hoil> 
ored  names  of  some  other  men  ul"  patriotic  hearts 
and  brave  deeds,  wlu)  came  h.ick  troin  that  fearful 
struggle  to  dwell  with  us,  and  carry  on  still  longer 
the  iMittle  of  life  as  osefal  dtisena.  Some  otMn 
will  also  appear  in  the  biltorj  of  OUT  local  military 
organizations. 

To  one  wlio  wishes  to  know  more  of  these  men, 
and  to  keep  their  names  and  deeds  in  lasting  re- 
membrance, we  commend  the  observance  of  Dec- 
oration Day,  when  soldiers  and  citizens  unite  in 
processions,  and  proceed  to  decorate  wiUi  flowers 
the  soldiers'  graves  in  Rural  Cemetery  and  other 
last  resting  places  of  die  dead  patriots  in  this 
vidnity.  Maj  tliis  custom,  and  the  other  appro- 
priate ceremonki  of  the  da/,  kmg  b«  anmialljr 
observed  1 
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WEST  POINT  CADETS. 

The  following  list,  obtabwd  Iroin  the  Adjutant* 
General  in  the  War  Department  at  Washington,  un- 
der dale  of  Jnne  i8,  1855,  contains,  so  far  as  can 

be  a.sce:t.iiin.i]  from  tlie  n-C'  itils  nf  this  department, 
the  names  of  cadets  admitted  to  the  U.  S.  Military 
Academy  at  WeM  PcHOt,  from  Albany  Coonty,  N. 
Y.,  since  1815: 

•Dudley  W.  Allanson,  1818;  William  Blood- 
|00d,  1 81 9;  Stephen  V.  K.  Ry.in.  i8zi;  Horace 
Smith,  1821;  John  R.  B.  Gardcnier,  1823;  Abra- 
ham Van  Buren,  1823;  *Isaac  P.  \'an  Antwerp, 
1823;  *Burriit  Shepherd,  l8a4;  (  hileabS.  Howe, 
1825;  Henry  Vm  RenaseTaer,  1827;  Daniel  P. 
Whitney,  1828;  *Richar(l  Ten  Broctk,  iS'29;  ♦Ed- 
ward Elliott,  1829;  Archibald  Campbell,  1831; 
John  Bratt,  1833;  John  Hillhousc,  1838;  Egbert!. 
Viel^  1843;  Albert  J.  S.  Molinatd>  1847;  *Thomas 

E.  Cdlins,  1 85 1 ;  *Henr7  S.  Hatbert,  1853;  *George 
r.  Peckham,  1854;  William  H.  Harris,  1S5-;  James 

F.  (iregorv,  i86t;  I-eonard  G.  Hun,  1H65;  Henrjr 
P.  Walker,  1869;  *Theodore  P.  Bailev,  1875; 
Daniel  £.  McCarthy,  1S77;  Frank  De  W.  Ramsey, 
i88t;  fWilliani  G.  Thompson,  1885. 

The  establishment  of  a  U.  S.  Mi!ilar}-  AcaJemy 
at  West  Point  was  recommended  by  t jcorge  Wash- 
ington in  1793.  It  was  established  byActofU. 
&  CoDCfcM,  March  la,  i8oa,  and  orgmized  in 
tSf*.  

SPECIAL  OFFICKKS  CONNKriKD  WITH 

SOME  OF  rnr.  indusirii-S  of 

AI.BANV  (  OUNTV. 

Chapter  XL,  Laws  of  1 784,  enacts  that  no  pot 
or  pearl-ashes  shall  be  shipped  for  exportntion 
until  inspected  by  a  properly  appointed  inspector, 
who  shall  start  the  same  out  of  the  casks  and  care- 
fully examine,  try  and  inspe(  t  the  same,  and  sort 
the  same  in  three  different  sorts  if  necessary;  to  be 
placed  in  separate  casks,  well  hoo{>ed  and  coopered, 
and  branded  with  the  quality,  weight,  place  of  in- 
spection, and  name  of  inspector.  His  fees  were 
axpence  per  bnndiedveigfal. 


In  caae  of  anj  diqmte  between  impeclor  and 

owner,  any  magistrate  witbin  the  county  mayiSBOe 
a  warrant  to  three  indiflTerent  judicious  persons  of 
skill  and  integrity— (>nL-  to  be  iianuil  liy  the  owner, 
one  by  the  inspector,  and  one  by  tiie  magistrate — • 
to  be  viewers  to  view  and  aearch  the  said  pot  or 
pearl-ashes  and  report  of  the  quality  thereof  as  soon 
as  conveniently  may  be.  The  fees  and  costs  were  to 
be  paid  Ae  ptriy  againrt  whom  the  report  was 
made. 

Bf  the  Laws  of  1788,  General  Inspectors  of  Lum- 
ber were  authorized,  and  by  Chapter  LIX  of  the 
L-iws  of  1 80 1,  an  inspector  for  the  City  of  Albany 
was  autliurizcd  to  inspect  all  timber,  lioariN,  [  lank 
of  every  kind,  scantling  or  shingles,  before  they  are 
exported  out  of  this  State,  and  mark  with  a  mark- 
ing iron  on  each  hoani,  plank,  or  piece  of  timber 
the  initial  letters  <  if  his  Christian  name  and  surname, 
with  the  iiiinilt-r  of  feet  in  each  board,  plank,  or 
piece  of  timber;  and  no  board  shall  be  marked  as 
merchantable  and  good  but  what  is  at  least  six 
inches  w  ide,  clear  of  sap,  and  shall  be  of  the  actual 
thicknesss  sold  for.  Provided,  however,  that  all 
plank  and  boards  which  .11 1-  It  ss  than  six  inches; 
wide,  clear  of  sap,  may  be  exported  as  s.ip-plank  and 
boards,  if  they  be  of  the  thickness  of  merchantable 
plank  and  boards  and  marked  with  the  letter  "S" 
in  addition  to  the  inspector's  mark.  The  inspectors 
were  not  to  trade  in  lumber,  and  received  37^  tents 
for  each  thousand  fiset,  superficial  measure,  in- 
I  spected;  footteen  cents  per  ton  of  forty  cubic  feet 
for  square  timber;  and  twenty  cents  per  bundle  for 
shingles. 

Chapter  152,  Laws  rif  iSji^  auiliMrizcd  the  per- 
son administering  the  governnunl  of  this  State  to 
appoint  Inspectors  and  Admcasurers  of  Wood  and 
Timber  for  Albany  County,  for  the  term  of  three 
years,  whose  fees  were  12J  cents  for  every  100  feet 
of  timber  inspt  ctcd  and  measuied;  four  cents  per 
cord  for  parcels  of  wood  containing  less  than  ten 
cords,  and  three  cents  per  cord  for  parcels  of  ten 
cords  and  upwards;  besides  his  traveling  fees  of  six 
cents  per  mile.  These  fees  to  be  paid  jointly  by 
the  buyer  and  teller. 


BOARD  OF 


ONE  of  the  most  beneficent  <^  the  deparbnents 
organizeti  by  the  State  and  doing  service  for 

the  whole  State,  is  the  State  lioatd  of  Charities.  It 
is  not  in  our  plan  to  give  a  detailed  history  of  this 
Board,  nor  a  statement  of  the  important  service  it  is 
rendering ;  only  enough  in  a  general  way  to  make 
known  its  organization,  its  object,  and  ^e  nature 
of  its  work;  anil  ilun  to  exhibit,  in  abridged  tabu- 
lar form,  what  it  is  doing  for  Alljany  County  Insti- 
tutions of  Charity. 

A  State  Legislative  Act  was  passed  Mav  aj, 
1867,  providing  that  "the  Governor,  with  ad- 
vice and  con.scnt  of  the  Senate,  shall  appoint 

•LctttkaAcadMiy IwtotinidKHian.  tPfMatcMMi 


CHARITIES. 


I  eight  penona,  one  of  whom  shall  reside  in  each 
judidal  distnct  of  the  State,  to  be  desienated 

I  as  the  Board  of  State  Commissioners  of  Public 
1  Chanties."    Their  term  of  office  was  to  be  eight 
years;  but  the  firtt  appointed  were  to  be  classed  so 
1  that  one  should  go  out  each  year,  the  place  to  be 
I  filled  by  the  appointing  poweras  above.    In  1870, 
the  I.ieutenant-Cjovernor,  Secretary  of  State,  Cnnif)- 
troller  and  Attorney-General  were  made  members 
of  the  Board,  ex-officio. 

The  Commissionen^  by  this  statute  have  full 
power  to  inquire  into  the  financial  condition  of 
the  institutions  niidcr  their  care;  to  examine  into 
tbQ  methods  of  in&truglion  and  management  of 
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the  conduct  of  officers;  condition  of  buiU- 
inn;  nd  all  other  matters  pertaiaiof  to  their  oa^ 
lamea&   Under  this  aspect  of  its  diraes  the  Board 

is  constituted  the  "moral  eye"  i  f  t!ie  State,  and 
its  adviser  in  relation  to  the  tunUiUun  and  care  of 
the  unfortunate  classes  under  its  guardian  care. 
For  these  services  the  members  of  the  fioard  re- 
oove  no  conpensatkm  other  dum  reimbiirsement 
for  actual  expenses. 

The  first  Board  of  Commissioners  were  duly 
appointed  and  confinned  in  January,  1858.  and 
were  aa  follows:  First  Distnct,  Nathan  Bishop; 
Seoond  District,  Harvey  G.  Eastman;  Third  Dis- 
trict, John  V.  T„  Pruyn;  Fourth  District,  F.dward 
G.  Foster;  Fifth  District,  Theodore  W.  Dwiglu; 
Sixth  District,  Samuel  F.  Miller;  Seventh  Dis- 
trict, Martin  A,  Anderson;  Eighth  District,  F.  H. 
hmea,  Two  of  these  oomiiiiaaioiMis»  Means. 
Foster  and  Miller,  are  memben  of  the  pnasnt 
Board. 

Little  was  accomplished  durmg  the  brief  term 
of  Henry  C  Lake,  the  first  Secretary.  Dr.  Charles 
&  Hoyt,  who  was  chiefly  instmmentai  in  the  legal 

estahlis!imt-nt  of  this  Board,  was  made  Secretary 
of  the  Bo.ird,  June  5,  1868.  The  wisdom  of  this 
choice  has  been  proved  by  the  remarkable  fidelity 
and  aoGcess  with  which  he  has  dischancd  the 
daties  of  the  oflke  ever  rinee;    The  work  of  the 

Secretary  had  so  much  inrrcasoc!,  that  in  1874  the 
present  Assistani-.^ecretary,  Hon.  James  O.  Fan- 
ning, received  his  appointment  It  was  a  most 
fitting  selection,  as  a  bithful  service  of  eleven  years 
has  nnown.  Macfa  of  d>e  ont-door  work  has  oome 
upon  him;  anrl  nearly  all  of  those  arduous  duties 
connected  with  the  office,  such  .xs  correspondence, 
collecting  facts,  and  preparing  and  distributing  re- 
ports and  other  documents,  have  been  his  special 
charge. 

Hon.  John  \'  T..  Pruyn,  of  Albany,  a  nobleman, 
one  of  the  origmatitrs  of  this  Hoard,  and  its  first 
President,  died  November  2,  1S77.  Rev.  Dr.  M. 
B,  Anderson  succeeded  him  only  a  short  tim^ 
when  Hon.  WIRam  P.  Letchwoi^,  the  present  de- 
voted and  judicious  President,  was  elected. 

By  the  statutes  of  May  21  anil  June,  1873,  the 
name  of  the  lioard  was  changed  to  The  .State  Board 
of  Charities.  Its  membership  was  increased  to 
eleven,  and  additional  powers  were  conferred  npon 
it  The  right  of  supervisory  visitation  was  extended 
to  all  charitable,  reformatory  or  correctional 
insiiiutions,  except  prisons.  Even  j)rivate  asy- 
lums are  included.  By  this  act  any  person  or 
association  is  prohihilM  ftom  establidting  any 
aqrtnm  or  institution  of  any  sort  for  the  custody 
or  treatment  of  the  insane  without  obtaining  a 
hcense  therefor  from  this  lioard.  It  provides,  al.so, 
for  the  appointment  of  a  State  Commissioner  of 
Lonsicy,  who  i%  «ar  ci^Ecw,  a  member  of  this  Bo«td. 


When,  in  1873,  the  act  relating  to  State  paupers 
was  passed  by  the  LegisUtore^  Albany  was  (elected 
as  one  of  the  five  ooonties  of  the  State  for  dieir  re- 
ception, support  and  care.   It  thus  cime  to  have 

i  a  State  Alms-honse.  'I'he  acconunoJations  of- 
fered were  for  two  hundred  persons,  in  I  <i.^o  per 
week  was  to  be  the  price  of  support  At  first 
seventeen  males  and  one  female  were  asrigned.  Of 
these,  one  died,  the  ist  of  January,  1874,  two  ab- 
sconded, and  nine  were  removed  from  the  State  as 
not  belonging.  'litis  policy  of  determining  the  legal 
reatdoice  of  paupers  and  relieving  the  Sttte  of  the 
borden  of  their  support  by  die  removal  of  non-res- 
idents.- has  ever  since  been  carried  on. 

December  31,  1874,  there  were  in  .Mbany  County 
Alms-house,  thirty-five  children  bom  in  that  insti- 
tadon  during  the  year.  Only  three  of  these  now 
remaiiL  The  dependent  children  in  this  coanty 
sre,  as  fast  as  possible,  placed  in  \'arious  asylums 
in  Albany.  In  1875,  the  whole  number  was  be- 
tween three  and  four  hundred.  The  price  paid  for 
their  mainteiunce  is  ^1.50  per  week. 

Moch  might  be  wrmen  concerning  the  vast 
amount  of  ^  I'  in;^  i  f  expfmiiture  bv  the  judicious 
oversight  aiul  iinu.igctni.nt  of  this  Board  in  regu- 
lalinj,'  the  lavish  out-door  relief;  in  the  organization 

I  of  productive  labor  in  the  poor-houses;  in  remand- 
ing to  their  own  country  large  nnmbos  of  foreign 
paupers;  in  relicvini;  i>ur  own  citizens  from  the 

j  burden  of  their  support,  and  transferring  them  to 

I  those  persons  w  ptaoes  upoB  whom  it  hi  eqni^ 
should  devolve. 

I  It  is  also  jnstly  daimed  dnt,  by  the  watdrfblneaa 
and  care  of  this  Board,  there  has  come  to  be  a  greatly 
improved  condition  of  the  poor-houses,  a  better  un- 
derstanding of  the  objects  and  purposes  of  orphan 

1  asylums,  hoqMtals,  and  like  charities;  a  general  im- 

f  provement  in  the  treatment  and  care  of  the  insane 
ami  idi'  ts:  nn  equitable  law  carefully  carried  out 
rcljtin^'  to  the  settlement  of  iiaup>ers;  in  short,  more 
intelligence,  iiKire  cc'-iiomy,  less  taxation  and  less 
wrong-doii^  in  the  management  of  oar  unfar- 
twaate  classes  than  before  tms  Stale  Board  was  es- 
tablished. 

We  close  our  brief  article  with  a  tUnilatcd  state- 
ment of  the  names  of  the  institutions  in  the  County 
i  of  Albany  under  the  supervision  of  the  State  Board 
I  of  CharHtes,  snd  givmg  the  principal  items  of 
general  interest,  so  far  as  figures  CSn  give  tbos,  at 
intervals  of  five  years. 

We  take  occasion  here  to  put  on  record  that  the 
I  New  York  State  Asylum  for  Idiots  was  first  located 
I  in  Albany  Cbonty.    It  commenced  its  nsdnl  work 
in  the  Ctty  of -Mbany,  October,  1851,  and  was  re- 
moved to  Getldes,  near  Syracuse,  in  September, 
1S55.    Tlie  number  of  pupils  admitted  during  that 
.  period  were,  in  1851,  S3;  in  i8$a,  26;  in  185^ 
I  17;  in  1854,  8. 
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TABLE  I. 
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8l 
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14 
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POR  TBB  Yba*. 

Total 

ExnNSITOBM. 

Numbbr 

SutfORTRD 

OVRIIIO 
THBYkAR. 

NuinRR 

DnCHAROSD 

NraoBR 

RRMAOtlHO 

AT  Bud  or 
Yrar. 

1870  

'875  

^ss.g^is  77 

35,000  00 

40,000  oo 

'  35,000  00 

53,000  00 
27.500  00 

40^300  00 

$32,625  CH 
3,420  02 
4,086  70 

»tJ0  75 

$32,206  00 
3.345  80 
3.a«9  39 
5^05 
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57 

4 

8 
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s 
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•9 
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UNITED  STATES  OFFICERS,  PUBLIC  BUILDINGS 


OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


7Mi£      TMWCTiy,  XdMovw 


THE  United  Statks  AR-iFVAi  is  in  the  township 
of  Watervliet,  wiilnn  the  h  lundaiy  of  ilie  viliaj^e 
Ol  West  Troy;  having  ilu-  Hudson  River  on  the 
east,  the  Watervliet  Turnpike  and  hone  railroad 
pQftdng  through  the  grounds  on  •  line  with  the 
river,  and  the  Eric  Canal  nnininp  through  the 
depot  inclosurc.  between  the  Irunt  .uul  rear  build- 
ings, over  which  aie  two  bridges.  The  local  posi- 
tion is  distant  noriheaitt  from  the  new  Capitol,  Al- 
benf,  six  miles;  nearljr  opposite  the  Ci^  of  Trof; 
and  in  latitude  42  decree-;  43  minutes  and  9 
seconds,  and  longitude  73  degrees  42  minutes  and 
7  seconds. 

The  establishment  was  located  here  in  181 3, 
upon  about  it  •oes  of  hmd  which  was  the  original 

purchase,  and  was  commenced  in  1814  under  the 
direction  of  Colonel  George  Bumford,  i4  the  ord- 
nance department;  after  which  it  was  under  the 
supervision  of  Major  Daliba,  an  officer  of  the  same 
department,  who  matured  many  of  its  details,  and 
introduced  an  excellent  s\stem  fif  economy  and 
police  regulations.  I  hesc  fnsi  t»!litcrs  have  been 
succeeded  by  the  following: 

Colonel  ialcott,  General  W.  J.  Worth,  Major 
Baker,  Major  Sjrmington,  Major  Mordecai.  Colonel 
Tboniton,  Colonel  Hagner,  Brevet-Captain  O.  E. 
Hichaelis,  Colonel  Bultington,  Colonel  Mordecai, 
Giptains  Michaelis,  Metcalfe  and  Voung. 

The  area  of  territory  has  been  enlai:ged  by  several 
paichases,  and  cessions  from  the  Sttte.  At  this 
time  the  reservation  contains  log  acres,  the  whole 
inclosed  by  a  wall  eight  feet  high,  e.xcepl  on  the 
east  front,  where  there  is  an  iron  fence  which 
allows  an  open,  clear  outlook  to  the  river. 

The  river  front  is  1,600  feet  long,  800  feet  of 
wliich  is  fini>hed,  at  a  cost  of  $50,000,  as  a  stone 
wharf,  where  ves.sels  as  large  as  any  navigating  the 
upper  Huilson  tan  unload.  From  the  river  it  e.\- 
tenda  westward,  with  a  width  of  1,700  feet  to  the  Erie 
Otsal,  which  pasm  dirough  about  600  feet  from  the 
river,  and  thence  in  triangular  shape  to  a  p<:)int  about 
i,ocx>  Icet  from  the  canal,  and  within  200  feet  of 
the  Delaware  and  Hudson  Cand  Co.'s  railroad. 

The  area  within  the  inclosure  now  unoccupied 
is  arranged  with  taste,  and  skill  has  been  exercised 
in  comhinini;  the  useful  with  the  agreeable.  All 
the  api»(  liiitinents  and  construction  of  buildings  are 
ueaily  |icrlect.  Hie  roadways  are  substantial  and 
made  of  gravel  interlaid  with  tlag-slunc  walks, 
while  the  spaces,  or  portions  unoccupied,  are  kept 
in  lawns  and  garden  plats,  which,  with  the  many 
shade  trees,  wd  to  the  general  attractiveness. 


The  present  pennanent  building-;  re(]uired  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  \ariuus  bianches  con- 
nected with  the  Arsenal,  as  well  as  ofhces,  residen- 
ces and  quarters,  are  arranged  with  admirable  skill 
with  reference  to  their  convenience  and  specu! 
purpose  of  economic  adaptibility.  They  are  con- 
structed of  br.ck  and  iron,  in  plain,  .solid  masonry, 
without  elaborate  architectural  design,  and  pre- 
sent a  military  appearancei,  increased  by  the  war 
supp'ies,  and  omamrated  with  many  memorial 
tri  phies  of  former  victories  on  land  and  sea,  dis- 
tributed over  the  vacant  spaces  witiiin  the  inclos- 
ure. The  buildings,  more  than  ihii^  In  all,  are 
painted  and  kept  in  repair. 

During  the  Rebelhon  this  arsenal  employed 
1,500  men,  and  in  some  departments  work  was 
continued  day  and  nit;ht  to  fill  the  requisitions  for 
ordnance  supplies  for  our  armies  during  their  con- 
tinuous engagements.  The  Quantity,  variety  and 
quality  of  me  lisnes  made  ana  forwavded  day  by 
day,  for  many  months,  demonstrates  the  special 
advantages  of  this  Site  for  rapidly  manufacturing 
military  supplies,  and  shipping  them  in  all  direc- 
tions and  at  all  seasons  bince  that  time  the  erec- 
tion of  a  new  system  of  store-rooms  and  shops,  with 
increased  motive  power,  improved  machinery  of 
many  kinds,  and  other  facilities  of  recent  introduc- 
tion and  modern  invention,  have  greatly  enlarged 
the  capabilities  and  relative  completeness  of  the  es- 
tablishment, whidi  will  now  accommodate  a  larger 
force  of  workmen  and  insure  greater  promptness. 

The  more  recent  improvements  are  a  com- 
pleted range  of  two-story  shops,  inclosing  three 
sides  of  a  square,  465  feet  front  and  joo  deep;  this 
block,  built  of  brick  and  iron,  is  of  the  most  ap- 
proved style  for  working  purposes,  and  supplied 
with  double  steam  engines  as  well  as  with  water 
power  from  tiie  taiial,  the  use  of  which  is  secured 
by  perpetual  grant,  for  privileges  granted  to  the 
Sute.  Conne^ed  with  this  varaable  syetem  of  oon- 
venient  shops,  the  i>ennanent  quarters,  barracks, 
store-houses,  timber  and  carriage  stores,  and  all 
other  fixed  structures  are  well  supplied  with  every 
necessary  modem  convenience,  and  many  improve- 
ments which  contribute  to  the  health,  comfort  and 
well-being  of  all,  have  received  careful  attention. 

Independent  of  the  extensive  iron  manufacturing 
estalilisiitneiits  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  there  are 
advantages  in  the  geographical  location  and  iiacili- 
tieafor  transportation  of  materials  and  sapfrties 
which  command  consideration  from  the  general 
Government,  to  permanently  establish  this  depot  on 
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a  Male  of  national  magnitude  and  impnitancc,  coni- 
menniiate  with  the  resources  and  demands  ot  a 
people .l^hO  tie  pRNld  of  their  ability  to  maintain 
public  improvniMnii  creditable  to  the  military  de> 
paitment  of  this  Republic. 

This  establishment  is  under  the  Ordnance  Bu- 
reau of  the  Wax  Department  at  Washington,  and 
in  all  its  arrangements,  and  in  VKxj  deuil,  refer- 
ence has  been  thoroughly  repwwnlcd  in  the  con- 
struction of  pennanent  improvements  as  to  de- 
gance,  durability  and  order;  and  the  general 
working  force  is  most  admirably  selected  with 
regard  to  their  actnal  value  and  capacitjr  for  snb- 
stantial  lesolti. 

This  is  one  of  tfie  national  aisenats  ranking  as 
first-class,  and  is  dcsiijnod  to  be  the  principal 
depot  for  military  stores,  arms  and  equipments  in 
the  Nocthem  States;  i\so  for  the  manonctnt^iepair 
and  storage  of  irar  material  and  militair  equipagssi 
and  supphes  for  every  branch  oF  the  tnfiuitiy  and 
cavalry  service,  including  foriificiii' m  munitirms. 

The  cost  of  the  buildings  for  arsenal  purposes, 
including  all  necessary  structures,  machinery,  im- 
provements, mannfcctuies,  andstons,  areeatiinated 
at  $1,500^000,  and  value  of  raw  material  used 
daring  the  year,  f^c.o-o;  averapr  number  em- 
ployed, 130,  including  4  officers  and  30  soldiers. 
The  original  cost  of  all  the  land  is  aboQt  f  57,00a 
Under  inro^er  regulations  tbe  public  have  access  10 
this  establishment,  and  it  is  well  wortfiy  of  •  visit 

Upon  a  map  of  the  arscnil  grounds  in  1878 
there  were  the  following  buildings: 

Guard-house;  office;  Qiuutermasters  office  and 
engine-house;  iron  store-boose;  woeksbooe^  con- 
taining eight  departments;  tnrtrines,  boOer  and 
engine-rooms;  arsenals,  two;  laboratory;  officers' 
quarters,  two;  commanding  officers'  quarters;  ar- 
tdlery  store-house;  cottages  for  enlisted  men,  four; 
brick  stables,  two;  hoepital;  barracks;  ice-houses, 
two;  nitre  store;  timber  store-houses,  six;  carriage 
sheds;  proof-hou^;  tank-honse;  magaidncs^  two; 
carriage  sheds,  1 2. 

In  the  year  1813  the  United  States  purcliased 
two  lots  of  land  from  lames  Gibbons  and  wi£^ 
upon  which  were  located  the  firM  buildings  of  the 
arsenal.  The  deed  to  these  lands  is  recorded  in 
the  County  Clerk's  office,  in  iJook  of  Deeds  No.  S9, 
pages  S3,  S4f  uid  15.  The  following  estiacts  are 
given: 

*'TMs  Indentnte,  made  the  t4th  day  of  July,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord,  1813,  Between  James  Gib- 
bons and  Esther,  his  wife,  of  the  first  part,  and  the 
people  of  the  United  States  of  the  second  part, 
Witneasetb,  That  the  said  party  of  the  first  part,  for 
and  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  two  thousand  five 
hundred  and  eighty-five  dollars,  current  lawful 
money  of  the  United  States,  do  grant,  bargain, 
sdl,  demise,  release,  and  confirm  unto  the  said 
pai^  cS  tbe  second  part,  and  to  their  successors 
and  assinis  forever,  All  that  certain  lot,  piece,  or 
parcel  01  land  situate,  lying  and  being  in  the  village 
of  Gibbonsvdle,  in  the  town  of  Watervliet,  in  the 
County  of  Albany,  in  the  Stale  of  New  York,  and 
*  *  *  containing  one  acre  and  fourteen  perches 
of  kad.   Abo  all  tut  one  other  certain  lo^  ineoe^ 


or  parcel  of  land  situate,  Ijnng,  and  being  io 
Gibbonsville  aforesaid  and  *  *  *  containiiy 
eleven  acres  three  roods  and  fourteen  perches." 

The  first  cession  of  lands  by  tbe  State  to  the 
United  States,  is  found  in  5^1  edition  R.  SL,  page 
93,  in  pursuance  to  the  act  pasted  March  51, 181$, 

as  follows: 

"And  also  all  diat  certain  piece  or  parcel  of  bad 
sitnate  in  the  town  of  Watervliet,  in  the  Coui^of 
Albany,  and  State  aforesaid,  at  a  place  called  ub- 

bonsville,  on  which  is  also  erected  an  Arsenal  and 
other  buildings  belonging  to  the  United  States, 
bounded  as  follows,  to  wit:  ♦  *  *  The  United 
States  are  to  retain  such  jurisdiction  so  long  **  »i<i 
tract  shall  be  applied  to  the  use  of  proviolng  ibr 
the  defense  an(l  safety  of  the  .said  State  and  n  ■ 
longer.  The  jurisdiction  so  ceded  does  not  pre- 
vent the  ezecuti  ri  on  said  tracts  of  any  proces, 
civil  or  criminal,  under  tbe  authority  of  dib  Staif^ 
nor  prevent  the  laws,  not  incompatible  with  Ae 
purf)ose  for  which  such  cession  was  madc^  fiuB 
operating  within  the  bountis  of  said  tract  " 

Included  in  this  Act  is  the  followii^:  "The 
United  Sutes  have  also  jurisdiction  over  a  tract  of 
land  in  the  town  of  Watervliet.  vti  the  Conntr  of 
'  Albany.such  jurisdiction  having  been  ceded  f>rthc 
defense  and  safety  of  this  State  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Land  Office  ponuant  to  the  act 
passed  March  so,  1,807.  " 

Second  cession. — Chapter  53s  of  tbe  Laws  of 
1830,  cedes  to  the  United  States  of  America,  "fi» 
the  purpose  of  erecting  and  maintaining  thcrecB 
arsena     iii  igazines,  dockyards,  and  other  nec«»- 
saiy  buildings,  jurisdiction  of  tbe  State  over  all 
that  certain  tract,  piece  or  parcel  of  land,  rftosM^ 
lying  and  bein^'  in  the  town  of  WatL-rvliet,  iodie 
County  o(  Albany,  and  bounded  as  follows:  *  *•  ■ 
together  with  all  the  land  under  water  lying  opp'> 
site  and  westeriy  of  tbe  described  premises,  whidi  | 
has  been  heretofore  granted  by  letters  patent  lo 
Jamc;  Gibbcm-;  by  the  people  of  the  i^tate  of  N'e* 
York,  l)ut  .ihvays  exce|)ting  and  reserving,  out  ot 
the  lands  above  described,  the  land  occupied  h) 
tbe  Erie  Canal,  one  rod  on  each  side  thereof  and 
also  the  public  highway." 

The  State  retains  concurrent  jurisdiction  for  tbe 
execution  of  all  m  il  process  therein,  and  of  crim- 
inal protcHs  for  offenses  committed  widiout  the 
said  tract  of  land.  The  United  Sute  are  to  Rttin 
jurisdiction  only  so  long  as  the  ceded  badi  sie 
used  for  the  purposes  named  in  the  act. 

Third  ces>ion.  —Chapter  96  of  the  Laws  of  1833. 
cedes  jurisdiction  over  an  additional  tract  in  said  [ 
town  "  bounaed  as  follows,  to  wil:  •  ♦  •  conuiB- 
ing  thirty-eight  and  one-ttndi  of  an  acre,  esosfNiaf 
and  reserving  out  one  rod  in  width  alontr  the 
side  of  the  Erie  Canal,  subject  to  the  iaine  (.uDd>*  ; 
tions  as  the  tracts  first  conveyed.'"  I 

Fourth  cession. — Chapter  337,  Laws  of  Ne« 
York,  April  14,  1859.    "A«>  Act  vesHag  in  *•  i 
l*nit!.d  States  of  America  jurisdiction  OfSrao*  I 
i  tain  piece  of  land  in  the  village  of  West  trof,  ■  1 
I  the  County  of  Albany,  bounded  as  follows,  to 
wit:"— Widi  tbe  same  conditions  as  pre*>o<i* 
I  conveyanoeSi 
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In  1825,  James  Gibbons  agreed  to  sell  to  the  I  uined  from  Esther  Gibbons,  his  widow  and  execu- 

State  forty  acres  of  land,  at  three  hundred  dollars  j  irix.     Some  additions  have  been  made  by  the 

per  acre.    He  failed  to  give  a  deed  before  his  purchase  of  several  contiguous  lots, 

death,  and  April  28,  1828,  the  property  was  ob-  | 


GOVERNMENT  BUILDING. 

The  Government  Building  is  a  granite  structure, 
located  on  Broadway,  corner  of  State  street. 

The  marked  progress  of  Albany,  with  its  in- 
creased business,  largely  due  to  the  concentration 
here  of  river,  canal,  and  railroads  oflfering  almost 
unparalleled  facilities  for  inland  transportation  of 
every  variety  of  merchandise,  was  brought  to  the 
consideration  of  the  general  GovernmenL  Influ- 
ence of  prominent  citizens  was  successful  in  secur- 
ing the  erection  of  a  buildinp^  for  the  transaction 
ol  Government  business.  The  Post-office  and 
'other  Federal  offices  had  for  all  past  jxars  de- 
pended upon  rented  apartments. 

The  first  definite  action  was  taken  by  Congress, 
March  21,  1872,  when  an  act  was  passed,  having 
for  its  object  the  erection  of  a  building  at  Albany 
for  Government  purposes,  the  cost  of  which  was 
limited  to  $350,000.  At  this  time  no  appropria- 
tion was  made,  as  it  was  required  that  the  site  be 
given  by  the  City  of  Albany. 

After  viewing  several  locations  selection  of  the 
Exchange  Building  and  lot  was  made,  and  purchased 
by  the  city  at  a  cost  of  $100,000,  and  accepted 
by  the  Government;  but  the  aresj  of  this  lyt  was 


I  considered  too  small  for  the  purposes.    The  act 

i  of  March  3,  1873,  appropriated  $150,000  for  the 
purchase  of  the  .Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  Bank 
property  on  the  north,  separated  by  Exchange 
street  Again,  June  3,  1874,  Congress  appropri- 
ated $5,000  additional  for  the  site.  This  made 
the  total  cost  to  the  city  and  Government  $225,000. 
In  December,  1875,  work  of  razing  the  Ex- 
change Building  was  commenced,  and  continued 
until  March,  1876.  Work  was  then  suspended  be- 
cause Congress  had  failed  to  set  a  limit  to  the  cost 
of  the  contemplated  building.  In  March,  1877, 
an  act  was  passed  limiting  the  cost  to  $500,000. 
This  necessitated  a  new  plan;  and  the  present, 
which  is  Italian  Renaissance,  was  adopted  in  place 
of  the  original  design,  which  was  an  elaborate 
Gothic. 

In  June,  1877,  work  was  resumed,  and  the  cor- 
ner-stone laid  with  Masonic  ceremonies,  May  7, 
1879.  The  appropriation  having  been  used,  work 
was  discontinued  in  November,  1883,  leaving 
some  portions  incomplete,  but  with  many  apart- 
ments ready  for  occupancy. 

The  revenue  officials  were  the  first  to  take  pos- 
session of  the  new  building  in  December.  1883. 
'I^ben  followed  the  Post-office,  January  i,  i88|. 
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OtHer  Government  offidftb  took  poatMadon  of  their 

ieveral  apartments  during 

The  walls  of  the  building  arcul  ml  granite,  which 
is  fire-proof  in  construction  and  material.  It 
measures  113  feet  froat,  on  Broadway;  126  feet 
rear,  on  Deui  street;  and  150  feet  on  Slate  and 
Fxchange  streets.  It  is  three  stories  high,  with 
man.sard  roof  and  towers  on  each  corner  carried 
up  an  additional  story.  The  main  tower,  on  the 
comer  of  Broadway  aod  State,  is  apptopriated 
10  dte  United  Sutet  Sgnal  Service  or  Weather 
Barean. 

The  basement,  which  extends  under  the  whole 
building,  is  us<:  I  I  r  heating  purposes,  receiving 
and  shipping  mail  matter,  and  bonded  warehouse. 

The  roof  is  oonstracted  ofirtm,  copper  and  tin. 
The  stairways  are  of  iron  and  slate,  with  oak  hand- 
rails. The  corridors  are  spaciuus,  well  lighted, 
with  floors  covered  with  tiles.  All  doors.  ca?iements 
and  molding  are  solid  white  oak.  The  venlila> 
tion  and  heating  arrangements  are  moft  admiiable 
in  every  apartment  .Ml  the  rooms  are  spaciotis. 
elegantly  finished,  and  splendidly  lighted.  Kvcry 
office  is  supplied  with  all  needed  accommodations 
for  comfort  and  convenience;  while  the  furniture, 
desks  and  book-cases  are  of  vdnut  and  oak,  made 
substantial  and  for  service. 

The  different  floors  are  reached  by  easy  stair- 
ways or  elevators.  Tlie  approaches  to  the  l)uild- 
ing  are  cut  granite,  and  the  side-walks  smooth 
patent  slabs.  The  bnildiag  is  a  model  hi  all  its 
details. 

The  total  cost  thus  far  is  $627, 148.  The  super- 
intendents of  I'jii-niK  tion  luucbcen  resident  archi- 
tects. P!dward  Ogden  was  the  first  superintendent, 
who  had  charge  after  removing  the  old  Exchange 
Building  and  the  building  of  the  foundation.  Mr. 
George  II.  Scar  had  charge  of  putting  up  the  base- 
ment. Mr.  Walter  Dick-on  wms  then  placet!  in 
chaige,  and  under  his  superintendence  the  building 
was  completed.  Colonel  William  E.  Fitch  was 
clerk»  and  Mr.  John  £.  Todd,  master  medtanifc 

THE  ALBANY  FOSTOPFICE 

Is  located  in  the  Government  Building,  and  oc- 
cupies the  first  floor  and  part  of  the  basement. 

There  is  no  reliable  evidence  that  any  general  mail 
or  postal  service  was  instituted  or  maintained  by 
the  colonial  goveroment  at  Albany,  nor  was  it  a 
postal  pout.and  during  the  Revolntion  each  party 
was  dependent  upon  its  own  methods  for  convey- 
ing information  or  communicating  with  distant 
points. 

The  earliest  traveled  route  from  Albany  was  to 
New  Yoric,  the  Hudson  River,  and  at  the  com- 
mencement of  hostilities  the  settlements  near  Al- 
bany were  only  outposts  and  centers  for  the  collec- 
tion of  trade  antl  tralfic.  Mixles  of  communication 
and  conveyance  were  primitive  and  conducted  by 
parties  directly  interested.  This  condition  was 
somewhat  improved  or  modified  during  ho.stilities 
by  opening  new  roails  or  avenues  for  convex  ing 
supplies  and  o  unniunicating  with  llic  army.  These 
in  time  became  post  roads,  and  were  extended  to 


more  datant  aettkmenls,  leadiing  many  mOcs  lixmi 

'  Albany. 

The  introduction  of  practical  improvements  and 
the  rapid  development  irtiie  country,  necessitated 
some  method  by  which  the  people  could  commu- 
nicate widi  distant  places;  and  the  new  Government 
was  prompt  in  establishing  the  post-office  depart- 
ment for  the  rapid  transmission  and  safe  delivery  of 
mad  matter  to  all  available  settlements. 

The  following  facts  and  records  connected  with 
the  early  history  of  the  general  post-office  ara 
gathered  from  the  acts  of  the  Provincial  CoPgieaa* 
At  the  sesion  held  July  26,  1775, 

"  Nesohvil.  That  a  ^V>^^lna'^tcr-(^^.•ncraI  be  SI|H 
pointed  for  these  United  Colonies,  to  hold  office 
for  one  year,  and  to  hold  his  ofSce  at  Philadelphia, 
and  he  shall  receive  a  salary  of  one  tbonsaod  dol> 
lars  a  year." 

Benjamin  Franklin  rcMtved  Ae  tiit  appoint- 
ment. 

"A'es<,/:n/,  Tliat  a  line  of  jiosts  be  appointed 
umitr  the  direction  of  the  Postmaster-General, 
from  Falmouth,  in  New  England,  to  Savannah,  in 
Georgia." 

July  8,  1776.  —  "I?i  <iiho/,  That  the  postm. asters, 
w  hile  in  oflice,  be  excuse<i  from  military  duty  ;  * 
anil  August  8,  1776,  it  was  "Resolved,  That  llie 
post-riders  be  exempt  from  military  duty." 

In  1777  three  new  routes  were  established: 
from  Casco  Bay  to  Philadelphia;  from  Pbiiadelphtn 
to  Edenion,  N.  C ;  and  from  Edienton  to  Savannah. 
In  1780,  packets,  and' other  veasds  in  die  Conti- 
nental Service,  were  to  carry  letters  and  deposit 
them  in  the  nearest  oflice  to  the  post  where  ihey 
shall  arrive. 

October  18,  178a,  ordinance  «as  made  fornsw 
nlating  the  pott-office  in  die  United  States  of 

America.    .Ml  posimasfeis  were  to  subscribe  to  a 
general  oadi;  post-riders  were  appointed.  Postage 
was  establishird  at  the  following  IMCS  itt  peuijr- 
weighu  and  grains  of  silver,  estimating  eadi  peuqr- 
weight  at  five-ninetieths  of  a  doUar,  or  five  and  fiie- 
ninth  cents  :  for  any  distance  not  exceeding  60 
I  miles,  one  pennyweight,  eight  grains;  less  than  100 
I  miles,  two  pennyweights;  100  to  aco  mile^  two 
I  pennyweights^  sixteen  grains.  Sixteen  gialaa  for 
every  additioiial  too  miles — for  single  sheets.  A 
packet  of  one  ounce  was  ctjual  to  four  letters. 
Post-riders  could  carry  newspapers,  if  licensed. 

SqHember  7,  1785.— "  .^<saA«/,  That  the  Post- 
master-General be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized, 
j  and  instructed,  to  enter  into  contract  for  the  con- 
,  veyance  of  the  mails  by  the  sta^'c  carriages  from 
the  City  of  New  York  to  the  City  of  Albany,  ac- 
cording to  the  accustomed  route. 

"No  paper  money  to  be  received  for  postage." 
The  history  of  the  Albany  Post-oflice,  as  a 
Government  institution,  dates  from  1783,  when 
Abraham  Yates  was  the  first  postmaster  under  the 
Provincial  Congress.*  The  records  previous  to  this 
time  give  very  little  information  on  the  subject. 
It  appears  that  postal  facilities  were  limited  to  in- 

■  tt  i*  wid  Ikai  Colaad  Heuty  Vaa  bUuukU  Mrred  u  posuiuMc 
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dMdmt  eoterprise,  and  mesnges  were  tent  1^  river 

conveyance  to  N'ew  York,  and  pou-ridcrs  to  other 
points.  This  method  for  the  distribution  of  public 
or  private  correspondence  with  neighboring  coun- 
ties was  continued  for  several  yean,  and  to  some 
ports  of  this  county  as  late  as  i8aa 

The5;e  ndpr<;  met  at  certain  points  and  inter- 
changed Ictit  Tb  und  papers.  The  shrill  blast  of  the 
postman's  horn  gave  notice  to  the  waiting  maiden 
at  the  farm-gate  that  be  bad  somethiog  for  her  or 
the  family,  after  delivering^  which,  he  hastened  on 

his  journey.  W'lien  the  business  was  not  remuner- 
ative, subicriptions  were  made  among  the  citizens 
who  were  interested  in  their  continuance. 

Post-riders  were,  in^  time,  iollowed  bjr  stage- 
coaches; these  by  steamboatsi  The  introdnction 
of  railroads  made  :i  marvellous  chanije  in  the  trans- 
mission and  rapiti  conveyance  of  all  post.*!  matter, 
as  well  as  in  an  increase  in  the  post-offices.  At 
this  date  only  a  few  offices  in  the  county  receive 
their  mail  by  the  antiquated  atage<oach.  The 
sever,',!  lines  i  .f  r  it!n  *ads  which  leave  Albany  traverse 
the  county  in  tuan)  liiicctions,  and  pass  through 
nearly  all  the  jMj-t  villages,  distributing  mails  daily. 

In  1785,  Albany  served  for  Gieenbnsb,  Schenec- 
tady, Oieny  Valk^,  Uiange  and  Dotcbesi  Conn- 
ties,  and  letters  were  advertised  for  Vermont. 

In  1776  post-mails  were  received  twice  a  week 
from  New  York.  -At  tins  iiim-  a  mail  was  re- 
ceived once  a  week  trum  Springfield,  Massachusetts. 
Other  routes  and  extensions  were  made  in  1789  and 
1790,  reaching  west,  the  post  leaving  Albany  on 
Mondav  rt)r  ."^cheiiectady,  lohnsluvui,  Canajoharie, 
Fort  Plain,  Fort  Hunter,  and  arrived  at  Warrens- 
bush  on  Friday;  returning  to  Albany  on  the  fol- 
lowing Monday. 

About  this  tinv"  m.iils  \\  ere  sent  to  Vermont  and 
other  towns  as  far  ;is  Hiiosic,  ami  in  1791  92 
the  Postmaster-General  e.viended  the  post-routes 
from  Albany  to  Bennington  and  Burlington,  Vl 
In  1794  there  were  live  post  rontei  from  Albany. 
The  first  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  to  New  York 
once  a  week;  the  second.  nLirtli,  by  w.iy  of  Lan- 
singburgh,  Uennington,  .Manchester,  Rutland  and 
Middlebuiy,  to  Burlington,  Vu;  the  third  went 
to  New  Lebanon.  Pitisfield,  Northampton  and 
Rrookfield,  Mass.;  the  fourth  passed,  via  Kinder- 
hook  and  .Stockbridge,  to  Springfield,  Mass.  On 
these  lines  the  mail  was  carried  once  a  week.  l"he 
fifth  route  extended  east  to  Schenectady,  Johns- 
town, Canajoharie,  German  Flats,  Whiteatown, 
Old  Fort  Schuyler,  Onondaga,  Aurora,  Scipio, 
Geneva,  and  Canandaigua.  once  in  two  weeks. 
In  1796,  mails  were  cslablislied  between  Albany 
and  Philadelphia,  a  distance  of  260  miles,  and 
delivered  in  three  days.  In  this  year  the  mail 
facilities  were  extended  to  Genesee  County,  which 
was  then  the  far  west.  Post-riders  travel sed  the 
county  in  1797,  distributing  letter>  and  p.ijiers, 
and  in  1800  a  post  was  sent  to  Duancsburgh. 
Other  offices  were  established  soon  after.  Mails 
were  delivered  and  collected  by  post-riders  as  late 
as  1820  in  this  county;  after  this  date  stage-coaches 
were  lirnuulH  intu  usf,  and  the  gradual  develcjptiu  nt 
of  agriculture  and  other  resources  demanded  in- 


creased postal  facilidea.   There  are  now  fifty-seven 

post-oflTiccs  in  Albany  County,  as  shown  in  another 
part  of  this  volume.  The  first  postman  or  letter- 
carrier  for  the  .'\Ibany  post-office  was  William 
(Billy)  Winne,  celebrated  as  the  captor  of  the  Pye 
robtier,  in  December,  1806.  He  served  from  1800 
until  his  death  in 

The  post-officc  in  Albany  has  been  located  in 
different  places.  The  earlie?t  known  was  in  1784, 
a  few  doors  above  Maiden  lane  on  the  east  side 
of  Market  street,  now  Broadway ;  Abram  Yatea, 
Postmaster. 

May  2,  1 86 1,  the  building  on  the  southeast 
comer  of  State  and  Broadway  was  taken  down,  to 
give  place  for  the  present  more  substantial  siruc- 
tare  now  occafrfed  by  P.  Y.  Fort  ft  Son.  During 
the  war  of  1812,  in  this  old  corner  was  a  drug 
store,  kept  by  Jacob  Mancius,  and  in  the  rear 
of  it,  in  a  room  seven  by  nine,  was  kept  the 
dty  post-office.  The  postmaster  employed  but 
one  clerk,  who  attended  the  drag  rtdre  and  as- 
sisted in  opening  and  puttini;  ii]i  mail'J,  and  the 
delivery  of  leiters  and  papers.  Duriii^c  ilic  season  of 
river  navigation,  sailing  vessels  brought  the  mails  to 
and  from  New  York  City.  In  the  winter  they  were 
conveyed  by  land  carriage.  The  poat-oflioe  was  a 
one-horse  concern;  but  then,  as  now,  everybody 
was  anxious  to  learn  the  latest  news. 

In  1823,  the  post-othce  was  located  on  North 
Market  street  a  Uttle  north  of  the  Government 
Bnilding,  nearly  on  the  present  site  of  George  A. 

Birch's  store. 

I  he  post-otTice  w  as  taken  to  the  E.xchange  Build- 
ing in  1840,  and  remained  theie  till  1862,  when 
it  was  temporarily  moved  to  Sute  above  Green 
street  m  oie  bnilding  now  occupied  by  Smith, 
Covert  A  Co.  .^fter  repairs  were  made  in  the 
Kxchangc,  it  xvas  removed  in  1H63  tu  its  (ormer 
location,  where  it  remained  until  1873.  In  this 
year  it  became  necessary  to  vacate  the  building, 
and  the  oflke  was  again  obliged  to  occupy  new 
quarter^.  This  time  it  was  on  the  east  side  of 
North  Pearl,  south  of  Ct)lumb;a  street,  m  the  Little 
Building,  now  occupictl  by  .\.  B.  Van  (laasbeeck. 
Another  change  followed  in  1877,  when  the  post- 
office  was  transferred  to  the  Delavan  Block  on 
Broadway.  Here  it  remained  until  Januarj'  i, 
1884,  when  it  took  possession  of  its  assigned  lo- 
cation in  the  new  (lovernment  Building,  as  a  fixed 
institution,  with  all  modern  improvements,  appli- 
ances and  conveniences. 

In  1 799.  the  rates  of  postage  were  as  follows  :  for 
a  single  sheet,  40  miles,  more  or  less,  8  cents;  40 
to  90  miles,  10  cents;  90  to  i  50  miles,  \2\  cents  ; 
150  to  3C0  miles,  17  cents;  300  to  500  miles,  ao 
cents;  500  miles  or  more,  25  cents.  These  rates 
were  continued  until  about  1825,  when  they  were 
changed  to  6,  10,  12  J,  18^  and  25  cents,  and  were 
die  estiblivhcd  rales  up  to  1 845.  Then  the  5  and 
10  cent  rales  were  adopted  by  Act  of  Congress;  for 
every  single  letter  under  300  mites,  5  cents,  and 
for  any  distance  over  300  miles,  10  cents  for  each 
half-ounce.  Postage  stamps  were  first  used  in 
1847  of  the  denominatii  ill  of  5  cents.  June  31, 
1 85 1,  the  act  took  effect  reducing  postage  to  3  cents 
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on  an  leltns  len  thin  half  an  ounce  and  not  ex- 
ceeding 3,000  miles  in  distance,  prepaid;  and 
double  this  rate  for  over  3,cxx>  miles.  This  year 
envelopes  were  introduced.  In  1 85 2,  Government 
stampicd  envelopes  were  issued.  In  1855,  another 
modification  was  made;  on  single  Ictteiit  S  oente 
prepaid  for  any  distance  less  than  3,000  miles,  and 
10  cents  over  3,000  miles.  In  1 863.  the  law  was 
enacted  making  the  r.ue  <A  p  -ML^t-  within  the 
United  States  5  cents,  and  prepayment  by  stamps. 
October,  1883,  the  two- cent  stamp  became  the  law 
for  every  hal^ounce  or  less;  and  on  the  first  of 
July,  1885,  the  law  took  effect  making  the  pre- 
payment of  two  cents  by  stninp  the  lethal  rate  of 
postage  on  all  letters  weighing  one  ounce  or  le^s. 

Postal  cards  and  money  orders  were  first  issued 
in  187a,  and  about  the  same  time  tfae  regiatratioo 
of  letters  was  introduced 

Since  Abraham  Yates,  who  served  till  1745,  tlie 
following  have  peribnned  the  duties  of  postmaster 
in  the  Albai^  office.  The  dates  uf  their  respective 
appointments  ara  given  from  the  best  availid>le 
data : 

1795,  George  W.  Manrivn.  Jacob  Mancius; 
l8t3,  James  Mayer:  1S15,  Peter  P.  Dox ;  1816, 
Gerrit  L.  Dox;  1.S21,  Sulomon  Southwick;  1822- 
S9,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer;  1839-40^  Azariah 
C  Flagg ;  1842-43,  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer; 
1843  49,  James  D.  Wasson;  1849-50,  Lewis  Ben- 
edict; 1850-58,  James  Kidd;  1858-61,  Calvert 
Comstock;  1861-65,  f'Corge  Dawson;  1865-69, 
Joseph  Davis;  1869-71,  Morgan  L.  Filkins;  187 1 
-77,  John  F.  Smyth;  1877-85.  William  H.  Craig: 
and  on  June  i,  1885,  Dr.  D.  V.  f  tT.r  iiv  eiuered 
opoQ  the  duties  of  the  office.  Nineteen  dittercnt 
men  have  been  poatmasten  in  the  past  one  hnndred 
years,  represented  by  twenty  appointments. 

The  salary  of  the  postmaster  is  $3, 500  per  an- 
num. Hie  working  force  of  the  Albany  oflkc  at 
this  time  is  composed  of  65  persons.  Their 
duties  are  divided  as  follows :  3s  iMtcr  carriei% 
salaries  from  f6oo  to  $1,000  per  annum ;  8 
general  delivery  clerks;  2  stamp  clerks:  4  registry 
clerks:  2  tu' iney  order  clerks:  8  letter  distributors; 
and  9  baggage  clerks;  salaries  from$350  to  $1, 100. 
Tbe  office  is  also  represented  bjT  a  deputy  or  assist- 
ant Albany  is  one  of  the  important  distribnting 
offices.  Malls  are  dispatched  to  all  parts  of  the 
United  States  and  British  Amcrita.  The  business 
of  tliis  office  by  the  carriers  for  tlic  month  of  May, 
1885,  was :  MUveied  mail  letters,  s86,49o;  local 
letters,  37,655;  registered  letters,  973;  mail  postal 
cards,  48,671 ;  local  postal  cards, 33, 682;  newspa- 
pers, 172,202;  collected  letters,  196,746;  postal 
cards,  50,049;  newspapers,  20,804.  For  the  year, 
total  letters  1,335,720;  papers,  607.800. 

There  are  217  mails  distributed  daily  at  this 
office^  At  the  ))resent  time  there  are  only  five 
maO  stage  lontes  from  Alliany. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  CUSTOM  HOUSE 

The  collection  of  tnisloms  at  .'\lbany  was  estab- 
lished in  the  year  18:  ^,  in  Lunnection  with  the 
New  York  Custom  House,  and  the  first  Deputy- 


Collector  was  William  Seymour.  The  first  licenae 
entered  is  dated  July  12,  1833.  At  this  lime  only 
two  vessels  were  trading  regularly  to  Boston — Che 
schooner  Visseher  and  sloop  Gaoiga  WashiagtOSI, 
owned  by  Davis  iSc  Center. 

As  early  as  1770,  the  sloop  Oliver  Bronk,  Cap- 
tain Bloodgocd,  was  sent  from  Albany  to  the  West 

'  Indies.  In  1771,  the  number  of  sloops  running 
between  Albany  and  New  York  was  about  125. 
In  1785,  the  sloop  Experiment,  80  tons  burden, 

I  Captain  Stewart  Ekan,  fitted  out  at  this  place  fur 

;  China,  and  sailed  from  New  York,  December  18th. 
After  the  completion  of  the  Eric  and  Champlidn 
C  anal,  followed  a  few  years  after  by  the  introduc- 
tion of  railroads,  new  avenues  of  trade  were  opened 
which  necessiuted  the  establishment  of  an  office 
for  the  collection  of  customs  at  the  tenninus  of  the 
canals  and  at  tlic  head  of  tide-water  at  Albany. 
Since  1833  the  following  persons  have  pcrfurnicJ 
the  duties  of  Deputy  Collector  and  Surveyors: 
William  Seymour,  Albert  Gallup,  Dennis  B.  Gat 
ney,  and  William  Bruce;  March  2,  1867,  Con- 
gress passed  an  act  making  Albany  a  port  of  entry, 
with  Sur\'eyor  (  f  ( 'u>i:iins  as  the  cliief  ofTicer.  The 
following  have  ser\ed  under  that  act:  Peter  M. 
Carmichad,  1867;  Isaac  N.  Kecler,  1870;  John 
C.  Whitney,  1875;  William  N.  &  Sanders,  1879; 
John  A.  Luby,  ih8s;  Addison D.  Cole,  1885;  Or- 

1  rin  A.  Fuller,  S|>ecial  Deputy. 

I      There  ate  also  connected  with  tbe  office  two 

I  Deputies  and  four  InspedoiaL  The  revouie  fiom 
this  office  yields  about  $150,000  annually,  at  na 

I  expense  of  less  than  $11,000.  The  receipts  for 
May,  18S5,  were  $1,832.  The  Custom  HoUBB  in 
located  in  ihe  (jfivcmment  liuildinLC. 

THE  UNITED  STATES  INTERNAL  REV- 

KNCK  OFFICE 

Is  located  in  the  Government  Building.  It  was 
established  in  1862,  with  a  Collector  as  chicl  oA> 
cer,  assisted  by  nine  Deputies.  Tbe  district  is  known 
as  the  fourteenth,  and  originally  comprised  the  fol- 
lowing counties:  Albany,  Schenectady,  Schoharie, 
Montgomery.  Fulton,  Hamilton,  and  Saratoga.  It 
I  now  also  includes  the  counties  of  Greene,  Ulsttf, 
Orange,  Sullivan,  and  Rockland,  which  were  added 
to  the  district  August  i,  1883.  The  collections 
in  lliL-  original  district  from  to  1879  agu-^re- 

gated  about  $21,453,803.  The  average  collections 
per  annum  do  not  vary  much  from  $600,000. 
Tbe  receipts  for  May,  1885,  were  $133,716.  The 
Internal  Revenue  Collectors  for  this  district  have 
been  Theodore  Tow nsend,  John  M.  Badey,  Ralph 
P.  Lathrop,  James  \V.  BenUey,  and  Isban  Hess. 

STEAMBOAT  INSPECTOKSL 

The  Local  Board  for  the  District  of  AlbMiy, 
which  comprises  the  Hudson  River  above  Milton, 
was  established  in  July,  1871.  The  ofhce  is  in  the 
Government  Building.  Charles  S.  Hervcy  and 
Leonard  Brainard  were  the  first  appointees,  and 
have  not  l)een  superseded.  Captain  Frank  A, 
i  Shepard  has  filled  the  position  of  Clerk  (9  the 
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Bowd  lince  Septenber,  1872.  The  daties  of  the 
ofltoeit  MB  to  inspect  hulls,  cn^'ines,  and  boilers, 
and  license  masters,  mates,  pilots,  and  enf^neers. 

There  arc  about  200  steam  vessels  in  tin-  (h^trict, 
comprising  passenger,  towing,  freijibt,  and  ferry- 
boats. I'he  boats  of  the  People's  Line  belong  to 
the  New  Yorlt  District 

UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT  COURT. 

This  is  known  as  the  second  circuit,  and  in- 
cludes Vennont,  Connecticut,  and  New  York.  It 
was  organized  September  34,  1789.  A  term  is 
held  on  ihc-  third  Tuesday  in  Janiiaij  annnallj,  in 
tlie  Goverumcut  liuilding. 

UNITED  STATES  DISTRICT  COURT. 

This  is  dcsignali-il  as  the  NonlRrn  District  of 
New  York,  and  Albany  is  one  of  the  forty-six 
counties  of  whidi  it  is  composed  as  oiganiied 
April  9,  1814. 

The  District  Attorneys  are  appointed  for  a  term 
of  four  years,  at  a  salary  of  $6,000  per  year.  The 
present  incumbent  is  Honorable  Martin  L  Towns- 
end,  of  Troy.  Alden  Cheater,  of  Albanj,  is  A«isfr- 
ant  District  Attorney. 

Masters  and  Examiners  in  United  States  Circuit 
Court:  \Villi.im  Lansing,  J.  Hampden  Wood. 

Masters  and  Kx.imincrs  in  United  Stales  District 
Court:  Worthington  Frothii^liam,  William  Lan- 
ainfr,  J.  Hampden  Wood. 

Commissioners:  Worthington  Frolhingham  and 
J.  Hampden  Wood. 

Depuiy-.Marshal:  James  H.  Kelley. 

Board  ot  Pension  Examining  ^rgeoM,— The 
ibllowing  physicians  of  Albany  have  served  as  ex- 
amining surgeons:  S.  D.  Willard,  S.  H.  Freeman, 
r;citri,'e  r.  Stevens,  J.  Savage  Delavan,  William  H. 
Craig.  The  present  Board  consists  ol  Drs.  Charles 
H.  Fbrter,  W  illiam  H.  Bfttt^,  Herman  Bcndell. 

AhHiEo  £b  Voorhees  was  appointed  Registrar  in 
Bankraplqrin  1867. 

SIGNAL  SERVICE. 

'llie  United  States  Signal  Service  was  established 
in  Albany  in  December,  1873,  and  located  in  the 
Dudley  Observatory  under  the  direction  of  Ser- 
geant Myers.  March  13,  1880,  the  oflScc  was 
temoved  to  Gray's  Building,  Nosk  4a  and  44  State 
itraet  October  1,  1884,  the  rooms  on  the  upper 
floor  of  die  Government  Building,  which  are  admir-  | 
abl/ arranged  for  this  si>ecia!  purpose',  wjie  jilaced 
in  care  of  Sergeant  J.  O.  Harnes,  the  ofJicer  in 
charge.  There  have  been  stationed  at  the  Albany 
office  since  its  commencement  Seigeanta  Myers, 
Danhauser,  Beal,  and  Barnes. 

The  whole  scr\ii.c  is  condiicied  by  the  War 
Dcjiantnent  under  Chief  Signal  UtUcer  General  W. 
B.  i  1  a/en,  at  Washington.  ObservatiooB  are  taken 
at  the  Albany  office  at  7  a.  x  ,  3  and  11  p.  m,,  and 
the  reports  are  forwarded  to  Washington  by  tele- 
graph. Local  oliservations  arc  taken  at  1 1  a.  .m. 
and  7  p.  M.,  and  a  sudden  fall  in  tiie  temperature  i 


is  indicated  by  holatinf  a  blad  flag  fimn  the  roof 
of  the  building. 

The  Fbrmers  Bwffetm,  containing  weather  indi- 
cations, is  sent  from  this  olTice  to  about  three  hun- 
dred and  eighty  postmasters  in  this  vicinity,  and  to 
several  busineaa  finoa  and  other  persons  in  the 
city.  Reports  are  received  from  about  fifty-six 
stations,  which  are  furnished  to  newspapers  for 
publication,  and  potted  in  many  public  places 
about  the  city. 

The  office  is  open  during  the  usual  bnainess 
hours,  and  any  information  as  to  reports  and  the 
general  work  of  the  ser\'ice  is  freely  given  through 
the  kindness  <.f  Sergeant  1.  O.  Barnes. 

I'lie  temperature  of  Albany,  as  observed  at  this 
Station  for  the  past  ten  years,  MS  an  eitrenM  range 
from  93°  above  to  18°  below  zero,  and  an  average 
yearly  range  from  92.5°  above  to  ti. 8"  below  zero. 
The  mean  for  the  seasons  is:  winter,  25. 6";  spring, 
45.6°;  summer,  70.5°;  autumn,  51.2°.  Average 
for  the  year,  48. 2". 

In  the  winter  of  1790,  the  thermometer  marked 
24°  below  zero;  February  9,  1807,  at  sunrise,  20* 
below  zero;  February  i 18  i;,  Sunday  morning, 
8  o'clock,  17°  below  zero.  July  ix,  1853,  the 
thermometer  at  Albany  indicated  94^above  zero. 
Tbeae  are  reoonled  by  Joel  Munsell  as  remarkable 
for  this  dty. 

The  average  yearly  rainfall,  as  computed  from 
observations  at  this  station  for  the  yeais  from  1874 
to  1884,  is  36.97  inches,  and  is  distribvted  through^ 
out  the  year  as  follows:  winter,  8.07;  spring,  8.6v; 
summer,  10.95;  autumn.  9.26  inches.  For 
the  year  1853,  the  rainflill  was  4s.7'j  inches,  and 
for  1850,  50.97  inches.  The  lowest  record  was  in 
1851,  31.79  inches.  The  average  rainliill  at  Al- 
bany, as  determined  at  the  Boys'  Academy,  from 
1836  to  1853  was  40.64  inches.  Compared  with 
the  past  ten  ycBia  the  reinfidl  appean  to  be  dimin- 
ishing. 

A  code  of  weather  signals  has  been  adoptetl  at 
tiie  service  stauon  for  Albany.  In  accordance 
with  Uie  recommendation  of  General  Hazen,  the 
Ibllowint:  signals  are  used  at  this  station:  The  red 
and  blue  sun,  star  and  crescent,  displayed  on  dags. 
The  blue  sun  indicates  general  i«in  Or  anow;.  bine 
star,  local  rain  or  snow;  the  blue  crescent,  clear  or 
fair  weaflier;  the  red  sun  indicates  higher  tempera- 
ture; the  red  star.  staUonaiy  temperature;  .the  red 
crescent,  lower  temperature. 

UNITED  STATES  OFFICERS. 

This  list  comprises  the  names  of  men  who  are 
or  have  been  dtiaens  of  Albanv  County  and  hdd 
very  prominent  offices  in  the  Umted  States  Govern- 
ment. 

PusiDKNT  OF  THB  UmTBD  StATW. — ^Msrdn  Van 

Buren,  elected  in  the  fall  of  1836.  Sworn  into 
office  March  4,  1837.  He  was  a  native  of  Kin- 
derhook;  but  resided  and  pTMtioed  lawinAttMay 
many  years. 

Vice-Prisident.— Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  elected 
in  1S17.  Though  Mr.  Tompkins  u.is  nut  one 
who  might  be  called  a  permanent  resident  of  Al- 
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bany  County,  he  spent  many  years  of  his  life  in  the 
City  of  Albany,  and  was  at  the  lime  of  his  election 
••  Vioe-President,  residing  in  this  ciiy  as  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  Siatc. 

Unitkd  Sta  ies  Senators. — The  Constitution  of  i 
die  United  States  provide!  that  the  Legislature  of  ! 
each  State  shall  choose  two  senators,  who  shall  i 
bold  their  office  six  years.    Vacancies  during  the 
recess  of  the  I-egislatiire  arc  fillcii  by  the  tiovernor 
until  the  sittings  uf  the  next  Legislature.  At  the  first 
session  they  were  divided  into  diree  rimri.  ttut 
one-third  might  be  chosen  every  second  year.  A 
Senator  mast  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  State  which 
chooses  him,  and  must  have  been  t  diiien  of  the 
United  States  nine  years. 

Philip  Scbnyler,  chosen  July  i6,  1789,  aefvin^ 
till  1791;  Philip  Schuyler,  chosen  January  24, 
1 797,  serving  one  year.  Martin  Van  Buren,  elected 
February  6.  182 1;  Martin  Van  Buren,  elected 
February   6,   1827;  Charles  F-.  Dudley,  elected 

ianuary  15,   1829;   William  L    Marcy,  elected 
'ebruary  1,  t8|i;  John  A.  Diz,  elected  January 
18,  1845;  Ira  Harris,  February  5,  186 1. 

U.  S.  CABINET,  JUDICIAL  AND  DIPLO- 
MATIC OFFICER& 

Alexander  Hamilton,  who  studied  law  and  mar- 
ried in  .Mbany,  and  sf>ent  much  time  in  this  city, 
was  Washington's  Secretary  of  the  Treasury;  John 
C  Spencer  also  held  this  office,  to  which  Daniel 
Mumiag  has  recend^  avcceeded.  Martin  Van 
Buren  and  William  L.  Marcy  held  the  office  of 
SecMar}-  of  St.ite:  Smith  Thompson,  Secretary  of 
die  Navy;  John  C.  Spencer,  John  A.  Dix,  Sec* 
ie(ai7  of  War;  BenjaniD  F.'  Bader,  Attomeyw 
General. 

John  J.  Bradley,  a  native  of  Berne,  and  Smith 

Thompson,  once  a  resident  of  Albany,  tiave 
adorned  the  Bench  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court 

Martin  Van  Buren,  Daniel  D.  Barnard,  Har- 
ttaatn  fileecker,  Henry  G.  Wheaton,  Bradford  R. 
Wood,  JobnA.  Hix.  Henry  A.  Homes,  Robert  H. 
Pruyn,  Alfred  Conkling,  Bret  Harte,  E.  G.  Stjuier, 
S.  G.  W.  Benjamin,  J.  Meredith  Read,  Jobo  M. 
Bailejr,  and  probably  some  others  whose  names 
do  not  now  oocnr  to  us,  have  gone  from  this 
county  to  hold  variovs  important  doploniatic  posi- 
tions abroad. 

Besides  these,  we  record  Roscoe  Conkling  and  Le- 
land  Stanford,  ex-United  Statea  Senaton^  natives 
of  Albany  County.  Aaron  Burr,  who  read  and 
practiced  law  in  Alf  .ur..  where,  also,  was  born 
bis  daughter,  Theodosia,  held  the  office  of  United 
States  Smator,  and  Vice-Ttasident  under  JelTenon. 

PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTORS. 

The  Constitution  of  the  United  States  provides 
that  the  President  and  N'ice-Fresident  shall  be 
chosen  by  Electors  appointed  in  such  a  manner  as 
die  Legishtnret  of  die  States  shall  direct,  the  num- 
ber to  be  equal  to  their  number  of  Senati  rs  and 
Representatives  in  Congress,     in  iliis  &tate  die  | 


electors  were  originally  appointed  by  the  Legisla- 
ture. Subsequently,  by  an  act  passied  March  26, 
1796,  the  Legislature  convened  in  Special  SesMon 

<]uadr-;rmij!!y,  i-n  the  first  Tuesday  in  November, 
at  liudsun,  in  place  of  the  Electoral  College 
They  continued  to  hold  their  Special  .Sessions  there 
till  1812,  since  which  time,  by  an  act  passed  May 
26th  of  that  year,  the  Electors  ha\-e  met  at  Albany. 
By  the  Act  o(  March.  15,  1S25.  the  District  System 
was  adopted;  but  this  existed  for  on\\  one  clcctiim, 
when  the  Ixsislalure,  by  an  act  passed  .Vpril  15, 
1829,  adopted  the  present  system.  In  making  up 
the  general  ticket,  one  person  isfldected  from  each 
Congressional  District,  and  two  to  represent  the 
Sl.ite  at  large.  The  Electoral  College  meets  at  the 
Stale  C'apitol  the  first  Wedncs  lay  of  December  of 
the  Presidential  year,  and  casts  iti  votes  for  Presi- 
dent and  V^ice-n^sident;  makes  a  list  thereof;  and 
forwards  it,  under  seal,  to  the  President  of  the  United 
Slates  Senate,  who  announces  llie  result. 

Electors  from  Albany  appomted  by  ihe  Legislature 
under  the  Act  0/  179s. — 1796,  November  7,  Abra- 
ham Ten  Broeck,  Abraham  Van  Vechten ;  1 8cx>, 
Jeremiah  V^an  Rensselaer;  1S04,  Henrt  Qiiacken- 
boss;  1808,  Ambrose  Spencer.  Henry  Yates,  Jr.; 
1812,  Simeon  De  Witt,  Archibald  Mclntyr^ 
18 16,  Charles  £.  Dudlqr;  1820,  Benjamin  Knower; 
i8a4.  Eliaha  Dorr. 

Electors  elected  by  Districts. — 1828,  Abraham  Van 
Vechten;  183s,  lohn  M.  Quackenbush;  1836, 
Peter  Wendell;  1840,  Archibald  Mclntyre;  1844. 
John  Kevfs  Paige;  1848,  Clarkson  F.  Crosby; 
1852,  Cornelius  Vosburgh;  1856,  Henry  H.  Van 
Dyck;  i860,  Jacob  H.  Ten  Eyck;  1864.  John 
Tweddle;  1868,  John  Loew  (did  not  attend  and 
Comelios  Armstrong  was-  appointed.).  From  tbe 
adoption  of  the  ("onstitution  down  to  1872,  sa 
elector  was  always  taken  from  Albany.  1876, 
EU  Peny;  1884,  Enatns  Corning. 

REFRESENTATIVCS  IN  OONGRESSL 

The  Hoase  of  Reprssentatives  is  composed  of 

members  elected  by  districts;  they  hold  their  office 
two  years;  must  reside  in  ihe  .State  wIikIi  they  .lie 
chosen  to  represent,  and  have  been  seven  years 
ciiizeos  of  the  United  State%  and  have  attained  the 
age  of  twenty-live.  Eadi  new  Congnai  eon- 
menccs  on  tlic  4th  uf  March  every  odd]raa&  The 
elections  are  held  during  the  year  f>receding. 

The  Ccmstitution  of  the  I'nited  States  directs 
that  a  census  be  uken  eveiy  ten  years,  which  has 
been  fixed  at  those  years  ending  with  a  cipher. 
.After  each  eiuitneration,  Congress  apportions  the 
rej>resenUiiou  among  the  several  States.  There 
are  now  thirty-three  Congressional  Districts  in  the 
Sute.  The  County  uf  Albany  comprises  the  six- 
teenth district 

The  following  shows  the  names  of  the  Represent' 
ativcs  tluit  represented  .Mbany  County,  with  tlie 
C!ongresM  S  in  which  they^er\ed. — Jercmiali  J.  Van 
Rensselaer,  1st  Congress;  James  Gordon  and  Peter 
Slvester,  each  a  part  oftbe  second  Congress;  Hewy 

C.lcn.  t'h,  5)h,  ^th;  Killi.m  \'\\n  R(:ri^-^''!^er. 
7th,  btli,  ylb,  lOlh,    iilh;    Harmanus  Bleccker, 
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i2th;  John  Ixivelt,  13th,  14th;  Rensselaei' West- 
crlo,  15th;  Solomon  Van  Rensselaer,  i6th; 
Stephen  Van  Kcnsselacr.  17th,  18th,  19th, 
aow;  Ambrose  Spencer,  21st;  Gerrit  Y.  I-ansing, 
22d,  23d,  24th;  Albert  Gallup,  25th;  Daniel  D. 
Harnard,  26th,  27th,  28th;  Hradford  R.  Wood, 
29ih;  John  I.  Slin^erland.  jotfi;  Jolin  L.  School- 
craft, 31st,  33d ;  Rufus  VV.  Peckliara,  33d;  Sam- 
uel Dixon,  34th;  Erastns  Coming,  Sr.,  35tb,  37th, 


38th;  John  H.  Rejmolds,  36th;  Charles  Good- 
year, 39th;  John  V.  L.  Priiyn,  40th;  Stephen 
Mayham,  41st;  Kli  Fcrr)-,  42^,  43d;  Charles  H. 
Adam«,  44th:  Terence  J.  Quinn,  45th;  John  M. 
Bailey.  46th;  Michael  M.  Nolan.  47th;  Thomas 
J.  Van  Alystyne,  48th;  John  Swinbnroe,  49th. 

In  some  instaiKcs  the  districts  represented  in- 
cluded portions  of  territory  adjacent  to  Albany 
Coantf. 


STATE  OF  NEW  YORK.  • 

ITS  BUILDINGS  AND  PUBLIC  OFFICERS  IN  ALBANY  COUNTY. 


THE  CONSTITUTIONAL  CONVENriONdt 

i  ftni  —THIS  Convention  was  held  at  Albany 

iOUi  .  from  October  13  to  27,  iSni,  pursuant 
to  an  act  passed  April  6th  of  that  year,  to  st  tile  a 
controver>y  that  had  arisen  regarding  the  relative 
powen  of  the  Governor  and  Council  of  Appoint-, 
ments  respecting  nominatiMia  for  office,  and  to 
consider  the  cxf)edicncy  of  altering  th'-  Con-^titu- 
tion  in  rcgani  to  the  number  of  Senators  ami  As- 
semblymen, with  power  to  reduce  and  limit  the 
same.  The  Convention  unanimously  decided  that 
the  Q>ancil  of  Appointment  had  equal  powers  of 
nomination  of  nlticers  with  the  Governor.  The 
number  of  Senators  was  fixed  at  thiriy-t\vi.t,and  As- 
semblymen at  one  humir  I  •  •  he  increased  after 
each  census,  at  the  rate  of  two  yearly,  until  they 
reached  the  number  of  one  handred  and  fifty. 
Aarnn  TJurr  was  President.  The  delegates  from 
Albany  were;  Johan  Jost  Dietz,  Leonartl  (ianse- 
vot>rt,  Daniel  Hale,  John  V.  Henry,  Josiah  Ogden 
Uoflfman,  Abraham  Van  Ingen,  Stephen  Van 
Rensselaer,  Peter  IKTest. 

1 8 2 1 .  The  Legislature  of  1820  passed  an  act 
recommending  a  Convention  of  the  (leople  o(  this 
State.  Objections  were  made  to  it  by  the  t'ouncil 
of  Revision.  These  objections  were  referred  to 
a  select  committee,  which  submitted  its  report  Jan- 
uary 9,  1821,  in  opposition  to  the  op  nion  of  the 
Council,  which  was  adopted  by  the  Assembly. 
But  the  bill  did  not  receive  a  two-thirds  vote  and 
failed  to  pass. 

A  new  bill  was  immediatdy  drafted,  received 
the  sanc  tion  of  the  Council  of  Revision,  and  passed 
both  fb.uses  March  13,  1821. 

rii<  (  I  invention  assembled  in  All^any.  Augu.st 
3b,  and  adjourned  November  10,  i8ai.  Daniel 
D.  Tompkins  was  President   The  Delegates  from 

AUinnv  were  James  Kent.  Anilirf^e  Spencer, 
Stephen  \'an  Rensselaer,  .Abraham  \  an  Veclitcn. 

1  hesc  gentlemen  all  refused  to  sign  the  Con- 
stitution as  revised  by  this  Convention. 


1846. — The  Constitution  of  iSai  grew  in  dis- 
favor owing  to  a  fieeling  that  the  power  in  the 
hands  of  the  Governor  and  Senate  had  become 

too  great.  Other  strong  objections  were  made  to  it 
Agreeably  to  the  popular  will,  exprc-ssed  at  the 
general  election  November  4,  1845,  an  act  passed 
the  Legislature  April  as,  1846,  calling  a  Conven- 
tion at  Albany,  June  ist  following.  It  met  on  that 
day,  and  adjourned  October  9,  184^'. 

The  new  Constitution  limiteil  the  discretion  of 
the  legislature  in  regard  to  some  of  the  great  con- 
cerns of  the  State,  extended  the  elective  franchise 
gave  the  j>eoplc  the  selection  of  most  of  the  local 
officers  which  had  been  app^>inted  by  the  Legisla- 
ture, erected  an  indepenilent  Court  of  Appeals, 
and  made  other  changes  in  the  Judiciary  and 
Courts  of  the  Sute.  John  Tracy,  of  Chenango^ 
was  Ptesident  This  Constitntion  was  submitted 
to  the  people  November  3,  1846,  v.it!i  the  ques- 
tion for  the  repeal  of  the  properly  iiualilieations  for 
colored  citizens  separately.  The  result  was:  Con- 
stitution—Ayeai,  S2i,5a8i  Noes,  92,436.  Equal 
Snffrage  to  Colored  Pfersons — Ayes,  85,306;  Noes, 
223.834.  Tlie  delegates  from  Albany  were:  Ira 
Harris,  Peter  Shaver,  Iknjamin  Stanton,  Horace  K. 
WilLud. 

1867. — ^According  to  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  and  the  will  of  the  people,  the  Legis- 
lature of  1867  "provided  for  the  election  of  de- 
lefrates  to  revise  the  organic  law  cif  the  State,  which 
was  held  April  23d  of  that  year."  The  election 
resulted  in  a  majority  in  favor  of  the  convention. 
Thirtjr-two  delegates  at  large  were  chosen,  voters 
being  restricted  to  sixteen  names  upon  their  ballola. 
Thus  were  secured  equal  representations,  SO  far  aS 
these  delegates  were  concerned,  ofthetWO  leading 

political  parties  of  the  day. 

The  Convention  met  in  Albany  June  4.  and  ad- 
journed November  12,  1867. 

William  A.  Wheeler  was  President.  Delegates 
from  Albany  County  were  Ira  Harris,  at  large,  and 
William  Cassidy,  Erastus  Coming,  Amasa  J.  Parker. 
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HiaTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANV. 


CONSTITUTIONAL  COMMISSION. 

The  Constitulion  franied  by  the  Cunvciuion  ul 
1867  contained  several  pro%ision8,  the  essential 
principles  of  which  were  felt  to  be  desirable  in  the 

aanic  law.  Among  these  was  the  danse  for- 
dlnj;  the  Legislature  to  audit  claim?,  and  the 
sections  iciuiivc  to  the  I'ublic  Works  and  Prisons. 
Governor  Hoftinan,  in  his  annual  message  of  1872, 
recooimended  that  a  commiasion  of  thirty-two 
eminent  citiaens,  taken  from  the  two  great  political 
parties,  be  ( reatcd  for  the  puriK>se  of  elTectini^  a 
thorough  revision  of  the  Constitution.  Tlic  Legis- 
lature acted  upon  this  suggestion,  empowering  the 
Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  Senate,  to  derignate  thirtT-two  penona — 
four  frnm  each  judicial  district — to  constitute  a 
commission  for  the  purjusc  of  proposing  to  the 
Legislature,  at  ils  next  session,  amendments  to  the 
Oinstitution,  provided  that  no  amendment  shall  be 
made  to  the  sixth  article  thereoC 

Commissioners  from  the  Tliird  District,  includ- 
ing .Albany  County,  were  Robert  11.  Ptuyn,  Al- 
bany; William  Casaidy,  Albany;  George  C.  Bur- 
dett,  Trojr;  Joseph  fi.  Hall,  Catskill;  Cornelius 
Thicy,  Tn^.  Robeit  H.  Prajn  was  chosen  Chair- 
man. 

The  Commission  assembicii  in  .Xlbany  December 
4,  1872,  and  adjourned  March  15,  1673.  Their 
deliberations  were  submitted  to  the  Legulature  of 

1873,  by  which,  after  some  modilicadons,  the 
proposed  amendments  were  referred  to  the  I-egis- 
lature  of  1874,  [lursiiant  to  ,\rticlc  13,  Section  i,  of 
the  Constitution.  This  Legislature  submitted  to 
the  people  at  the  general  election  to  be  held  in 

1874,  the  amendments  to  which  it  agreed.  The 
fifth  article,  xs  pro]>ose(i  by  the  Commi^sinn,  pro- 
vided for  the  appointineni,  by  llic  Go\criior  and 
Senate,  of  Secretary  of  State,  Atlomey-(^eneral, 
State  Engineer  and  Survqror,  Sapeiintendent  of 
PubUc  Wor^  and  Snpointendoit  of  Piiwns. 
This  article  was  DOC  approved  and  was  not  sabmit- 
ted  to  the  people. 

The  disagreement  in  the  Legislature  u(>on  this 
article,  resulted  in  thejpostponement  of  the  impor- 
tant amendments  rdatmg  to  the  Superintendent  of 

Public  Works  and  Superintendent  of  Pri-^t-ns.  and 
providing  for  their  appointment  by  the  Guvcrnor, 
by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
'fhese  amendmenu  were  submitted  to  die  people 
in  1876,  and  adopted  by  them. 

PUBLIC  OFFICFRS. 

GovsRMOxs  OF  TUK  Statb. — ^John  Tayler,  elected 
1816.    Mr.  Tayler  was  elected  Lieutenant-Go v- 

emor  January  29.  1814,  under  a  special  act  of  the 
Legislature,  pxssed  .\pril  11,  i.Sii,  after  the  death 
of  John  Bniome,  Lieutenant-Governor,  who  died 
August,  181a  At  that  time  Daniel  D.  Tompkins 
was  serving  his  second  term  as  Governor.  In  1816 
Daniel  D.  Tompkins  was  again  elected  Governor, 
ami  J>»lin  Tayler,  Lieutenant-Cjovernor.  TliC  next 
yeir  .Mr.  Tompkins  was  elected  Vice-Ppesident, 
and  Mr.  Tayler  became  Governor. 


I     Martb  Van  Bttren,  elected  1838.    Mr.  Van 

Bureii  was  appointed  Secretary        State  under 
Tresident  Jackson,  March  12,  1829.  and  lesi^ied 
the  office  of  Governor,  and  Enos  T.  Troop  became 
Governor. 
John  A.  Diz,  1879. 

LiFrTFAAXT-GovERNORS.' — Stephen  Van  Rens9e> 
laer,  A|>ril  28,  1795;  Jeremiah  Van  Remselaer, 
April  2.S,  iHoi;  John  Tayler,  Janmwy  S9,  1814; 
John  Tayler,  .\pril  27,  t8i6. 

Statk  Skcretarik-s  of  State.-  Daniel  Hale, 
March  24,  1793;  Charles  D.  Cooper,  April  17, 
1817;  John  Van  Ness  Yates,  April,  1818;  John 
Van  Ness  Yates,  Februarj'  13,  1823:  John  A.  I>ix, 
February  i,  1833. 

State  Trkasurkrs. —  This  is  an  ancient  oiTice. 
It  was  first  known  as  Receiver-General  when  the 
State,  as  New  Netherlands,  was  under  the  Dutch 
Government;  under  the  Knglish  Colonial  Govern- 
ment, as  Re(.ci\er  and  Culkxtor-Ck'neral.  These 
last  olficers  were  also  Collectors  of  the  Port  of  New 
York.    They  were  always  tlie  keepers  of  the  peo- 
ple's money.    They  were  appointed  under  the  En- 
glish laws  by  the  Crown.    The  Provincial  Congress 
continued  the  office.    The  first  State  Constitution 
directed  the  appointment  to  be  made  by  an  act  of 
the  Legislature,  to  originate  with  the  Assembly. 
Under  the  present  Constitution  the  State  Treasurer, 
elected  by  popular  vote,  receives  the  public  funds, 
and  p.ays  drafts  upon  the  warrants  of  the  Comp- 
troller, the  Superintendent  of  Public  Iiutruction 
and  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities. 
He  is  also,  ex  officio.  Commissioner  of  the  I^nd 
Office  and  of  the  Canal  Fund,  the  State  IkiarJ  of 
Kquali/ation,   of  Assessments,  of  the  B<.>ard  of 
Stale  Canvassers  and  a  Trustee  of  the  Union  Uni- 
versity. He  is  dioeen  every  two  yean  The  salary 
is  $5,000  per  annum.   He  has  a  depo^^  book* 
keeper  and  clerks. 

Robert  McClallen,  March  16,  1798;  Abraham 
G.  Lansing,  February  8,  1803;  Abraham  G.  Lan> 
sing,  February  18,  loio;  Charles  Z.  Flatt,  Febru- 
ary 1  .  1S13;  Gerrit  L.  Dox,  February  12,  t8i7; 
Benjamin  Knower,  January  39,  183 1;  Stephen 
Clark,  November  7,  1855;  Nadna  D.  Wenddl, 
November  4,  1 879. 

Aitornf.vs-Gf..nerai- — This  is  another  very  an- 
cient oHicc  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Under  the 
Dutch,  in  the  Province  of  New  NetherhuKto^  the 
ofice  was  known  as  *'Schoat-FiscaL"  He  was 
both  .\ttorney  General  and  .Sheriff  He  arrested 
persons  and  examined  and  prosecuted  them.  In 
very  important  cases,  where  there  were  reasons  foe 
strong  suspidona,  but  no  direct  evidence,  of  the 
prisoner's  gailt,  he  subjected  him  to  the  moat  crad 
torture.  This  was  done  to  obtain  a  confession  of 
guilL  He,  with  one  magistrate,  were  witnesses 
of  the  torture,  deciding  when  to  b^in  and  when 
to  SQ^nd.  As  Sheriff  he  executed  the  jodgmeMS 
of  the  Supreme  Courts  in  Criminal  ana  Qvfl 
cases,  and  was  allowed  depntie?.  He  had  a 
voice  in  the  enactment  of  all  laws  and  a  seat  in  the 

'  Council,  except  when  officiating  as  proeecatiag 

1  officer. 
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Under  the  English  Colonial  Government  he  was 

appointed  by  the  Ciloiiial  Clovemors  until  1702, 
after  which  he  was  cuininissioncd  by  the  Crown 
and  held  the  office  during  its  plcaiiurc.  As  law 
officer  of  the  State  his  duties  have  been  about  the 
same.  Under  the  fint  Constitation  he  was  com- 
missi<inf:i!  by  the  Coundl  of  Appointment  and  was 
a  Cummissioner  of  the  Canal  Fund  and  of  the 
Land  Office.  Under  the  second  Constitution  he 
was  a  CoDimisBioner  of  the  same  Boards  as  the  Sec- 
retar7  of  Slate  He  is  now  elected  every  other  year 
by  the  people,  and  i<,  cx  offin'o,  Vi  imniissii  mcr  of  the 
I^d  Office  and  of  the  Canal  !•  und,  a  member  of 
the  Canal  littard.  the  Ik)ard  of  State  Canvassers, 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  the  Sute  Board  of  Char- 
ities, the  State  Board  of  Eqnalinirion  of  Amiss- 
mcnts,  a  'IVustee  of  the  Uni\crsity  and  of  the  New 
York  State  Soldiers'  an<l  Sailors  Home. 

John  Woodworth,  February  3,  1804;  Abraham 
Van  Vechten,  February  i,  18 10;  Abraham  Van 
Vcchten,  February  13,  1813;  Martin  Van  Bureo, 
February  17,  1815;  Samuel  A.  Talcott,  Febroaiy 
I  a,  1 821;  Samuel  A.  Talcott,  I  Vbruar)'  8,  1823; 
John  Van^  Buren,  February  3,  1845;  Lyman  Trc- 
main,  November  3,  1857;  Charles  S.  Fairchild, 
November  2,  1875. 

CoMPTRoi.i.KK. — The  Comptroller  is  now  the 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  except  those  pay- 
able from  the  Free  School  Fund.  He  manages  the 
funds  of  the  State,  loans  its  moneys,  superintends 
the  collection  of  its  taxes  and  the  payment  of  cur- 
rent expenses  of  the  State.  He  alsn  at  the  head 
of  a  Bureau  of  Canal  Atfairs.  He  is,  e.x  officio.  Com* 
miasioner  of  the  Land  Office  and  of  the  Canal 
Fund,  a  Member  of  the  Canal  Board  and  of  the 
iJoard  of  State  Canvassers,  a  'I  riistee  of  the  Idiot 
Asylum  and  of  Union  University,  and  of  the  Slate 
Board  of  Equalization  of  Assessments.  He  is  elect- 
ed every  odier  rear. 

John  V.  Henrj',  March  12,  1800;  Archibald 
Mclntyre,  March  25,  1806:  William  1..  .Marcy, 
February  13,  1S26;  Azariah  C.  I  lagt,',  January  11, 
1834;  Azariah  C.  Flagg,  February  7,  1842;  Fred- 
erick P.  Olcott 

Si  RVKViiK-f  Iknerai.  and  State  Engineers. — The 
Surveyor-General  and  .State  Engineer  is,  rv  o^Vw, 
Trustee  of  die  Union  University,  a  Commissioner 
of  the  Land  Office^  and  a  member  of  the  Canal 
Board  and  the  Board  of  State  Canvassers.  He  is 
elected  ever)-  other  year.  He  has  a  deputy  and 
necessary  clerks.  The  Sute  Engineer  and  Sur- 
veyor  supervises  the  canai  engineering  department. 
He  appoints  three  division  engmeers  and  three 
resident  engineers. 

Philip  Schuyler,  March  30.  1781;  Simeon  De- 
Witt,  May  II,  1784;  Simeon  DeWitt,  Fcbmaiy  8, 
1813;  Orvilte  L.  Holly,  February  5,  1838. 

SrATE    K\(ilNKKKS   A.M>   Si  RVEYORS. — W  I'i  llU  J. 

McAlpinc,  November  4,  1 85 1 ;  Sylvanus  H.  Sweet, 
November  4,  1873;  Elnatban  Sweet,  November, 

1883. 

.  Ca.nalCoiuiissioners.— The  Constitutional  Com- 
miarionori874  recommended,  among  other  things, 
lb«  t^pointment  of  Saperii)tepdfnt  of  Fub|ic  Works. 
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I  This  was  adopted  by  the  Legislatareof  1875.  The 

office  of  Canal  Commissioner  was  abolislied  on  the 
ap|)ointineni  of  the  Superintendent  of  Public  \S'orks, 
w  hich  took  place  February  8,  1878.  Stephen  Van 
RensseUer,  April  17,  »8i6;  Asa  Whitney,  Febru- 
ary 22,  1840;  Stephen  C\tA,  Febraary  8,  1842; 
Stephen  Clark,  November  4,  1844;  Chariet  H. 
SbOTill,  Novembers,  1856. 

GOVERNORS'  MANSION& 

The  Lci^islature  of  the  Stale  fixed  the  scat  of 
government  at  .Mbany  in  1797.  Its  session  that 
year  was  iield  in  the  Sladt  Hiiys,  commencing 
January  3d,  and  ending  April  3d.  The  law  mak- 
ing Albany  the  State  capital  is  dated  March  lOth. 
John  Jay  was  then  Oovcnior.  He  occupied  "Mr, 
James  Caldwell  >  e'egant  house  in  State  street,"  sit- 
uated where  Walsh  s  hat  store  is  now  located. 
Geoige  Clinton,  who  was  the  first  Governor  of  the 
State,  from  1777  to  1795,  was  again  elected,  and 
followed  Mr.  ] ay  from  iSci  to  Tlie  same 

house  occupied  by  (iovernor  jay  wa.s  occupied  by 
Governor  Clinton  and  fi»m  i  ly.  SVe  do  not  find  where 
Morgan  Lewis  (1804  to  1807)  had  his  mansion. 
Governor  Daniel  D.  Tompkins  (1807  to  1817)  re- 
sided a  portion  of  h's  term,  if  not  the  whole  of  it, 
at  99  Washington  avenue,  where  George  B.  Steele 
now  resides.  De  Witt  Clinton  (1817  to  1823,  and 
1826  to  1828)  had  his  rendence  corner  of  North 
Pearl  and  Steuben  streets,  on  the  site  now  occupied 
by  Johnston  It  RctUy's  store.  Here  he  died,  Feb- 
ruaiy  11,  1828.  Martni  Van  Ikircn  (1828  to  1829) 
leaided  at  92  State  street,  on  the  site  of  J.  H.  Sim- 
moM^  auction-rooms.  £nos  T.  l*hroop,  who 
filled  ont  the  term  of  Governor  Van  Bnren  (iHw 
re^ii,'ned  Match  12,  i?2i>,  to  becfmie  Secretary  of 
State  under  Andrew  Jackson),  ami  was  afterwards 
Governor  from  1831  to  1833,  had  his  mansion  at 
No.  I  lilk  street*  where  the  late  Harmon  Fompdly 
rended. 

William  I»  Marcy  (1833  to  1839)  occuj)ied  No. 
2  Elk  street,  where  (iencral  Kufus  H.  King  now 
resides. 

.The  Kane  mansion,  on  the  site  of  the  Ash  Grove 
Church,  was  the  mansion  of  WilHam  H.  Sewaid 

during  ills  gubernatorial  career  (1839  to  1S43). 

William  C.  Bouck  (1843  to  1845)  lived  at  tlO 
Washington  avenue,  now  the  residence  of  Genem 
John  F.  Rathbone. 

Slas  Wright  (1845  to  1847)  resided  at  133  North 
Pearl  street. 

John  Voung  (1847  to  1849).  at  111  Stale  street, 
where  now  resides  ^Irs.  John  Tweddle. 

Hamilton  Fish  (1849  to  1851),  at  15  £ik  street, 
the  residence  of  tlw  late  Hon.  John  v.  L  Pruyn. 
Washington  Hunt  (1851  to  1853),  at  i  Elk  street; 
as  also  did  Horatio  .Seymour  (1853  54)  during  his 
first  term,  the  same  as  formeriy  occupied  by  Gov- 
ernor Throop.  Governor  Seymour,  during  his 
second  term  (1863-64),  Ind  htt  executive  Doansion 
in  "  Dudley  Row,"  65  Hawk  street. 

Myron  H.  Clark  (1855-56)  occupied  132  State 
street,  wb«re  HOW  i«  ^  Christiu  IrothenF'  Ac«(t* 
emy. 
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John  A.  King  (1857-58),  881  Broadway,  comer 
of  North  Fenry,  now  St  Peter's  Uoq>itaL 
Edwin  D.  Morgan  (1859  to  i86>),  and  Reaben 

E.  Fcnton  (1865  lo  1868),  four  \cars  cacli.  made 
t44  J^Ute  street,  late  the  residence  of  Dr.  S.  O.  \'an- 
derpoel,  their  home  in  thi«  city. 

John  T.  Hoffman  (1869  to  1872)  made  the  old 
Congress  Hall,  east  of  the  new  uipitol,  his  resi- 
dence. 

John  Adams  Dix  (1873-74),  1^3  \\  ashiniiti.n 
avenue^  north  of  the  new  Capiiol. 

Samnd  J.  Tilden  (187$  10  1877),  Lucius  Kob- 
inaon  (1877  to  1879).  Akmso  B.  Cornell  (1880  to 
l88x),  and  Grover  Cleveland  fiS8:  to  ihS5). 
resided  in  the  Executive  Mansion,  13H  l%agie 
sueet,  bought  bjr  the  State  of  the  lale  Robert  L 
Johnson. 

This  is  also      residenoe  of  David  R  Hill,  the 

present  Cnvt  rn.  .r.  and  is  intended  as  llie  peima- 
nent  gubeiii.u<  trial  mansion. 

STATE  LEGISLATURES. 

The  legislature  meets  annually,  on  th'.-  first 
Tuesday  in  January,  at  the  Capitol  in  All  any. 
The  Senate  consists  of  32  members,  elected  bien- 
niallj;  the  Assembly  of  118  membcni,  elected  an- 
nnally.  Salaries,  $  1 , 50a  Albany  (  ounty  now  con- 
stitutes the  Seventeenth  Senatorial  Disirict.  It  sends 
four  members  t<>  the  Assembly,  elected  by  Dis- 
tricts. The  Fir'?t  District  is  composed  of  the  First. 
Second,  Third  and  Fifteenth  Wards  of  Albany,  and 
the  towns  ofBethlehetn,  Berne,  Coeymans,  Rensse- 
laerville  and  Wrsterlo;  Second  TJistrict:  Tenth, 
Klevenlh,  l-ourteentli,  Si.vteiMitli  and  .Seventeenth 
Wants  of  .Albany,  and  towns  of  Guilderland,  Knox 
and  New  Scotland;  the  Third  District:  Fourth, 
Fifth,  Sxdi,  SeveDti^  Eighth,  Twetfdi,  Thirteenth 

and  part  of  the  Mnth  Wards  of  .Mbany;  the 
Fourtli  iJisirict  the  remainder  of  the  Ninth  Ward 
of  AU)any,  Cohoes  and  Watervlict. 

A  list  of  the  Albany  County  Members  appeats 
in  the  County  history. 

The  first  session  of  the  New  York  legislature 
under  that  Constitution  began  in  ."September,  1777, 
holding  two  subseejuent  meetings  that  year  at 
Poughkeepsie.  The  second  session  was  held  con- 
tin  uootly  at  Poi^fakeepae;  bat  die  third  began  at 
Kingston,  August  iS,  1779.  nnd  iiljourned  Oc- 
tober 25th,  to  meet  at  Alii.my,  January  37,  1780; 
adjourned  March  14th,  to  meet  at  KingttOO, 
April  32d;  and  adjourned  July  2,  178a 

The  session  of  January  27,  1780,  was  the  first 
legislative  session  held  in  AUxiny  after  the  Revoltt- 
tion.  The  January  term  of  1781 — the  fourth  ses- 
sion—  bi  Ljaii  oil  the  sLvenleenth  (jfthat  month,  and 
was  held  at  Albany  in  the  old  Stadl  Huys.  After 
this,  the  legislative  sessions  were  held  at  Pough- 
keepsie, New  York  and  Albany  until  January  3, 
1798,  since  which  time  they  have  been  regularly 
held  at  Albany.  They  were  mostly  heUl  in  the 
old  Stadt  Huys,  until  the  completion  of  what  is 
now  spoken  of  as  the  Old  Capitol  in  1808. 

The  sessions  close  or  adjourn  sine  die  hy  con- 
current vote  of  Assembly  and  Senate.    We  give 


the  dates  of  doling  the  rqptter  aeaaioBS  fiam  1831 

to  1885: 

April  j6,  1831;  July  2,  1832;  April  30,  1833; 
May  6,  1834;  May  11,  1835;  May  26,  i83^>:  May 
16,  1837;  April  18,  1838;  May  7,  1S39;  M.iv  14, 
1840;  May  26.  1841;  April  12,  1842;  April  18, 
1843;  May  7,  1844;  May  14,  1845;  May  13,  1846; 
May  13,  1847;  April  12,  1848;  April  ti,  1849; 
April  10,  1850;  .Xpril  17,  1851;  April  16,  1852; 
July  21,  1853;  .\pril  17.  1854;  .\pril  14,  1855; 
.\pfil  y,  1856;  April  i  S.  1S57;  .\j)ril  19,  1858; 
April  19,  1859;  April  17,  1860;  April  16,  t86(; 
April  23,  1862;  April  25,  1863;  April  23,  1864; 
April  28,  1865;  April  20,  1866;  April  20,  1867; 
May  6,  1868;  May  10,  1869;  April  26,  1870; 
April  31,  1871;  May  14.  1872;  May  30,  1873; 
Apnl  30, 1874;  May  22,  1875;  M*/  h  ^^l^i  May 
24.  1877;  May  15.  1878;  May  sa,  1879;  May  37, 
1880;  Julv  23.  1881;  May  a,  i88a;  Mby  4,  1883; 
May  16.  1884. 

OLD  STATE  HALL 

On  Februanr  14,  1797,  a  bill  to  erect  amililic 

building  in  the  Gty  of  Albany,  with  a  view  of 

rendciin;^  it  the  permanent  seat  of  government  for 
the  State,  passed  both  branches  ot  the  Legislature 
and  became  a  law. 

A  site  for  thia  budding  was  selected  on  the  cap> 
ner  of  Lodge  and  State  streeta.  It  wis  the  8nt 
puiiiie  biiiUIiiig elected  by  theSute  of  New  Yolk 
in  Alban\  after  the  Revolution, 

GfDUiul  w;is  broken  fnr  the  building  early  in 

1797,  and  pushed  forward  with  such  speed  tut  it 
was  completed  in  die  spring  of  1 799.  It  is  said 
that  several  sessions  of  the  Legislature  were  held 
in  it  I  efore  the  completion  of  the  State  Capitol  in 

i8c8. 

The  building  is  still  standmg  and  in  a  petfect 
state  of  presetvation,  pre&enting  neariy  the  auM 
external  a;|i<:araiicc  it  did  when  first  built.  ItiS 
built  (*l  brick,  four  stories  high,  fronting  on  Stall 
street,  with  a  wing  extending  badi  on  die  wcitttde 
of  Lodge  street 

Tn  the  easieni  wall  of  the  lower  hall,  theee  ii  1 
whitr  marble  tablet,  bearing  the  fUlowhng  inicrip- 
tion ; 

Erected  for  State  Purposes, 

A,  O.  1797. 


John  Jay,  Governor. 


William  Sanders. 

Arch'. 


Philip  Schuyler,  Abta- 

ham  Ten  Rrocck.  T  iu- 
nis  T.  Van  Vl-cIiIcii, 
Daniel  Ilaie,  Jeremiah 

Van  Rensselaer,  Cmr- 
mismoners. 


In  this  building  were  the  State  depaitmentl — 
Secretary  of  State,  Comptroller,  State  Tressaier,  At- 
torney-General. State  Knirineer  and  Suneyor,  and 
Surveyi  r-(ieneial.  .\nd  here,  for  a  time,  was  tliC 
Executive  Chamber.  It  continued  to  be  occupied 
by  those  ofhcers  until  1840,  when  they  were  moved 
to  the  new  State  Hall,  onder  the  recomraendatkM 
of  ^Ii  ivernor  Seward.  The  State  Museum,  <  'ri;nn- 
licU  in  1836,  wa«  placed  in  this  building.  Ihiii 
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maseam  embraces  nearly  all  the  natural  produc- 

liiuis  of  the  Slate  of  New  York,  in  the  several  de- 
partments of  Itotany,  zoology,  geology,  and  inin- 
enlo{ty.  The  Old  State  Hali  was  thus  made  the 
dqiomtoty  of  the  collectioiia  in  iheae  departments. 

The  internal  arrangement  of  the  building  has 
been  subjected  to  siuli  changes  as  weie  ne- 
cessary to  render  it  cunvcuienl  fur  the  purpose  to 
which  it  was  devoted  after  it  ceased  to  beoome  a 
ball  for  legislative  and  executive  purposeib 

At  a  later  period  the  State  Agricultural  Society 
was  authorized  by  law  to  occupy  a  part  of  the 
building.  Tiie  two  organizations — the  Slate  Mu- 
•eaai  and  tke  State  Agricultural  Sodetjr — occupied 
so  much  ^Mce  that  the  building  was  inadequate  lo 
their  accommodation;  whereupon  the  Legislature 
made  appropriation  for  a  new  hiiililin?,  t<i  he  erect- 
ed in  the  rear  of  the  Old  Capitol;  and  the  libraries, 
antiquities  and  other  collections,  especially  these  of  a 
Kierary  and  art  character,  were  removed  to  it  in  1858. 

In  1865  the  Legislature  passed  resolutions,  rec- 
ognising the  impi  r  anee  of  making  the  Stale 
Cabinet  of  Natural  History  a  museum  of  scientific 

I  and  practical  geology  and  comparative  zoology. 

In  1870  the  Legislature  passed  a  law  organizing 

I  the  Sbite  Museum  of  Natural  History,  and  pro- 

viding an  annual  appropriatifm  for  its  support. 

This  old  hall,  occupied  tor  the  purposes  we 
have  described,  has  been  known  from  that  time  as 

I  Geological  Hall. 

GEOLOGICAL  HALL 

Has  become  one  of  the  most  i n teresting  and  in- 
I  suuclive  places  in  the  City  of  Albany. 

The  following  from  the  "Albany  Hand-book 
for  1884,"  c<tmpiled  by  H.  P.  Phelps,  gives  a  \cry 
adequate  description  of  the  internal  ariangcmeni 
,  of  Agriculiatal  and  Geological  Hall : 

I  Tlw  wiiw  an  Lod0S  tticel;  la  the  rear  of  the  tmflding. 

,  is  duee  stonn  liigli.  On  thenound  Soor  isa  laigeleetnre- 

room.  while  in  the  other  atorm  is  the  MoieiUB,  containing 
'  the  agrkullural  implements  and  products  in  tlw  itorieB 

I  above.  On  the  lower  or  basement  floor,  and  on  the  same 

level  as  the  kcture'room,  at  the  east  end  of  ihe  main  hoild- 
ing^  are  two  rooms  occupied  with  the  work  of  cutting  an<l 
'  preparing  thin  sections  of  fossils  of  minute  stnicturc  for  ihc 

'  porpoee  of  microscopic  study  in  the  Muaenm.  The  machin- 

ery and  applfoncei  tor  thb  work  .ire  of  superior  character, 
am)  the  results  are  of  great  ini(^>orlance  and  interest  to 
the  Museum  ami  to  science.  The  first  floor  of  the  main 
l)uil(iin);  is  occupied  hy  Ihc  offices  and  hhrarie*  of  tlse  Slate 
I  Mu-seum  and  of  the  St.iti-  Ai,'nriiliiinl  >f>ricty;  at-d,  in  ihe 

I  rear  of  the  former,  a  lartjc  wnrking  mom  i*  luriii«hed  with 

I  about  300  dr.i«fi-  lor  till'  mi-|ition  of  collections  in  process, 

of  preparali '11  ami  .irr.iiigciiieiit.  The  muin  fiitrancc  hall 
cxhibtl^  a  (.ureLtiiHi  of  iln^scd  blocks  of  i^ratiilc,  iiiarlile, 
freestone,  etc.,  the  jirtHlucls  of  New  \'ork  ar.d  adjacent 
Stales. 

The  second  lluur  in  occupictl  by  liie  collcclio.  «  illuslrat- 
int;  the  geology  and  paleontology  ol  the  State,    The  wall 
cases,  and  a  single  series  of  tal>le-case«  around  the  ruoffl, 
I  arc  occupied  by  the  rock  spocimens.  whetlwr  AiiiilifenMH  or 

otberwitte,  and  are  arranged  Id  aaeh  order  diat  in  Ko(ng 
I  from  left  tt>  right  ihey  ihaw  the  feologicsl  mperpoiilHm  of 

I  the  ibnaatiamk  each  rigkt'JiBiid  ceae  containing  specimens 

of  the  rack  or  formatioa  lying  next  above  the  one  on  the 
left.   This  is  supplemented  by  a  colored  geological  lection 
'  extending  around  the  room  above  the  cases,  and  so  ar- 

I  ranged  that  each  formation  shown  in  the  section  i>>  tcpic- 

I  Wi&d  bychaiacteiiHicspecimcnsinUicCTicbcAiiw.  Besides 


lhisillu»tration,there  are  enlarged  figure*  of  the  characteristic 
fossils  placed  in  the  part  of  the  ca.ses  aliove  each  formation. 
The  entire  arrangement  is  simple,  imtructive  and  easily  un- 
derstood. The  collection  of  fossils  (paleontology |  occupies 
the  tables,  the  table  ci^cs  in  the  central  portion  ol  the  floor, 
ami  also  a  large  nunibtrr  of  dr.nvcrs  Ix-ncath  the  table  case*. 
Tlii^  loUection  isariaiij^jcil  in  the  .same  -iniplc  ir.  i  ^;.  -tcniatic 
order  a-,  the  i;eoIi>^ical  li>rinanon«.  fiid'-;  rail.  iriiiiition 
ii  a  lia'.iu.il  In^loi  y  ai  lan^cnu'iit  ol  llie  iimcr.i  and  -ii'.-!  .r, 
of  the  fossils.  This  coUei  ttoti  oi  lock  5pi>  Imcns  and  lo^siis 
presents  the  iiio-.t  iiiiii|'lite  ^^eolo^'ical  series  of  the  older 
rocks  to  the  bas<-  ol  the  ci>al  iih  imim's  of  any  in  the  world; 
the  older  or  paleogic  roi_U^  ut  the  Mate  of  New  York  being 
more  complete  in  their  order  of  >ucce>»sion.  .Also  along  the 
west  side  of  the  room  are  arranged  a  scries  of  laige  blocks 
of  snagnetic  iron  ore  reprc-scniiiii;  the  principal  minei  of 
Northem  New  York  and  Orange  County. 


GMilogical  Hall. 


Thelfcifd  Hoor  is  o.  cupicil  by  collections  from  geological 
formations  above  the  coal  measures,  lK»th  American  and 
I'uropean,  and  by  Ihe  niineraloi;ical  collection.  The  !M^^il 
series  represents  the  period  Irom  the  ikw  red  sandstone  to 
the  plcittocese.  The  pleistocene  of  North  America  is  rep- 
resented by  the  Cohoes  mastodon  skeleton,  and  other  re. 
mains  of  mastodon  and  fessfl  elepkants  from  dUEsfMt  foiaris. 
The  pleistocene  of  South  America  by  the  cast  of  tfhe 
gjpatlc  megatheriam  and  other  forms  a«  diat  age:  aad  fbe 
same  of  Europe  by  the  skdetoa  of  the  MtgMtr»t  /mimtau. 
The  will  cases  are  in  part  occupied  by  a  collection  of  the 
mineraU  of  the  State,  and  in  part  devoted  to  a  general  ool« 
lection  of  minerals  from  all  parts  of  th<-  world . 

The  fourth  story  ij  occupied  by  thr  ><i;...|;K.il  cillectioo. 
The  western  part  of  the  room  is  devoted  especially  to  the 
New  York  fauna,  which  is  represented  in  its  mammals,  birds, 
reptiles,  fishes,  crustaceans,  at)d  shells.  The  easttm  part  of 
the  ri>oin  is  occupied  by  a  caM^'  anitaiiiuik;  a  large  collection 
of  birds,  with  some  inaniiiials,  which  were  presented  to  the 
Mu-euin  as  a  special  collection  by  Mr,  de  Kt.aiii.  ol  New 
York,  and  is  known  a*  (lie  Pe  Khain  collirliiin.  The 
eth- oli>^;iral  anil  bi-liKnal  (Mlleiiion*  occupy  sonie  wall 
ca^-i  on  the  north  side  ol  the  rcj-nii,  .iiid  the  ci  ntial  north 
vide  liy  ca^s  of  Corals,  etc.  Tlie  center  oi  llic  loom  con. 
tain^  the  iwii  double  ran'.;<-,  of  taMc  cam-s,  compri-in^  the 
I  poiild  coli-,-cl  on  ol  h,cix)  -jutir.  <i|  ihelU,  of  more  ihan 
60,000  specimens.  >iiice  |,S(>6  the  coUcction-  in  the 
Museum  have  been  more  than  dimbled  inevery  ile|iaitnicnl. 
At  present  every  available  space  in  the  Museum  is  tilled.  All 
Ihe  collections  aie  arranged  lor  Rtudy  and  comparisoo,  md 
the  museum  is  sliictly  an  cducatwnal  institution. 

Being  a  State  insduitiaa  it  should  be€«iaidei«d  as  cos- 
mopolitan. Its  h»titutioas  are  lo  eover  the  whole  ficM  of 
#iaturat  research,  siid  to  he  a  eaater  ibr  die  duseminalkw 
of  a  technical  and  popular  knowledge  of  the  nrodncts, 
iauna  and  flora  of  the  Empire  State.  With  this  view,  it 
shouM  be  aa  object  of  interest  for  the  remote  portions  of 
the  State  as  sreil  as  the  iaimediato  locality. 
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NEW  STATE  HALL 

This  edifice,  located  on  Eagle  street,  was  com- 
pleted in  1842,  and  was  occupied  by  the  officers  of 
the  various  State  departments,  who  removed  thither 
from  the  Old  State  Hall. 

After  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of  1846, 
which  created  a  Court  of  Appeals  in  place  of  the 
old  Court  for  the  Correction  of  Errors,  a  part  of 
this  hall  was  appropriated  to  the  Clerk  of  that 
Court  He  is  the  custodian  of  all  the  legal  docu- 
ments, records,  and  books  kept  in  the  four  Supreme 


Court  Clerk's  offices  in  the  State,  and  in  the 
offices  of  the  Clerks  in  Chancery.  All  of  these 
offices  were  abolished  by  this  Constitution.  He 
was  also  the  custodian  of  the  vast  sums  of  money, 
which  for  nearly  a  cenlurj*  had  been  accumulating 
in  those  Courts.  The  rooms  devoted  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Court  of  Appeals  are  in  the  southwest  comer 
of  the  second  storj'  of  this  building.  As  these 
State  deparimenu  have  most  of  them  been  re- 
moved, or  will  soon  be,  to  the  New  Capitol,  a 
furtlier  description  of  them  will  be  found  in  what 
we  have  to  say  in  regard  to  that  edifice. 


NEW  STATE  HALL, 


This  State  Hall  is  still  a  ver)'  substantial  and 
handsome  building.  Until  the  beauties  of  its  archi- 
tecture were  eclipsed  by  the  elegant  and  commo- 
dious City  Hall,  which  stands  directly  south  of  it, 
it  was  regarded  as  one  of  the  finest  buildings  in 
the  city.  It  cost  the  State  $35o,oc!0.  It  is  built 
of  the  white  stone  from  the  quarries  at  Sing  Sing. 
The  quality  of  this  stone  is  the  perfect  manner  in 
which  it  resists  the  vicissitudes  of  weather.  It  is 
.  more  beautiful  than  marble  and  as  enduring  as 
granite.  The  building  is  138  by  88  feet,  and  is  65 
feet  in  height.  A  spiral  stune  stairway,  with  an 
artistic  iron  railing,  leads  from  the  floor  to  the  attic. 
The  whole  building  is  surmounted  by  a  low,  well- 
formed  dome,  which  furnishes  light  to  the  stairway 
below.  The  building  is  fire-proof.  The  principal 
stories  have  what  arc  called  groined  arches.  It  is 
one  of  the  first  fire-proof  buildings  erected  in 
Albany. 

This  .'^tate  Hall,  so  long  the  depositor)'  of  the 
State  Records,  and  the  place  where  J^tatc  dig- 
nitaries most  did  congregate,  has  had  its  day,  so 
far  at  least  as  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  erected 
are  concerned.  Few  of  the  State  officials,  with 
their  subordinates  are  now  scon  there.  Tlieir 
offices  are  mostiv  in  the  New  Capitol.  It  is 
understood  that  the  State  cabinets  in  Geological 
Hall  will  soon  be  placed  here. 


THE  OLD  CAPITOL. 


The  City  and  County  of  Albany  prides  itself  on 
the  fact  that  its  generous  contributions  aided  largclj 
in  the  erection  of  the  Old  Capitol. 

In  1803,  the  Common  Council  of  the  city 
adopted  a  resolution  requesting  the  Legislature  to 
pass  an  act  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  State 
House  and  Court  House,  and  appointed  a  com- 
mittee to  prepare  a  petition  and  map,  and  to  report 
an  estimate  of  the  cost.  The  committee  consisted 
of  John  Cuyler,  Charles  D.  Cooper,  and  John  \ . 
N.  Yates.  This  committee  submitted  their  report 
March  7,  1803,  and  the  Legislature  authorized  the 
erection  of  the  building,  then  known  as  the  New 
Capitol,  by  an  act  passed  April  6,  1804. 

The  Capitol  Commissioners  appointed  on  the 
Old  Capitol  were  John  Taylor,  Daniel  Hale,  Philip 
S.  Van  Rensselaer,  Simeon  De  Witt,  Nicholas  N, 
Quackenbush. 

This  act  is  a  characteristic  specimen  of  the 
legislative  methods  of  that  day.  The  bill  for  its 
erection  was  entitled:  ".^n  Act  Making  Provisions 
for  the  Improvement  of  Hudson  River  below  Al- 
bany, and  for  Other  Purposes." 

After  providing  for  some  improvement  in  the 
Hudson  at  Troy  and  Waterford,  above  Albanv 
it  appoints  John  Taylor,  Daniel  Hale,  Philip  S,' 
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Van  ReMidaer,  Simeon  De  Witt,  and  Nicholas 

N.  Qaadtenbusb,  Commissioners  fur  crectinj?  the 
New  Capitol  Building.  It  rt  iiuircii  the  Supervisors 
of  Albany  County  to  rai.-c  by  lux  $12, coo  for 
aoch  purposes,  and  it  contained  lite  following  pro- 
vMou: 

VL  And  be  it  further  ciiaclul,  tli.it  the  managLrs  of  (he 
Lottery  hereinbefore  mcnlioi»c<l  shall  cause  to  \r  rai--Kl  by 
1-otlcry  the  sum  of  Si2,oco,  in  such  manner  as  tin  y,  r,r  a 
majonty  of  thcro,  shall  think  proper,  which  »um  tlie  i>aul 
ntaaagen  sball  pay  to  ibe  Coouriwioners  aforesaid. 

At  that  day  the  State  lotteries  held  iniimate  rela- 
tions with  the  finance^iof  this  .^tate.  1  licsc  lotteries 
were  authorizeti  by  law.  Upon  their  managers 
devolved  the  raising  of  funds  for  the  opening  of 
roodi^  improving  riven,  bulldog  bridges,  and  the 
advancement  of  ^eat  enterprises  genemlly,  now 
thrown  upon  the  taxpayers. 

The  lultcrics  were  originally  establi.shcil  to  aid 
in  the  endowment  of  tchools  under  an  act  for  the 
"encouragement  of  literatare."  The  early  colleges 
of  the  States  depended  largely  upon  the  lotteries. 
During  the  legislative  session  of  1S12,  a  law  was 
passed  giving  $2:0,000  to  Union  College,  and 
smaller  sums  to  Hamilton  and  Columbia  Collies, 
and  other  institution^  upon  the  lotleiy  plan. 

At  length  the  lotter)'  sj  stem  hecame  corrupt  and 
unjHjpular.  The  provision  abolishing  lotteries,  in 
the  Constitution  of  1821,  was  supplemented  by  a 
provision,  now  in  force  in  the  Constitution  of  to-day 
(Article  I,  Section  10),  which  reads  thus:  "Nor 
shall  any  lottery  hereafter  be  authorized,  nor  any 
sale  of  lottery  tickets  allowed,  within  this  State." 
The  original  appropriation  for  the  Capitul  was  but 
|34,coo,  added  to  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the 
old  Stadt  Hays,  whatever  they  might  be;  but  the 
building  cost  the  sum  of  $110,688.42.  This  in- 
cluded the  furnishing  of  the  Council  Chamber. 
Of  this  turn  the  City  t  f  .Ml  any  paid  $34,200,  the 
County  of  Albany  $3>coo,  andthebtate  f73,48S'42- 
This  was  hardly  snflident  to  pay  for  pmiting  and 
plastering  the  new  building. 

The  Commissioners  chose  Pinkster's  Hill  as 
the  site  o(  the  Capiiol.  On  Aj>ril  2j,  iSc:6,  the 
corner-stone  was  laid  with  impressive  ceremonies. 
Philip  S.  Van  Renndaer  was  then  Mayor  of  Al- 
bany, and  to  him  was  assigned  the  duty  of  placing 
the  stone  in  position.  A  large  concourse  of  pieople 
were  assembled,  among  vslioni  were  John  I..»nsitig, 
Jr.,  Chancellor  of  the  Sutc;  Morgan  I^ewis,  Chief- 

iustice;  Ambrose  Spencer,  Smith  Thompson  and 
Irock hoist  Livingston,  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court;  the  Members  of  the  City  Corporation  and 
other  dignitaries. 

The  building  was  imX  occupied  by  the  henate 
and  Assembly  at  a  special  session  of  the  Legisla- 
tore^  convened  November  i,  i8cS.  It  was  con- 
sidered a  magnificent  edifice,  an  object  of  as  much 
curi'>sity  and  inteiesl  as  is  the  new  Capitol  to-day. 
People  from  all  parts  of  tiic  State  and  nation 
visited  it  In  1813,  Proliessor  Silliman,  of  Yale 
Cbllege,  visited  it  and  wrote  an  elaborate  description 
of  it,  in  which  he  said:  "It  is  a  large,  handsome 
J>uilding,  the  rurnitnre  exhibiting  B  ^xod  degree  (-f 
taste  and  splendor." 


H.  G.  Spafford,  describing  the  bnilding,  said  of 

the  Senate  and  .Assembly  Clianibcrs,  which  were  on 
the  same  lliior:  "In  the  furniture  of  these  rooms 
there  is  a  display  of  public  munificence.  The 
American  eagle  assumes  almost  imperial  splendor. 
It  stands  at  the  head  of  State  Street,  130  Met  above 
the  level  of  the  Hudson.  It  is  a  substantial  stone 
building,  laced  with  freestone  taken  from  the  brown 
sarivlsione  quarries  tin  the  Hudson,  below  the 
Highlands.  The  walls  are  50  feet  high,  consist- 
ing of  two  stories,  and  a  basement  story  of  10  feet. 
The  east  or  main  front  is  adorned  with  a  portico  <rf 
the  Ionic  order,  tetrastilc,  the  cntal>laturc  support- 
ing an  angular  pediment  in  the  tympanum  of  which 
is  to  be  placed  the  Arms  of  the  State.  The  ceiling 
of  the  iwall  is  snpported  by  a  doable  row  of  reeded 
columns;  the  floors  are  vaulted  and  laid  with 
squares  of  Italian  marble;  the  building  is  rcM»fed 
with  a  double  hij)  of  pyramidal  form,  upon  the 
center  of  which  is  a  circular  cupola,  20  feet  in  di- 
ameter. On  its  dome  is  a  statue  of  Themis,  facing 
eastward — a  car^ed  figure  of  wood,  1 1  feet  in 
height,  holding  a  sword  in  her  right  hand  and  the 
balance  in  her  lelt." 

The  abov  e  is  a  good  description  of  the  Old  Cap- 
itol as  it  a])peared'  in  1883,  when  it  was  taken 
down,  with  the  exception  of  some  few  additions 
which  had  been  made  in  it.s  rear.  The  interior, 
with  some  excei>tions,  was  at  that  time  about  tljc 
same  as  it  was  when  first  occupied.  We  give  be- 
low the  changes  which  were  made; 

To  the  Executivi-  Chamber  there  was  made,  dur- 
ing the  Rebellioi).  an  additional  room,  extending 
into  the  main  hall.  In  other  resjiecLs  it  was  the 
same  in  1883  as  in  1808.  To  the  departments  oc- 
cupied by  the  Adjutant-General,  previous  to  die 
removal  of  the  building,  wa.s  addetl  another  room 
during  the  war.  This  room  was  devoted  to  the 
Connuon  Council  of  the  City  ol  .\lban)  .  Various 
additions  have  been  made  from  time  to  time  in  the 
rear  of  die  Assembly  Chamber.  The  Senate  Cham- 
ber was  originally  to  the  left  of  the  Assembly  on 
entering  from  the  main  hall.  It  was,  however,  re- 
moved to  the  larj,'e  room  on  the  second  floor,  and 
the  old  Senate  Chamber  was  used  by  the  Impart- 
ment  of  Public  Instruction,  and  latteriyas  the  Post- 
oflTice  and  cloak-r<w)m  of  the  .Assembly.  When  the 
.'Senate  Chamber  was  removed  to  the  second  floor,  a 
floor  was  constructed  and  additional  rooms  were 
added  to  the  building.  In  one  of  these  the  Super- 
vison  of  Albany  County  held  tlidr  meetings.  On 
the  upper  floor  the  Supreme  Court  originally  oc- 
cupied the  main  toi>m.  It  was  afterwards  occupied 
by  the  Court  of  .Appeals,  and  one  winter  by  the 
Senate.  The  other  rooms  were  occupied  by  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas, 
the  Court  of  Sessions  and  the  Mayor's  Court.  The 
Mayor's  office  was  in  the  attic,  as  were  also  the 
rooms  of  the  -Sjcicty  of  Arts,  the  State  Library  and 
the  State  Board  of  Agriculture.  I'be  basement 
was  devoted  to  the  offices  of  the  Cbunty  Clerk,  Dqr 
.  Marshal  and  the  rooms  of  the  Keeper  of  the  Capitol. 

It  is  singular  that  there  was  not  a  committee 
room  in  the  entire  buibliiiL;.  It  can  hanllv  lic  con- 
ceived tliat  the  building  could  ever  have  rendered 
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accommodationsroraaofaanamberof  pablicoffices; 

but  this  arrangemem  cf>minued  till  the  tompletion  , 
of  the  Citv  Hai!  in  1S31,  when  the  city  and  county  ; 
ofTiccrs  were  remcvcd  to  that  building.  Aher  that 
time  various  changes  took  place.  A  new  State 
library  was  built,  under  the  law  of  1851,  and  large 
additions  were  made  to  the  rear  of  the  building; 
but  it  was  not  even  then  renilered  adequate  to  the 
needs  of  the  State. 

Congress  Hall  stood  almost  adjoining  the  Old 
Gaj^tolon  the  north,  a  ftmoua  hotd  of  (be  past 
For  many  years  it  wa.s  the  resort  ofsenatoni,  aaaetn- 
blyroen,  lobbyists,  judtjes  and  lawyers. 

Owing  10  the  ovcrcrowilcd  >tuo  of  the  Capitol, 
a  part  of  this  hotel,  a  private  house,  and  many 
rooms  in  tbe  Ddavan  Hoose,  were  med  for  com- 
mittee rooms. 

The  Governor's  room,  to  which  we  have  alluded, 
wa.s  on  ilie  wnith  side  of  the  Ciiiitul,  lis  windows 
opening  on  St;ite  street,  its  entrance  being  from  the 
Soath  side  of  the  hall  of  tbe  Capitol.  Over  its  door 
appeared  the  well-rcmembered  words:  "Executive 
Chamber. "  This  door  led  into  a  room  occupied  by 
the  Govern  ir's  clerks;  to  the  left,  fo'iling-doors 
opened  directly  into  the  Governor's  room.  The 
addition  made  during  the  war  was  ooctlpied  by  the 
Go^-emor's  Military  l^retary.  The  room  bad  few 
decorations;  a  portrait  of  Lafayette,  by  Charles 
Ingham,  w,xs  about  the  only  embellishment  the 
room  contained.  It  is  a  full-Ientrth  portrait,  a  fine 
work  of  art,  and  represents  very  t  orret  tly  the  fea- 
tures of  its  illustrious  original.  It  now  hangs  in  tbe 
ILxecutive  Chamber  of  the  new  Capitol. 

A  large  table,  the  office  de>k  (1  tlie  Ci >vcrnor-i, 
stood  in  the  center  of  the  room.  A  desk  for  the 
Private  Secretary,  book -cases,  iofitt»  and  lomeeasy 
chairs,  made  up  its  furniture. 

The  old  Senate  Chamber,  a  very  handsome  room, 
exceedingly  ajipr' ii)riat.e  lor  It  gisialixe  [^u: ] i' i^'.'S, 
was  embellished  with  porirait-si  1  three  liisnnguished 
men— Christopher  Columbus,  Gc<trge  Clinton  and 
Stewart  L.  Woodford.  The  first  of  these  was  pre* 
seated  to  the  Senate,  in  1784,  by  Maria  Farmer,  a 
descendant  of  the  hone'-t  Jacob  I.ei-K  r.  onc  e 
yfte/o  Colonial  Governor  of  New  ^'ork.  murdcicd 
by  his  enemies  fur  high  treason  while  guilty  of  no 
cr i  m  e.  The  picture  of  Clinton  ia  painted  from  life, 
and  is  an  artistic  work.  Tbe  portrait  of  Woodford 
was  presented  to  the  Senate  by  his  firiends  in  the  ' 
Senate  of  186S. 

The  doorways  of  the  .^enate  ChamlKT  were  orna- 
mented with  a  sculptured  cornice  familiar  to  the 
architecture  ofseventy  years  ago.  A  tall  Dutch  clock, 
that  (or  nearly  a  century  noted  the  nHkial  honrs  of 
asst-nililing  and  adjourning,  was  a  main  featuieofthe 
chamber.  The  galleries  were  a  fiction  of  language, 
being  on  the  same  level  as  the  main  floor. 

JAMES  W.  EATON. 

The  subject  of  this  sketch,  James  Webster  Eaton, 
was  bom  August  22,  1817,  at  Summerville,  N.  J.  * 

His  father,  Josi  di  l-laton,  came  from  Keene.  N.  n., 

and  ^\as  ile.icended  from  old  I'liiit.in  stock  which 
had  taken  root  in  the  Massachusetts  Bay  Colony  , 


in  the  early  days,  whence  the  descendants  had 
spread  out  owr  New  England.    His  mother,  Ger- 
trude MacEaton,  was  o(  Scotch-German  parentage 
and  was  born  in  New  Jersey.    Itoth  were  intelligent, 
industrious.  God-fearing  people.    In  1828,  young 
Eaton  removed  with  his  parents  to  .Mbatiy,  where, 
not  long  after,  he  began  to  learn  the  trade  of  his 
father,  that  of  a  stonemason.    Born  with  the  heri- 
tage of  respei  t.ible  poverty,  whicli  has  been  the 
spur  of  ambition  to  so  many,  he  diligently  laid 
hold  of  every  opportunity  fat  selAimprovement, 
and  while  he  spent  the  summer  working  at  his 
trade,  in  the  winter  he  attended  the  old  Lancaster 
School  and  a  private  school  kept  by  Mr.  Fitch, 
both  of  which  are  names  lamiliar  to  many  old 
Albanians,  who  gained  there  that  nodcst,  b«it«IB- 
cient  education  which  has  been  so  great  an  element 
in  their  subsequent  success.    In  i  ^\o.  Mr.  Eaton 
tn.iriied  Eiiza  M.  IlLiirier,  who  is  still  living.  By 
this  marriage  there  were  three  children,  iwo  *of 
whom  survive:  Calvin  Ward,  who  is  amenberjof 
the  firm  of  Van  Santford  dt  Eaton,  wliolesak 
lumber  dealers,  and  James  Webster,  Jr.,  who  tss 
recent  graduate  of  \'ale  and  the  senior  partner  of 
the  law  firm  of  Eaton  it  Kirch wey.    .\lK>ut  the 
time  of  his  marriage,  Mr.  Kaion  embarked  in  the 
building  business  which  he  has  since  foUowed. 
His  sterling  integrity,  indomitable  purpose  and 
business  sagacity,  slowly,  but  surely,  won  for  him 
the  victory  over  adverse  circumstances.     The  his- 
tories of  such  lives  would  be  interesting  commas 
taries  on  tbe  influence  of  cbancter  over  fortune, 
if  they  could-  be  written  out;  but  such  a  history 
must  usually  be  read  in  the  tangible  achievements 
of  painstaking  effort.    In  his  business  career,  Mr. 
Eaton  has  probably  done  as  much  as  any  odier 
cme  man  to  beautUV  tbe  city  of  his  residence. 
Over  five  hundred  of  the  most  noteworthy  of  the 

])ublic  and  business  buiKlings.  ami  the  most  ele- 
gant of  the  private  residences  in  Albany,  have  been 
erected  by  him,  and  h  s  reputation  as  a  builder  is 
unsurpassed.  In  1874,  he  was  sfpointed  Gor* 
emor  Dix,  Superintendent  of  CuMtrucdon  of  the 
New  Capitol,  an  office  which  he  held  during  four 
successive  administrations  until  the  position  itself 
was  abolished  in  1883.  This  magni6oent  structuie^ 
most  of  which  vas  erected  nndtf  his  supetviaion, 
and  over  the  practical  details  of  which  he  had 
control,  is  an  enduring  monument  to  his  adminis- 
trative capacity  as  well  as  mechanical  skill.  In 
these  days  of  political  jobs,  it  is  a  significant  and 
gratifying  bet,  that  men  of  aU  politiol  faiths  who 
are  conversant  with  tbe  management  of  this  great 
work,  unite  voluntarily,  asserting  that  no  suspi- 
cion of  unfairness  or  undue  partizansliip  has  ever 
clung  to  bim.  Whatever  may  be  the  critictsms 
made  upon  the  design  of  tbe  Capitol,  or  the  ma- 
terials used  in  it,  or  the  meAod  of  administratioD 
under  the  old  Commission — for  which  Mr.  Eaton 
was  o(  course  in  no  way  responsible  and  over 
which  he  had  no  control — it  is  safe  to  assert, 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  die  State  never 
had  a  more  honest,  fearless,  and  efficient  servant 
Sij  flir  as  the  ajipointments  maiie  by  him,  per- 
sonally, were  concerned,  his  administration  was  aa 
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admirable  exemplification  of  practical  Civil  Ser>-ice 
reform. 

Since  his  retirement  from  the  Capitol,  Mr.  Eaton 
has  devoted  himself  principally  to  the  management 
and  improvement  of  his  real  estate,  of  which  he  has 
a  considerable  amount  in  and  about  the  city. 

During  tlie  greater  part  of  his  life,  Mr.  Eaton  has 
been  a  consistent  member  of  the  Methodist  Kpisco- 
pal  Church,  and  fur  many  years  President  of  the 
Board  of  Trustet^s  of  the  Hudson  Avenue  .Soci- 
ety, now  known  as  the  First  M.  E.  Church.  Mr. 
Eaton  has  always  enjoyed,  in  very  large  measure. 


the  esteem,  confidence  and  respect  of  his  fellow 
citizens;  but  only  to  those  who  have  known  him 
intimately  has  it  been  given  to  fully  appreciate  the 
genial  kindliness,  the  laige-hearted  sympathy,  and 
unobtrusive  generosity  which  has  endeared  him  to 
many.  As  a  loving  husband  and  father,  as  an  up- 
right official,  as  a  useful  and  successful  member  ot 
society,  and  abcive  all,  as  a  good  man  in  the  highest 
sen>e  of  the  term,  it  has  seemed  to  us  that  the 
histor)'  of  Albany  would  be  incomplete  without 
this  little  sketch  of  his  life,  especially  in  connection 
witli  ilje  New  Capilo'. 


THE  NEW  Capitol. 

From  OiKOod'*  "  Pobtic  Service  of  th«  Sum  of  N«w  York.' 


THE  NEW  CAPITOL. 

The  scat  of  government  of  New  York,  during 
the  colonial  period,  was  in  the  Ciiy  of  New  York. 
There  the  Colonial  Legislature  generally  held  its 
sessions,  at  first,  at  the  fort.  It  sometimes  con- 
vened in  Jamaica,  I  .  \.  .\t  lengtli  it  met  regularly 
in  the  New  York  City  Hall. 

New  York  City  was  regarded  as  the  capital  dur- 
ing the  revolution;  but  when  (he  British  Army  took 
possession  of  it,  the  Legislature  was  comj>eIlcd  to 
meet  at  places  regarded  most  safe  from  the  attacks 
of  the  British — as  at  White  Plains,  .Mbany,  King- 
ston and  Poughkeepsie.  After  the  British  evacu- 
ateil  New  York,  the  Ixfgislature  assembled  at  these 
places  or  in  New  York.  The  places  designated 
for  each  session  were  fixed  by  a  vote  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, or  by  the  Governor.  .Since  1798  the  legisla- 
lative  sessions  have  been  held  entirely  at  Albany. 


As  the  growth  of  the  State  had  rendered  the  Old 
Capitol  100  limited  for  legislative  and  other  pur- 
poses, the  subject  of  erecting  a  New  Capitol  at  Al- 
bany began  to  be  agitated.  But  it  took  no  definite 
form  until  April  24,  1863,  when,  on  motion  of 
Hon.  James  A.  Bell,  Senator  fiom  Jefferson 
County,  the  Senate  refeired  the  subject  to  the  Trus- 
tees of  the  Capitol  and  the  Committee  on  Public 
Buildings. 

In  1865,  the  Senate  appointed  a  committee  of 
ihiee  to  receive  propositions  from  various  cities  of 
the  -Slate,  as  to  what  action  they  would  take  in  re- 
gard to  the  removal  of  the  capital  of  the  .State  from 
Albany.  The  question  of  its  removal  at  that  time 
was  considerably  agitated.  No  satisfactory  results 
were  reached  by  the  action  of  this  committee,  ex- 
cept in  res|>onse  to  the  circular  issued  by  it.  Albany 
proposed  to  convey  Congress  Hall  Block,  or  any 
other  lands  in  the  city,  required  for  the  purpose  of 


450 


HISTORY  OF  THE  COUNTY  OF  ALBANY. 


a  New  Capitol.  This  proposal  was  at  once  accepted, 
and,  on  Majr  i,  1865,  an  act  aathocuiiw  the  erec- 
tion of  a  New  Capitol,  at  Alfaanj,  {Mied  the  Legis- 
lature. Tdc  t;rnnii  structure  n<Tw  known  as  the 
New  Capitol  was,  by  cxca>'ating  and  laying  (ounda- 
tioii%  bc^n  July  7,  1869. 

It  was  not  until  early  in  the  sommer  of  1871 
that  the  Bupentractnie  was  ready  to  receive  the 
corner-stone.  June  24,  1871,  was  clesiprmtf  i!  as 
the  day.  The  exercises  attending  tiiis  wurk  were 
grand  and  imposing.  An  introductory  .uiilrcss 
wM  deliveied  bjr  the  Hon.  Hamilton  Harris^  fol- 
lowed Xnf  leading  a  list  of  the  docamenui  placed  in 
the  corner-stone,  hy  Hon.  Willium  K.  Rice;  an  ad- 
dress by  Governor  John  T.  Hoffman;  and  .Masonic 
ceremonies  conducted  by  Most  Worshipful  John 
Anton,  Grand  Master  of  the  Grand  Masonic  Lodge 
of  the  State. 

The  liberal  spirit  of  the  citizens  of  Albany  was 
exhibited  in  a  marked  manner  in  the  erection  of 
the  New  Gaintol.  To  Hon.  Hamilton  Harris, 
Aviide&t  of  the  Board  of  Capitol  Commianonen, 
and  to  his  exertions  in  the  Senate,  the  Slate  and  the 
City  of  Albany  are  largely  indchtetl  for  the  suc- 
cessful manner  in  whitii  the  worit  was  from  the 
first  pushed  forward.  By  a  concurrent  resolution 
adopted  Mav  14,  1878,  the  legislature  declared 
the  new  boildh^  to  be  the  Capitol  of  the  State  of 
New  York,  and  it  was  formally  occupied  as  such 
January  7,  1879.  The  same  evening  the  citizens  of 
Albany  gave  a  reception  in  honor  of  the  evcn^ 
and  conunemorative  exercises  were  held  tmder 
anthoriqr  of  the  Legislature  on  the  i  sth  of  Febmarjr 
following. 

Nrw Capitol Cohhissionkrs. — Hamilton  Harris, 
May  3,  1866;  John  V.  L.  Pwyn,  May  3,  1866; 
Obadiab  B.  Uitham,  May  3,  1866;  James  S. 
Thayer,  May  19,  1868;  William  A.  Rice,  May  19, 
1S68;  James  Tcrwiiliger,  May  19,  1868;  John  T. 
Hudson,  May  19,  1868;  Alonxo  fi.  Cornell,  May 
19,  i86t. 

Second  lifURD. — Hamilton  Harris,  April  a6j 
1871;  William  C.  Kingsley,  April  26,  1871;  Will- 
iam A.  Rice,  April  26,  1871;  ChaunccyM.  Depew, 
^iril  »6,  1871;  Ddos  Dc  Wulf,  April  36.  1871; 
Edwin  A.  Merritt,  April  26,  1871. 

Architects  — Thomas  Fuller,  August  12,  1868; 
Eidlits,  Richardson  &  Co.,  September  12,  1876. 

Stn»Eaii«T«in»tNTs.— John  Bridgeford,  September 
10,  1868;  William  J.  .Mc.Mpinc^  June  II,  1873; 
James  W.  Eatoo,  June  la,  1874. 

The  Second  Bsard  was  sapeneded  by  Act  of  the 

Legislature  of  1S75,  and  the  r.icutenant-C»ovetnor, 
Attorney-General,  and  Auditor  of  the  Canal  De- 
partment were  constituted  Commissi' >n(-ts  of  the 
New  Capitol.  An  Advisory  Board  to  ibeCommis- 
rioners  was  appointed  July  15,  1875,  consisting  of 
F.  Law  Olmsted,  Leopold  Eidlitz  and  Henry 
Richardson.  This  board  was  superseded  by  the 
appointment  of  architects  in  1876.  An  Act  passed 
March  30,  1883,  autborixed  the  Governor,  by  and 
with  die  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  toapi  oint 
an  officer  to  be  km  iwn  as  tlie  Commissir^ner  ut  the 
New  Capitol,  who  shall  have  charge  of  the  work  of 


constructing  and  finishing  building:  He  is 
autborixed  to  employ  labor,  poicbiM  Btalerial  and 
malce  contracts,  which,  in  all  caie^  must  b« 

awarded  to  the  lowest  hon.t  fiJr  responsible  bidder. 
He  IS  required  to  give  a  bond  for  $50,000,  condi- 
tioncJ  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of 
his  office.  His  tenn  of  o(Bce  is  the  same  ms  that 
of  the  Governor,  from  whom  he  receives  his  ap- 
pointment. His  salary  is  $7,500  per  annum.  The 
same  Act  abolislied  tiie  office  of  Superintentlcnt  of 
the  Capitol. 

A  subsequent  law  of  the  same  year  designated 

tlie  Governor,  Lieutenant-Governor  and  Speaker  of 

the  .\ss<  m!i!\',  cx  officio,  trustees  of  the  finished 
jjarLs  the  l)uilding,  and  of  several  other  public 
buildings  of  the  State  at  .\lbany,  for  which  they 
are  to  appoint  a  Superintendent  M  an  annual  salaiy 
of  13,500. 

.After  the  laying  of  the  comer-stone,  the  work 
on  tlie  building  was  continued  with  more  or  less 
rapidity,  according  to  the  appropriation  of  funds. 

There  were  times  of  entire  cessation  front  work 
for  lack  of  fbnds.  In  1874  no  work  was  done 
upon  it  for  six  ninths. 

It  is  now  occupied  by  the  Senate  and  Assembly, 
the  Court  of  Appeal,  and  nearlj  all  the  Stale 
Departments. 

The  Foundation. — To  receive  the  foundation, 
the  cirth  Wius  (.-xca^aied  to  an  average  depth  of  15- 
feet  below  the  surface.    Then  concrete  to  the 
Uuckness  of  four  feet  was  first  laid  down.  The 
material  for  this  was  of  a  nature  that  indurates 
with  the  lapse  of  time,  so  that  a  stone  floor  n>jw 
exists  which  is  every  year  approaching  the  hard- 
ness and  duration  of  granite.    The  sub -base- 
ment exicnda  down  nineteen  feet  four  inches,  and 
contains  935,000  cubic  feet  of  stone.    The  brick 
walls  are  from  thirty-two  inches  to  five  feet  thick, 
containini;  btlween  ten  ami  eleven  million  bricks. 
The  foundation      the  main  tower  is  one  hundred 
and  ten  feet  square  at  the  base,  tapering  to  seventy 
feet  S(|uare  at  the  basement  floor,    The  sub-base- 
ment IS  divided  into  one  hundred  and  forty-four 
ditTercnt  a|>|>artments,  and  is  utilised  %X  t»*qH"C 
Storing  and  ventilating  purposes. 

The  immense  boilers  in  the  sub-basement  used 
for  propelling  machinery  for  heating,  lighting  and 
ventilating  purposes  have  long  been  regarded  as 
dangerously  locaii  d.  'I'Li  y  wuru  ccn-idered  liable 
to  explode.  Ihey  were  also  the  source  of  other 
inconvenfences.  A  proposal  to  remove  them  to  a 
building  adjacent  to  the  Capitol,  to  be  constructed 
by  the  State  for  this  purpose,  has  been  agitated  for 
several  scs^i' ns  of  the  Legislature.  The  Legisla- 
ture of  1^85  parsed  an  Act  providing  for  the  erec- 
tion of  a  building  for  a  boiler-house  with  chimney- 
stack,  having  a  conduit  running  ficooi  the  boiiar- 
house  to  the  CapitoL 

The  foundation  of  tlM  bofler-hottK  is  levca  feet  bdov 

the  sidewalk  at  the  corner  of  I^favette  and  Hawk  street*, 
the  walls  three  feet  wide.  From  door  levels  to  the  water 
tables  the  walls  arc  two  feet  thick,  faced  with  dressed 
stone.  Water  tables  blue  stone,  and  the  wall  above  foccd 
with  prcsscil  brick,  tower  included.  The  roof  is  supported 
1)\  iron  troNscs,  pt-aked  aud  slated.  The  floor  is  briclced  or 
flagged.  The  cliiauwy  is  100  feet  high,  built  of  kard  bckk; 
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at  the  bue  it  is  fcarteen  feet  square  and  ten  and  one- 
half  feet  in  diameter  at  the  top.  The  conduit  compriaet 
cait-bon  tabes  in  lengths  of  six  feet,  clearing  six  feel  n  the 

dtameicr  and  an  inch  thick.  Two  ten-inch  stram.pipes  must 
run  through  it  to  connect  the  Capitol  with  the  battery 
of  boiler;.  The  return  pifxrs  arr  four  inches  in  diameter. 
For  370  fiet  ttio  \\  avliiM^;ti  ii  .ivi-mic- ilr.iiiis  an'Iowere<l  three 
feet,  and  Ini  3L10  feet  the  I-alayctti-  >'nt  t  iliains  .ire  lowcieil 
ei»;lit  fwt.  There  are  five  boiler^.,  v.wh  I5i>hi)rse  [.owcr. 
The  pl.ites  arc  made  of  the  best  quality  of  Otis  homo- 
Kcm  ociv  ^teel,  widi  tensile  slKagllk ol  ti(\ooo poMad*  t»f|ie 
inch  of  area. 

The  roBpongibilitjr  of  making  this  construction 
and  the  remov'al  was  committed  to  Hon.  Charles 
B.  Andrews,  Superintctulent  of  Public  Buildings 
and  Grounds  in  Albany  belonging  to  the  State. 

The  Ca{Mtol  is  now  lighted  by  magniiicent  elec- 
tric l^lihts.  The  Senate,  Anemblj  and  Court  of 
Appeals  and  other  larger  rooHM  are  illuminated  by 
the  incandescent  light  llie  effect  of  these  lights 
can  scarcely  be  doaibed,  hot  most  be  seen  to  be 
afMMedated. 

The  GapHol  is  magnificently  sitoated  in  what 

will  be  hereafter  known  as  Capitol  8<)aan^  includ- 
ing the  land  between  Eagle  street  on  the  east, 
Capitol  place  on  the  west,  with  Washington  ave- 
nue on  the  north,  and  State  street  on  the  souih. 
The  length  is  1,034  Teet,  the  width  330,  containing 
in  all  rj-.^,  acres. 

Capitol  place  is  155  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
Hudson,  and  the  land  slopes  to  the  east  51  feet 
State  street  leads  directly  up  from  Broadway  to  the 
Capitol. 

One  of  the  first  impressions  of  the  lra\  clcr  as  he 
beholds  the  building  is  its  immense  proportions. 
It  occupies  3}  acres  of  land.  It  is  300  feet  from 
north  to  sou^  and  400  feet  from  east  to  west  The 
walls  are  108  Aetbjgh  fiom  thewater^ble,  and  are 
composed  of  granite  most  of  it  fiom  Halhywell, 
Maine 

The  Central  Court  is  137  by  93  feeti  extending 
an  open  noce  to  the  skv  and  admtttiog  much 
needed  light  and  air.  Above  the  six  dormer  win- 
dows that  open  on  the  Court  that  are  above  the 
fourth  or  gallery  story,  are  sculptured  the  arms  of 
six  families  more  or  less  distinguished  in  the  history 
of  the  State.  The  Stuyvcsant  Arms  are  on  the 
north  side,  west;  Schuyler  arms  on  the  north  side, 
middle;  the  Livingston  arms  on  the  north  side, 
east;  the  Jay  arms  are  on  the  south  side,  west; 
the  Clinton  arms  are  on  the  south  side,  middle; 
tlie  Tompkins  arms  are  on  the  south  aide,  east 

The  carvings  descriptive  of  these  arms,  with  the 
mottoes,  arc  beautifully  wrought,  ami  blend  with 
fine  effect  in  the  whole  entablature  on  which  they 
appear. 

We  take  the  following  description  of  the  Capitol 
fiom  H.  P.  Phelps'  admirably  compiled  work, 
♦•The  Albany  Hand-book." 

The  first  or  ground  story,  which  is  nearly  <>n  a 
level  with  Washington  avenue  and  State  street,  is 
devoted  to  committee  rooms  and  offices  elsewhere 
specifie<l.  Ascent  to  the  other  stories  may  be 
made  by  elevators,  but  visitors  will  generally  preler 
to  walk  ap  on«  or  tlK  o^  of  ^  pand  stair- 


Thx  AssmBLT  SraitcASS,  on  the  north  side,  is  of 

Dorchester  freestone  of  soft  drab  color;  its  ascent 
is  easy;  its  design  vigorous  and  scholarly.  The 
views  of  it  so  oflen  seen  give  a  better  idea  of  its 

majestic  proportions  then  words  can  <lo. 

The  Colukn  C  orriuor. — On  arriving  upon  the 
second  floor  by  the  Assembly  Staircase  will  be  seen 
the  Golden  Corridor,  140  feet  long  by  20  wide 
and  about  twenty-five  feet  high,  extending  along 
the  whole  court  side  of  the  north  center.  Seven 
large  windows  opening  upon  this  court  divide  the 
corridor  into  bays,  twenty  llwt  square.  Eadi  bay 
is  flanked  by  piers,  between  which  arches  are 
turned,  and  these  arches  sustain  a  low  and  ribless 
groined  vault. 

Mr.  Montgomery  Schuyler  says: 

"The  piers  are  covered  with  a  damask  of  red 
oponnmber.  The  anglemoldings  arc  solidly  gilded. 
Tne  crimson  wall  screen  on  both  sides  is  overhiid 
with  a  simple  reticulation  <  f  l;'  1  i  lines  framing  or- 
naments in  yellow.  The  whole  vault  is  gilded, 
and  upon  its  ground  of  gold  traveising  eadi  ftce 
of  the  vault,  is  a  series  of  bands  of  minute  ornament 
in  brown,  scarlet  and  deep  blue.  The  method — 
this  close  mosaic  of  minute  (ptantities  of  crude 
color — is  entirely  Oriental  in  treatment  and  effect 
The  varying  surfaces  of  the  vaulting,  each  covered  • 
with  fretted  gold,  give  a  vista,  lengthened  by  the 
dwindling  arches,  alive  with  flashing  lights  and 
shimmering  shadows.  Openinij  out  of  the  corridor 
to  the  right  is  the  room  originally  intended  for  the 
Court  of  Appeals,  bvt declined  by  the  Judge  as  un- 
suitable for  their  ptufiose.  It  is  sixty  fe^  square 
and  twenty-five  ieet  high,  subdivide  into  parallel- 
ograms, one  twice  the  width  of  the  other,  by  a  line 
of  red  granite  columns  carrying  with  broad,  low 
arches  a  maible  wall.  The  walls  are  of  sandstone, 
visible  in  some  places,  but  covered  in  most  with  a 
decoration  in  deep  red,  and  with  the  tall  wainscot- 
ing of  oak,  which  occupy  the  wal!  al^vr  the  dado 
of  sand<itone.  1  he  ceihng  is  a  superb  construction 
in  carved  oak,  carried  on  a  system  of  beams  dimin- 
ishing in  sixe  from  the  great  girdeis  supported  by 
great  braces,  and  finally  closed  by  oaken  panels, 
profusely  catved.  The  .Senate  occupied  this  rootn 
previous  to  the  completion  of  the  Senate  Chamber, 
and  it  has  been  used  for  various  purposes.  At  the 
time  of  the  ccan^  m  rebtfam  to  the  ceiling  of  the 
Assembly  Chamber,  in  1882-43.  it  was  hastily  fitted 
up  for  the  occupation  of  the  .^s^embly  wiih  gallery, 
etc.  The  members  sat  there  one  day  and  retti  ned 
10  their  qoartera  When  the  State  Library  I'uild- 
ing  was  rased,  this  room  and  the  Golden  Corridor 
were  Qtilised  temporarily  for  library  purposes. 

Tmt  AsscKBLT  Crakbcr. — ^Asoending  ano^er 

flight  of  the  staircase  wc  come  to  what  is,  without 
doubt,  the  grandest  legislative  hall  in  the  world — • 
the  Assembly  Chamber — 84x140  feet  by  including 
the  galleriei^  although  the  chamber  proper  is  but 
84  by  8$  foet  Pour  great  pillars,  4  feet  in  diameter, 
of  red  granite,  sustain  the  largest  g;roined  Stone 
arch  in  the  world,  the  key-st<>ne  being  56  feet  from 
the  floor.     These  pillars,  and    the   arch  which 

qirings  from  them,ve  the  nvost  striking  features 
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of  the  room,  but  it  will  bear  a  world  of  study. 
While  all  admit  the  grandeur  of  the  work,  its 
▼utness  is  aho  its  defect;  for  as  a  debating  hall  it 
is  far  from  perfect.  With  the  Assjembly  in  perfect 
order  (a  condition  rarely  obsened  for  ten  consecu- 
tive minutes)  a  gL"d  sneaker  L.inni)t  be  heard 
without  difficulty,  but  the  ^tesman  with  weak 
Innga,  poor  voice,  aninterMting  manner,  or  thread- 
bare subject,  is  apt  to  complain  bit.erly  of  the 
acoustics.  It  had  been  fiiund  net  cs-viiy,  in  order 
to  keep  the  key  stone  in  place,  to  weight  it  very 
heavily;  this  extra  weight  upon  the  sandstone 
cau.sed  stime  of  the  defective  Stones  to  crack. 
Small  pieces  fell,  and  there  was  much  apprehension 
tliat  the  buililing  was  settling  unevenly,  and  that 
the  ttm.s  u|ion  t(  ns  i  f  stone  sn  and  al  'out  tlie  t  eilin;^ 
would  V  >nR-  day  come  down  with  a  cnu>h.  A  com- 
miaion  of  e.\pert«  reported  that  it  was  bOM  tO  take 
the  ceiling  down.  The  architects  protested  and 
offered  to  repair  it  at  tiieir  own  expense;  they  were 
jUlowed  tu  do  so,  replaced  the  defective  StODCSt  and 
all  anxiety  appears  to  have  sulsidcd. 

The  Allegorical  Picturis. — No  one  feature  of 
the  Capitol  has  caused  moce  comment  than  the 
pictuns  that  oocapjr  the  upper  portions  of  the 
north  and  south  walb  of  this  chamber.  They 

were  painted  by  the  late  William  M.  Hunt,  one  of 
tlie  greatest  of  American  artists,  and  possess  a 
mclantlii.ly  interest  from  the  fact  that  they  are  the 
only  work  of  the  kind  he  ever  did.  He  received 
fer  nis  services  fifteen  thousand  doltan.  The  space 
coveieti  In'  tach  is  fifteen  hy  (>irty  feet  That  on 
the  northern  wall  represents  the  allegory  of  Arinujd 
and  Ahfiman,  or  tM  flight  of  Evil  before  r><x)d; 
or,  as  is  more  frequently  interpreted.  The  Flight 
of  Night.  The  Queen  of  Night  is  driving  before 
the  dawn,  charioted  on  clouds  drawn  by  three 
plunging  horses,  one  black,  one  white,  one  red, 
without  other  visible  restraint  than  that  of  a 
swarthtr  guides  who  lloau  at  the  left  of  the  picture, 
and  whose  hand  is  lightly  laid  upon  the  nead  on 
the  outermost  horse.  At  the  right  of  the  goddess, 
and  in  deep  shade,  is  tlie  recumbent  figure  of  a 
sleeping  mother  aith  a  deeping  child  upon  her 
breast  The  picture  on  the  southern  wall  rejMV- 
sents  the  Discoverer  stsnding  upright  in  a  boat, 
dark  against  a  .sunset  sky.  Fortune  erect  stands 
behind  him  trimming  the  sail  with  her  lifted  left 
hand  while  her  light  holds  the  tiller.  The  boat  is 
rising  to  a  sea,  and  is  attended  by  Hope  at  the 
prow,  with  one  arm  resting  on  it,  and 'one  point- 
.ing  (urw.ir;!:  I'aith,  whoso  face  is  liuried  in  her 
arms,  and  who  ts  floating  with  the  tide:  and  Science 
unroliing  a  duut  at  the  side. 

We  are  told  that  since  Mr.  finnt's  mclancholv 
death  on  the  Isle  of  J>lioals,  that  the  lifty-hve  ilays 
devoted  by  himself  and  his  asnistsnt  to  the  paint- 
ing of  these  pictures,  by  no  means  represented  all 
die  labor  bestowed  upon  them.  The  Discoverer 
wa.s  first  drawn  in  charcoal  in  1857.  The  Fl  ghtof 
Ni_i;lit  had  been  put  on  paper  ten  yeais  earlier, 
and  had  been  designed  Mmply  for  an  easel  picture. 
After  accepting  the  commiask>n,  Mr.  Hunt's  pre- 
pamtor)r«Ofk  Ui  \m  Mdio  w  Boston  va«  of  iMMrlf 


five  months'  duration.  F'lr  the  Flight  of  Night, 
the  heads  of  the  horses,  their  legs  and  feet  were  all 
freshly  painted  from  life.  I'he  Queen  was  painted 
from  a  model.  Sleep  and  the  child  were  painted 
from  life;  also  the  dusky  guide.  For  the  other 
picture,  the  Discovcier,  Hope,  .Science,  and  For- 
tune were  painted  from  life  models.  I'he  heads, 
hands,  and  arms  of  these  figures  were  also  drawn 
and  colored  as  separate  studies.  In  all,  thirty  or 
more  careful  charcoal  drawings  and  more  than 
twelve  pastels  were  made,  besides  nineteen  ccun- 
plete  copies  in  oil — seventeen,  twelve  by  thirty 
inches,  and  two,  six  by  eight  feet.  I^e  work  itself 
had  to  be  done  by  a  specified  time,  and  this  in- 
volved much  anxiety.  Each  morning  the  artist 
and  his  i»;>t.int  were  up  to  catch  from  the  rising 
sun  a  fresh  impression  to  carry  to  the  work  upoa 
the  Flight  of  Night  Kvery  evening  they  walched 
the  waning  daylight,  and  note<l  the  effect  of  figures 
and  objects  against  the  setting  sun,  as  a  study  for 
the  Disc ' 'vertr,  \^\cx  i»n  in  the  wcrk,  Mr.  Hunt 
obtained  from  his  assistant  a  solemn  promise  that 
if  their  efl'ort  proved  a  failure,  he  woidd  paint  out 
both  pictures  in  a  single  night 

The  Soin-u  Side  Coekuiok. — The  Executive 
Chambers,  or  the  Governor's  rooms,  are  te  the 

southeast  comer  on  the  second,  or  entrance  floor. 
On  tlie  wa\  to  tliis  portion  of  the  Capitol,  one  is 
struck  by  two  ver)'  important  differences  in  con- 
struction between  the  southern  corridon  and  tbe 
corresponding  passages  on  the  north  side  oT  die 
buildini,'.     These  differences  COBSiSt  in  the  u.se  of 
Colored  marl  Ics  here  for  wainscoting,  and  in  the 
admission  of  light  by  windows  rising  from  the  top 
of  the  wainscot  above  the  level  of  the  eye  and  aur- 
roundmg  the  doon  leading  into  die  vaiions  com- 
mittee rooms  that  receive  direct  light.    The  effect 
of  the  wainscot  is  of  great  richness  and  v.iriety,  and 
it  also  seems  substantial  and  enduring.    The  rich- 
ness and  variety  of  color  is  truly  wonderful,  and  it 
contains  in  low  tones  more  combinations  than  the 
most  elaborate  palettes  of  a  ji  iintcr  cnuld  reach  in 
a  lifetime.    The  most  proinini  ni.  tints  aie  shades 
and  hues  of  red,  and  these  are  relieved  by  num- 
berless colder  tones,  grays  and  browns  predom- 
inating.  The  marble  lias  been  selected  upon  a 
hanTif>nious  scale  of  color,  and  is  put  together  in 
I  simple  slabs,  die  joining  e<Iges  of  which  are  bexeled 
I  perpendicularly,  and  are  heki  in  place  by  a  slightly 

i convex  string  molding  and  a  cap  of  brownsione, 
which,  #here  they  abut  upon  doors,  are  daintily 
carved  into  terminal  bos.<;es,  while  the  whole  rests 
i  upon  a  moldetl  base  of  brownstonc.  This 
wainscot  is  more  pleasing  than  any  combination  of 
tiles  could  bc^  but  its  effect  would  be  entirely 
dirown  away  were  it  not  for  the  means  adopted  Ibr 
lighting  the  oorridois  dirough  the  arindowa  above 
mentioned. 

The  GoviEHoa's  Room  is  eix^  feet  long  by  forty 

wide;  the  walls  are  wainscoted  to  a  liei^'hi  of 
fifteen  or  sixteen  feet  with  mahogaii)  ,  arranged  in 
square  panels  surmounted  with  a  band  of  carving 
and  a  carved  molding  above.  The  space  between 
this  and  the  oeiiisg  of  mahogany  is  covered  with 
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hangings  of  Spanish  leatber,  which  hannonize,  in 

its  Mift  tones  of  golden-brown,  and  red,  and  olive, 
wiiii  ilie  mahogany.  On  one  side  of  the  looin  is 
an  enormous  fire-place  having  a  shelf  and  several 
emblematic  panels  of  elaborate  carving  about  it  | 
The  ceiling  »  composed  of  beams,  which  divide 
the  space  into  jmne's,  ha\in!?  rails  perforated  in  ' 
the  form  of  a  qualrcfoii  surruunding  the  panel. 
There  are  convenient  arrangements  lo  c(  niicct 
with  the  offices  of  the  executive  attendanu  and  the 
bill  room  bf  small  doors  in  the  ptuieling,  and 
altogether  the  room  is  well  adapted  to  the  recep- 
lion  of  persons  iiaving  business  to  transact  with  the 
Governor  Md  his  ««i>tnm. 

The  CoRRinoK  m-  Coii  mns.  Ascending  from 
this  floor  by  the  commodious  and  easy  running 
elevator,  wc  find  ourselvc-s  in  a  corridor  simitar  to 
tliat  previously  described,  which  leads  into  a 
broader  one,  running  east  and  west  along  the  north 
side  of  the  Senate  Chamber.  I  his  last-named 
corridor^  which  is  after  plans  furnished  by  Mr. 
EidliUt,  IS  endTelj  lined  and  vaulted  with  sandstone, 
and  Ims  ft  row  of  columns  in  the  center,  above 
which  there  is  a  double-arched  vault  extending  to 
eitlicr  wall.  Upon  this  spacimi--  curridur  Mpfii  the 
main  doors  leadmg  to  the  .Senate  t  hamber. 

The  St.\.KTE  Chamber,  in  the  richness  and 
variety  of  its  decoration,  is  equaled  only  by  the 
.&mous  Sl  Mark's  Cathedral  ia  Venice.  Its  treat* 
ment  was  assigned  to  Mr.  Richardson,  and  (^his 
success  thtre  can  be  no  question.  Tlie  space  in 
which  ho  had  lo  work  was  sixty  feet  in  breadUi, 
nearly  i  nc  hundred  in  length,  and  about  fiAy  in 
height.  He  has  reduced  the  plaa  of  the  foam  to  a 
nearly  square  form,  cutting  off  from  either  end  of 
it  the  lobbies,  above  which  are  placed  the  gal- 
leries, opening  on  the  chamber  proper.  These 
lobbies,  opening  from  the  corridors,  are  simple  in 
treatment  Yet  by  a  slight  similatiQr  in  detail 
they,  in  a  ncssore,  prepare  the  eye  (or  the  Senate 
Chamber  itselC  They  are  wainscoted  with  a  light 
marble,  arranged  panehvise  in  slabs  and  rails,  and 
are  ceiled  with  cjuartercd  oak.  From  the  west 
lobby  opens  the  Lieutenant-Governor's  lOom,  oom- 
ibrtaoiy  fitted  np  with  a  carved  and  polished  ma* 
hogany  wainscot  and  fire-place,  and  an  oak  ceiling 
supported  on  corbels  of  marble.  By  the  arrange- 
ment of  die  galleries  over  the  lobbic%  Omt  actual 
floor  space  of  the  Senate  Chamber  proper  is  re- 
duced to  about  sui^  feet  by  fifty-five.  Entering  on 
this  floor  by  the  main  doorway  from  the  vjulted 
corridor  above  described  we  first  seethe  south  wall, 
fiom  which  the  chunber  is  lighted  bv  three  large 
openings  rising  from  a  level  with  the  floor  and  six 
Mier  openings  near  the  cdling.  Two  of  the 
\tt^t  windows  are  filled  with  disks  of  stained  gla<s, 
which  shade  from  browns  and  rubies  near  the 
floor  through  olives  and  golden  hues  to  the  semi- 
circular tops,  which  are  filled  with  varied  iridescent 
snd  opalescent  tint».  .The  central  window  is  olv 

scurcfl  bv  tl)r  rt  rt^los  behind  the  jiresident's  desk, 
which  rises  t<i  the  spring  of  the  window  arches, 
but  does  not  cover  the  semicircular  window- 
head,  which,  like  tbe  othei^  is  filled  with  many* 


hned  opalescent  glna   The  stained  glass  has  been 

used  not  only  lo  add  brilliancy  of  color,  but  to 
avoid  the  glare  of  light  that  has  proved  so  objec- 
tionable in  -some  of  the  other  rooms.  These  win- 
dows are  arched,  and  the  stone  moldings  above 
and  below  diem  are  carved  with  intricate  and  deli- 
cate patterns  of  interwoven  lace-like  forms,  anrl  a 
carved  band  of  stone  dnidts  llic  lower  ]j.ut  uf 
each  window  from  the  semicircular  upper  light 
The  capitals  of  the  angle  columns  are  more 
heavily  cut  into  conventional  forms  taken  from 
oak  leaves  and  other  foliage.  The  wall  sj^ace  be- 
tween the  windows,  as  far  up  as  the  spring  of  ilie 
arches,  is  of  Knoxville  Tenn.,  marble,  a  redilish- 
gray  stone  not  highly  polished,  though  having  a 
smooth  finish. 

The  Mexican  Onyx  I'.vnfiim;. — Above  the 
three  arches  of  the  lower  windows  for  about  twelve 
feet  (perpendicular),  the  wall  is  pandad  with  Mex- 
ican oTVfL.  Tliese  panels  are  cut  into  slabs  three 
feel  squsre  and  are  separated,  or  rather  framed,  by 
slightly  convex  rails  of  Sienna  (Italy)  marble,  the 
mottled  reds,  yellows,  and  browns  of  which  con- 
tnwl  with  the  tints  of  the  onyx.  For  additional 
support  the  slabs  are  backed  up  with  slabs  of  ordi- 
nary marble.  The  variety  of  color  di8pla)<ed  in  the 
onyx  is  very  rem.Trk,ib!e.  the  iirevailing  tints  being 
mottled  and  serni-lranslucent  whites,  cream  colors, 
sea-water,  olive  and  ivory.  These  tints  are  broken 
and  waved  by  lines,  striae  and  splashes  of  raw 
Sienna  coloring,  rosy  brown,  and  numberless  shades 
of  other  neutral  browns,  some  inclining  toward  red 
and  some  toward  green  and  even  blue,  while  the 
surface  everywhere  varies  in  play  of  light  and  shade 
of  semi-opaci^  and  translucence.  The  various 
slabs,  no  two  of  which  are  alike,  are  arranged  with 
a  certain  idea  of  contrast,  but  never  formally 
nor  with  legularity  of  counter-change.  They  are 
laid  haphazard  with  a  motive.  The  dividing  rails 
of  Sienna  marble  are  of  colors  that  harmonise  ad- 
mirably with  those  of  the  onyx,  l>eing  principally 
yellows  of  a  soft  golden  character  and  reddish- 
brown  mottled,  the  intensity  of  which  is  varied  in 
every  piece,  and  sometimes  approaches  SO  neariy 
the  color  of  an  adjacent  slab  of  onyx  as  to  melt 
into  it  Both  putds  and  rails  are  highly  polished. 
Above  this  paneling  is  a  string  course  of  simply 
carved  marble,  and  above  this  is  the  upper  tier  of 
windowii,  six  in  number.  The  shape  and  treat- 
ment are  simihr  lo  those  of  the  lower  windowa 
The  wall  space  above  these  windows  is  filled  in 
with  lead,  heavily  gilded,  consiilutiiiL;.i  >;t  .f  fi  ir/, 
The  ornament  of  this  is  a  carefully  studied  design 
of  arabescjue  or  floral  pattern,  bealen  out  or  em- 
bossed by  means  of  hammers,  stamps  and  dies  of 
various  sixes  and  sha|)es,  thus  affording  a  varied 
p'av  of  light  and  shade  on  the  gilt  surface  This 
field  ol  gold,  being  absolutely  neutral,  adapts  ii>«elf 
to  the  C^or  of  the  surrounding  objects,  and  in  the 
elevation  and  depieasioo  of  its  beaten  and  stamped 
surihce  supplies  the  complementary  colors  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  color  harmony  of 
the  whole  chamber.  Above  the  broad  frieze 
of  beaten  gold,  and  terminating  the  wall  are 
the  maoive  carved  beans  of  oak,  more  than  fijor 
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fcet  in  depth,  wMch  contdtQtc  tiM  (Huncwofli  of 

the  reilinc;.  These  great  beams  are  supported  on 
stone  curbcis  sunk  into  the  walls  and  projecting 
under  the  beams.  The  corbels  are  carved  into  bold 
and  vigorous  focms  derived  from  foliage  and 
flowen.  The  main  beams  divide  die  cdling  into 
lonp.  narrow,  rectangular  spaces  running  from  east 
to  west,  ami  tlicse  spaces  are  divided  into  lesser 
rectangular  spaces  running  north  and  south,  which 
are  again  divided  in  half  Inr  smaller  beams  and 
sqoares,  whidi  are  atill  farther  divided  bjr  rails 
into  four  square  panels  eacli.  Half  way  between 
the  east  and  west  walls  is  the  main  entrance  of  the 
corridor,  and  on  either  side  of  this  entrance  are  two 
great  open  fire-|>laces  jutting  out  into  the  room. 
The  doonraf  and  flre^lacei  are  constrocted  of 
marble,  as  is  the  space  between  them.  The  open- 
ings of  the  firc-placcs  are  aboul  six  feet  in  height, 
and  something  more  in  breadth.  The  cheerful 
effect  of  these,  when  filled  with  blazing  logs,  the 
flames  of  whidi  are  reflected  on  the  polished  onyx 
and  marble  from  all  sides  of  the  mom.  may  well  be 
imagined.  Above  the  fire  opcnmgs  are  to  be 
carved  legends  or  s)mt>olical  devices.  Al>ove  these 
are  the  broad  faces  of  the  diimney-breast^  which 
are  lo  00  cih  m  Daa-icuc^  wtm  represemanans  ot 
historical  or  legendarj'  scenes,  emblematical  of  or 
illustrating  the  legislative  character  of  the  room. 
The  whole  chimney-pieces  are  about  half  as  high 
as  the  room,  reaching  to  the  string  coarse  below 
the  gold  fHeae.  Above  die  doorway  and  wall 
space  of  Knoxville  marble,  we  see  the  wall  space 
up  to  the  frieze  covered  with  the  Mexican  onyx 
panel,  and  like  the  frieze,  in  greater  extent  of  sur- 
mce  than  elsewhere.  Above  the  onyx  and  inclosed 
within  die  fHexe  is  a  long  rectangular  space,  which 
may  be  flllcfl  in  with  mural  painting  of  Smne 
allegorical  subject  fitted  to  the  place. 

Thk  Court  of  Appeals. — Nine  spacious  rooms 
are  assigned  for  the  Court  of  Appeals,  six  in  the 
third  or  principal  story,  three  in  the  fourth  or  gal- 
lery story,  the  two  stories  being  connected  by  an 
ornamented  iron  staircase.  The  Court-room  is  in 
tfie  southeast  comer  over  the  executive  chamber, 
and  is  35  by  53  feet  and  25  feet  high.  It  is  finished 
in  quartered  red  oak,  timbered  ceiling  of  the  same 
material,  with  carved  beams  and  (leep  recessed 
panels.  The  five  window  openings  arc  fmished 
witb  Knoxville  maiUe,  the  arches  resting  on  carved 
trasses  and  colnmns  recessed  into  the  angles  formed 
by  the  j&mbs  and  outer  belting,  terminating  in 
ornamental  trusses.  A  deep  Ljr\Lil  od  string  in 
line  with  the  trusses,  and  the  car\ed  capiuls  of  the 
marble  colamns  divide  the  oak  paneling  on  the 
walls  into  two  parts.  'I'he  framework  of  the  upper 
section  is  filled  in  with  large  plain  panels,  and  the 
intention  is  ti'  Jrn  irate,  bv  gilding,  the  rails.  The 
panels  are  designed  to  be  painted  in  varied  designs 
to  harmonize  with  the  wood-carving.  The  lower 
section  below  the  window  arches  stands  ap<m  a 
molded  base  and  is  filled  in  with  double  raised 
panels  aii<l  sub  divi<ied  lougituilinaily  by  car\ed 
String  coursc-s,  containing  between  them  a  section 
of  vertical  fluted  work,  in  which  are  fixed  at  intcr- 
vabb  in  carved  frames^  the  portraits  of  the  jodgcs, 


many  of  whidi  hang  in  die  Comrt  of  AppeaV 

room  of  the  Old  r^pitol.    On  the  west  side  Ol  the 
rcK)in  is  a  recessed  fire-place  of  large  dimensions, 
over  which  is  displayed  the  arms  of  the  State, 
carved  in  the  oaken  panels  of  the  mantel  over  the 
recess.   The  leccM  of  the  lire-place  is  Bned  with 
Sienna  marble,  and  lias  a  liench  on  either  side  of 
the  lire-place  of  the  same  material.  The  lintel  over 
the  fire-place  is  also  of  Sienna  marble,  richly 
carved  and  eztendiiig  across  the  whole  receaa. 
Resdng  on  the  lintel  is  a  large  panel  composed  of 
several  choice  specimens  of  Mexican  onyx  skill- 
fully arranged.     The  Judge's  bench  has  been  care- 
fully designed  in  style  and  form  to  suit  the  require- 
ments and  wishes  of  that  honorable  body.  The 
front  is  divided  into  panels  set  hi  ftamework;  the 

panels  are  exipiisitelv  rnrved  in  varied  designs  and 
separMtril  by  oniamtiuai  balusters,  the  whole  rest- 
ing un  a  molded  base.  Carved  in  the  center  panel 
are  the  arms  of  the  State.  There  is  a  medallion 
convex  of  carved  grotesqae  heads  located  lUong 
the  projectini:  tup.  Perhaps  no  room  in  the  build- 
ing  is  better  .tdaptedlo  its  purpose  than  this. 

The  Soi/THEAST,  or  SitrATt  Staircase  occupies  a 
space  fifty-two  by  fift)'-two,  and  one  hundred  and 
fourteen  feet  high  from  basement  lo  the  top  of  the 
walls.  The  stairs  start  on  the  L:ii.iU!iii  tli.or  on 
the  south  side  and  extend  to  tlic  gallery  story. 
The  great  platforms  and  steps  are  of  Dorchester 
sandstone.  Each  story  is  divided  into  two  sec- 
tions by  spacious  intermediate  platforms  midway 
in  each  story,  extending  the  whole  distance  be- 
tween the  north  and  south  walls,  a  distance  of 
fifty  feet  by  twelve  feet  wide.  The  stairs  are  of 
easy  ascent  and  grand  and  dignified  in  appear- 
ance. The  upper  landings  of  the  stairs  on  each 
story  arc  on  platform<  t-\ti  ndiii^' the  w  1>' ile  length 
between  the  walls  by  fourteen  Icel  wide,  resting  on 
the  walls  at  either  end,  and  supported  at  the  cross- 
joiats  bv  massive  molded  granite  girders.  I'he 
west  walls  on  the  ground  and  entrance  stories  form 
a  continuous  line  of  niches,  divided  by  piers  and 
columns,  embellished  with  molded  brass  and 
carved  caps.  The  west  wall  in  each  of  the  four 
stories  is  pierced  by  large  openings,  throngh  which 
light  is  admitted  to  the  staircase  from  the  court. 
The  cistern  wall  in  the  entrance  and  main  stories 
is  provided  with  balconies,  the  platforms  placed  on 
a  level  with  the  tiled  floors  of  the  corridors  adjoin- 
ing. These  balconies  ser\-e  both  as  useful  and  or- 
namental features,  and  are  approached  through  the 
openings  made  in  the  east  wall,  as  heretofore  de- 
scribed. The  openinj;s  are  sj>anned  by  pointed 
arches,  the  two  outer  arches  extending  o\ct  the 
steps.  The  faces  of  piers  and  arches  are  decorated 
by  incised  ornaments,  the  under  side  of  arches  by 
flowing;  lines  of  tracery,  terminating  in  grotes<|ue 
heads  and  figures.  The  north  and  south  sides  of 
die  wall  arc  each  divided  into  two  o[>enings,  whicfa 
are  spanned  by  arches  springing  Uom  the  massivv 
piers  at  the  ground  floor,  up  to  and  against  the 
piers  resting  upon  the  caps  of  the  center  columns, 

I  from  which  the  upper  span  of  arches  spring,  to  and 
against  the  piers  of  the  various  landings.  These 

1  ardiei  ue  oonatmcted  tt  an  angle  confonning  to 
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the  angles  of  the  steps,  and  supporting  the  same. 

The  vertical  faces  and  sofRts  are  decorated  in  a 
similar  manner  as  the  arclic:*  heretofore  described, 
with  the  exception  of  the  lower  section,  in  which 
spandrels  are  formed,  filled  in  with  geometrical 
tiaoerf. 

Resting  on  the  arches:,  continuing  vip  the  stc]->s, 
and  forming  the  coping  over  the  same,  i.s  a  molded 
string  cuurse,  up  the  face  of  which  i.s  a  deeply  re- 
cessed and  richly  carved  decoration.  This  coping 
and  decwation  extends  akyng  a  level  with  all  the 
platforms,  and  is  divided  by  the  piers  at  the  angles. 
The  coping,  ii]i  the  stejs  and  along  the  platforms, 
is  surmounicil  by  a  beautiful  balustrade  worked  in 
geometrical  Qgures  and  foliage  ornaments,  on 
which  rests  a  heavy  molded  hand-tail.  *  «  * 
This  great  monumental  work  is  believed  tO  be 
without  parallel  on  the  face  of  the  globe. 

Stoxk-work. — The  following  description  of  the 
stone-work  used  on  the  New  Capitol  was  kindly 
Aimished  the  editor  by  Mr.  James  J.  Mitchell, 
Superintendent  of  Granite  Work.  It  pats  on  rec- 
ord ftcts  oF  abiding  interest  hi  the  hlstorjr  of  this 
great  building  that  can  be  found  nowhere  else.  It 
is  the  statement  of  a  skillful  practical  mechanic, 
^lo  has  been  on  the  work  fiotn  the  iN^ifainhig, 
given  in  his  own  clear  language. 

I  came  here  October  8,  1870^  when  the  foun> 
dation  was  being  bollt,  from  Washington,  D.  C, 

where  I  had  been  employed  as  a  stone-cutler  on 
the  Uniletl  States  Capitol  and  other  public  build- 
ings. \\.  ihat  time  the  building  was  under  the 
management  of  a  comoussion,  of  which  the  Hon. 
HamulM  Harris  was  Chairman.  The  comer- 
stone  was  laid  June  24,  1871,  by  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  After  the  laying  of  the  corner-sttme, 
measures  were  taken  to  pu->li  fjrward  the  con- 
struction with  the  greatest  rapidity.  1  worked  as 
a  stone-cutter  on  the  building  until  May  25,  1872, 
when  I  was  appointed  assistant  foreman  of  stone- 
cutters, which  position  I  held  until  1876,  when 
Mr.  Reynolds,  who  had  l)cen  principal  foreman, 
died.  I  was  appointed  his  successor.  In  i88j  I 
was  further  promoted  to  Superintendent  of  Gran- 
ite Work  by  Commissioner  Perry. 

In  my  department  are  employed  almost  two- 
thirds  of  the  whole  force  on  tlie  building,  the  t'ltal 
of  which  is  about  eight  hundred  and  fifty  men. 
In  my  office  are  two  clerks,  one  mesMnger  and  one 

The  average  number  of  men  employed  yearly 
siiK<  I '^70,  is  1,100.  Of  the  different  kinds  of 
stone  used  in  its  construction  as  follows:  For 
foundation.  Tribes  Hill  and  Kingrtoa  limestone, 
also  Fall  River  and  Saratoga  granite  and  Potsdam 
sandstone  for  bond  stone.  The  basiement  is  flag- 
ged with  blucstone  from  Ulster  County. 

The  water  table  is  of  Dix  Island,  Me.,  granite; 
the  corner-stone,  weighing  ten  tons,  is  also  of  diis 
nateriaL  It  is  aitaated  in  the  northeast  comer  of 
the  building.  It  was  contemplated  at  one  time  to 
construct  the  whole  building  of  Dix  Island,  Me., 
granite,  but  it  was  found  to  be  too  expensive. 


The  next  five  coiuses  around  the  entiie  building 
are  of  Yarmouth,  Me.,  granite.  It  was  condemned 
on  account  of  having  been  found  to  contain  iron, 
thereby  causing  discoloration,  which  is  plainly 
visible,  and  is  a  great  eyesore.  From  the  fifth 
conise  upward  the  entiie  exterior  structure  is  com- 
posed of  Hallowell  white  granite,  a  fin^  if  not  the 
finest  building  material  in  the  world. 

In  the  north  and  south  entrances  halls,  ground 
floor,  the  first  story  of  the  main  tower  and  cor- 
ridors, granite  from  Keene,  N.  R,  is  nsed,  not 
including  the  arches.  In  the  east  and  west 
entrance  halls,  Hallowell  granite,  with  fwlished 
granite  columns  from  Fox  Island,  Me.,  is  used. 

The  great  columns  in  the  Assembly  Chamber 
are  red  granite  from  Stony  Creek,  Conn.,  while 
the  bases  and  capitals  are  Tuckahoe,  Westchester 
County,  marble.  The  remainder  of  the  Chamber 
is  entirely  of  Dorchester,  Ohio^.aml  Belleville^  New 
Jersey,  red  sandstone. 

In  the  corridors  of  the  south  side  we  find,  in 
the  wainscoting,  marble  of  almost  eveiy  hue,  prin- 
cipally Irom  Lake  Champlain.  The  base-band 
and  cap-courses,  also  the  jambs,  ot  dark  Virown- 
stone  from  Newark,  N.  J.  On  the  next  two  floors 
above,  the  same  materials  are  used  in  the  wains- 
coting. In  the  room  formerly  intended  for  the 
Court  of  Appeals  are  red  granite  columns  and 
pilasters  of  great  bcanQr  from  the  fia^  of  Foadj, 
Nova  Scotia. 

The  bases,  capitals  and  arches  in  the  Chamber 
supporting  the  floors  of  the  Assembly  Chamber,are 
of  white  marble  from  Tuckahoe,  Westchester  Coun- 
ty. The  wainscoting  is  of  Ohio  .sandstone  and 
Dorchester  sandstone.  The  carving  in  the  oak 
pands  is  of  rare  beauty. 

The  stone  used  in  the  Governor's  Room  is  Knox- 
ville  marble,  highly  |>olished  and  carved.  The 
marble  lintel  in  the  fire-place  is  of  ex(4iiisitc  fini.sh, 
consisting  of  oak  leaves  and  stems  of  the  most  in- 
tricate design.  The  wainsootilig  and  odling  in 
this  room  are  of  red  mahogany. 

The  Senate  Chamber  is  regarded  as  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  legislative  chambers  in  the  world. 
The  principal  material  used  in  this  chamber  is 
Knoxvill^  Tennessee^  marble.  The  red  granite 
columns  and  pilasters  are  from  Jefferson  Q)unty, 
New  York.  They  are  surmounted  by  capitals  of 
extraordiiiar)  delicacy  and  workmanship,  of  Knox- 
ville,  Tennessee,  marble.  The  north  and  south 
walla,  above  the  string-course,  are  lined  with  Mex* 
ican  onyx  and  Sienna  marble — the  onyx  forming 
the  panels,  the  Sienna,  the  styles  and  rails.  These 
materials  are  tl»e  most  ccjstly  in  the  market  The 
great  arches  are  also  of  Sienna,  elaborately  carved. 

The  large  mantds  In  the  Senate  Chamber  are 
very  elaborate,  consisting  of  sculptured  cherubs, 
animals,  foliage,  etc.,  in  deep  relief  They  are 
very  massive,  and,  when  finished,  will  be  one  of 
the  features  of  the  already  gorgeous  and  costly 
Chamber. 

'Ilie  lobbies  and  ante-rooms  are  finished  with 
Knoxville,  Tennessee,  marble,  as  also  the  Lieuten- 
ant-Governor's Rcx)m,  except  the  wainscoting^ 
which  is  of  mahogany. 
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The  main  oonidor  on  this,  the  prindiMl  floor, 

end  the  one  above  the  galler)*,  are  verr  striking  to 
the  visitor,  who  passes  though  trh<m  before  enter- 
ing the  Senate  Chamber,  vheie  he  And*  a  different 
st)rle  of  architecture. 

The  maierials  in  these  corriden  are  Dorchester 
and  Ohio  sandstone,  the  architect  of  the  latter  e\'i- 
dently  preferring  ^an(l^tone,  as  it  seems  to  be  al- 
ways used  \s  licre  liis  designs  are  to  be  found. 

The  carving  in  these  con^don,  especially  in  the 
galleiy,  is  of  exqafsite  derign  and  ezectttion,  treated 
master  hands. 

The  new  Coun  of  Appeals,  sitiiaicd  in  the  south- 
cast  corner,  is  a  fine  room.  The  windows  are 
trimmed  with  Knoxville  marble;  the  wainscoting 
and  ceiling  is  of  oak,  elaborately  carved;  the  rail- 
ing in  front  of  the  clerk's  desk  is  a  feature.  The 
fire-place  is  very  rich;  the  materials  are  Mexican 
onyx  and  Sienna  marble,  and  quite  unique. 

A  very  beautiful,  if  not  the  most  beautiful,  man- 
id,  80  fiur  as  material  is  concerned,  is  in  the  Clerk's 
Room,  Court  of  Appeals.  It  is  of  variegate<l  green 
TJssoughter  marble.  The  other  two  in  the  same 
suite  of  rMoni>  ,ire  of  exquisite  design  and  finish,  and 
arc  composed  of  Little  Island  and  Middleton  B 
marble. 

The  wainscoting  in  the  east  corridor  is  different 
from  that  of  the  south  corridor.  The  base-board 
and  cap  are  of  Belgian  black  marble;  the  panels  from 
East  Tennessee,  and  Grcut  (French)  marble.  Lake 
Champlain  marble  is  also  used. 

The  northeast  staircase  is  entirely  composed  of 
Dorchester  sandstone.  The  style  is  in  harmony 
^vith  the  Assembly  Chamber,  bebig  very  ridi-in 
detail 

The  soafbeast  staircase,  now  bailding,  will  be 

a  magnificent  work  when  completed.  The  material 
used  is  red  Scotch  Corsehill  sandstone;  the  col- 
umns of  Peterhead,  Scotch,  granite.  Fozldandand 
Quincy  granite  are  also  used. 

In  the  Pallor  of  the  Assembly,  a  beantifbl  mantel 
of  East  Tennessee  marble  is  constructing;  also,  in 
the  Committee  Room  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  foilowinij  is  a  list  of  the  different  kinds  of 
stone  used  in  the  construction  of  this  building: 

Granite :  Fall  River,  Mass. ;  Saratoga,  N.  Y. ; 
Dix  Island,  Me.;  Yarmouth,  Me.;  HallowcU, 
Me. ;  Fox  Island,  Me. ;  Mount  Waldo,  Me. ; 
Rockcliffe  Island,  Me.;  Keene,  N.  H. ;  Red  Stony 
Creek,  Conn.;  Red  Peterhead  (Scotch);  St.  John's, 
Bay  of  Fundy  (N.  S.);  Quincy,  Mass. 

Marble:  Lake  Champlain;  East  Tennessee;  Ger- 
man; Virginia,  variegated;  Knoxville,  Tenn. ; 
Sienna:  Mcxiian  onyx;  HIack  Helgiui;  Irii^li,  varie- 
gated; Flavirco;  Tuckahoe,  Westchester  County; 
Pennsylvania  dove  color;  White  lulian;  Greot, 
French;  Vermont,  variegated;  Glen  Falls,  black; 
Middlcinn  black,  Little  Island;  Lissoughter. 

Sandstone:  PoLKd.ini  and  Dorchester, Ohio;  Red 
New  Jersey;  Red  Scotch;  Corsehill. 

Brownstone:  Newark,  N.  J. 

Limestone:  Tribes  Hill;  Kingston. 

Blucstone:  Ulster  County. 

Previous  to  the  construction  of  this  building,  it 
was  doubted  by  many  architects  lliat  granite  could 


be  treated  hf  the  workmen  lii  sndi  a  ddicate  naa- 

ner  as  the  elaborate  carving  on  the  different  parts 
of  the  exterior  demanded.  The  carving  on  the 
gallery  story  of  the  small  towers  ct»uld  scarcely  be 
treated  with  greater  delicacy  in  any  material  than 
it  is  in  the  Hallowell  granite.  The  tympanam 
in  the  dormers  on  all  sides  of  the  building  demon- 
strate beyond  a  doubt,  that  in  the  hands  of  skillful 
Workmen  llicre  is  hardly  any  kind  of  onminesit 
which  cannot  be  wrought  in  this  granite. 

The  dormers  on  the  noith,  south,  and  west  sides 
of  the  central  court  are,  perhaps,  the  strongest 
evidence  that  can  be  adduced  of  the  delicate  treat- 
ment and  beautiful  finish  that  this  i;r,iiiiti-  will 
bear.  The  coats  of  arms  sculptured  on  them  took 
months  to  complete  Heraldic  emblems  an^  in 
my  judgment,  the  most  difficult  ornaments  to  ex^ 
cute  out  of  granite  in  order  to  get  the  proper 
eflect,  as  the  smallest  ddisct  in  any  pait  wonld 
destroy  the  whole. 

The'  most  skillful  mechanics  have  beoi  gathered 
to  this  building.  It  has  been  my  constant  desire 
to  encourage  and  foster  mechanical  anil  artistic 
ulent  wherever  I  found  it.  To  do  this,  whdc  con- 
tending against  the  importunities  of  politicians,  has 
indeed  been  a  bard  task,  and  under  the  drconi-' 
stances,  it  is  little  less  than  a  miracle  that  the  gunt 
work  li;is  so  succes-sfully  been  prosecutetl. 

Tiie  great  gable  on  the  west  from  is  el.iborately 
ornamented.  The  loggia  is  one  of  its  principal 
features.  The  tympanum  is  enriched  with  AwkM, 
crossed  and  roscated,  forming  a  diaper  or  drapery 
of  extraordinary  beauty.  Over  the  string-course, 
and  flanking  the  arches,  stand  the  Winged  Lions  uf 
Babylon.  Below  the  spandrels  are  sculptured  in 
bas-relief  the  figures  of  Justitia  and  Purilas.  Sur- 
mounting the  whole  is  a  massive  finial,  richly 
carved  in  deep  relief,  and  stamping  the  whole  as 
one  of  the  l>est  pieces  of  work  ever  executed  oot 
of  granite  in  this  or  any  other  countiy. 

ISAAC  a  FERRY. 

To  Mr.  Isaac  G.  Perr)'  has  l>een  entrusted  the 
work  of  carrying  forward  the  construction  of  the 
finest  and  most  expensife  building  in  this  country, 
and  the  third  most  expensive  in  the  world — the 
New  Capitol  at  Albany.  The  histor}'  of  Albany, 
and  of  the  great  siruclure  itself,  w  ould  be  incom* 
plete  without  a  sketch  of  his  career. 

Bom  in  Bennington,  Vermont,  in  1822,  Mr. 
Perry  is  in  his  sixty-third  year,  though  his  robust 
frame  and  strongly-marked  features  would  indicate 
that  he  was  much  younger.  Much  of  his  early  life 
was  passed  at  KeeseviUe,  Kssex  County,  New  York, 
where  he  received  his  education  and  scqniied  n 
knowledge  of  the  details  of  that  which  was  to  be 
his  life  work.  After  a  lime  he  removed  to  New 
^'ork  City,  where  lie  )ti.ii!e  a  succes-i  of  his  occu- 
pation, and  remained  until  he  w  as  induced  to  lake 
op  his  midence  in  Binghamton,  N.  Y.,  where  he 
obtained  a  wide  reputation  as  a  builder  and  arcfai> 
tect. 

The  most  important  of  his  works  befi 'rc  tlie 
Capitol,  was  the  Binghamton  As^'lum  for  the  in- 
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mat,  a  fine  specimen  of  ElisabeUun  architecture. 

Next  only  in  importance  was  the  now  Court  House 
at  Scranion,  ?u. .  an  L-lc^Mnt  structure  in  the  medi- 
aeval style  adapted  to  moilern  reiiuirement*.  Near- 
ly all  of  the  modern  built  buildings  in  Bingham- 
ttm^-and  they  aie  nameroos  and  beaiittful,  as  well 
as  substantia! — are  from  his  designs,  as  well  as 
many  equally  attractive  ernes  in  other  cities. 

March  30,  18S3,  Governur  Cleveland  appointed 
Mr.  Perry,  Coinniissioncr  of  the  Construction  of  the 
New  Capitol,  under  the  then  rec^tly  enacted  law 
creatinga  single  Commi^^sioner  to  have  entire  charge 
of  the  interests  which  had  theretofore  been  confided 
to  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  and  his  ap|)ointmcnt 
was  confirmed  on  the  5th  of  April  following.  The 
anpohitment  was  entirely  ansolicitedbyMr.  Perry, 
wno  was  chosen  as  an  architect,  not  as  a  partisan. 
He  had  been  a  life-long  adherent  to  r>emocratic 
principles,  but  had  never  thought  that  his  vocation 
as  an  architect  and  a  builder  bad  anything  to  do 
with  his  political  conWctions  as  a  dtiaen,  and  he 
had  not  made  himself  known  to  the  country  or  to 
the  State  by  any  prominence  in  politics.  In  an 
editorial  notice  of  Mr.  Perry's  appointment  the 
Aidany  Argus  said: 

"He  has  carried  to  completion  many  edifices 
which  are  attestations  of  good  work,  and  the  histor)* 
of  them  shows  promptness,  harmony  and  honesty 
in  evL-ry  stage.  He  lias  large  numbers  of  men  in 
his  employment,  and  his  record  shows  that  be  can 
command  their  fcgard  and  respect  while  reqairing 
of  them  the  utmost  fidelity  and  energy.  Great  en- 
terprises have  confided  to  him  enormous  tasks,  in- 


volving the  use  of  large  capital,  the  development  of 

complicated  plans,  and  the  necessity  of  combining 
j  thoroughntss  of  wuik  with  rapidity  of  execution. 
He  has  in  every  instance  sho«n  marked  al  ility,  ab- 
solute integrity,  exceptional  diligence  and  an  intel- 
ligent purpose  to  regard  every  undertaking  as  a 
trust  to  be  <lischar;.:ed  with  .scrupulous  observance 
of  economy,  impartiality  and  every  other  sound 
business  pnnciple.  " 

His  appointment  was  favorably  commented  up- 
on by  the  Press  of  the  State,  irrespective  of  party, 
and  his  administration  of  the  duties  of  his  oiGce 
has  been  such  as  to  more  than  justify  the  enthusi- 
astic predictions  o(  his  friends.  The  sterling  integ- 
rity, good  business  sense  and  untiring  energy  which 
gained  him  his  pre\ioQ8  enviable  reputation,  have 
been  brought  to  bear  upon  the  Herculean  task 
which  he  has  undertaken,  and  in  which  his  mind 
and  his  energies  arc  almost  wholly  asserted;  for,  as 
it  has  been  remarked  by  the  Albany  Journal,  "his 
heart  is  wrapped  up  in  the  Capitol.  *  *  *  He 
appears  not  to  take  much  intercut  in  politics,  and 
Ls  ready  to  spend  his  days  and  evenings  walking 
iibout  the  Capitol,  superintending  the  work,  look« 
ing  over  designs  and  platming  improvements." 

While  the  Capitol  stands  as  a  monument  to  fb* 
liberality  of  the  people  and  the  enterprise  and  fore* 
thought  of  the  public  men  of  the  State  of  New 
York,  and  the  artistic  and  arcliiti  ctural  skill  of  its 
own  designers  and  builders,  ilic  memory  of  the 
name  of  Mr.  Pier^  can  never  pass  away,  and  he 
will  be  known  as  one  of  America's  greateit  archi* 
tects  and  builders. 
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THAT  ihc  boats  of  Heniy  Hudson  pwaed  tip 
as  &r  aa  KBokbcj  in  September,  1609,  is  con- 
ceded; protablj  a  few  miles  (nrther;  enough  far- 
ther, at  leaS^  to  satisfy  the  Ix  ld  naxit^ator  that  this 
was  not  a  feasible  route  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  and 
EaMem  Aria.  To  make  settlements  and  found 
colonies  was  not  tbe  purpose  of  Hudson.  It  is 
qoile  likely  some  of  those  "very  loving  people  and 
very  fi!(l  men  where  we  were  well  usetl,"  who 
"came  aboard  and  brought  us  cars  of  Indian 
Come,  and  Pompions  and  Tabacco,"  and  "  Bevers 
j^dnnes  and  Oiteis  Skinncs,  vhicb  wee  bougiit  for 
Beades,  Knives  and  Hatcbeis,"  were  primitive  Al- 
banians of  the  Iroquois  tribes,  who  dwelt  in  castles, 
pursued  their  game,  and  caught  their  fish  along  the 
Hudson. 

Tradeis  came  later,  and  carried  on,  for  many 
years,  alucraiive  commerce  with  Ae  native  Indians. 

Still  later  came  settlers  and  colonists.  Of  these 
we  have  already  spoken  in  the  history  of  Albany 
CounQr. 

We  cannot  admit  the  usual  claim  that  Albany 
was  settled  by  Walloons  and  Datch  in  1613. 
There  is  no  settlcm  :  nt  witlinut  settlors.  There  are 
no  settlers  nnless  ihey  come  to  stay.  The  early 
traders  who  came  and  went  with  no  other  purpose 
than  as  adventurers  or  q)ecnlatOfa>  were  not  set- 
tleis.  When  colonists  came  and  occupied  fimns, 
scttlomcnls  Vicpan.  There  were  none  of  these  be- 
fore 1630;  but  very  few  before  about  1638  or  1640. 
Albany  can  make  no  chdm  to  settlement  before 
1630b 

Nor  do  we  admit  diat  Albany  has  the  oldest  Gty 
Charter  of  any  State  in  the  Union.  Truth  gives 
histoiy  its  real  value.  Albany  was  first  chartered 
July  St,  1686.   As  ^dtf  it  is  nearly  two  hundred 

NoTI- — What  the  writer  uUi  in  the  early  pace*  of  thii  weric  ■  r*- 
Ution  10  the  alleged  dncoTcrir  of  the  Hudton  of  Vcrrazmio  in  is*4.  b 
in  acct>T<i  with  his  fLrin  convictioiif.  Indeed,  if  it  h«d  been  the  pr  per 
place  fur  dijctualnu  a  matter  su  Utile  rtlevjnt  to  the  Hnlory  of  Albany 
County,  be  wouldluTa  laid  mart.    Ha.  a*  a  himnaa,  hw  giv«n  undy 


and  Uwaght  to  ibe  whole  Mmr,M4ia  ceavincad  thai  ika  Vcnaaauw 
letter  t»  not  ireainiie.  and  that  It*  map*  and  (ee|Taph!cal  Maicmcnii 

printed  to  confirm  the  alleged  discoveries  of  this  brigand,  are  abeiird  in 
detail,  and  absoEiue  .ittempi^  .ti  h:*V'fuT  fraud.  To  any  one  who  wi^es 
to  iati»fy  a  mind  iiMprrjudiced.  the  te;idinE  of  "  The  Voyage  of  Vanaa- 
xano,"  by  the  late  Hon.  H.  C.  Murphy,  ii  commended  as  tu  WMfc  of  a 
hi«h-tntnded,  impanJal  and  leanied  hiKtorian,  who  »tudia4  <h*  wfeaia 
outier  with  uaitMaal  oppottuahiea  far  gctlins  at  the  truth. 

Nor  hare  we  any  nun  lUlh  la  tke  MdiMn  «f  an  early  Fr'-ncH  fort 
tipen  Cattle  lakiid,  which  hM  hardly  the  ahadow     ]>ro)>al>ility  to  nip- 

poita. 


years  old— an  age  very  reqiectaUe  for  this  country. 
Bnt  New  Yoiic  was  not  only  settled  earlier,  as  it 
natarally  would  be,  lying  nearly  one  hundred  and 

fifty  miles  nearer  the  ocean;  but  its  city  charter  is 
nldcr.  Under  Stuyvesant,  it  u-cfived  a  Dutch 
charter  dated  February  2,  1657:  under  Governor 
Nicolls  it  received  an  inglisb  charter  dated  June 
12,  1665;  and  because  it  had  been  again  a  Iratt^ 
city  in  1^173-74,  it  received  another  English  charter, 
under  Dongan,  April  J2,  1686.  Alter  this,  lor 
special  reasons,  new  Royal  charters  were  given 
New  York  by  Cornbury  in  1708,  and  by  Mont- 
gomerie  in  1730. 

The  surface  of  the  city  as  seen  by  the  early  set- 
tlers, was  a  narrow  alluvial  tract  along  the  Hudson, 
from  which  the  ascent  was  giadual  for  nearly  a 
mile,  until  a  plateau  about  two  hundred  feet  above 
tide  level  was  readied,  extending  westwardly  in  a 
sandy  plain.  The  sloix*  from  the  river  was  (li\  ided 
into  four  well  defined  ridges,  .separated  by  deep 
and  wide  valleys  or  ravines,  which  have  been  so 
much  imMoved  by  grading  that  they  add  much  to 
the  varied  beauty  of  the  city,  as  well  as  to  tbe  6d1- 
ities  for  drainacjc.  When  the  plateau  is  rc.iched, 
they  now  nearly  disappear  in  the  densely  settled 
part  of  the  city.  Sueuns  formeriy  ooaiaed  duoqgli 
these  valleva 

Albany  is  nnderiaid  by  cUy,  resting  on  Hudson 
river  shalt-s,  and  tn'.  eied  by  an  argillaceous  sandv 
loam,  wtiich.  on  tin;  plains  further  west,  is  covered 
with  deep  san  i.  I  he  clay  is  worked  into  bricks 
and  pottery,  and  the  sand  is  used  in  laige  qoantities 
fbr  molding  and  other  purposes. 

The  islands  that  belong  to  Albany  are  two  only 
— the  old  Kasteel,  or  Castle  Island,  which  has  been 
called  many  different  names,  but  is  now  placed  on 
the  maps  as  Van  Rensselaer  Island.  It  is  believed 
to  be  the  place  where  Cotstiaensen  landed  and 
where  Elkins  had  charge  of  a  trader's  post  about 
1614;  which,  on  account  of  freshets,  was  removed 
later  to  a  hill  further  sontli,  near  where  Kenwood 
now  is. 

Jacob  Elkins  was  an  i^gressive  and  energetic 

skipper  and  trade  adventurer.  lie  kept  up  an 
active  traffic  with  the  wild  men  of  the  forest  (or 
several  years,  under  the  protection  of  the  NW 
Netherlands  Oinipaiqr.    His  scoatii«  parties  wets 
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